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1.  Against  the  company;  general  principles. — It  16  a  general 
principle  that,  forasrnnch  as  railroads  operated  by  corporations 
as  common  carriers  are  of  a  quasi  public  nature,  therefore  courts 
are  reluctant  to  grant  injunctions  which  may  have  the  effect  to 
Btop  their  regular  operations,  as  such  a  result  must  always  seri- 
ously and  injuriously  affect  the  commerce  and  interest  of  the 
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public,  and  greatly  inconvenience  the  people.*  Therefore  snch 
relief  will  only  be  given  where  the  injury  is  great  and  irrepara- 
ble, and  no  adequate  remedy  is  given  at  law.  The  case  made 
must  be  an  urgent  one,  to  justify  such  extraordinary  interference 
and  consequences." 

These  seem  to  be  the  ruling  principles  asserted  by  the  courts 
upon  this  subject,  in  reference  to  railroads,  where  the  matter  re- 
mains as  at  common  law,  and  on  the  broad  principles  of  equity 
jurisprudence.  But  whilst  these  ancient  landmarks  are  still  the 
judicial  guides  in  some  of  the  states,  as  to  the  granting  or  de- 
nial of  injunctions  against  railroad  corporations,  in  others  there 
has  been  more  or  less  of  special  legislation  on  the  subject,  and 
sometimes  awarding  this  remedy  where  it  were  otherwise,  as 
upon  general  principles  of  equity  practice,  not  attainable. 

Xjpon  the  filing  of  an  answer,  verified  by  affidavit,  denying 
the  matters  alleged  in  the  bill  or  complaint  upon  whicli  a  tem- 
porary injunction  is  granted,  it  should  be  dissolved.'  An  order 
granting  a  preliminary  injunction  upon  complaint,  answer  and 
aflidavits  of  the  parties,  is  so  far  a  matter  of  discretion,  that  it 
will  not  be  reversed  unless  such  discretion  is  abused,  even  if 
most  of  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  and  plaintiff's  affidavits 
are  denied  by  the  answer  and  defendant's  affidavits.* 

If  the  court  ordering  an  injunction  has  jurisdiction  to  grant 
it,  and  to  judge  whether  the  case  before  him  is  one  demanding 
it,  then,  whether  he  judge  erroneously  or  not,  when  granted  it  is 
valid,  and  until  dissolved  must  be  obeyed.* 

An  injunction  should  never  be  granted  because  of  the  mere 
apprehension  of  the  petitioner  that  a  wrong  may  be  done.  There 
should  be  substantial  ground  for  the  apprehension,  and  that  the 
injury   will   be   serious,  and  practically   irreparable.*    Thus  a 


*  Torrey  v.  The  Camden  &  Atlantic 
R.  R.  Co.,  3  C.  E.  Green's  New  Jer- 
sey Ch.  Reps.  293. 

2  Whittlesey  t>.  The  Hartford,  Prov- 
dence  &  Fishkill  Railroad  Comp  my, 
28  Conn.  421 ;  HackensAck  Imp't  Com- 
mission V.  New  Jersey  Midland  Ry. 
Co.,  7  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.  Ch.  Reps), 
94;  Mocanaqua  Coal  Co.  v.  Northern 
Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  4  Brewster,  158;  Cook 
p.  North  &  South  R.  R.  Co.,  46  Ga. 
^18.  11  Am.  Ry.  R«p.  424. 


•Aurora  &  Cincinnati  R..R.  Co.  v. 
Miller,  56  Ind.  88,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
144. 

*Coolot  V.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
52  Cal.  65,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  211. 

^  The  Erie  Ry.  Co.  v.  Ramsey,  45 
N.  Y.  (6  Hand),  637;  Schell  v.  Erie 
Ry.  Co.,  51  Barbour.  368. 

^Goodwin  v.  New  York,  New  Ha- 
ven &  Hartford  R.  R.  Co.,  43  Conn. 
494,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9. 
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stockholder  can  not  obtain  an  injunction  restraining  the  officers 
of  the  company  from  granting  passes  to  state  officers  and  legis- 
lators, without  proof  that  the  act  is  actually  in  contemplation.' 
Nor  should  an  injunction  be  granted  wliich,  while  injurious  to 
the  defendant,  is  of  no  special  benefit  to  the  plaintiff.* 

2.     Against  the  company,  at  the  suit  of  a  private  party,  for  in- 
jury common  to  the  whole  public. — It  is  a  well  settled  principle 
that  an  injunction  will  not  lie,  at  the  suit  of  a  private  person,  to 
restrain  or  prevent  a  public  nuisance,  merely  as  such.*    There* 
fore  a  railroad  company  will  not  be  restrained  by  injunction,  on 
the  application  of  a  private  individual,  from  committing  an  act  or 
doing  that  wliich  will  amount  to  a  public  nuisance — as  interfer- 
ing with  common  ri^ht — where  the  applicant  fails  to  show  any 
special  damage  or  peculiar  injury  to  himself,  distinct  from  that 
which  is  suffered  by  the  public  at  large.     If  the  act  sought  to 
be  restrained  is  in  derogation  of  a  right'  or  privilege  which  is 
common  to  the  people  generally,  as  well  as  to  the  plaintiff  or 
complainant — as   for   the   obstruction    of  a  public  way,  water- 
course or  public  inlet  of  water — it  matters  not  that  the  petitioner 
be  affected  thereby  more  seriously  than  others,  by  reason  of  his 
residence  or  business  requiring  a  more  frequent  use  of  the  priv- 
ilege; yet  the  injury  being  of  the  same  character  with  that  suf- 
fered in  common  with  him  by  all  others,  the  remedy  by  injunc- 
tion will  not  be  granted  on  such   individual  application.* 

The  case  cited  from  62  Penn.  St.  was  instituted  by  private  par- 
ties, shippers  on  the  road,  to  restrain  the  Cumberland  Valley  Ilail- 
road  Company  from  a  violation  of  its  public  franchise,  in  respect 
to  charges  of  freights  for  transportation,  and  tolls  for  use  of  the 
road,  by  complainant's  own  cars,  and  for  discrimination  therein. 
It  appeared  from  the  evidence  that  the  two' persons  complaining 
were  separately  engaged  in  diverse  business — one  a  dealer  in 
grain,  plaster  and  salt,  and   the  otiier  a  dealer  in  coal  and  lum- 


» Goodwin  v.  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R. 
B-Co. 

« Joliet  *  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Healy. 
94  111.  416. 

•Biprelow  r.  The  Hartford  Bridge 
Co.,  14  Conn.  565;  Seeley  v.  Bishop, 
19  Conn.  135;  Black  r.  Phila.  &  Read- 
ing R.  R.  Co,  58  Penn.  St.  249; 
Cumberland    Valley    Railroad    Co*s 


Appeal,  62  Penn.  St.  21S;  Donver  & 
Swansoa  Ry.  Co.  v.  Denver  City  Ry. 
Co.,  2  Col.  673,  20  Am.  Ry.  R(^p.  3 11). 
*  O'Brien  p.  Norwich  &  Worcester 
R.  R.  Co.,  17  Conn.  372;  S.  C.  2  Am. 
R.  W.  Cas.  90;  Black  v.  Phila.  & 
ReadiT^rr  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Penn.  St.  249; 
Hoflfrkin.'^on  p.  Long  Island  R.  R.  Co., 
4  Edwards'  Ch.  411. 
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ber;  and  that  there  was  no  community  of  interest  between 
them.  Tlie  court  held  that  the  bill  was  not  subject  to  tlie  objec- 
tion of  multifariousness.  But  the  court  further  held,  upon  tlio 
merits,  that  an  injunction  will  not  be  granted  for  "an  injury 
common  to  the  whole  public — a  violation  of  a  public  franchise"; 
and  said:  "  Tlie  rule  is  well  settled,  that  where  the  injury  is  no 
greater  to  a  plaintiff  than  to  the  inhabitants  at  large,  the  rem- 
edy to  redress  the  subject  of  complaint  is  with  the  public";  and 
the  bill  was  accordingly  dismissed.* 

The  case  of  Black  v,  Tlie  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railroad 
Company,  supra,  was  a  bill  in  equity  to  restrain  the  erection  and 
use  of  a  railway  in  the  street  opposite  complainant's  property; 
and  the  ground  alleged  was  that  of  not  only  a  public  nuisance, 
by  obstructicn  of  the' street,  but  also  a  private  nuisance  to  com- 
plainant's premises,  and  the  causing  of  special  damage  to  his  ad- 
joining property,  not  incurred  by  the  public  generally.  The 
court,  in  disposing  of  the  case,  say:  "The  track  complained  of 
is  in  certain  public  streets,  and  not  upon  any  property  of  the 
plaintiff's,  and,  if  a  nuisance,  is  a  public  one,  which  could  bo 
the  subject  of  a  public  prosecution,  which  the  Commonwealth 
have  not  deemed  proper  to  institute.  The  plaintiffs  are  there- 
fore bound  to  make  out  two  things:  1st,  that  this  is  a  public 
nuisance;  and,  2d,  that  the  plaintiffs  have  sustained  special  dam- 
age, which  if  they  do  not  prove,  renders  the  first  question  im- 
material.  We  do  not  think  that  the  plaintiffs  have,  by  tlie  sin- 
gle witness  examined  by  them,  established  that  they  have  suf- 
fered an  injury  quite  distinct  from  that  of  the  public  in  general, 
*  *  *  and  of  course  upon  that  ground  the  decree  (of  dis- 
missal) below  should  be  affirmed."' 

So  in  Wisconsin  it  is  held  that  an  injunction  will  not  lie,  at 


'  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad  Co'a 
Appeal,  62  Penn.  St.  218.  226.  To 
the  same  point,  see  also,  Bigelow  v, 
Hartford  Bridge  Co.,  14  Conn.  565; 
Sparhawk  v.  The  Union  Passenger 
R.  W.  Co.,  54  Penn.  St.  401. 

2  58  Penn.  St.  252.  And  see  Denver 
&  Swansea  Ry.  Co.  v,  Denver  City  Ry. 
Co,,  supra.  This  was  a  bill  by  a 
horse  railwav  company,  having  an  ex- 
clusive franchise  in  a  city,  against  a 


steam  railway  company,  constructed 
in  a  street  not  occupied  by  the  com- 
plainant. It  was  held  not  such  a  spe- 
cial injury  to  complainant  as  equity 
would  enjoin.  But  if  there  had  been 
an  unauthorized  interference  with  lines 
in  actual  operation,  and  one  complain- 
ant was  building  for  the  purposes  of 
a  steam  railway,  it  would  afford 
ground  for  an  injunction:  Ibid, 
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tlie  snit  of  a  private  individnal  or  of  a  corporate  town,  to  restrain 
the  commission  of  a  public  nuisance;  as  the  obstructing^  of  a 
highway,  or  the  obstructing  of  a  navigable  river  by  driving 
piles  therein.  The  remedy  is  by  indictment.*  Or  if  the  town 
has  such  an  interest,  apart  from  the  public  generally,  as  might 
enable  it  to  maintain  such  a  remedy,  and  yet  the  right  of  the 
party  to  commit  the  act  complained  of  be  doubtful  only,  then 
the  remedy  by  injunction  will  only  lie  after  the  party  claiming 
it  has  established,  by  an  action  at  law.  the  right  to  prevent  the 
commission  of  the  act.'  Thus  a  railroad  company  will  not  be 
restrained  by  injunction,  in  a  doubtful  case,  from  driving  piles 
to  erect  a  bridge  in  a  navigable  stream.' 

But  if  the  act  complained  of  be  the  cause  of  special  damage 
to  p  private  citizen,  different  in  character  from  that  resulting 
therefrom  to  the  public  generally,  then,  although  the  thing 
complained  of  be  in  fact  a  public  nuisance,  indictable  in  law, 
yet  such  private  person  may  maintain  his  bill  to  abate  it,  or  to 
enjoin  a  recurrence  of  it;  and  this,  too,  without  the  concurrence 
or  name  of  the  Attorney  General,  or  attorney  for  the  state, 
connected  with  the  bill  as  complainant;  for  the  fact  of  the  de- 
fendants violating  the  rights  of  the  public,  as  well  as  those  of  a 
private  person,  is  no  defense  against  a  suit  of  such  private  per- 
son for  the  injury,  or  to  restrain  it.* 

3.     Against  the  company,  to  prevent  obstraction  of  highway 
— An  injunction  will  be  granted,  at  the  suit  of  the  state,  to  enjoii 
a  railroad  company  from  an  unauthorized  encroachment  on  a 
public  highway,  although  the  same  may  be  fallen  somewhat  into 
neglect  and   disuse.     It  will  be  no  excuse,  therefore,    that   the 
highway  or  canal  is  practically  abandoned,  for  no   neglect   is 


*Town  of  Sheboygran  v.  Sheboygan 
&  Food  du  Lac  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Wis. 
667. 

•  Town  of  Sheboygan  v.  Sheboygan 
&  Fond  du  Lac  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Wis. 
667. 

•  Town  of  Sheboygan  v.  Sheboygan 
&  Fond  du  Lac  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Wis. 
667. 

•  Spencer  &  Ward  v.  The  London 
&  Birmingham  Railway  Co.,  1  Eng. 
R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases,  159;  O'Brien  v, 
Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  17 


Conn.  B72;  Pettis  c.  Johnson,  56  Ind. 
139;  Hickey  v,  Chi.  &  Western  Ind. 
R.  R.  Co.,  6  Bradw.  (111.),  172;  Miller 
V.  Long  Island  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Repr. 
197  (U.  S.  Cir.  Ct.,  E.  Disk.  N.  Y.). 
Where  it  is  certain,  by  the  case  made, 
that  the  company  are  exceeding  their 
powers  to  the  injury  of  a  partv,  and 
a  suit«,ble  case  exists  otherwise  for 
such  equitable  interference,  an  injunc- 
tion will  be  granted:  River  Dun 
Nav.  Co.  p.  The  North  Midland  R.  W. 
Co.,  1  Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases,  135. 
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chargeable  against  the  state.*  The  case  here  cited  from  24 
Pennsylvania  State  arose  in  this  wise:  The  Pittsburgh  and 
Connellsville  Kailroad  Company  assumed  to  fill  up  and  arch 
over  one  of  the  locks  of  the  state  canal  at  Pittsburgh,  in  the 
construction  of  their  road,  under  the  pretext  that  such  part  of 
the  canal  had  been  of  no  valuable  use  to  the  state,  and  had  for 
many  years  been  in  a  condition  of  utter  abandonment  and 
desolation.  On  application  of  the  Commonwealth  the  act  was 
enjoined.' 

4.  Against  the  company,  to  prevent  abase  of  corporate  power. 
— Although  a  subscriber  to  the  capital  stock  of  a  private  cor- 
poration may,  by  injunction  prosecuted  against  the  company  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  prevent  the  diversion  of  the  funds  of  the 
company  to  a  different  purpose  than  the  one  contemplated  by 
the   organization  and  the  law,'  yet,  to  do/SO,  the  application 


'  Atty,  Genl.  v.  Metropolitan  R.  R. 
Co.,  125  Mass.  515;  Atty,  Genl.  p. 
Del.  &  B.  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  12  C.  E. 
Green,  1,  631;  Atty.  Genl.  v.  Lombard 
&  S.  Sts.  Pass.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Phil.  352; 
Commonwealth  v.  Pittsburgph  &  Con- 
nellsville R.  "R.  Co.,  24  Penn.  St.  (12 
Harris),  159.  And  see  also,  K^mp  v. 
The  London  &  Brighton  R.  W.  Co.,  1 
Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases,  495; 
Playfair  v.  Birmingham,  Bristol  & 
Thames  Junction  R.  W.  Co.,  1  Eng. 
R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases,  641;  Bell  v. 
The  Hull  and  Selby  R.  W.  Co.,  1 
Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases,  616.  But 
in  England,  where  the  application  is 
on  the  relation  of  private  persons, 
after  acquiescence  on  their  part  until 
the  erections  are  partly  made,  and 
where  the  applicatioa  involves  dis- 
puted legal  rights  of  the  company, 
a  removal  of  obstructions  already 
made  will  not  be  ordered,  nor  future 
work  enjoined,  if  the  company  put 
themselves  under  agreement  and  rule 
to  comply  With  subsequent  final  orders 
oi  the  court  in  that  respect;  and  the 
final  hearing  in  equity  will  be  stayed 
to  await  a  trial  of  the  legal  right  at 
law:    Atty.  Genl.,  ex  rel.  Fawcett  et 


al.,  V.  Manchester  &  Leeds  R.  W.  Co., 
1  Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases,  4>:6. 
Where  the  injunction  is  dissolved 
upon  the  defendants  paying  into 
court,  as  security,  the  amount  of 
damages,  and  thereupon  they  obstruct 
the  highway,  they  are  liable  for  in- 
terest on  such  amount  from  the  dis- 
solution of  the  injunction:  Carpenter 
V.  Easton  &  Amboy  R.  R.  Co.,  28  N. 
J.  Ch.  390,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  195. 
The  proceeding  is  controlled  by  the 
law  officer  of  the  state,  though  insti- 
tuted on  behalf  of  private  parties: 
People  ».  Cent.  Cross-town  R.  R.  Co.^ 
21  Hun,  476. 

*  In  this  case  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania  say,  Lowrib,  J.: 
**  When  railway  companies  or  indi- 
viduals exceed  their  statutory  powers 
in  dealing  with  other  people's  proper- 
ty, no  question  of  damages  is  raised 
when  an  iiy unction  is  applied  for;  but 
simply  one  of  the  invasion  of  a  right." 
Thus  the  court  responded  to  the  ob- 
jection of  the  railroad  company  that 
the  damage  was  not  irreparable. 

*  Booker,  Ex  parte,  18  Ark.  a38; 
Miss.,  Ouachita&  Red  River  R.  R.  Co. 
V,  Cross,  20  Ark.  443;  Stevens  v.  The 
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must  be  timely.  lie  may  not  sleep  npon  his  rights  for  an  in« 
dednite  time,  till  interests  have  vested  or  work  progressed  of  an 
exceptionable  character,  and  then  apply  for  equitable  relief  therein.' 
Nor  can  he  stand  by  and  acquiesce  in  such  diversion  of  the 
enterprise  until  sued  for  his  own  subscription  to  the  stock,  and 
then  successfully  plead  such  misdirection  of  the  enterprise  as  a 
defense  to  the  action.'  To  enable  a  stockholder  to  have  the 
benefit  of  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  violation  of,  or  departure 
from,  the  original  objects  of  the  charter  of  the  coinj>any,  he  must 
show  himself  to  have  been  diligent  in  the  prompt  use  of  all  tiie 
means  in  his  power  to  prevent  such  departure;  and  may  not 
wait  until  the  mischief  is  m:iinlv  consummated,  and  extensive  ex- 
penditures  made  by  the  company,  before  calling  on  a  court  of 
equity  for  relief.* 

But  although  an  injunction  will  lie,  at  the  suit  of  a  stockholder, 
to  prevent  the  diversion  of  the  corporate  enterprise  to  a  different 
purpose  than  that  contemplated  by  tlie  charter,  to  the  injury 
thereby  of  his  corporate  interests,  yet  it  will  not  lie  to  prevent  a 
Yneasure  for  the  reason  that  its  consummation  will  be  injurious 
to  other  interests  of  such  stockholders;  and  more  especially  so, 
where  the  measure  contemplated  is  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
of  the  enterprise.*  Hence,  where  the  injury  alleged  is,  as  was 
the  case  in  the  reference  just  cited,  that  the  terminus  of  the  road 
is  about  to  be  extended  through  a  city  to  a  navigable  river 
bounding  the  same,  instead  of  making  the  terminus  in  the  city, 
to  the  disadvantage  of  complainant,  an  injunction  will  be 
denied.* 

And  an  injunction  will  not  lie,  at  the  suit  of  a  stockholder,  to 
restrain  a  railroad  corporation  from  engaging  in  extended  or 


Rutland  &  Burlington  R.  R.  Co., 
29  Vt.  (3  Williams),  545;  Rogers  v. 
Lafayette  Agr.  Works,  52  Ind.  296. 

» Booker,  Ex  parte,  18  Ark.  338; 
Doane  v.  Treasurer  of  Pickaway, 
Wright's  (Ohio)  R.  752. 

2  Booker,  Ex  parte,  18  Ark.  aSS; 
Witter  V.  Miss.,  Ouachita  &  Red  River 
R.  B.  Co.,  20  Ark.  463;  Memphis 
Branch  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Sullivan,  57  Ga. 
240;  Payson  v.  Stoever,  2  Dill.  427; 
Chetlain  f.  Republic  Life  Ins.  Co.,  80 


III.  220. 

'  Chapman  and  Harkneas  v.  The 
Mad  River  and  Lake  I  r.e  R.  R.  Co., 
&  The  Sandusky  City  &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co., 
6  Ohio  St.  119;  Cozart  v.  Ga.  R.  R.  & 
Bkg.  Co.,  5t  Ga.  379;  Chetlain  v. 
Rep.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  supra. 

*  Baltimore  &  Ohio    R.  R.  Co. 
City  of  Wheeling,  13  Gratt.  40. 

6  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co. 
City  of  Wheeling,  13  Gratt.  40. 
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enlarged  enterprises  of  the  same  kind,  but  other  than  that  con- 
templated by  the  original  charter,  if  such  charter,  or  tiie  general 
law  governing  the  same,  permit  amendments  or  alterations 
thereof  by  legislative  enactment,  and  such  new  or  enlarged 
enterprise  be  sanctioned  by  a  legislative  act,  and  by  a  vote  of  a 
majority  of  the  stockholders  of  such  railroad  company.*  The 
case  is  different  from  that  relation  which  arises  from  an  agree- 
ment to  take  and  pay  for  stock,  and  the  character  of  the  enter- 
prise is  materially  changed  after  making,  and  before  payment  of, 
the  subscription.  The  latter  relation  rests  on  a  merely  executory 
agreement,  whereas  the  relation  of  one  who  is  a  full  stockholder 
makes  him  one  of  the  corporate  body  which  does  the  act  com- 
plained of,  and  which  act,  as  one  of  such  body,  he  is  himself 
privy  to,  and  is  bound  by,  as  one  of  the  members.  For  whoever 
becomes  a  member  of  such  a  corporation  aggregate,  agrees,  by 
necessary  implication,  that  he  will  be  bound  by  the  action  of  the 
majority  in  relation  to  whatever  comes  within  the  scope  of  the 
charter  powers,  or  may  be  brought  within  the  same  by  amend- 
ments, when  such  are  allowed  by  the  law  of  the  original  charter, 
or  a  general  law  in  force  at  its  adoption  or  acceptance.' 

5.  Against  the  company,  to  prevent  private  nuisance. — A  cor- 
poration chartered  to  build  a  railroad  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  public,  can  not  transfer  its  franchise  to  a  private  party,  so  as 
to  enable  him  to  build  a  railroad  exclusively  for  his  own  private 
use."  And  if,  under  such  color  of  authority,  a  private  individual, 
assuming  to  erect  and  operate  a  railroad  for  his  own  exclusive  use 
and  benelit,  do  unauthorized  acts,  amounting  to  a  nuisance,  to  a 
person's  dwelling,  by  continuously  interrupting  his  egress  and 
ingress  to  his  premises,  or  other  acts  of  annoyance,  equity  will 
inhibit  the  same  by  perpetual  injunction,  at  the  suit  of  the  in- 
jured party.*    And,  generally,  a  bill  for  an  injunction  to  prevent 


»  Durfee  v.  Old  Colony  and  Fall 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Allen,  230. 

2  Durfee  p.  Old  Colony  and  Fall 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Allen,  230,  243, 
245.  See  Black  r.  Del.  &  R.  Canal 
Co.,  7  C.  E.  Green,  130;  S.  C.  9  Id. 
455;  Rogers  v.  Lafayette  Agr.  Works, 
52  Ind.  206;  Hedges  v.  Paquett,  3 
Oreg.  77;  New  Haven  &  D.  R.  R.  Co. 


V.  Chapman,  38  Conn.  56. 

*  Stewart  and  Foltz's  Appeal,  56 
Penn.  St.  413.  See  State  v.  Consoli- 
dation Coal  Co.,  46  Md.  1;  Atlantic  & 
Pac.  Tel.  Co.  v,  Un.  Pac.  Ry.  Co.,  1 
McCrary,  541;  S.  C.  1  Fed.  Repr.  745. 

*  Stewart's  Appeal,  supra.  And 
without  prejudice  to  such  injunction, 
an  action  of  trespass  will  also  lie:  lb. 
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a  nnisance  may  be  maintained  by  any  person  snfTcring  special 
damage.' 

The  charter  of  a  corporation  will  not  be  construed  to  author- 
ize the  creation  of  a  nuisance.' 

6.  Against  the  company,  to  prevent  taking  or  nsing  right  of 
way. — In  Wisconsin  the  ruling  is,  under  the  act  of  May  10, 
1858,  that  an  injunction  will  lie  to  prevent  the  taking  of  perma- 
nent possession  of  railroad  right  of  way  grounds,  where  it  is 
made  to  appear  that  the  company  is  about  to,  or  threatens  to, 
take  permanent  possession  without  first  causing  the  amount  of 
compensation  to  be  legally  ascertained,  and  without  making  pay- 
ment for  the  same;'   but  not  upon  the  bare  allegation  that  no 


'Pettis  9.  Johnson,  56  Ind.  139; 
Hickey  v.  Chi.  &  Western  Ind.  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Bradw.  (111.),  172;  Miller  r.  Long 
Island  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Repr.  197  (U.  S. 
Cir.  Ct,  E.  Diet.  N.  Y.).  See,  as  to 
joinder  of  parties  injured  in  one  suit 
as  complainants,  Cadigan  v.  Brown, 
120  Mass.  493. 

"Northwestern  Fertilizing  Co.  r. 
Hyde  Park,  97  U.  S.  659;  Babcock  v. 
N.  J.  Stock  Yards  Co.,  5  C.  £.  Green, 
296. 

'Shepardson  v.  Milw.  &  Beloit  R. 
R.  Co.,  6  Wis.  612;  Powers  v.  Bears, 
12  Wis.  222;  Bohlman  v.  The  Green 
Bay  &  Lake  Pepin  R.  W.  Co.,  30  Wis. 
105;  Diedrichs  v.  The  Northwestern 
Union  R.  W.  Co.,  33  Wis.  219;  Bohl- 
man V.  Green  Bay  &  Minn.  Ry.  Co.,  40 
Wis.  157, 13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  421;  Hen- 
derson V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  78  N. 
Y.  423;  Holbert  v.  St  Louis,  Kansas 
Ciiy  &  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  45  la.  23; 
Etbus  r.  Mo.,  la.  &  Neb.  Ry.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  453;  Northern  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
St  Paul,  M.  &  M.  Ry.  Co.,  1  McCrar 
ly,  302;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
12.  And  see  Redman  p.  Philadelphia, 
Marlton  &  Medford  R.  R.  Co.,  33  N. 
J.  Eq.  165;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R. 
Cas.  1;  Northern  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Bamesville  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  8.    But  an  injunction 


will  not  lie  to  restrain  the  company 
from  the  use  or  occupancy  of  a  right  of 
way  already  in  its  possession,  where 
the  possession  is  by  permission,  express 
or  implied,  of  the  owner:  Bohlman  r. 
Green  Bay  &  Lake  Pepin  R.  W.  Co., 
supra;  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Bamesville  &  Moorhead  R.  R.  Co.,  1 
Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  8  (U.  S.  Cir. 
Ct,  Dist  Minn.,  1880).  The  charter 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
granted  by  Congress,  confers  the 
power  to  enter  upon  land  before 
making  compensation;  and  it  is  held 
such  power  does  not  conflict  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States:  N. 
P.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  su- 
pra. It  does  not  exempt  the  company, 
however,  from  the  operation  of  the 
lawsof  eminent  domain,  when  invoked 
by  other  companies  to  condemn  a  cross- 
ing over  its  road :  Northern  Pac.  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Man- 
itoba Ry.  Co.,  1  McCi-ary,  302;  S.  C. 
1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  12.  The 
remedy  is  available  against  any  one  in 
possession,  claiming  under  the  compa- 
ny making  the  entry:  Drury  v.  Mid- 
land R.  R.  Co.,  127  Mass.  571;  West- 
em  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Johnston,  59 
Penn.  St.  290;  Gilman  v.  Sheboygan 
&  Fond  du  Lac  R.  R.  Oo.,  40  Wis.  653. 
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compensation  for  the  right  of  way  has  been  made.*  Payment 
for  the  right  of  way  is,  in  Wisconsin,  a  condition  precedent  to 
the  permanent  use  thereof.'* 

But  although  an  injunction  is  allowed  by  the  statute,  at  the 
suit  of  the  landholder,  to  restrain  the  company  from  using  the 
right  of  way  until  paid  for,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  yet 
it  will  not  be  awarded  where  the  granting  of  the  same  will  be 
against  good  conscience,  as  where  the  party  has  himself  invited 
the  doing  of  the  act  of  which  he  complains.'  Thus,  where  a 
railroad,  company  changed  the  location  of  its  road,  and  placed 
the  same  on  a  landholder's  premises  at  his  own  request,  and 
under  promise  of  giving  ^  the  right  of  way,  in  such  case  tlie 
writ  will  not  bp  allowed.*  Or  where  the  landholder  sells  the 
right  of  way  to  the  company,  and  permits  its  taking  and  appro- 


^Diedrichs    v.    The    Northwestern 
Union  R.  W.  Co..  38  Wis.  219. 

*  Lee  V.  The  Northwestern  Union  R. 
W.  Co.,  33  Wis.  222,  224.  But  it  is  held 
by  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Minnesota,  that  where  a  prompt 
assessment  of  damages  can  not  proba- 
bly be  had,  and  where  the  right  of  com- 
plainant to  such  damages  is  disputed 
and  doubtful,  a  court  of  chancery  may 
require  a  bond  to  be  given,  and  allow 
the  construction  to  go  on.  This  is 
done  as  within  the  ordinary  powers  of 
a  court  of  chancery,  which  are  admin- 
istered by  the  federal  courts  (they  hold, 
in  this  case,)  irrespective  of  local  laws 
and  state  practice:  Northern  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  St,  Paul,  Minneapolis  & 
Manitoba  Ry.  Co.,  2  McCrary,  260; 
S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  15; 
Cairo  &  F.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Turner,  31 
Ark.  494;  Curtis  v.  St.  Paul,  Stillwater 
&  Taylor's  Falls  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Minn. 
497.  Upon  failure  to  pay  the  bond, 
an  injunction  should  be  granted: 
Cairo  &  F.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Turner.  And 
80,  where  a  stay  of  execution  is  agreed 
to,  upon  failure  to  pay  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time,  an  injunction  may 
be  granted:  Irish  v.  Burlington  &  S. 
W.  R.  R.  Co.,  44  la.  380.  In  New 
York  the  company  has  been  permit- 


ted to  pay  the  compensation  found 
due  by  the  court,  on  an  application  for 
an  injunction,  and  retain  possession 
of  the  land :  Henderson  ».  N.  Y.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

•  Pettibone  v.  The  La  Crosse  &  Mil. 
R.  R.  Co.,  14  Wis.  443;  Atty  Genl. 
p.  Del.  &  B.  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  12  C.  E. 
Green,  1;  Meredith  v.  Sayre,  5  Stew. 
(N.  J.),  557;  Jefferson  &  L.  P.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  'City  of  New  Orleans,  31  La. 
Ann.  478;  Cape  Girardeau  &  B.  M.  G. 
Road  V,  Renfroe,  58  Mo.  265.  But  see 
Murdock  v.  Prospect  Park  &  Coney 
Island  R.  R.  Co.,  73  N.  Y.  579.  Nor, 
where  the  railroad  company  has  en- 
tered with  the  consent  of  the  devisee 
for  life  and  the  trustee  in  i)osse8sion, 
after  making  compensation  to  them, 
and  has  nearly  completed  construc- 
tion, will  an  ir^'unction  be  granted  to 
complainants  claiming  to  be  remain- 
dor  men:  Lanterman  v,  Blairstown 
Ry.  Co.,  28  N.  J.  Ch.  1,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  1. 

*  Pettibone  v.  The  La  Crosse  &  Mil, 
R.  R.  Co.,  14  Wis.  443.  But  a  parol 
license,  granted  by  one  railroad  com- 
pany to  another,  allowing  the  latter  to 
enter  upon  the  right  of  way  of  the  for- 
mer and  construct  a  crossing,  is  revo- 
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priating  the  lands  under  promise  of  payment,  and  the  company 
fails  to  pay,  the  remedy  by  injunction  under  the  statute  is  not 
available.  It  is  only  allowable  when  the  taking  and  appropria- 
tion has  been  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  as,  for  in- 
stance, under  the  right  of  eminent  domain.' 

If  the  taking  lias  occurred  without  either  the  consent  of  the 
owner  or  by  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  it  is  wrongful,  and  in 
Wisconsin  an  action  for  damages  will  lie.'  But  an  injunction 
will  not  lie,  under  the  statute,  for  non-payment  of  a  judgment 
in  trespass.'  And  trespass  will  not  lie  against  the  company  for 
entering  upon  lands  which  have  been  condemned  under  the  stat- 
ute, and  paid  for  by  the  company,  as  its  right  of  way.  When 
the  action  would  not  lie  against  the  company,  it  will  not  lie 
against  the  agent  uf  the  company.* 

Where,  by  an  agreement  with  the  grantees  of  a  mortgagor  of 
land,  made  subsequent  to  the  mortgage,  a  railroad  company  had 
acquired  the  right  to  construct  approaches  to  their  tunnel  over 
the  mortgaged  land,  and  railroad  tracks  thereon,  without  mak- 
ing: comoensation  therefor,  it  was  held  that  the  court  would  not 
inquire  into  the  right  of  the  company,  on  a  petition  by  a  re- 
ceiver appointed  under  foreclosure  proceedings,  for  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  company  from  using  the  land,  and  where  the 
respondents  were  not  made  parties  to  the  bill  to  foreclose.*  Un- 
der the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  mortgagee  was  held  not 
estopped  by  acquiescence.*  The  work  was  allowed  to  go  on,  un- 
der conditions  for  securing  payment.^ 


cable:  N.  P.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  B.  &  M. 
R.  R.  Co.,  sufwa. 

>  Vilaa  V.  ITie  Mil.  k  Miss.  R.  R. 
Co.,  15  Wis.  233;  Pettibone  v.  La 
Crosse  k  Mil.  R.  R.  Co..  14  Wis.  443. 
In  England  a  judgment  mast  first  be 
obtained:  Latimer  r.  Aylesbury  &  B. 
Ry.  Co.,  La«^  Rep.  9  Ch.  Div.  385. 
But  an  agreement  for  a  stay  of  execu- 
tion will  not  have  that  effect:  Irish  r. 
B.  k  S.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

•  Pomen^y  r.  Chicago  k  Mil.  R.  R. 
Co.,  16  Wis.  640;  Loop  r.  Chamber- 
lain, 20  V/is.  135.  And  see  Hibbs  p. 
Chicago  k  Southwestern  Ry.  Co.,  39 
la  340;  Harlow  u.  Marquette,  H.  &  0. 
B.   X  Co.,  41  Mich.  336;    MaxweU 


V.  Bay  City  Bridire  Co.,  Id.  453. 

•Andrews  r.  Farmers'  Loan  &  Trust 
Co.  and  another.  22  Wis.  2S8,  292.  In 
Iowa,  however,  an  injunction  will  lie 
to  restrain  the  company  or  its  lessee 
from  continuing  to  operate  its  road  af- 
ter an  award  of  damages  under  thi 
statute,  until  the  damages  are  paid: 
Hibbs  r.  Chicago  k  S.  W.  Ry.  Co., 
supra, 

•  Burns  v.  Dodge,  9  Wis.  458. 

•  Coe  V.  New  Jei-soy  Midland  Ry. 
Co.,  28  N.  J.  Ch.  27,  14  Am.  Uy. 
Rep.  5. 

•  Ihhl. 
^  Ibid. 
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The  writ  of  injunction  will  not  be  awarded,  in  Wisconsin,  to 
restrain  a  railroad  corporation  from  entering  and  erecting  its 
railroad  upon  the  line  located  tlirough  the  lands  of  a  person, 
upon  the  mere  allegation  that  no  compensation  has  been  made 
therefor,  although  damages  are  alleged  to  have  been  assessed  at 
the  instance  of  the  company*  To  enable  tlie  landowner  to  avail 
himself  of  such  remedj^  he  must  aver  and  show  that  the  com- 
pany threaten  to  take  permanent  possession  thereof  without  pay- 
ing for  the  same/  If,  however,  sucli  averments  be  made  as  show 
that  the  company  threatens  to,  or  is  about  to,  take  permanent 
possession  without  having,  in  some  manner,  by  legal  means, 
caused  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  be  determined  upon,  and  with- 
out tender  or  payment  of  the  same,  an  injunction  in  Wisconsin 
will  lie.'  Likewise,  if  the  company  are  proceeding  to  assess  or 
take  land  for  the  right  of  way,  or  other  railroad  uses,  in  a  man- 
ner unauthorized  by  the  statute,  or  without  complying  with  the 
requirements  thereof,  an  injunction  will  be  awarded  to  restrain 
it  from  thus  violating  the  rights  of  the  landholder.  As,  for 
instance,  if  the  taking  be  allowable  only  after  the  passage  of  a 
resolution  of  the  board  of  directors  declaring  the  same  necessary 
for  the  purposes  designated  in  the  statute,  and  no  such  resolu- 
tion be  passed,  or,  being  passed,  its  passage  is  by  too  small  a 
number  of  directors  to  form  a  quorum,  the  taking  will  be  en- 
joined/ But,  by  the  act  of  Wisconsin  of  1861,  the  right  to 
inaugurate  proceedings  to  assess  damages,  where  a  railroad 
comj)any  appropriates  property  for  its  right  of  way  without 
making  compensation,  and  without  causing  an  assessment,  is 
conferred  upon  the  property  holder,  and  the  statutory  right  to 
an  injunction  restraining  the  company  from  the  use  of  the 
road  until  payment,  is  limited  to  oases  where  assessments 
have  been  made  and  there  is  default  in  payment.  Under  the 
prior  law,  the  right  to  set  assessment  proceedings  on  foot  was 
confined  to  the  company;  and  for  proceeding  to. occupy  perma- 
nently without  doing  so,  or  if  an  assessment  was  made,  and  the 

>  Diedrichs  v.  The  Northwestern  Un-  Crefk  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  37  Md.  637. 
ion  R.  W.  Co.,  33  Wis.  219,  221.  ^  Stringham  r.  The  Oshkosh  &  Miss. 

2  Diedrichs  ».  The  Northwestern  Un-  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Wis.  471;    Boston    & 

ion  R.  W.  Co.,  33  Wis.  219,  221;  Bohl-  Lowell  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Salem  &  h.  H.  R. 

man  v.  Green  Bay  &  Lake  Pepin  Ry.  Co..  2  Omy,  1;  Jersey  City  Gas  Co.  r. 

Co.,  30  Wis.  105.    And  so  in   Mary-  Dwight,  2  Stew.  (N.  J.j,  242.  / 

land:  New  Cent.  Coal  Co.  r.  George's  // 
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company  was  proceeding  to  occupy  witliont  ]myln2;  tho  same,  an 
injunction  la}'.  But,  as  modified,  the  statute  now  <rives  tlie  in- 
junction only  for  omitting  to  pay  the  assessment,  to  cause  the 
making  of  which  both  parties  now  have  tlie  power/ 

In  Maine,  an  injunction  to  restrain  a  railroad  company  from 
tlie  use  of  its  right  of  way,  on  the  ground  of  non-payment  of 
the  judgment  for  damages  assessed  for  such  right  of  way  by  the 
court  of  county  commissioners,  will  be  denied,  by  analogy  to 
the  statute  of  limitations,  if  six  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
rendition  of  the  judgment,  such  commissioners  court  not  being 
a  court  uf  record,  and  the  limitation  of  actions  in  said  state  be- 
ing, by  statute,  six  years  U|x>n  all  judgments  not  of  a  court  of 
record.  The  court  say:  *'If  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover,  in 
a  suit  on  his  claim,  he  can  not  have  this  summary  remedy  by 
injunction.  His  legal  right  to  the  payment  of  damages,  and  to 
enforce  that  right  at  law,  must  be  shown."' 

Nor  will  an  injunction  lie,  under  the  statute  of  Maine,  to 
restrain  the  use  of  a  right  of  way  by  a  railroad  company,  at  the 
suit  of  the  assignee  of  the  claim  and  judgment  for  damages 
awarded  to  the  landholder  for  the  same.  The  language  of  the 
8t4itute  IS  not  broad  enough  to  cover  the  case  of  an  assignee  of 
the  money  awarded.  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Maine, 
Appleton,  Chief  Justice,  say:  **The  rights  of  the  owner  of  the 
land  taken  are  to  be  protected  by  the  proceedings  in  equity. 
The  hiir  is  to  be  tiled  bv  the  one  own  ins:  the  estate  used  and 
occupied.  The  injunction  is  against  the  use  and  occupation  of 
At^land  taken.  *  *  The  redress  by  injunction  is  given  to  the 
owner  of  the  estate  used  and  occupied,  and  to  no  one  else."  If 
the  assessment  money  be  not  paid  or  secured,  as  required  by  the 
statute,  it  is  the  owner  of  the  land  over  which  the  right  of  way 
is  taken,  and  no  one  else,  who  may  maintain  such  proceeding.' 


'  Andrews  v.  Farmers'  Loan  &  Tnnt 
Co.  and  another,  22  Wis.  288. 

'  Mooere  r.  The  Kennebec  &  Portland 
B.  R.  Co.,  58  Maine,  279,  281.  But 
Bee  Oilman  v,  Sheboygan  &  Fond  du 
Lac  R.  R.  Co.,  40  Wis.  653,  i:^  Am. 
Ry.  R^p.  468.  It  is  also  held  in  thin 
case,  that  as  the  statute  allows  the 
railroad  company  thirty  days  to  pay 
the  damages  assessed  for  its  right  of 


way,  after  demand  of  payment  there- 
of, no  injunction  would  lie  merely  for 
non-payment,  unless  it  was  shown 
that  such  demand  had  been  made 
more  than  thirty  dayn  before  the  mak- 
ing of  the  application  for  allowance 
of  the  writ:    Ih.  282. 

*  Illsley  V.  The  Portland  and  Roches- 
ter R.  R.  Co.,  56  Maine,  531,  537. 
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And  a  railroad  company  entering  into  premises  of  a  land- 
owner for  tlie  construction  of  its  road,  under  a  license  from  such 
landholder,  and  afterward  violating  the  terms  thereof,  will  be 
enjoined  from  continuing  to  construct  and  complete  the  ruad 
through  such  premises  other  than  in  conformity  to  the  terms  of 
the  license,  or  else  until  payment  of  the  damages  for  the  right 
of  wav  be  made  or  secured.* 

An  injunction  will  not  lie  to  restrain  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road on  trestle  work  in  a  public  street,  on  the  application  of  an 
abutting  landholder,  upon  the  bare  allegation  in  the  bill  that  the 
construction  will  work  an  irreparable  injury,  without  nuy  show- 
ing or  averment  as  to  how  or  in  what  manner  it  will  be  irrepa- 
rable. Such  works  are  easily  moved,  if  wrongful,  and  the  injury, 
if  any,  will  be  thereby  repaired;  but  before  relief  in  equity  will  be 
given,  either  preventive  or  remedial,  the  rights  of  the  parties 
should  be  tried  and  determined  at  law.'* 

Under  the  act  of  the  Wisconsin  assembly  of  May  10,  1858, 
if  a  railroad  corporation  take  land  for  its  right  of  way,  depot 
grounds,  or  other  railroad  purposes,  and  appropriate  the  same  to 
its  use  for  the  space  of  six  months  without  making  just  compen- 
sation therefor,  the  landholder  is  entitled  to  an  injunction 
restraining  the  company  from  the  use  of  such  lands  until 
compensation  therefor  be  made  to  those  entitled  to  receive  the 
same,  and  until  the  payment  also  of  the  costs  of  such  injunctioo 
proceeding.' 

7.  Against  the  company,  to  prevent  suit  for  capital  stock. 
— If,  by  consolidation  of  a  railroad  company  with  another  com- 


'Unangst's  Appeal,  55  Penn.  St. 
128;  Evansville,  H.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Grady,  6  Bush,  144. 

*Schunneier  v.  The  St.  Paul  & 
Pacific  R.R.  Co.,  8  Minn.  113;  Whit- 
man V.  The  St.  Paul  &  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.  and  another,  8  Minn.  116. 

^  Davis  V.  The  La  Crosse  &  Mil. 
R.R.  Co.  and  another,12  Wis.  16;  Ford 
V.  Chicago  &  N.  Westeni  R.  R.  Co., 
14  Wis.  609.  A  judgment  rendered 
against  the  company  for  the  damages 
in  such  proceeding  for  an  injunction, 
will  not  be  permitted  to  stand  where 
there  are  liens  against  the  land  taken 


which  remain  unprovided  for;  but  the 
injunction  will  be  sustained  until  com- 
pliance on  the  part  of  the  company 
with  the  law  requiring  compensation 
to  be  made  for  the  land  taken  and 
damages:  Davis  p.  L.  A  M.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra.  Open  possession  by 
a  railroatl  company  of  its  right  of 
way  is  sufficient  evidence  of  title  to 
sustain  an  injunction  to  prevent  inter- 
ference therewith  by  another  company 
without  its  consent:  Northern  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.  t'.  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  & 
Mnnitoba  Ry.  Co.,  1  McCrary,  302; 
S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cob,  12. 
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pany,  such  radical  and  fundamental  clians^e  is  made  in  the 
enterprise  as  to  make  it  entirely  a  different  one  than  the  one 
contemplated  by  the  original  orii^anization  to  wliichsnbscriptionB 
liave  been  made,  the  effect  thereof  is  to  wholly  release  subscribers 
from  liability  to  pay  subscriptions,  whether  the  same  be  in  the 
shape  of  subscriptions  proper  as  to  form,  or  of  separate  obli- 
gations; and  in  such  case,  if  an  effort  is  made  at  enforcement 
thereof,  relief  ao^ainst  the  same  will  be  afforded  by  injunction.' 

Where  a  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  a  corporation  has 
been  illegally  and  unauthorizedly  made  by  a  county,  an  assess- 
ment of  taxes  to  pay  the  same  is  invalid  in  law.'  And  although 
a  sale  of  land  so  assessed  by  the  tax  collector  for  such  tax  will 
be  in  like  manner  illegal  and  void,  yet  a  sale  thereof  will  be  re- 
strained by  injunction,  on  application  of  the  landowner,  on  the 
ground  that  such  sale  will  phiceacloud  upon  the  title  of  the  own- 
er.' And  though  the  law  allows  a  county  to  subscribe  for  capital 
stock  apon  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  or  voters  of  the  county,  and 
yet  does  not  expressly  require  notice  of  the  election  to  be  given, 
nevertheless  a  vote  or  election  had  without  notice  will  be  invalid.* 
The  notice  should  conform  in  such  cases  to  those  for  general 
elections.' 

An  injunction  will  not  He  to  restrain  a  railroad  corporation 
from  the  collection  of  capital  stock  upon  the  mere  ground  that 
the  company  are  intending  to  expend  the  money,  when  collected, 
in  the  construction  of  the  work  in  a  county  other  than  the  one 
in  which,  by  the  alleged  terms  of  subscription,  it  was  to  be  ex- 
pended, when  in  fact  no  such  terms,  restrictions  or  conditions 
exist  in  the  written  subscription  paper  or  subscription.  The 
writin<r  itself  is  the  evidence  of  the  contract*  Nor  will  the 
alleged,  or  even  the  actual,  insolvency  of  the  company,  work  a 
release  of  the  subscription,  or  afford  ground  for  an  injunction  to 
restrain  its  collection;  but  on  the  contrary  affords,  in  behalf  of 
creditors,  the  greater  necessity  for  collecting  the  dues  and  re- 
sources of  the  company.' 

» lllinoia  Grand  Trunk  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Court,  48  Mo.  390. 

Cook,  Admr.,  29  111.  237,  243.             '  » McPike  v.  Pen,  51  Mo.  63. 

•McPike  V.  Pen,  51  Mo.  63.    But  *  McPike  r.  Pen.  51  Mo.  63. 

if  the  bonds,  being  negotiable,  come  *  McPike  r.  Pen,  51  Mo.  63. 

into  the  hands  of  innocent  holders  be-  •Dili  and  others  v.  Wabash  Valley 

fore  matnrity,  they  are  valid,  and  will  R.  R.  Co.,  21  111.  91. 

be  enforced:    State  v.  Saline  County  'Dill  and  others  p.  Wabash  Valley 
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8.  Against  the  company  to  prevent  breach  of  contract  to 
locate  depot. — The  breach  by  a  railroad  company  of  a  contract 
to  locate  its  depot  at  a  particular  place,  in  consideration  of  a 
donation  of  tlie  riglit  of  way  and  the  ground  to  locate  such 
depot  on,  is  no  cause  for  equitable  interference,  but  is  a  matter 
for  which  a  remedy  is  plainly  attainable  by  suit  at  law,  as  in 
other  cases  actionable  at  law."  Such  being  the  law,  a  court  of 
equity,  where  no  other  ground  of  equitable  interference  is 
shown,  will  not  interpose  by  an  injunction  to  prevent  a  rail- 
road company  from  locating  its  depot  elsewhere  than  at  the 
place  contemplated  by  such  contract,  or  to  prevent  a  mere  breach 
of  the  contract  in  that  respect,  but  will  leave  the  party  to  his 
action  at  law  for  damages,  if  any  be  by  such  breach  sustained.^ 
If  the  company,  in  such  ca?e,  commit  a  breach  of  the  contract, 
by  locating  its  road  elsewhere,  and  still  appropriate  to  its  con- 
tinued use  the  right  of  way  thus  obtained  or  entered  upon,  the 
remedv  of  the  owner  is  bv  an  action  for  damages  as  to  the  breach, 
and  by  assessment  and  condemnation  of  the  right  of  way,  as 
to  that  branch  of  the  injury,'  under  the  statute.* 

9.  Against  the  company  to  restrain  it  from  constructing 
branches  before  the  main  line. — Where  the  ability  of  a  rail- 
road company  to  construct  its  main  line  is  doubtful,  it  will  be 
restrained,  at  the  suit  of  a  municipality  which  has  subscribed 
for  its  stock  and  issued  bonds  therefor  in  aid  of  the  main  line, 
from  wasting  its  means  in  constructing  branch  roads.*  And 
where  the  branch,  when  completed,  will  be  a  complete  user  of 
the  company's  franchise,  and  will  give  it  a  continuous  road 
between  the  termini  named  in  its  charter,  but  not  passing 
through  or  near  the  plaintiff  municipality,  as  the  proposed  main 
line  did,  and  there  is  no  apparent  design  to  continue  the  roafd 
on  such  main  line,  the  construction   of  the  branch  will  be  re- 


R.  R.  Co.,  21  III.  91;  Henry  r.  Ver- 
million &  A.  R.  R.  Co.,  17  Ohio. 
187;  Germantown  Pass.  Ry.  Co.  r. 
Fitleis  60  Penn.  St.  124. 

*  Gallagher  v.  Fayette  County  R.  R. 
Co.,  88  Penn.  St.  102. 

*  Gallagher  r.  Fayette  County  R.  R. 
Co.,  38  Penn.  St.  102. 

*  Gallagher  r.  Fayette  County  R.  R. 
Co.,  38  Penn.  St.  102.    See  Pusey  v. 


Wright,  31  Penn.  St.  387;  Horn  back 
V.  Cincinnati  &  Zanesville  R.  R.  Co., 
20  Ohio  St.  81;  Hubbard  v.  Kansas 
City,  St.  Jo9.  &  C.  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  63 
Mo.  68;  Doe  r.  Leeds  &  Bradford  Ry. 
Co.,  16  Q.  B.  796. 

*  Town  of  Platteville  v.  Galena  * 
S.  Wis.  R.  R.  Co.,  43  Wis.  49^3,  17 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  1.  But  a  railroad 
company  will  not  be  enjoined  from 
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strain  Oil  as  a  *' diversion"  of  the  road  from  sucli  iminicipality, 
within  sec.  23,  ch.  119,  of  the  Wisconsin  laws  of  1872.*  And  if, 
pending  an  appeal  from  an  order  against  such  a  diversion,  the 
company  go  on  and  build  the  branch,  the  order  may  neverthe- 
less be  reversed.* 

10.  By  the  company  to  prevent  taking  depot  grounds  for 
pablio  highway. — Although  an  injunction  will  not  lie,  at  the  suit 
of  a  railroad  company,  to  restrain  the  laying  out  and  opening  of 
a  highway  for  mere  irregularity  in  the  proceedings,  when  tliere 
is  no  want,  of  a  substantial  nature,  of  a  right  to  lay  out  and  open 
the  same,'  yet  an  attempt  to  take  the  grounds  of  the  company 
which  are  necessary  for  its  depot  purposes,  engine  houses,  or 
other  buildings  at  a  station,  for  the  purposes  of  an  ordinary  high- 
way, is  unlawful,  and  as  against  the  right  so  to  do,  an  injunction 
will  be  allowed.*  And  a  legislative  grant  to  run  a  highway  across 
the  track  or  tracks  of  a  railroad,  without  compensation,  does  not 
autliorize  the  running  of  the  same  through  grounds  acquired 
and  necessary  for  station  purposes,  engine  houses,  turn-tables,  or 
other  necessary  structures  of  the  company,  which  can  not,  as 
highway  and  railroad  crossings  can,  be  used  by  the  public  and 
railroad  company  in  common.* 

11.  By  the'  company  to  restrain  levy  for  taxes. — A  bill  in 
equity  will  lie  to  restrain  the  collection  of  an  illegal  tax,  consti- 
tuting an  apparent  lien/     An  injunction,  however,  does  not  lie 


constractingr  a  part  only  of  its  line: 
Auroi-a  &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.  r.  City 
of  Lawrenceburgh,  56  Ind.  80,  18 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  136;  Same  v.  Miller, 
Id.  88,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  144. 

>  Ibid. 

>  Ibid. 

•Albany  Northern  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Brownell  and  another,  24  N.  Y.  (10  E. 
D.  Smith),  345. 

*The  Albany  Northern  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Brownell  and  another,  24  N.  Y.  315. 

•Albany  Northern  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Brownell.  24  N.  Y.  345,  351.  See  In 
re  City  of  Buffalo,  68  N.  Y.  167;  S.  C. 
(>4  N.  Y.  547;  City  of  Bridgeport  v.  N. 
Y.  *  New  Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  36  Conn. 
25  >;  Danbury  &  Norwalk  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Town  of  Norwalk,  37  Conn.  109;  City 


of  Hannibal  v.  Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  Mo.  480;  Northern  Cent. 
Ry.  Co.  r.  City  of  Bait.,  46  Md.  425; 
City  of  Atlanta  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  &  B. 
Co.,  53  Ga.  120.  Moreover,  if  such 
grounds  be  improved  by  buildings  al- 
ready erected  thereon,  then  the  taking 
them  for  an  highway  is  prohibited 
by  statute  in  New  York,  even  in  the 
possession  of  a  natural  person,  unless 
compensation  be  made  therefor:  A. 
N.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Brownell,  supra. 

*  Marquette,  Houghton  &  Outona- 
gon  R.  R.  Co.  V.  City  of  Marquette, 
35  Mich.  504,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  179; 
Scofieldr.  City  of  Lansing,  17  Id.  4:)7. 
But  the  collec  ion  of  the  whole  tax 
will  not  be  enjoined  simply  becanse, 
in  determining  the  valuation  of  an 
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to  restrain  a  levy  upon  rolling  stock  for  the  collection  of  a  tax, 
upon  the  mere  allegation  that  the  tax  is  illec^al,  and  where  no 
otJier  valid  ground  for  the  writ  is  alleged.  It  does  not  lie  to 
prevent  the  commission  of  a  trespass,  where  neither  insolvency  of 
the  party  committing  the  act  nor  irremediable  mischief  is 
shown.  The  simple  allegation  of  illegality  is  not  enough.*  Nor 
is  it  ground  for  allowing  the  writ  that,  by  the  statute,  rolling 
stock  is  for  some  other  purposes  declared  to  be  real  estate.  Such 
special  status  does  not  necessarily  apply  to  purposes  other  than 
those  contemplated  by  the  statute.     It  is  not  general.* 


aggrei^ate  property,  ex^^mpt  property 
may  have  been  included  as  a  factor: 
Huck  V.  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co., 
86  111.  352,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  419. 
And  the  collection  of  a  tax  against 
one  company,  assessed  upon  its  capital 
stock  in  excess  of  the  value  of  its 
tangible  property,  will  not  be  enjoined 
because  the  stock  of  other  companies 
has  been  found  by  the  board  of  equal- 
ization not  to  exceed  in  value  its 
tangible  property:  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Siders,  88 
111.  820,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  304.  The 
courts  will  not  assume  that,  in  all  cases, 
the  equalized  value  of  stock  exceeds 
the  assessed  value  of  tangible  property : 
Ibid.  Nor  will  the  collection  be  re- 
strained because  the  superstructure  of 
the  road  (being  of  little  value  aside 
from  the  franchise  to  use  it)  is  included 
in  the  valuation  with  the  franchise, 
nor  for  errors  of  judgment  in  the 
assessors,  or  slight  irregularities :  Ibid; 
Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v,  Russell,  8 
Kans.  558,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  232.  To 
warrant  such  injunction,  it  should  ap- 
p  ar  clearly  that  the  assessment  works 
such  injury  as  a  court  of  equity  alone 
is  competent  to  redress:  Ibid;  Parm- 
ley  V,  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  & 
Southern  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Dill.  13;  Ohver 
V.  Memphis  &  L.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  30 
Ark.  128. 

'  Chicago  &  N.  Western  Ry.    Co. 
r.  The  Borough  of  Fort  Howard  and 


another,  21  Wis.  44;  Union  Pac.  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Lincoln  Co..  2  DUI.  279; 
Parmley  v.  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain 
&  Southern  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Dill.  13; 
State  Railroad  Tax  Cases,  92  U.  S. 
613. 

^  Chicago  &  N.  Western  Ry.  Co. 
V.  The  Borough  of  Fort  Howard  and 
another,  21  Wis.  44.  But  an  allega- 
tion that  the  lands  sought  to  be  taxed 
are  necessary  to  the  proper  operation 
of  the  road,  is  a  suflScient  averment 
of  the  user  of  the  lands  for  that  pur- 
pose, so  as  to  show  their  exemption 
within  a  statutory  provision  exempting 
real  estate  "actually  occup  ed  in  the 
exercise  of  its  franchise,  and  necessary 
or  in  use  in  the  proper  operation  of 
its  road*':  M.,  H.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Marquette,  supra.  It  is  held  in  Ten- 
nessee, that  the  act  of  that  state  of 
1873,  ch.  44,  prohibiting  the  use  of 
w^rits  of  certiorari  and  supersedeas  to 
stay  the  collection  of  a  tax,  is  not  un- 
constitutional: Louisville  &  Nashville 
R.  R.  Co.  t;.  State,  8  Heisk.  663,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  107.  Where  the  real 
purpose  of  a  bill  is  to  have  certain 
taxes  declared  illegal,  and  an  injunc- 
tion is  obtained  as  auxiliary  to  the 
decree,  in  an  action  on  the  injunction 
bond,  attorney  fees  can  not  be  re- 
covered :  Carroll  Co.  v,  Iowa  R.  R.  Land 
Co.,  53  la.  685;  S.  C.  6  N.  W.  Repr. 
69,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  173.  The  United 
States  Courts  have  adopted  the  rule 
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12.  By  the  company  to  prevent  multiplicity  of  suits. — When 
there  are  several  suits  pending  in  court,  wlierein  the  same 
person  is  plaintiff,  and  the  suits  are  all  against  the  same  defend- 
ant, involving  a  disputed  question  which  is  one  and  the  same 
in  all  the  suits,  the  court,  if  it  possesses  equity  powers,  may 
enjoin  the  prosecution  of  all  but  one,  until  the  principle  involved 
can  be  settled  at  law.*  Such,  too,  is  tlie  case  if  the  suits  be  for 
penalties  claimed  under  a  statute.'  And  if  the  court  wherein 
the  several  suits  are  pending  has  not  equity  pciwers,  then  a  court 
of  original  equity  jurisdiction  may  grant  the  injunction.* 

13.  By  the  compjiny  to  prevent  the  commission  of  a  crime. 
— As  an  injunction  will  not  be  granted  to  restrain  the  com- 
mission ofa  crime,  therefore  one  will  not  be  allowed  to  restrain  tlie 
former  owner  of  a  right  of  way  from  using  violence  to  prevent  a 
railroad  company  from  exercising  its  rights  in  building  its  road 
within  the  prescribed  limits  of  its  right  of  way,  when  legally 
procured  by  the  means  prescribed  by  the  statute.  The  courts 
have  full  power  to  punish  crimes,  or  to  prevent  their  commission, 
by  imprisoning  offenders  or. by  binding  them  to  keep  the  peace; 
but  the  civil  process  of  injunction  will  not  lie  in  such  cases. 
The  refusal  of  such  former  owner  to  accept  the  price  does  not 
alter  the  case;  for  when  the  company  have  assessed,  and  deposited 
the  money  where  the  law  requires,  its  right  is  complete  over  the 
locus  in  quo,  and  it  must  both  exercise  and  protect  it  as  others 
do  them.* 

14.  By  the  company  to  prevent  infringement  of  its  franchises. 
— An  injunction  will  not  be  granted  to  restrain  the  laying  of  a 
pipe  for  transporting  oil,  without  authority,  on  the  bottom  of  a 
navigable  river,  on  land  belonging  to  the  state,  and  underneath 
a  draw-bridge  of  complainant,  or  over  complainant's  track,  under 
and  attached  to  a  viaduct  at  a  street  crossing,  where  the  pipe  has 


that  no  injunction  will  be  granted  un- 
less that  portion  of  the  tax  appearing 
to  be  due  has  been  paid  or  tendered : 
State  Railroad  Tax  Cflses,  92  U.  S. 
(2  Otto),  575;  Union  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  «. 
Lincoln  Co.,  2  Dill.  279;  Mobile  & 
Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Moseley,  52  Miss. 
127.  See  Pelton  v,  Natl.  Bank,  101 
U.  S.  143;  Cammings  v.  Same,  Id, 
153. 


*  Third  Avenue  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mayor 
&  Aldermen  of  N.  York  City,  54  N. 
Y.  (9  Sickeh),  159. 

*  Third  Avenue  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mayor 
&  Aldennen  of  New  York  City,  supra. 

•Third  Avenue  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The 
Mayor  &  Aldermen  of  New  York  City, 
supra, 

*  Montgomery  &  West  Point  R.  R. 
Co.  1?.  Walton,  14  Ala.  207. 


\ 
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been  laid  before  the  application  for  the  injunction.'  And  in 
such  case,  where  the  complainant's  franchise  of  carrying  oil  is 
not  exclusive,  such  acts  are  not  in  contravention  thereof,  espe- 
cially where  it  appears  that  the  defendants  intend  to  transport 
their  own  oil  only.'  Irreparable  injury  should  be  shown  to 
justify  the  granting  of  the  injunction.* 

15.  By  the  company  to  restrain  transfer  of  railroad  grant 
lands. — An  injunction  will  not  be  granted  to  restrain  the  doing 
of  an  act  by  the  executive  department  of  a  state  in  its  official 
capacity,  whether  it  proceeds  from  error  of  judgment  or  mis- 
apprehension of  duty.  This  rule  applies  both  to  merely  minis- 
terial acts,  and  to  those  involving  the  exercise  of  a  discretion,  and 
whether  it  arises  out  of  the  constitution  or  a  legislative  enact- 
ment* Thus  where  it  is  claimed  that  railroad  grant  lands,  the 
legal  title  to  which  is  in  the  state,  equitably  belong  to  the 
plaintiff,  upon  the  payment  of  certain  claims  for  construction, 
and  that  the  governor  in  his  official  capacity  is  about  to  sell  and 
convey  the  same,  such  transfer  will  not  be  restrained.*  Nor  in 
such  case  will  the  court  retain  jurisdiction  as  to  the  other 
defendants,  contractors  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  over 
such  granted  lands,  against  whom  the  plaintiff  has  no  cause  of 
action,  but  seeks  auxiliary  relief  (an  accounting  as  to  their 
claims  for  such  construction)  in  aid  of  his  demand  against  the 
state,  upon  which  the  court  can  make  no  adjudication.* 

16.  By  railway  receiver  to  protect  his  rights  as  such. — Wlien 
a  receiver  has  been  appointed  for  an  insolvent  railroad  corpo- 
ration, and  an  order  of  sequestration  is  made,  placing  the  road, 
property,  rights  and  credits  of  the  company  in  his  hands,  sub- 
ject to  the  court,  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned,  and  one 
or  more  individual  creditors  will  not  thereafter  be  permitted  to 
enforce  their  judgments  or  prosecute  judicial  proceedings  against 
the  company,  or  against  individual  corporators  thereof,  but  will 
be  restrained  by  injunction  from  so  doing,  on  proper  application 

>  United  N.  J.  R.  R.  &  Canal  Co.  r.  Graff,   27  Minn.  1;    S.  C.  6  N.  W. 

Standard  Oil  Co..  33  N.  J.  Ch.  123;  S.  Repr.  341,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  419. 
C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  3:3;  Central         » W.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  DeGraff,  supra. 
R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J.  V.  Same,  LI.  127,         •W.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  DeGraff,  supra, 

S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  36.  Ch.  201,  Sp.  Lavs  of  1877,  of  Minne- 

'  Ibid.  Bota,  do  not  authorize  such  retention  of 

*  Ibid,  the  action:  Ibtd, 

*  Western  R.  R.  Co.  of  Minn.  p.  De 
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of  such  receiver,  to  the  end  tliat  all  the  assets  of  the  company 
sliall  be  subjected  and  distributed  by  the  court  to  the  payment  of 
the  claims,  yro  rata^  of  all  creditors  alike,  subject  only  to  such 
preferences,  priority  or  liens  as  the  court  shall  lind  to  be  just  and 
rio^ht,  if  any  such  there  be.* 

17.  By  tax  payer  to  prevent  illegal  issae  of  bonds  to  railroad 
company. — Where  the  officers  of  a  county,  or  other  municipal 
corporation,  are  about  to  illegally  create  a  liability,  as  for  instance 
the  making  of  an  unauthorized  subscription  to  the  capital  stock 
of  a  railroad,  or  other  private  corporation,  or  are  about  to  issue 
bonds  of  the  municipality  to  pay  such  unauthorized  subscription, 
under  such  semblance  of  authority  as  may  result  in  giving  such 
bonds  validity  in  the  hands  of  innocent  holders,  equity  will 
interpose  and  prevent  it  by  injunction,  on  application  of  a  tax 
payer  of  such  municipality.' 

18.  Against  directory  to  prevent  breach  of  trust. — Kail  road 
directors  are  trustees  in  law  for  the  incorporators  or  stockholders, 
and  as  such  will  be  enjoined,  at  the  suit  of  a  stockholder  or  stock- 
holders, from  committing  an  intended  breach  or  abuse  of  their 
trust'  Thus  where  a  newly  elected  directory  are  intending  to  get 
control  of  a  judgment  existing  in  favor  of  the  company,  with  the 
design  of  improperly  using  the  proceeds  thereof,  or  of  improper 
use  of  the  judgment  itself,  equity,  upon  a  proper  case  made,  will 
interfere  by  injunction  and  prevent  it.* 


1  Rankine  v,  Elliott,  16  N.  Y.  377. 

'Allison  and  others  f>.  The  Louis- 
ville, Harrod's  Creek  &  Westport  Ry. 
Co.,  9  BuBh  (Ky.),  247;  Datiess  Co. 
Ct  r.  Howard,  13  Bush,  101 ;  Jackson 
Co.  V.  Brush,  77  III.  59;  Wright  v. 
Bishop,  88  111.  302,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
301;  Wellsborough  r.  N.  Y.  &  Can. 
R.  R.  Co.,  76  N.  Y.  182;  Lawson  v, 
Schnellen,  33  Wis.  288;  Wagner  f>. 
Meety,  69  Mo.  150;  Concord  r.  Ports- 
mouth Sav.  Bank.  92  Q.  S.  625;  Redd 
V.  Henry  Co.,  31  Gratt.  695;  Delaware 
Co.  V,  McClintock,  51  Ind.  325.  The 
company  is  not  a  necessary  party: 
Jager  r.  Doherty,  61  Ind.  528;  Bittin- 
jfer  V.  BelK  65  Ind.  445.  After  the 
bonds  are  issued,  no  ixg' unction  will  be 


granted  unless  the  municipality  has  a 
valid  defense  to  them:  Wilkinson  «. 
City  of  Peru,  61  Ind.  1 .  The  court  will, 
in  a  proper  case,  decree  the  cancellation 
of  bonds  illegally  issued:  Springport 
p.  Teutonia  Sav.  Bank,  75  N.  Y.  397. 
And  if  illegal  in  the  first  place,  a  cur- 
ative act  of  the  logislature  will  not 
remedy  the  illegality,  if  passed  after 
the  inception  of  suit  by  such  tax  payer: 
Allison  r.  L.,  H.  C.  &  W.  Ry.  Co., 
supra, 

'Fisher  t».  Concord  R.  R.  Co.,  50 
N.  H.  200;  Northern  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Concord  R.  R.  Co.,  IS.  175. 

*  Fisher  v.  Concord  R.  R.  Co.,  50 
N.  H.  200;  Northern  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Concord  R.  R.  Co.,  Id.  175. 
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Section. 

Wb^n  the  cause  may  be  removed 
on  account  of  citizenship      .    .      1 

When  removable  for  pngudice  or 
local  miluence  ....      2 

When  removable  for  defense  aris- 
ing under  the  Constitution, treat- 
ies or  laws  of  the  United  States      3 

Removal  when  sued  for  loss  or 
damage  caused  by  hostile  forces, 


Section. 
or  by  forces   or  officers  of  the 
United  States  ....      4 

Resident  security  not  required  for 
removal I 

Plaintiff  may  not  prevent  removal 
by  reducing  his  demand  .        .      6 

When  the  proper  application  for 
removal  is  made,  the  state 
court  can  go  no  further     .        .      1 


1.  "When  a  cause  may  be  removed  on  account  of  citisenship. 
— A  suit  against  a  railroad  cor|>oration,  or  other  corporation, 
brought  in  a  different  state  than  tliat  wherein  the  corporation  is 
created,  bv  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  state  in  which  the  suit  is 
brouglit,  may,  if  the  amount  in  controversy  is  of  the  proper  value 
(that  is,  if  of  over  five  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  costs),  be  re- 
moved by  such  railroad  corporation  to  tlie  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  act  of  congress  of  17S9.* 


n  U.  S.  Stat,  at  Large,  78;  1  Bright- 
ley's  Dig.  U.  S.  Laws,  128,  Sec.  19; 
Hatch  F.  The  Chi.,  Kock  IslM  &  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co..  6  Blatch.  C.  C.  R.,  10">; 
S.  C.  1  With's  Corp.  Cas.  79;  Ca.-^e  of 
The  Sewing  Machine  Companies,  18 
WalL  553,  575.  The  proviso  of  the 
24th  section  of  the  act  for  the  creation 
and  regulation  of  incorporated  compa- 
nies in  Ohio,  as  amended  March  19, 
1869  (66  Ohio  L.  32),  so  far  as  it  pro- 
vides that  leoi^inir,  purchasing  or  op- 
erating a  railroad  in  that  state,  bj'  a 
railroid  company  of  another  state, 
phall  be  regrarded  as  a  waiver  of  the 
right   to  remove  cases  to  the  United 


States  courts,  was  held  unconstitu- 
tional in  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Gary.  28  Ohio  St.  2(:»8.  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  97.  But  the  contrary  is  the  rul- 
ing in  Virginia:  Same  r.  Wightman, 
29Gratt.  431,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  351. 
Joint  stock  companies  in  '  New  York, 
possessing  the  essential  attributes  of 
corporations,  are,  like  other  corpora- 
tions, citizens  of  the  state,  and  may 
sue  and  be  sued  in  the  Federal  courts, 
and  exercise  the  right  of  removal  like 
otlier  corporations:  Fargo  r.  Louis- 
ville, X.  A.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.,  6  Fed.  Repr. 
787;  S.  C.  1  Am.  and  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
61S. 
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Siieli  removal  is  effected  by  the  deteiidaiit  hy  filing  in  the  state 
court  in  said  cause,  at  the  time  of  entering  his  appearance 
tlierein,  a  petition  for  the  removal  of  the  cause  into  the  next 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  that  district,  and  by  of- 
fering security  for  filing  in  said  United  States  court,  on  the  first 
day  of  the  next  term  thereof,  copies  of  all  the  files  and  records  of 
such  snit.^ 

If  the  matter  in  controversy  be  a  money  demand,  then  the 
sum  demanded  b}'  the  writ,  or  amount  of  damages  claimed,  is  the 
amount  in  controversy;  but  if  the  action  is  for  property,  then 
the  value  of  the  thing  in  controversy  is  to  be  made  apparent  by 
tlie  affidavit  of  the  defendant,  and  such  other  proof,  if  any,  as 
tlie  court  in  its  discretion   may  require.' 

But  to  sustain  the  removal,  not  only  the  citizenship  of  each 
party,  plaintiff  and  defendant,  must  be  of  the  description  required 
by  the  act  of  congress,  but  also  each  person  of  the  parties,  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  if  more  than  one  there  be,'  unless  the  objectiona- 
ble ones  are  mere  nominal  defendants;  *  or  if  the  suit,  "so  far  as 
it  relates  to  the  alien  defendant,  or  non-resident  defendant,"  is 
instituted  and  prosecuted  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  or  en- 
joining such  defendant;  or  if  the  suit  is  one  which,  so  far  as  it 
respects  such  non-resident  or  alien  defendant,  can  be  finally  de- 
termined without  the  presence  of  the  other  defendant  or  del'end- 
antsas  parties  thereto ;  then  such  alienor  non-resident  defendant 
may  remove  the  same,  so  far  as  regards  his  or  her  self,  into  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  at  any  time  before  the  final  hear- 
ing or  trial  of  the  cause,  by  filing  in  the  state  court  a  petition 
setting  forth  the  existence  of  these  or  one  of  these  facts,  and  such 
other  facts  as  will  bring  the  application  within  the  other  provis- 
ions of  the  statute  in  reference  to  the  removal  of  causes  on  ac- 
count of  the  citizenship  of  the  parties.*     But  such  removal  as  to 


»  Brightley'8  Dig.  U.  S.  Laws,  Vol. 
1,  128,  Sec.  19  and  notes. 

« Hatch  V.  Chi.,  Rock  Island  &  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  Co.,  1  Withrow's  Corp.  Cases, 
79;  Same  case,  6  Blatcb.  C.  0.  R.  105; 
Case  of  the  Sewing  Machine  Compa- 
nies, 18  Wall.  5'3.  575;  Brightley's 
Dig.  U.  S.  Laws, Vol.  1,  p.  128,  Sec.  19. 

*  Wilson  V.  Blod^et,  4  McLean,  363; 
Hubbard  v.  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  25 
Vt  715;  Welch  v.  Tennent,  4  Cal.  203; 


Walsh  V.  Memphis,  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  2  McCrary,  156;  S.  C.  6  Fed. 
Repr.  797,  1  Am.  and  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
628. 

*  Hatch  V.  The  Chicago,  Rock  Isl- 
and &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Blatch.  C. 
C.  R.  lOo;  S.  C.  1st  Wlth's  Corpora- 
tion Cas.  79;  Hazard  v.  Durant,  9  R. 
I.  602. 

*  Ca«e  of  the  Sewing  Machine  Com- 
panies, 18  WaU.  553,  578. 
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the  non-resident  or  alien  defendant  or  defendants,  will  not 
prejudice  or  take  away  the  right  of  the  plaintitF  to  proceed,  at  the 
same  time,  in  the  state  court,  with  the  suit,  as  against  the  remain- 
ing defendant  or  defendants,  if  he  shall  elect  so  to  do.* 

When  corporations  of  different  states  have  become  consoli- 
dated, and  one  of  the  constituent  corporations  issued  in  the  courts 
of  the  state  creating  it,  by  its  clianged  name,  by  a  citizen  or  cor- 
poration of  the  same  state,  another  of  the  constituent  corpora- 
tions, citizen  of  another  state,  can  not  remove  the  cause  to  the 
federal  courts.^  If  a  foreign  corporation  be  adopted  by  a  state, 
it  then  becomes  a  domestic  corporation.  So,  a  consolidated  cor- 
poration, chartered  by  several  states,  is  considered  a  domestic 
corporation  of  each,  in  questions  of  removal.' 

If  a  corporation  be  a  party,  it  is  in  law  a  person,  and  it  is  not 
now  required,  as  formerly,  that  its  members  individually  shall 
•be  of  the  capacity  to  sue  or  be  sued  in  tiic  federal  courts.* 

The  joinder  of  an  oflBcer  of  the  company,  who  is  a  citizen  of  the 
state  wherein  the  suit  is  brought,  as  a  defendant  in  such  suit, 
will  not  prevent  the  removal  into  the  United  States  court,  if  no 
claim  or  relief  be  claimed  as  against  such  officer  personally,  or 
other  than  that  which  is  claimed  against  the  company.  In 
such  case,  the  officer  will  be  regarded  and  treated  by  the  court, 
on  the  application  for  removal,  as  merely  a  nominal  defendant* 

A  suit  against  such  corporation  by  its  corporate  name,  is  re- 
garded in  law  as  a  suit  against  citizens  of  the  state  wherein  and 
by  which  it  is  created.  The  legal  presumption  is  that  its  mem- 
bers are  citizens  of  such  state.  No  averment  or  evidence  is  ad- 
missible to  the  contrary;  and  it  follows,  therefore,  that  for  the  juris- 
dictional purposes  of  the  United  States  circuit  courts,  these  suits, 
so  far  as  they  are  suits  against  the  company,  are  suits  against 
citizens  of  the  state  wherein,  and  by  which,  the  company  is  cre- 
ated. Nothing  done  by  the  company  in  reference  to  the  place 
or  manner  of  transacting  its  business,  and  not  even  a  statute  of 

»  Case  of  the  Sewing  Machine  Com-  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Fed.  Repr.  545;  S.  C.  1 

panics,  18  Wall.  553,  578,  579;  14  U.  Am.  and  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  627,  628. 

S.  Stat,  at  Large,  306.  *  Ciise  of  the  Sewing  Machine  Com- 

2  Chicago  &  Western  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  panics,  18  Wall.  553,  574,  575. 

V.  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  Ry.  Co.,  5  Fed.  Repr.  »  Hatch  v.  The  Chi.,  Rock  IsVa  & 

19;  S.  C.  1  Am.  and  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co..  6   Blatch.  C.  C.  R. 

627.  105;  S.  C.  1  With's  Corp.  Cas.  79. 

»  UphoflF  V.  Chicago.  St.  L.  &  N.  0. 
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another  state  allowiniij  it  to  transact  business  therein,  and  annex- 
ing terms  to  such  privilege,  can  deprive  it  of  the  riglits  and 
privileges  of  a  corporation  of  the  state  wherein  it  is  created.^ 

In  an  application  for  the  removal  of  a  suit  at  law  from  a  state 
court  to  tlie  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  no  other  tlian 
legal  interests  in  the  suit  can  be  considered  in  determining  the 
question  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  question  of  who  are  the  real 
parties  to  the  suit;  and  tliis  is  to  be  done  from  the  records.  The 
court  can  not  go  outside  of  the  case  to  ascertain  wlietlier  some  ])er- 
son  other  than  the  real  plaintiff  has  not  an  equitable  interest  in 
the  cause  of  action.'  The  trustees,  or  survivor  thereof,  in  a  trust 
mortgage,  are  the  real  plaintiffs  in  a  suit  brought  to  enforce  an 
interest  growing  out  of  such  trust'  As  the  cause  of  action  is 
in  such  trustee,  the  court  looks  to  his  citizenship  in  disposing  of 
the  question  of  jurisdiction,  or  of  a  right  of  removal  of  the  suit, 
an(J  not  to  the  residence  of  the  persons  who  are  the  beneficiaries 
of  the  subject-matter  of  litigation.* 

And  as  a  legislative  act  discharging  or  changing  the  trust 
from  one  or  more  trustees  to  others  would  be  invalid  for  impair- 
ing the  obligation  of  the  mortgage  contract,  it  can  not  be  so 
changed  without  the  consent  of  the  cestuis  qvs  trust.  The  right 
would  still  remain  with  the  original  trustees,  who  are  the  proper 
parties  to  a  suit  involving  the  trust  interests.* 

The  right  to  remove  a  cause  from  a  state  court  to  a  United 
States  court,  under  the  twelfth  section  of  the  judiciary  act,  exists 
as  well  where  the  suit  is  on  an  assigned  instrument  as  other- 
wise. The  restriction  of  the  eleventh  section  of  that  act  does  not 
apply  to  cases  wherein  the  plaintiff  is  a  citizen  of  the  state  in 


1  Hatch  9.  The  Chicago,  Rock  Isl- 
and &  Pacific  Railroad  Co.  and  others, 
6  Blatch.  C.  C.  R.  ia5;  S.  C.  1  With. 
Am.  Corp.  Cases,  79,  85;  Louisville,  C. 
&  C.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Letson,  2  How.  497; 
Marshall  v  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.,  16  How.  314;  'J  he  Covingrton 
Drawbridge  Co.  v.  Shepherd,  20  How. 
232;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wheel- 
er. 1  Black,  286;  Chicago  &  N.  W. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Whitton,  13  Wall.  270; 
Manf.  Nat.  Bank  v,  Baack  and  others, 
8  Blatch.   137;    S.  C.   1  With.  Am. 


Corp.  Cnses,  93. 

*Knapp  V.  Railroad  Company,  20 
Wall.  117,  122. 

•  Knapp  V.  Railroad  Co.,  20  W<ill. 
117,  123.  And  they  will  be  regarded 
as  such  in  a  suit  by  them,  on  a  ques- 
tion of  removal  thereof  from  a  state 
to  a  United  States  court:  Ih. 

*  Knapp  V.  Railroad  Company,  20 
Wall.  117.  124. 

» Knapp  V,  Railroad  Co.,  20  Wall. 
117,  122,  123. 
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which  the  suit  is  brouirht,  and  tlie  defendant  is  a  citizen  of  a 
different  state.*  And  a  condemnation  proceeding  may  be  re- 
moved to  the  United  States  conrt  on  account  of  citizenship.' 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1875,  Congress  passed  an  act  entitled 
*'  An  act  to  determine  tlie  jurisdiction  of  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  regulate  the  removal  of  causes  from  state 
courts,  and  for  other  purposes."  By  the  second  section  of  this 
act,  it  is  provided  that  any  suit  of  a  civil  nature,  at  law  or  in 
ecjuity,  then  pending  or  thereafter  brought  in  any  state  court, 
where  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds,  exclusive  of  costs,  the  sum 
or  value  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  arising  under  the  constitu- 
tion or  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  treaties  made  or  which 
shall  be  made  under  their  authority,  or  in  which  the  United 
States  shall  be  plaintiff  or  petitioner,  or  in  which  there  shall  be 
a  controversy  between  citizens  of  different  states,  or  a  contro- 
versy between  citizens  of  the  same  state  claiming  lands  un^er 
grants  of  different  states,  or  a  controversy  between  citizens  of  a 
state  and  foreign  states,  citizens  or  subjects,  either  party  may 
remove  said  suit  into  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  proper  district.  And  when,  in  any  such  suit,  there  shall  be  a 
controversy  which  is  wholly  between  citizens  of  different  states, 
and  which  can  be  fullv  determined  as  between  them,  then  either 
one  or  more  of  the  plaintiffs  or  defendants  actually  interested 
in  such  controversy  may  remove  such  suit  into  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  proper  district 

The  process  of  removal  provided  in  this  act  is,  1st.  To  tile  a 
petition  in  the  state  court,  before  or  at  the  term  at  which  the 
cause  can  be  first  tried,  and  before  the  trial  thereof,  for  the  re- 
moval of  such  suit  into  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  held  in  the  district  where  such  suit  is  pending,  stating  the 
grounds  for  removal.  2d.  And  make  and  file  with  such  petition 
a  bond,  with  good  and  sufficient  surety,  for  his  or  their  entering 
in  such  circuit  court,  on  the  first  day  of  its  then  next  session,  a 
copy  of  the  record  in  such  suit,  and  for  paying  all  costs  that  may 
be  awarded  by  said  circuit  court  in  case  said  conrt  holds 
that  the  suit  is  wrongfully  or  improperl}'  removed  thereto;  and 
also  for  there  appcnring  and  entering  special  bail  in  such  suit, 

'  BiiBhjiell  V.  KPTin^dy,  9  Wall.  3S7;  ^go^nj  Qq    ^^  Patterson,  98  U.  S. 

Ay  res  v.  The  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  4-3      403. 
N.  T.  260. 
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> 

if  special  bail  was  originally  requisite  therein.  This  having 
been  done,  the  state  court  is  to  accept  the  petition  and  bond, 
and  proceed  no  further  in  the  cause.  The  copy  must  then  be 
entered  into  the  said  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  the  then  next  term,  together  with  the  ap- 
pearance thereto  of  the  party  obtaining  the  removal-,  and  the 
cause  is  then  to  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  originally 
commenced  in  said  United  States  court,*  If,  liowever,  from 
the  time  of  removal  there  be  less  than  twenty  days  intervening 
before  the  next  term,  then  the  entering  the  copy  into  the  United 
Stiites  court,  and  ap])earance  of  the  party,  must  be  within  twenty 
davs  from  the  date  of  the  removal. 

If  the  suit  be  a  monied  action,  then  the  sum  claimed  in  the 
declaration  or  petition  of  plaintiff  is  evidence  of  the  amount  in 
controversy,  and  no  additional  proof  thereof  is  required;  but  if 
for  property,  then  the  value  is  to  be  shown  by  affidavit,  or  other 
evidence  satisfactory  to  the  court. 

In  a  recent  case  this  statute  has  received  a  partial  exposition 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  As  to  the  first 
clause  of  the  second  section,  it  is  held  the  cause  may  be  removed 
where  tlie  controversy  is  between  citizens  of  different  states, 
irrespective  of  the  question  who  are  the  actual  plain titfs  and  de- 
fendants in  the  suit.  The  matter  in  dispute  must  first  be  deter- 
mined, and  the  statics  of  the  parties  determined  with  reference 
to  that  alone.  In  this  respect  the  new  law  diifers  from  the  old, 
for  under  that  the  pleadings  only  were  looked  to  to  ascertain  the 
parties.'  As  to  the  second  clause,  the  Supreme  Court  reserve 
their  opinion,  no  question  on  it  arising  in  that  case.  In  casei 
pending  in  state  courts  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  an 
ipplication  for  removal  made  at  tlie  first  term  thereafter  is  in 
apt  time.'  Upon  the  question  whether  the  application  is  made 
batbre  trial,  it  is  held  that  the  trial  must  be  actually  in  progress 
in  the  orderly  course  of  proceeding,  in  order  to  bar  the  right  of 
removal.*    A  party  entitled  to  a  removal  who  is  denied  such 

'  Act  of  Cong.  3d  March,  1875,  sees.  See  this  case  also  for  form  of  petition 

1  and  2;  Laws  of  2d  session  43  Cong.,  for  removal,  held  good. 

470,  471.  'Meyer  v.  Const.  Co.,  supra, 

*  Meyer  v.  Construction  Co.,  100  U.  *  Meyer  v.  Const.  Co  ,  supra, 
S.  457;  S.  C.  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  465. 
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right  and  forced  to  trial,  loses  none  of  his  rights  bj  defending 
the  action.* 

2.  "When  removable  for  prejudice  or  local  Inflaence. — By  the 
act  of  Congress  of  2d  of  March,  1867,  any  suit  brought  in  a  state 
court,  in  which  there  is  a  controversy  between  a  citizen  of  tlie 
state  in  which  the  suit  is  brought  and  a  citizen  or  corporation 
of  another  state,  and  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds  tlie  sum  of 
five  hundred  dolhirs,  exchisive  of  costs,  may  be  reni<jved  into 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  by  such  citizen  or  corpo> 
ration  of  anotlier  state,  whetlier  plaintiff  or  defendant,  by  mak- 
ing and  filing  in  such  state  court  an  affidavit,  stating  that  such 
citizen  or  corporation  has  reason  to  and  does  believe  that,  frotn 
prejudice  or  local  influence,  he  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  justice 
in  sucli  state  court,  and  by  filing  with  such  affidavit  a  petition 
in  sucii  state  court,  at  any  time  before  the  final  hearing  or  trial 
of  sucn  suit,  praying  for  the  removal  thereof  into  the  next  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  to  be  held  in  the  district  where 
the  suit  is  pending,  and  by  offering  good  and  sufiicient  security 
for  entering  in  such  United  States  court,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  copies  of  all  process,  pleadings,  depositions,  testimony, 
and  other  proceedings  in  said  suit." 

Under  this  act  of  Congress,  a  party,  if  the  case  be  otherwise 
of  a  proper  character  for  removal,  may  remove  his  suit,  whether 
he  be  plaintiff  or  defendant,  into  the  United  States  court,  at  any 
time  before  the  final  hearing  or  trial;  and  this,  too,  although  the 
party  seeking  to  remove  the  same  he  plaintiff,  and  has  volunta- 
rily elected  to  commence  his  action  in  the  court  of  the  state.* 
And  the  same  rule  applies  to  actions  commenced  before  the 
enactment  of  the  amendatory  act  of  1867,  if  such  actions  be 
still  pending  subsequently  to  the  passage  of  said  act.* 

When  a  right  of  action  exists  in  a  party,  whether  at  common 
law  or  given  by  statute,  of  a  character  otherwise  capable  of  be- 
inff  brousrht  in,  or  removed  to,  a  court  of  the  United  States,  no 
state  can  make  any  valid  law  requiring  the  same  to  be  prose- 
cuted  exclusively   in    the   court  or  courts  of  the  state.*     Nur 

'Meyer  r.  Const.  Co.;   Ins.  Co.  v.  13  Wall.  270. 

Dunn,  19  Wall.  214.  *  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Whitton. 

2 14  U.   States  Statutes  at  Large,  13  Wall.  270. 

558;  Brightley'8  Dig.  L.  U.  S.,  Vol.  2,  ^  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v,  Whitton, 

116,  sec.  17.  13  Wall.  270. 

»  Chi.  &  N.W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Whitton, 
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doed  it  matter  to  the  contrary  that  the  right  of  action  be  con- 
ferred by  a  statute  of  the  state,  and  that  the  statute  confines  the 
right  to  prosecute  the  same  in  terms  to  the  courts  of  such  state. 
In  either  case  such  statutory  requirement  is  invalid,  as  an  inva- 
sion of  the  rightful  and  constitutional  authority  of  the  national 
government' 

3.  When  removable  for  defense  arising  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, treaties  or  laws  of  United  States. — When  a  suit  or  action  is 
commenced  in  a  state  court  by  any  person,  wheresoever  resident, 
against  a  railroad  corporation  organized  under  the  laws  of  tlie 
United  States,  for  any  liability  or  alleged  liability  of  such 
corporation,  or  any  member  thereof  as  such  member,  such 
corporation,  or  officer  or  member  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be, 
mav  have  such  suit  or  action,  whether  the  same  be  at  law  or  in 
equity,  removed  from  the  court  wherein  it  may  be  pending  to 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  or  proper  United  States 
court,  by  filing  a  petition  for  such  removal,  verified  by  oath, 
either  before  or  after  joining  issue  therein,  claiming  to  have  a 
defense  arising  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  treaty  or  law  of  the  United  States,  and 
offering  ja^ood  security  for  entering  into  such  United  States  court, 
on  the  first  day  of  its  next  session,  copies  of  all  process,  plead- 
ings, depositions,  testimony  and  other  proceedings  in  such 
suit* 

4.  Removal  when  sued  for  loss  or  damage  caused  by  hostile 
forces,  or  by  forces,  or  olScers  thereof,  of  United  States. — Under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  January  22, 1869,  amendatory  of  the  act 
of  March  3, 1863,  when  any  suit  or  action  at  law,  or  prosecution, 
civil  or  criminal,  commenced  in  .any  state  court  against  the 
owner  or  owners  of  any  railway,  or  against  any  railroad  corpo- 
ration, engaged  in  the  transportation,  as  common  carriers,  of  goods, 
wares  or  merchandise,  for  any  loss  or  damage  which  may  have 
happened  to  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  delivered  to  such 
owner  or  corporation  for  transportation,  while  engaged  as  com- 
mon carriers,  by  the  aists  of  those  engaged  in  hostility  to  the 

'Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Whitton,  created  by  the  United  States,  is  a  suit 

13  Wall.  270.  arising:  under  the  laws  of  the  United 

M5th  Vol.  U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large,  States:  Union  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Mc- 

227;  Briffhtley's  Dig.  L.  U.  S.,  Vol.  2,  Comb,   17  Blatch.  510;    S.  C.  1  Fed, 

116,  sec.  J8.    A  suit  by  a  corporation  Repr.  799,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  266. 
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government  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  rebellion,  or 
loss  or  damage  occasioned  by  any  forces  of  the  United  States,  or 
officers  in  command  of  such  forces,  if  the  defendant  or  defendants 
in  such  action  or  prosecution  file  a  sworn  petition,  stating  the 
facts,  at  the  time  of  entering  appearance  in  said  cause  or  pros* 
ocution,  to  remove  the  same  for  trial  to  the  next  circuit  court  of 
the  Vnited  States  for  the  district  wherein  the  suit  is  pending, 
and  oifer  good  and  sufficient  surety  for  filing  in  such  United 
States  court,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  term  thereof, 
copies  of  the  process  and  other  proceedings  against  such  de- 
fendant, and  for  appearance  in  said  United  States  court,  and  en- 
tering special  bail,  if  bail  was  originally  required  therein,  then, 
and  in  such  case,  the  defendant  or  defendants  will  be  entitled  to 
have  such  cause  or  prosecution  ren)oved  to  such  circuit  court  of 
^  the  United  States  for  trial,  and  the  state  court  must,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  a  reasonable  discretion,  accept  such  security;  and  tlie.re- 
after  it  can  proceed  no  farther  therein.* 

5.  Resident  security  not  required  for  removal. — Kesidcnt  se- 
curity is  not  required  of  persons  litigating  in  the  United  States 
courts.  In  order  to  litigate  in  the  federal  courts  a  party  must, 
in  most  cases,  be  non-resident  of  the  state,  and  to  exact  of  such 
parties  resident  security  would  be  great  injustice.'  Such  being 
the  general  doctrine  held  upon  the  subject,  it  follows  that  a  non- 
resident defendant,  applying  to  remove  a  cause  into  the  federal 
court,  may  not  be  I'equired  to  give  i-esident  security  in  the  bond 
for  entering  the  papers  and  an  appearance  in  the  United  States 
court,  to  entitle  him  to  the  order  of  removal. 

The  court  may  exercise  a  treasonable  discretion  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  security  in  point  of  responsibility;  but  such  dis- 
cretion, if  the  order  is  denied,  may  be  reviewed  b^^  the  United 
States  court,  on  application  thereto  for  an  order  of  removal,  or 
upon  the  question  of  exercising  jurisdiction,  if  the  papers  be 
filed  therein  without  an  order,  when  the  order  is  denied. 

When  the  proper  application  and  case  is  made  to  the  state 
court  for  removal,  under  tlie  enactments  of  congress,  no  action 
of  the  state  court  thereon  can  either  confer  or  take  awav  the 
right  of  removal.     The  discretion  of  the  state  court,  in  passing 

*U.  States  Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  'Soiiter   r.    La  Crosse    R.   R.  Co., 

12,  756;  Brightley's  Dig.  U.  S.  Laws,      Woolworth's  C.  C.  R.  80. 
Vol.  2,  112,  sec.  6. 
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on  Its  sufficiency  and  as  to  the  security,  is  a  legal  one.  No  act- 
ual order  for  removal  is  necessary;  but  as  matter  of  practice  it 
is  preferable  to  have  an  order.  The  right  of  removal  is  not  depend- 
ent on  such  order.  If  it  were,  say  the  court  in  Hatch  v.  The 
Chicago,  Eock  Island  &  Pacific  Kail  Road  Company,  then  "  the 
refusal  of  the  state  court,  in  a  proper  case,  to  make  such  an  or- 
der, would  make  it  impossible  for  the  defendant  to  secure  the 
removal,  except  by  carrying  the'  suit  through  the  state  tribu- 
nals, and  then  carrying  it  from  the  highest  state  tribunal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  under  the  25th 
section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789."  *  When  the  right  to  re- 
move a  cause  is,  by  the  proper  application^  miade  complete, 
then  the  power  of  the  state  court  over  the  cause  is  at  an  end; 
and  whether  an  order  of  removal  be  made  or  not,  the  defendant 
can  perfect  the  i-emoval  by  entering  in  the  United  States  court, 
at  the  proper  time,  copies  of  the  necessary  papers,  and  his  ap- 
pearance, and  giving  bail,  if  bail  is  required;  and  the  cause  will 
thereupon  proceed  ^n  the  United  States  court." 

6.  Plaintiff  may  not  prevent  removal  by  reducing  his  demand. 
— On  filing  in  the  state  court  the  requisite  application  and  bond, 
or  tendering  the  same,  and  within  the  proper  time,  the  right  of 
removal  is  complete,  and  the  plaintiff*  can  not  then  prevent  the  re- 
moval by  reducing  the  amount  of  his  demand,  by  an  amendment 
of  hie  petition,  bill  or  declaration,  or  by  any  other  proceeding.' 
Any  further  proceeding  in  the  state  court  will  be  not  only  erro- 
neous, but  coram  nonjudice,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  cause  having 
vested  now  in  the  United  States  court* 

7.  When  the  proper  application  for  removal  ia  made,  the  state 
court  oan  go  no  further. — When  the  proper  application  has  been 
made  under  either  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  as  the  case  may  be,  for 
the  removal  of  an  action  or  suit  from  a  state  court  into  the  proper' 
court  of  the  United  States,  then  the  only  remaining  power  of  the 
state  court  over  the  same  is  for  the  exercise  of  a  wholesome  dis- 

» Hatch   V.  The   Chicago,  Rock  Isl-  105. 

and  &  Pacific  B.  R.  Co.,  6  Blatch.  C.  "  Kanouse  p.  Martin,  15    How.  19«; 

C.  B.  105, 117, 118;  S.  C.  1  Withrow's  1  Brightley's  Dig.  U.  S.  L.,  128,  note 

Corp.  Cas.  79;  Gordon  r.  Longest,  16  («.) 

Pet.  97,  104.  *  Gordon   v,  Longe&t,   16  Pet.  97; 

•  Hatch  V.  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  1  Brightley'a  Dig.  Q.  S.  L.^  128,  note 

Pacific  B.  B.  Co.,  6  Blatch.  C.  C.  R.  {e.) 
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cretion  and  judgment  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  security  offered." 
No  actual  order  of  removal  is  necessary  to  effect  a  removal;  but 
by  operation  of  law  the  case  becomes  transferred  into  the  United 
States  court  and  out  of  the  state  court  at  once,  and  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  state  court  over  the  cause  is  gone,"  except,  as  above 
stated,  for  the  exercise  of  a  wholesome  discretion  in  reference  to 
the  sufTuMftncy  of  the  security  offered  for  entering  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  United  States  court.  The  proceeding  is  merely  one 
way,  or  a  method,  of  bringing  an  action  or  suit  in  the  United 
States  court.  The  state  court,  after  the  proper  papers  are  pre- 
setited  to  it  for  removal,  whether  it  be  under  the  ori^nml  judi- 
ciary act  on  account  of  citizenship,  or  in  a  proper  case  under 
any  one  of  the  subsequent  acts  of  congress,  can  go  no  further.* 
It  can  neither  make  an  order  chant^ino:  the  clmracter  or  amount 
of  the  suit,  80  as  to  cut  off  or  defeat  the  removal  of  tlje  same,  nor 
indeed  can  it  order  the  same  to  be  dismissed,  even  at  the  instance 
of  the  plaintiff;  for  the  cause  has  ceased  to  be  coram  judice  be- 
fore the  court.  It  can  proceed  no  further,  either  in  one  direc- 
tion or  another.  We  are  aware  that  in  a  note  to  volume  one  of 
Mr.  Brightley's  Digest  of  United  States  Laws,  page  128,  note 
(Z),  it  is  said,  "  The  complainant,  however,  may,  it  seems,  dis- 
miss his  bill:  Matthews  v,  Lvall,  6  McLean,  13.  See  Ulius  v. 
New  York  and  New  Haven  Raih-oad  Company,  3  Kern.  (13  N. 
Y.),  597."  But  on  a  careful  reference  to  those  cases,  it  will  bo 
seen  that  neither  of  thera  bear  out  the  learned  author  in  the  po- 
sition in  that  respect  assumed  by  him.  The  case  cited  from  6  Mc- 
Lean is  very  brief  and  unsatisfactory,  going  no  further  than  to 
reiterate  the  general  principle  that  the  plaintiff  may  dismiss  his 
suit  in  either  court;  not,  however,  assuming  that  he  may  do  so 
after  the  proper  application  for  removal  is  made.  Wherever  the 
suit  may  be,  the  plaintiff  of  course  may  dismiss  it,  but  not  in 
a  court  where  it  has  ceased  to  be. 


»  Hatch  V.  The  Chi.,  Rock  Isl'd  & 
P.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Blatch.  C.  C.  R.  105;  S. 
C.  1  With's  Corp.  Cas.  79;  Gordon  v. 
Longest,  16  Pet.  97,  104;  Hughes  v. 
Mine  HiU  &  Schuylkill  Haven  R.  R. 
Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  517;  Fisk  r.  Union 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Abbott's  Pr.  (N. 
S.),  457. 

^  Hatch    V.  Chicago,   Rock    IsFd  & 


P.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Blatch.  C.  C.  R.  105; 
S.  C.  1  With '8  Corp.  Cas.  79;  Gordon 
V.  Longest,  16  Pet.  97,  104. 

»  Hatch  V,  Chi.,  Rock  Isl'd  &  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  6  Blatch.  C.  C.  R.  105;  S. 
C.  1  With '8  Corp.  Cas.  79;  Gordon  v. 
Longest,  16  Pet.  97,  104;  2  Bright. 
Dig.  U.  S.L.,  116,  Sees.  17,  18;  14  U. 
S.  Stat,  at  Large,  558. 
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The  case  cited  from  3  Kern.  (13  K  Y.),  by  Mr.  Briajhtley,  does 
not  touch  the  subject  at  all.  Tlie  defendant,  a  corporation  or- 
ganized in  Connecticut,  was  sued  in  the  state  court  in  New  York 
bj  a  citizen  of  New  York.  The  defendant  removed  the  case  to 
the  United  States  circuit  court  under  the  12th  Sec.  of  tlie  judi- 
ciary act;  that  is,  on  the  ground  of  citizenship.  The  plaintiff 
appealed  from  the  order  of  removal,  and  the  appellate  court  dis- 
missed plaintiff's  appeal  on  defendant's  moiion,  on  the  ground 
that  the  order  of  removal  was  not  such  order  or  judgment  as  de- 
termined the  action,  but  on  the  contrary  but  carried  it  to  a  dif- 
ferent tribunal  for  trial;  that  if  that  tribunal  (tlie  United 
States  court)  retained  the  jurisdiction,  then  the  case  would  pro- 
ceed to  trial  on  the  merits  therein;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  court  should  hold  the  removal  to  have  been  wrongful,  then 
the  cause  would  be  ordered  back  to  the  state  court  for  final  hear- 
ing, and  that  in  such  case  the  order  of  removal  in  the  state  court 
would  be  rescinded  by  that  court,  which  would  then  resume  ju- 
risdiction of  the  cause,  and  proceed  with  it  to  final  determination. 
There  is  nothing  said  or  done  in  the  whole  case  about  the  right 
of  the  plaintifi*  to  dismiss  his  suit  in  the  state  court  when  appli- 
cation by  the  defendant  is  made  to  remove  the  same  to  the  fed- 
eral tribunal. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  there  is  nothing  in  these  two  cases 
referred  to  in  Brightley  to  justify  the  doctrine  asserted  by  him 
in  said  note. 

When  a  cause  is  removed  from  the  state  to  the  United  States 
cx)nrt,  for  reasons  within  tlie  act  of  Congress,  as  alleged,  and  before 
the  removal  is  perfected  the  paper  files  of  the  cause  are  burned,  yet 
if  the  parties  thereto  admit,  by  writing  filed  in  the  United  States 
court,  the  regularity  and  8ufli«;iency  of  such  removal — as,  for  in- 
stance, by  suggesting  the  existence  and  removal  thereof,  and  loss 
of  the  files  by  fire,  and  ask  leave  to,  and  do  actually,  file  substi- 
tutes of  the  declaration  and  pleadings  in  such  cause  in  the  United 
States  court — then  both  the  cause  and  the  parties  are  regularly 
in  such  court  for  trial,  and  the  jurisdiction  has  so  attached  that 
the  sufSciencv  of  the  orii'inal  Droceedinijs  for  removal,  or  the 
truth  of  the  grounds  thereof,  will  no  longer  be  open  to  in- 
quiry.* 

» Pittsburg,  C.  &  St.  L.  Ry.  Co.  v.        Ramsey,  22  Wall.  322. 
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1.  Are  creatures  of  the  statute. — Meclianic^s  liens  are  purely 
the  creatures  of  the  statute,  in  the  American  states.'  Though 
well  known  to  the  civil  law,*  thev  were  unknown  to  the  com- 
mon  law  and  to  chancery  in  the  jurisprudence  of  this  country, 
and  are  in  all  things  governed  by  the  statutes  of  the  several 
states  wherein  they  exist' 

The  ordinary  enactments  giving  mechanics  liens  upon  build- 
ings and  improvements  erected  or  made  by  them,  are  not  con- 
strued to  apply  by  implication  to  railroads,  or  railroad  struct- 
ures, as  bridges,  culverts,  and  other  works  appertaining  to  their 
construction.* 

But  although  the  creatures  of,  and  governed  in  their  force  and 
effect  by,  the  statute,  and  although  unknown  to  cliancery  as  for- 
merly administered,  for  the  reason  tliat  formerly  they  did  not 
exist,  but  are  of  modern  date,  yet  their  enforcement  ordinarily 
involves  the  exercise  of  the  equitable  powers  of  the  courts,  even 
though  tlie  proceedings  be  conducted  under  the  statute  in  form 
of  law  proceedings,  and  if  not  by  the  statute  otherwise  re- 
quired, must  be  in  chancery,  and  according  to  the  principles  of 
equity.* 


» Canal  Co.  v.  Gordon,  6  Wall.  561; 
Spencer  v.  Bamett,  35  N.  Y.  94;  Mc- 
Coy V,  Quick,  30  Wis.  521 ;  Davis  v, 
Farr,  13  Penn.  St.  167;  Ayres  r.  Re- 
vere, I  Dutch.  (N.  J.),  474. 

"Domat,  sees.  1742,  1744. 

•  Canal  Co.  v.  Gordon,  6  Wall.  561 ; 
Spencer  v,  Bamett,  35  N.  Y.  94;  Mc- 


Coy r.  Quick,  30  Wis.  521;. Ayres  v. 
Revere,  1  Dutch.  474. 

*  Dunn  V.  North  Mo.  R.  R.  Co.,  24 
Mo.  493.  But  see  Botsford  v.  New 
Haven,  Middletown  &  Willimantic  R. 
R.  Co.,  41  Conn.  454,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 

Ie53. 

^  Hamilton  r.  Dunn,  22  111.  259;  Ro- 
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2.  Law  of,  as  applicable  to  railroads. — Under  the  genciiil 
railroad  act  of  New  York  (Laws  of  1850,  chapter  14'/,  boc.  12), 
a  claim  is  given  against  railroad  corporations  for  the  indebtedness 
of  a  contractor  to  any  laborer,  for  thirty  or  less  number  of  days' 
labor  performed  in  the  construction  of  a  road  of  any  such  corpo- 
ration.* But  to  fix  the  claim,  notice  thereof,  within  a  time  limit- 
ed by  said  statute,  must  be  given  to  the  company,  specifying  the 
number  of  days'  labor  for  which  claim  is  made,  and  the  time 
when  the  labor  was  performed.* 

It  is  held  by  the  courts  of  said  state  that  the  terms  "  laborer" 
and  'Mabor"  are  in  said  act  used  in  the  ordinary  sense;  that 
this  provision  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  common  la- 
borer, in  the  popular  meaning  of  the  term— one  who  earns  his 
daily  bread  by  his  toil — and  that  it  is  not  to  be  extended  to  one 
who  contracts  for  and  furnishes  the  labor  and  services  of  others, 
or  contracts  for  and  furnishes  teams  for  work,  whether  with  or 
without  his  ovm  services  or  services  of  others  to  take  charge  of 
the  same;  nor  to  persons  using  mechanical  appliances.'  But 
when  the  lien  Is  expressly  given  to  the  contractor,  it  not  only 
inures  to  him  as  such,  but  the  term  "contractor"  is  sometimes 
construed  to  include  all  who  contract  to  build  or  do  the  work, 
and  therefore  as  applying  alike  to  contractor  and  to  sub-con- 
tractor.* 

And  so  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  under  the  constitutional  and 
statutory  provisions   of  1869,  of  that  state,  giving  mechanics 


reron  Judicial  Sales,  sec.  170;  Rose 
9.  Pane  &  B.  Paper  Wks.,  29  OoDn. 
256;  Goodman  r.  White,  26  Conn. 
317;  Mclnemjr  v.  Reed,  23  Iowa, 
419. 

1  Balch  r.  The  New  York  &  Oswego 
Midland  R.  B.  Co.,  46  N.  Y.  (1  Sick- 
els),  521. 

2  Balch  9.  The  New  York  &  Oswego 
Midland  R.  R.  Co.,  46  N.  Y.  521. 

•  Balch  V.  The  New  York  &  Oswepo 
Midland  R.  R.  Co.,  46  N.  Y.  (1  Sick- 
els),  521,  524.  Under  the  Iowa  statute, 
giving  a  li'^n  to  laborers  generally,  un- 
der a  contnu^t  with  the  owner  or  agent, 
a  day  Irborer  upon  a  nulroad,  nn- 
der  verbal  contract  to  a  j^isb-cont  nici  or, 
is  entitled  to  hia  lien:  Moman  a.  Car- 


roll, 35  la.  22,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  193. 

*  Kent  V.  N.  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
12  N.  Y.  628;  Peters  t?.  St.  Louis  & 
Iron  Mountain  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Mo.  586. 
But  this  definition,  when  so  extended, 
is  given  in  reference  to  the  connection 
and  terms  in  which  the  word  "contract- 
or" is  used,  as  "any  contractor,"  or  *'a 
contractor,"  whereby  the  term  is  so 
enlarged  as  to  include  one  who  con- 
tracts with  a  contractor  about  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  his  job.  Id.  He  is  an 
"original  contractor,"  within  the 
meaning  of  a  statute,  who  contracts 
with  the  president,  acting  on  behalf  nf 
the  railroad  company:  Hearne  v.  Chil- 
licothe  &  Brunswick  R.  R.  Co.,  53 
Mo.  324,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  349. 
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ano  laborora  liens  for  labor  perforiped  and  materials  fnrnislied, 
it  is  held  that  contractors,  as  such,  are  not  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  the  lien;  that  such  statutory  provisions  of  the  act  of  18G9 
are  intended  for  the  security  of  laborers  for  their  own  personal 
labor,  and  mechanics  for  their  own  personal  labor,  as  such,  and 
for  materials  furnished  as  sucli  by  them,  bnt  not  to  either  the 
one  or  the  other  of  them  as  contractors  to  perform  a  job,  al- 
though they  be  mechanics  or  laborers  by  vocation;*  and  that 
therefore  such  claims  as  a  contractor's  can  not  be  se*  up  as  a  lieu 
under  said  constitutional  ^nd  statutory  provisions  of  1801),  in 
postponement  of  the  bonds  of  the  company  given  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  the  road;  and  more  especially  so  when  the  con- 
tractors claiminor  such  lien  had  tiiemselves  contracted  for  and  re- 
ceived  portions  of  the  bonds  on  account  of  their  contract  of  con- 
struction, and  themselves  -placed  such  bonds  in  tiie  market, 
whence  they  came  into  the  hands  of  persons  for  value,  before 
maturity.'  But  by  a  later  enactment  of  said  state,  a  lien  is  ex- 
pressly given  to  contractors  for  the  construction  of  railroads.' 

The  attaching  of  a  mechanic's  lien  to  a  depot  building  and  the 
ground  on  which  it  is  erected,  will  not  be  precluded  for  the  rea- 
son that  Ihe  track  of  the  railroad  terminates  on  the  same  prem- 
ises. Though  the  railroad  is  an  entirety,  that  part  occupied  by 
the  depot  building  is  subject  to  the  mechanic's  lien;  as  clearly 
so  as  if  tiie  lien  had  been  created  by  a  mortgage  of  the  same 
ground  and  depot  house,  to  procure  the  erection  of  the  latter.* 
If  there  be  several  judgments  against  the  same  property,  the  court 
will  apportion  the  proceeds  amongst  the  parties  according  to 
their  ricrhts.* 

But  although  a  mechanic's  lien  may  attach  to  a  depot  house, 
and  to  the  grounds  on  which  the  house  is  erected,  within  the 
limit  of  the  one  acre  of  land  to  which  it  is  resti'icted  by  the  stat- 


^  Savannah  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Callahan,  49  Geo.  506. 

^  Savannah  &  Charleston  R.  R,  Co. 
V.  Callahan,  49  Geo.  506. 

» Code  of  Georgia  of  1873,  sec.  1979. 

*  Hill  and  another  v.  La  Crosse  & 
Milw.  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Wis.  214;  Mcll- 
vain  9.  Hestonvilie  &  Mantua  R.  R. 
Co.,  5  Phil  a.  13.  By  the  contract  for 
its    erection,  the    depot     house    and 


jfrounda  are  treated  as  an  entirety,  and 
are  severed  from  the  mass  of  the  road, 
in  legal  effect ;  but  not  so  as  to  the 
general  work  of  construction  of  a  par- 
ticular section  of  the  road;  in  the  lat- 
ter caee  the  lien  is  to  be  applied  for 
upon  the  whole:  Cox  t?.  Western  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  Co.,  44  Cal.  18. 

'  Hill  and    anothe.r   v.  La  Crosse  St 
Milw.  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Wis.  214, 
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ute,  yet  a  railroad  bridge  is  not  the  subject  of  a  mechanic's  lien 
under  the  ordinary  mechanic's  lien  law  of  Wisconsin.'  It  is  tliere 
held  that  a  bridge  is  not  a  building,  within  the  true  meaning  and 
popular  sense  of  tlie  statute,  whicli  gives  liens  to  meclianic*,  un- 
der certain  circumstances,  upon  *' any  dwelling  house  or  otlier 
building.'" 

If,  at  the  request  of  a  raiboad  corporation,  a  person  pay  off  nnd 
discharge,  out  of  his  ovrri  fund?,  an  indebtedness  existing  against 
the  company,  an  action  for  the  amount  to  paid  will  lie  in  his  favor 
against  the  company,  as  for  money  laid  out  and  expended  at  its 
request  and  for  its  benefit.'  But  although  the  claims  thus  paid 
off  be  of  such  a  character  as,  under  the  statute,  will  confer  a!ul 
support  a  mechanic's  lien  against  the  railroad,  in  the  hands  of, 
or  in  belialf  of,  the  original  claimants,  yet  such  right  of  lien 
does  not  follow  and  attach  to  such  claims,  in  behalf  of  the  per- 
son so  nnaking  payment  for  the  company.  He  stands  towards 
the  company  in  the  light  mrf;rct/of  an  ordinary  creditor,  there 
being  no  law  giving  liens  to  those  who  advance  money  for  debtors 
to  satisfy  debts  which  confer  on  the  creditor  a  right  to  statutory 
liens.*  If,  however,  sneh  liens  be  in  law  assignable,  and  the 
debts  be  assigned  instead  of  being  extinguished  by  payment,  the 
effect  might  be  different. 

la  a  proceeding  to  establish  and  enforce  a  mechanic's  lien  for 
work  or  materials  done  or  furnished  to  a  sub-contractor  of  a  rail- 
road company,  the  contractor  is  a  necessary  party  to  the  proceed- 
ing, and  if  not  made  a  party  the  proceeding  is  demurrable/  If, 
however,  the  railroad  company  proceed  to  trial  without  objec- 
tion in  that  respect,  and  judi^ment  go  against  it  on  the  merits, 
the  mere  omission  to  make  the  contractor  a  party  will  not  avail 
the  defendant  in  the  judgment  lien  as  matter  of  error.  The  ob- 
jection then  comes  too  late,  and  in  the  wrong  shape.  Under  the 
statute  of  Wisconsin  it  should  have  been  taken  by  demurrer  or 
answer.* 

Certainty  to  a  common  intent  is  all  that  is  required  in  the  al- 

>  La  Crosse  &  Mil.  R.  R,  Co.  v.  Van-  *  Ibid, 

derpool.  11  Wis.  119.  *  Caniey  t'.  The  La  Crosse  &  Mil.  R. 

»  La  Crosse  &  Mil.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Van-  R.  Co.,  15  Wis.  503;  Clark   v.  Brown, 

derpool,  11  Wis.  119.  22  Mo.  140. 

*  Cairo  &    Vincennes    R.    R.  Co.  r.  •  Carney  v.  The  LaCrosse.A  Mil.  R. 

Fackney,  78  111.  116.  R.  Co.,  15  Wis.  503,  508! 
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letrations  of  the  petition;'  and  where  the  petition  stated  that  the 
\rork  and  materiale  were  done  and  furnished  "  within  a  year 
past,"  and  the  btU  of  pjirticnlars  gave  the  amonnt  and  kind  of 
labor  and  materials,  witli  the  price,  and  stated  that  they  were 
done  and  provided  "  up  to  tlie  2l8t  of  November  last,"  and  by 
contract,  it  was  held  sufficient.' 

3.  Benefit  thereof  may  be  walTed. — Although  the  character  of 
the  transaction  be  such,  between  the  owner  of  the  property  and 
the  builder  or  contractor,  that  a  mechanic's  lien  may  vest  in  such 
builder  or  contractor,  if  there  is  no  understanding  to  the  contra- 
ry, yet  the  builder  or  contractor  may,  in  the  contract  which  is 
the  basis  of  his  undertaking,  waive  his  right  to  the  lien,  and  an 
aj:reement  so  to  do  will  be  binding  as  between  themselves/ 
Moreover,  such  waiver  will  also  be  binding  as  against  a  sub-con- 
tractor, if  the  latter  enter  into  the  undertaking  with  knowledge 
thereof;  for  the  rights  of  the  sub-contractor  can  be  no  greater  than 
those  of  his  principal.*  And  knowledge  of  the  sub-contractor  that 
there  is  a  written  contract  between  the  original  parties  will 
charge  him  with  knowledge  of  the  terms  thereof  in  that  respect, 
as  it  is  sufficient  notice  to  put  him  uf  on  inquiry.* 

4.  Assignability  of  the  lien. — In  some  instances  it  has  been 
held  that  such  liens  are  assignable  by  assignment  of  the  debt^ 
and  are  carried  thus  to  the  assignee  of  the  debt,  with  the  right  of 
action  to  enforce  the  same  in  his  own  name.'  In  other  cases  it 
is  decided  that  they  are  in  the  nature  of  a  personal  privilege,  and 
are  not  so  assignable  as  to  entitle  the  assignee  to  the  benefit  of 
the  same,  in  an  action  in  his  own  name,  although  the  debt  be 
legally  assigned  to  him;  that  his  only  remedy  is  a  personal  ac- 
tion and  ordinary  judgment  against  the  debtor,  without  lien 
other  than  the  usual  judgment  lien  which  follows  in  course  upon 


*  Williamson  v.  New  Jersey  Sonth- 
em  R.  R.  Co.,  28  N.  J.  Ch.  277,  14 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  -'A. 

2  Williamson  v.  N.  J.  S.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra, 

»  Bowen  v.  Aubrey,  22  Cal.  566.  But 
a  statement  in  the  contract  that  the 
company  will  pay  the  contractor  out 
of  a  certain  fund,  will  not  vitiate  the 
lien;  Meyer  f>.  Construction  Co.,  100 
U.  S.  457,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  465. 


*  Bowen  v.  Aubrey,  22  Cal.  566; 
Benedict  v.  Danbury  &  Norwalk  R. 
R.  Co.,  24  Conn.  320. 

*  Bowen  v.  Aubrey,  22  Cal.  566; 
Benedict  r.  Ddnbury  &  Norwalk  R. 
R.  Co.,  24  Cwin.  320. 

*  laege  v.  Bossieux,  15  Gratt.  83; 
Tuttle  V.  Howe,  14  Minn.  145;  Skyrme 
r.  The  Occidental  Mill  &  M.  Co..  8 
Nev.  219. 
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judgment,  if  jndgment  be  alien  in  the  tribunal  where  he  recovers.' 
The  latter  ruling  is  the  mpre  prevalent  one.  Yet  each  are  an- 
thority  in  the  lower  courts  of  the  respective  states  where  decided, 
until  overmled  by  the  supreme  courts  thereot. 

But  it  does  not  follow  that  the  assignee  of  the  debt  will  not 
have  a  right  to  sue  in  the  name  of  the  assignor  for  both  a  judg- 
ment and  the  mechanic's  lien,  but  for  the  nse  and  benefit  of  him- 
self.   It  has  been  held  that  such  is  his  privilege.' 

S.  Legislative  power  to  abolleh  or  modify  the  lien. — Any 
legislation,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  destroy  or  lessen  the  binding 
force  of  the  lien  after  it  has  attached,  or  to  destroy  or  diminish 
the  right  thereto  of  the  mechasic  after  the  contract  is  made,  and 
he  is  bonnd  to  perform  the  job  for  the  performance  of  which  he 
has  contracted,  and  by  the  performance  of  which  the  lien  is  in 
law  to  inure  to  him,  is  unconstitutional  and  void,  as  impairing 
the  obligation  of  the  contract;  for  where,  by  the  law  of  the  con- 
tract, a  lien  would  inure  nnder  the  contract  if  performed,  then 
the  law  presumes  that  circumstance  to  have  been  considered  by 
the  mechanic  as  one  of  the  inducements  to  entering  into  the  con- 
tract, and  Tunat  bo  so  regarded.'  If,  after  contracting  under  legal 
assurance  of  such  lien  as  the  result  of  his  performance,  the  right 
to  such  resnlt  be  taken  away  by  law,  leaving  the  party  to  look 
exolusively  to  the  personal  secnrity  or  responsibility  of  the  other 
party  for  his  pay,  and  yet  bound  to  perform  the  job,  it  is  more 
purely  an  impairing  of  the  obligation  of  the  contract,  and  more 
injariously  so  to  the  undertaker,  than  it  would  be  if  the  contract 
be  by  law  entirely  annulled;  for  in  the  latter  case  he  wonld  no 
longer  be  bound  to  do  the  work.  The  effect  of  taking  away  the 
right  to  the  lien  on  performance  and  leaving  the  mechanic  still 
bonnd  lo  do  the  work,  is  to  have  led  him  into  a  legislative  trap. 

If,  however,  the  statute  giving  the  lien  be  passed  after  the  con- 
tract for  the  work  is  made,  then  it  may  be  repealed,  and  the  ex- 


'  Dano  f .  The  Misrissippi,  Onnchita 
ft  Red  River  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Ark.  564; 
Caldwell  v.  Lawrence,  10  Wis.  331; 
Fitzgerald  v.  The  First  Presb.  Church, 
1  Mich.  N.  P.  (1  Brown),  243;  RoUin 
t.  Cross,  45  N.  Y.  766. 

•  Palmer  v.  Merrill,  6  Cush.  282; 
Hallahan  v.  Herbert,  11  Abb.  N.  Y. 
Practice  Reps.  (N.  S.),  326. 


•  The  gretit  principle  upon  these 
condnstons  as  are  here  predicated, 
was  decided  and  asserted  in  Bronson 
V.  Kinjie,  1  How.  311;  and  though 
that  is  a  case  in  no  manner  involving 
mechanic's  liens,  or  the  rights  and  lia- 
bilities of  railroad  corporations,  yet  it 
10  one  which  applies  to  all  parties  liti- 
gant where  parallel  questions  arise. 
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pectation  of  the  Hen,  as  respects  that  contract,  may  be  thereby  de- 
feat^; for  in  such  case  the  expectation  or  assurance  of  a  lien  was 
not  taken  into  consideration  when  making  the  contract.  The  re- 
peal, even  then,  can  only  defeat  the  lien  as  to  such  work  as  has 
been  done  under  the  contract  made  before  its  enactment,  and  does 
not  flow  therefrom.  If  other  work,  independent  of  the  contract, 
be  undertaken  and  done  during:  the  existence  of  the  lien  law, 
or  in  view  of  it,  then  the  right  of  lien  as  to  the  latter  work  will 
not  be  destroyed  by  the  repeal;  for  the  rejiealed  law  having  en- 
tered into  the  transaction,  remains  enforcible  to  consummate 
the  same.* 

But  the  legislature  may  pass  laws  limiting  the  time  in  which 
the  lien  is  enforcible,  and  the  same,  as  other  limitation  laws,  will 
be  valid  if  a  reasonably  practicable  time  be  allowed.'  And  so 
the  remedy  may  be  modified  as  to  the  means  of  enforcing  the 
lien,  provided  such  modification  does  not  injuriously  affect  the 
contract  itself,  by  impairing  tlie  same.*  So,  also,  the  lien  may  be 
postponed  in  law,  in  favor  of  subsequent  purchasers  and  incum- 
brancers, for  want  of  record  notice  thereof,  if  such  be  required, 
just  as  in  case  of  deeds  and  other  instruments,  for  not  being  re- 
corded, in  reference  to  landed  property  generally.* 

6.  Priority. — It  is  held  in  Iowa,  under  their  mechanic's  lien 
law,  that  a  mortgage  on  after  acquired  property  takes  ])rece- 
dence  of  a  mechanic's  lien  subsequently  acquired;  that  the  rec- 
ord of  the  mortgage  is  notice,  and  tlie  lien  becomes  tantamount 
to  a  second  morto^age.*  In  this  case  the  mortgage  was  made  to 
a  trustee,  upon  all  property  then  owned  or  thereafter  to  be  ac- 
quired, to  secure  bonds  agreed  to  be  issued  to  a  contractor  in 
pavment  for  constructing  the  road,  and  the  liens  were  acquired 
before  the  issue  of  the  bonds,  and  were  for  ties.    This  court  also 


'  Sullivan  v.  Brewster,  1  E.  D.  Smith 
(N.Y.),  681;  Church  v.  Davis,  9  Watts, 
304. 

2  Forcht  V.  Short,  45  Mo.  377;  Balch 
V.  New  York  &  Oswego  Midland  R. 
R.  Co.,  46  N.  Y.  521. 

•Paine  v.  Woodworth,  15  Wii.  298. 

*  Jackson  v,  Lamphire,  3  Pet.  290; 
McCracken  v.  Hayward,  2  How.  613. 
Chap.  45  of  the  Laws  of  1865  of  Kan- 
sas, giving  mechanic's  liens  upon  rail- 
roads, was  repealed  by  the  revision  of 


1868:  Bargess  v.  Memphis,  Carthage 
&  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  Kans.  63,  15 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  181. 

*  Neilson  v.  Iowa  Eastern  Ry.  Co., 
44  Iowa,  71;  S.  C.  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
82.  But  a  mechanic's  lien  for  work 
done  under  a  contract  takes  prece- 
dence of  any  incumbrances  subse- 
quent to  the  commencement  of  the 
work:  Meyer  v.  Construction  Co., 
100  U.  S.  457,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
465. 
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held,  that  wJiile  a  moi*t<rage  of  property  thereafter  to  be  acquired 
might  not  take  precedence  of  a  lien  accruing  between  the  re- 
cording of  the  mortgage  and  the  acquiring  of  the  property,  yet 
a  mortgage  given  to  secure  a  valid  and  existing  contract  would 
take  precedence.*  Further,  that  a  mortgagee  who  has  con- 
tracted to  make  advances  or  incur  liabilities,  liiav  tack  them  to 
the  mortgage,  and  thus  secure  himself  upon  the  property,  even 
though  it  be  acquired  after  he  has  notice  of  subsequent  incum- 
brances.'  The  purchasers  of  bonds  issued  under  such  a  mort- 
gage are  not  put  to  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  bonds  and  mort- 
gage  were  issued  simultaneously,  or  whether  liens  have  accrued 
in  the  interim.^  It  is  held  also,  that  Sec.  1855  of  the  Iowa 
Code  of  1860,  giving  material-men  a  speciliclien  upon  a  build- 
ing or  erection  in  preference  to  prior  liens,  does  not  apply  where 
the  specific  property  is  so  incorporated  with  other  mortgaged 
property  that  it  can  not  be  removed  without  a  destruction  of  the 
whole;  and  a  lien  was  allowed  upon  the  road-bed  subject  to  the 
mortgage,  but  not  to  any  specific  properties  which  could  not  be 
removed  without  injury.* 

Where  the  property  upon  which  the  lien  is  sought  to  be  enforced 
had  been  offered  to  be  deeded  to  the  railroad  company  upon  con- 
dition that  upon  the  erection  of  the  buildings  in  question  the 
land  should  become  theirs,  it  was  held,  on  a  question  of  pri- 
ority between  the  lien  and  a  prior  mortgage  on  subsequently 
acquired  property,  that  the  equitable  title  to  the  land  did  not 
vest  until  the  performance  of  the  condition,  and  therefore  the 
lien  tool  precedence  of  the  mortgage.* 

'  lUd,  *  Botstbrd  v.  New  Haven,   Middlo- 

«76id.  town  &  Williraantic  R.    R.  Co.,    41 

^md.  Conn.  454,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  153. 
^Ibid. 
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1.  Trespass  lies  against  a  railroad  corporation. — The  earlier 
cases  hold  that  trespass  will  not  lie  against  a  corporation  aggre- 
gate, for  the  technical  reason  that  in  that  action  a  capias  was  the 
only  process:  and  it  being  for  the  arrest  of  the  body  of  the  de- 
fendant, was,  as  against  a  mere  legal  entity,  impracticable.  But 
this  objection  has  gradually  yielded,  as  process  has  varied  and 
corporations  became  more  numerous,  and  the  objections  which 
were  in  the  wav  of  actions  for  torts  asrainst  these  bodies  have 
been  swept  away  by  time  and  legal  process,  until  now  corpora- 
tions aggregate  are  liable  to  all  manner  of  civil  actions  to  which 
private  individuals  are  amenable.* 

A  trespass  is  an  injury  against  the  owner  of  the  property  at 
the  time  of  its  commission;  hence  an  action  of  trespass  will 
only  lie  in  such  owner's  name.  The  right  of  action  does  not 
pass  with  the  premises  to  a  subsequent  purchaser  or  grantee.* 


*  Brokaw  t>.  The  New  Jersey  Rail- 
road &  Transportation  Co.  and  an- 
other, 3  Vroom  (N.  J.),  328;*Vance  r. 
The  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  3  Vroom  (N.  J.), 
334;  Tinsman  v.  The  Belvidere  Dela- 
ware R.  R.  Co.,  1  Dutch.  255;  New 
York  &  New  Haven  R.  R.  Co.  t). 
Schuyler,  1:58  Barb.  534;  Same  case, 
7  Tiffany,  30;  Pliila.,  W.  &  B.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Qiiigley,  21  How.  202.  So  in 
Enarland:  Goif  p.  Great  Northem  Ry. 
Co.,  3  El.  &  El.  672;  Eastern  Go's  Ry. 


Co  V,  Broom,  6  Exch.  314;  Chilton  r. 
London  &  Croydon  Ry.  Co.,  16  M.  & 
W.  212;  Whitfield  r.  S.E.  Railway  Co., 
EI.,  B.  &  E.  115;  Green  v.  The  Lon- 
don Genl.  Omnibus  Co.,  7  C.  B.  (N. 
S.),  290. 

2  Central  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hetfield,  5 
Dutch.  206;  Harringtons.  St.  Paul  k 
Sioux  City  R.  R.  Co.,  17  Minn.  215; 
Ills.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Allen,  39  lU. 
205. 
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If  such  subsequent  purchaser  sue,  and  lay  his  action  as  for  a 
continuous  trespass,  commencing  with  his  grantor  and  continu- 
ing all  the  way  down  to  the  commencement  of  the  action,  without 
averring  any  new,  indepeijdent  act  of  trespass,  the  action  will 
be  defeated  by  showing  the  original  entry  to  have  been  by  the 
consent  of  the  then  owner.  Thus  being  lawful  in  its  inception, 
there  was  no  trespass;  and  not  being  originally  wrongful,  its 
continuance  as  against  such  purchaser  is  not  wrongful.*  If  the 
defendant  justify  under  a  license  to  enter,  or  to  do  the  act  com- 
plained of,  the  license  must  be  pleaded.'  In  the  leading  case 
here  cited,  it  is  said  that  if  the  license  be  not  granted  by  a  deeil, 
and  be  not  coupled  with  an  interest,  it  may  be  revoked  at  tLe 
pleasure  of  the  person  granting  it,  even  if  there  be  a  considera- 
tion paid  therefor,  or  expenses  be  incurred  by  reason  of  it.* 

If  one  enter  upon  the  land  of  another  and  dig  a  ditch  thereon, 
he  is  a  trespasser,  and  if  he  re-enter  the  land  for  the  purpose  of 
tilling  up  the  ditch  he  becomes  a  second  time  a  trespasser;  there- 
fore the  fact  that  he  does  not  re-enter  and  abate  the  nuisance 
does  not  render  him  liable  to  an  action  for  its  continuance.*  It 
18  the  duty  of  the  injured  party  to  make  reasonable  efforts  to 
abate  the  nuisance.^  Where  recovery  has  been  had  for  a  com- 
pleted wrong,  no  new  action  will  arise  from  increased  and  un- 
foreseen injury  arising  therefrom.* 

In  an  action  •f  trespass,  where  the  defendant,  a  railroad  com- 
pany, had  takea  possession  of  a  street  opposite  plaintiff's  land, 
the  fee  of  which  was  owned  by  him,  without  his  consent,  and 
without  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  it  was 
held  erroneous  to  instruct  the  jury  that  the  plaintiff  was  en- 

» Central  R.  R.  Co.   v,  Hetfield,   5  dell  v.  Portsmouth,  G.  F.  &  C.  R.  R. 

Dutch.  206.  Co.,  51  N.  H.  483;  Batchelder  v.  Hib- 

*Ccntral  R.    R.    Co.    v.   Hetfield,  bard,  53  N.  H.  269j   Irish  v.  Burlinj?- 

Buprti.     A  plea  justifying:  an  entry  on  ton  &  S.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  44  la.  38U; 

lands  under  proceedings  to  eon<iemn,  Hosber  v.  Kansas  City,  St.  Jos.  &  C. 

in  which  no  notice  is  given  to  the  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo.  829. 

owner,  as  required hy  statute,  is  bad:  ^Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Miht- 

Peona  k  Rock  Island  Ry.  Co.  t?.  War-  man,  17  Kans.  224,  9  Am.  Ry.   Rep. 

ner,  61  III.  52,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  444.  428. 

'Central  R.  R.    Co.    p.    Hetfield,  > Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Go.  v.  Mihiman, 

supra.    And  see  Murdock  v.  Prospect  supra. 

Park  k  Coney  Island  R.  R.  Co.,  78  N.  *  Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v,  Mihlmau, 

T.  579;  Mathews  v.  St.  Paul  k  Sioux  supra. 
City  R.  R.  Co.,  18  Minn.  484;  Blais- 
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titled  to  recover  the  difference  between  the  valnc  of  tlic  nse  of 
the  premises  with  the  railroad  constructed  and  used  as  it  was, 
with  all  its  ineonveniences,  and  the  value  of  such  use  with  the 
railroad  there,  but  without  such  ineoiiveniences.  In  such  a  case 
the  damages  could  not  exceed  the  difference  between  what  would 
have  been  the  rental  value  during  the  continuance  of  the  tres- 
pass in  case  there  had  been  no  railroad  there,  and  its  actual 
rental  value  with  the  railroad  constructed  and  operated  as  it 
was.*  The  fact  that  only  a  part  of  the  width  of  defendant's 
track  was  upon  the  land  would  not  affect  this  rule  of  damages.* 
In  Kentucky  it  is  held,  that  the  act  of  March  10,  1S54,  au- 
thorising an  owner  to  maintain  an  action  for  any  trespass  or  in- 
jury to  land  committed  while  he  was  out  of  possession,  was  not 
ountinned  in  force  by  the  general  statutes.' 

2.  Delay  In  perfecting  right  of  way,  after  possesBion,  may 
amount  to  treepass. — Unreasonable  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
company  to  perfect  their  rights,  after  taking  possession  and  oc- 
cupancy of  the  premises,  will  convert  such  acts  of  occupancy 
into  a  trespass,  and  an  action  will  accordingly  lie  therefor 
against  the  company,  either  in  tresj)ass  or  in  case,  as  maj-  be 
deemed  preferable,  for  the  recovery  of  all  damages  and  injuries 
occasioned  by  the  prior  occupation  of  the  property.*  In  the  case 
cited  from  34  Maine,  Cushman  v.  Smith,  the  court  lay  down 
this  principle  in  the  following  language:  "The  right  to  such 
temporary  occupation  as  an  incipient  proceeding,  will  become 
extinct  by  an  unreasonable  delay  to  perfect  proceedings,  including 
the  actual  payment  or  tender  of  compensation";  and  that  "an 
action  of  trespass,  or  an  action  on  the  case,  may  bo  maintained." 

3.  TrespasB  by  intrusion  on  lands  outside  of  right  of  way. — 
Authority  to  take  land,  and  the  material  thereon,  for  the  right  of 
way  of  a  railroad  company,  does  not  include  the  right  to. enter 
upon,   or  take  material   from,    the    adjoining  lands,*    nor  the 


'  Bleftch  V,  Chicago  &  North  West- 
em  Ry.  Co.,  43  Wis.  183,  17  Am.  Ky. 
Eep.  90. 

« Blesch  tJ.  C.  ik  N.  W.  Ry.  Co. 

'  Jefferson viDu,  Madison  &  Imlian- 
apolis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  listerle,  13  Bush, 
667,  17  Am.  Ry.  Urp.  111. 

*  Cushman  v.  Smith,  34  Maine,  247; 
Nichols  V,  Somerset  &  Kennebec  R. 


R.  Co.,  43  Maine,  STyQ;  Henry  v.  The 
Dubuque  &  Pacific  K.  R.  Co.,  10 
Iowa,  540;  Bloodgood  v.  Mohawk  & 
Hu.lson  R.  R.  Co.,   18  Wend,  1. 

'Parsons  v.  Howe  and  others,  41 
Maine,  218;  Payne  v.  The  Bristol  & 
Exj'ter  Rw.  Co.,  1  Eng.  R.  W.  Cases, 
629;  alld  for  any  such  intrusion,  as 
also  for  acts  outside  of  corporate  au* 
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Tight  to  make  deposits  of  eartli,  stone,  or  other  things  thereon/ 
And  if,  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  blasting,  or  other  proc- 
ess of  cleaning  away  the  ground  taken,  in  order  to  prepare  the 
road  lied  for  the  track,  obstructions  or  deposits  be  cast  upon  or 
fall  upon  such  adjoining  lands,  the  company,  if  caused  by  their 
act,  or  the  contractor,  if  by  his  independent  act,  must  clear 
the  same  away  in  a  reasonable  time,  and  for  want  of  proper  dili- 
gence in  so  doing  may  become  trespassers  in  respect  thereto.' 

4.  Trespass  of  servant  of  company. — The  master  is  ordinarily 
responsible  for  the  tre^^pass  or  willfully  wrong  act  of  his  servant, 
if  the  act  of  the  servant  complained  of  be  done  in  the  course  of  his 
business  employment;'  or  if  it  be  done  as  an  essential  means  of  at- 
taining the  end  directed  by  the  master,  and  was  intended  for  that 
purpose,  then  it  is  implied  in  the  employment,  and  the  master  is 
liable,  although  the  servant  may  have  willfully  and  maliciously 
exceeded  his  authority.^  But  the  master  is  not  liable  for  the  in- 
dependent wrong  act  or  willful  trespass  of  the  servant,  not  com- 
manded .by  the  master  or  ratified  by  him,  but  perpetrated  to 
gratify  tlie  private  hate  or  malignity  of  the  servant,  although 
done  under  color  of  discharging  his  duty  to  his  employer.  Such 
independent  act  of  the  servant  gives  no  right  of  action  against 
the  master.  The  servant  alone  is  responsible.'  Nor  will  it  do 
to  say  the  master  is  accountable  in  damages  because,  by  the  em- 
ployment, he  gives  the  servant  an  opportunity  to  abuse  or  maltreat 
those  with  whom  the  business  of  his  enjployment  brings  him  in 

thority,  trespass  lies:  Payne  v,  B.  &  ^  Evans ville    &  Crawfordsvilie    R. 

E.  Ry.  Co.,  supra,                                *  R.  Co.  v.  Baum,  26  Ind.  70;  Jefferson- 

'  Parsons  v.  Howe,  supra,  ville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rogers,  38  Ind.  116; 

*  Parsons  v.  Howe,  supra,  Indianapolis,  Peru  &  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  v, 

•EvanBville    &    Crawfordsvilie    R.  Anthony,  43  Ind.   183;  Terre  Haute 

R.  Co.  V.  Baum,  26  Ind.  70;  Jeffer-  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Graham, 

sonville  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Rogers,  38  Ind.  46  Ind.  239;  Terre  Haute  &  Indian- 

116;  Indianapolis,  Peru    &  Chi.  Ry.  apolis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Fitzgerald,  47  Ind. 

Co.  r.  Anthony,  43  Ind.   183;  Terre  79;    Jackson  v.  Second  Avenue  R.  R. 

Haute  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Co.,  47  N.  Y.  (2  Sickels),  274. 

Graham,  46  Ind.  239;  Terre  Haute  &  ^Evansville  &  Crawfordsvilie  R.  R. 

Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Fitzgerald,  Co.  v.  Baum,  26  Ind.  70,  72;  Isaars  v. 

47  Ind.  79;  Jackson  v.  Second  Avenue  The  Third  Avenue  R.  R.  Co.,  47  N.  Y. 

R.  R.  Co.,  47  N.  Y.  274;  post,  chap.  (2Sickels),  122;  McManus  p.  CricketU 

40«  subdiv.  1.    And  the  rule  applies  1  East,  106;  Gregory  v.  Piper,  9  B.  & 

equally  to  corporations  as  to  individ-  '  C.  591;  Croft  v.  Alison,  4  B.  &  Aid. 

uals:    E.    &  C.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Baum,  590. 

supra, 
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contact  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Such  reasoning  would  liold 
shopkeepers  liable  for  the  conduct  of  clerks,  and  mechanics 
liable  for  the  conduct  of  their  journeymen,  and  so  in  all  depart- 
ments of  lii'e  where  necessity  or  convenience  requires  the  employ- 
ment of  servants  or  assistants  to  accommodate  and  deal  with 
the  public* 

5.  Actionsby  reversioners. — Actions  in  tort  will  lie  at  the  suit 
of  a  reversioner  of  real  estate,  against  a  railroad  corporation,  for 
injuries  of  so  permanent  a  nature  that  the  result  thereof  will 
be  injurious  to,  and  affect  the  reversionary  interest.'  And  it  is 
no  defense  thereto  that  such  injuries  are  also  a  damage  to  the 
tenant  in  possession;  each  may  have  his  action  for  the  injury 
inflicted,  if  damage  be  sustained' — so  soon,  too,  as  the  injury  is 
inflicted;  for  the  reversioner  is  not  bound  to  wait  until  he  comes 
into  possession,  to  vindicate  his  rights.* 

6.  TrespasB  lies  in  favor  of  the  company. — The  same  rule  of 
liability  exists,  for  injuries  inflicted  upon  railroads  by  natural 
persons,  as  exists,  outside  of  statutory  provisions,  in  favor  of 
natural  persons  as  against  railroad  corporations,  for  injuries  in- 
flicted by  the  latter.*  Thus,  where  an  injury  occurs  to  a  rail- 
road by  reason  of  the  trespass  or  intrusion  of  cattle  thereon,  the 
owner  of  such  cattle  is  liable  for  the  injury,  if  the  cattle  were 
there  by  his  fault,  or  his  ne^jlect:  to  properlj'  restrain  the  same.' 

7.  Affirmative  defenses  must  be  pleaded. — If,  in  an  action 
of  trespass  against  the  president  and  directors  of  a  railroad  cor- 
poration, for  entering  on  and  digging  up  the  soil  of  the  plaint- 


*  Evansville  &  Crawfordsville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Baum,  26  I nd.  70,  73,  There 
are  rulings  to  the  contrary,  such  as 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Vandiver,  42  Penn. 
St.  365;  but  they  are  an  exception  to, 
and  not  the  true  exposition  of,  the 
law,  as  is  believed. 

^Tinsman  r.    The  Belvidere  Dela- 
ware R.  R.  Co.,  1  Dutch.  255. 
^Ibid. 
*Ibid, 

*  Macon  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Davis,  Admr.,  13  Geo.  68;  York  & 
Cumberland  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Myers,  41 
Maine,  109;  Greenville  &  Columbia 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Partlow,   6  Richards  n'a 


Law,  286;  Mainr.  Northeastern  R.  R. 
Co.,  12  Richardson's  Law,  82;  Dater  r. 
Troy  Turnpike  &  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Hill,  629. 
*  Sinram  v.  Pitisburgh,  Fort  Wayne 
&  Chi.  Ry.  Co.,  28  Ind.  244;  Eames  v. 
Salpm  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  98  Mass. 
563;  Northeastern  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Si- 
n.ath,  8  Rich.  194;  New  York  &  Erie 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Skinner,  19  Penn.  St.  298. 
And  such  liability  may  arise  althoug'h 
cattle  be  free  cummoners,  if  negligent- 
ly allowed  by  the  owner  to  go  at  large 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  rail- 
road: Sinram  r.  P.,  F.  W.  &  C.  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra. 
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iff's  premises,  the  defendant  will  justify  under  the  charter  of  the 
company,  and  its  right  to  exercise  and  enforce  the  right  of  emi- 
nent domain,  and  to  take  property  for  the  construction  of  the 
road  of  the  corporation,  and  tliat  the  acts  complained  of  were 
committed  in  the  exercise  of  that  right,  such  defense  must  be 
pleaded  specially,  and  can  not  be  raised  by  demurrer  to  a  decla- 
ration in  which  those  facts  are  not  made  to  appear.* 

^Preeident  and  Directors  of  Craw-  g^rd  to  a  defense  by  limitation:  At- 
fordfiville  &  Wabash  R.  R.  Co.  v.  lantic  &  Gulf  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Fuller,  48 
Wri^rht^  5  Ind.  252.    And  so  with  re-   '  Ga.  423,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  403. 
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DAMAGES  BY  FIRE. 


At  common  law    • 
Liability  by  statute 


Section. 
.  1 
.      2 


Section. 
The  fault  or  ne^igence  must  be 
the  proximate  cause         •       •      8 


1.  At  common  law. — The  general  common  law  principles  as 
to  the  liability  of  railroad  companies  for  injuries  caused  by  fire 
communicated  from  their  locomotive  engines,  are  the  same  as  in 
other  cases  of  injuries  resulting  from  the  use  of  fire.  If  used 
for  a  lawful  purpose,  upon  one^s  own  premises,  without  any  fault 
or  negligence,  no  liability  attaches  to  the  company.  When 
"  there  is  neither  negligence  nor  folly  in  doing  a  lawful  act,  the 
party  can  not  be  chargeable  with  the  consequences.".  *     And  al- 


*  Burroughs  and  another  v.  The 
Housatonic  B.  R.  Co.,  15  Conn.  124, 
131;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  30;  The 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Yeiser,  8  Barr  (8  Penn.  St.  R.),  306; 
S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  325;  The 
Frankford  &  Bristol  Turnpike  Co.  v, 
Phila.  &  Trenton  R.  R.  Co.,  54  Penn. 
St.  345;  Philadelphia  &  Reading  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Yerger,  73  Penn.  St.  121; 
Slatten  v,  Des  Moines  Valley  R.  R. 
Co.,  29  Iowa,  148;  Gandy  v,  Chi.  & 
N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Iowa,  420;  S.  C. 
6  Am.  R.  682;  Garrett  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W. 
Ry.  Co.,  36  Iowa,  121;  Radcliff's 
Ex^rs  V.  The  Mayor  and  others,  4  N. 
Y.  195;  Uays  r.  Miller,  6  Hun,  320; 
Bedford  r.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  Rail- 
road Co.,  46  Mo.  456;  Leaven woith, 
Lawrence  &  Galveston  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Cook,  18  Kans.  261, 15  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
350;  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  &  St. 
Louis  Ry.  Co.  v.  Culver,  60  Ind.  469. 
If  there  is  no  evidence  of  negligence 
at  all,  the  court  should  instruct  the 


jury  to  find  for  the  defendant:  Bur- 
roughs V.  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra,  p.  126. 
That  repeated  fires  occurred  at  the 
same  place,  is  not  proper  evidence  to 
go  to  a  j.:ry  to  raise  the  inference  that 
the  company  was  negligent:  Phil.  & 
R.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Yeiaer,  8  Penn.  St.  (8 
Barr),  366;  Edwards  v,  Ottawa  River 
Nav.  Co.,  39  TJpp.  Can.,  Q.  B.  264. 
But  see,  contra^  Snyder  v.  P.,  C.  & 
St.  L.  Ry.  Co.,  11  W.  Va.  14,  18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  154;  Smith  r.  Old  Colony 
&  Newport  R.  R.  Co.,  10  R.  I.  22,  6 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  144.  In  the  latter 
case  a  distinction  is  made  between  fires 
occurring  before  and  after  the  one 
causing  the  injuiy.  Evidence  that 
other  engines  of  the  same  company 
passed  over  the  same  road,  at  the 
same  place,  for  a  considerable  time, 
under  similar  conditions,  without  caus- 
ing fires,  will  raise  an  inference  of 
negligence  as  to  the  engine  causing 
the  injury:  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa 
Fe  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Stanford,  12  Eans. 
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though  property  destroyed  may  have  no  actual  martet  value, 
yet  plaintiff  may  recover  on  proving  a  value.* 

Burroughs  and  another  v.  Housatonie  Railroad  Company  was 
an  action  on  the  case  to  recover  damages  for  burning  plaintiff's 
house,  by  sparks  communicated  from  a  passing  engine.  Tlie 
house  was  situated  very  near  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and  was 
erected  there  after  the  location  of  the  road.  Tiiere  was  no  act- 
ual negligence  or  wrong  imputable  to  the  company  in  the  use 
of  their  franchise.  They  had  only  used  their  engine  in  tlie 
usual  and  necessary  manner  of  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the 
corporation,  upon  the  company*s  own  premises.  These  acts 
were  rendered  lawful  by  the  act  of  incorporation  passed  by  the 
legislature.  In  disposing  of  the  case,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Connecticut  say:  "Where,  then,  there  is  neither  negligence  nor 
folly  in  doing  a  lawful  act,  the  party  can  not  be  chargeable 
with  the  consequences.  Thus,  where  the  owner  of  land  set  fire 
upon  his  fallow  grounds,  which  run  into  and  consnmed  the 
plaintiff's  woods,  the  defendant  was  held  not  to  be  liable,  there 
being  no  negh'gence  in  him  or  his  servants." ' 

In  the  same  case  the  court  hold  the  following  language,  as 
fopcibly  illustrative  of  the  principle  that  a  person  is  not  liable 
for  the  consequences  of  the  reasonable  and  lawful  use  of  his  own 
property,  wherein  he  is  guilty  of  no  wrong,  folly  or  neglect. 
"  Have  these  defendants  done  any  such  act,  or  been  guilty  of 
any  such  negligence,  as  to  subject  themselves  to  this  action;  or 
liave  they  used  their  lawfnl  rights  in  a  reasonable  manner? 
What  acts  have  they  done?  They  have  built  their  road,  and  put 
on  their  engines  and  cars,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  pas- 


354.  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  230.  Evidence 
that  fire  had  escaped  from  other  loco- 
motives of  a  similar  pattern  is  incom- 
petent to  show  insufficiency  of  the  par- 
ticular engine  causing  the  fire,  or  neg- 
ligence of  the  engineer:  Coale  r.  Han- 
nibal &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo. 
227,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  210;  Lester  v. 
Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  &  Council 
Bluffs  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo.  265,  9  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  219;  Erie  Ry.  Co.  r.  Decker,  78 
Penn.  St.  293;  Jennings  ^.  Penn.  R. 
R.  Co.,  93  Penn.  St.  337;  S.  C.  37 
Leg.  Int.  157.  Although  evidence  that 


fire  had  been  before  communicated  by 
the  same  engine  is  proper:  Henry  v. 
Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  50  Cal. 
176,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  168.  But  if  the 
company  assume  to  operate  without 
authority,  they  will  become  liable  for 
injuries  in  the  absence  of  negligence: 
Jones  V.  Festiniog  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep. 
3  Q.  B.  733. 

*  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Stanford,  12  Eans.  354,  b 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  230. 

« 15  Conn.  131. 
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sengers,  by  means  of  steam  power,  in  the  manner  of  other  rail- 
road companies.  It  is  not  denied,  that  all  they  have  done  is  in 
exact  conformity  with  the  object  of  the  act  of  incorporation. 
All  they  have  done,  then,  mast  be  lawful,  if  the  legislature  could 
make  it  so.  Where,  then,  is  the  wrong?  It  is  true,  that  a  spark 
from  their  chimney  struck  the  roof  of  the  plaintiff's  building 
and  consumed  it;  but  these  defendants  neither  guided  nor  di- 
rected it.  In  what  respect  does  it  differ  from  a  similar  injury 
'by  a  spark  from  a  dwelling  house?  In  either  case  the  spark  pro- 
ceeds from  a  reasonable  use  of  one's  own  property;  it  is  guided 
in  the  same  manner,  takes  the  same  direction,  and  produces  the 
same  injury.  In  the  one  case  we  say  it  is  the  effect  of  accident, 
or  the  hand  of  Providence:  why  not  in  the  other?  If  there 
be  in  the  one  case,  how  can  there  be  in  the  other?"  In 
short,  it  is  cleai'ly  settled  that  the  use,  by  an  incorporated  rail- 
road company,  of  its  engines  and  road  in  a  reasonable  manner,  is 
lawful,  to  effect  the  end  contemplated  by  the  legislative  power 
in  creating  the  corporate  body,  or  in  allowing,  if  such  be  the 
case,  by  a  general  law,  the  formation  of  such  corporate  body. 
For  the  consequences  thereof  the  company  is  not  liable,  if  it  do 
no  more  than  is  proper  and  necessary,  and  do  all  that  is  proper 
and  necessary,  and  do  it  in  a  proper  and  necessary  maimer,  free 
from  wantonness,  folly  or  negligence  on  their  part,*  But  as  to 
what  is  the  proper  and  lawful  manner  of  using  such  locomotives 
and  operating  the  road,  and  what  will  amount  to  negligence, 
wantonness  or  folly,  these  are  still  to  be  considered,  and  recon- 
ciled, if  practicable,  npon  the  authority  of  the  adjudicated  cases. 
First,  then,  of  negligence  in  the  nse  of  locomotive  engines: 
Though  negligence  is  ordinarily  a  question  of  fact  for  the 
jury,'  yet  it  sometimes  becomes  a  matter  clearly  of  legal  defini- 


^  Burroughs  o.  Housatonic  R.  R.  Co., 
15  Conn.  124,  128;  Slatten  v.  Des 
Moines  Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  29  Iowa, 
148;  Gandy  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co..  80  Iowa,  420;  S.  C.  6  Ara.  R. 
682;  Radcliff  's  Exec'rs  r.  The  Mayor 
and  others,  4  N.  Y  195;  The  Frank- 
ford  &  Bristol  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Phila. 
&  Trenton  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Penn.  St. 
Mb. 

"Jackson  v.  The  Chicago  &  N.  W. 


R.  R.  Co..  31  Iowa,  176;  Huyett  r. 
The  Phila.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.,  23 
Penn.  St.  373;  The  Lackawanna  & 
Bloomshurg  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Doak  and 
another.  52  Penn.  St.  379;  Field  f .  The 
N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co..  32  N.  Y.  339; 
Webb  V.  The  Rome.  Watertown  & 
Ogdensburgh  R.  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  (4 
Sickels),  420;  Rood  v.  N.  Y.  &  Erie 
R.  R.  Co..  18  Barbour.  80;  King  v, 
Morris  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co.,  3  C.  E. 
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tloTi  and  import.'  Tlins,  by  the  current  of  authorities,  it  is  the 
duty  of  railroad  companies *to  use  none  bnt  locomotive  engines 
of  the  safest  modern  construction,  in  reference  to  safety  as 
against  the  communicating  of  fire  therefrom  to  property  along 
the  line  of  the  road,  and  to  have  such  engines  supplied  with  all 
the  best  approved  a])pliances  to  prevent  the  escape  of  sparks 
therefrom  to  the  endangering  of  the  property  of  others.  The 
omission  so  to  do,  on  the  part  of  the  company,  is  well  settled  in 
law  to  be  negligence,  and  will  subject  the  company  to  a  recovery 
for  damages  occasioned  thereby,  provided  it  occur  without  the 
contributory  negligence  or  fault  of  the  owner  of  the  property  in- 
jured or  destroyed;'  or,  as  in  some  states,  without  a  greater  de- 
gree of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  owner.'  And  though  the 
construction  be  of  the  approved  character,  and  they  be  provided 
with  the  most  safe  modern  appliances  for  the  preventing  of 


Green's  Ch.  397;  St.  Louia,  Alton  & 
Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Gilham,  39 
111.  455;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw 
Railway  Company  v,  Pindar,  53  111. 
447;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  57;  post,  chap. 
52,  aubd'n  8. 

»  Post,  chap.  52,  subd'n  8. 

»  Gandy  v.  The  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R. 
R.  Co..  30  Iowa,  420;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R. 
6S2;  Jackson  r.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  31  Iowa,  176;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  120; 
Small  V.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  50 
la.  338;  Bedell  c.  The  Lonff  Island  R. 
R.  Co.,  44  N.  y.  367;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R. 
6SS;  Webb  v.  The  Rome,  Watertown 
&  Ogdensburgh  R.  R.  Co..  49  N.  Y. 
'(4  Sickels),  420;  Lack.  &  Blooms.  R. 
R.  Co.  ©.  Doak  and  others,  52  Pt'nn. 
St.  379;  The  Frankford  &  Bristol 
Turnpike  Co.  v.  The  Phila.  &  Trenton 
R.  R.  Co.,  54  Penn.  St.  345;  Bass  v. 
C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  28  111.  9;  Great 
Western  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Haworth  and 
othere,  39  111.  346;  Toledo.  Peoria  & 
Wai-sawRy.  Co.  v.  Pindar,  53  111.  447; 
S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  57;  Murphy  r.  Chiciigro 
&  Northwestern  Ry.  Co..  45  Wis.  222, 
18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  17;  Snyder  v.  Pitts- 
burgh, Cincinnati  &  St.  Lonis  Ry.  Co., 
11  W.  Va.  14,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  154. 


See,  alpo,  Doggeit  v,  Richmond  & 
Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  78  N.  Car.  o05, 
16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  193,  where  the  con- 
tributoi7  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  is 
distinguished  as  proximate  and  re- 
mote, and  the  effect  on  the  plaintiff'  's 
rijfht  of  recovery  of  the  negligence 
of  intervening  land  owners  is  con- 
sidered. Contributory  negligence 
which  will  preclude  a  recovery  by 
the  plaintiff  is  where,  in  the  presence 
of  a  seen  danger  (as  where  fire  has 
been  set),  he  omits  to  act  prudently, 
or  does  some  act  inconsistent  with 
the  preservation  of  his  property. 
But  where  the  danger  is  merely  antic- 
ipated, or  dependent  on  the  future 
continuance  of  defendant's  negligence, 
plaintiff  is  not  bound  to  guard  against 
it:  Snyder  v.  P.,  C.  &  St.  L.  Ry.  Co., 
supra.  It  is  not  contributory  negli- 
gence in  the  plaintiff  to  leave  open 
the  windows  of  his  building,  if  the 
company  is  negligent  in  not  using 
spark-arresters:  Louisville,  New  Alba- 
ny <fe  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Richardson,  66 
Ind  43. 

'  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Simonson 
and  another,  54  111.  504;  S.  C.  5  Am 
R.  155;  post,  chap.  52,  subd'n  2. 
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^sparks  and  brandfe  from  escaping  from  sncli  engines  to  the  en- 
dangering of  the  neighboring  property,  it  nevertlieless  devolves 
upon  the  company  to  use  them  in  a  prudent  and  careful  man- 
ner, and  not  wantonly  or  recklessly.*  To  use  them,  even  under 
such  circumstances  of  proper  construction  and  safeguards,  where 
accumulations  of  dried  grass  or  other  combustible  materials 
have  been  allowed  by  the  comjiany  to  accumulate  and  remain 
along  or  near  the  track,  on  their  own  premises,  whereby  such 
combustible  matter  is  ignited,  and  fire  is  communicated  there- 
from to  the  property  of  others,  and  the  latter  is  tlius  injured  or 
destroyed,  if  not  negligence  in  itself,  in  contemplation  of  law,* 
is,  nevertheless,  a  case  in  whicli  a  jury  may  find  it  such,  and  tl  e 
finding,  unless   for  proper  cause,  will  not  be  disturbed.'     So, 


J  Gandy  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co., 
aO  Iowa,  420;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  682; 
Jackson  v.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  31  Iowa,  136;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  120; 
111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Mills,  42  III. 
407;  Flynn  v.  San  Francisco  &  San 
Jose  R.  R.  Co.,  40  Cal.  14;  S.  C.  6 
Am.  R.  59r5;  Fitch  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
45  Mo.  322;  Lackawanna  &  Blooms- 
burg  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Doak  and  another, 
62  Penn.  Sfc.  379;  The  Frankford  & 
Bristol  Turnpike  Co.  r.  The  Phila.  & 
Trenton  R.  R.  Co.,  54  Penn.  St.  345; 
Martin  v  Western  Union  R.  R.  Co.,  23 
Wis.  437;  Smith  v.  Old  Colony  &  New- 
port  R.  R.  Co.,  10  R.  I.  22,  6  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  144.  In  the  case  of  Gandy,  above 
cited,  the  court  characterize  the  stop- 
ping of  an  engine  and  stirring  the  fire 
in  it  in  a  place  of  peculiar  peril,  and 
the  repeated  and  unusual  dropping  of 
coals,  as  tending  to  establish  the  fact 
of  negligence. 

^  Flynn  p.  San  Francisco  &  San  Jose 
R.  R.  Co.,  40  Cal.  14:  S.  C.  6  Am.  R. 
595;  Perry  v.  Southern  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  50  Cal.  578,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  187; 
Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Nunn,  51 
III.  78;  Salmon  v.  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna &  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  38  N.  J. 
5,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  14;  Del.,  Lack.  & 
W.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  299, 


14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  226.  And  where  the 
duty  to  keep  the  track  clear  of  such  ac- 
cumulations is  imposed  by  statute,  its 
omission  is  legal  negligence:  Pitts- 
burgh, Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co. 
r.  Campbell,  86  III.  443. 

«  Kellogg  V.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  26  Wis.  223;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  69; 
Bass  V,  Chi.,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  28 
111.  9;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mills  42 
111.  407;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Shanefelt,  47  III.  497;  111.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Nunn,  51  111.  78;  Ohio  &  Miss. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Porter.  *  2  111.  437;  Kesee  v. 
The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Iowa, 
78;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  643;  Henry  t'.  South- 
em  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  50  Cal.  176,  12 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  168;  Perry  v.  same,  su- 
pra; Troxler  r.  Richmond  &  Danville 
R.  R.  Co.,  74  N.  Car.  377,  13  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  389;  Pittsburgh.  Cincnnati  ^ 
St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Nel«on,  51  Ind. 
150;  Smith  p.  London  &  S.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  Law  Rep.  5  C.  P.  98;  S.  0  6 
Id.  14.  The  rule  in  this  regard  is 
stated  as  follows  in  Snyder  v.  Pitts- 
burgh, Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co., 
11  W.  Va.  14.  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  154: 
•*  From  the  evidence  and  all  the  cir- 
**cumstancea  and  surroundings,  in- 
••  eluding  the  dryness  of  the  time,  did 
"  the  defendant  permit  such  an  accu- 
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likewise,  in  respect  to  contributory  and  comparative  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  alleged  to  consist  in  like  accnrnula- 
tions  of  dry  and  combustible  material  or  matter  on  plaintiff's 
premises,  along  and  near  to  the  track  of  the  railroad,  the  court 
will  not  charge  the  jury  that  it  amounts  jp^r  so  to  contributory 
or  to  comparative  negligence,  but  will  refer  both  the  fact  as  to 
such  accumulations,  and  the  question  of  the  plaintiff's  negli- 
gence dependent  thereon,  to  the  jury  for  their  decision.* 

But  altliongh  there  be  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
yet,  to  justify  a  recovery,  tlie  plaintiff  himself  is  bound  to  have 
ased  a  reasonable  degree  of  care,  and  of  endeavor  to  preserve  his 
property.^     Thus  it  is  liolden  that  the  burning  of  money  in  a 


"  mulation  of  grass,  weeds  or  leaves 
"  of  a  combustible  Dature  within  its 
"right  of  way  at  the  poin*  where 
"said  fire  occurred,  exposed  to  igni- 
"  lion  by  its  engines,  as  would  not  be 
"  permitted  or  done  by  a  cautious  and 
"  prudent  man  upon  his  own  premises 
"  if  exposed  to  the  same  hazard  from 
"fire  as  the  accumulation  of  the  dry 
"  grass,  weeds  br  leaves  upon  the  said 
"  right  of  way  of  the  defendant?"  11 
W.  Va.  37. 

'  Kellogg  V,  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  26  Wis.  223;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  69; 
Murphy  r.  Chicago  &  North  Western 
Ry.  Co..  45  Wis.  222,  18  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  17;  Cook  v.  Champlain  Transpor- 
tation Co.,  1  Denio,  91;  Kesee  v.  The 
Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R  Co.,  30  Iowa,  78; 
S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  643;  Fitch  r.  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  45  Mo.  322;  Coates  v,  Mis- 
5iouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Ry.  Co.,  61  Mo. 
38,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  60;  Kansas  Pac. 
Ry.  Co.  V,  Brady,  17  Kansas,  380. 
In  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Shanefelt, 
47  111.  497,  and  Illinois  Cent.  Railroad 
Co.  V,  Nunn,  51  111.  78,  a  contrary  doc- 
trine is  announced,  but  by  a  divided 
court.  It  is  holden  in  these  cases,  that 
suffering  such  combustible  accumula- 
tions to  remain  near  the  railroad  is 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  landed 
proprietor,  and  that  he  can  no',  recover 


if  damage  i^  suffered  by  him  from  fire 
comrauniiated  thereto  from  the  road. 
And  see,  also,  Salmon  v.  Delnwan*. 
Lackawanna  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  ^.8 
N.  J.  5,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  14;  Snyder  r. 
Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis  Ry. 
Co.,  11  W.  Va.  14,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rei). 
154. 

2  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Mills,  42 
III.  407;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Shanefelt,  47  111.  497;  111.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Frazier,  47  111.  505:  Toledo,  Pe- 
oria  &  Warsaw  Ry.  Co.  v.  Pindar, 
53  111.  447:  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  57;  Chica- 
go &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Simonson,  51 
III.  504;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  155;  Chicago 
&  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Pennell.  94  III. 
448;  Ward  v.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Ry.  Co.,  29  Wis.  144, 12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
193;  Burke  p.  Louisville  &  Nashville 
R.  R.  Co.,  7  Heisk.  451,  12  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  497;  Doggett  v.  Richmond  & 
Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  78  N.  Car.  305,'  16 
Am.  Ry.  Rep  193;  Woodson  v.  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn. 
60,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  293.  In  Shane- 
felt*s  case  it  is  distinctly  holden  that 
holders  of  improved  lands  contiguous 
to  railroads  are  as  much  bound  in  law 
to  keep  their  grounds  free  of  accumu* 
lations  of  combustible  material  as  are 
railroad  companies  to  so  keep  their 
own;  and  the  same  is  referred  to  and 
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dwelling-house,  which  house  is  burned  by  reason  of  the  negli- 
gence of  another  party,  will  not  give  a  cause  of  action  for  the 
loss  of  the  money  against  the  author  of  the  negligence,  if  the 
owner  of  the  money  might  by  ordinary  care  have  saved  the 
same.*  The  rule  applies  with  equal  force  to  all  other  property. 
The  rule  laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa,  in  Kesee  v. 
The  Chicago  &  North  Western  Railroad  Company,  is  that  it  is 
not  negligence  j?^  se,  on  the  part  of  a  railroad  company,  to  suffer 
such  natural  accumulation  of  dry  grass  and  other  combustible 
matter  on  the  sides  of  their  tracks  as  are  liable  to  be  ignited  by 
sparks  or  fire  from  their  engines,  unless  it  be  to  such  an  extent  as 
would  not  be  permitted  or  done  by  a  cautions  and  prudent  man 
upon  his  own  premises,  if  exposed  to  the  same  hazard  from  fire 
as  are  the  combustibles  so  accumulated  upon  the  right  of  way  of 
the  railroad  company;  but  that  if  so  suffered  to  accumulate  and 
remain  to  a  greater  degree  than  would  be  permitted  by  a  prudent 
and  cautious  man  on  his  own  premises  under  like  circumstances, 
then  the  jury  may  infer  negligence  therefrom;  and  that  if  they 
find  also  from  the  evidence  that  fire  or  sparks  from  the  engine 
set  fire  to  such  accumulated  combustibles  thus  existing  in  greater 
extent  than  a  cautious  man  would  permit,  and  do  also  infer  negli- 
gence therefrom,  and  that  the  fire  passing  on  toplaintifi''s  premi- 
ses from  the  grounds  of  the  company  set  fire  to  plaintiff's  property, 
then  the  company  will  be  liable  for  the  damages,  unless  contrib- 
uted to  by  the  negligence  of  the  plaintiflf  himself;  and  that  be- 
fore plaintiff  can  recover,  he  must  satisfy  the  jury  by  evidence 
that  he  has  been  guilty  of  no  negligence  which  contributed  di- 
rectly to  the  injury,  which  may  be  shown  by  evidence  of  pru- 
dence and  care  on  his  part,  in  reference  to  exposure  of  the  prop- 
erty destroyed;  that  though  the  owner  of  property  along 
the  line  of  a  railroad  has  a  right  to  stack  his  grain  and  hay,  or 
to  place  other  property,  on  his  own  premises  near  the  road,  yet 


approved  in  the  subsequent  case  of 
Cuicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v,  Simon- 
son.  But  where  the  owner  of  a  live 
animal,  by  direction  of  the  railroad 
company's  agent,  used  straw  for  bed- 
ding for  the  animal  which  was  being 
tr.msporfced  in  the  cars,  and  the  straw 
was  ignited  and  the  animal  burned, 
the  court  held  the  company  liable  for 


the  loss,  notwithstanding  the  partici- 
pation of  the  plaintiff  in  procuring 
and  using  the  dangerous  material: 
Powell  V.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Penn. 
St.  (8  Casey),  411 . 

*  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  Ry.  Co. 
V,  Pindar,  53  III.  447;  Chicago  &  N. 
IV.  Ry.  Co.  V,  Simonson,  54  111.  504. 
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in  8o  doing  he  takes  the  risk  of  accidents,  but  not  of  negli'jenco 
of  the  company;  and  that  if  he  leaves  it  unprotected  when  it 
conid  be  better  secured  by  plowing  around  it,  and  he  fails  to  do  so, 
or  to  use  other  means  likely  to  protect  it,  he  is  guilty  of  contribu- 
tive  negligence,  and  can  not  recover  for  injury  communicated  by 
fire  burning  over  the  ground  from  the  right  of  way  of  the  rail- 
road company.^  But  such  imprudence  of  the  adjacent  owner 
will  not  render  any  less  oblii^atory  the  duty  devolving  upon  the 
railroad  company  of  using  due  care  on  its  part. 

"  Fire  being  a  destructive  element  (say  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Iowa),  persons  using  it  are  required  to  exercise  all  reasonably 
careful  and  prudent  precautions  against  its  sj)read."'  And  this 
rule  extends  to  the  use  of  railroad  locomotives,  in  operating  rail-  • 
roads.  The  care  and  prudence  required  by  law  to  prevent  inju- 
ries by  fire  from  locomotives,  call  for  the  best  contrivances  for 
safety  that  are  known;  and  unless  such  are  used,  there  is  negli- 
gence.' But  the  facts  involving  such  negligence,  or  necessary  to 
its  existence,  are  matter  for  the  decision  of  a  jury.*  And  it 
matters  not  whether  the  injury  be  occasioned  by  the  improper  use 


^  Kesee  r.  The  Chicagro  &  N.  W. 
R.  R.  Co.,  30  Towa,  78;  Snyder  v. 
Pittsburgh,  Cin.  &  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co., 
11  W.  Va.  14, 37;  Cook  v.  The  Cham- 
plain  Transportaiion  Co.,  1  Denio,  91. 

«  Jackson  v.  The  Chi.  &  N.  VV.  R.  R. 
Co..  31  Iowa,  136;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  120; 
Smith  f?.  Old  Colony  &  Newport  R.  R. 
Co.,  10  R.  I.  22;  Ward  v.  Mil.  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  29  Wis.  144;  Spauld- 
ing  r.  Clii.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  30  Wis. 
110;  Read  v.  Morse,  34  Wis.  315; 
Longabaugh  v.  Va.  City  &  T.  R.  R. 
Co.,  9  Nev.  271;  Snyder  v,  Pittsburgh, 
Cin.  &  St.  Louis  Ily.  Co.,  11  W.  Va. 
14;  S.  C.  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  154. 

»  Gandy  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co., 
80  Iowa,  420;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  682; 
Jackson  p.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  31  Iowa,  136;  Bevier  v  Drl.  & 
Hudson  Canal  Co.,  13  Hun,  254;  Chi- 
cigo  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Pennell, 
91111.  448;  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  & 


St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Nelson,  51  Ind. 
150;  Hoyt  p.  Jeffere,  30  Mich.  181. 
Ordinary  fuel  may  be  used:  Collins  v. 
N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Hun. 
409;  Bait.  &  Susquehanna  R.  R.  Co. 
V,  Woodruff,  4  Md.  242;  Lackawanna 
&  B.  R.  R.  Cq.  v.  Doak,  52  Penn.  St. 
379. 

*  Jiickson  p.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  31  Iowa,  1C6;  Huyett  v.  Phil.  & 
Reading  R.  R.  Co.,  23  Penn.  St.  R. 
373;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hope,  80  Penn, 
St.  873;  Field  v,  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  32  N.  Y.  339;  Briggs  r.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  72  N.  Y.'26; 
Hays  V.  Miller,  6  Hun,  320;  Coale  v. 
HanniHal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  60 
Mo.  227,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  210;  Chicago 
&  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Pennell,  94  HI. 
448;  Atchison,  Topeka&  Santa  Fe  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Bales,  16  Kansas,  252;  Kel- 
logg V,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry 
Co.,  5DiU.  537. 
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of  a  properly  constructed  engine,  or  from  a  defect  in  the  con- 
strnctionof  the  engine  itself.^ 

In  cases  of  loss  by  tire,  set  out  by  an  engine  upon  a  railroad, 
and  involving  the  question  of  negligence,  the  mere  fact  of  the 
injury  does  not  amount  to  proof  of  negligence  or  wrong  upon 
the  part  of  the  company.  Such  proof  of  setting  out  the  fire,  or 
escape  thereof  from  the  property  of  the  company,  is  but  one  stage 
toward  making  out  a  case  for  recovery.  The  circumstances  and 
facts  relied  upon  as  negligence  are  also  to  be  proven,  and  are  to 
be  proven  by  the  plaintiff.  To  recover,  he  must  aver  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  company,  as  also  ordinary  care  on  his  part. 
To  recover,  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  him  to  prove  what  he  thus 
necessarily  avers.     His  allegations  and  proof  must  correspond.* 


'  Jackson  v.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R. 
R.  Ck).,  31  Iowa,  136. 

»  Gandy  v.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  30  Iowa,  420;  McCummons  v. 
The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  33  Iowa, 
187;  Small  v.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry.  Co..  50 
la.  338;  Macon  &  Western  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  McConnell,  27  Geo.  481;  Sheldon 
r.  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  29  Barb. 
226;  S.  C.  14  N.  Y.  218;  Field  r.  N. 
Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  N.  Y.  339;  Col- 
lins V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co., 
5  Hun,  603;  McCaig  v.  Erie  Ry.  Co., 
8  Hun,  599;  Smith  v.  Hannibal  &  St. 
Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  37  Mo.  287;  Huyett 
V.  Phil.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.,  23  Penn. 
St.  373;  Jennings  v.  Penn.  R.  R. 
Co.,  93  Penn.  St.  337;  S.  C.  37  Leg. 
Int.  157;  Reading  &  Columbia  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Latfihaw,  93  Penn.  St.  449;  S. 
C.  37  Leg.  Int.  157,  9  Repr.  798; 
McCready  v.  South  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  2 
Strobh.  356;  Burroughs  v.  Housatonic 
R.  R.  Co.,  15  Conn.  124;  Indian a])- 
olis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Paramore  & 
others,  31  Ind.  147;  Doggett  v.  Rich- 
mond &  Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  78  N. 
Car.  305,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  193;  Stur- 
gis  f .  Robbins,  62  Me.  289.  But  it  is 
held  otherwise  in  Missouri.  The 
rule  in  that  state  is  that  negligence  is 
presumed  from  the   escape  of  fire: 


Coale  V.  Hannibal  A  St.  Joseph  R.  R. 
Co.,  60  Mo.  227,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  210; 
Clemens  p.  Saime,  53  Mo.  366,  12  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  351 ;  Kenney  v.  Same,  70  Mo. 
243.  And  so  in  Tennessee:  Burke 
V.  Lou'sville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  7 
Heisk.  451,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  497. 
And  see  Woodf^on  v.  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  60,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  293;  Burlington  &  Mo.  R.  R. 
Co.  P.  Westover,  4  Neb.  268.  In  Illi- 
nois and  Iowa  this  rule  exists  by  stat- 
ute: Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  &  St. 
Louis  Ry.  Co.  v.  Campbell,  86  111.  443; 
Small  r.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry.  Co.,  50  la. 
338.  If  the  fire,  after  it  had  been  ig- 
nited, could  have' been  prevented  by 
the  employes  on  the  road  from  spread- 
ing to  plaintiff 's  property,  the  com- 
pany is  chargeable  with  gross  negli- 
gence: Kenney  v.  Hannibal  &  St.  Jo- 
seph R.  R.  Co.,  63  Mo.  99,  20  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  275;  S.  C.  70  Mo.  252.  See, 
as  to  proper  allegations  in  that  re- 
spect, and  as  to  when  the  variance,  if 
any,  should  be  taken  advantage  of, 
Ibid,  But  is  not  necessary  to  identify 
the  engine  causing  the  fire:  Bevier 
p.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  13  Hun, 
254;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Stranahan, 
79  Penn.  St.  405. 
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In  Georgia  the  ruling  is,  ,that  persons  who  build  or  make 
erections  near  to  that  which  may  endanger  them,  the  same  being 
in  itself  lawful,  as,  for  instance,  making  erections  or  placing 
property  dangerously  near  to  railroads  or  railroad  woodyards, 
do  so  at  their  own  risk,  except  as  to  injuries  caused  by  the  neg- 
lii^ence  of  the  company  from  whose  property  or  engines  the 
fire  emanates;^  and  that  the  negligence,  to  cause  liability,  must 
in  such  cases  be  gross.'  This  latter  ruling  was  had  upon  a  re- 
trial of  the  same  case  above  cited,  after  it  had  once  been  reversed. 

The  ruling  in  Illinois  in  regard  to  the  application  of  the  doc- 
trine of  remote  and  proximate  cause  is,  that  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  direction  of  the  wind,  the  state  of  the  weather, 
and  all  the  surrounding  circumstances  and  localities,  if  the  effect 
of  the  negligently  allowing  tire  to  escape  from  a  railroad  locomo- 
tive and  communicate  itself  to  the  neighboring  property,  would 
be,  in  the  apprehension  of  a  reasonable  person,  to  set  fire  to  and 
consume  the  property  for  which  compensation  is  claimed,  and 
without  the  aid  of  any  new  circumstance  or  incident,  then  the 
cause  is  proximate,  and  the  loss  is  the  proximate  result  of  setting 
out   the  fire,  and   the  company  is  liable.'     But  if    some  new 


'  Macon  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  t>.  Mc- 
Connell,  27  Ga.  481.  And  see  Phil.  & 
Reading:  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hendrickson,  80 
Penn.  St.  182;  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Pennell,  94  III.  448;  Kansas 
Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Brady,  17  Kans.  380; 
Small  V.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  50 
Iowa,  838,  But  see  contra,  Kellogg 
V,  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  26  Wis.  223; 
Ward  t?.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 
Co..  29  Wis.  144,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
193;  Caswell  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co..  42  Wis.  193,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
162;  Mrrpby  v,  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co., 
4-5  Wis  222,  18  Am.  Ky.  Rep.  17; 
Burke  v.  Louisyille  &  Nashville  R.  R. 
Co..  7  Heisk.  451,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
497.  Expert  tesumony  is  not  admissi- 
ble to  show  whether  a  structure  would 
be  considered  as  exposed  to  risk:  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  PauT  Ry.  Co.  r.  Kellogg, 
4  Otto,  469,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  309. 
And  80  where  the  owner  of  a  ware- 


house and  track  near  it  employed  the 
engine  of  a  railroad  company  to 
draw  cars  over  it,  and  the  engine 
threw  sparks  badly,  which  was  no- 
ticed by  plaintiffs,  and  after  some  use 
of  the  engine  the  warehouse  was 
ignited  by  the  sparks  and  burned,  the 
company  was  held  not  liable:  Mar- 
quette, Houghton  &  Ontonagon  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Spear,  44  Mich.  169;  S.  C.  6  N. 
W.  Repr.  202,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  242. 
It  does  not  affect  the  matter  that  the 
company,  on  complaint  being  made 
of  the  throwing  of  sparks,  promised 
to  repair  "some  time":    Ihid, 

*  Macon  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
McConnell.  31  Geo.  133. 

'  Fent  and  another  v.  Toledo,  Peo- 
ria &  Warsaw  Ry.  Co.,  59  111.  349. 
And  see  Hoag  r.  Lake  Shore  &  Mich. 
Southern  R.  R.  Co.,  85  Penn.  St^ 
293,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  405. 
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as^ency  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  condition  of  things  after  the 
fire  has  been  started,  whereby  its  corainnnication  to  other  prop- 
erty is  caused  or  accelerated — as,  f^r  instance,  the  suddenly 
springing  up  of  a  high  wind,  by  which  the  fire  is  carried  along, 
and  extended  to  other  property  than  it  would,  by  a  reasonable 
supposition,  have  communicated  to  but  for  such  new  circum- 
stance— then  the  original  cause  is  remote,  the  loss  is  the  remote 
result  thereof,  and  the  company  is  not  liable.*  Moreover, 
these  circumstances  are  matters  of  fact  for  a  jury  to  decide,  un- 
der the  charge  of  the  court.' 

But  to  enable  a  plaintiff  to  recover,  in  Illinois,  for  injuries  in- 
curred by  fire  escaping  from  a  locomotive  and  communicated  to 
dry  grass,  negligently  allowed  to  accumulate  on  defendant's 
right  of  way  grounds,  and  thence  to  like  accumulations  allowed 
by  plaintiff  to  remain  on  his  adjoining  grounds,  and  thence  to  the 
property  injured,  it  must  appear  that  the  negligence  of  the  com- 
pany in  that  respect  was  gross  when  compared  with  that  of  the 
plaintiff;  or,  at  all  events,  that  the  negligence  of  the  defendant 
was  greater  than  that  of  the  plaintiff,  while  that  of  the  latter  waB 
slight.'  These  two  terms,  gross  and  greater,  are  occasionally 
used  by  the  courts  of  this  state  in  the  same  connection,  as  if  in- 
tended to  convey  the  same  meaning. 

By  the  statute  of  Illinois  of  1869  (Gross'  Comp.,  654,  Sec. 


*  Fent  and  others  v,  Toledo,  Peoria 
&  Warsaw  Ry.  Co.,  59  111.  349; 
Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Muthersbaugh,  71  111.  572. 

'  Fent  and  others  v.  Toledo,  Peoria 
&  Warsaw  Ry.  Co.,  59  111.  349;  Del- 
aware, Lackawanna  &  Western  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  299,  14  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  226;  Perry  v.  Southern  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  50  Cal.  578,  12  Am.  Ry, 
Rep.  187;  Clemens  v.  Hannibal  &  St. 
Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  53  Mo.  866,  12  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  351;  Phil.  &  Reading  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Hendrickson,  80  Penn.  St.  182; 
Hoag  V.  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  South- 
ern R.  R.  Co.,  85  Penn.  St.  293;  S.  C. 
18  Am,  Ry.  Rep.  405;  Briggs  v.  N.Y. 
Cent  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  72  N.  Y.  26; 
Kellogg  9.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 
Co.,  5  DilL  537.    See  as  to  when  a 


special  verdict  as  to  neglii^enoe  of  the 
company  is  sufficiently  certain,  Cas- 
well V.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  42 
Wis.  193,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  162.  But 
where  the  facts  are  undisputed,  and 
the  intervening  agency  manifest,  it 
may  become  a  question  for  the  court: 
Hoag  r.  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra,' 

» Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Simon- 
son,  54  111.  504;  or,  in  states  holding 
the  rule  of  contributory  negligence, 
that  the  negligence  of  the  pLdntiff 
was  remote  and  that  of  the  defendant 
proximate:  Fitch  v.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  45 
Mo.  322;  Lester  v,  Kansas  City,  St. 
Jos.  &  C.  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo.  265; 
Phil.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Schultz, 
93  Penn.  St  341;  S.  C.  37  Lag.  Int  386. 
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103),  if  it  be  established  that  an  injury  has  been  occasionLd  by 
sparks  of  fire  emitted  from  an  engine,  tliat  fact  itself  is  fuMpri- 
ina  facia  evidence  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  company  and 
its  agents  and  servants  in  charge  of  the  same  at  the  time.  Such 
proof  entitles  a  plaintiff  to  recover,  if  nothing  more  be  shown 
on  either  side,  and  therefore  throws  the  burden  of  proof  upon 
the  defendant  to  show,  by  way  of  rebuttal,  that  at  the  time  of 
the  alleged  injury,  the  engine  was  equipped  with  the  necessary 
and  most  effective  appliances  to  prevent  the  escape  of  tire,  and 
was  not  only  in  good  repair,  but  was  properly,  carefully  and 
skillfully  handled  by  a  competent  engineer.*  It  is  nqt  enough 
that  the  engine  was  originally  properly  equipped  with  the  appl: 
ance  aforesaid,  to  prevent  escape  of  fire;  it  must  be  shown  that 
it  was  so  at  the  time,  and  was  in  good  order.  The  law  requires 
of  the  company  and  its  employes  constant  and  vigilant  care  that 
engines  be  kept  in*  good  order,  so  as  not  to  be  dangerous  to 
property  ftlong  the  road.' 

A  railroad  company  is  liable  for  injuries  from  fire  communi- 
cated by  the  locomotive  of  another  company,  which  the  defend- 
ants permitted  to  be  run  on  their  road  without  any  spark-arrester 
on  it,  its  defective  condition  being  known  to  the  defendant's 
train-dispatcher.' 

That  an  engine  tly-ows  sparks  to  a  distance  of  one  hundred 
feet  from  the  track  of  the  railroad,  is  held,  in  Illinois,  to  be  pre- 
sumptive evidence  tiiat  it  is  not  supplied  with  the  proper  spark- 
arrester,  and  of  negligence  in  that  respect.  Therefore  evidence 
of  that  fact  is  admissible,  to  show  the  character  of  the  engine 
used  in  a  given  case.*  And  though  a  railroad  company  failing 
to  use  such  appliances,  and  to  keep  the  same  in  proper  order, 
will  ordinarily  be  liable  for  the  damages  resulting  from  such 
failure,  yet  if  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  injured  party  or  his  serv- 


>Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Quain- 
lance,  58  111.  389;  Rockford,  Rock 
laid,  k  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rogrers, 
62  111.  346;  Pittsburgh,  Cin.  &  Si  Louis 
Ry.  Co.  t>.  Campbell  86  111.  443.  See 
Small  r.  Chi.,  Rock  Isl.  &  Pac.  R. .  R. 
Co.,  50  Iowa,  338. 

•Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Quaintance,  58  III.  389,  398;  HI.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  MilU,  42  III  407. 


•Delaware,  L  'ckawanna  &  Western 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  299,  14 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  226;  Pittsburgh,  Cin- 
cinnati &  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  v-  Camp- 
bell, 86  111.  443. 

*  III.  Cent,  R.  R.  Co.  r.  McClelland, 
42  III.  355  (1866).  And  see  Burke  v. 
Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  7 
Heisk.  451,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  497. 
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ants  to  prevent  the  injury  by  arresting  the  progress  of  the  fire  by 
tlie  exercise  of  a  reasonable  diligence,  and  he  fails  to  exercise 
such  diligence,  it  is  snch  negligence  as  will  prevent  a  recovery.* 

The  custom  of  throwing  burning  brands  from  locomotive  en- 
gines en  route  along  the  road  is  a  dangerous  one,  and  is  within 
the  act  of  the  fireman's  employment,  if  committed  by  him  in 
the  course  of  his  service;  and  if  negligently  done,  and  injury 
ensue  by  reason  of  tire  thereby  communicated,  the  company  will 
be  liable.' 

The  obligations  of  ordinary  care  are  different  upon  vehicles 
that  can  change  or  choose  their  track,  or  safely  ^},op  or  lessen 
their  speed,  from  what  they  are  upon  railway  trains,  which  can 
pursue  but  one  track  in  reference  to  passing  objects,  as  also  in 
reference  to  objects  and  praperty  situated  by  the  wayside,  and  be- 
ing passed  by  them,  and  which  may  not  stop  or  lessen  speed 
but  at  the  risk  of  a  collision.'  The  one  kind  can  diverge  to 
either  hand,  as  a  prudent  regard  for  others  may  require,  or  even 
stop  entirelj*,  or  slacken  speed,  whilst  the  other  must  proceed  in 
the  track  of  their  route,  without  the  power  to  change  the  same, 
and  must  run  by  the  time  table.*  So  the  latter,  unlike  ordinary 
vehicles,  may  be  compelled  to  proceed  or  to  stop  as  the  pro- 
gramme for  their  running  may  require,  in  order  to  avoid  collis- 
ions ahead  or  from  behind,  whilst  ordinary  vehicles  are  controlla- 
ble in  this  respect.' 

Neither  is  the  ordinary  care  which  is  due  from  a  railroad  com- 
pany to  owners  of  property  alongside  the  track,  in  respect  to 
danger  from  fire  escaping  from  the  engines  of  defendant,  in  any 
degree  dependent  upon  the  state  of  the  weather  or  wind,  as  to 
wet  or  dry,  calm  or  stormy.  Their  route  and  their  speed  is  at  all 
times  the  same,  and  so  is  their  obligation,  for  the  necessities  of 
regularity  and  uniformity  in  their  running  are  not  matters  of 
choice  or  convenience   merely,  but  involve  the  safety  of  persons 

»Ill.  Ont.  R.  R.  Co.f>.  McClelland,  •Mich.  Cent,  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Ander- 

42  III.   355,  859;    Toledo,   Peoria  &  son,  20  Mich.  (2  Clarke),  244. 

Warsaw  Ry.    Co.  r.   Pindar,  53  111.  *  The  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  An- 

447;  Chi.  &  Alton  Ry.  Co.    r.   Pen-  derson,  supra, 

nell,  94  III.  454;  Doggett  v.  Richmond  »  The  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  An- 

&  Danville  R.  R.  Co..  78  N.  Car.  305,  dprson,  20  Mich.  (2  Clarke),  244.    See 

16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  193.  Brusberg  ©.  M.,  L.  S.  &  W.  Ry.  Co., 

« Spaulding  r.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  50  Wis.  231;  S.  C.  6  N.W.  Repr.  821. 
Co.,  33  Wis.  582,  590. 
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and  trains  everywhere  along  the  road.*  Thus  they  may  not  vary 
with  wind  or  weather;  and  if  they  are  rnn  with  ordinary  care 
and  tlie  proper  equipments,  and  approved  spark  arresters,  the 
risk  of  dant^er  devolves  on  those  who  establish  themselves  or  re- 
side along  such  roads,  as  incident  to  their  situation ;  and  as  the  ex< 
tra  care  demanded  devolves  on  those  whose  interest  demands  in- 
creased vigilance,  so  the  consequences  of  want  of  it  fall  upon 
the  owner,  for  the  railroad  company,  in  merely  exercising  its 
rights,  is  not  in  fault' 

If  a  shipper  of  property  by  rail  reclaim  and  take  possession 
thereof  while  the  same  is  in  transit,  and  the  same  bs  then  de- 
8tro3'ed  by  fire  whilst  iti  his  possession,  or  in  the  possession  of 
those  in  whose  charge  he  entrnsts  it,  the  loss  is  his  own,  and  not 
that  of  the  company,  although  he  may  not  remove  the  same  from  , 
the  place  where  found.* 

The  fact  that  the  railroad  company  acquired  their  right  of 
way  through  the  plaintiff's  land  by  grant  or  condemnation  will 
not  prevent  a  recovery.*  These  proceedings  have  reference  only 
to  such  damages  as  naturally  and  necessarily  arise  from  the  use 
of  the  land  for  the  authorized  purpose,  and  will  not  bar  the  re- 
covery of  damages  for  injuries  arising  from  an  unskillful  or  im- 
proper construction,  or  negligence  in  operating  the  road.* 

A  like  liability  rests  upon  a  railroad  company  for  the  baggage 
of  a  passenger,  upon  its  arrival,  as  for  freight  carried  by  it. 
Therefore  if,  when  the  baggage  safely  arrives  at  its  place  of 
destination,  the  owner  be. not  there  to  receive  it,  or  do  not  take 
charge  of  it  if  present,  but  leaves  it  with  the  company,  it  is  its 
duty  to  store  the  baggage  for  safe  keeping,  and  when  that  is 
done,  the  character  of  carrier  ceases,  and  that  of  warehouseman 
begins,  and  if  the  same  be  destroyed  by  fire  without  the  negli- 
gence of  the  company,  it  is  not  responsible  therefor.' 


>  The  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  An- 
derson, 20  Mich.  (2  Clarke;,  244. 

•The  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  An- 
dexBOn,  20  Mich.  (2  Clarke),  244. 

»  Cleveland  &  Pittsburgh  R.  R.  Co. 
9.  Sargent,  19  Ohio  St.  438. 

*  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  299,  14 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  226. 

*D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Salmon. 
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supra;  Small  v.  C.  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry.  Co., 
50  la.  ass.  Parol  evidence  of  the 
items  of  damage  allowed  is  inad- 
missible. The  award  is  a  matter  of 
record,  and  must  be  p  oduced:  Cas- 
well V.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  42 
Wis.  193,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  162. 

•  Roth  V.  The  Buffalo  &  Slate  Line 
R  R.  Co.,  84  K.  Y.  (7  Tiifany),  54S. 
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Tho  acceptance  of  rent,  however  nominal  in  amount,  by  a 
railroad  company,  for  the  privilege  of  making  erections  on  and 
occupying  tlie  company's  right  of  way  grounds,  when  done  to 
facilitate  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  freights,  amounts  to  evi- 
dence of  a  license  to  occupy  and  use  tlie  grounds  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  manner  thus  paid  for,  and  in  effect  places  the  parties 
in  the  relative  position  to  each  other  of  landlord  and  tenant,  and 
is  not  inconsistent  with  the  uses  and  purposes  for  which  right 
of  way  grounds  are  ordinarily  held  by  railroad  companies.' 
In  a  suit  involving  the  alleged  liability  of  a  railroad  company 
for  injury  by  fire  from  its  engines  to  such  property,  a  recei[>t 
given  by  the  company  for  such  rent  is  properly  in  evidence,  as 
showing  the  consent  of  the  company  to  such  occupancy,  although 
given  after  suit  commenced.' 

In  determining  whether  the  fire  which  caused  destruction  to 
property  situated  along  the  route  of  a  railroad  was  communi- 
cated from  the  company's  engine,  it  is  competent  to  prove  that 
locomotives  of  the  same  company  were  accustomed  to  scatter  fire 
in  passing  the  locus  in  quo^  at  times  immediately  preceding  the 
alleged  burning,  as  tending  to  show  a  negligent  habit  of  the  offi- 
cers and  agents  of  the  railroad  company,  and  as  tending  to  show 
the  burning  to  have  been  done  by  fire  from  a  locomotive  of  de- 
fendant.' 

And  where  the  property  destroyed  was  situated  along  the 
route  of  the  defendant  railroad,  or  in  proximity  thereto,  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  hold  that  a  state  statute  mak- 
ing railroad  companies  liable  for  injury  done  by  their  locomo- 
tives, unless  such  companies  show  that  they  have  used  all  dqe 
caution  and  diligence,  and  employed  suitable  expedients,  to  pre- 
vent such  injuries,  and  where  the  same  law  gives  railroad  com- 
panies an  insurable  interest  in  property  situated  along  the  route 
of  their  roads,  creates  such  liability  whether  the  tire  be  in  the 
first  place  communicated  directly  from   the  locomotive  to  the 

» Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Richard-  Grand  Trunk   Ry.  Co..  42  Vt.  449; 
son  et  al..  1   Olto  (U.  S.  S.  C),  454;   '  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McClelland,  42 

Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  ».  Rich,  19  III.  8-58;  Sheldon  r.  Hudson  River  R. 

Kans.  517.  R.  Co.,  14  N.  Y.  218;  Field  r.  N.  Y. 

"Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Co.   r.    Rich-  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  N.  Y.  839;  Lonfc 

ardson  et  ol.,  1  Otto,  454.  abauph  r.  Va.  City  &  T.  R.  R.  Co.,  9 

'Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Richard-  Nev.  271. 
son  et  al.,  1  Otto,  454;   Cleaveland  v. 
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property  destroyed,  or  in  a  secondary  manner,  from  other  prop- 
erty so  set  on  fire  by  fire  from  a  locomotive,  if  the  property  so 
secondarily  burned  be  also  situate  alonii^,  or  in  proximity  to,  the 
route  of  the  road.'  The  court  thus  ruled,  however,  in  the  lead- 
in  cr  case  here  cited,  upon  the  strength  of  tlie  statute  of  Ver- 
mont alone,  and  not  upon  general  principles  involving  the  doc- 
trine of  proximity  and  remoteness,  and  decline  to  sustain  or 
overrule  the  case  of  Ryan  v.  The  New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  35 
N.  Y.  210,  and  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kerr,  62  Penn.  St.  353,  but 
considers  them  in  conflict  with  a  large  majority  of  decisions 
made  by  the  American  courts  in  similar  cases.' 

tinder  the  statutes  of  Iowa,  the  occupant  of  land  under  color 
of  title  is  the  owner  of  improvements  made  by  him  thereon  in 
good  faith.  Therefore,  in  an  action  for  the  destruction  of  such 
improvements  by  fire,  the  title  to  the  land  is  immaterial.'  And 
a  mother  may  recover  for  the  destruction  ot  clothing  furnished 
to  an  infant  daughter  living  with  her.* 

In  actions  at  common  law  for  damages  occasioned  bv  fire 
communicated  from  the  company's  engines,  the  gravamen  of  the 
action  is  negligence.*  This  may  be  proven  by  direct  or  by  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.*  Therefore,  where  the  defendant  has  given 
evidence  tending  to  repel  the  idea  that  sparks  from  the  engine 
would  have  flown  the  distance  from  the  road  as  that  of  a  build- 
ing destroj'ed,  and  on  account  of  which  the  action  was  brought, 


*  Grand  Trank  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Richard- 
son et  al.,  1  Otto,  454.  See  Hart  v. 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Met.  99:  In- 
£^rsoll  V.  Stockbridge  &  P.  R.  R.  Co., 
8  Allen,  438;  Perley  v.  Eastern  R.  R. 
Co.,  98  Mass.  414;  Hooksett  v.  Con- 
cord R.  R.  Co.,  38  N.  H.  242;  Pratt 
r.  Atlantic  &  St.  Lawrence  R.  R.  Co., 
42  Me.  579. 

«  Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Richard- 
son ei  al,  1  Otto,  454,  471, 472.  And 
see,  to  the  same  effect,  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Salmon,  39  N.  J.  299,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  226. 

•Milwankee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.  v. 
XfAXogfr,  4  Otto,  469, 17  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
309.    A  vendee  in  possession  under  a 


contract  of  sale  may  maintain  his  ac- 
tion for  such  injuries:  Rood  v,  N.  Y. 
&  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  Barb.  80;  Hays  v. 
Miller,  6  Hun,  320;  Miller  v.  Long 
Island  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Hun,  194. 

*  Burke  v.  Louisville  &  Nashville  R. 
R.  Co.,  7  Heisk.  451,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
497. 

'  Sheldon  v.  The  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  14  N.Y.  (4  Keman),    218. 

•Sheldon  v.  Hudson  River  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra;  Hoyt  v,  Jeffera,  30  Mich. 
181 ;  Kenney  v.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph 
R.  R.  Co.,  70  Mo.  243;  Smith  v,  Lon- 
don k  S.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  5  C. 
P.  98;  S.  C.  6  Id.  14;  Atchison,  To- 
pcka  &  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  Co.  v»  Bales, 
16  Eans.  252. 
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it  was  ruled  that  evidence  was  admissible  to  show  that  on  other 
occasions  sparks  were  thrown  from  the  company's  engines,  attlie 
same  place,  to  a  similar  distance.'  Though  negligence  may  not 
be  inferred,  yet  an  inference  that  the  engines  were  not  properly 
secured  against  the  escape  of  sparks  may  arise  from  proof  of 
the  distance  to  which  a  company's  engines  are  accustomed  to 
throw  their  sparks  ordinarily;  and  therefore  evidence  of  snch 
circumstance,  in  a  trial  for  damauje  done  by  fire  alleged  to  have 
been  communicated  from  an  engine  of  the  same  company,  is 
admissible.* 

But  it  being  lawful  to  propel  engines  by  fire,  and  possible  for 
sparks  to  escape  notwithstanding  tlie  utmost  safeguards,  negli- 
gence will  not  be  inferred  against  the  company,  in  New  York, 
from  the  simple  fact  of  communicating  fire  from  an  engine.*  In 
"Wisconsin,  however,  the  contrary  is  the  ruling,  and  it  is  there 
held  that  the  communication  of  fire  by  sparks  escaping  from  a 
passing  railroad  engine  is  presumptive  evidence  that  the  engine 
is  defective  in  respect  to  a. proper  spark-arrester,  or  of  some  de- 
fect in  the  proper  construction  or  use  of  the  same.*  Such  pre- 
sumption throws  upon  the  railroad  company  the  burden  of  proof 
to  show  that  the  engine  and  appliances  are  of  the  proper  kind, 
andin  good  condition  and  properly  used.* 


'Sheldon  r.  Hudson  River  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra;  Westfall  v.  Erie  Ry.  Co., 
5  Hun,  75;  Hpyt  r.  Jeffers,  supra. 
And  this,  too,  although  it  occurred  at 
another  place  than  the  one  in  ques- 
tion:   Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stranahan, 

79  Penn.  St.  405. 

» Sheldon  ».  The  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  14  N.  Y.  (4  Keman),  218, 224. 

•  Sheldon  v.  The  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  14  N.  Y.  (4  Keman),  218,  224; 
Burroughs  o.  The  Housatonic  R.  R. 
Co.,  15  Conn.  124;  Ruffner  v.  Cincin- 
nati, Hamilton  &  Dayton  R.  R.  Co., 
34  Ohio  St  96,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  1; 
ante,  p.  796. 

*Spaulding  r.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry 
Co.,  33  Wis.  582,  593;  Same  p.  same, 

80  Wis.  110.  And  it  is  so  held  in 
Missouri:  Fiteh  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
45  Mo.   324;    Bedford   v,    Hannibal 


&  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  46  Mo.  456; 
Clemens  p.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R. 
R.Co.,  53  Mo.  366,  12  Am.  Ry.  R^p. 
351 ;  Coale  r.  same,  60  Mo.  227;  Coates 
r.  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Ry.  Co., 
61  Mo.  38,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  60^  Ken- 
ney  r.  Hann.  &  St.  Jos.  R.  R.  Co., 
70  Mo.  252.  And  see  Burke  v.  Lou- 
isville &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Heisk. 
451,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  497;  Wood- 
son p.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co., 
21  Minn.  60,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  293. 
But  the  rule  is  different  in  New  Jer- 
sey, at  least  in  proceedings  by  indict- 
ment: Morris  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
State,  36  N.  J.  Law,  55.S,  12  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  470. 

*Spaulding  p.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  83  Wis.  582,  593;  Same  v.  same, 
30  Wis.  110;  Coates  p.  M.,  K.  &  T. 
Ry.  Co.,  Fitch   v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
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In  Maryjaiid,  railroads  are  held  liable  for  injuries  by  fire  es- 
caping from  their  engines,  only  when  the  corapatiy  are  charge- 
able in  that  respect  with  negligence.'  The  act  of  assembly  of 
1837  made  them  responsible  irrespective  of  negligence — abso- 
lutely.' In  1838  another  act  on  the  subject  was  passed,  declar- 
ing such  companies  liable  for  damages  by  tire,  until  proven  by 
them  not  to  have  been  occasioned  by  their  negligence.  The 
ruling  in  that  state  upon  these  statutes  is  that  the  last  act  re- 
pealed the  absolute  liability  force  of  the  former,  and  restored 
the  liability  to  the  principles  of  the  common  law — for  negligence 
only — but  transferred  the  burden  of  proof  to  the  defendant' 

So  in  Delaware,  if  proper  appliances  be  adopted  and  used, 
the  company  are  only  liable  for  lire  escaping  from  their  engines 
when  occasioned  by  want  of  care.* 

To  allow  accumulations  of  dry  grass  and  other  material  on 
railroad  grounds  is  not  negligence  per  se^  in  Nebraska,  but  is 
proper  evidence  for  the  consideration  of  the  jury.*  Nor  is  it  con- 
tributory negligence  for  the  land  owner  to  neglect  to  plough  along 
next  to  the  railroad  in  his  field,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  firu.* 
And  where  tire  from  the  engine  passed  unbroken  over  a  space  of 
half  a  mile  across  fields,  and  then  did  an  injury,  the  injury  so 
done  at  that  distant  point  was  held  not  to  be  remote,  but  that 
the  company  were  liable.' 

An  agreement  to  build  and  deliver  to  a  railroad  company  cer- 
tain railroad  ciirs,  the  builder  to  furnish  all  materials  except 
the  boxes,  which  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  company,  and  the 
cost  thereof  to  be  deducted  from  the  price  agreed  on  for  the  cars, 


Clemens  9.  H.  &  St.  J.  R.  R.  Co., 
Bedford  v.  same,  Coale  v,  same,  Ken- 
ney  v,  same,  supra.  It  is  not  enough 
to  show  that  the  engine  was  operated 
in  the  castoniary  manner,  without 
showing  that  to  be  a  careful  manner: 
Woodson  V.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  su- 
pra, 

'  Bait.  &  Susq.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wood- 
ruff, 4  Md.  242. 

«  Bait  &  Susq.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wood- 
ruff, supra. 

•Bait.  &  Susq.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Wood- 
ruff, supra;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Dorsey,  37  Md.  19;  Annapolis  &  Elk- 


ridge  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Gantt,  39  Md.  115; 
Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Shipley,  Id, 
251. 

*Jefferi8  p.  Phil.,  Wil.  &  Bait.  R. 
R.  Co.,  3  Houston,  447. 

'Burlington  &  Mo.  R.  R.  in  Ne- 
braska t>.  Westover,  4  Neb.  268. 

"Burlington  &  Mo.  R.  R.  in  Neb. 
V.  Westover,  4  Neb.  268;  Snyder  v. 
Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis  Ry. 
Co.,  11  W.  Va.  14,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
154. 

^  Burlington  &  Mo.  R.  R.  in  Neb. 
V.  Westover,  4  Neb.  268. 


806 


THE   LAW    OF   EAILWAY8. 


i8  in  legal  effect  a  contract  to  sell  so  many  cars  to  the  company;' 
and  the  title  to  them  remains  in  the  builder  until  completed  and 
delivered.'  If,  before  completion  and  delivery,  they  be  accident- 
ally destroyed  by  fire  without  the  fault  of  the  company,  it  ib  the 
builder's  loss.'  Such,  too,  is  the  case  although  the  completion 
and  delivery  be  delayed  by  reason  of  delay  of  the  company  in 
furnishing  the  boxes.* 

To  carelessly  cut  a  fireman's  hose,  by  running  over  it  whilst 
being  used  to  play  upon  a  burning  building,  by  reason  of  which 
the  building  is  entirely  consumed,  is  actionable  as  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of  the  injury,  and  the  company  are  liable  therefor.* 
But  damages  caused  by  the  spread  of  the  fire  to  other  property, 
as  the  supposed  result  of  such  injury,  are  too  remote  to  bear  an 
action .' 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  defense  to  an  action  for  loss  occasioned 
by  fire  growing  out  of  the  negligence  of  the  company,  that  the 
property  destroyed  was  insured:  or  even,  if  insured,  that  the 
insurance  has  been  paid.  If  paid  to  the  insured,  and  he  also  re- 
cover and  collect  damages  for  the  same  loss  from  the  compa- 
ny, he  thereby  becomes  a  trustee  for  the  insurance  company  for 
the  amount  so  paid  by  it,  not  to  exceed  the  amount  of  recovery 
from  the  railroad  company,  and  is  bound  to  repay  the  same  to 
the  insurance  company.' 

To  our  mind  the' American  cases  clearly  recognize  seven  classes 
of  cases  settled  by  authorities  in  regard  to  damages  by  fire  com- 
municated from  engines  of  railroad  corporations,  each  of  which 
are  to  be  regarded  as  conti'olling,  and  as  a  rule  of  decision, 
within  their  own  respective  judicial  spheres. 


'  McConihe  r.  New  York  k  Erie  R. 
R.  Co.,  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith  j,  495. 

» McConibe  v.  New  Yo.k  &  Erie  R. 
R.  Co..,  supra, 

» McConihe  r.  New  York  &  Erie  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra. 

♦McConihe  v.  New  York  &  Erie  \l. 
R.  Co.,  supra. 

*  Metallic  Comp.  Casting  Co.  v.  Tlie 
Fitchbiirg  R.  R.  Co.,  109  Mass.  277; 
Hyde  Park  r.  Gay,  120  Mass.  589;  At- 
kinson V.  Newcastle  &  G.  W.  W.  Co., 
Law  Rep.  6  Exch.  404. 

•  Mott  V,  The  Hudson  River    R.  R. 


Co.,  1  Robertson  (N.  Y.  S.  Ct),  585; 
Same  v.  Same.  8  Bosw.  {N.  Y.),  315. 
But  see  M.  C.  C.  Co.  v.  Fitchburg  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra;  Atkinson  p.  N.  &  G. 
W.  \V.  Co.,  supra. 

'  Weber  v.  The  Morris  &  Essex  R. 
R.  Co.,  35  N.  J.  (6  Vroom),  409;  Web- 
er V.  The  Morris  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co., 
36  N.  J.  (7  Vroom),  213;  Monmouth 
Co.  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.  r.  Hutchinson, 
6  C.  E.  Green,  107;  Hart  v.  Western 
R.  R.  Co.,  13  Met.  99;  Collins  v.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Hun,  503; 
Briggs  r.  Same,  72  N.  Y.  26. 
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1.  Tliat  except  where  altered  by  express  statutory  enactment, 
there  prevails,  everywhere  in  tiie  American  courts,  the  well 
known  common  law  rule,  that  one  is  not  liable  for  the  conse- 
quences to  others  of  a  prudent  and  lawful  use  of  tire  upon  his 
own  premises,  if  without  fault  or  iie<2;ligence  on  his  part,  althougli 
it  escape,  if  without  his  fault,  to  that  of  bis  neighbor,  and  do  him 
an  injury  there.* 

2.  That  one  is  liable  for  an  injury  that  occurs  to  another  by  an 
imprudent  or  unlawful  use  of  lire  on  his  own  premises;  or  if 
properly  used  there,  tlien  for  negligently  suffering  it  to  escape  to 
the  premises  of  another,  whereby  a  damage  is  done  to  the  owner 
thereof.* 

3.  But  to  sustain  an  action  in  such  cases,  the  injury  must  bo 
the  direct  and  proximate  result  of,  solely  the  act  complained  of; 
or,  in  other  terms,  the  act  complained  of  must  alone  have  been 
the  direct,  pix>ximate  and  sole  cause  of  tb^  injury  and  damage 
sustained,  and  not  merely  remotely  so.' 

4.  That  the  cause  of  the  injury  is  proximate,  and  the  4&mage 
is  the  proximate  result  thereof,  so  long  as  the  iire  is  continuous 
in  its  progress  and  ravages,  by  an  unbroken  chain  or  connection.* 

5.  That  the  cause  of  tlie  injury  is  but  remote,  and  the  damage 
is  but  the  remote  result  thereof,  as  to  all  the  ravages  of  the  tire 
caused  by  a  re-kindling  thereof,  or  communication  of  it  anew, 


'  Burroughs  and  another  v.  Housa- 
tonic  B.  R.  Co.,  15  Conn.  124;  Slat- 
ten  V.  DesMoines  Valley  R.  R.  Co., 
29  Iowa,  148;  Gandy  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W. 
R.  R.  Co.,  30*  Iowa,  420;  Bedford  o. 
Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  R.  R.  Co.,  46  Mo. 
456;  Fhila.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Yeiser,  8  Penn.  St.  366;  and  other 
anthorities,  ante,  p.  788. 

«  Hays  p.  Miller,  6  Hun,  320;  Eewey 
9.  Nourse,  54  Me.  256;  Pittfiburgh, 
Cin.  &  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  v.  Culver,  60 
Ind.  469;  Read  t;.  Morse,  34  Wis.  315; 
Pilliter  v.  Phippard,  11  Q.  B.  347. 

*  Morrison  v.  Davis,  '20  Penn.  St. 
171;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kerr,  62  Penn. 
St.  353;  Same  Case,  1  Am.  R.  431 ;  Ry- 
an V.  N.  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  35  N. 
Y.  210;  Kellogg  v,  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  26  Wis.   223;  Same  Case,  7  Am. 


R.  69;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Pindar,  53  111.  447;  Same 
Case,  5  Am.  R.  57;  post,  subdn.  3. 

*  Oil  Creek  &  Allegheny  River  Ry. 
Co.  o.  Keighron,  74  Penn.  St.  316;  S. 
C.  6  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  192;  Penn.  R.  R. 
Co.  p.  Hope,  80  Penn.  St  373;  Penn. 
&  N.  Y.  Canal  &  R.  R.  Co.  v,  La- 
cey,  89  Id,  458;  Kuhn  v.  Jewett,  5 
Stew.  (N.  J.),  647;  Kellogg  v.  Mil- 
waukee &  St  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  5  Dill. 
537;  White  v.  Col.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
Id.  428;  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa 
Fe  R.  R.  Co.  P.  Bales,  16  Kans.  252; 
Hoyt  r.  Jeffers,  30  Mich.  181;  Poep- 
pers  p.  Mo.,  Kans.  &  Tex.  Ry.  Co., 
67  Mo.  715;  Smith  v.  London  &  S.  W. 
Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  5  C.  P.  98;  S.  C.  6 
Id,  14. 
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from  and  bejoud  where  there  occurs  an  open  break  in  the  burn- 
ing, or  chain  of  its  continuity.  That  in  such  latter  case  the  first 
fire,  and  not  the  original  negligence  of  the  party  setting  it  out, 
is  the  cause  of  the  latter,  and  of  the  injury  done  thereby;  and 
that  therefore  the  original  setting  out  and  the  latter  injury  arc, 
in  their  relations  to  each  other,  remote,  and  no  liability  exists.* 
*6.  Under  the  statute  ii>  Massachusetts,  the  rule  of  liability  as 
settled  in  the 'courts  of  that  state  is,  that  railroad  corporations 
are  absolutely  liable  for  all  damages  caused  by  fire  communica- 
ted from  their  engines,  irrespective  of  the  question  of  negligence." 

7.  That  by  statute  in  some  others  of  the  states,  where  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  company  is  j'ct  an  ingredient  of  liability,  the  in- 
jury is  made  to  be  presumptive  evidence  of  negligence,  and  the 
burden  is  shifted  onto  the  railroad  companies,  defendants,  to  neg- 
ative the  same  by  proof  of  proper  care.' 

The  case  cited  fi*om  103  Massachusetts  is  one  in  which  the  fire 


*  Do^rgrett  v.  Richmond  AD.  R.  R. 
Co.,  78  N.  Car.  305;  S.  C.  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  193;  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Kellogrg,  4  Otto,  469, 17  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  309.  And  a  finding  by  the  jury 
that  fire  was  communicated  to  defend- 
ant's elevator  by  their  neg-h'gence,  and 
that  the  burning  of  plaintlfi**8  mill  was 
the  unavoidable  consequence  of  the 
burning  of  the  elevator,  amounts  to  a 
finding  that  no  independent  cause  in- 
tervened: R.  R.  Co.  r.  Kellogg,  supra. 
The  measure  of  damages  is  the  value 
of  the  property  destroyed  at  the  time 
and  place  of  its  destruction;  not  the 
cost  of  replacing  it:  Donald  v.  St. 
Louis,  Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry. 
Co.,  44  la.  1  »7;  Atchison,  Topeka  & 
San'a  Fe  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stanford,  12 
Kans.  354;  Burke  ».  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville R.  R.  Co.,  7  Heisk.  451,  12  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  497;  or  where  trees  are  de- 
stroyed, the  difference  between  their 
value  before  and  after  the  fire:  Atkin- 
son V.  The  Atlantic  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
63  Mo.  367;  S.  C.  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
442;  Bevier  r.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal 
Co.,  13  Hun,  254.    Interest  is  not  al- 


lowable under  the  Missouri  statutes: 
Kenney  t>.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R. 
R.  Co.,  63  Mo.  99,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
275;  Atkinson  v.  A.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co., 
9upra. 

« Hart  r.  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  1  ^ 
Met.  99;  Quigley  r.  Stockbridge  & 
PittsfieldR.  R.  Co.,  8  Allen,  438,  440; 
Ingersoll  r.  Stockbridge  &  Pittsfield 
R.  R.  Co.,  8  Allen,  4:J8;  Perley  r. 
Ea.stem  R.  R.  Co..  9i  Mass.  414;  Saf- 
foi-d  V.  Boston  &  Main^  R.  R.  Co.,  108 
Mass.  583.  In  the  case  of  Perley  r. 
E.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra^  the  fire  was  con- 
tinuous across  fields  of  grass,  barning 
all  the  way  to  the  principtil  place  of 
mischief;  but  the  liability  was  not  put 
upon  such  continuity  of  burning,  but 
principally  upon  the  absolute  charac- 
ter of  the  Massachusetts  statute. 

'  Annapolis  &  Elkridge  R.  R.  Co. 
t.  Gantt,  39  Md.  115;  Bait.  &  OhioR. 
R.  Co.  t?.  Shipley,  Id.  251;  Cleaveland 
r.  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  42  Vt.  449; 
Pittsburgh,  Cin.  &  St.  I/)uis  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Campbell,  86  111.  443;  Small  v,  Chi., 
Rock  Island  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  50  la. 
338. 
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was  commnnicated  from  defendant's  engine  to  some  wood  and 
ties  belonging  to  defendant,  and  situated  near  to  defendant's 
freight  bouse.'  The  fire  thence  communicated  to  the  freight 
house  and  station  house,  and  there  being  a  high  wind,  the  lire 
tlience  passed  on  and  communicated  to  a  dwelling-house,  some 
fifteen  hundred  feet  distant  from  where  it  originated,  and  de- 
stroyed the  house  and  some  other  buildings.  The  court  held 
the  company  liable  under  the  Massachusetts  statute.  The  ques- 
tion of  negligence  was  not  involved,  either  in  the  pleadings  or 
evidence,  but  the  liability  was  claimed  solely  upon  the  statute. 
The  Court,  Chapman,  J.,  said:  "We  can  not  distinguish  this 
case  from  Ilart  v.  Western  Itailroad  Company,  13  Met.  99,  and 
Perley  v.  TJie  Eastern  Kailroad  Company,  98  Mass.  414."  In 
Perley  v.  The  Eastern  liailroad  Company,  the  tire  spread  across 
fields,  without  break  therein,  a  half  mile  or  more,  and  the  court 
held,  under  the  Massachusetts  statute,  that  the  company  was  lia- 
ble, unless  the  mischief  was  contributed  to  by  efforts  made  to 
stop  the  fire  by  tiring  against  it,  which  latter  question  was  re- 
ferred to  the  jury,  with  the  rest  of  the  case,  and  the  jury  found 
a  verdict  for  plaintifll 

2.  Liability  by  Btatate. — In  some  of  the  American  states 
the  statute  imposes  absolute  liability  upon  railroad  corpora- 
tions for  damages  caused  by  fire  communicated  from  their  en- 
gines, irrespective  ot'  the  question  of  defendant's  negligence.* 
In  others,  proof  of  such  communication  of  fire  from  passing 
engines  is  made  prima  facie  evidence  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  com])any.'  Thus  making  negligence,  as  at  the  com- 
mon law,  the  basis  of  a  recovery,  but  at  the  same  time  exempt- 
ing the  plaintiff  from  the  necessity  of  proving  it;  thereby  throw- 
ing upon  the  defendant^  the  burden  of  negativing  the  existence 
thereof. 


Uowa  Code  of  1873,  Sec.  12^9. 
Hart  V.  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Met. 
99;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  414;  Ly- 
majQ  V.  Boston  k  Worcester  R.  R. 
Co.,  4  Cosh.  288;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  W. 
Cas.  581;  TngersoU  v,  Stockbridge  & 
Pittafield  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Allen,  438,  440; 
Perley  v.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  98 
MaAs.  414;  Safiford  v.  Boston  &  Maine 
R.  R.  Co.,  103  Mass.  583. 


'  Gilbert's  111.  Railway  Law,  Sec. 
331;  Rev.  Stat.  111.  1874,  chap.  114, 
sec.  78,  p.  814;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co. 
V.  McCahill,  56  111.  28;  Pittsburgh.  Cin- 
cinnati k  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  r.  Camp- 
bell. 86  111.  443;  Small  ».  C,  R.  I.  & 
P.  Ry.  Co.,  50  la.  338;  Slosson  v.  Bur- 
lington, Cedar  Rapids  k  Northern  R. 
R.  Co.,  51  la.  294;  Libby  v.  C,  R.  I. 
&  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  52  la.  92. 
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Before  the  enactment  of  this  statute  in  Illinois,  tlie  rule,  as  laid 
down  in  the  conrts  of  that  state,  as  to  the  liability  of  raih-oad 
companies  in  such  cases,  was  the  same  as  at  common  law,  a 
mere  question  of  fault  or  of  ne<!:ligence;  and  the  burden  of 
proof  rested  upon  the  plaintiff.*  So  it  was  in  Iowa  previous  to 
the  statute  of  1873,  cited  above  from  the  code  of  that  state.' 

Under  a  statute  of  Massachusetts,  providing  that  "  when  any 
injury  is  done  to  a  building  or  other  property  of  any  person  or 
corporation,  by  fire  communicated  by  a  locomotive  engine  of 
any  railroad  corporation,  the  said  railroad  corporation  shall  be 
held  responsible  in  damages  to  the  person  or  corporation  so  in- 
jured," it  is  hold^n  that  such  liability  is  not  confined  to  injuries 
occasioned  by  direct  communications  of  fire  from  the  locomotive 
to  such  property,  but  exists,  under  a  fair  construction  of  the 
statute,  in  relation  to  other  property  to  which  the  fire  may  be 
transmitted  by  ordinary  means,  from  the  house  or  property  to 
which  it  is  first  communicated.  The  court  say:  "  In  the  present 
case,  the  tire  was  transmitted,  by  ordinary  and  natural  means, 
from  the  shop  first  touched  by  sparks  from  the  engine,  to  the 
plaintiff' 's  dwelling-house,  immediately  across  a  street  not  very 
wide.  The  building  burnt  was,  then,  near  the  route  of  tlie  rail- 
way. Under  these  circumstances,  the  court  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  plaintiff's  house  was  injured  by  fire  communicated  by  the 
locomotive  engine  of  the  defendants,  within  the  true  meaning 
of  this  statute.'' ' 

In  such  case  the  liability  of  the  railroad  company  is,  in  legal 
effect,  if  the  property  be  insured,  first  as  principal,  and  that 
of  the  insurance  company  secondary;  not,  however,  in  order  of 
time,  but  in  order  of  ultimate  liability.  "The  assured  may 
first  apply  to  whichever  of  these  parties  he  pleases;  to  the  rail- 


» Ills.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mills,  42 
111.  407;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Quaintance,  58  111.  389;  Toledo,  Wa- 
bash &  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  Lannon, 
67  111.  68;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Pennell,  94  111.  448. 

*  Hanlon  v.  Ingram,  3  la.  81;  Gan- 
dy  V.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co  ,  30  la. 
420;  Jackson  r.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  31  Iowa,  176;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  120. 

»  Hart  V.  The  Western  R.  R.  Co., 


13  Met.  99;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  W.  Cas. 
414;  Ingrersoll  p.  Stockbridpre  &  Pitts- 
field  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Allen,  4:38;  Perley 
V.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  414; 
Safford  i».  Boston  &  Me.  R.  R.  Co., 
103  Mass.  583.  And  see  Grand  Trunk 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Richardson,  91  U.  S.  454; 
Pratt  V.  Atlantic  &  St.  Lawrence  R. 
R.  Co.,  42  Me.  579;  Hooksett  v.  Con- 
cord R.  R.  Co.,  38  N.  H.  242. 
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road  company,  by  his  right  at  law,  or  to  the  insurance  company, 
in  virtue  of  his  contract."  But  if  he  resorts  first  to  the  railroad 
company,  and  recovers  of  it,  the  amount  received,  if  less  than  his 
whole  loss,  is  to  be  deducted  from  his  claim  on  the  insurers, 
which  is  then  only  for  the  balance.  It  follows,  therefore,  tliat 
if  he  first  proceed  against  the  insurance  com  any,  and  recover 
his  whole  loss,  he  then  holds  the  claim  against  the  railroad 
company  in  trust  for  the  insurers,  and  by  necessary  implication 
there  is  an  equitable  assignment  to  the  insurers  of  the  right  to 
recover  as  against  the  railroad  company,  and  by  indemnifying 
the  assured  against  the  expense  thereof,  they  may  prosecute 
suit  in  his  name  against  the  railroad  company  for  the  loss^ 
for  the  benefit  of  the  insurers,  and  the  assured  can  not  release 
the  same.* 

As  a  means  for  indemnity  for  the  liability  thus  imposed  upon 
railroad  companies,  the  statute  confers  upon  such  companies 
an  insurable  interest  in  the  property  for  which  it  may  be  so  held 
responsible  in  damages,  situated  along  its  route,  and  allows 
such  companies  to  procure  insurance  tliereon  in  its  own  behalf.^ 
It  is  held,  in  the  courts  of  that  state,  that  this  statute  is  not  of 
a  penal  nature,  but  is  purely  remedial,  and  is  to  be  interpreted 
liberally  to  secure  indemnity  to  parties  injured  by  those  who 
reap  advantage  by  the  use  of  dangerous  modes  of  locomotion.' 
It  is  also  held,  that  in  cases  arising  under  that  statute  the  de- 
fendant is  liable  irrespective  of  negligence  or  want  of  care;  but 
that  if  the  plaintiff  be  guilty  of  contributory  negligence  he  can 
not  recover.*  Moreover,  that  where  the  facts  are  undisputed, 
and  taken  together  show  a  clear  case  of  negligence  of  the  plaint- 
iff, the  court  is  bound  to  instruct  the  jury  that,  having  the  bur- 


>  Hart  V,  The  Western  R.  R.  Co., 
13  Met.  99;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  W.  Ca^j. 
414;  Grade  v.  N.  York  Ins.  Co.,  8 
Johns.  245.  See  Conn.  Fire  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  73  N.  T.  399;  S. 
C.  10  Hu.»,  59. 

«Stat.  1840,  C.  a5,  §  1,  and  General 
SUts.  1863,  C.  63,  §  101;  Ross  v,  Boston 
&  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Allen,  87. 

•Lyman  v,  Bo8tx>n  &  Worcester  R. 
R.  Co.,  4  Cash.  288;  Hart  v.  Western 
R.  R.  Co.,  13  Met.  99;  Ross  «.  Boston  & 


Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Allen,  87,  90; 
IngersoU  v  Stockbndge  &  Pittsfield  R. 
R.  Co.,  8  Allen,  438;  Trask  r.  Hartford 
&  New  Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Gray, 
71;  Perley  r.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  98 
Mass.  414.  And  see  Pratt  v.  A.  & 
St.  L.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra, 

*  Ross  V,  Boston  &  Worcester  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Allen,  87;  Grand  Trunk  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Richardson,  91  U.  S.  454.  But 
see  RoweU  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  57  N.  H.  132. 
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den  of  proof  on  himself  to  show  due  and  reasonable  care,  he  can 
not  recover.* 

And  hj  statute  in  Massachusetts  it  is  further  provided, 
that  no  locomotive  engine  or  other  motive  power  shall  be 
allowed  to  run  upon  a  railroad  constructed  by  autliority,  of  that 
state,  except  such  as  is  owned  and  controlled  bj  the  corporation 
owning  and  managing  the  road,  Unless  with  the  consent  of  the 
corporation."  By  the  same  statute,  railroad  corporations  whose 
roads  connect  with  each  other  are  empowered  to  contract  that 
each  shall  perform  all  the  transportation  of  persons  and  freight 
upon  and  over  the  road  of  the  other,  subject  to  the  liability,  how- 
ever, of  the  company  owning  the  road,  for  all  damages  done  or 
injury  sustained  thereon,  to  the  same  extent  as  if  such  damage  or 
injury  occurred  in  the  use  of  the  road  by  the  company  owning 
the  road.  Under  that  statute  the  owners  are  held  liable  for  inju- 
ries committed  bv  the  lessees  of  the  road.' 

And  it  does  not  matter  whether  the  land  itself  is  granted,  or 
the  mere  right  of  way;  nor  that  the  company  hold  under  an 
actual  grant,  or  by  assessment  under  the  statute.  In  either  case 
the  statute  is  equally  applicable,  and  the  liability  in  Massachusetts 
is  absolute.*  But  in  Pennsylvania  an  assessment  for  the  right  of 
way  and  payment  of  the  damages  assessed  covers  the  probable  in- 
jury resulting,  without  negligence  or  malice,  from  sparks  or  fire 
communicated  from  the  companies'  locomotive  engines  to  the 
property  of  the  adjacent  land  owner;  and  proot  of  such  assessment 
and  payment  may  be  made  in  defense  of  an  action  for  damages 
caused  by  fire  thus  communicated,  in  an  action  by  the  landowner 
against  the  company.'     And  so,  in  the  latter  state,  in  case  the 


'  Ross  V.  Boston  &  Worcester  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Allen,  87. 

'Ingersoll  p.  Stockbridge  &  Pitts- 
field  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Allen,  438. 

'IngersoU  v.  Stockbridfire  &  Pitts- 
field  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Allen,  4;38;  Daniels 
r.  Hart,  118  Mass.  543;  Davis  v.  Prov- 
idence &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  121 
Mass.  134.  And  see  Bean  v,  Atlantic 
&  St.  Lawrence  R.  R.  Co.,  63  Me.  293. 
The  lessees,  or  trustees  so  working  the 
roivd,  if  bondholders,  are  also  lia^tle: 
Daniels  v.  Hart,  and  Davis  v,  P.  &  W. 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 


*  Lyman  v.  Boston  &  Worcester  R. 
R.  Co.,  4  Cush.  288;  S.  C.  1  Am  R. 
W.  Cas.  581;  Saffnrd  v.  The  Boston  & 
Maine  R,  R.  Co.,  103  Mass.  583;  Pierce 
V.  Worcester  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  105 
Mass.  199. 

*  Philadelphia  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Yeiser,  8  Penn.  St.  R.  366;  S.  C.  2 
Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  325;  Wilmington  & 
R.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Stauffer,  60  Id.  374. 
And  see  Proprs.  of  Locks  &  Canals  v. 
Nashua  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Cush. 
392;  In  re  Utica,  C.  &  S.V.  R.  R.  Co., 
56  Barb.  456;    Somerville  &  Easton 
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landowner  intrndes  npon  the  ground  so  taken  and  paid  for,  by 
making  erections  thereon,  and  Jbhe  erections  be  burned  by  fire 
commanicated  from  passing  engines,  without  wantonness  on  the 
part  of  the  company,  no  recovery  can  be  had  therefor.  Proof 
of  such  intrusions  and  erections  is  proper,  as  tending  to  show 
contribntive  negligence  on  the  part  of  tlie  injured   party.* 

Under  the  statute  of  Maine  of  1842,  Ch.  9,  Sec.  5,  which  pro- 
vides that  "  when  any  injury  is  done  to  a  building  or  other  prop- 
erty of  any  person  or  corporation,  by  fire  communicated  by  a  lo- 
comotive engine  of  any  railroad  corporation,  the  said  corporation 
shall  be  held  re8ponsil)le  in  damages  to  the  person  or  corporation 
BO  injured,'' and  gives  to  railroad  corporations  an  insurable  right 
or  interest  in  property  along  their  routes,  it  is  held  by  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  that  state  that  such  liability  does  not  extend  to 
loose  property  along  the  route  of  a  railroad,  temporarily  there,  not 
in  the  nature  of  it  and  of  the  circumstances  insurable  articles  in 
such  temporary  location,  and  movable  in  character;^  and  that 
therefore  for  cedar  posts  deposited  temporarily  along  or  near 
the  line  of  a  railroad,  and  there  destroyed  by  fire  from  the 
company's  engine,  the  company  were  not  responsible.'  But 
by  the  construction  of  the  Maine  courts,  said  statute  includes 
growing  trees  and  timber  standing  in  proximity  to  the  rail- 
roads.* The  term  property^  in  said  act  of  assembly,  includes 
both  real  and  personal  estate;*  and  insurance  may  be  eflVjcted 
on  either,  and  when  a  subject  of  insurance,  the  statute  liability 
applies  thereto."    The  term  "  along  the  route  "  is  construed  to 


R.  R.  Co.  V,  Donghty,  2  Zab.  495; 
Hatch  V.  Cin.  &  Ind.  R.  R.  C!o.,  18 
Ohio  St  124;  Colvill  v,  St.  Paul  & 
Chi.  Ry.  Co.,  19  Minn.  283.  But 
see  controt  Sunbui7  &  E.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hummell,  27  Penn.  St.  99;  Lehigh 
Valley  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Lazarus,  28  Id. 
203;  Patten  v.  Northern  Cent.  Ry. 
Co.,  33  Id.  426. 

>  Philadelphia  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co. 
9,  Yeiaer,  8  Penn.  St.  R.  366. 

'  Pratt  V,  Atlantic  &  St.  Lawrence 
R.  R.  Co.,  42  Maine,  579;  Chapman 
t.  Atlantic  &  St.  Lawrence  R.  R.  Co., 
37  Maine,  92.  But  see  Ross  v,  Boston 
&  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.-,  6  Allen,  87. 
The   remedy    for  loss  as  to  movable 


property  rests  on  a  common  law  basis, 
and  involves  the  question  of  negli- 
gence of  the  respective  parties:  37 
Maine,  92. 

*  Pratt  r.  Atlantic  &  St.  Lawrence 
R.  R.  Co.,  42  Maine,  579. 

*  Pratt  V.  Atlantic  &  St.  Lawrence 
R.  R.  Co.,  42  Maine,  579;  Ross  r. 
Boston  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Al- 
len, 87. 

*  Pratt  V.  Atlantic  &  St.  Lawrence 
R.  R.  Co.,  42  Maine,  579. 

*  Pratt  V.  Atlantic  &  St.  Lawrence 
R.  R.  Co.,  42  Maine,  579.  And  so  in 
Mass  :  Hart  v.  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  13 
Met.  99. 
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include  property  witliin  such  distance  of  the  road  as  to  expose 
it  to  danger  from  lire  communicated  from  the  engines.* 

If  one  holding  the  actual  legal  title  to  property,  though  in  fact 
as  security  for  a  debt,  and  subject  to  be  conveyed  to  the  debtor 
upon  satisfaction  of  the  debt,  be  insured  thereon  against  loss  by 
fire  communicated  from  locombtivesof  a  railroad,  and  a  building 
on  such  property  be  burned  within  the  terms  of  the  policy,  he 
may  recover  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  loss,  to  tlie  extent  of 
his  assurance,  and  is  not  restricted  to  simply  the  amount  of  his 
debt  The  only  right  of  recovery  is  in  him."  If  he  recovers 
more  than  the  amount  of  his  debt,  that  is  a  matter  betwixt  him 
and  his  debtor.*  And  if  the  assured  assign  his  right  of  action 
against  the  railroad  company  to  the  insurance  company,  on  re- 
ception of  the  amount  due  him  from  it,  the  insurance  company 
or  their  agent  may  recover  the  same  of  the  railroad  company.* 
So  if  the  assured,  in  such  case,  collect  of  the  insurance  company 
only  the  amount  of  his  debt  for  which  he  held  the  property,  and 
yet  assign  to  the  insurance  company  his  whole  claim  for  dam- 
ages against  the  railroad  company,  with  an  agreement  on  its  part 
to  pay  over  to  the  assured  whatever  sum  is  recovered  from  the 
railroad  company  in  excess  of  such  debt,  it  will  be  legal,  and  a 
recovery  may  be  had  for  the  whole  loss.* 

3.  The  fault  or  negligence  mast  be  the  proximate  caaae. — ^To 
justify  a  recovery,  however,  at  common  law,  against  a  railroad 
company  for  loss  by  fire,  it  is  not  enough  that  there  be  negli- 
gence or  want  of  care,  as  hereinbefore  stated  to  be  necessary  to 
create  liability,  but  such  negligence  or  improper  conduct  of  the 
company  must  be  the  proximate,  and  not  remote,  cause  of  the 
injury.     On  this  point  all  the  authorities  are  agreed.'     But  as 


» Pratt  r.  A.  &  St.  L.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 

*  Bean  v.  The  Atlantic  &  St.  Iaw- 
rence  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Maine,  82. 

'  Bean  v.  The  Atlantic  &  St.  Law- 
rence R.  R.  Co.,  58  Maine,  82. 

*  Bean  v.  The  Atlantic  &  St.  Law- 
rence R.  R.  Co.,  58  Maine,  82. 

'^  Bean  v.  The  Atlantic  &  St.  Law- 
rence R.  R.  Co.,  58  Maine,  82.  Under 
the  Kansas  Statute  (Genl.  Stat.,  Ch. 
118,  Sec.  2),  negligence  of  the  com- 
pany is  necessary  to  sustain  the  action : 


Missouri,  Kana.  &  Tex.  Ry.  Co.    i>. 
Davidson,  14  Kan.  349. 

•Morrison  r.  Davis,  20  Penn.  St. 
171;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kerr.  62  Penn. 
St.  353;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  431;  Ryan  c. 
New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  a5  N.  Y. 
210;  Kellogg  v.  The  Chi.  &  N.W.  Ry. 
Co.,  26  Wis.  223;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  69; 
Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Pindar,  53  111.  447;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R. 
57;  Doggett  p.  Richmond  &  Danville 
R.  R.  Co.,  78  N.  Car.  305,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  193. 
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to  what  canses  are  proximate  and  what  ones  are  remote,  or  rather, 
as  to  when  the  alleged  cause  is /to  be  considered  as  proximate, 
and  when  remote,  is  a  point  not  so  easily  settled,  and  about 
which  there  is  a  diversity  of  decisions. 

Some  of  the  authorities  hold  that  the  cause  must  be  direct;  that 
is,  that  the  fire  must  be  communicated  in  the  first  instance  from 
the  company's  grounds,  engines  or  works,  to  the  properly  for  the 
destruction  of  which  the  action  is  brought;  and  that  it  is  not 
suflScient  to  charge  the  companj'  that  it  be  communitated  to  one 
piece  of  property,  or  building,  and  from  that  to  another,  to  enable 
the  owner  of  such  other  to  recover  against  the  company  for  the 
destruction  thereof/  Irrespective  of  any  views  of  our  own  as 
to  which  is  the  more  reasonable  view  of  the  question,  these  re- 
spective decisions,  until  a  different  ruling  be  had  therein,  must 
be  regarded  as  of  equal  authority  in  the  respective  states  where- 
in they  have  been  made;  and  the  courts  of  other  states  will  be 
left  to  their  own  guidance,  or  to  choose,  as  they  may  prefer,  to 
follow  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  rulings  herein  referred  to. 

Others  of  the  authorities,  of  equal  respectability,  but  under 
certain  statutes,  maintain  that  the  cause  is  proximate,  in  a  stat- 
utory point  of  view,  when  the  origin  of  the  fire  is  traceable  to 
the  negligence  or  wrong  act  of  the  company,  whether  the  fire  be 
directly  in  the  first  instance  communicated  to  the  property  de- 
stroyed, or  be  communicated  to  the  latter  from  other  burning 
property  so  set  on  fire  by  the  negligence  of  the  company;  and 
going  still  further,  assert  the  liability  to  follow  the  continuation 
of  tlie  fire  from  the  first,  not  only  to  the  second,  but  thence  on 
to  the  third,  lourth,  or  othe'r  still  more  distant  buildings  or  prop- 
erty reached  and  destroyed  in  its  progress  by  the  fire  so  in  the 
first  instance  communicated,  from  the  engines  or  other  property 
of  the  company;'  and  this,  too,  irrespective  of  possible,  not  to 

« Morrison  r.  Davis  &  Co..  20  Penn.  Co.,  32  N.  Y.  839;  Ryan  r.  The  New 

St.  (8  Harris),  171 ;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  35  N.  Y.  210;  1 

Kerr,  62  Penn.  St.  :353;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  Red.  R.  W.  Gas  341;  Webb  v.  Rome, 

4^31;  Oil  Creek  &  Allegheny  River  Ry.  W.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Lans'ng  (N. 

Co.  V.  Keigbron,  74  Penn.  St.  316,  6  Y.),  453. 

Am.   Ry.   Rep.  192;    Hoag  r.   Lake         'Hart  v.  Western    R.  R.   Co.,  13 

Fhore  &  Mich.  Souther.)  R.  R.  Co.,  85  Met.  99;  Ross  v.  The  Boston  &  Wor- 

Penn.  St.  293,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  405;  cester  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Allen,  87;  Inpersoll 

Harrison  v.  Berkley,  1  Strob.  (S.  C),  v.  Stockbridge  &  Pittsfield  R.  R.  Co., 
548;  Field  v.  New  York  Central  R.  R.   •  S  Allen,  438;  Perley  v.  The  Eastern  R 
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say  probable,  intervening  causes  of  the  further  progress  of  the 
fire  to  other  property  from  that  to  whicli  it  is  at  first  commuTii- 
eated.  According  to  these  latter  nilinc^s,  if  A,  having  the  snjall 
pox,  carelessly  intrudes  himself  into  the  residence  of  B,  and 
thereby  communicates  the  disease  to  B,  and  the  disease  being, 
as  it  is  well  known  to  be,  contagions,  spreads  or  communicates 
itself  to  the  next  neighbor  of  B,  and  so  on,  from  person  to  per- 
son, thronghout  an  entire  village  or  community,  each  infected 
one  may  in  turn  maintain  an  action  for  damages  by  reason 
thereof  against  A,  irrespective  of  the  exciting  causes;  as,  for 
instance,  omissioh  to  vaccinate,  imperfect  vaccination,  unclean- 
liness,  or  natural  predisposition  of  persons  to  contract  the  dis- 
ease; by  reason  of  each  or  of  all  which  the  spread  of»the  conta- 
gion is  caused  or  increased. 

This  question  as  to  when  the  cause  is  proximate  and  when  it 
is  remote,  in  reference  to  the  destruction  of  property  by  fire,  is 
said  by  Chief  Justice  Thompson,  in  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany V.  Kerr,  to  have  never  been  "  definitely  "  settled  in  the  En- 
glish courts.*  In  America  the  only  adjudications  thereof  within 
our  knowledge,  and  which  are  clear  of  statutory  entanglements, 
seem  to  be  nearly  equal  in  number  on  each  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  hold  directly  opposing  conclusions.  In  some  of  the 
states  the  former  or  more  strict  rule  prevails;'  whilst  in  others 
the  latter  or  latitudinarian  rule  is  sustained;'  each   reviewing 


R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  414;  Fent  and  oth- 
ers V,  The  'Joledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw 
Ry.  Co..  59  III.  349. 

^  Pennsylvania  H.  R.  Co.  v.  Kerr,  62 
Penn.  St.  353;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  431, 
437. 

^  Ryan  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  35  N.  Y./210;  Morrison  v,  Davis, 
20  Penn.  St.  171;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Kerr,  62  Penn.  St.  353;  S.  C.  1  Am. 
R.  431;  Hoag  v,  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra;  Harrison  v.  Berkley,  1 
Strobt.  (S.  C),  548;  Atchison,  Topf^ka 
&  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Stanford,  su- 
pra. 

*  Fent  and  others  v.  The  Toledo,  Peo- 
ria &  Warsaw  Ry.  Co.,  59  HI.  349;  S. 
C,  1  Red.  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.,  350; 
Webb  V,  Rome,  Watertown  &  Ogdens- 


bnrffh  R.  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  420;  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Tweed,  7  Wall.  44;  Kellogg  p. 
Chicago  &  N.  Western  Ry.  Co.,  26 
Wis.  223;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hope, 
80  Penn.  St.  373;  Penn.  &  N.  Y.  Ca- 
nal &  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Lacey,  89  id.  458; 
Kuhn  f).  Jewett,  5  Stew.  (N.  J.),  647; 
Del.,  Lack.  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Salmon,  39  N.  J.  299;  S.  C.  14  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  226;  White  v.  Col.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co..  5  Dill.  428;  Kellogg  v.  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  5  Dill. 
537;  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Bales,  16  Kans.  252;  Hoyt 
r.  JefFers,  30  Mich.  181 ;  Fitch  v,  Pac 
R.  R.  Co.,  45  Mo.  324;  Coates  v.  Mo  , 
Kans.  &  Tex.  Ry.  Co.,  61  Mo.  38, 
S.  C.  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  60;  Poeppers  r 
Mo..  Kans.  &  Tex.  Ry^  Co.,  67  Mo 


DAMAGES   BY   FIBB. 

» 


817 


the  whole  subject  in  question,  and  prior  decisions  bearing 
tliereon. 

The  cases  here  cited  from  Massachusetts,  favoring  the  more 
latitudinary  doctrine,  were  decided  under  a  statute  of  that  state, 
which  provides  that  " every  railroad  corporation  shall  be  re- 
sponsible in  damages  to  any  person  or  corporation  whose  build- 
ings or  other  property  may  be  injured  by  lire  communicated  by 
its  locum otive  enajiri^s." 

In  Morrison  v,  Davis  &  Co.'  the  court  say,  Lowrie,  Justice, 
in  treating  of  proximate  and  remote  causes  of  injury:  **  There 
are  often  very  small  faults  which  are  the  occasion  of  the  mo^t 
serious  and  distressing  consequences.  Thus,  a  momentary  act 
of  carelessness  set  fire  to  a  little  straw,  and  that  set  fire  to  a 
liouse,  and,  by  an  extraordinary  concurrence  of  very  dry  weather 
and  high  winds,  with  this  fault,  one  third  of  a  city  (Pittsburgh) 
was  destroyed.  Would  it  be  right  that  this  small  act  of  care- 
'  lessness  should  be  charged  with  the  whole  value  of  the  property 
consumed  ? " 

In  the  case  of  the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  Co.  v.  Kerr,  above 
cited,'  the  learned  Chief  Justice  Thompson,  reviewing  the  whole 


715;  Smith  v,  London  &  S.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  Law  Rep.  5  C.  P.  98;  S.  C.  6 
Id,  14;  Henry  v.  So.  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.,  60  Cal.  176;  S.  C.  12  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  168;  Troxler  v.  Richmond  & 
Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  74  N.  Car.  377: 
S.  C.  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  3S9.  In  the 
case  of  Kellogg:  p.  C.  &  N.W.  Ry.  Co., 
above  cited,  the  cases  of  Ryan  v,  N. 
York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  85  N.  Y.  210, 
and  of  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Kerr,  62 
Penn.  St.  353,  are  referred  to,  and  des- 
canted on  doubtingly.  bat  at  the  same 
time  distinguished  from  the  one  under 
consideration,  and  in  the  discussion  of 
which  latter  the  court  express  dissatr 
isfaction  with  the  deci&ion  in  the  two 
cases  above  referred  to.  But  the  case 
of  Kellogg  V,  Chi.  &  N.  We.4em  Ry. 
Co.,  in  which  these  views  are  expressed, 
is  one  in  which,  in  the  language  of 
the  court  considering  it,  **  thf^re  was 
but  one  burning,  one  continuous  con- 
flagration from  the  time  the  fire  was 
52 


set  on  tlie  railroad  until  the  plaintiff's 
prop  rty  was  destroyed.  The  com- 
busiible  mat<^rial  extended,  and  the 
ground  was  burned  over,  all  the  way 
from  the  railroad  to  the  plaintiff's 
property.  »  ♦  *  ITiere  was  no 
distinct  or  separate  setting  fire  to  or 
burning  of  the  stacks  or  buildings, 
and  then  a  communication  of  the  fii-e 
by  sparks  throui,'h  the  air  from  one 
stack  or  building  to  another.  There 
was  no  succession  of  events,  but  only 
one  event."  P.  239.  In  this  view  of 
the  case,  then,  the  disapprobation  ex- 
jrt-essed  as  to  the  cases  of  Ryan  and 
Kerr  amounts  to  nothing.  It  is  mern 
obiter  dictum.  And  <5ee  the  late  case  of 
Oil  Creek  k  Allegheny  River  Ry.  Co. 
r.  Keighron,  74  Penn.  St.  316,  6  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  192,  where  fire  was  com- 
raunicat<*d  by  a  locomotive  to  an  oil  car, 
and  from  thence  to  plaintiff's  house. 

»  2tD  Penn.  St.  171,  176. 

«  62  Penn.  St.  353. 
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history  and  the  law  of  remote  and  proximate  injury,  sternly  cun. 
demns  tlie  idea  of  liability  other  than  that  resulting  directly  and 
immediately  from  the  act  complained  of.  That  case  was  for  dam- 
ages for  burning  plaintiff's  hotel.  The  facts  were,  that  by  the  care- 
lessness of  the  company,  fire  was  communicated  from  a  loconio- 
tive  to  a  warehouse  situated  near  to  the  railroad  track.  The  tire 
communicated  from  the  burning  warehouse  to  the  plaintiff's 
hotel,  situated  some  thirty-nine  feet  from^the  warehouse,  and 
destroj'ed  the  hotel.  The  conrt  held  that  the  injury  was  remote, 
and  was  not  the  proximate  result  of  the  negligence,  and  that  tlie 
plaintiff  could  not  recover;  and,  in  delivering  their  opinion,  ad- 
verted to  and  approved  the  ruling  in  Rj-an  v,  The]S^ew  York  Cen- 
tral Kailroad  Company.  In  the  course  of  his  decision  the  learned 
Chief  Justice  Thompson  says:  "Innumerable  occasions  must 
have  occurred  in  this  Commonwealth  for  asserting  liability  to 
the  extent  and  upon  the  principle  claimed  here,  yet  we  have 
not  a  solitary  precedent  of  the  kind  in  our  books.  This  is  worth 
something  as  proof  against  the  alleged  principle."  The  learned 
judge  then  with  much  force  adds:  "It  was  Littleton's  maxim, 
*that  what  never  was,  never  ought  to  be.'"  * 

Speaking  of  the  case  of  Ryan  v.  The  New  York  Central  Rail- 
road Company,  the  learned  judge,  in  reference  thereto  and  to 
the  question  under  discussion,  says:  "The  question  in  hand  has 
not  been  adjudicated  in  this  state,  and  but  seldom  discussed  in 
any  of  the  other  states;  yet  we  have  a  case  decided  in  the  Court 
of  Appeals  of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  1866,  which  is  directly 
in  point  in  support  of  the  doctrine  we  have  been  endeavoring  to 
advance  above.  It  is  the  case  of  Ryan  v.  The  New  York  Central 
Railroad  Co.,  35  N.  Y.  210."  After  proceeding  to  show  that 
the  plaintiff  in  that  case  was  non-suited  by  the  court  below,  on  a 
state  of  facts  showing  that,  by  the  act  of  carelessness  of  the  com- 
pany, fire  was  set  to  its  own  woodshed,  from  one  of  the  com  - 
pany's  own  locomotives,  and  that  the  fire  communicated  there- 
from to  plaintiff's  house,  situated  some  hundred  and  thirty  feet 
from  llie  burning  shed,  and  thereby  the  plaintiff's  liouse  was 
consumed,  the  learned  judge  then  says:  "The  case  was  then  re- 
moved to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  where  the  judgment  was  unani- 
mously affirmed   in   an   elaborate   and   exhaustive  opinion   by 

» 62  Penn.  St.  367,  368. 
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Hunt,  J.  Every  position  taken  by  the  connsel  for  the  de- 
fendant in  error  here  was  taken  there,  and  examined  and 
answered  fully  in  the  opinion.  All  the  English  and  American 
cases  supposed  to  have  any  bearing  on  the  point  in  dispute  there 
on  the  same  question  we  have  here,  are  noticed  by  iiim,  and  the 
doctrine  clearly  deduced  that  the  railroad  company  was  not  an- 
swerable to  the  plaintiff  for  the  loss  of  his  house,  being  burned 
by  fire  communicated  by  the  burning  shed.  That  case  is  not  dis- 
tinguishable in  principle,  or  in  the  manner  of  destruction,  from 
this."  *  The  same  learned  judge  (Thompson),  and  in  the  same  case, 
says:  "The  question  here  involved  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
definitely  determined  in  England;  why,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know."  ' 
He  then  remarks  that  there  have  been  decisions  tliere  imposing 
liability  against  the  reasons  by  him  expressed  in  the  case  befoi-e 
him,  but  in  none  of  them  was  the  question  of  proximate  and  re- 
mote cause  of  the  injury  discussed. 

Thus,  when  we  consider  that  this  ruling  of  Chief  Justice 
Thompson  was  made  as  recently  as  1870,  we  may  well  rely  upon 
it,  WQ  think,  as,  at  least  for  the  present,  the  approved  ruling 
on  the  subject  of  remote  and  proximate  cause. 

»62  Penn.  St.  868.  »62  Penn.  St.  369. 
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1.  The  general  principle. — It  is  a  principle  well" settled  in 
law,  that  where  one  receives  an  injury  to  person  or  property,  oo 
casioned  by  the  negligence  of  the  servants  and  employes  of  a 
railroad  company,  committed  in  the  regular  course  of  their  em- 
ployment, tlie  rule  '^respondeat  superior ^^  applies,  and  the 
company  are  liable  for  the  injury,  if  the  injured  person  be  not 
himself  guilty  of  negligence,  or  in  some  manner  to  blame. 
This,  too,  whether  the  act  complained  of  be  one  of  omission  or 
of  commission.  But  to  bring  a  case  within  the  rule,  it  must 
occur  in  the  regular  course  of  the  servant^s  employment.  Nor 
does  it  matter  to  the  contrary  that  the  act  be  committed  in  vio- 
lation of  orders,  or  without  the  knowledge  of  the  superior,  if  the 
transaction  occur  in  the  course  of  the  servant's  business,  duties 
or  employment.*    And  ''  it  is  no  answer  to  an  action  '*  for  such 


*  Philadelphia  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Derby,  14  How.  468;  Inhabitants 
of  Lowell  V.  The  Boston  &  Lowell  R. 
R.  Co..  23  Pick.  24;  Wilton  v.  Middle- 
sex R.  R.  Co.,  107  Mass.  i08;  S.  C. 
125  Mass.  130;  Sanfordu.  The  Eighth 
Avenue  R.  R.  Co..  23  N.  Y.  343;  Hig^ 
gins  V.  The  Watervliet  Turn.  &  R.  R. 
Co.,  '46  N.  Y.  2:3;  Jackson  r.  Second 
Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  47  N.  Y.  274;  S  C. 
7  Am.  R.  448;  Bradley  v.  New  York 
Central  R.  R.  Co.,  62  N.Y.  99;  12  Am. 


Ry.  Rep.  160;  Rounds  v.  Del.,  La«k. 
&  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  64  N.Y.  i:)6; 
S.  C.  3  Hun,  329;  Cohen  v.  Dry  Dock, 
E.  B.  A  B.  R.  R.  Co..  69  N.  Y.  170; 
S.  C.  40  N.  Y.  Supr.  368;  Shea  r. 
Sixth  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  180; 
Day  ».  Brooklyn  City  R.  R.  Co.,  12 
Hun,  435;  Choppin  v.  New  Orleans  & 
CarroUton  R.  R.  Co.,  17  La.  Ann.  19; 
Passenger  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Young,  21  Ohio 
St.  518;  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chi- 
cago Ry.  Co.  9.  Maurer,  21  Ohio  St 
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injury,  say  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlie  United  States — Grikr, 
Justice — that  the  "plaintiflF  was  riding  for  pleasure,  or  that  lie 
was  a  stockliolder  in  the  road,  or  that  he  had  not  paid  his  toll, 
or  that  he  was  the  guest  of  the  defendant."'  The  dut}^  to 
carry  the  party  in  safety,  as  against  all  negligence  or  miscon- 
duct of  the  carrier's  own  servants,  is  one  that  does  not  result 
alone  from  the  payment  of  the  passage  money;  it  is  imposed  by 
law,  though  the  service  be  gratuitous.  The  carrier  is  holden  to 
the  greatest  possible  care  and  diligence,  if  the  injured  person  be 
not  in  fault,  whether  the  transportation  be  for  pecuniary  reward 
or  from  other  motives.'     In  the  case  hero  cited  from  14  How- 


421;  Aycrigg's  Execr.  r.  The  New- 
York  &  Erie  B.  R.  Co.,  1  Vroom  (N. 
J.),  460;  AUender  r.  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  4:3  la.  276, 
14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  443;  State,  use,  etc., 
V.  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  &  Bal- 
timore R.  R.  Co.,  47  Md.  76,  18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  253;  Miller  v.  Pren.,  etc..  of 
Burlington  &  Mo.  Rifer  R.  R.  Co.,  8 
Neb.  219,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  96;  Keo- 
kuk North' m  Line  Packet  (?o.  9, 
True,  88  111.  608, 21  Am.  Hy.  Rep.  371; 
Tebbult  r.  Bristol  &  E.  Ry.  Co.,  Law 
Rep.  6  Q.  B.  73;  Poulton  v.  London  & 
S.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  2  Id.  534;  Indianap- 
olis &  Vincennes  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McClai> 
en,  62  Ind.  566;  Peeples  v.  Brunswick 
&  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Ga.  281;  Geor- 
gia R.  R.  Co.  V.  Newsome,  Id.  492; 
Perkins  v.  Mo.,  Kans.  &  Tex.  R.  R. 
Co.,  55  Mo.  212;  Gillett  p.  Mo.  Valley 
R.  R.  Co..  Id.  315.  A  street  car  dri- 
ver  is  so  far  engagpd  in  his  employ- 
ment as  such  in  aiding  persons  on 
and  off  the  car,  that  for  an  injury  oc- 
curring by  his  negligence  in  that  re- 
spect, the  company  are  liable:  Drew, 
adm*z,  V.  Sixth  Avenue  R.  R.  Co.,  26 
N.  Y.  49.  As  to  what  is  sufficient 
eyidence  to  establish  the  relation  of 
master  and  servant,  so  as  to  render 
the  master  liable  for  the  servant's 
act,  see  Lindsay  v.  C«  ntral  R.  R.  &  B. 
Co.,  46  Ga.  447;  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  415. 


In  Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Roy,  102  U.  S. 
451;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
225,  it  was  held  that,  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  safe  and  suitable  cars  for 
the  transportation  of  passengers,  sleep- 
ing car  companies  were  the  agents  of 
railroad  companies;  and  for  the  f.\ll  of 
a  berth,  which  injures  a  passenger,  the 
latter  are  liable.  Under  the  Pennsyl- 
vania statute  of  April  4,  lb'68  (P.  L. 
58),  iJroviding  that  for  iiyuries  sus- 
tained by  persons  employed  on  or  about 
a  railroad,  but  not  being  employes  of 
the  company,  the  right  of  recovery 
shall  be  tlie  same  as  in  case  of  the  in- 
jury of  an  emploj-e,  with  aproriso 
that  the  act  shall  not  apply  to  passen- 
gers, it  is  held  that  a  *'  route  or  mail 
agent "  in  the  employ  of  the  United 
States  is  not  a  passenger  within  the 
exception:  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Price,  96  Penn.  St.  200;  S.  C  1  Am. 
&  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  234. 

^  Philadelphia  &  Keading  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Derby,  14  How.  468,  485,  1  Am. 
R.  Way  Cases,  126. 

a  Philadelphia  &  Rending  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Derby,  U  How.  468,  1  Am.  R. 
Way  Cases,  109;  Farwill  v. The  Boa- 
ton  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Met.  56; 
Brennan  v.  Fair  Haven  &  Westville 
R.  R.  Ci.,  45  Conn.  284,  17  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  263. 
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ard,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  hold  the  followin<f 
language,  it  being  a  case  of  personal  injury  to  a  person  riding 
gratuitously  on  the  cars,  as  a  guest  of  the  company,  and  the  injured 
person  being  at  the  same  time  a  stockholder  in  the  company. 
The  court  lay  down  the  law  as  follows:  '*  When  carriers  undertake 
to  convey  persons  by  the  powerful  but  dangerous  agency  of 
steam,  public  policy  and  safety  require  that  they  be  held  to  the 
greatest  possible  care  and  diligence.  And  whether  the  consid- 
eration for  such  transportation  be  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  the 
pej-sonal  safety  of  the  passengers  should  not  be  left  to  the  sport 
of  chance  or  the  negligence  of  careless  agents.  Any  negligence, 
in  such  cases,  may  well  deserve  the  epithet  of  *  gross.'  "  * 

In  Tlie  Inhabitants  of  Lowell  v.  The  Boston  &  Lowell  Rail- 
road Company,  23  Pickering,  24,  the  action  grew  out  of  the 
carelessness,  and  injury  resulting  therefrom,  of  the  contractors 
engaged  in  constructing  the  defendant's  railroad,  in  leaving 
down  certain  barriers  at  a  deep  cut  of  the  road  in  the  city  of 
Lowell.  The  barriers  were  placed  there  to  prevent  persons  fall- 
ing into  the  cut,  which  was  made  across  one  of  the  highways  of 
the  city.  To  facilitate  the  removal  of  earth  and  stone  from  the 
cut,  the  contractors'  emploj^es,  who  had  erected  the  barriers,  re- 
moved them  temporarily,  and  omitted  to  replace  them.  Two  per- 
sons, using  the  street  in  the  night  time,  were  precipitated  into 
the  cut,  and  were  greatly  injured.  They  sued  the  city  and  recov- 
ered double  damages,  which  the  city  was  compelled  to  pay.  The 
city  then  sued  the  railroad  company  for  the  amount,  as  also  for 
.  the  costs  of  suit.  It  wa^  objected,  first,  that  it  was  the  con- 
tractor's liability;  but  the  court  held  the  railroad  liable  which 
had  employed  the  contractor  to  do  the  work,  upon  the  principle 
of  respondeat  superior}  It  was  also  objected  that,  if  liable  at 
all,  the  company  were  liable  to  the  persons  injured,  and  not  by 


» Philadelphia  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Derby,  1  Am.  R.  Way  Cases,  127, 
14  How.  468,  486. 

^But  see,  contra^  McCaflferty  r. 
Spayten  Duyvil  &  Port  Morris  R.  R. 
Co.,  61  N.  Y.  178;  S.  C.  12  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  105;  Kansas  Cent.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Fitzsimmons,  18  Kans.  34, 15  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  220;  S.  C.  22  Kane.  686;  Wray 
i;.  Evans,  80  Penn.  St.  102;  Hass  r. 


Phil.  &  S.  M.  S.  Co.,  88  Id.  269;  Cun- 
ninprham  9.  International  R.  R.  Co., 
51  Tex.  503.  The  company  toay  bo 
made  liable  in  trover  for  the  acts  of 
contractors  in  converting*  posts  to  the 
use  of  the  company,  even  where  they 
are  in  exclusive  possession:  St.  Lou  s, 
Vandalia  &  Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Kaulbrumer,  59  111.  152 j  S.  C.  11  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  186. 
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way  of  indemnity  to  the  city  for  the  amount  recovered  of  it, 
liiit  the  court  held  the  railroad  company  liable  to  respond  to  the 
city  to  the  same  extent  to  wliich  it  was  originally  liable  to  the 
injnred  persons:  that  is,  for  simple  damages,  and  not  double; 
and  also  not  liable  for  the  costs  of  suit  which  the  city  had  been 
compelled  to  pay.  The  suit  was  not  defended  by  the  city  in  be- 
half of  the  company,  nor  at  their  request.  By  making  payment, 
itistead  of  submitting  to  suit,  the  costs  of  suit  and  the  double 
damages  would  have  been  avoided.  They  were  not  the  direct 
result  of  the  negligence  of  the  railroad  company,  and  therefore 
the  latter  were  not  holden  to  account  for  the  same/ 

But  the  company  will  not  become  liable  for  injnries  sustained 
by  laborers  in  the  employ  of  a  contractor,  though  it  furnish  im- 
plements and  materials  for  the  work." 

Nor  is  it  any  defense  (unless  it  may  be  in  mitigation  of  dam- 
au:es)  that  the  servant  be  actuated  by  a  mistake  or  wrong  judg- 
ment on  his  part.  The  employer  or  master  is  still  liable..  The 
case  of  Iliggins  v.  The  Watervliet  Turnpike  &  Railroad  Com- 
pany, above  cited,  is  one  where  the  conductor  used  more  force 
than  was  necessary  in  expelling  a  party  from  the  cars,  and  com- 
mitted an  assault  upon  the  person  of  the  passenger  whom  he  ex- 
pelled. The  court  say:  "The  duty  of  deciding  is  cast  upon  the 
conductor;  he  represents  the  defendant;  he  may  misunderstand 
or  misjudge  the  facts;  he  may  act  unwisely  or  imprudently,  or 
even  recklessly;  but  the  business  of  preserving  order  and  en- 
forcing the  regulations  of  the  company  is  committed  to  him, 
and  for  his  acts  in  that  business  the  company  is  responsible." 
And  that  it  is  suflScient  to  hold  the  master  responsible  civilitei\ 


» Lowell  V.  B.  &  L.  R.  R.  Co.,  su- 
pia;  Propra.  of  Locks  and  Canals  v. 
Lowell  Horse  R.  R.  Co.,  109  Mass.  221; 
Woburn  r.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Co., 
Id.  2S3;  City  of  Portland  v.  Atlantic 
&  St.  Lawrence  R.  R.  Co.,  66  Me.  485; 
Wilson  V,  City  of  Watcrtown,  3  Hun, 
508. 

2  Central  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  v. 
Grant  A  O'Hara,  46  Ga.  417,  11  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  427.  But  otherwise  if  the 
injury  is  occasioned  by  the  negligence 
of  the  railroad  company;  McKnight 
V.  la.  Si  Minn.  R.  R.  Const.  Co.,  43 


Ta.  406,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  465;  Cook 
V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co., 
6:3  Mo.  397,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  177; 
Ominger  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Thomp.  &  C.  49S.  But  see 
Jolinson  V.  Boston,  118  Mass.  114.  It 
is  lor  the  jury  to  say,  where  such  la- 
borer engages  in  a  dangerous  labor  bj' 
express  orders  of  a  superinterdent  of 
the  company,  whether  the  danger  was 
apparent,  and  equally  open  to  the  ob- 
servation of  the  laborer  and  the  su- 
perintendent: Cook  V,  H.  &  St.  J.  R, 
R.  Co.,  supra. 
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if  the  wroncr  act  be  committed  in  the  business  of  the  master,  and 
within  the  scope  of  the  servani's  employment  And  this,  too, 
though  contrary  to  the  master's  orders.' 

But  for  an  act  clearly  outside  of  the  scope  of  the  servant's  au- 
thority, and  committed  with  violence  amounting  to  criminah'ty, 
the  rule  is  that  the  master  is  not  liable,  as  is  said  in  Isaacs  v. 
The  Third  Avenue  Kailroad  Company;*  but  to  bring  that  case 
within  the  principle,  we  think  that,  instead  of  the  word  "au- 
thority," the  word  "employment"  sliould  be  used,  and  if  so, 
then  to  our  mind  the  rulincr  in  that  case  is  not  law.  The 
passenger  declined  to  leave  the  car  whilst  it  was  moving; 
but  standing  on  the  platform,  preparatory  to  leaving,  insist- 
ed that  the  car  should  stop  and  let  her  off.  To  do  this  was 
clearly  the  duty  of  the  conductor,  and  to  have  it  done  was  cer- 
tainly the  right  of  the  passenger;  but,  in  defiance  of  both  such 
duty  and  right,  the  conductor  thrust  her  off  with  such  violence, 


*  Higg-ins  t?.  The  Watervliet  Turn- 
pike &  R.  R.  Co.,  46  N.  Y.  23,  26;  S. 
C.  7  Am.  R.  293.  And  see  Sanford  v. 
Eighth  Avenue  R.  R.  Co.,  23  N.  Y. 
343;  Isaacs  v.  Third  Ave.  R.  R.  Co., 
47  N.  Y.  122;  Shea  v.  Sixth  Ave.  R.  R. 
Co.,  62  N.  Y.  180.  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
154;  Bradley  t\  New  York  Central  R. 
R.  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  99,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
160;  Rounds  v.  Delaware,  Lack.  & 
Western  R.  R.Co.,  64  N.  Y.  129;  S. 
C.  8  Hun,  329;  Cohen  r.  Dry  Dock, 
East  Broadway  &  Battery  R.  R.  Co., 
69  N.  Y.  170,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  109; 
Day  V.  Brooklyn  City  R.  R.  Co.,  12 
Hun,  435;  Columbus,  Chi.  &  Ind.  Cent. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Powell,  40  Ind.  37;  Indian- 
apolis &  V.  R.  R.  Co.  1?.  McClaren,  62 
Ind.  566;  Miller  v.  Prcs.,  etc.,  of  Bur- 
lington &  Mo.  River  R.  R.  Co.,  8 
Neb.  219,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  96;  Tra- 
vers  p.  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  63  Mo. 
421,  20  Am.  Ry.  Kep.  119;  Pennsylva- 
nia Co.  r.  Toomey,  91  Penn.  St.  256; 
S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Engr.  R.  R.  Cas.  461; 
Wilton  V,  Middlesex  R.  R.  Co.,  107 
Mass.  108;  S.  C.  125  Mass.  130;  Rob- 
inson V.  Webb,  11  Bush,  464;  Peeples 
V,  Bi-unswick  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  60 


Ga.  281;  Georgfia  R.  R.  Co.  v.  New- 
some,  Id.  492;  Chicajro,  Burlingrton  & 
Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bryan,  90  111.  126; 
Poulton  r.  London  &  S.  W.  Ry.  Co., 
Law  Rep.  2  Q.  B.  534;  Bayley  v.  Man- 
chester, S.  &  L.  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  8 
C.  P.  148;  S.  C.  7  Id.  415.  It  is  a 
question  for  the  jury  whether  the  act 
of  the  servant  was  with  a  view  to  in- 
jure plaintff,  or  to  his  master's  serv- 
ice: Cohen  r.  D.  D.,  E.  B.  &  B.  K.  R. 
Co.,  supra.  And  in  such  case  there 
need  be  no  allegation  or  proof  of  a 
conductor's  authority  in  this  regard. 
The  court  will  tike  judicial  notice  of 
his  duty:  Travers  v.  K.  P.  Ry.  Co., 
supra. 

M7  N.  Y.  122;  Rounds  t?.  Delaware, 
Lack.  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  64  N.  Y 
129;  Stewart  v,  Brooklyn  Cross-town 
R.  R.  Co.,  9  Repr.  759;  Edwards  v. 
London  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep. 
5  C.  P.  445;  Walker  v.  South  Eastern 
Ry.  Co.,  Id.  640;  Allen  v.  London  & 
S.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  6  Q.  B.  65;  Hoar 
V,  Me.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  70  Me.  60; 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Ry.  Co.  v, 
Bayfield,  37  Mich.  205. 
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whilst  the  car  was  moving  on,  as  to  throw  the  passenger  off, 
clear  of  the  car  steps,  and  onto  the  pavement.  The  court  held 
the  company  not  civilly  liable,  basing  its  escape  upon  the  enor- 
mity of  the  outrage,  outside  of  wliich  was  a  clear  omission 
to  perform  the  duty  of  stopping  and  allowing  (indeed  assisting, 
if  need  be)  the  woman  to  pass  peacei'ully  and  safely  from  the  car.* 

Whilst  fully  recognizing  the  correctness  of  the  rule  that  for  a 
criminal  or  malicious  act  of  the  servant,  unconnected  with  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  and  in  no  wise  within  the  scope  of  his 
employment,  the  master  is  not  liable,  yet  we  are  unable  to  regard 
the  case  cited  from  New  York,  of  Isaacs  v.  The  Third  Avenue 
R.  R.  Co.,  as  coming  within  the  rule.  To  our  mind  it  were  as 
reasonable  to  say  the  conductor  may  enter  the  car  and  empty  it 
of  all  passengers  by  violence — and  this,  too,  whilst  it  is  yet  mov- 
ing on,  and  without  anj'  provocation  except  declining  to  leave 
while  the  car  is  thus  moving — and  that  the  uiaster  will  be  ex- 
empt, because  the  servant  was  not  employed  to  do  such  acts,  as 
to  hold  exemption  of  the  master  to  follow  the  occurrence  in- 
volved in  the  case  of  Isaacs  v.  The  Third  Avenue  Kailroad  Com- 
pany. In  principle  there  can  be  no  difference  whether  the  pas- 
senger be  tlirust  out  of  or  off  the  car,  or  whether  the  violence  be 
to  an  unprotected  and  unoffending  woman,  or  to  a  car  full  of 
men,  except  that  the  outrage  on  the  woman  is  the  greater  be- 
cause she  is  a  woman.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  conductor  to  stop, 
and  see  her  safely  off. 

The  more  reasonable  rule  is  the  one  laid  down  in  Massachu- 
setts and  in  Maine,  where  it  is  settled  that  a  railroad  compjiny 
is  liable  to  the  same  extent  as  an  individual  would  be,  for  an 
injury  done  by  its  servant  in  the  course  of  his  employment;* 
and  that  if  the  act  of  the  servant  is  within  the  general  scojie  of 
his  employment,  the  master  is  equally  liable,  whether  the  act  is 
willful  or  merely  negligent;'  or  even  if  contrary  to  express  or- 


>  Isaacs  V,  Third  Avenue  B.  R.  Co., 
47  N.Y.  122.  See,  also,  Allegheny 
Valley  R,  It.  Co.  t?.  McLain,  91  Penn. 
St.  442;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Enjr.  R.  R. 
Cas.  464.  This  was  an  action  of  tres- 
pass vi  et  arrms^  and  citing  Philadel- 
phia, Germantown  &  Norristowu  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Wilt,  4  Whart.  143;  Yerger 
r.  Warren,  7  Casey  (31  Penn.  St.),  319. 


•Hewett  r.  Swift,  3  Allen,  420; 
Holmes  r.  Wakefield,  12  Allen,  580; 
Moore  v.  F.lchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Gray, 
465;  Monument  Nat.  Bk.  r.  Globe 
Works,  101  Mass.  59;  Ramsden  v.  The 
Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  104  Mas-. 
117;  Miller  r.  Pres.,  etc.,  supra. 

•Howe  V.  Newmarch,  12  Allen,  49; 
Ramsden  v.  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R. 
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dera.*  And  if,  in  the  exercise  of  his  general  discretionary  au- 
thority, he  wrongfully  eject  a  passenger  who  has  paid  the  fare,  or 
uses  excessive  and  unjustifiable  violence  or  force  in  ejecting  one 
who  has  not  and  will  not  pay  the  fare,  and  injures  such  passen- 
ger by  so  doing,  or  compels  him  to  get  off  whilst  the  train  is  in 
motion,  the  company  is  liable.' 

In  the  case  cited  from  104  Mass.,  Ramsden  v.  Boston  &  Alba- 
ny Kailroad  Company,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts  say: 
"  Neither  the  corporation  nor  the  conductor  has  any  more  law- 
ful authority  to  needlessly  kick  a  passenger  or  make  him  jump 
from  the  cars  when  in  motion,  than  to  wrest  from  the  hands  of 
a  passenger  an  article  of  apparel  or  personal  use,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  compelling  the  payment  of  fare.  Either  is  an  unlawful 
assault;  but  if  committed  in  the  exercise  of  tlie  general  power 
vested  by  the  corporation  in  the  conductor,  the  corporation,  a 
well  as  the  Qonductor,  is  liable  to  tlic  party  injured."* 

And  it  matters  not  whether  the  servant  inflicting  the  injury 
be  the  regular  one  employed  as  conductor  at  the  time,  or  whether 
it  be  a  mere  brakeman,  detailed  to  act  as  conductor  for  the  time 
being.*    Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  may  assault,  beat  or  oth- 


Co.,  104  Mass.  117;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R. 
200;  Goddard  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W. 
Co.,  57  Maine,  202;  Shea  v.  Sixth  Ave. 
R.  R.  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  180,  12  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  154. 

'  Phila  &  Rpad'npr  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Der- 
by, 14  How.  468;  Ramsden  v-  Boston 
&  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  104  Mass.  117. 
And  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  act 
of  a  servant  to  be  contrary  to  the  rules 
of  the  company,  and  thus  fastening 
negligence  upon  the  company,  a  book 
containing  such  rules  is  admissible  in 
evidence:  Hobbs  v.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co., 
66  Me.  572,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  210. 

2  O'Brien  p.  Boston  &  Worcester  R. 
R.  Co..  15  Gray,  20;  Ramsdnn  r.  The 
Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  104  Mas.**. 
117;  Shea  v.  6th  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  su- 
pra ;  Peck  V,  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  Hudson 
River  R.  R.  C^.,  70  N  Y.  587,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  1;  Penn.  Co.  v.  Jooraey, 
Bupra. 

» 104  Mass.  117,  6  Am.  R.  200,  202. 


In  the  case  here  cited  a  controversy 
arose  between  the  conductor  and  a  la- 
dy passenger  as  to  whether  she  had 
paid  her  fare,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  demanded  her  parasol  as  security 
for  payment  of  the  fare,  and  she  de- 
clining to  surrender  it,  he  took  hold  of 
it,  and  after  a  struggle  took  it  away 
from  her.  See  also,  to  the  same  effect, 
Goddard  v.  The  Grand  Trunk  R.  W. 
Co.,  57  Maine,  202;  Gasway  v.  Atlan* 
ta  &  West  Point  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Ga. 
216,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  99;  Rounds  v. 
Delaware,  Lack.  &  Western  R.  R.  Co., 
64  N.Y.  129;  S.  C.  3Hun,  329;  Walk- 
er t7.  South  Eastern  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep. 
5  C.  P.  640. 

*  Goddard  p.  The  Grand  Trunk  R. 
W  Co.,  57  Maine,  202;  Moore  t?.  l''itch- 
bnrg  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Gi-ay,  465;  Milwau- 
kee &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Finney,  10 
Wis.  388.  But  the  company  will  not  be 
liable  for  the  negligence  of  a  servant 
in  emplo3'ing  an  assistant,  nor  for  the 
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erwise  wantonly  outrage,  under  color  of  hi8  authority,  a  peace- 
able passenger,  in  relation  to  the  non-payment  of  fare,  or  in  ref- 
erence to  a  disagreement  as  to  whether  the  fare  has  in  fact  been 
paid  by  a  passenger.'  And  if  either  do  so,  the  company  will  not 
only  be  held  liable  for  the  wrong  act  of  its  servant  in  that  re- 
spect,' but  the  case,  as  it  may  be  more  or  less  aggravated  in  its 
nature,  may  be  a  fit  subject  for  punitive  damages;  and  more  es- 
pecially so  if  afterward  the  company,  on  full  intorn^.ation  of  the 
circumstances,  continue  to  retain  the  obnoxious  sci*vant  in  its 
employ,  thereby  seeming  to  approbate  his  uctJ.' 

There  is  an  implied  obligation  and  contract  resting  upon  a 
carrier  of  passengers  to  exercise  the  highest  degree  of  care  to 
make  the  passage  comfortable  and  safe;  an  obligation  whicli  the 
policy  of  the  law  will  not  allow  the  parties  to  relax  by  even  a 
positive  agreement.*  "  If  (5?ay  tlie  court,  in  Goddard  v.  The 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Co.)  the  passenger  does  not  have  such 
care,  bnt  on  the  contrary  is  unlawfully  assaulted  and  insulted  by 
one  of  the  very  persons  to  whom  his  convej'ance  is  intrusted,  the 
carrier's  implied  promise  is  broken,  and  his  legal  duty  is  left  un- 
perlbrmed,  and  he  is  necessarily  responsible  to  the  passenger  for 


negligence  of  such  assistant  when  so 
employed,  if  the  servant  so  employinpr 
an  assistant  had  no  authority  so  to  do: 
Jewell  V.  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  55  N. 
H.  84,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  496. 

1  Goddard  v.  The  Grand  Trunk  R. 
W.  Co.,  57  Maine,  202;  Moore  v, 
Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Gray,  465. 

"  Goddard  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W. 
Co.,  57  Maine,  202;  Moore  v.  Fitch- 
burg  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Gray,  465;  Milwau- 
kee &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Finney,  10 
Wis.  388;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Vandiver, 
42  Penn.  St.  365;  Weed  p.  Panama  R. 
R.  Co.,  17  N.  Y.  362;  Phila.  &  Read- 
ing R.  R.  Co.  V.  Derby,  14  How.  468; 
TiLindiceaux  v.  Bell,  5  La.  (0.  S.),  434; 
Chamberlain  r.  Chandler,  3  Mason.  C. 
C.  R.,  242;  Nieto  f>.  Clark,  1  Clifford, 
C.  C.  R.,  145;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Blocker,  27  Md.  277;  Travcrs  p, 
Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  6^  Mo.  421, 
20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  119.    In  the  case  of 


Landreaux  v.  Bell,  supra,  the  rule  is 
laid  down  that  a  carrier  is  responsible- 
for  the  misconduct  of  the  servant  to- 
wards a  passenger,  in  regard  to 
wrongful  acts  of  commission,  to  the 
same  extent  as  tor  misconduct  in 
regard  to  merchandise  committed  to 
the  care  of  the  company — not  the 
same  extent  as  insurers,  but  the  same 
extent  as  the  company's  servant 
should  wantonly  injure  such  property. 

« Goddard  v.  The  Grand  Trunk  R. 
W.  Co.,  57  Maine,  202,  218;  Day  v. 
Woodworth,  13  How.  863;  New  Or- 
leans, J.  &  G.  N.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hurst, 
36  Miss.  660;  Hopkins  v.  Atlantic  & 
St.  Lawrence  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N.  H.  9; 
Gasway  v.  Atlantic  &  West  Point  R. 
R.  Co.,  58  Ga!  216,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
90;  Travers  v.  K.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  supra. 

*  Goddard  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W. 
Co.,  57  Maine,  202.  217. 
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the  damage  he  thereby  sustains.  The  passenger's  remedy  may 
be  either  in  assumpsit  or  tort,  at  his  election.  In  the  one  case, 
he  relies  upon  a  breach  of  the  carrier's  common  law  duty  in  sup- 
port of  his  action;  in  the  other,  upon  a  breach  of  his  implied 
promise.  The  form  of  the  action  is  important  only  upon  tlie 
question  of  damages.  In  actions  of  assumpsit,  the  damages  are 
generally  limited  to  compenstition.  In  actions  of  tort,  the  jury 
are  allowed  greater  latitude,  and,  in  proper  cases,  may  give  ex- 
emplary damages."  * 

The  ruling  in  Illinois  is,  that  if  an  agent  or  servant  of  a  rail- 
road company,  while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  uses 
the  appliances  or  means  he  has  control  of  in  an  unskillful  man- 
ner, or  so  negligently  as  to  occasion  injury  to  another,  or  even 
if,  while  so  engaged,  he  willfully  perverts  such  agencies  to  the 
purpose  of  wanton  mischief  or  injury,  the  company  must  re- 
spond in  damages.  "They  will  not  be  permitted  to  say,  it  is 
trne  he  was  an  agent,  was  authorized  by  us  to  have  the  posses- 
sion of  our  engines,  was  engaged  in  carrying  on  our  business, 
and*while  so  engaged,  he  willfully  perverted  the  instruments 
which  we  placed  in  his  hands  to  something  more  than  we  de- 
signed or  authorized,  and,  therefore,  we  should  not  be  liable  for 
the  injury  thus  inflicted."  ' 

It  is  no  defense  to  an  action  brought  against  the  company  for 
the  negligence  of  the  servant,  to  show  that  the  act  from  which 
the  injury  resulted  was  unauthorized  by  the  charter,  if  the  cor- 
poration has  clearly  recognized  the  act  as  a  part  of  its  business, 
as  by  employing  servants  to  superintend  it,  or  receiving  the 
profits  of  it*  Nor  does  the  fact  that  the  state  is  the  sole  owner 
of  the  road  constitute  a  defense.* 

A  different  rule  prevails  in  New  York  with  regard  to  the  lia- 
bility of  a  railroad  company  for  the  acts  of  contractors  employed 
in  constructing  the  road,  than  that  before  stated.  In  that  state 
it  is  held  that  if  the  company  has  no  immediate  control  over  the 

»57  Maine,  217,  218.  405;  Georgria  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Newsome, 

« Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western   Rv.  60  Ga.  492. 

Co.    V.    Harmon,    47    111.   29S,   BOS;  '  Hutchinson  v,  West'^ra  &  Atlantic 

Chicago.  Burlington  &  Qaincy  R.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Heisk.  634,  12  Am.  Ry. 

Co.  V.  Dickson.  63  111.  151,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  16;  South  &  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co. 

Rep.  45;  Phil.,  Wilm.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  c.  Chappell,   61  Ala.  527;    National 

Co.  V,  Stinger,  78  Penn.  Sfc.  219;  Phil.  Bank  v.  Graham,  100  U.  S.  699. 

&  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Killips,  88  Id.  *  Ibid. 


SESFONDEAT   SUPEKIOR. 


829 


contractor,  it  will  not  be  liable  for  liis  negligent  acts  causin:^  in- 
jnrj  to  others.*  It  is  said  the  trne  rule  la  that  this  liability 
does  not  arise  unless  the  one  sought  to  be  charged  is  au  employ- 
er, strictly  speaking,  or  where  the  nature  of  the  work  author- 
ized to  be  done  would  necessarily  result  in  the  injury,  or  where 
tlie  injury  results  from  the  omission  of  duty  by  the  company.' 
And  the  owner  of  real  estate  is  held  to  no  stricter  rule  in  respect 
thereto  than  the  owner  of  personal  property.' 

2.  Not  applicable  to  InJarieB  by  Bervant  to  Bervant,  at  com- 
mon law. — It  is  a  principle  of  the  common  law,  that  where  two 
or  more  persons  are  employed  by  the  same  principal,  in  a  C(Mn- 
mon  enterprise,  no  action  can  be  sustained  against  their  em- 
ployer, on  account  of  injury  incurred  or  suffered  by  one  or 
more  of  them  through  the  negligence  of  any  other  one  or  more 
of  such  fellow  servants.  It  therefore  follows  that  a  servant  or 
employe  of  a  railroad  company,  who  is  injured  through  the 
negligence  of  a  fellow  servant  or  employe,  in  the  course  of  their 
business  and  common  employment,  can  not  ordinarily  maintain 
an  action  at  common  law  against  the  company  for  such  injury.* 


'  McCafferty  t;.  Spuyten  Duyvil  & 
Port  Morris  R.  R.  Co.,  61  N.  Y.  178, 
12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  105. 

2  McCafferty  p.  S.  D.  &  P.  M.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra, 

•  McCafferty  p.  S.  D.  &  P.  M.  R.  R. 
Co.,  suf/ra.  Where  there  is  a  question 
whether  the  employe  whose  acts  caused 
the  iiy'ury  is  the  servant  of  one  compa- 
ny or  another,  the  company  employing 
and  paying  him,  and  whose  orders  he 
ia  bound  to  obey,  is  held  liable :  Cog- 
gin  r.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  62  Ga.  685. 

*  Sullivan  v.  The  Mississippi  &  Mis- 
souri R.  R.  Co.,  11  Iowa,  421,  423; 
Kroy  V.  The  Chi.,  Rock  Island  &  P. 
R  R.  Co.,  32  Iowa,  357^  360;  Farwell 
r.  The  Boston  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co., 
4  Met.  49,  1  Am.  R.  W.  Cases,  339; 
Hayes  v.  Western  R,  R.  Co.,  3  Cush. 
270;  King  v.  Boston  &  Worcester  R. 
R.  Co.,  9  Cush.  112;  Coon  v,  Syracuse 
&  Utica  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Seld.  (5  N.Y.), 
492;  Madison  &  I.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ba- 
con, 6  Ind.  (Porter),  205;  Sullivan  v. 


Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co., 
58  Ind.  26;  Honner  v.  The  111.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  15  III.  550;  Chicago  &  Al- 
ton R.  R.  Co.  V.  Murphy,  53  ill.  3:^6; 
S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  48;  Toledo,  Wabash 
&  Western  Ry.  Co.  r.  Durkin,  76  111. 
395;  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Scheuring,  4  Bradw.  (111.),  533;  Mur- 
ray V,  The  So.  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Mc- 
Mullan,  :«5;  Whaalan  r.  The  Mad 
River  &  Lake  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Ohio 
St.  R.  249;  Cumberland  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.  V.  Scally,  27  Md.  589;  Hanrathy 
V.  Northern  Centml  Ry.  Co.,  46  Md. 
280,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  188;  Hobinson 
1?.  H.  &  T.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  46  Tex.  540. 

13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  303;  Hardy  v.  Caro- 
lina  Central  Ry.  Co.,  76  N.  Car.  5, 

14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  309;  Mulhemn  r. 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
R.  R.  Co.,  81  Penn.  St.  366,  15  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  456;  Osborne  v.  Knox  &  Lin- 
coln R.  R.  Co.,  68  Me.  49, 19  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  7;  Hlake  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  70  Me.  60;  Ragsdale  v,  Memphis 
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And  in  Midsouri  it  is  h«ld  that  Sec.  2  of  the  "  Dumage  Act " 
of  that  state  (Wagner's  Stat,  p.  519),  which  gives  a  right  of  ac- 
tion against  a  railroad  company  "whenever  any  person  shall 
die  from  any  injury  resulting  from,  or  occasioned  by,  the  negli- 
gence, unskillfulness  or  criminal  intent  of  any  officer,  agent, 
servant  or  employe,"  does  not  alter  the  common  law  rule  in  tiiis 
respect.* 

Whei'e  there  is  a  conflict  in  tho  evidence,  the  question  in 
whose  employment  the  injured  person  was  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
jury should  be  left  to  the  jury." 

And  it  does  not  matter  to  the  contrarv,  that  the  servai  ts 
are  employed  in  different  department*  or  duties,  if  the  em- 
ployment be  in  the  same  business  enterprise,  and  by  the  same 
master.  Thus,  it  is  expressly  holden  that  the  duties  of  switch- 
man and  engineer,  on  the  same  road,  though  different  and  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  and  discharged  necessarily  by  persons 
liaving  no  control  over  each  other,  or  one  over  the  other,  arc  of 


&  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.,  59  Tenn:  426, 
20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  182;  Colorado  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  O^nlen.  3  Col.  499; 
Summerhays  v.  Kansas  Pacific  Ry. 
Co.,  2  Col.  484,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  353; 
Hough  V.  Tex.  &  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  100 
U.  S.  213,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  451;  Ho- 
gan  V.  Cent.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  49  Cal. 
128;  Mobile  &  M.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Smith,  59 
Ala.  245.  But  as  to  one  hired  merely 
by  the  day,  and  not  in  service  on  the 
day  and  at  the  time  of  the  injury,  then 
the  rule  does  ftot  apply,  and  the  action 
lies  as  in  injuries  to  othere  generally: 
Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  State, 
33  Md.  542.  And  so  a  servant  may 
recover  against  the  company  it  in- 
jured without  his  own  fault  by  reason 
of  a  car  being  unfit  for  service,  and 
the  road  blocked  by  ice,  negligently 
allowed  to  remain:  Fifield  v.  Northern 
R.  R.  Co.,  42  N.  H.  225.  And  it 
matters  not  in  what  the  negligence  of 
the  co-servant  consists,  whether  in 
want  of  care  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
department  of  the  common  business, 
or  in  failing  to  report  the  defective 


oofldition  of  machinery:  Hanrathy  r. 
N.  C.  Ry.  Co.,  supra.  The  rule  applies 
to  one  voluntarily  assisting  a  servant 
of  the  company  in  an  emergency: 
Osborne  v.  K.  &  L.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 
But  where  an  employe  is  injured 
partly  through  the  contributory  neg- 
ligence of  a  co-servant,  but  mainly  by 
reason  of  the  defective  condition  of 
the  track,  a  recovery  may  be  had: 
Stetler  p.  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Ry.  Co.,  49  Wis.  609;  S.  C.*6  N.  W. 
Repr.  303,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  89;  S.  C. 
(on  former  appeal),  46  Wis.  497. 

^  Proctor  V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph 
R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  112;  S.  C.  9  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  440.  And  see  Louisville  & 
Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Robertson,  9 
Heisk.  276,  20»Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9. 

'Shultz  V.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  40  Wis.  589,  13 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  453.  And  so  of  the 
question  of  co-servants:  Mullan  v. 
Phil.  &  S.  M.  Steamship  Co.,  78 
Penn.  St.  25;  Hass  v.  Same,  88  Id. 
269;  Holton  c.  Daly,  4  Bradw.  (111.), 
25. 
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such  character  as  to  come  witliin  the  rule  of  law  wliicli  prevents 
a  recovery  against  their  common  master  or  employer  for  an  in- 
jury received  by  either  from  the  negligence  or  want  of  care  of 
the  other,  when  the  road  is  being  operated  and  exclusively  con- 
trolled by  such  employer.* 

When  the  object  to  be  accomplished  is  one  and  the  same, 
when  the  employers  are  the  same,  and  the  several  persons  em- 
ployed derive  their  authority  and  receive  their  compensation  from 
the  same  source,  then  the  nearness  or  distance  from  each  other 
of  the  persons  Cfl.using  or  receiving  the  injury  may  not  enter 
into  the  qnestiou  as  to  the  master's  liability.  The  exemption  of 
the  master  from  liability  is  not  based  so  much  upon  the  better 
means  of  the  servant  of  caring  for  his  safety  when  employed 
in  immediate  connection  with  those  from  whose  negligence  he 
suffers,  nor  upon  the  better  means  thereby  of  observing  the 
fitness  of  such  fellow  servant  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
committed  to  his  charge,  but  for  the  reason  that  the  "implied 
contract"  of  the  employer  to  indemnify  the  servant  for  injuries, 
does  not  extend  further  than  for  the  negligence  of  himself.*'* 

In  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad  Company  v.  Murphy,  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Illinois,  Lawrence,  Justice,  lay  down  the  rule  as 
to  the  relative  employment  of  servants  which  will  exempt  the 
company  from  liability  for  injuries  received  by  one,  by  reason  of 
the  negligence  of  another,  to  be  this:  That  their  ordinary  oc- 
cupations in  their  service  bear  such  relations  to  each  other,  that 
the  cai'eless  or  negligent  conduct  of  one  may  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  other;  that  then  such  danger  is  incident  to  their 
employment,  and  that  if  one  be  injured  by  the  negligence  of 
the  other,  no  recovery  can  be  had  for  the  injury;  and  that  such 
relationship  of  the  service  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  decision 
of  a  jury.  The  court  say:  "When  the  ordinary  duties  and  occu- 
pations of  the  servants  of  a  common  master  are   such  that  one 

>  Memphis*  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.  R.  R.  Co.,  v.  Carroll,  6  Heisk.  347,  12 

V.  Thomas,  51  Mias.  637;  Farwell  v.  Am.   Ry.  Rep.   20;  Nashville  &   De- 

The  Beaton  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  catur  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Jones,  9  Id.  27,  19 

4  Met.  49;  Oilman  v.  Eastern  R.   R.  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  261;  Louisville  &  Nji-sh- 

Co.,  10  Allen,  233;  Walker  v.  Boston  ville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bowler,  Id,  866,  20 

&  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  12S  Mass.  8;  S.  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  65. 

C.  lAm.   &  Eng.   R.  R.   Cas.    141.  '  Farwell  p.  Tlie  Boston  &  Worcester 

Bat  it  is  otherwise  in  Tenn. :  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Met.  49* 
&  Chattenooga  R.  R.  Co.,  and  M.  &  C.  * 
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is  necessarily  exposed  to  hazard  by  the  carelessness  of  another, 
they  must  be  supposed  to  have  voluntarily  taken  the  risks  of  such 
possible  carelessness  when  they  entered  the  service,  and  must 
be  regarded  as  fellow  servants,  within  the  meaning  of  this  rule."  * 
The  fact  that  one  of  such  servants  may  receive  his  orders  from 
one  source,  and  the  other  one  of  such  servants  receives  his  orders 
from  another  atid  different  source,  will  not  alter  the  case  so  as 
to  render  the  company  liable,  if  they  be  fellow  servants  of  a 
common  master,  working  at  the  time  of  the  injury  at  the  same 
place  where  it  occurs,  or  to  subserve  the  same  interests,  and  with 
their  occupations  so  related  to  each  other  that  their  safety  nec- 
essarily depends,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  upon  the  carefulness 
of  each  other.  In  such  cases  they  are  presumed  to  have  known 
of  the  relative  dangers  liable  to  arise  in  the  course  of  their  em- 
ployment, and  to  have  contracted   their  engagements  accord- 

Such  is  not  only  the  settled  American,  but  also  English,  author- 
ity on  the  subject,  apart  from  the  stat^itory  regulations  adopted  to 
the  contrary.  The  only  American  case  with  which  we  have  met 
tcMiding  to  a  contrary  rule,  is  that  of  the  Little  Miama  Railroad 
Company  v.  Stevens;*  but  which,  upon  a  close  examination,  rather 
avoids  than  overrides  the  rule.  The  decision  there  goes  mainly 
upon  the  principle  or  supposed  fact  of  the  case,  that  the  company, 
in  its  aggregate  superior  capacity,  was  negligent  itself,  directly,  in 
not  informing  its  engineer  of  a  change  of  place  of  the  passing  of 
trains  upon  the  road.  In  that  case,  a  divided  court  held  the  im- 
puted omission  to  have  been  that  of  the  company  itself,  and  not 
that  of  an  ordinary  servant.  This  case  is  nowhere  recognized, 
that  we  have  seen,  as  changing  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  original 
text  hereof. 

It  is  well  settled  that  a  corporation  can  not  act  personally; 
that  it  requires  some  person  to  superintend  structures,  purchase 
and  control  cars,  employ  and  discharge  men,  and  provide  all  the 
needful  appliances.  This  can  only  be  done  by  agents.  When  the 
directors  themselves  act  as  such  agents,  they,  as  the  executive 
head,  represent  the  corporation.     Wlien  they  devolve  those  duties 

>  53  III.  a%.  339,  340;  S,  C.  5  Am.  »20  Ohio,  415.    See  Cleveland,  Co- 

R.  48  and  50.  lumbus  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v.   Keary, 

2  Chi.  &  Alton  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Murphy,  3  Ohio  St.  201;  Burke  v.  Norwich  & 

515  III.  336.  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  84  Conn.  474. 
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of  execntire  head,  in  reference  to  any  portion  of  their  duties,  npon 
some  one  else  appointed  to  perform  them,  then  snch  appointee 
in  that  particular  matter,  equally  as  much  so  as  if  done  by  them- 
selves, represents  the  corporation;  and  though  in  doin^  so  he 
may  be,  and  is,  a  servant  of  the  corporation,  inasmuch  as  he 
serves  it,  yet  he  is  not  in  these  respects  a  fellow-servant,  co- 
laborer  or  co-employe,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  these  terms, 
although  he  may  labor  with  and  like  others  who  are  to  each 
other  co-laborers.  In  this  respect  he  is  head;  he  is  master. 
Thus,  when  he  employs  servants,  makes  selections  of  machiner}', 
tools  and  other  appliances,  then  his  acts  are  executive,  and  are 
those  of  a  master,  and  the  comjmny  whom  he  represents  are  such 
master  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  and  are  responsible  that  he  shall 
act  with  a  reasonable  deo:ree  of  care  for  the  safetv  and  life  of 
those  under  his  or  their  employ.  His  executive  acts  are  the 
acts  of  the  company;  his  negligence  is  their  negligence;  his  con- 
trol is  their  control;  in  this  he  has  no  equal,  and  is  not  in  this 
respect  the  mere  equal  of  the  common  laborer  or  servant,  as  a 
co-laborer  or  servant.  Therefore,  his  nea:lect  is  not  the  neffli- 
gence  of  a  co-servant,  co-laborer  or  co-employe,  and  the  doctrine, 
•though  well  established  and  highly  proper  in  its  place,  which 
protects  the  company  or  master  from  responsibility  for  injuries 
resulting  to  a  servant  or  employe  from  the  negligence  of  his 
fellow-servant  or  employe,  does  not  apply.* 

And  in  selecting  agents  and  servants,  railroad  companies  are 
bound  to  the  exercise  of  diligence  and  care,  that  they  employ 
or  retain  in  their  service,  in  its  different  departments,  only  such 
persons  as  are  safe,  capable  and  trustworthy.  They  are  not  ab- 
solutely bound  that  their  servants  shall  be  snch,  but  are  bound 


'  Brickner  v.  The  New  York  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co..  2  Lans.  606;  Wriffht  r. 
New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  25  N.  Y. 
565;  Warner  r.  The  Erie  Rv.  Co  ,  39 
N.  Y.  471 ;  Fuller  v,  Jewett,  80  N.  Y. 
46;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Can. 
109;  McDermott  v.  Pacific  R  R. 
Co.,  80  Mo.  115;  Rohback  v.  Pacific  R. 
R.  Co.,  43  Mo.  187; » Gibson  p.  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  46  Mo.  163;  Harper  t». 
The  Indianapolis  A  St.  Loais  R.  R. 
Co.,  47  Mo.  567;  8.  C.  4  Am.  R.  353; 
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Snowt;.  The  Housatonic  R.  R.  Co.,  8 
Allen,  444;  Gilman  r.  The  Ea«tern  R. 
R.  Co.,  10  Allen,  2^^^;  Noyes  v.  Smith, 
28  Vt.  63;  Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Barber,  5  Ohio  St.  564; 
111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  t?.  Jewell,  46  III. 
99;  m.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Welch,  52 
111.  183;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  593;  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
McLallen,  84  111.  109,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  425;  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Dolan,  32  Mich.  010. 
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to  diligence  and  care  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  sncli;  and  mere  fg- 
iiorance  of  the  unworthiness  or  unfitness  is  no  excuse,  if,  by  proper 
diligence  and  care,  such  unsuitableness  might  have  been  known 
to  the  compai.y,  that  is,  to  those  managing  that  portion  of  its 
executive  or  administrative  affairs.* 

But  if  also  known  to  the  injured  employe,  and  he  still  con- 
tinue to  retain  his  employment  as  a  co-servant,  co-employe  or 
laborer  of  such  unfit  fellow-servant,  without  objection,  then 
such  knowledge  on  his  part,  and  continued  exposure  to  the 
dangers  of  co-service  with  such  unfit  employe,  will  prevent  a  re- 
covery for  injuries  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  the  person 
thus  known  to  be  unfit  for  his  place,  unless  such  continued  serv- 
ice of  the  injured  servant  arise  from  promises  held  out  by  the 
company  of  displacing  such  unfit  person.  Where  both  parties 
have  equal  knowledge,  or  means  of  knowledge,  and  the  servant 
continues,  this  rule  applies.^ 

In  Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad  Company  v.  Barber,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Ohio  say:  "The  duty  imposed  on  the  com- 
pany by  the  relation  occupied  by  the  conductor,  was  to  use 
reasonable  and  ordinary  care  and  diligence  in  furnishing  him 
with  sutficient,  sound  and  safe  cars  and  machinerv  for  the  train: 
This  duty  required  not  only  that  the  company  should  use  proper 
skill  and  diligence  in  procuring  and  furnishing  suflScient  and 
safe  cars  and  machinery,  but  also  when  notified  that  they  had 
become  insuflicient  and  unsafe,  or  when  they  had  been  in  use  as 
long  as  they  could  with  safety  be  used,  to  take  them  off  the  road 
until  repaired  and  made  sufficient  and  safe.  And  for  any  injury 
sustained  by  an  agent  or  employe  of  the  company,  from  any 
neglect  of  this  duty,  the  company  would  be  liable.  But  the  re- 
lation  occupied  by  the  agent  or  employe   imposes  a  reciprocal 


>  Gibson  t?.  The  Pacific  R.R.  Co., 
46  Mo.  163;  Harper  v.  The  Indianap- 
oUs  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Mo.  567; 
S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  353;  Moss  v.  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  49  Mo.  167;  Gilmanu.  The 
Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Allen,  233;  Sam- 
merhays  v.  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  2 
Col.  484,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  ^59. 

2  Davis  r.  The  Detroit  &  Milwaukee 
R.  R.  Co.,  20  Mich.  105;  S.  C.  4  Am. 
R.  364;  Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie  R.  R, 


Co.  V.  Barber.  5  Ohio  St.  564;  The  In- 
dianapolis &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  9.  Love, 
10  Ind.  556;  Thayer  v.  St.  Louis, 
Alton  &  T.  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  Ind.  29; 
Kroy,  admr.,  v.  Chi,,  R.  Island  &  P. 
R.  R.  Co.,  32  Iowa,  357;  Greenleaf 
V.  Dubuque  &  Sioux  City  R.  R.  Co.,  33 
Iowa,  52;  Devitt  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
50  Mo.  302;  Summerhays  v.  K.  P. 
Ry.  Co.,  supra. 
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duty  upon  him.'*  And  that  "  if  he  knew  of  the  defects  and  in- 
sufficiency of  the  cars  or  machinery,  and  without  taking  the  nec- 
essary and  proper  precaution  to  guard  against  danger,  continued 
to  use  them,  he  took  upon  himself  the  risk,  and  waived  his  right 
as  against  the  company."  ^ 

So  in  the  case  cited  from  52  Illinois,  Illinois  Central  Bailroad 
Company  v.  Welch,  which  was  an  action  for  injuries  received  as 
a  brakeman  on  a  train  of  said  company,  by  striking  against  a 
projecting  awning  as  the  train  was  moving,  it  appeared  from 
the  evidence  that  the  company  was  informed  of  the  dangerous 
projection,  and  had  failed  to  remove  it,  and  that  the  plaintiff 
was  not  informed  of  such  structure  and  danger,  haying  been  ac- 
customed to  pass  there  (except  two  trips)  in  the  night  It  was 
holden  that  the  company  were  liable.  In  this  case  the  court  re- 
affirmed the  doctrine  of  Chicago  &  Northwestern  E..  R.  Co.  v. 
Swett,  45  111.  201,  as  to  the  obligation  of  the  company  to  furnish 
safe  materials  and  structures,  and  to  properly  construct  its 
road,  with  all  its  necessary  appurtenances,  and  keep  the  same  in 
proper  repair.* 

But  if  a  road  be  owned  and  controlled  by  one  set  of  propri- 
etors, whose  duty  it  be  to  keep  it  in  repair  and  in  fit  condition 
at  all  times  for  passing  trains  owned  by  another  set  of  propri- 
etors paying  toll  for  the  use  thereof,  so  that  the  switch  tender 
be  the  employe  and  servant  of  the  one  party,  and  the  engineer 
the  employe  of  the  other  party,  then  they  are  as  strangers  to 
each  other,  as  has  been  intimated  by  a  learned  jurist,  and  under 
such  circumstances  the  authorities  are  inclined  to  favor  a  recov- 
ery for  an  injury  received  by  one  of  them  by  reason  of  the  neg- 


liorence  of  the  other.* 

>  5  Ohio  St.  564,  565.  And  see  Da- 
vis V.  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  Mich.  105;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R. 
364,  375;  Devitt  p.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
50  Mo.  302. 

« Ulinoia  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Welch, 
52  HI.  183;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  593.  See 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R  R. 
Co.  V.  Gregory,  58  III.  272;  Chicago  & 
la.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Russell,  91  III.  298; 
Dorsey  9;  Phillips  &  C.  Const.  Co.,  42 
Wis.  583, 


•  Farwell  r.  The  Boston  &  Worces- 
ter R.  R.  Co.,  4  Met.  49.  And  see 
Swainson  v.  North  Eastern  Ky.  Co., 
Law  Rep.  3  Exch.  Div.  841,  18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  569;  Warburton  p.  Great 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  2  Exch. 
30.  These  latter  were  cases  of  con- 
necting roads  using  the  same  depots 
or  junctions,  but  employing  different 
servants.  But  one  company  is  not  lia- 
ble to  its  servant  for  the  neglig^^nce  of 
the  servants  of  another  company  using 
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So  the  ordinary  duties  of  an  employe  or  servant  of  a  railroad 
company  may  be  so  separate  and  distinct  from  the  business  of 
running  its  trains,  or  occupation  thereon,  that  he  will  be  able  to 
maintain  an  action  for  injury  received  as  a  passenger  on  the 
road,  as  in  case  of  other  passengers,  as  has  been  holden;  for  in- 
stance, in  case  of  a  mere  book-keeper  in  the  office  of  a  railway, 
who  was  injured  whilst  a  passenger  on  one  of  the  trains  of  the 
company  by  whom  he  was  employed;  for  in  such  cases  the  rela- 
tionship of  relative  service  no  longer  exists,  but  the  party  in- 
jured stands  for  the  time  being  in  the  relation  of  a  passenger.' 

And  in  case  the  injury  occur  whilst  the  servant  is  employed, 
b}^  order  of  his  superior,  in  a  different  duty  and  relative  employ- 
ment, and  more  especially  in  a  more  hazardous  one  than  that 
contemplated  ordinarily  by  the  nature  of  his  engagement,  then 
the  reason  of  the  rule  no  longer  exists,  and  neither  does  the  ex- 
emption ;  for  in  such  case  the  servant  is  not  presumed  to  have  con- 
tracted his  engagement  with  reference  to  the  danger  to  which  he  is 
thus  exposed  in  discharging  the  duties  of  a  different  branch  of  the 
business  than  that  for  which  he  was  employed.  Therefore,  if 
injured  from  negligence,  and  without  fault  on  his  part,  when 
thus  discharging  duties^  not  within  the  line  of  his  ordinary  and 
originally  contemplated  employment,  he  may  recover,  although 
the  negliorence  be  that  of  a  fellow  servant.' 


its  road:  Clark  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R. 
Co.,  92  III.  43;  Chi.,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Clark,  2  Brad^-.  (111.).  596. 

»Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Keefe, 
47  111.  108;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Murphy,  53  111.  336;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R. 
48;  Manville  v,  Cleveland  &  Toledo 
R.  R.  Co.,  11  Ohio  St.  424. 

'Lalor  V.  Chi.,  Burling'ton  &  Quincy 
R.  R.  Co.,  52  111.  401;  Union  Pac.  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Fort,  17  Wall.  553;  Chicago 
&  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Bayfield,  37 
Mich.  205;  Hurst  v.  Chi..  R.  I.  &  P. 
R.  R.  Co.,  49  III.  76;  Mann  v.  Oriental 
Print  Works,  11  R.  I.  152.  But  see 
Hanrathy  v.  Northern  Central  Ry.  Co., 
46  Md.  280,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  188.  in 
which  a  distinction  is  made  where  the 
servant  voluntarily  undertook  such 
other    employment;   and   Hawley  v. 


Northern  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  17  Hun,  115; 
Davis  r.  Detroit  &  Milw.  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  Mich.  105.  The  role  that  a 
master  is  not  liable  for  injuries  sus- 
tained by  one  servant  through  the 
negh'gence  of  another  servant,  does 
not  apply  wiere  the  servant  at  the 
time  of  the  iigury  is  not  acting  in  the 
service  of  the  master:  Washburn  v, 
Nashville  &  Chattanooga  R.  R.  Co.,  8 
Head,  638;  Hutchinson  v.  York,  N.  & 
B.  Ry.  Co.,  5  Exch.  343;  Tunney  v. 
Midland  Rv.  Co.,  L.  R.  1  C.  P.  291. 
But  where  a  conductor  engages  in 
coupling  and  uncoupling  voluntarily, 
he  is  outside  of  his  duty  and  at  fault, 
unless  there  be  a  pressing  emergency: 
Central  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  v.  Seare, 
59  Ga.  4S6,  18  Am.  Ry.  "Rep.  100. 
But  if  the  conductor  in  good  faitli  be- 
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It  IS  error  to  charge  the  jury  tliat  "  when  a  party  contracts  to 
perfonu  a  service  which  from  its  very  nature  is  attended  with 
more  than  ordinary  risk,  he  must  take  the  consequences  himself, 
and  can  only  look  to  his  employers  when  the  latter,  through  itself 
or  agents,  has  unnecessarilj^,  improperly,  or  in  an  unusual  man- 
ner, exposed  him  to  danger  that  ought  to  have  been  avoided." 
The  questions  to  be  submitted  to  the  jury  are  the  fault  of  the 
plaintiff  and  the  negligence  of  the  company,  without  regard  to 
the  nature  of  the  business.  If  tire  business  is  very  dangerous, 
the  duty  rests  upon  both  parties  to  use  the  more  care  and  dili- 
gence, and  their  duties  are  equal.*  And  when  the  plaintiff,  by 
reason  of  the  imperfect  condition  of  his  hands,  is  unfitted  to  per- 
form tlic  duty  with  which  he  is  entrusted,  this  will  not  affect 
the  question  of  the  fault  or  negligence  of  either  party.  The 
company  should  notice  such  defect  before  employing  the  serv- 
ant.* The  presumption  of  law  that  the  plaintiff,  l)eing  an  em- 
ploye, is  witliout  fault,  only  arises  when  he  is  engaged  in  em- 
ployment wholly  disconnected  with  the  particular  business  in 
which  he  is  injured.' 


heved  such  emergrency  to  exist,  then 
he  will  not  be  at  fault:  Ibid.  But 
even  then  he  must  not  act  recklessly 
or  itr  prudently,  and  it  is  a  question 
for  the  jury  whether  he  has :  Ibid. 

*  Central  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  v. 
Kelly,  58  Ga.  107,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
114;  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Mo- 
randa,  93  111.  302.  But  see  Schuitz  v, 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  R.  R.  Co.,  44 
Wis.  638,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  146;  Val- 
tez  V.  Ohio  &  Miss.  Ry.  C  j  .  85  III.  500; 
Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Black,  88  111.  112,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
290;  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  i?.  Smith- 
son,  45  Mich.  212,  1  Am.  &  Kng.  R. 
R.  Gas.  101;  McAndrews  c.  Bums,  10 
Vroom.  117;  Mullan  v,  Phil.  &  S.  M. 
S.  Co.,  78  Penn.  St.  25;  Cumberland 
&  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  44  Md. 

283. 

*  Central  R.  R.  &  B.  Co.  v.  Kelly,  su- 
pra. And  BO  where  the  employe  is  an 
infant,  he  can  be  held  to  no  higher  de- 
gree of  intelligence  than  his  youth 


will  warrant:  O'Connor  p.  Adams,  120 
Mass.  427;  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co. 
r.  Bayfi.'ld,  37  Mich.  205;  St.  Louis  & 
South  Eastern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Vaiirius,  66 
Ind.  511,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  116;  Hill 
V.  Gust,  55  Ind.  45;  Dowling  v,  Al- 
len, 6  Mo.  App.  195;  Bridges  v.  St. 
Louis,  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern  R. 
R.  Co.,  Jdf.  389.  It  is  gross  negligence 
in  the  company  to  employ  such  person, 
unless  he  is  informed  as  to  the  dan- 
gerous character  of  the  business,  and 
instructed  how  to  avoid  it:  St.  L.  & 
S.  E.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Vaiirius,  supra.  But 
the  rule  precluding  a  recovery  for  in- 
juries occasioned  by  tiie  negligence  of 
a  fellow  servant,  applies  to  minors: 
DeGraff  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R. 
Co.,  76  N.  Y.  125, 8  Thomp.  &  C.  255; 
Sullivan  p.  Toledo,  Wabash  &  West- 
em  Ry.  Co.,  58  Ind.  26;  Houston  & 
Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co  p.  Miller,  51 
Tex.  270. 
« Central  R.  R.  &  B.  Co.  v.  Kelly, 
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A  niilroad  company  may  make  reasonal>le  rules  to  regulate 
the  conduct  of  its  employes.  Wliether  the  rule  be  reasonable, 
involves  the  question  of  power  to  make  it,  and  must  therefore 
l)e  determined  by  the  court;  but  whether  it  is  adequate  for  the 
safety  of  others,  and  the  management  of  trains,  is  a  question  for 
the  jury.*  And  where  a  time  schedule  is  furnished  to  conduct- 
ors and  engineers,  it  is  a  breach  of  orders  to  vary  therefrom, 
and  to  enter  upon  a  trip  at  any  other  time,  unless  by  express  or- 
ders fi*om  some  general  officer  of  the  road.^  Tlie  engineer  can 
not  excuse  himself  for  a  violation  of  such  scliedule  by  setting 
up  an  order  from  the  conductor.*.  The  burden  of  proof  is  on 
the  employe  to  establish  that  the  violation  of  a  rule  by  him  did 
not  contribute  to  the  injur3\  Of  course,  if  the  violation  of  rules 
did  not  contribute  to  the  injury,  it  will  not  defeat  a  recovery. 
As  where  an  engineer  violated  a  rule  of  the  company  by  per- 
mitting another  engineer  to  ride  upon  the  engine  with  him,  and 
it  appeared  such  violation  of  the  rule  had  no  connection  with 
the  injury,  it  was  held  no  defense.* 

3.  Its  application  extended  by  statute. — At  common  law, 
the  doctrine  of  respondeat  superior  does  not  apply  to  cases  of 
injuries  to  a  servant -caused  by  the  negligence  of  a  co-servant 
of  the  injured  person  in  a  common  employment;  but  by  statute, 
in  many  of  the  states,  this  rule  is  abolished  as  to  railroad  corpo- 
rations and  their  servants,  and  these  corporate  bodies  are  held 
liable  for  such  injuries,  subject  to  such  defenses  of  contributive 
negligence,  comparative  negligence,  or  other  defense  in  law,  as 
would  be  available  in  like  cases  of  injuries  and  actions  wherein 
the  question  as  to  co-serv^ants  is  not  involved.  Snch  enactments 
are  held  valid.* 


supra;    Same  v.  Sears,  59  Ga.  436, 
18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  100. 

*  Chicago»  Burlington  &  Quincy  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  McL!illen,  84  111.  109,  16 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  425. 

*  Georgia  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  v. 
McDade,  59  Ga.  73,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rop. 
183;  Wolsey  v.  Lake  Shore  &  Mich. 
Southern  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Ohio  St.  227; 
Lyon  r.  Detroit,  L.  &  L.  M.  R.  R.  Co., 
31  Mich.  429;  Shanny  v.  Androscog- 
gin Mills,  66  Me.  420;  Lake  Shore  & 


Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.  r.  Roy,  5 
Bradw.  (111.),  82. 

» Ga.  R.  R.  &  B.  Co.  v.  McDade, 
sujyra. 

*  Central  R.  R.  Co.  f>.  Mitchell,  63 
Ga.  173;  S.  C.  1  Am.  and  Eng.  R.  R. 
Cas.  145. 

s  Hunt  p.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co., 
20  Iowa,  863;  Schroeder  v.  Chi.,  R.  I, 
A:  P.  H.  R.  Co.,  41  la.  344;  Potter  v, 
Chi.,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  46  la.  399, 
16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  57;  Pyne  v.  C,  B.  & 
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The  doctrine  of  respondeat  Sfuperior  does  not  apply  to  the 
railroad  corporation  in  reference  to  acts  done  by  the  servant  or 
employe  of  the  contractor  of  the  corporation,  ordering  and  pros- 
ecuting the  work  under  his  own  direction,'  In  such  case  tlie 
principle  applies  to  the  contractor  himself,  he  being  the  imme- 
diate and  actual  superior  of  the  servant.  But  if  no  more  is  done 
than  the  law  allows,  and  nothing  be  done  except  in  a  legal  man- 
ner, no  liability  will  rest  on  cither  the  contractor  or  company." 
But  the  exemption  of  the  company  is  not  permitted  where  the 
contractor  or  his  servant  is  engaged  in  the  exercise  of  the  power 


Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  54  la.  223;  S.  C.  6  N.W. 
Repr.   281,   21    Am.   Ry.   Rep.  229; 
Thompson  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  k  Bkg.  Co., 
54  Ga.  509;  Western  &  Atlantic  R.  R. 
R.  Co.  p.  Adams,  55  Ga.  279;  Marsh  p. 
S.  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  56  Ga.  274;  Georpna 
R.  R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  p.  Rhodes,  U,  B^O; 
Ditbemer  v.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,   47  Wis.  138,  21  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  37.    In  Iowa,  the  statute 
only    extends    to    those  engaged   in 
the  actual  operation  of  the  road,  and 
not  to  all  persons  employed  by  the 
company:  Potter  p.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry. 
Co.,  and  Schroeder  p.  same,  supra. 
Bat  it  is  otherwise  in  Pennsylvania: 
Ricard    p.    N.    Penn.   R.  R.  Co.,  89 
Penn.  St.  193.    In  determining  wheth- 
er a  locomotive  engineer,  injured  by  a 
colliiiion,  is  guilty  of  negligence  in  not 
jumping  off  the  engine,  thie  standard, 
of  ordinary  care  and  prudence  on  h  s 
part  mu8t  be  fixed  with  reference  to 
the  peculiar  responsibilities  of  his  em- 
ployment:   Cottrill  p.  C,  M.  &  St.  P. 
Ry'Co.,  47  Wis.  634,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
66.      A    railroad    company    is    not 
obliged,  under  the  statute  of  Illinois 
compelling  the  delivery  of  grain  to 
warehouses  (Rev.  St.  1874,  ch.  114, 
sec.  82),  to  run  its  trains  upon  a  track 
unfit  for  use.  and  for  injuries  thus  re- 
sulting to  an  employe  they  are  liable: 
Stetler  p.  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Ry. 
Co.,  49  Wis.  609;  S.  C.  6  N.  W.  Repr. 
303,  21    Am.  Ry.  Rep.  89.     Where 


an  employe  was  injured,  partly 
through  the  contributory  negligence 
of  a  co-servant,  but  mainly  by  rea- 
son of  the  defective  condition  of 
the  track,  it  was  held  that  such  con- 
tributory negligence  would  not  pre- 
clude a  recovery:  Ibid,  and  S.  C.  (on 
former  appeal),  46  Wis.  497.  Under 
the  Iowa  Code,  sec.  1307,  it  is  held 
that  a  detective  directed  by  a  superior 
to  walk  along  the  track  and  make  cer- 
tain investigations,  is  engaged  in  serv- 
ice exposinsr  him  to  the  hazards  of 
operating  a  railroad,  and  is  within 
that  section:  Pyne  p.  C,  B.  &  Q.  Ry. 
Co.,  supra.  Where  the  iiyury  occurs 
in  another  state  than  that  where  suit 
is  brought,  the  liability  is  tested  by 
the  laws  of  that  state:  Stetler  p.  Chi- 
cago &  Northwestern-  Ry.  Co.,  46 
Wis.  497,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  402.  Such 
statutes  have  no  extra-territorial  ef- 
fect: Anderson  p.  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  37  Wis.  321.  And  in 
Wisconsin  the  statute  does  not  apply 
to  employes:  Berg  p.  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  50  Wis. 
419;  S.  C.  7  N.  W.  Repr.  347. 

*  Clark's  Adm'x  p.  Hannibal  &  St. 
Joe  R.  R.  Co.,  36  Mo.  202;  Young  p. 
New  York  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Bar- 
bour (N.  Y.),  229;  Burke  p.  Norwich 
&  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Conn.  474. 

2  Clark's  Adm'x  p.  Hannibal  &  St. 
Jos  R-  R.  Co.,  36  Mo.  202. 
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of  eminent  domain,  or  in  Bome  act  whicli  is  permitted  to  be 
done  by  the  charter,  bnt  which,  without  sucli  special  power, 
wonld  be  nnlawful.  In  sucli  case  the  company  is  held  liable^ 
upon  grounds  of  public  ix>licy,  tor  the  acts  of  the  contractor  in 
excess  of  the  power.  But  this  exception  does  not  extend  to 
torts  committed  by  the  contractor  not  in  the  execution  of  such 
powers.* 

4.  How  far  applicable  to  the  company  for  acts  of  contract- 
or's servant. — Tlie  principles  of  respondeat  superior  do  not  ap- 
ply as  between  a  mil  road  corporation  and  its  contractor,  exjcut- 
in,i>:  ftn  independent  contract  in  the  contractor's  own  manner,  and 
under  his  sole  control,  so  that  there  is  no  relation  of  master  and 
servant  existing  between  them.'  But  if  the  very  act  con^iplained 
of,  as  also  the  objectionable  manner  of  performing  it,  be  au. 
thorized  and  contracted  for  by  the  company,  and  has  its  concur- 
rence, or  be  done  under  its  superintendence,  then  the  company 
is  liable,  upon  the  elementary  principle  that  whoever  aids,  as- 
sists or  procures  the  commission  of  a  trespass,  or  other  wrong, 
is  liable  as  a  principal  for  the  injury  done  thereby.'    The  owner 


*  Cairo  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Woosley,  85  111.  370;  Houston  &  Great 
Northern  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Meador,  50 
Tex.  77;  Cunningham  r.  International 
R.  R.  Co.,  51  Tex.  503. 

*  Carman  and  another  v.  The  Steu- 
benville  &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Ohio  St. 
399;  McCdfFerty  r.  Spuyten  Duyvil  & 
Port  Morris  R.  R.  Co.,  61  N.  Y.  178, 12 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  105;  Slater  v,  Merse- 
reau,  64  N.  Y.  138;  Rourke  i?.  White 
Moss  Colliery  Co.,  Law  Rep.  2  C.  P. 
Div.  205;  Pearson  ».  Cox,  Id,  369; 
Gilbert  v,  Halpin,  3  Irish  Jur.,  (N.  S.) 
300;  Richmond  t.  Russell,  11  Cas.  Ct. 
Sess.  (2d  Ser.),  10:15;  S.  C.  12  Id.  887 
(Scotch);  Wray  v.  Evans,  80  Penn.  St 
102;  Haas  r.  Phil.  &  S.  M.  St.  Co.,  88 
Id.  269;  Carter  ».  Berlin  Mills  Co.,  58 
N.  H.  52;  Kansas  Cent,  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Fitzsimmons,  18  Kans.  34;  S.  C.  22 
Kans.  6S6;  Cunnin£>:ham  v.  Int.  R.  R. 
Co.,  51  Tex.  5a3;  Tibbetts  r.  Knox  & 
Lincoln  R.  R.  Co.,  62  Me.  437;  Union 
Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hause,  1  Wyoming, 


27. 

*  Carman  and  another  r.  The  Steu- 
ben ville  &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Ohio  St. 
399;  McCatibrty  r.  S.  D.  &  P.  M.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra;  Ijake  Superior  Iron  Co.  v. 
Erickson,  39  Mich.  492;  Sercandat  r. 
Saisse,  Law  Rep.  1  P.  C.  152;  Robin- 
son V.  Webb,  11  Bush,  464;  Houston 
&  Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mea- 
dor,  50  Tex.  77.  See  Whitney  v.  Clif- 
ford, 46  Wis.  138.  And  so,  also,  in 
Enfrland.  When  that  cnly  is  done 
which  the  employei*  authorized  to  be 
done,  then,  if  it  be  a  wrong  act,  the 
master  is  responsible  for  the  wrong:. 
Ellis  V.  The  Sheffiold  Gas  Consumers* 
Co.,  2  El.  &  Bl.  767.  But  the  com- 
pany will  not  become  liable  to  la- 
borers employed  I  y  the  contractor  by 
furnishing  implements  and  materials 
for  the  work:  Central  R.  R.  &  Bank- 
ing Co.  ».  Grant  &  O'Hara,  46  Ga. 
417,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  427.  And  see 
King  i;.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R. 
Co.,  66  N.  Y.  181;  S.  C.  4  Hun,  769. 
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of  real  estate  is  held  to  no  stricter  rule  in  this  regard  than  the 
owner  of  personal  property,  unless  a  nuisance  is  creuted.* 

5.  Not  applicable  to  the  compaoy  as  to  injuries  committed 
by  passengers. — Notwithstanding  the  right  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany and  its  conductors  to  govern  and  control  within  its  own 
cars,  and  the  duty  of  passengers  to  observe  order  and  obey  all 
reasonable  commands,'  yet  there  is  no  such  privity  between  the 
company  or  its  conductors,  and  passengers  on  its  trains,  as  will 
render  the  company  liable,  upon  the  principles  of  respond' 
eat  superior,  in  an  action  for  wrongs  inflicted  by  passengers  on 
each  other.'  And  although  the  company  will  be  liable  tor  inju- 
ries inflicted  on  the  cars  by  disorderly  conduct  which  the  con- 
ductor makes  no  effort  to  prevent,  yet  it  is  not  liable  for  the  re- 
sults of  mob  violence  on  a  train,  which  is  beyond  the  power  of 
the  conductor  to  suppress/  And  though  railroad  companies  are 
bound  to  do  all  things  within  their  power  to  render  the  transit 
of  their  passengers  comfortable  and  safe,  in  the  ordinarj^  under- 
standing of  these  terms,  yet  they  are  not  bound  to  foresee  and 
provide  against  extraordinary  contingencies  growing  out  of  the 
wrong  acts  of  others,  or  of  the  passengers;  nor  are  they  bound 
to  provide  and  carry  with  their  trains  a  police  force  or  guard  to 
meet  the  emergency  of  mobs,  or  with  which  to  suppress  the  same.* 
"  It  is  not  more  the  duty  of  railroad  companies  to  transport 
their  passengers  safely  than  it  is  the  duty  of  passengers  to  be- 
have in  a  quiet  and  orderly  manner.  This  is  a  duty  which  pas- 
sengers owe  both  to  the  company  and    to  fellow-passengers,  and 

The  fact  that  the  company  has  power  supra;  Ryan  v.  Curran,  64  Ind.  345. 
ic  discharge  workmen  doee  not  affect  But  where  works  erected  by  the  con- 
its  liability:  Robinson  v.  Webb,  supra;  tractor  might  ordinarily  be  expected 
nor  power  to  terminate  the  contract:  to  result  in  an  injury,  the  landowner 
Wray  v,   Evans,  supra;    Schular  t>.  has  been  held  liable:  t 'ower  u.  Peate, 
Hudson  River  R.  R.Co.,  38  Barb.  653;  Law  Rep.  1  Q.  B.  Div.  321;  Angus  v, 
nor  provisions  in  the  contract  between  Dalton,  4  Id.  162. 
the  comnany  and  the  contractor,  mak-  '  Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry, 
ing  the  iatter  liable  for  all  injuries,  Co  v.  Hinds,  53  Penn.  St.  512. 
and  authorizing  the  company  to  with-  'Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry, 
hold  payments:    Tibbetts  v.  Knox  &  Co.  v.  Hinds,  53  Penn.  St.  512. 
Lincoln  R.  R.  Co.,  supra,  *  Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry. 

»McCafferty  v.  S.  D.  &  P.  M.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hinds,  53  Penn.  St.  512. 

Co.,  supra;  Kingr.  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  » Pittso  rgh,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry. 

R.  R.  Co.,  supra;  Robinson  v,  Webb,  Co.  v.  Hinds,  53  Penn.  St.  512. 
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when  one  is   injured  by  neglect  of  this  duty,  the  wrong-doer 
should  respond  in  damages."  * 

6.  The  rale  not  applicable  to  wiUfal  and  Independent  acts 
of  servant. — The  rule  of  respondeat  superior  does  not  apply  to 
the  independent  wrongful  act  of  a  servant,  not  authorized  or 
ratified  by  the  employer,  but  done  of  his  (the  servant's)  own 
mere  malice  or  private  hate,  although  done  under  pretense  of 
discharging  his  duty.  The  liability  is,  in  eiich  case,  on  the  serv- 
ant only.'  But  in  Illinois  it  is  held  that  if  servants  of  a  rail* 
road  company,  while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
pervert  the  appliances  of  the  company  to  wanton  and  malicious 
purposes,  the  company  is  liable  for  injury  resulting — as  in  case 
of  the  wanton  and  negligent  discharge  of  steam  so  as  to  frighten 
a  horse.'  In  the  absence  of  statutory  regulations,  it  is  lor  the 
jury  to  say  what  is  a  reasonable  use  of  signals.* 


>  Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry. 
Co.  V,  Hinds,  53  Penn  St.  512,  515. 

'  Evansville  &  Crawfordsville  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Baupi,  26  Ind.  70,  72;  Little 
Miami  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wetraore,  19  Ohio 
St.  110;  Rounds  v,  Del.,  Lack.  &  West- 
ern R.  R.  Co.,  64  N.  Y.  136;  Cohen  v. 
Dry  Dock,  E.  B.  &  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  69 
N.  Y.  170;  Hughes  v.  N.  Y.  &  New 
Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N.  Y.  Supr.  222; 
Stewart  r.  Brooklyn  Cross-town  R.  R. 
Co.,  9  iCepr.  759;  Penn.  Co.  r.  Too- 
mey,  91  Penn.  St.  2  >6;  S.  C.  37  Leg. 
Int.  lOo;  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Bayfield,  37  Mich.  205;  Snyder  r.  Han- 
nibal &  St.  Jos.  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo.  413. 

» Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V,  Harmon,  47  III.  298;  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Dickson,  63  HI.  151,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
45;  S.  C.  88  III.  431,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
328;  Nashville  &  Chattanooga  R.  R. 
Co.  9.  Stames,  9  Heisk.  52,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  280.  See,  also,  Phil.  Wilm. 
&  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Stinger,  78  Penn. 
St.  219;  Phil.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Killips,  88  Id.  405;  Georgia  R.  R.  Co. 
v%  Newsome,   60  Ga.  492;    Borst 


Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  Southern  Ry. 
Co.,  4  Hun,  346;  Manchester  S.  J.  & 
A.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Fullarton,  14  C.  B.  (N. 
S.),  54.  But  the  objection  that  the  act 
is  willful  must  be  taken  advantage  of 
by  motion  for  nonsuit,  or  asking  an 
instruction,  in  order  to  preserve  it: 
Hahn  v.  Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  51 
CaL  605,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  226. 
Vindictive  damages  will  not  be  al- 
lowed, however,  where  there  is  no  evi- 
dence the  company  knew  the  reckless 
character  of  the  servant:  Ibid,  As  to 
what  will  be  sufficient  allegations  on 
which  to  found  the  action,  see  C,  B. 
&  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Dick=50n,  88  III.  431, 
21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  328.  Where  the  ac- 
tion proceeds  as  for  negligence  of  the 
defendant,  contributory  negligence  is 
a  defense;  but  when  based  upon  the 
willful  and  malicious  act  of  the  serv- 
ant, it  is  not:  Ibid.  Malice  or  will- 
fiilness  is  a  question  of  fact  for  (he 
jury:  Ibtd. 

*  Hill  V.  Portland  &  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  55 
Me.  4:38;  P.,  W.  &  B.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Stinger,  sujpra. 
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•  SectioD. 

Ordinarily,  is  compensation         .      1 

In  assessments  for  right  of  way  .      2 

For  injury  to  livestock — at  com- 
mon law 8 

For  iiyury  to  live  stock— under 
the  statute        ....      4 

For  injuiy  to  goods  received  to 
carry 5 

For  loss  of  goods  received  to  car- 
ry       6 

For  failure  to  carry  and  deliver  in 
a  reasonable  time 

For  personal  injury  to  plaintiflF   . 

For  personal  injury  causing  death 

To  parent,  for  injury  to  minor 
child 


7 
8 
9 


10 


Section. 
For  conversion  of,  or  failure  to  de- 
liver stocks       .        .        .        .11 
For  injury  to  personal  property  .     12 
For  breach  of  right  of  way  con- 
tract   13 

For  refusing  to  permit  transfer  of 
stock        .....    14 

For  wrongful  expulsion  from  the 
cars  ......     xo 

For  breach  of  contract  to  construct 

railroad 16 

For  breach  of  contract  of  carriage  17 
For  breach  of  other  contracts  .  18 
Punitive  damages  .  .  .19 
Excessive  damages  .  .  .20 
Damnum  absque  injuria     .        .21 


1.  Ordinarily,  is  compensation. — It  18  a  general  rule  of  tlio 
law,  that  compensation  is  the  measure  of  ordinary  damages;  so 
that  a  party  havinsr  the  right  to  recover  is  entitled  to  that  sum 
which  will  make  him  whole,  and  to  no  more.* 

If  the  action  be  for  a  specified  and  agreed  sum  of  inoney  due, 
then  the  measure  of  recovery  is  that  sum,  with  interest  thereon 
from  the  time  the  right  of  action  accrued;  if  Xo\  violation  of 
contract,  then  the  measure  of  damages  is  that  sum  which  will 
make  the  party  whole  in  respect  to  his  loss  directly  resulting 
from  the  breach,  and  no  more;'  and  if  for  pay  for  property,  or 
for  labor  or  service  performed,  when  no  price  is  fixed,  then  tlie 
measure  of  damages  is  a  quantum  meruit^  that  is,  as  much  as 
the  value  thereof,  or  as  it  is  worth.' 


>  Shelbyville  Lateral  Br.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Lewark,  4  Ind.  471;  Waco  Tap  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Shirley,  45  Tex.  355, 13  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  233. 


*  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Babcock,  6 
Met.  346. 

•  .Shelbyville  Lateral  Br.  R.  R.  Co. 
9.  Lewark,  4  Ind.  471. 
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If  the  action  be  for  a  tort,  with  no  aggravating  circnrastances 
to  t:ike  the  case  out  of  the  general  rule,  still  the  measure  of  dam- 
ii^es  is  compensation  for  the  actual  loss  directly  flowing  there- 
from, and  no  more;  *  but  if  the  wrong  be  accompanied  with  per- 
sonal indignity,  abuse  or  injury  to  the  party,  he  is  then  to  be 
made  whole  for  these,  and  for  the  suffering,  pain  and  loss  of  time 
incurred,  if  any,  by  reason  thereof,  and  for  cost  of  medical  aid  ren- 
dered necessary  thereby,  and  for  whatever  damage  results  to  him 
directly  from  tlie  injury  or  wrong;  and  if  the  injury  be  personal 
and  permanent",  its  permanency  is  to  be  considered  in  fixing  the 
amount.  In  all  tliese  cases,  the  measure  of  damages  is  a 
quantwn  meruit — is  compensation,  as  much  as  will  compensate 
tlie  party  for  the  injury,  wrong,  suffering,  expenses  of  medical 
aid,  and  future  physical  disability,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  no 
more;  for  such  physical  inability,  if  the  direct  result  of  the  in- 
jury, is  likewise  to  be  compensated,  whether  the  same  be  partial 
only  or  be  total.  The  fair  and  legal  value  of  all  these  are  ordi- 
narily conipensation,  in  such  cases  as  involve  them,  and  to  the  ex- 
tent involved  in  each  particular  case.'  And  in  some  cases,  where 
the  injury  is  principally  a  wrong  or  insult,  willfully  and  delib- 
erately inflicted,  with  intent  to  degrade  and  insult,  compensation 
may  be  had  for  mental  suffering  incurred." 

In  estimating  the  damages  occasioned  by  a  personal  injury 
resulting  from  the  negligence  of  the  defendant,  the  jury  may 
take  into  consideration  the  effect  of  the  injury  upon  the  mental 
faculties  of  the  plaintiff,  and  this,  too,  wliether  the  act  occasion- 
ing the  injury  be  willful  or  not.* 

Under  the  general  statutes  of  Kentucky,  sees.  1  and  3,  chap. 
57,  the  allegation  of  willful  ne.5lect  includes  all  inferior  degrees 


*  Shelbyville  Lateral  Br.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Lewark,  4  Ind.  471;  Wise  v,  Freshley, 
3McCord(S.  Car.),547. 

2  If  olyoke  r.  Tlie  Grand  Trunk  R. 
W.  Co.i  48  N.  H.  541 ;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co. 
I?.  Allen,  53  Penn.  St.  276;  Penn.  R. 
R.  Co.  p.  Books,  57  Penn.  St.  339; 
Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  &  Manchester 
Pass.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Donahue,  70  Penn. 
St.  119;  Ransom  9.  N.  York  &  Erie  R. 
R.  Co.,  15  N.Y.  415;  Curtis  t>.  Roches- 
ter k  Syracuse  R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  Y. 
531;  Splcer  v,  Chi.   &  Northwestern 


Ry.  Co.,  29  Wis.  580;  Peoria  Br. 
Assn.  V,  Loomis,  20  111.  235;  Whalen 
V,  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  &  Northern 
Ry.  Co.,  60  Mo.  323,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
224;  Wade  v,  Leroy.  20  Howard,  34; 
Western  &  Atlantic  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Diysdale,  51  Ga.  644,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
343. 

*  Craker  v.  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Ry.  Co.,  36  Wis.  657,  9  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  118. 

*  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V,  Baddeley,  54  111.  19. 
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of  negligence;  and  accordingly  wliere  a  plaintiff  fails  to  estab- 
lish his  right  to  punitive  damages  by  proving  willful  negli- 
gence, he  may,  nevertheless,  upon  proof  of  culpable  negligence, 
recover  compensatory  damages.* 

Wliere  the  plaintiff  gives  evidence  tending  and  intended  to 
show  the  probable  value  of  his  earnings  in  case  the  injury  had 
not  occurred,  evidence  is  proper,  by  way  of  rebuttal,  which  may 
go  to  show  the  habitual  drunkenness  of  the  plaintiff,  and  there- 
by rebut  the  presumption  of  what  it  were  otherwise  probable 
the  earnings  would  amount  to.  Whatever  goes  to  show  the 
party  incapacitated  for  labor,  or  to  rebut  the  probability  of  his 
earnings,  is  proper  as  evidence  in  questions  of  compensatory 
damages.' 

Damages  for  physical  or  mental  suffering  can  only  be  recov- 
ered by  the  party  suffering,  not  by  such  party's  representative, 
le^al  or  personal,  in  case  of  his  death.' 

In  actions  by  parents  for  tljp  death  of  children,  the  foundation 
of  the  action  at  common  law  is  the  relation  of  master  and  serv- 
ant, and  at  common  law  the  parent  can  only  recover  for  the  loss 
of  service  up  to  the  time  of  the  death,  and  for  the  expenses  in- 
curred on  account  of  the  injury,  for  care,  nursing  and  medical 
attendance.* 

In  Louisiana,  if  no  exact  coinputation  can  be  made  for 
damages,  as  in  cases  of  severe  injuries,  or  loss  of  life,  much  dis- 
cretion is  left  to  the  judge  or  jury,  as  the  case  may  be,  by 
whichever   the   trial   is   had   in   the   assessment  of   damaojes.' 


*  Claxton  V.  Lexington  &  Big  Sandy 
R.  R.  Co.,  13  Bush,  636,  17  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  12. 

«  aeveland  &  Pittsburgh  R  R.  Co. 
V.  Sutherland,  19  Ohio  St.  151. 

•The  Covington  Street  R.  W.  Co.  v. 
Packer,  9  Bush  (Ky.),  455.  Pryor, 
J.,  in  the  case  just  cited,  lays  dow^n 
the  following  language:  '*  This  physic- 
al and  mental  suffering  only  applies 
to  the  suffering  by  the  party  losing 
his  life.  The  mental  suffering  of  one 
peiBon  on  account  of  a  physical  injury 
to  another  is  too  uncertain  a  test  in 
determining  the  question  of  damages, 
and  we  think  can  not  be  sustained  by 


reason  or  authority.  Such  damoges 
are  too  remote  to  be  given  by  either  a 
coiirt  or  jury."    lb.,  p.  459. 

*  Tlie  Covington  Street  R.  W.  Co.  v. 
Packer,  9  Bush  (Ky.),  455;  Eden  r. 
Lexington  &  Frankfort  R.  R.  Co.,  14 
B.  Mon.  204;  Houston  &  Grea^  North- 
ern R.  R.  Co.  V.  Miller,  49  Tex.  322; 
Cregin  v,  Brooklyn  Cross-town  R.  R. 
Co.,  75  N.  Y.  192;  S.  C.  19  Hun,  Hil. 

*  Civil  Code,  1928,  §  3;  Hermann  r. 
N.  0.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  11  La.  An.  5; 
Choppin  V.  N.  Orleans  &  Carrol  I  ton 
R.  R.  Co.,  17  La.  An.  19;  Frank  r. 
New  Orleans  &  Carrollfon  R.  R.  Co., 
20  La.  An.  25.     See  Kansas  Pac.  Ry. 
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Amonj^  the  inatterB  to  be  considered  in  coining  at  sncli  es- 
timate, if  deatli  do  not  eiisne,  are  the  lo&s  of  employment, 
tlie  painful  nalnre  of  the  injury,  the  permanent  character  there- 
of, and  resulting  inability  therefrom  to  perform  eiich  labor  as 
l>efore  tlie  injury;'  and  incase  deatli  ensne,  as  the  action  in 
Lonisiana  by  next  of  kin,  given  by  the  ci>de,  is  by  anrvivorahip, 
and  not  of  original  right  conferred  on  the  plaintiff,'  we  there- 
fore suppose  any  ground  of  damages  may  be  estimated  which 
would  Lave  been  proper  if  the  action  was  by  the  injured  party 
himself. 

In  cases  not  calling  for  punitive  damages,  the  admission  of 
evidence  tending  to  enhance  the  amount  of  a  verdict  beyond  a 
fair  and  legal  compensation,  is  not  only  error,  but  nnless  re- 
Ciilled  or  ruled  out  by  the  court  belbre  the  remarks  of  counsel  to 
the  jury,  a  verdict  will  be  arrested,  or  the  case  reversed  therefor, 
on  motion  below,  or  on  appeal  or  error  in  the  court  above,  as  the 
point  may  arise,  if  properly  made  ^d  reserved.  Such  evidence,  if 
admitted,  must,  to  avoid  error,  be  struck  ont  by  the  court  at  or 
before  the  close  of  the  testimony,  so  that  counsel  be  not  allowed 
to  refer  to,  or  dwell  upon,  it  in  their  address  to  the  jury.  It  is 
too  late  to  cure  the  error  by  directing  the  jury,  in  the  charge  of 
the  court,  to  disreitard  it'  The  mischief  may  have  already  be- 
come indelibly  fixed  by  the  impressions  it  has  made  on  the 
minds  of  the  jury. 

It  is  a  duty  devolving  upon  an  injured  person  to  exercise 
reasonable  care  and  diii^'Cnce  to  effect  a  speedy  cure  of  the  in- 
jury; and  for  loss  or  suffering  caused  or  enhanced  by  the  neg- 
kct  to  use  such  care,  there  can  be  no  recovery.*  But  when  act- 
ing  in  good  faith,  and  under  advice  of  a  physician,  he  le  not  re* 
B)(onBible  for  the  latter's  mistakes.* 

Co.  V.  Cutter, '19  KaoB.  83;  Chicn^  thn  rnult  of  Another,  in  LoDisiana,  an 

Co.   t>.   Bayfield,    37  action  will  lie  by  the  father:   Frsnlc  c. 

D  V.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  New  Orleane  &  Canoilton  R.  R.  Co., 

i:  Burton  p.  Wilming-  20  La.  An.  25. 

t.  R.  Co.,  82   N.  Car.  '  Pennsylvaiia  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Batler, 

;.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Miller.  2  57  Penn.  St.  335,  338. 

•Allender  r.  Chi..  Rock  TbM.  £  Far 

K.  Orleans  &  Carroll-  ciGc  R.  R.  Co..  37  Iowa.  264;  Lyons  r. 

17  La.  An.  19.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  57  N.  Y.  489.  7  Am.  Ry. 

■.  Orleana  &  Ciirrollton  Rep.  63. 

,  An.  -ZiS.  244  aud  2^.";.  '  Ljons  c.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  atpra. 
life  of  an  infant,  by 
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2.  In  asseBsments  for  right  of  way. — The  measure  of  dam- 
ages in  assessments  for  riglit  of  way,  or  for  lands  taken  for  railroad 
purposes  under  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  is  simply  compensa- 
tory— that  which  will  make  the  landholder  whole.  No  riglit  is 
violated;  no  wrong  is  inflicted;  if  no  illegal  act,  as  to  the  manner, 
is  committed.  The  government  simply  takes  what  it  has  a  right 
to,  and  is  to  make  compensation  therelor.*  The  measure  of 
compensation,  however,  and  the  manner  of  arriving  thereat,  are 
subjects  more  immediately  under  present  consideration."  Upon 
this  subject,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  lay  down  the 
law  in  the  following  terms,  and  which  we  conceive  to  be  in  ac- 
cordance with,  and  an  able,  but  brief,  summing  up  of,  the  gen- 
eral principles  thereof,  when  uncontrolled  by  statutory  require- 
ments: "If  judicial  authority  can  fix  any  rule,  the  series  of  ad- 
judged cases  from  Thoburn's  case,  7  S.  &  R.  411,  down  to 
Harvey's  case,  11  Wright,  434,  has  established  the  measure  of 
damages  for.  building  a  railroad  through  a  man's  land,  to  be  the 
difference  betwixt  the  value  of  the  land  before  the  road  was 
built  and  its  value  after  the  road  is  finished.  In  estimating  the 
disadvantages  resulting  from  the  road,  consequential  or  specu- 
lative damages  are  to  be  rejected,  and  in  estimating  the  advan- 
tages, such  only  as  are  special  and  peculiar  to  the  property  in 
question  are  to  be  considered,  and  not  such  as  are  common  to 
the  public.  It  is  the  business  of  the  viewers  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  on  appeal,  of  the  jury,  to  balance  the  advantages 
that  are  special  against  the  disadvantages  that  are  actual,  and 
with  the  aid  of  whatever  testimony  is  laid  before  them,  to  find 
out  as  well  as  they  can  how  much  less  the  land  would  fetch  in 
market  by  reason  of  the  road,  and  that  sum,  which  will  repre- 
sent what  has  really  been  taken  away  from  the  owner,  should  be 
given  back  in  damages."  * 


^  Homstein  f.  The  Atlantic  &  Great 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  51  Penn.  St.  87. 

'This  right  to  compensation  obtains 
in  behalf  of  an  occupying  tenant,  hold- 
ing a  mere  leasehold  estate:  Wain- 
wright  V,  Ramsden,  1  Eng.  R.  W.  & 
C.  Cases,  714;  Rex  v.  Liverpool  & 
Manchester  Ry.  Co.,  1  Eng.  R.  W.  & 
C.  Cases,  584. 

'Hornstein   r.    Atlantic  &    Great 


Western  R.  R.  Co.,  51  Penn.  St.  87, 
90.  And  to  the  sam^  effect,  see  also. 
East  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Hotten- 
stine,  47  Penn.  St.  28;  Delaware,  Lack- 
awanna &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bur- 
son,  61  Penn.  St.  869;  East  Brandy- 
wine  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Ranck,  78 
Penn.  St.  454;  Pennsylvania  &  N.  Y. 
R.  R.  &  Canal  Co.  v.  Bunnell,  81 
Penn.  St.  414,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.   1; 
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In  New  Ilampsliire  the  ruling  is,  that  exposure  of  the  land- 
holder's remaining  property  to  damage  by  fire  from  engines  of 
the  company,  is  a  matter  proper  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
in  assessing  damages,  notwithstanding  the  statnte  of  that  state 
rendering  railroad  corporations  absolutely  liable  for  snch  inju- 
ries. Tiie  jury  are  to  consider  how  much,  if  any,  less  the  value 
is,  although  thus  indemnified.* 

And  so  in  Minnesota,  the  same  rule  of  the  difference  in  value 
immediately  before  and  after  the  taking  of  the  land,  or  ease- 
ment over  the  land,  prevails,  as  the  true  measure  of  compensa- 
tion for  what  is  taken.'  Added  to  this  is  the  damage  to,  or 
diminution  in  value  of,  the  remaining  parts  of  the  tract  from 
which  it  is  taken.     Benefits  to  be  deducted  are  only  such  as  are 


HofTer  r.  Penn.  Canal  Co.,  87  Id.  221; 
Pittsburgh,  V.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Bent- 
ley,  88  Id.  178;  San  Francisco,  Alame- 
da &  Stockton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Caldwell, 
31  Cal.  367;  Winona  &  St.  Peter  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Denman,  10  Minn.  267; 
Sherwood  v.  St.  Paul  &  Chicago  Ry. 
Co..  21  Minn.  122, 11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  364; 
Virginia  &  Truckee  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hen- 
ry, 8  Nev.  165;  Missouri  River,  Fort 
Scott  &  Gulf  R.  R.  Co.  P.  Owen,  H  Kan- 
sas, 409;  Robbins  v.  Milw.  &  Horicon 
R.  R.  Co.,  6  Wis.  636;  Bangor  &  Pis- 
cataquis R.  R.  Co.  P.  McComb,  60 
Maine,  290;  Elizabethtown  &  Padu- 
cah  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Helm's  heirs,  8 
Bush  (Ky.),  681;  Selma,  Rome  & 
Dalton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Camp,  45  Geo. 
181;  Shipley©.  The  Bait.  &  Potomac 
R.  R.  Co.,  U  Md.  336;  Rochester  & 
Syracuse  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Budlong,  6 
Howard*8  Pr.  467;  Troy  &  Boston  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Lee,  13  Barbour,  169;  Can- 
andaigua  &  Niagara  Falls  R.  R.  Co. 
p.  Payne,  16  Barbour,  273;  Albany  & 
Susquehanna  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dayton,  10 
Abbott's  Pr.  ( N.  S.),  182;  Henderson 
V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  78  N.  Y.  423; 
S.  C.  17  Hun,  344;  Black  River  &  M. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Barnard,  9  Hun,  104; 
Matter  of  Prospect  Park  &  Coney 


Island  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Hun,  345;  S.  C, 
16  Hun,  261;  Cincinnati  &  Spring- 
field Ry.  Co.  r.  Longworth,  30  Ohio 
St.  108;  Powers  v.  Hazelton  &  L.  Ky. 
Co..  33  Id.  429;  Bait,  P.  &  C.  R. 
R.  Co.  p.  Lansing,  52  Ind.  229;  Chica- 
go, Milwaukee  &  St  Paul  R.  R.  Co. 
p.  Hall,  90  111.  42;  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co  v.  Carey,  Id. 
514. 

*  Adden  v.  The  White  Mountain  N. 
H.  R.  R.  Co.,  55  N.  H.  413;  S.  C.  11 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  246;  Pierce  v.  Worces- 
ter &  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  105  Mass.  190; 
Bangor  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McComb, 
60  Me.  290. 

2  Winona  &  St  Peter  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Denman,  10  Minn.  267;  Same  v.  Wal- 
dron,  11  Minn.  515;  Minn. Valley  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Doran,  17  Minn.  188;  Lake  Supe- 
rior &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Greve,  Id. 
322;  St.  Paul  &  Sioux  City  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Murphy,  19  Minn.  500;  Colvill  p. 
The  St.  Paul  &  Chicago  Ry.  Co.,  19 
Minn.  2S3;  Curtis  p.  St.  Paul,  Still- 
water &  Taylor's  Falls  R.  R.  Co..  20 
Minn.  28;  Sherwood  v.  St.  Paul  & 
Chicago  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  127,  11 
Am.  Ky.  Rep.  370;  Scott  v.  St  Paul 
&  Chi.  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  322. 
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peculiar  or  resulting  to  the  snnie  owner,  and  nol  such  as  are 
general  to  the  public* 

And  so  in  Georgia,  the  rule  of  compensation  for  property  taken 
for  right  of  way  purposes  is  compensation  for  what  is  taken  at 
its  value;  and  if  damages  be  claimed  by  the  owner  for  possible 
or  appreliended  injuries,  they  are  to  be  set  off  against  tlie  inci- 
dental and  possible  benefits  to  such  owner  from  the  erection 
of  the  road.' 

This  right  of  compensation  for  private  property  taken  for 
public  use  extends  as  well  to  occupying  tenants,  as  for  the 
amount  of  damages  to  their  estate  or  possession,  as  to  owners  of 
the  fee.  But  nothing  can  be  allowed  in  view  of  the  reasonable 
expectation  or  chance  of  renewal  of  the  lease.  That  is  too  remote, 
and  is  at  most  not  an  actual  interest,  but  a  mere  chance,  and  if 
renewable,  is  at  the  tenant's  option,  yet,  he  not  being  bound  to 
renew,  there  is,  by  the  same  rule,  no  ground  for  damages.* , 

By  the  statute  in  Massachusetts,  railroad  companies  are  re- 
quired, in  addition  to  paying  the  pecuniary  damages  that  may 
be  assessed  for  taking  their  riglit  of  way,  to  construct  and  main- 
tain such  embankments,  drains,  culverts,  walls,  fences  and  other 
structures,  as  the  commissioners  of  the  county  shall  judge  reason- 
able for  the  security  and  benefit  of  the  landholder;  and  the  statute 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  prescribe  the  time 
within  which  the  same  shall  be  done.  For  neglect  of  compli- 
ance therewith,  the  landholder  may  recover  double  damages  un- 
der the  statute  for  all  damages  sustained.     If  no  time  be  stated 


»  W.  &  Sfe.  P.  K.  R.  Co.  V,  Waldron, 
supra;  Minn.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Namara,  13  Minn.  508;  Carli  v.  Still- 
water &  St.  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  ie»  Minn. 
260;  Minn.  Valley  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Doran, 
supra;  Weir  v.  St  Paul,  Still  water  & 
Taylor's  Falls  R.  R.  Co.,  18  Minn. 
155.  But  everything  connected  with 
the  general  improvement  which  gives 
a  special  value  to  the  land  may  he 
considered :  Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Robinson,  95  Penn.  St. 
426;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
468;  Donovan  v.  City  of  Springfield, 
125  Mass.  871. 
54 


'Jones  V.  Wills  Valley  R.  R.  Co., 
30  Geo.  43;  City  of  Atlanta  i?.  Cent.  R. 
R.  &  B.  Co.,  53  Ga.  120. 

*  Rex  V,  Liverpool  &  Manchester  R. 
W.  Co.,  1  Eng.  R.  W.  &  C.  Cases,  584. 
And  for  damages  to  a  mere  easement 
owned  over  the  lands  taken,  the  owner 
of  the  easement  is  entitled  to  compen- 
sation. He  is  to  obtain  it,  however,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  it  were  d  im- 
ages by  the  taking  of  the  fee—that  is, 
under  the  statute.  Trespass  will  not 
lie:  Thicknesse  v.  The  Lancaster  Ca- 
nal Co.,  1  Eng.  R. W.  &  C.  Cases,  612. 
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witliin  wliicli  these  betterments  are  to  be  made,  then  no  action 
will  lie  against  the  company  for  omitting  to  make  them.^ 

While  tlie  selling  price  of  similar  lands  in  the  neighborhood, 
if  there  be  a  general  one,  may  be  rightfnlly  admitted  in  evi- 
dence in  reference  to  the  damages  to  be  allowed  for  lands,  or  an 
easement  over  lands,  taken  for  a  right  of  way,'  yet  evidence  may 
not  be  given  of  particular  sales;  the  latter  is  inadmissible.* 
The  allowance  of  such  a  practice  would  open  the  door  to  the  in- 
vestigation of  not  only  the  good  faith  of  such  particular  sales,  as 
well  on  behalf  of  one  party  as  the  other,*  but  would  also  allow 
the  merits  of  each  particulur  sale  referred  to  in  the  evidence  to 
be  investigated,  and  thereby  divert  the  inquiry  of  the  court  into 
collateral  questions  and  new  issues,  seemingly  without  any 
known  end.  The  fact  of  what  one  person  has  received  for  his 
property,  and  which  may,  after  all,  be  but  an  exceptional  in- 
stance, proves  nothing  as  to  what  atiother  is  entitled  to  for  his.' 
It  is  therefore  irrelevant  and  improper  as  evidence  in  the  assess- 
ment of  damages  for  a  right  of  way.  It  is  unlike  evidence  of  a 
general  market  price,  which  is  a  fair  test,  and  which  represents 
the  judgment  of  the  community," 

In  Indiana,  the  rule  for  measuring  damages  under  the  statute 


»Kolth  V.  Cheshire  R.  R.  Co.,  1 
Gray,  614. 

^Searle  v.  Lackawanna  &  Blooms- 
burg  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Penn.  St.  (9  Ca- 
sey), 67;  East.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hies- 
ter,  40  Penn.  St.  53;  Chapin  r.  Bcston 
&  Providence  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Cush.  422; 
Upton  V.  South  Reading  Br.  R.  R. 
Co.,^  8  Cush.  600;  Wyman  v.  Lexing- 
ton &  W.  C.Amb.  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Met. 
327. 

^  Kast  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hiester, 
40  Penn.  St.  53;  Pennsylvania  &  N.  Y. 
R.  R.  &  Canal  Co.  v.  Bunnell,  81 
Penn.  St.  414,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  1; 
Brunswick  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Laren, 47  Ga.  546,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
412;  Stinson  v.  Chi.,  St.  P.  "k  M.  Ry. 
Co.,  27  Minn.  284;  S.  C.  6  N.  W. 
Repr.  786.  But  such  evidence  is  ad- 
missible in  Iowa,  on  estabUshin^  an 
uniformity  in  character  of  the  lands: 


Kingr.  Iowa  Midland  R.  R.  Co.,  34 
la.  4o8,  4  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  199. 

*  East  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hiester, 
40  Penn.  St.  53. 

^  East  Penn.   R.  R.  Co.  v,  Hiester, 
40  Penn.  St.  53. 

.  *East  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  u.  Hiester, 
40  Penn.  St.  58;  Wilson  v.  Rookfonl, 
Rock  Island  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.,  59 
111.  273,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  189;  and 
evidence  of  an  offer  is  also  inadmis- 
sible, either  for  or  against  the  com- 
pany: St.  Joseph  &  Denver  City  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Orr,  8  Kans.  419,  5  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  127;  Lebmicke  v.  St.  Paul,  Still- 
water &  Taylor's  Falls  R.  R.  Co.,  19 
Minn.  464,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  296; 
Montclair  Ry.  Co.  v.  Benson,  36  N. 
J.  Law,  557,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  467; 
Drury  v.  Midland  R.  R.  Co.,  127 
Mass.  571 ;  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Keith,  53  Ga.  178. 
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in  assessments  for  riglit  of  way,  allows  the  benefits  resulting  to  the 
land  holder  by  the  construction  of  the  railroad,  if  any,  to  be  set 
off  against  the  value  of  the  property  taken  and  the  damages 
arising  therefrom/  This  rule  was  established  under  the  consti- 
tntion  of  tliat  state  of  1816,  and  an  act  of  assembly  passed  un- 
der that  constitution,  iu  which  it  was  provided  that  benefits  in 
such  cases  should  be  set  off  aijainst  damasks.'  Tlie  doctrine  of 
said  case,  sav's  Gookins,  J.,  in  1858,  has  been  followed  in  various 
others, since  decided;  that  "It  had  become  the  settled  law  of  the 
state,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution," 
which  was  in  1851 ;  that  at  the  adoption  of  the  latter,  an  effort 
was  made  to  change  this  section,  by  providing  that  in  estimating, 
the  damages  for  property  taken  for  public  use,  the  benefits  con- 
ferred upon  the  owner  by  the  construction  of  the  work  should 
not  be  taken  into  consideration;  that  this  proposition  was  fully 
discussed,  and  with  reference,  too,  to  the  construction  which,  by 
tlie  courts,  had  been  put  upon  the  corresponding  provision  of  the 
old  constitution;  and  that  the  proposed  change  was  rejected,  on 
full  discussion,  and  by  a  decisive  vote,  thereby  adopting  the  sec- 
tion as  it  stood  before  in  the  old  constitution  in  this  particular.* 
The  court  then  say:  "With  this  authoritative  exposition  of  the 
meaning  of  the  provision  by  its  authors,  we  can  not  hesitate 
upon  the  question  of  its  construction.  We  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  instruction  should  have  been  given."  This  instruction 
was  as  follows,  and  had  been  refused  by  the  court  below,  viz: 
*'  In  ascertaining  tlie  extent  of  the  injury  to  the  plaintiffs,  an  es- 
timate of  the  value  of  the  property  taken,  at  the  time  of  taking, 
is  a  necessary  step;  but,  if  the  benefits  resulting  to  the  plaint- 
iffs, by  the  construction  of  the  railroad,  equal  in  pecuniary  value 
tlie  value  of  the  property  taken  by  the  defendants,  it  is  a  just 
and  legal  compencation  for  the  property  so  taken."*  And 
so,  we  suppose,  jt^ro  tanto^  if  the  benefits  are  less,  but  in  no  case 
to  be  allowed  in  excess  of  the  damaires.  Thus  we  find  it  set- 
tied  in  Indiana  that  in  the  estimate  of  the  damages  in  cases  of 
private  property  taken   for  public  use.   the  benefits  conferred 

'  Indiana  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hun-  tion,  vol.  1,  pp.  361,  362. 
ter,  8  Ind.  74.  *  Indiana  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  f>.  Hun- 

Mnd.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hunter,  ter,  8  Ind.  (Tanner),  74,  78;  Mclntire 

%u]jra.  «.  State,  6  Blackt".  384. 

'  Debates  in  Indiana  Const.  Conven- 
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are  to  be  set  off  against  the  damages;*  not,  however,  to  exceed 
the  amount  of  the  latter. 

Where  witnesses  estimate  the  damages  at  varions  sums,  from 
eighteen  hundred  to  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  an  assessment  of 
five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  is  not  excessive."  But  tlie 
jury  have  no  pQwer  to  find  damages  as  to  matters  of  which  no 
proof  is  before  them.'  It  is  not  error  for  the  court  to  refuse  to 
instruct  the  jury  that  they  can  not  take  an  average  of  the  testi- 
mony, and  then  tell  them  tl)ey  can  not  set  down  and  add  up 
the  amounts  sworn  to,  and  then  divide  by  the  number  of  wit- 
nesses;* for  while  a  jury  may  always  take  an  average  of  t€*sti- 
mony,  if  properly  done,  they  should  never  be  so  instructed 
without  explanation  that  they  sliould  consider  all  the  elements 
and  circumstances  referred  to  in  the  law  as  proper  to  be  con- 
sidered.* 

Evidence  of  the  annual  net  profits  of  land  for  a  particular  nscy 
is  not  admissible  to  prove  the  value  at  the  time  of  taking.* 

It  follows  from  the  law  as  herein  stated,  that  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  fair  market  value  immediately  after  the  construction  and 
successful  operation  of  the  road,  only  as  affected  by  the  construc- 
tion, is  proper;'  and  also  an  inquiry  whether  the  location  and 
construction  of  the  railroad  is  an  advantage  or  disadvantage, 
and  in  what  way.'  The  fact  that  public  improvements  are  made 
near  the  land  after  the  construction  of  the  road,  is  immaterial.* 
The  market  value  is  to  be  proven  in  the  usual  way.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  technical  knowledge  to  be  proved  by  experts.  Persons 
living  in  the  neighborhood  are  presumptively  competent  wit- 
nesses for  this  purpose.**    The  effect  of  the  burden  of  Ibncing  is 


'  Indiana  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hun- 
ter, 8  Ind.  (Tanner),  74, 78,  79;  Mcln- 
lire  r.  State,  supra.  See  Mai  one  v. 
City  of  Toledo,  :34  Ohio  St.  541,  S.  C. 
28  Id.  643;  Holton  v.  City  of  Mil- 
waukee, 31  Wi8.  27. 

'  Peoria  &  Rock  Island  Ry.  Co.  v, 
Birkett,  62  111.  332,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
334. 

•  Ihid. 

*  Ibid. 
^Ibid, 

•Stockton   &   Copperopolis  R.   R. 
Qalgiani,  49  Cal.  139,  7  Am. 


Ry  Rep.  263. 

'Pennsylvania  &  N.  Y.  R.  R.  k 
Canal  Co.  v.  Bunnell,  81  Penn.  St. 
414,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  1. 

8  Penn  &  N.  Y.  R.  R.  &  C.  Co.  v. 
Bunnell,  supra. 

•Penn  &  N.  Y.  R.  R.  &  C.  Co.  r. 
Bunnell,  supra. 

i»  Penn  &  N.  Y.  R.  R.  &  C.  Co.  v. 
Bunnell,  supra;  Frankfort  &  K.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Windsor.  51  Ind.  238;  Diediich 
V.  N.  W.  Union  Ry.  Co.,  47  Wis. 
662.  And  see  Stockton  &  Copper- 
opolis R.  R.  Co.  V.  Galgiani,  supra; 
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to  be  considered.*  The  fact  tliat,  prior  to  the  construction  of 
the  road,  other  means  existed  for  transporting  the  produce  of  the 
owner's  farm,  snch  as  a  canal,  is  material  in  measuring  the  dam- 
ages, irrespective  of  the  amount  received  by  the  owner  on  the  es- 
tablishment thereof,  or  of  the  fact  of  its  ownership  by  the  rail- 
road, they  having  power  to  close  it'  The  statement,  in  his  peti- 
tion, of  a  certain  amount  of  damage  sustained  by  the  owner, 
while  not  a  bar  to  a  recovery  of  a  larger  amount,  is  persuasive 
evidence  for  the  jury.' 

Testimony  is  proper,  on  the  question  of  value,  which  tends  to 
show  that  a  warehouse,  erected  for  the  storage  and  shipment  of 
wheat,  etc.,  possesses  superior  facilities  for  transacting  such 
business  over  other  structures  of  a  like  character  in  the  same 
vicinity.*  And  so  is  testimony  that  the  land  sought  to  be  taken 
affords  the  only  route  by  which  the  companj'  can  make  a  con- 
nection with  other  railways  terminating  at  that  place.* 

3.  For  injuries  to  live  stock  at  common  law. — For  injuries  to 
live  stock  by  a  railroad  company  at  common  law,  where  th6  oc- 
currence is  the  result  of  tiiere  negligence,  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages is  the  same  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  injuries  to  personal 
property  caused  by  negligence  or  want  of  ordinary  care.     Com- 


Tate  V,  Itfo.,  Eans.  &  Tex.  Ry.  Co., 
64  Mo.  149,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  191; 
S<>xton  V.  N.  Bridge  water,  116  Mass. 
*200;  Tucker  v,  Maes.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  118  Mass.  546;  S.  C.  9  Am. 
Py.  Rep.  279;  Boston  &  Me.  R.  R. 
Co  V,  Montgomery »  119  Mass.  114; 
Snow  V.  Boston  &  Me.  R.  R.  Co.,  65 
Me.  230;  S.  C.  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  27; 
S^lma,  Rome  &  Dal  ton  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Keith,  53  Ga.  178.  Their  opinion  is 
admissible  as  to  the  rental  value  of 
leasehold  property:  Lawrence  v.  City 
of  Boston,  119  Mass.  126;  Chandler 
r.  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co.,  125 
Mass.  544.  But  an  opinion  as  to  the 
probable  rental  value  o£  vacant  land, 
if  improved,  is  inadmissible:  Burt  f>. 
Wiggle8worth,117  Mass.  302;  Gardner 
r.  Brookline,  127  Mass.  358.  The  ques- 
tion whether  the  witness  is  qualified  to 
glv3  his  opinion  is  largely  within  the 


discretion  of  the  trial  court:  Stockton  & 
Copperopolis  R.  R.  Co.  t;.  Galgiani, 
supra;  Boston  &  Me.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Montgomery,  supra;  Lawrence  «. 
Boston,  supra;  Chandler  v,  Jamaica 
Pond  Aqueduct  Co.,  125  Mass.  544. 
The  reasons  for  such  opinions  may 
also  be  given :  Sexton  v.  N.  Bridge- 
water,  supra;  Hawkins  v.  Fall  River, 
119  Mass.  94;  Gardner  v,  Brookline, 
supra, 

»  Penn.  &  N.  Y.  R.  R.  &  C.  Co.  v. 
Bunnell,  supra, 

« Penn.  &  N.  Y.  R.  R.  &  C.  Co.  v. 
Bunnell,  supra, 

»  P.  &  N.  Y.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Bunnell. 

*Rippe  V.  Chicago,  Dubuque  & 
Minn.  R.  R.  Co.,  23  Minn.  18, 17  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  19. 

*  Brisbine  v,  St.  Paul  &  Sioux  City 
R.  R.  Co.,  23  Miim.  114,  17  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  65. 
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pensatory  dainnges  is,  in  such  cases,  the  rule — that  which  will 
make  the  injured  party  whole  for  the  injury,  and  for  the  direct 
proximate  loss  caused  thereby.'  The  leading  case  here  cited  was 
one  where  a  wa<^oner  came  with  his  wagon  and  team  to  a  depot 
to  haul  away  good?,  and  the  wagon  and  team  were  run  over  and 
destroyed.  It  was  ruled  that  he  had  a  right  to  recover  their 
value,  and  also  the  value  of  the  particular  trip  of  hauling 
caused  thereby,  as  flowing  immediately  from  the  injury.* 

4.  For  injuriefl  to  live  atock  under  the  statute. — To  recover 
double  damages  against  a  railroad  company  under  the  statute, 
as  given  in  some  of  the  states,  for  injuries  to  live  stock,  the 
case  must  be  brought  by  plaintiff  within  the  terips  of  the  statute.' 
In  Iowa,  there  must  be  an  affidavit  of  value  and  notice  in  writ- 
ing of  the  injury  served  upon  the  railroad  company.  Tlie  affi- 
davit itself — not  a  copy — must  be  served.  Of  these  there  must 
be  thirty  days'  service,  before  a  right  to  double  damages  accrues.* 

But  althouii:h,  in  an  action  under  the  statute  for  double  dam- 
ages  occasioned  by  the  killing  of  live  stock,  the  averment  of 
'•due  notice"  to  the  company,  without  showing  the  character  of 
the  notice,  is  not  sufficient,  if  objected  to  before  trial,  yet  it  is 
too  late  to  object  thereto,  for  the  first  time,  after  judgment 
against  the  defendant,  upon  demurrer  to  his  answer.* 

The  measure  of  damages  generally,  where  something  has  been 
realized  from  the  dead  animal,  is  the  difference  between  its  value 
before  the  injury  and  such  sum;  and  in  the  absence  of  evidence 
that  a  larger  sum  might  have  been  realized,  an  instruction  to 
this  effect  is  good.'  And  in  case  the  owner  is  charged  with 
such  increased  value,  he  may  deduct  a  reasonable  amount  for 
his  time  and  trouble  in  disposing  of  the   animal.'     Interest  is 


»  Shelbyville  Lateral  Br.  R.  R.  Co.  t?. 
I^wark,  4  Ind.  471 ;  Toledo,  Peoria  & 
Wai-saw  Ry.  Co.  v.  Arnold,  43  111. 
418.  In  case  of  gross  negfligence  or 
wanton  and  willful  mischief  by  the  de- 
fendant's agents,  exemplary  damages 
may  be  allowed:  Vicksburg  &  Ja^'k- 
Bon  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Patton,  31  Miss.  156. 

2  Shelbyville  L.  B.  R.  R.  Co.  i\  Lew- 
ark,  supra.  Interest  is  not  allowable: 
Meyer  v,  Atlantic  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
6^  Mo.  542,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  249. 

"Clary  v.  The  Iowa  Midland  Ry. 


Co.,  37  Iowa,  344. 

*  Mendell  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co., 
20  Iowa,  9;  McNaught  i?.  Chi.  &  N. 
W.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Iowa,  336,  3;^,  3  .9; 
Campbell  v.  Chi.,  R.  Isld.  &  P.  R.  R. 
Co.,  35  Iowa,  3M. 

*  Clary  v.  The  Iowa  Midland  Ry. 
Co.,  37  Iowa,  344. 

*  Dean  v.  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Ry.  Co.,  43  Wis.  305;  S.  C.  2  N.  W. 
Repr.  219,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  a59. 

^  Dean  v,  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co..  su^ 
pra. 
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allowable  from  the  commencement  of  the  action;'  but  where  an 
instrnction  allowed  the  jury  to  compute  interest  from  the  date 
of  the  injury,  the  exception  thereto  was  held  not  suflSciently 
specific  to  raise  the  question  of  its  accuracy,  and  the  maxim  de 
fninhnia  non  curat  lex  was  applied.' 

Under  the  Missouri  statute,  giving  the  injured  party  double 
damages  for  injury  sustained  by  reason  of  cattle   or  other   live 
stock  going  onto  a  railroad  for  want  ot*  a  ftnce  to  keep  tliem 
off,    and   being   there    injured,   or    there   committing    an    in-' 
jury,  a  plciintiff  is  not  entitled  to  double  damages  for  injury  to 
his  grain  in    the  field,   caused  by   animals  discharged   from   a 
wrecked  train,  and  necessarily  driven  by  the  railroad  comjiany 
through   the  field  as  a  means  of  getting  them  away  from   tlie 
wreck,  although  the  road  be  not  there  fenced  as  is  by  statute  re- 
quired.'   Therefore,  although  in  such  a  case,  tlie  plaintiff',  after 
eUiting  substantially  the  cause  of  action,  sufficiently  to   entitle 
him,  if  true,  to  single  damages,  and  alleging  the  amount  thereof, 
thereupon  demand  judgment  fur  double  the  amount  so  allei^ed 
as  the  real  damages,  and  claims  the   same  as   for  double  dam- 
ages under  and  by  virtue  of  the  statute,  then,  the  case  made 
not  beins:  one  for  which  a  iudij:ment  for  double  dama^jes  mav  in 
law  be  given,  the  court  may  regard  the  claim   of  double  dam- 
ages as  mere  sui'pl usage,  and  may  retain  jurisdiction  and  render 
judgment,  if  there  be  a  right  of  recovery,  for  the  real  amount 
of  damages,  notwithstanding  the  doubling  thereof,  as  claimed  b}'' 
plaintiff,  would  amount  to  a  sum  greater  than  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court.* 

5.  For  injury  to  gooda  received  to  carry. — The  measure  of 
damages  upon  a  recover}'  for  injuries  to  goods  received  by  a 
railroad  companj'  for  carriage  as  common  carriers,  is,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  the  difference  between  the  marketable  value  of  the 
goods  in  the  condition  in  which  they  are  delivered  to  the  con- 
siirnee,  and  what  the  fair  market  value  thereof  would  have  been 
at  tlie  same  time  and  place,  if  then  and  there  delivered  in  an  un- 
injured condition,  and  within  a  reasonable  time  after  receiving 

'Deanr.   C.  &    N.  W.    Ry.    Co.;  'Graur.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  & 

Chapman  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  26  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  54  Mo.  240. 

Wis.  295.  *  Grau  t;.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  & 

«Dean  v.  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  54  Mo.  240. 
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tlie  same  for  carriage.'  But  there  are  Bomctimes  exceptions  to 
this  rule,  one  of  which  is,  that  thougli  the  article  be  so  injured 
that  on  its  arrival  at  its  destination  it  will  command  no  market 
price  at  all,  yet,  if  by  comparatively  slight  trouble  and  expense 
it  may  be  restored  again  to  a  marketable  condition,  then  the 
measure  of  damages  is  its  market  value  when  so  restored  to  a 
marketable  condition,  less  the  labor,  care,  and  cost  of  restoring 
the  same.' 

6.  For  lofls  of  goodfl  received  to  carry. — ^The  measure  of  dam- 
ages for  goods  received  to  be  carried,  and  which  are  lost,  de- 
stroyed, or  from  any  cause  (except  the  act  of  God  or  of  the  pub- 
lic enemy)  not  delivered,  is  the  value  of  the  goods  at  the  place 
of  delivery,  less  the  Ireight  thereon.* 

The  place  of  delivery,  if  there  be  no  stipulation  to  the  con- 
trary, is,  in  law,  the  place  to  which  the  goods  are  consigned,  upon, 
or  at  the  end,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  carrier's  own  route:  and 
not,  in  the  absence  of  an  express  agreement  therefor,  at  any 
place  directed  to,  off  of  or  beyond  the  terminus  of  his  own 
route.* 

7.  For  failure  to  carry  and  deliver  in  a  reasonable  time. — 
By  some  autliorities,  the  measure  of  damages  for  failure  to  carry 
and  deliver  goods  in  a  reasonable  time,  where  such  failure  is 
the  result  of  negligence  of  the  carrier,  is  the  difference  in  the 
market  price  of  the  article  at  the  place  of  destination  on  the 
day  of  its  actual  arrival,  and  the  day  upon  which,  by  proper 
diligence,  it  should  have  arrived  tliereat*    By  others,  it  is  the 


»Winnec.  ni.Cent.  R.  R.  Co..  31 
Iowa,  583;  Hackett  v.  Boston,  C.  & 
M.  R.  R.  Co..  35  N.  H.  390. 

« Winne  v.  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  31 
Iowa,  583. 

» Mich.  S.  &  N.  Indiana  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Caster.  13  Ind.  164;  Holden  v. 
New  York  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  54 
N.  Y.  662:  Bliimenthal  v.  Brainerd, 
38  Vt.  402;  Kyle  v.  Laurens  R.  R. 
Co.,  10  Richardson's  Law,  382;  Union 
R.  R  &  Transp.  Co.  v,  Traube,  59 
Mo.  3r)r),  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  441.  But 
see  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hall, 
5y  III.  409,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  95,modi- 
ly.ng  the  rule  under  the  circumstances 


of  that  case. 

*  Pierce  on  Railways,  451. 

•Tucker  v.  Pacific  R.  R..  50  Mo. 
385;  Faulkner  and  others  v.  South 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  51  Mo.  311;  Griffin 
r.  Colver,  16  N.  Y.  489;  Ward  et  ah 
V.  N.  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  47  N.  Y. 
29;  Medbury  r.  New  York  &  Erie  R. 
R.  Co.,  26  Barbour,  564;  Peet  v.  Chi- 
cago &  Northwestern  Ry.  Co.,  20  Wis. 
594;  Galena  &  Chicago  Union  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Rae,  18  111.  488;  Cutting  v. 
Grand  Tnmk  Ry.  Co.,  13  Allen,  a^l; 
Sisson  r.  Cleveland  &  Toledo  R.  R. 
Co.,  14  Mich.  489;  Weston  r.  Grand 
Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  54  Me.  376;  Newell 
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difTerence  in  value,  and  not  of  market  price,  occasioned  by  the 
delay;  that  is,  the  diminution  in  value  compared  with  the  value 
on  the  day  it  should  have  arrived,  as  if  less  valuable  by  reason 
of  deterioration  in  quality.^ 

In  Massaclinsetts,  the  rule  of  damages  for  delay  by  the  car- 
rier in  delivery  of  goods  for  an  unreasonable  time,  is  the  diminu- 
tion in  value  thereof,  as  articles  of  merchandise,  at  the  time  of 
delivery,  caused  by  reason  of  the  delay;  not  the  difference  in 
the  prevailing  mai*ket  price  of  like  goods  on  the  day  of  arrival 
as  compared  with  that  existing  at  the  time  the  goods  should 
have  arrived,  but  the  depreciation  or  diminution  in  value  of 
the  articles  themselves,  occasioned  by  the  delay,  compared  with 
what  it  would  have  been  if  tlie  goods  had  promptly  arrived — as, 
for  instance,  depreciation  in  value  of  perishable  articles,  or 
articles  liable  to  deteriorate   by  time." 

But  the  measure  of'dainages  for  failure  to  deliver  in  a  reason- 
able time  articles  or  property  confided  to  a  carrier  for  transporta- 
tion is  not  in  all  cases  and  under  all  circumstances  the  same. 
Tiie  loss  of  the  use  of  the  articles  is  sometimes  an  element  of 
damages,  as  where  machinery  for  a  party's  own  use  is  delayed  in 
its  carriage  beyond  a  reasonable  time,  by  reason  whereof  the 
owner  is  deprived,  during  such  delay,  of  the  use  thereof,  then  the 
value  of  the  use  of  such  machinery  for  the  time  it  is  so  unreason- 
ably delayed  in  its  carriage,  and  readiness  to  be  delivered  ,by  the 
carrier,  is  the  true  measure  of  damages,  supposing  the  property 
itself  is  uninjured,  and  is  in  good  order  on  its  delivery."  We 
mean  by  the  value  of  the  machinery  during  the  delay,  not  what 
could  have  been  earned  by  the  use  of  it,  nor  yet  the  injury  or 


fj.  Smitb.  49  Vt.  255,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
100;  and  interest  is  to  be  allowed: 
Newell  V.  Smith,  supra. 

*  Ingledew  v.  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  7 
Gray,  89;  Sangamon  &  Morgan  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Henry,  14  111.  156. 

*  Ingledew  v.  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  7 
Gray,  89;  Sangamon  &  Morgan  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Henry,  14  III.  156;  Sisson 
and  another  v.  The  Cleveland  &  To- 
ledo R.  R.  Co.  and  another,  14  Mich. 
489.  The  rule  in  New  York  is  differ- 
ent. There  the  depreciation  in  mar- 
ket price  is  the  measure  of  damages: 


Griffin  v.  Colver,  16  N.  Y.  489;  Ward 
and  another  r.  The  New  York  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  47  N.  Y.  (2  Sickels),  29; 
Kent  V.  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  22 
Barb.  278.  And  so  in  England:  Col- 
lard  V.  S.  E.  R.  W.  Co  ,  7  Hurl.  &  N. 
79;  Wilson  r.  The  Lancashire  &  York- 
shire R.  W.  Co..  9  Com.  B.  (N.  S.), 
632.  In  Ward  and  another  r.  New 
York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  aupra^  Wibert  v. 
The  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  is  referred 
to,  and  regarded  as  not  authority. 

'Priestly  and  another  r.  N.  Indiana 
&  Chicago  R.  R.  Co.,  26  III.  205,  207 
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damages  that  may  have  resulted  to  the  owner  by  the  idleness  of 
hands,  or  the  hindrance  and  expense  of  business  occasioned  by 
the  delay,  but  simply  what  such  machinery  could  have  been 
hired  at,  at  a  reasonable  rent,  for  the  len<2;th  of  time  it  was  de- 
taitied.*  To  enable  the  owner  to  recover  for  special  damages  of 
the  nature  above  specitied,  as  for  the  idleness  of  laborers  and 
hindrance  of  business,  and  other  injuries  of  like  kind,  they  must 
be  specially  alleged  and  set  out  in  the  declaration  or  petition, 
and  the  allegations  must  be  sustained  by  the  proof.' 

8.  For  personal  Injary  to  plaintiff. — In  an  action  for  a  per- 
sonal injury,  the  action  being  by  the  person  injured,  the  measure 
of  damages  is  not  only  the  pain  and  suffering,  loss  and  injury, 
already  sustained,  but  also  the  disability,  injury  and  suffering 
which  will  thereby  be  occasioned  in  the  future.'  To  this,  we 
may  add,  is  to  be  added  the  expense  of  medical  treatment  nec- 
essarily incurred,  together  with  compensation  for  loss  of  time, 


^  Priestly  and  another  v.  N.  Indiana 
&  Chicago  R.  R.  Ck).,  26  111.  205,  207. 
See  contra,  Vicksbar^r  &  Meridian  K. 
R.  Co.  V.  Ragsdale,  46  Miss.  4o8. 

*  Priestly  and  another  r..N,  Indiana 
&  Chicago  R.  R.  Co.,  26  III.  205, 207. 
In  an  action  for  not  delivering  grain, 
shipped  in  bulk,  to  a  particular  ware- 
house, the  measure  of  damages,  iire- 
spective  of  any  statute,  is  the  cost  of 
moving  the  cars  to  the  place'  required ; 
but  if  the  action  is  brousfht  under  the 
Illinois  statute  requiring  su  h  delivery, 
the  d  preclation  in  the  price  of  the 
grain,  specially  authorized  to  be  re- 
covered by  that  statute  (Rev.  Stat. 
1874,  ch.  114,  sec.  82),  may  be  con- 
sidered: Chicago  &  Northwestern  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Stanbro,  87  111.  195,  18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  180. 

*  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Books, 
57  Penn.  St.  M39,  845;  Pittsburg,  Al- 
legheny &  Manchester  Passenger  R. 
W.  Co.  V,  Donahue,  70  Penn.  St.  119; 
Spicer  v.  The  Chicai©  &  N.  Western 
Ry.  Co.,  29  Wis.  5S0;  Holyoke  v.  Grand 
Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  48  N.  H.  541 ;  Atlan- 
ta &  Richmond  Air  Line  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Wood,  48  Ga.  565.  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 


406;  Central  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  v. 
Kelly,  58  Ga.  107,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
114;  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific*. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Payzant,  87  111.  125,  18 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  200;  Ohio  &  Miss.  Ry. 
Co.  r.  Dickerson,  59  Ind.  317;  Town 
of  Elkhart  v.  Ritter,  66  Ind.  136;  South 
&  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McLendon,  10 
Repr.  688;  Klein  v.  Jewett,  11  C.  E. 
Green,  474;  Jewett  t\  Klein,  12  Id.  550; 
Morris  V.  C,  B,  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  la. 
29;  Quigleyr.  Cent.  Pac.R.  R.Co.,  11 
Nev.  350;  Cohen  c.  Eureka  &  P.  R. 
R.  Co.,  14  Nev.  376;  Bradshaw  r. 
Lancashire  &  Y.  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep. 
10  C.  P.  189;  Phillips  v.  London  & 
South  Western  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  4  Q. 

B.  Div.  406;  S.  C.  5  Id.  78,  and  L.  R.  5 

C.  P.  Div.  280.  Evidence  may  be  given 
of  the  plaintiff's  occupation,  and  the 
effect  of  the  injury  upon  his  capacity 
to  perform  it:  Grand  Rapids  &  Ind. 
R.  R,  Co.  17.  Martin,  41  Mich.  667; 
Elkhart  v.  Ritter,  supra;  also  of  hia 
earnings:  Simonson  v.  C,  R.  I.  &  P. 
Ry.  Co.,  49  la.  87;  Kline  r.  Kan.sns 
City,  St.  Jos.  &  C.  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  50 
la.  656;  Nash  v.  Sharpe,  19  Hun.  o65; 
Phillips  r.  L.  &  S.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  supra. 
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if  any.*  Bat  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to  recover  more  tlian 
merely  compensatory  damages,  in  the  ordinary  sense,  the  foun- 
dation therefor  must  be  laid  in  the  petition  or  dechiration.' 

In  an  action  for  damages  for  a  personal  injnry,  evidence  can 
not  be  given  of  charitable  subscriptions,  donations  or  contribn- 
tions  made  to  the  plaintiff  subsequent  to,  and  by  reason  of,  the 
injury.  These  circumstances  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  entur 
into  the  consideration  of  the  jury  in  arriving  at  the  measure  of 
damages,  and  may  not  be  taken  into  account  to  diminish  the 
amount  of  recovery.'  To  hold  otherwise,  would  be  to  give  to 
the  defendant  in  the  action,  instead  of  to  the  injured  party,  the 
benefit  of  such  fruits  of  benevolence;  and  it  would  be  just  as 
reasonable,  on  the  other  liand, -to  enhance  the  amount  of  tlio  re- 
covery or  finding  of  the  jury  because  no  good  gifts  had  been 
made.     These  things  are  not  to  be  considered  either  way. 

Among  the  considerations  for  which  damages  may  be  given 
are  physical  pain  suffered  by  the  party  injured,  when  he  himself  is 
plaintiff,  expenses  of  nursing,  loss  of  time,  and  of  medical  attend- 
ance. But  in  allowing  for  pain  and  suffering,  the  effect  of  sym- 
pathy is  to  be  guarded  against,  as  also  any  extravagant  allowance; 
and  in  cases  calling  only  for  compensatory  damages,  feelings  of 
sympathy,  compassion  and  charity  are  elements  improper  to 
enter  into  the  making  up  of  the  verdict,  as  calculated  to  mislead. 
The  same  rule  Is  to  be  adopted,  too,  whether  the  parties  be  rich 
or  poor,  or  are  natural  persons  or  corporate  bodies,  which  latter 
are  persons  in  law.  The  law  is  in  this  respect  the  same  unto 
all  men  and  to  all  persons,  natural  and  corporate,  rich  and  poor.* 


Bat  plaintiff's  counsel  fees  cnn  not  be 
proven:  Houston  &  Tex.  Ry.  Co.  v, 
Oram,  ^  Tex.  341. 

*  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Books, 
57  Penn.  St.  339,  345;  Norristown  p. 
Moyer,  67  Penn.  St.  355;  Central  R.  R. 
A:  B.  Co.  V.  Kelly,  supra. 

*  Deppe  V,  Chi.,  Rock  Tsld.  &  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  36  Iowa,  52,  60;  Tomlinson 
r.  Derby.  43  Conn.  562. 

*  Norristown  p.  Moyer,  67  Penn.  St. 
3.55.  But  when  the  plaintiff,  a  physi- 
cian, claims  compensation  for  inability 
to  practice  his  profession,  the  defend- 
ant may  show  that  his  practice  was 


unlawful,  and  his  general  reputation 
as  to  this:  Jacques  v,  Bridgeport 
Horse  R.  R.  Co.,  41  Conn.  61,  6  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  1. 

*  Norristown  t?.  Moyer,  67  Penn.  St. 
355;  Quigley  p.  Cent.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 
11  Nev.  350.  But  where  the  coiiit 
instructed  the  jury  they  might  include 
**  the  injury  to  his  (plaintiff 's)  prido, 
his  manhood,"  it  was  held  to  refer  to 
the  character  of  the  injury — it  appear- 
ing that  thereby  plaintiff  was  permu- 
nently  deformed — and  was  therefore 
not  erroneous;  Atlanta  &  Richmond 
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Tlie  Supreme  Court  of  Missouri  say  that  the  proposal  to  call 
in  surgeons,  (luring  the  progress  of  a  trial,  to  examine  plaintiff 
as  to  the  extent  of  her  injuries,  is  unknown  to  the  law  of  that 
state,  and  the  court  has  no  power  to  enforce  such  an  order.^  lu 
Iowa,  however,  on  motion,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  an  order 
of  court  for  such  examination.' 

The  opinion  of  the  plaintiflf  as  to  the  extent  of  the  damage 
suffered  by  him,  is  incompetent  evidence." 

There  can  be  but  one  recovery  for  a  personal  injury,  which  in- 
cludes all  damages  sustained  and  prospective,  and  is  a  bar  to  an- 
otlier  recovery.* 

An  action  to  recover  damages  for  a  personal  injury  not  re- 
sulting in  death  is  a  commou  law  proceeding  in  Kentucky, 
and  it  is  there  held  that  punitive  damages  are  recoverable  if  the 
company  has  failed  to  use  diligence  in  keeping  its  works  in  re- 
})air.'  The  absence  of  slight  care  in  the  management  of  a  train, 
or  in  keeping  the  track  in  repair,  is  gross  negligence.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  show  the  absence  of  all  care,  or  a  reckless  indiffer- 
ence to  the  safety  of  passengers,  or  intentional  misconduct.* 

9.  For  personal  injury  causing  death. — It  is  difScult  to  place 
a  pecuniary  estimate  upon  human  life,  or  to  arrive  at  any  fixed 
rule  of  damages  in  such  cases.  The  current,  and  we  think  we 
may  say  the  settled,  authority  is,  that  the  pecuniary  loss  suf- 
fered by  the  parties  entitled  to  the  sum  to  be  recovered,  is  the 
correct  measure  of  damages  for  a  personal  injury  causing  death.* 


Air  Line  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wood,  48  6a. 
5C'>,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep  406. 

*  Loyd  V.  Htinnibal  &  St.  Joseph  R. 
R.  Co.,  53  Mo.  509,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
474. 

2  Schroeder  v.  Chica^fo,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  47  la.  375, 14  Am. 
Uy.  Rep.  a59. 

'  Central  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  v. 
Kelly,  58  Ga.  107,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
114. 

*  Town  of  Elkhart  r.  Ritter,  66  Ind. 
i:)6;  South  &  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
McLendon,  10  Repr.  688. 

*  Maysville  &  Lexingrton  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Herrick,  13  Bush,  122, 17  Am.  Uy. 
l\ep.  'Li3. 


•  M.  &  L.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Herrick.  And 
see  post^  title  Punitive  Damages,  this 
chapter.  Where  the  verdict  is  for  the 
defendant,  judgment  vrill  not  be  re- 
versed because  the  court  omitted  to 
char^'e  the  jury  as  to  the  measure  of 
dama<?es:  Moran  v.  Nashville  &  Chat- 
tanooga R.  R.  Co.,  58  Tenn.  379,  21 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  192. 

^Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Zebe,  03  Penn. 
St.  (9  Casey),  318;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Vandcver,  36 Penn.  St.  (12  Casey),  298; 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Henderson, 
61  Penn.  St.  315;  Pennsylvania  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Butler,  57  Penn.  St.  335.  338; 
Coakley  v.  North  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  5 
Penn.  L.  J.  444,  6  Am.   Law  Reg. 
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That  lo89  18  said  to  be  what  the  deceased  would  have  probably 
accnmalated  by  his  intellectual  or  bodily  labor  in  his  profession 
or  business  during  his  lifetime,  and  which  would  have  gone  to 
those  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  a  recovery  sought  to  be  had, 
taking  into  consideration  the  age,  ability,  disposition  as  to  in- 
dustry, and  also  the  habits  of  life  and  expenditure  of  living,  of 
the  deceased.*     But  nothing  is  to  be  allowed  for  the  bodily  suf- 


355;  Mansfield  Coal  &  C.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Enery,  91  Penn.  St.  185;  S.  C.  37  Leg. 
Int.  28;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Shannon,  AdmV,  43  lU.  338;  111.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  u.  Weldon,  AdinV,  52  111. 
290;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Baches,  55 
III.  379;  Chicago  &  AUon  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Becker,  76  III.  25;  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Harwood, 
80  III.  88;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  South- 
em  Ry.  Co.  V.  Sunderland,  2  Bradw. 
(III.),  307;  Telfer  r.  The  Northern 
R.  R.  Co.,  1  Vroom,  188;  Bait.  &  0. 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  The  State,  use  of  Kelley 
etah,,  24  Md.  271,  281;  Bait.  &  0. 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  The  State,  use  of  Wood- 
ward, 41  Md.  26S;  Macon  &  Western 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Johnson,  38  Ga.  409; 
Rose  V,  Des Moines  Valley  Ry.  Co.,  39 
la.  246,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  7;  Kansas  Pa- 
cific Ry.  Co.  V.  Cutter,  19  Kans  83,  17 
Am,  Ry.  Rep.  471;  Collins  r.  East 
Tenn.,  Va.  &  Ga.  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Heisk. 
841,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  46;  Holmes  v, 
Oregon  &  Cal.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Sawyer, 
.380;  S.  C.  5  Fed.  Repr.  528, 1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  623;  Burton  v.  Wil- 
mington &  Weldon  R.  K.  Co.,  82  N. 
Car.  504;  Little  Rock  &  Ft.  Smith  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Barker,  33  Ark.  .'350.  The  rule 
in  Colorado  is  stated  to  be  that  where 
the  statute  prescribes  no  measure  of 
damages,  that  ordinarily  applicable  in 
like  cases  at  common  law  will  govern: 
KansajB  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  r.  Miller,  2 
Col.  442,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  i'45.  Pu- 
nitive damages  are  allowed  by  the  Al- 
abama statute:  Savannah  &  Memphis 


R.  R.  Co.  r.  Shearer,  58  Ala-  672,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  451. 

*  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hender- 
son. 51  Penn.  St.  315;  Pennsylvania 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Butler.  57  Penn.  St.  :*3o, 
338;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Weldon. 
52  III.  290;  Chicngo  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Moranda,  93  111.  302;  Bait.  & 
0.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  State,  use  of  Kelley, 
24  Md.  271,  281;  Bait.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  The  State,  use  of  Woodward,  41 
Md.  268;  Collin'*  v.  E.  T..  V.  &  G.  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra;  Burton  v,  W.  &  W.  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra;  Kans.  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Lundin,  3  Col.  94;  Denver,  S.  P.  &  P. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Woodward,  4  Col.  1.  162; 
Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Noell,  32 
Gratt.  394.  The  allowance,  if  for  mi- 
nors, is  estimated  as  till  their  matior- 
it> ;  it"  for  the  widow.  It  is  estimated 
for  the  term  of  her  probable  life :  Bait. 
&  0.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  State,  use  of  Train- 
or,  as  Md.  542.  To  this  well  settled 
and  just  rule  of  law  the  court  added, 
in  its  instructions  to  the  jury,  in  Tlie 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  r.  McCloskev's 
Adm>,  23  Penn.  St.  (11  Harris),  526, 
as  law,  the  following  unwarranted 
and  extraordinary  assumption,  to  wit ; 
**  But  if  the  jury  can  find  a  better  rule 
than  the  one  suggested,  they  are  at 
liberty  to  adopt  it;"  which  was  sus- 
tained by  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme 
Court,  LowRiK,  J.;  Justices  Bi.ack 
and  Woodward  dissenting.  See,  ii 
this  connection,  Kansas  Pacific  Ry 
Co.  V,  Miller,  supra. 
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fering  of  deceased,  or  for  distress  of  mind  of  such  surviving 
beneficiaries,  occasioned  bv  his  death.^ 

In  actions  for  personal  injury  resulting  in  death,  evidence  of 
the  probable  period  or  length  of  the  life  of  the  deceased,  esti- 
mated by  reference  to  and  in  accordance  with  the  principles  and 
rules  laid  down  in  recognized  American  life-tables,  is  properly 
admissible,  in  aid  of  ascertainment  of  the  damages." 

Wher^  the  jury  find  a  certain  sum  as  the  pecuniary  loss  sus- 
tained, it  will  be  allowed  to  stand  even  though  it  may  not  be 
strictly  consistent  with  a  special  finding  by  them  as  to  the 
amount  of  loss,  or  the  manner  thereof'.' 

There  must  be  proof  of  damage  in  order  to  sustain  more  than 
a  nominal  verdict;*  but  pecuniary  loss  may  be  inferred  by  the 
jury  if  there  is  proof  of  the  age,  character  and  capacity  of  the 
deceased,  and  of  the  relations  sustained  by  liim  toward  the  ben- 
eficiaries.' 

The  rule  of  damages  in  Georgia  is,  where  the  widow  sues  for 
the  death  of  the  husband,  and  no  negligence  or  fault  is  shown  in 


1  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Zebe,  38  Penn. 
St.  (9  Casey),  318;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co. 
17.  Vandever,  36  Penn.  St.  (12  Casey), 
298:  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hen- 
derson,  51  Penn.  St.  315,  323;  Penn- 
sylvania R.  R.  Co.  V.  Butler,  57  Penn. 
St.  335,  338;  Coakley  v.  North  Penn. 
R.  R.  Co.,  5  Penn.  Law»  Journal,  444; 
Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Tindall,  13 
Ind.  366;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Shannon,  AdmV,  43  111.  838;  111.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Weklon,  52  111.  290;  Nash- 
ville &  Chattanoog-a  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ste- 
vens, 9  Hcisk,  12,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
:m;  Collins  p.  East  Tenn.,  Va.  &  Ga. 
R.  R.Co.,  9  Heisk.  841,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  46;  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Miller.  2  Col.  442,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
245.  Sec.  2291  of  the  Tennessee  Code 
does  not  give  compensation  for  grief  of 
the  wife,  bat  does  for  bodily  and  men- 
tal sutFering  of  the  deceased,  and  dam- 
aires  resulting  to  the  beneficiaries:  N. 
&  C.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Stevens,  Collins  v. 
E.  T.,  V.  &  G.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra; 
Fowlkes  V.   Nashville  &  Decatur  R. 


R.  Co.,  5  Baxt.  663. 

•^O'Donnell  v.  O'DonnelKs  Exec'rs, 
3  Bush  (Ky.),  216;  Alexander's  Ex- 
ec'x  V.  Bradley,  3  Bush,  667;  Louis- 
ville, Cincinnati  &  Lexington  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Mahony's  Adm'x,  7  Bush  (Ky.), 
2'>5,  2:38;  Sauter  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  & 
Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  66  N.  Y.  50, 
6  Hun,  446;  Walters  r.  C,  R.  I.  &  P. 
R.  R.  Co..  36  la.  458;  S.  C.  41  Ta.  71; 
Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Noell,  32 
Gratt.  394;  Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Lundin,  3  Col.  94;  Denver,  S.  P.  &  P. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Woodward,  4  Col.  1. 

^Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Cutter, 
19  Kans.  83,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  471. 

*  McTntyre  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
37  N.  Y.  287;  Mitchell  v.  N.  Y.  Cent. 
&  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Hun;  535;  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shannon, 
43  III.  338;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Weldon,  52  111.  290. 

^  Cornwall  v.  Mills,  44  N.  Y.  Supe- 
rior, 45;  Rockford,  Rock  Island  &  St. 
Louis  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Delaney,  82  111. 
198. 
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the  conduct  of  the  deceased  in  connection  with  the  injury,  to  as- 
certain what  is  a  reasonable  support  of  the  widow,  according  to 
the  condition,  habits,  character  and  occupation  in  life  of  the 
husband:  and  when  so  found,  give  the  value  of  this  in prcBsentl^ 
as  ascertainable  by  the  life-table?,  according  to  tiiC  expectancy 
of  her  life.  The  result  of  this  finding  or  conclusion  is  the  proper 
measure  of  damages  in  such  cases  in  Georgia/  ♦  / 

10.  To  parent,  for  injury  to  minor  child. — If  the  action  be  by 
the  father  for  injury  to  his  minor  child,  the  measure  of  damages 
is  to  be  a  fair  compensation  for  the  loss  of  service  o3casioned  by 
the  injury,  as  also  remuneration  for  the  necessary  expenses  of 
nursing  and  medical  attendance,  if  any  such  are  incurred  by  the 
plaintiff.'  If  death  has  ensued  from  the  injury,  then  the  loss  of 
service  is  to  be  estimated  during  the  time  the  deceased,  if  he  had 
lived,  would  have  been  in  a  state  of  minority.'  In  case  death 
does  not  result  from  the  injury,  then  the  service  is  to  be  estima- 
ted from  the  time  lost  by  reason  of  the  injury,  not,  however,  be- 
yond the  time  of  the  injured  person's  arrival  at  his  majority. 
And  though  death  ensue  from  the  injury,  damages  may  not  be 
allowed  to  the  parent  except  for  the  reasonable  and  just  expecta- 
tion of  life  prior  to  attaining  majority.  The  possibility  of  the  de- 
ceased having  survived  and  afforded  filial  aid  beyond  that  period, 
had  he  not  been  injured,  is  too  remote  to  be  taken  into  account  in 
the  assessment  of  damages  for  the  death.*  But  where  the  de- 
ceased child  is  above  the  age  of  twenty-one,  if  any  evidence  is 
produced  tending  to  show  a  reasonable  expectation  of  pecuniary 
advantage  accruing  to  the  plaintiffs  (mother  and  fatlier),  and 
which  is  destroyed  by  the  loss  of  the  son,  it  should  be  submitted 
to  Ihe  jury  to  determine.* 

The  fact  that  a  widow  was  not  entirely  dependent  upon  her 
husband  for  support  during  his  lifetime,  does  not  affect  her  right 
of  recovery.' 

*  Macon  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  «.  r.  Bait.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Md.  102. 

Johnson,  38  Geo.  409.  'The  State,  use  of   Conghlan,    r. 

2  The  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kel-  Bait.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Md.  102. 

ly,  31  Penn.  St.  (7  Casey),  372;  Penn-  *  The  State,  for  use  of  Coujrhlan,  r. 

gylvania  R.  R.  Co.  ».  Zebe.  33  Penn.  Bait.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Md.  102. 

St.  318;  Oakland  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Field-  'North  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kirk,  90 

ing.  48  Penn.  St.  (12  Wrierht),  320;  Penn.  St.  15;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R. 

Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Tindall,  13  R.  Cas.  45. 

Ind.  366;  The  State,  use  of  Coughlan,  •Denver,    S.  P.  &    P.   Ry.   Co.   v. 
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11.  For  conversion  of,  or  failure  to  deliver,  stock. — ^Tlie  mcas* 
nre  of  damages  in  an  action  for  failure  to  replace  or  return  bor- 
rowed stocks,  is  the  highest  market  price  thereof  from  the  time 
the  defendant  was  bound  to  deliver  the  same  up  to  the  time 
of  the  trial.*  But  the  rule  in  Illinois  is  the  actual  market  price 
of  the  stocks  at  the  time  of  conversion  of  the  same.' 

12.  Por  injury  to  personal  property. — The  measure  of  dam- 
ages for  injuries  by  a  railroad  company  to  personal  property,  as 
a  mere  act  of  negligence  unaccompanied  with  intentional  wrong, 
is  compensation — that  is,  such  sum  as  will  make  the  injured 
party  whole,  by  repairing  the  injury  and  compensating,  also,  for 
the  direct  loss  occasioned  thereby.' 

In  the  case  here  cited  from  4th  Indiana,  the  injury  was  done 
to  the  wagon  of  the  complainant  at  a  depot  of  defendant,  where  it 
was  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  removing  away  some  freight 
which  was  coming  in  on  the  train,  and  which  plaintiff  had  come 
there  to  receive.  The  wagon  being  disabled  and  the  trip  lost, 
the  court  held  the  measure  of  damages  to  be  the  value  of  the 
damage  done  to  the  wagon,  the  lost  value  of  the  trip  in 
which  plaintiff  was  engaged,  and  the  value  of  the  use  of  the 
wagon  for  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to  have  the  same  re- 
paired.* 

13.  Por  breach  of  right  of  way  contract. — The  measure  of 
damages  for  a  breach  of  contract  to  convey  land  to  a  railroad  com- 
pany  for  its  right  of  way,  is  the  increased  difference,  if  any,  be- 
tween the  price  agreed  upon  in  the  contract  and  the  amount  of 
assessment  money  which  the  company  has  to  subsequently  pay 
to  procure  the  same  right  of  way  by  assessment  under  the  stat- 
ute.* This  is  the  amount  which  will  in  such  case  make  the  com- 
pany whole.     This  is  compensation. 

Where  a  landowner  conve3'8  the  right  of  way  through  his 
lands  for  a  nominal  sum,  and  also  in  consideration  that  the  rail- 
Woodward,  4  Col.  1,  162.  See  Phil-  N.  Y.),  309;  Clark  v,  Pinney,  7  Cow. 
lips  V,  London  &  S.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  Law  687. 

Rep.  5  C.  P.  Div.  280;    S.  C.  L.  R.  4  ^Sturges  and  others  «.  Keith,  57 

Q.  B.  Div.  406,  and  5  Id.  78.  III.  451. 

'  Bank  of  Montg^omery  v.  Repse,  2  •  Shelbyville  Lateral  Branch  R.  R. 

Casey  (26  Penn.  St.),  147;  Muagrave  Co.  v,  Lewark,  4  Ind.  471. 

r.  Beckendorff,  53  Penn.  St.  310,  312;  *4  Ind.  471,  473. 

West  V.  Pritchard,  19  Conn.  212;  Ro-  »  Western  R.  R.  Co.  r.   Babcock,  6 

maine  v.  Van  Allen,   12   Smith   (26  Met.  346. 
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road  company  slioiild  erect  a  depot  upon  designated  grounds 
sold  by  such  landowner  to  the  company  at  a  given  price,  upon 
failure  of  the  company  to  perform  by  building  of  the  depot,  it 
becomes  liable  in  damages  to  such  landowner;  and  the  true  meas- 
ure of  damages,  in  an  action  ibr  such  breach  of  contract,  is  not 
the  amount  which  the  right  of  way  would  have  been  assessed  at 
if  condemned  under  tlie  statute,  but  is  the  amount  or  sum  of 
money  in  which  the  adjacent  lands  of  such  owner  would  have 
been  increased  in  value  if  the  contract  were  complied  with,  add- 
ed to  the  fair  value  of  the  right  of  way/  These  two  together, 
as  an  aggregate  sum,  form  the  measure  of  damages  in  such  ac- 
tion; and  the  value  of  the  right  of  way  is  to  be  ascertained  in  the 
usual  manner,  by  estimating  the  difference  in  value  of  the  land 
before  and  after  the  building  of  the  road,  considering  all  proxi- 
mate advantages  and  disadvantages  to  the  owner,  not  common 
to  others.' 

14.  Refosing  to  permit  transfer  of  capital  stock. — In  an  ac- 
tion against  the  company  by  the  buyer  for  refusing  to  permit  a 
transfer,  and  refusal  to  make  a  delivery  of,  stock,  the  meas- 
ure of  damages  is  the  value  of  the  stock  at  the  date  of  making 
a  demand  for  it,  and  not  as  of  the  time  of  trial.' 

15.  For  wrongful  expulsion  from  cars. — The  true  measure 
of  damages  for  wrongfully  expelling  a  party  from  the  cars, 
where  the  act  is  unaccompanied  with  aggravating  circumstances 
or  wantonness  on  the  part  of  the  company,  is  the  actual  loss  and 
damage  sustained  by  the  party  by  reason  of  his  expulsion.*   The 


'  Watt^rson  r.  Allegheny  Valley  R. 
R.  Co.,  74  Fenn.  St.  208. 

'Watterson  v.  Allegheny  Valley  R. 
R.  Co.,  74  Penn.  St.  208.  In  this  es- 
timate, profits  of  business  are  not  to  be 
considered;  but  the  increased  value 
of  the  land  as  a  place  of  business  may 
be  considered  as  a  benefit  to  have  re- 
snlted  from  the  depot  and  station,  if 
erected  in  fulfillment  of  the  contract: 
lb, 

'  Pinkerton  r.  The  Manchester  & 
Lawrence  R.  R.  Co.,  42  N.  H.  424; 
Baltimore  City  Pass.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Sew- 
ell,  35  Md.  238;  Hussey  i?.  Manfrs.  & 
Mech.  Bank,   10  Pick.  415 ;  Wyman 


V.  Am.  Powder  Co.,  8  Cu?h.  IB-^: 
Sewall  r.  Boston  W.  P.  Co.,  4  Allen, 
277. 

*  Mil.  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Finney, 
10  Wis.  388;  Hamilton  tj.  Third  Ave- 
nue R.  R.  Co.,  53  N.  Y.  25,  5  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  362.  But  see  Hays  r.  Hous- 
ton G.  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  46  Tex.  272,  13 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  281,  where  it  is  said 
the  jury  may  consider  the  injuries 
sustained  by  the  plaintiff  in  his  feel- 
ings, his  person  and  his  estate,  nnd 
his  situation  in  life  and  reputation,  and 
any  circumstances  attending  the  act; 
but  not  his  property,  or  the  wealth  of 
the  defendant.    And  see  Philadelphia, 
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action  in  sncli  cases  is  in  its  nature  ex  contractu^  as  the  expnl- 
sion,  if  wrongful,  results  in  a  violation  of  the  contract  for 
the  passage  of  the  party.*  Vindictive  damages  are  not  allow- 
able in  siic]i  case,  unless  for  acts  accompanied  with  malicious- 
ness, bronglit  home  to  the  intent  of  the  company.'  It  is  no 
defense  to  snch  an  action  that  the  wrong  act  was  willful  on  the 
part  of  tlie  conductor,  for  the  ground  of  action  is  the  breach  of 
the  contract  of  carriage,  and  the  conductor  being  the  agent  of  the 
company  to  carry  it  out,  it  tlierefore  results  that  the  breach  is 
none  tlie  less  actionable  because  he  uiay  have  failed  in  bis  duty 
from  improper  motives.*  It  is  unlike  an  action  in  tort  for  a 
wrong  and  violence  unnecessarily  inflicted  by  an  agent  outside 
of  his  authority. 

For  putting  a  passenger  off  the  cars,  contrary  to  the  statute,* 
betwixt  stations,  who  wantonly  refuses  to  pay  fare  and  claims  to 
ride  free,  the  true  measure  is  nominal  damages,  if  no  more  is 
done  than  simply  to  eject  him,  and  no  indignities  or  violence  are 
unnecessarily  offered  him.  The  only  wrong  being  the  expelling 
of  the  passenger  at  an  improper  place,  as  between  stations,  the 
law  affords  therefor  merely  nominal  damages.*  But  if  the  expul- 
sion be  accompanied  with  willful  wrong  or  violence  on  the  part 
of  the  conductor  as  to  the  manner  of  putting  off  the  train,  and 


Wilmington  &  Baltimore  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Larkin,  47  Md.  155,  18  Am.  Rj. 
Rep.  536. 

*  Mil.  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Finney, 
10  Wis.  388. 

»Mil.  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Finney, 
10  Wis.  388;  Du  Laurans  v.  First 
D  V.  St.  Paul  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  15 
Minn.  49;  Hamilton  v.  Third  Avenue 
R.  R.  Co.,  53  N.  Y.  25,  5  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  362;  Parker  v.  Long  Island  R.  R. 
Co.,  13  Hun,  319;  Hays  v.  Houston  G. 
N.  R.  R.  Co.,  46  Tex.  272;  Edelmann 
r.  St  Louis  Transfer  Co.,  3  Mo.  App. 
503.  And  where  vindictive  damages 
are,  or  might  be,  claimed,  evidence 
by  the  servant  ejecting  the  plaint- 
iff as  to  his  good  faith  in  so  doing, 
is  proper:  Yates  r.  New  York  Cen- 
tral &  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  67  N. 
Y.  100,  15  Am.  Ry.   Rep.  137.    And 


even  if  the  admission  of  such  testi- 
mony be  considered  erroneous,  if  the 
jury  have  found  against  a  cause  of  ac- 
tion, the  judgment  will  not  be  re- 
versed for  that  reason :  Ibid, 

•Mil.  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Finney, 
10  Wis.  388;  Weed  v.  Panama  R.  R. 
Co.,  17  N.  Y.  362;  Sherley  v,  Billings, 
8  Bush,  147;  Goddard  v.  Grand 
Ti-unk  Ry.  Co.,  57  Me.  202.  And 
so  where  the  conductor  employs  as- 
sistants to  aid  in  expelling  a  pas- 
senger, the  company  will  be  liable  for 
injury  caused  by  their  unjustifiable 
force,  although  contrary  to  the  con- 
ductor's orders:  Coleman  i\  New 
York  &  New  Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  106 
Mass.  160,  6  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  306. 

*  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Parks,  18  111.  460. 

*Terre  Haute,  Alton  &  St.  Louis  R. 
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in  dipclmrge  of  that  duty,  then  exemplary  damages  may  be  given.* 
It  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury  whether  blows  are  struck 
in  the  exercise  of  justifiable  force  to  efiect  an  expulsion,  and 
overcome  force  with  which  the  passenger  is  resisting  it,  and 
wliether  more  force  is  used  than  is  necessary;  and  the  jury 
should  be  intelligibly  instructed  that  the  plaintiff  has  no  right 
to  resist  expulsion  if  he  is  wrongfully  on  the  cars."  And  if  the 
railroad  company,  by  using  excessive  violence,  aggravate  an  in- 
cipient disease  of  the  passenger,  it  is  no  defense  that  they  were 
not  cautioned  about  it.'  And  the  question  whether  the  force  ag- 
gravated the  disease  is  also  for  the  jury.* 

In  a  case  where  a  person,  after  being  thrown  from  a  car  upon 
the  ground,  got  up  again,  pursued  and  overtook  the  car,  walked 
a  considerable  distance  that  evening,  worked  on  the  following 
day,  and  no  external  injury  could  be  perceived,  although  there 
was  doubt  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  internal  injuries 
(which,  however,  were  not  of  a  nature  to  impair  plaintiff 's  means 
of  earning  a  livelihood),  twelve  thousand  dollars  damages  were 
lield  to  be  grossly  excessive.'  In  this  case  it  was  also  held  that 
where  the  conductor  is  made  a  co-defendant,  evidence  of  the  pe- 
cuniary ability  of  the  company  in  aggravation  of  damages  is 
improper.* 

16.  For  breach  of  contract  to  conBtract  railroad. — In  an  ac- 
tion by  a  contractor  against  a  railroad  company,  for  a  breach  of 
contract  of  construction  by  an  unauthorized  suspension  of  the 


R.  Co.  V.  Vanatta,  21  III.  188;  Chicago 
&  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Roberts,  40 
111.  503.  And  see  Brown  v.  Mo., 
Kana.  &  Tex.  Ry.,  64  Mo.  536,  17 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  242,  where  the  pass 
had  been  obtained  by  miBrepresenta- 
tions. 

»Chi.,  Rock  Isld.  &  Pacific  Ry.  Co. 
p.  Herring,  57  111.  59;  Kansas  Pa- 
cific Ry.  Co.  V.  Kessler,  18  Eans.  523, 
15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  a38;  Philadelphia, 
Wilmington  &  Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Larkin.  47  Md.  155,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
5.36;  and  this,  too,  though  the  plaintiff 
may  have  rendered  himself  liable  to  be 
ejected  from  the  cars  by  his  disor- 
derly conduct:  P.,  W.  &  B.  R.  R.  Co, 


V.  Larkm,  supra. 

"Coleman  r.  New  York  &  New 
Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  106  Mass.  160,  6 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  306. 

« Coleman  v.  N.  Y.  &  N.  H.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra. 

^Ibid, 

^  Chicago  City  Ry.  Co.  v.  Henry,  62 
lU.  142,  6  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  365.  But 
eight  hundred  dollars  held  not  exces- 
sive, in  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Kess- 
ler, supra, 

*Chi.  City  Ry.  Co.  v.  Henry,  supra. 
And  see  Toledo,  WHbash  &  Western 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Smith,  57  111.  517,  10  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  445. 
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work,  thedifTcrence  between  the  amount  such  contractor  whs,  bv 
his  contract,  to  receive  of  the  railroad  company  for  the  work,  and 
tlie  amount  contracted  by  him  to  pay  for  the  same  work  to  a 
sub-contractor,  is  not  the  measure  of  damac^es.'  Moreover,  evi- 
dence of  such  difference  is  not  legal  testimony  for  the  jury.* 

The  measure  of  damages  in  an  action  by  a  contractor  against  a 
railroad  corporation  for  the  breach  of  an  executory  agreement  to 
let  a  contract  of  construction  of  a  portion  of  its  road,  is  the  same 
as  if,  the  contract  having  been  fully  executed,  the  company  there- 
after broke  the  same  by  refusing  to  allow  the  performance  thereof 
by  the  contractor,  and  by  refusing  to  perform  on  its  part.* 

Although  generally  future  profits  can  not  be  allowed  in  esti- 
mating damages,  yet  where  labor  is  to  be  performed  on  which  prof- 
its will  arise  as  the  direct  result  of  the  work  done  at  a  contract 
price,  and  the  contractor  is  prevented  from  earning  such  profit 
by  the  wrongful  act  of  the  company,  such  damages  may  be  esti- 
mated.* The  probable  cost  of  completion  of  the  contract  may 
be  established  by  proof  of  the  value  of  the  material,  labor  and 
skill  required;*  and  for  this  purpose  expert  testimony  is  ad- 
missible.* 

The  witnesses  must  estimate  the  cost  of  labor  and  materials 
as  of  the  date  of  the  breach  of  the  contract,  which  is  the  time 
when  the  cause  of  action  accrues.'  From  that  time  the  con- 
tractor performs  no  more  labor,  and  assumes  no  further  risk. 
These  things  should  be  considered  by  the  jury,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent it  mav  be  held  that*  the  rule  of  damaa^es  is  limited — tiiat 
the  difference  between  the  cost  of  doing  the  work,  and  the  price 
to  be  paid  for  it,  is  the  measure  of  damages.* 

17.  Breach  of  contract  of  carriage. — For  the  breach  of  a  con- 
tract of  carriage  of  passengers,  damages  can  not  be  recovered  for 
annovance  and  vexation  of  mind,  or  mental  distress  and  sense 


*  Story  V.  New  York  &  Harlem  R. 
R.  Co..  6  N.Y.  (2  Selclen),  85;  Master- 
ton  p.  The  Mayor  et  al.  of  Brooklyn, 
7  Hill.  61.  And  see  Waco  Tap  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Shirley.  45  Tex.  355.  13  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  2a3. 

»Storyt>.  New  York  &  Harlem  R. 
R.  Co.,  6  N.Y.  (2  Selden),  85;  Maa- 
terton  v.  The  Mayor,  etc.,  of  Brook- 


lyn, 7  Hill,  61. 

« Pratt  r.  The  Hudson  River  R.  R, 
Co.,  21  N.  Y.  (7  Smith).  305, 

*Waco  Tap  R.  R.  Co.  t>.  Shirley, 
45  Tex.  355,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  233. 

»  Waco  Tap  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shirley. 

•  Waco  Tap  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Shirley. 

'  Waco  Tap  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shirley. 

«  Waco  Tap  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shirley. 
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of  wrong,  even  though  the  breach  is  willful;'  but  loss  of  time, 
iind  such  personal  inconvenience  as  is  the  immediate  conse- 
quence of  the  breach  of  contract,  are  proper  elements  of  dam- 
age.' 

The  measure  of  damages  in  an  action  for  breach  of  a  special 
contract  to  carry  freight  at  fixed  rates,  is  the  difference  between 
the  market  price  of  the  goods  refused  to  be  carried  at  the  place 
of  shipment  and  the  place  of  destination,  less  the  charges  agreed 
upon.'  Anticipated  profits  from  contracts  subsequently  made 
can  not  be  included,  although  at  the  time  of  making  the  agree- 
ment the  carrier  was  notified  that  the  shipper  wished  to  make 
such  contracts.* 

18.  For  breach  of  other  oon tracts. — Under  a  contract  in 
which  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  run  a  stage  line  between  certain 
points,  in  consideration  of  which  the  railroad  company  granted 
the  exclusive  right  of  ticketing  between  such  points  for  a  terra 
of  3'ear8,  it  was  held  that  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  damages 
sufiered  in  the  steamboat  business  between  intervening  points 
by  reason  of  its  breach.*  Upon  such  a  contract  the  measure  of 
damages  is  not  the  difference  between  the  contract  price  for  car- 
rying passengers  and  the  cost  of  transportation,  but  is  the  profits 
])laintiff  was  in  fact  able  to  make,  taking  into  account  the  situa- 
tion and  use  of  his  property  in  the  transportation  of  other  pas- 
sengers, and  the  carrying  on  of  other  and  distinct  business  over 
the  same  route.* 

19.  Punitive  damages. — There  is  a  species  of  enhanced  dam- 
ages, over  and  above  the  ordinary  measure  of  compensation,  that 
are  given  in  the  interest  of  the  public,  and  not  as  a  matter  of 
right  to  the  injured  party,  where  the  conduct  of  the  defendant 
in  reference  to  the  infliction  of  the  injury- is  so  grossly  negli- 
gent, malicious,  or  wanton,  as,  in  view  of  the  public  good,  to 
call  fur  punishment  by  way  of  example.  These  are  sometimes 
referred  to  as  "punitive,"  sometimes  as  "exemplary,"  and 
sometimes  as  "vindictive,"  damages.     To  authorize  the  inflic- 

'  Walsh  V.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9. 

St.  Pad  Ry.  Co..  42  Wis.  23,  15  Am.  *  Harvey  p.  Conn.  &  P.  Rivers  R.  R. 

Ry.  Rep.  71.  Co. 

« Walsh  t.  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co.  *Frye  v  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  67 

•  Harvey    v.    Conn.  &  Passumpsic  Me.  414,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  363. 

Rivers  R.  R.  Co.,  124  Mass.  421.  18  •/6irf. 
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tion  of  sncli  daman^es,  tlie  jnry  must  find  from  the  evidence 
Bomethino^  more  as^ainst  the  defendant  than  mere  want  of  ordi- 
nary  care,  [t  must  appear  that  tlie  defendant  was  guilty  of 
either  fraud,  malice,  wantonness,  violence,  gross  want  of  care, 
oppression,  or  other  wrong  act  or  intent.* 

But  to  authorize  such  findino:  of  vindictive  damaojcs,  the  im- 
proper  conduct  and  intent  on  which  the  finding  is  to  be  predi- 
cated must  be  that  of  the  principal.  It  is  not  sufficient  that 
such  be  the  conduct  and  wrong  of  a  mere  servant,  unless  the 
principal  be  by  the  evidence  connected  in  some  manner  there- 
with.' 

Or,  in  other  words,  the  master  or  employer  is  not  liable  in 
punitive  damages  unless  his  own  wrong  act,  default  or  neo;- 
ligence  be  connected  in  some  manner  therewith;  as  if  the 
conduct  of  the  servant  be  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of,  or  be 
ratified  by,  the  master,  as  by  retaining  him  in  his  employment,  or 


'  Chicago  &  Rock  Isr  J  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
McKean,  40  111.  218;  City  of  Chicago 
V.  Martin,  49  III.  245;  Chicago,  Rock 
Isl^d  &  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Herring, 
57  111.  59;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Patterson,  63  111.  304; 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Bryan,  90  111.  126;  Acker- 
son  V.  The  Erie  Rv.  Co.,  3  Vroom 
(N.  J.),  254;  Louisville,  Cin.  & 
Lex.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Adm'r  of  Cflse,  9 
Bush  (Ky.),  728;  Atlantic  A  Great 
Western  Ry.  Co.  r.  Dunn,  19  Ohio 
St.  162;  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Arms,  91  U.  S.  489,  6  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
512;  Hays  v.  Houston  G.  N.  R.  R.  Co., 

46  Tex.  272,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  281; 
Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Kessler,  18 
Runs.  r)28,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  338; 
vSame  v.  Miller,  2  Col.  442,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Uep.  245;  Hanson  r.  European  &  N. 
Am.  Ry.  Co.,  62  Me.  84;  Ames  v, 
Hilton,  70  Me.  36;  Bait.  &  Y.  Tump. 
Co.  V.  Boone,  45  Md.  344;  Phil., 
Wilm.  &   Bait.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Larkin, 

47  Md.  155;  South  &  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  McLendon,  10  Repr.  688;  Edelmann 
V.  St.  Louis  Transfer  Co.,  3  Mo.  App. 


503;  Quigley  r.  Cent.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 
11  Ney.  350.  In  Iowa,  an  averment 
of  such  facts  as  justify  a  recovery  of 
punitive  damages  is  necessary:  John- 
son r.  C,  R.  I.  1%  P.  Ry.  Co.,  51  la. 
25. 

^Townsend  v.  The  New  York  Cent. 
&  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co;,  56  N.  Y. 
295;  Cleghornp,  TheNewYorkCent. 
&  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  56  N.  Y. 
44;  Ackerson  v.  The  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  3 
Vroom  (N.  J.),  254;  Hopkins  p.  Atlan- 
tic &  St.  Lawrence  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N. 
H.  9;  Taylor  v.  Grand  Trunk  Ry. 
Co.,  48  Ih.  304;  Craker  p.  Chiciigo  & 
Northwestern  Ry.  Co.,  36  Wis.  657, 
9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  118;  Bass  v.  Same, 
42  Wis.  654,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  45; 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.  *?. 
Arms,  supra.  The  failure  of  a  con- 
ductor to  assist  or  rescue  a  passeng-or 
assaulted  by  riotous  and  disorderly 
persons  improperly  permitted  on  the 
train,  will  not  authorize  the  giving; 
of  punitive  or  exemplary  damages: 
New  Orleans.  St.  Louis  &  Chicngo  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Burke,  53  Miss.  200,  9  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  308. 
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in  some  nianncr  induced  or  influenced  by  his  or  the  companj^'s 
conduct.'  Therefore,  in  an  action  for  injuries  occasioned  by  the 
negligence  or  wrongful  act  of  an  employe  or  servant,  evidence  is 
competent  and  proper  to  show  that  the  servant  was  employed 
with  knowledge  of  his  bad  habits  of  drunkenness  or  other  faults, 
or  with  so  little  care  that  such  faults,  tliough  existing,  were  not 
discovered,  when  they  might  have  been  known  by  ordinary  care; 
or  that,  knowing  the  unfitness,  the  master  or  employer  retained 
him  in  his  service.*  On  the  question  of  punitive  damages  for 
personal  injury,  evidence  of  gross  carelessness  of  the  defendant, 
and  other  circumstances  aggravating  the  defendant's  conduct,  as 
also  evidence  of  physical  suffering  of  the  plaintiff,  is  admissible." 
The  rule  laid  down  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois,  in  ac- 
tions for  personal  injuries,  is  that  "juries  may  give  exemplary 
or  punitive  damages  in  cases  of  wiiJful  negligence  or  malice,  but 
it  is  requisite  such  a  case  must  be  made."*  Again:  "To  au- 
thorize tlie  giving  of  exemplary  or  vindictive  damages,  either 
malice,  violence,  oppression  or  wanton  recklessness  must  mingle 
in  the  controversy.     The  act  complained  of  must  partake  of  a 


*  Caldwell  v.  N.  Jersey  Steamboat 
Co.,  47  N.  Y.  282;  Clefxhom  v.  The 
New  York  Cent.  &  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  56  N.Y.  (11  Sickels),  44; 
Towngend  v,  N.York  Cent.  &  Hudson 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  56  N.  Y.  295;  Park- 
er V.  Long  Island  R.  R.  Co.,  IH  Hun, 
319;  Baas  p.  Chicafjro  &  Northwestern- 
Ry.  Co.,  89  Wis.  636, 18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
414;  S.  C.  42  Wis.  654,  15  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  45;  Nashvill<»  &  Chattanoogra  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Stames,  9  Heisk.  52, 19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  280;  Edelmann  r.  St.  Louis 
Transfer  Co.,  3  Mo.  App.  5a3. 

'Qeghorn  p.  New  York  Cf»nt.  & 
Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  56  N.  Y.  44. 

»  Cooper  r.  Mullins,  30  Geo.  146. 

♦BulU.Griswold.  19  111.  681;  Peo- 
ria Bridge  Assn.  p.  Loomis,  20  III.  2^J5; 
Foote  p.  Nichols.  28  111.  486;  Hawk  p. 
Ridgway,  aS  111.  473;  Chicago  &  Rock 
Isl'd  R.  R.  Co.  P.  McKean,  40  111.  218, 
235;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  R.  R. 
Co.  p.  Patterson,  63  111.  304;  Chicago. 
Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R  Co.  v.  Bry- 


an, 90  111.  126.  See,  also,  Claxton  p. 
Lexington  &  Big  Sandy  R.  R.  Co.,  13 
Bush,  686,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  12;  Mays- 
ville  &  Lexington  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Herrick, 
18 Bush,  122, 17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  53.  And 
such  willful  negligence  may  consist  in 
using  inferior  machinery,  or  failing  to 
use  reasonable  precautions  to  provide 
against  accidents;  or  it  must  be  shown 
that  the  conduct  of  the  defendant  in- 
dicated reckless  indifference  to  the 
safety  of  the  public,  or  an  intentional 
failure  to  perform  a  plain  and  mani- 
fest duty,  in  the  performance  of  which 
the  public,  or  the  party  injured,  hns 
an  interest.  And  the  evidence  of  ex- 
pert43  is  admissible  as  to  the  quality  and 
strength  of  materials  used,  and  the 
safety  of  appliances:  Claxton  v.  L.  & 
B.  S.  R.  R.  Co.,  8uprn.  It  is  a  question 
for  the  jury :  Ihid.  But  see  Kansas  Pa- 
cific Ry.  Co.  p.  Cutter.  19  Kans.  83, 
17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  471.  In  this  case 
the  on^y  evidence  of  negligence  sub- 
mitted was  that  some  of  the  ties  at 
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criminal  or  wanton  nature,  else  tlie  amount  eonglit  to  be  recor* 
ered  must  be  confined  to  compensation." ' 

In  Ohio,  liowever— but,  as  we  conceive,  contrary  to  the  gen- 
eral ruling  in  other  states — it  is  held  that  punitive  damages  are 
recoverable  of  a  railroad  company  in  all  such  cases  as  justify,  in 
law,  a  like  recovery  against  an  individual  or  natural  person; 
citing  and  following  the  ruling  in  Hopkins  v*  The  Atlantic  & 
St.  Lawrence  Hailroad  Company,  36  K^ew  Hampshire  He- 
ports,  9.' 

Where  there  are  joint  defendants,  the  jury  can  not  consider 
the  pecuniary  ability  of  one  or  more  of  them  in  aggravation 
of  damages.' 

When  willful  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  is  estab- 
lished, the  question  of  contributory  negligence  can  not  arise. 
The  defendant  is  liable  absolutely,  no  matter  how  negligent  the 
plaintiff  may  have  been.* 

20.  Excessive  damages. — It  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any 
test  by  which  it  can  be  indisputably  determined,  in  all  cases, 
whether  damages  awarded  are  excessive.  To  determine  this 
question  many  conditions  are  to  be  coiisidered.  The  age  and 
previous  physical  condition  of  the  injured  party;  the  amount  of 
suffering,  physical  and  mental,  caused  by  the  injury;  the  proba- 
bility or  certainty  that  its  effects  will  be  permanent,  or  of  long 


and  near  the  place  of  the  accident 
were  rotten,  and  it  appearing  that  the 
company  had  a  competent  section 
boss,  and  that  he  was,  as  fast  as  he 
deemed  it  necessary,  replacing  the 
ro'ten  ties  with  sound  ones,  it  was 
held  that  no  case  for  exemplary  dam- 
ages was  made  out. 

*  City  of  Chicago  t>.  Martin.  49  111. 
245;  Chi.,  Rock  lal'd  &  Pacific  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Herring,  57  111.  59.  Improper 
language  addressed  to  a  mother  by  a 
conductor  will  not  justify  the  assess- 
ment of  exemplary  damages  in  a  suit 
by  an  infant  child :  Pittsburgh,  Cin- 
cinnati k  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  r.  Dewin, 
86  111.  296,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  416. 

2  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Dunn,  19  Ohio  St.  162;  Pitts- 
burg, Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  R.  R. 


Co.  V.  Slusser,  19  Ohio  St.  157.  And 
see,  to  the  same  effect,  Malecek  r. 
Tower  Grove  &  Lafayette  Ry.  Co.,  57 
Mo.  17,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  1;  Hays  v. 
Houston  G.  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  46  Tex.  272, 
13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  *281;  Gasway  p.  At- 
lanta &  West  Point  R.  R.  Co.,  h<  Ga. 
216,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  99;  Quigley  p. 
Cent.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Nev.  350; 
Haley  v.  Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  7 
Baxt.  (Tenn.),  239. 

» Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V,  Smith,  57  111.  517,  10  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  445;  Chicago  City  Ry.  Co.  v, 
Henry,  62  III.  142,  6  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
365. 

*  Claxton  V.  Lexington  &  Big  Sandy 
R.  R.  Co.,  13  Bush,  636,  17  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  12. 
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duration;  the  extent  of  disability;  the  time  lost,  or  which  prob- 
ably will  be  lost,  and  the  value  thereof;  and  the  expenses  neces- 
sarily incurred  by  reason  of  the  injury,  are  some  of  those  condi- 
tions.  Uence,  within  certain  limits,  this  question  must  be  de- 
termined in  each  case  npon  due  consideration  of  all  the  evidence 
presented. 

Still,  it  may  safely  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  that  when  the  testimony  warrants  the  jury  in  finding 
that  the  injury  will  produce  serious  and  permanent  disability — 
that  it  will  incapacitate  the  injured  party  for  labor  or  the  pur- 
suit of  his  business  during  the  remainder  of  his  life — the  courts 
will  ver}'  seldom  disturb  the  award  of  damages.*  But  verdicts 
are  not  to  be  set  aside  as  excessive  merely  because  the  court 
would  be  better  satisfied  if  the  damages  were  assessed  at  a  less 
sum,  but  only  when  it  is  clear  they  are  materially  greater  than 
the  evidence  will  justify.*  And  the  fact  that  on  a  former  trial 
of  the  same  case  the  same  damages  were  awarded,  is  of  no  mo- 
ment, especially  if,  on  the  former  trial,  the  jur3'  were  allowed  to 
give  exemplary  damages,  while  in  the  subse^quent  trial  damages 
were  limited,  by  instruction,  to  compensation.' 

Circuit  courts  in  Wisconsin  have  the  power,  and  it  is  their 
duty,  to  set  aside  verdicts  awarding  excessive  damages.* 

For  putting  one  off  a  sleeping-car,  without  violence  or  wrong 
motive,  who  could  not  produce  a  ticket,  having  lost  the  same, 
but  not,  however,  until  shown  to  the  porter  of  the  car,  was  held 
to  render  the  company  liable;  but  a  verdict  of  three  thousand 
dollars  damages  therefor  was  declared  to  be  greatly  excessive, 
the  passenger  having  suffered  no  personal  indignity,  nor  received 
any  actual  injury  therefrom,  or  in  putting  him  off,  except  the 
inconvenience  incurred.* 


»  Daffy  V,  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Ry.  Co.,  M  Wis.  188.  8  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  1.  Where  the  damageB  are  re- 
duced, by  remittHur,  to  an  amount 
satisfactory  to  the  trial  judge,  the  ap- 
p<3llate  tribunal  will  not  interfere: 
T/)yd  p.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R. 
Co.,  53  Mo.  509, 12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  474. 

*Bass  V'  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
ley.  Co.,  39  Wis.  636,  13  Am.  Ry. 
IJep.  414. 

» BitfB  r.  C.  &  N. W.  Ry.  Co.,  supra. 


But  see  Union  Pacific  Ry.Co.  r.  Young, 
19  Kans.  488,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  52. 

*  Bass  V.  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Ry.  Co.,  39  Wis.  636, 13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
414.  !n  New  York  it  is  a  matter  en- 
tirely within  the  discretion  of  the  Gren- 
eral  Term,  and  the  exercise  of  such 
discretion  is  not  reviewable  by  the 
Court  of  Appeals:  Peck  ' .  N.  Y.  Cent. 
&  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  70  N.  Y.  587,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  1. 

*  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Reed, 
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In  a  case  of  insulting  demeanor  and  conduct  by  defendant's 
conductor  to  a  female  passenger,  in  which  the  injury  consisted 
in  mental  suffering  and  distress,  one  thousand  dollars  was  held 
not  excessive.* 

And  so  for  an  injury  to  the  person,  involving  the  loss  of  a 
hand,  there  being  no  elements  in  the  case  calling  for  punitive 
damages,  and  the  injury  not  having  been  accompanied  with  se- 
vere or  protracted  sickness  or  suffering,  it  was  held  that  a  ver- 
dict for  ten  thousand  dollars  was  so  excessively  unjust  as  to 
shock  the  sense  of  right,  and  a  new  trial  was  awarded.* 

And  so  if  the  allegation  of  plaintiff  be  of  a  servant's  incom- 
petency, and  that  the  company  knew  thereof,  it  is  not  sustained 
by  evidence  that  the  servant  was  incompetent,  and  was  employed 
without  proper  inquiry  being  made  thereof  Though  the  latter 
be  a  cause  of  action,  yet  in  the  particular  case  the  allegations 
and  proof  must  correspond." 

And  so  in  an  action  for  a  personal  injury,  involving  a  mere 
sprain  and  the  loss  of  two  weeks  time  on  a  salary  of  eighteen 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,,where  there  is  no  gross  negligence  or 
wrong  intention  shown  against  the  defendant,  a  verdict  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  is  excessive,  and  will  be  set  aside.* 


75  lU.  125.  But  a  verdict  for  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  a  somewhat  similar 
case,  held  not  excessive:  Pittsburg, 
Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  v.  Hen- 
nigh,  39  Ind.  509,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
414.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
held  excessive,  in  Pittsburgh,  Cincin- 
nati &  St.  Louis  Ry,  Co.  v.  Dewin,  86 
111.  296,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  416.  And 
also  one  thousand  dollai's:  Coins  r. 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  59  Ga.  426, 18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  107.  And  in  Bass  v.  C.  &  N. 
W.  Ry.  Co.,  supra,  a  verdict  for  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  in  a  case 
of  expul-sion,  with  slight  injury  and  un- 
der degrading  circumstances,  where, 
by  instruction,  the  damages  were  lim- 
ited to  compensation,  was  held  excess- 
ive. But  a  subsequent  verdict  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  in  the 
same  case,  was  held  not  excessive:  42 
Wis.  654,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  45. 
*  Craker  v.  Chicagro  &  Northwestern 


Ry.  Co.,  36  Wis.  657,  9  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  118. 

^  Union  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Milli- 
ken,  8  Kansas,  647,  657.  But  see  Same 
ff.  Young,  19  Id.  488, 19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
52,  where,  in  a  substantially  similar 
case,  a  verdict  for  ten  thousand  dollan 
was  allowed  to  stand.  And  in  a  cass'^ 
of  internal  injury,  not  of  a  nature  to 
impair  the  ability  of  plaintifi^  to  earn  a 
livelihood,  twelve  thousand  dollars 
was  held  excessive:  Chicago  City  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Henry,  62  111.  142,  6  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  365.  For  a  broken  leg,  five  thou- 
sand dollars  is  not  excessive:  Mays- 
ville  &  Lexington  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Her- 
rick,  13  Bush,  122,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
53. 

'  Union  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  r.  Young, 
8  Kansas,  658. 

*Spicer  v.  The  Chicago  &  Noi-th- 
westem  Ry.    Co.,  29  Wis.  580. 
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In  a  case  where  the  plaintiff  was  so  injured  as  to  become  a 
cripple  for  life,  and  had  suffered  much  pain  and  anguish,  and 
expended  a  large  sum  of  money,  but  no  evidence  of  willfulness 
or  wantonness  appeared,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  was  held 
to  be  grossly  excessive.*  And  where  the  plaintiff  was  thirty 
years  of  age,  engaged  in  an  employment  having  a  regular  sys- 
tem of  promotions,  and  earning  live  hundred  and  forty  dollars 
a  year,  and  was  permanently  disabled,  a  verdict  of  eleven  thou- 
sand dollars  was  held  not  excessive.' 

Where  no  bones  are  broken,  and  there  are  but  slight  bruises 
or  other  injuries,  and  little,  if  any,  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
railroad  company  is  shown,  five  thousand  dollars  damages  are 
80  excessive  that  judgment  will  not  be  allowed  to  stand  there- 
for, but  will  be  reversed,  and  a  new  trial  awarded.' 

Where,  in  an  action  for  a  personal  injury  causing  death,  it 
appeared  the  deceased  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  without 
family,  of  temperate  and  industrious  habits,  and  his  annual  net 
earnings  were  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars,  a  verdict  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  was  held  excessive.*  But  in  a  case  where 
the  deceased  was  sixty  years  of  age,  in  reasonable  health,  and  of 
industrious  habits,  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was  held 
not  excessive.* 

In  Kentucky  it  is  held  that  "  excessive  damages,  appearing  to 
have  been  given  under  the  influence  of  passion  or  prejudice,"  is 
ground  for  reversal  of  an  border  overruling  a  motion  for  a  new 
trial  on  that  ground,  under  their  Civil  Code,  sub-section  4  of 
Section  369.'  And  in  that  case,  where  plaintiff  claimed  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  damages  for  serious  and  perma- 


'  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Ry.  Co. 
f.  Fillmore,  57  111.  265,  10  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  462. 

2  Belair  r.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  43  la.  662,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  iS75. 
And  80  of  twenty-eight  hundred  dol- 
lare:  Stetler  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.. 
49  Win.  609;  S.  C.  6  N.  W.  Repr.  803, 
21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  89.  And  see  Illinois 
C^nt.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Parks,  88  III.  373, 
21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  313. 

'Chicago,  R.  I.  &  p.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
McKittrick,  78  111.  619.  And  see  Same 
p.  Payzant,  87  Id.  125;  S.  C.  18  Am. 


Ry.  Rep.  200. 

*Rose  V.  Des  Moines  Valley  Ry. 
Co.,  39  la.  246,  9  .Am.  Ry.  Rep.  7. 

» Walter  r.  C,  D.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co., 
39  la.  33,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  78.  An<l  in 
Jeffersonville,  Madison  &  Indianapol  s 
R.  R.  Co.  P.  Riley,  39  Ind.  56S,  10 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  325,  two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars 
and  thirty-five  cents  held  not  excess- 
ive. 

'  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Fox,  11  Bush,  495,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
374. 
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iient  injuries,  disabling  him  for  life,  including  five  thousand 
dulhirs  tor  expenses  of  cure,  and  five  hundred  dollars  for  baggage 
lost,  and  the  plaintiff  claimed  only  compensatory  damages, 
thirty-five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was  considered  excess- 
ive, and  the  judgment  reversed  for  that  reason.* 

21.  Damn  am  absque  injuria. — It  is  a  well  settled  and  familiar 
printiple  of  the  law  that  the  doing  of  a  lawful  act,  if  done  in  a 
jiroper  manner,  and  by  one  authorized  to  do  it,  is  no  ground  of 
action  against  him  at  the  suit  of  another,  although  the  result  of 
it  be  a  loss  to  the  latter.  It  is  damnuin  absque  injuria  to  such 
other,  and  will  not  support  an  action.  To  enable  a  party  whose 
interests  are  aflTected  bv  the  act  of  anotlier  to  maintain  an  action 
for  a  loss  sufiered  b}^  reason  of  such  act,  the  act  itself,  as  against 
the  party  aflTected  thereby,  must  be  wrong;  and  being  so,  must 
also  violate  some  right  of  the  latter.'  Thus,  an  act  done  hy  a 
railroad  corporation  under  authority  of  law,  can  not  be  com- 
plained of  as  a  ground  of  action  by  a  person  affected  indirectly 
thereby  as  a  riparian  owner,  none  of  his  own  property  or  rights 
being  directly  infringed.     It  is  damnum  absque  injuria,^ 

There  is  a  clear  distinction  in  law  betwixt  injuries  incurred 
by  a  landholder,  adjacent  to  the  railroad,  from  injurious  acts  of 
the  company  which  the  law  makes  it  their  duty  to  avoid,  and 
indirect  losses  or  annoyances  of  such  landholder,  incurred  by 
liim  by  reason  of  his  placing  himself  or  property  in  close  prox- 
imifv  to  the  road  after  it  is  erected.*  Thus,  where  one  builds  his 
residence  near  to  the  line  of  a  railroad,  after  the  right  of  way  is 
obtained  and  the  road  is  constructed  and  in  operation,  and  with 


^Ihid.  For  other  cases  where  the 
court  has  refused  to  disturb  the  ver- 
dict, see  Hanson  v.  European  &  N. 
Am.  Ry.  Co.,  62  Me.  84;  Cox  v.  N. 
Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Hun, 
176;  Peck  ©.Same,  7(f.  236;  Bergr. 
Chica^,  Milw.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  50 
Wis.  419,  7  N.W.  Repr.  847;  Houston 
&  Great  Northern  R.  R.  jCo.  v.  Ran- 
dall, 50  Tex.  254;  Lambkin  ».  South 
Kastern  Ry,  Co.,  L.  R.  5  A  pp.  Cas.  352; 
Phillips  V.  London  &  S.W.  Ry.  Co.,  L. 
H.  4  Q.  B.  Div.  406;  S.  C.  5  Id.  78,  and 
L.  R.  5  C.  P.  Div.  280.  In  the  latter 
case  it  was  held  that  the  court  will 


Ifrant  a  new  trial  for  inadequacy  of 
the  verdict,  where  it  appears  that  the 
jury  have  omitted  to  consider  an  ele- 
ment of  damage  proven  in  the  case. 

'  Hooe  t?.  Alexandria,  1  Cranch  G. 
C.  R.,  98;  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.  t?.  The 
Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Cush. 
58;  Porter  r.  North  Missouri  Railroad 
Company,  33  Mo.  128. 

3  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  Bos- 
ton &  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Cush.  58. 

*  Indianapolis,  Bloomington  &  West- 
ern Ry.  Co.  V.  McLaughlin,  77  111. 
275. 
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full  knowledi^e  that  the  same  is  likely  to  be  affected  by  noise, 
smoke  and  other  inconveniences,  resulting  from  a  proper  use  of 
the  road,  he  will  not  be  entitled  to  recover  against  the  railroad 
company  for  any  such  annoyances  or  inconveniences.* 

'  Indianapolis.  Bloomington  &  West-  right  of  the  other  party  is  violated. 

era  Ry.   Co.   r.  McLaughlin^  77  111.  The  case  is  purely  damnum  absque 

275.    In  such  case   no  wrong  act  is  injuria, 
done  by  the  railroad  company,  and  no 
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1.  A  railroad  company  may  sell  its  road. — A  railroad  corpo- 
ration may  upon  general  principles,  and  therefore  may  of  course 
where  its  charter  or  articles  of  association  expressly  permit  it, 
sell  and  transfer  its  entire  road  and  estate  to  another  company, 
whenever  in  the  opinion  of  its  directors  such  sale  will  facilitate 
the  completion  of  the  road,  or  conduce  to  the  interests  ot  the 
company;/  but  not  its  franchise  to  be  a  corporation.  The  latter 
id  not  a  subject  of  sale  or  transfer,  unless  the  positive  law  permit 
the  same,  and  point  out  the  manner  in  wliich  it  is  to  be  effected.' 


*  Mahaska  Co.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Des 
Moines  Valley  R.  R.  Co.;  28  Iowa,  487; 
Jones  V.  Guaranty  &  I.  Co.,  101  U.S. 
622;  West  V,  Madison  Co.  Agr.  Bd.,  82 
111.  205.  A  sale  of  one  railroad  to  an- 
other, made  upon  condition  that  it  is 
not  to  take  effect  until  ratified  by  the 
stockholders  of  both  companies,  will* 
be  set  aside  if  the  notice  required  by 
the  charter  of  the  vendor  railroad  of  a 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  for  that 
purpose  is  not  given :  Stockholders  of 
Shelby  R.  R.  Co.  c.  Louisville,  Cincin- 
nati &  Lexington  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Bush, 


62, 18  Am.  Ry.  Rep..213.  But  no  sale 
can  be  made  under  the  laws  of  Nebras- 
ka until  the  construction  of  the  road: 
Clarke  v.  Omaha  &  South  Western  R. 
R.  Co.,  4  Brown,  458, 19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
428.  Such  sale  may  be  of  all  its  prop- 
erty at  once,  as  well  as  by  parcels: 
Buford  v.  Keokuk  N.  Line  Packet  Co., 
8  Mo.  App.  159;  Featherstonhaugh 
V.  Lee  Moor  Porcelain  Clay  Co.,  L.  R. 
1  Eq.  Cas.  318. 

2  Pierce  v.  Emery,  32  N.  H.  484; 
Thomas  v.  West  Jersey  R.  R.  Co.,  101 
U.  S.  71;  State  v.  Consolidation  Coal 
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2.  The  purchaaers  take  subject  to  legal  bardens  and  the 
original  user. — The  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof  will  not  only 
take  the  same,  as  in  cases  of  private  sales  of  other  property, 
subject  to  all  legal  burdens  and  liens,  but  also  subject  to  the 
same  public  servitude  and  user  which  were  contemplated  by  the 
ori<(iual  organization,  and  attached  to  it  in  the  hands  of  the  orig- 
inal  owners.  Tliis,  too,  although  by  reason  of  such  sale  the 
original  project  be  varied  or  defeated  as  to  the  matter  of  locality 
of  route  or  terminus;^  for  these  changes  were  subject  to  be 
made  at  discretion  by  the  original  promoters  of  the  scheme.' 
I3nt  the  sale  of  a  railroad,  or  portion  thereof,  by  a  railroad  com- 
pany, does  not  impose  upon  the  purchaser  the  payment  of,  or 
liability  for,  the  debts  of  the  company  making  the  sale,  where 
8uch  debts  are  in  no  manner  a  lien  upon  the  property  sold.'  So, 
if  several  roads  be  consolidated,  and  the  consolidated  company 
thereby  become  liable  for  the  debts  of  all  the  companies  thus 
consolidated,  and  thereafter  sell  a  portion  of  one  of  the  consoli- 
dated roads,  the  purchaser  is  not  thereby  made  liable  for  the 
debts  of  the  consolidated  company,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  nor  is 
the  part  sold  liable  in  his  hands,  if  there  be  no  specific  lien 
thereon,  to  secure  the  payment  of  such  debts.* 

3.  The  purchase  does  not  carry  with  it  the  corporate  fran- 
chise.— ^The  voluntary  sale  of  a  railroad  by  the  corporate  owners 
tliereof  will  not  carry  with  it  the  corporate  capacity,  character 
and  franchise  of  the  company  selling,  except  siu!h  as  flow  from 
the  ownership  of  the  property  itself,  as  the  right  to  operate  the 
road  and  receive  the  tolls  and  profit  thereof.  It  does  not  carry 
the  right  to  the  corporate  name  of  the  company  selling,  so  as  to 
vest  it  in  the  party  purchasing;  nor  does  it  impart  to  the  pur- 


Co.,  46  Md.  1;  Mulliner  o.  Midland 
Ry.  Co.,  Uw  Rep.  11  Ch.  Div.  611. 
Lut  see  Hall  v.  Snllivan  R.  R.  Co.,  21 
Law  Repr.  138;  State  p.  Richmond  & 
Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  72  N.  Car.  631. 

^  MahajBka  Comity  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Dea 
Moines  Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  28  Iowa, 
437. 

'  Gear  v,  Dabuqae  &  Sioux  City  R. 
R.  Co.,  20  Iowa,  523;  Mahaska  Coun- 
ty R.  R.  Co.  V.  DesMoines  Valley  R. 
R.  Co.,  28  Iowa,  437;  Mias.  &  Tenn. 
R.  R.  Co.  p.  Devaney,  42  Miss.  555; 


S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  60S. 

'Wright  V.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 
Co.,  25  Wis.  46. 

*  Wright  V.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 
Co.,  25  Wis.  46.  And  the  purchaser 
of  a  mortgaged  road  can  net  be 
required  to  carry  out  a  perpetual  con* 
tract,  made  by  the  mortgagor  before 
executing  the  moi-tgage,  guaranteeing 
that  the  tolls  of  a  bridge  shall  amount 
to  a  certain  sum:  Newport  &  Cincin- 
nati Bridge  Co.  v.  Douglass,  12  Bush^ 
673, 18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  221. 
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chasers  corporate  capacity  or  character.  If  snch  purchasers 
desire  to  operate  in  a  corporate  capacity,  they  must  perfect  a 
corporation  of  their  own.* 

4.  Nor  does  sach  sale  work  a  dissolation  of  the  corporation. 
— The  sale  of  the  line  of  its  road  and  appliances  by  a  railroad 
corporation,  whether  finished  or  unfinished,  does  not  work  a 
dissolution,  or  terminate  the  corporate  existence,  of  such  corpo- 
ration. Its  corporate  character  still  remains,  with  its  functions 
unimpaired,  and  may  be  exercised  in  such  other  similar  enter- 
prise, within  the  purposes  and  objects  originally  designed  by  the 
organization,  as  the  company  may  deem  advisable;  and  so  a  sale 
of  a  portion  of  a  line  will  not  prevent  the  corporation  so  selling 
from  going  on  and  completing  other  contemplated  portions  of 
tlie  line,  or  work  originally  intended  as  a  part  thereof.' 

5.  May  sell  to  pay  mortgage  lien,  but  not  to  make  benefit  there- 
by to  stockholders  or  officers  of  the  company. — The  assets  of  an 
insolvent  railroad  company  are  a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of 
its  corporate  debts;'  and  though  the  stockholders  and  corj)orate 
body  may  sell  out  the  entirety  thereof  in  payment  of  mortgage 
liens,  and  the  sale  will  be  binding  if  carried  into  efiect,  yet  they 
can  not,  in  such  sale,  by  an  arrangement  with  the  mortgage  cred- 
itors, appropriate  to  the  individual  benefit  of  the  stockholders  a 
percentage  or  portion  of  the  amount  due  the  mortgagees, 
although  the  mortgagors  accept  the  residue  in  full  discharge  of 
their  lien.  When  the  lien  is  thus  discharged,  then  the  percent- 
age received  by  the  stockholders  becomes  liable  for  the  other 
debts  of  the  company,  and  the  ordinary  creditors  may  pursue  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  stockholders,  and  hold  them  liable  therefor. 
Individuallv,  the  stockholders  can  take  no  benefit  from  the  cor- 


1  Pierce  v.  Emery,  32  N.  H.  484; 
Clarke  v.  Omaha  &  South  Westera 
R.  R.  Co.,  4  Brown  (Neb.),  458,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  423;  attte,  subdn.  1. 

*  Maha.ska  County  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dea 
Moines  Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  28  Iowa, 
437;  U.  S.  V.  Little  Miami,  C.  &  X.  R. 
R.  Co  ,  9  Repr.  676  (U.  S.  Cir.  Ct.  S. 
Dist.  Ohio,  Mar.,  1880);  Bruffett  ©. 
Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  25  111.  358; 
State  p.  Rives,  5  Iredeirs  Law(N.C.), 
297;  Comm.  v.  Cent.  Pass.  Ry.  Co.,  52 
Peun.  St.  506;  Comm.  v.  Tenth  Mass. 


Turnp.  Co.,  5  Cush.v  509.  Where  a 
statute  provides  that  a  corporation 
shall  be  dissolved  by  a  mortgrag^  sale 
of  the  franchises  and  property,  an  il- 
legal and  fraudulent  sale  does  not  work 
a  dissolution:  White  Mountains  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  White  Mountains  (N.  H.)R.  R. 
Co.,  50  N.  H.  50. 

'  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Howard  and  others,  7  Wall. 
392;  Winansp.  The  McKean  Railroad 
&  Navigation  Co.,  6  Blatch.  215;  S.  C, 
1  Withrow's  Corp.  Caa.  103. 
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porate  assets  until  the  corporate  debts  are  paid.  And  if,  in  such 
case,  their  reserved  percentage  be  paid  to  them  in  certificates  of 
stock  in  the  company  created  by  the  purchaser,  or  company 
which  becomes  the  purchaser,  such  certificates  of  stock  are  not 
negotiable  to  such  extent  as  to  prevent  the  stock  represented  by 
them  from  being  subjected  in  equity  to  the  payment  of  the  debts 
of  the  corporation,  even  if  they  be  in  the  hands  of  innocent 
holders.  For  though  they  be  assignable,  or  payable  to  bearer, 
the  assignees  or  holders  thereof  take  them  subject  to  every  equity 
to  which  they  were  liable  in  the  hands  of  the  original  owners. 
They  are  not  negotiable  instruments  within  the  ordinary  legal 
import  of  the  term,  so  as  to  carry  with  them,  when  transferred, 
exemption  from  such  equity.* 

6.  May  not  sell  it  in  parcels,  or  with  a  view  to  its  discon- 
tinaance. — A  railroad  corporation  authorized  by  law  to  lease, 
rent  or  sell  its  road,  appurtenances  and  franchise  to  any  otlier 
incorporated  railroad  company,  may  not  sell  its  road  to  unincor- 
porated persons,  and  in  parcels,  with  a  view  to  its  discontinuance 
as  a  road,  but  will  be  restrained  from  so  doing,  on  application, 
by  bill  in  equity,  of  such  of  the  stockholders  as  oppose  the  same, 
they  being  in  a  minority,  and  therefore  unable  to  prevent  the 
eale  by  other  means.  Such  sale  will  be  inhibited,  not  only  from 
due  regard  to  the  original  rights  of  the  opposing  stockholders, 
but  also  in  reference  to  the  interest  of  the  public,  although  the 
state  be  not  a  party  to  the  bill,  as  the  sale  would  violate  the  ob- 
ject and  terms  of  the  charter." 

7.  Ratification  of  objectionable  sale. — A  sale  of  a  railroad, 
made  by  its  agents,  to  another  corporation  of  which  one  of  these 
agents  was  at  the  time  the  president,  acting  for  such  corporate 
purchaser,  is  invalid,  upon  the  principle  that  a  person  can  not, 
in  the  same  transaction,  both  buy  and  sell,  or  act  both  for  the 
buyer  and  seller.*  But  if  such  sale  thereafter,  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  directory  of  the  com- 
pajiy  selling  the  road,  and  in  their  session  be  discussed  and  un- 

>  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  R.  Geo.  644;    S.  C.  1  Withrow's  Corp. 

R.  Co.  V.  Howard  and  oUiers,  7  Wall.  Cas.  322. 

S92.  'Walworth   County  Bank  v.  Farm- 

*The  Upflon  County  R.  R.  Company  era'  Loan  &  Trust  Co.,  16  Wis.  629. 
and  others  v.  Sharman  and  others,  37 
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derstood,  and  no  disa|)probation  be  expressed,  the  sale  will  tliere- 
by  be  latltiud,  except  as  against  creditors.' 

8.  Sale  of  corporate  franchiae  by  statutory  permiaaion. — A 
corporation  a^gret^ate  may,  when  authorized  by  a  statute  of  the 
state  creating  it  (if  such  statute  be  valid  and  constitutional),  sell, 
transfer  and  convey  its  charter  and  franchise  to  be  a  corporation, 
and  thereby  vest  the  same  in  the  purchaser  or  purchasers.'  But 
the  reality  of  the  transaction  in  all  such  cases  is,  in  legal  effect, 
no  more  nor  less,  and  nothing  other,  than  a  surrender  or  aban- 
donment of  the  old  charter  to  the  state  by  the  corporators,  and 
a  grant  de  novo  by  the  state  of  a  similar  one  to  the  purchasers 
or  transferees,  whether  under  a  general  law,  already  enacted,  al- 
lowing the  same  to  all  corporations,  or  by  a  special  statute,  where 
special  legislation  is  allowable  for  the  creation  of  corporations. 
It  is  merely  the  purchase  of  the  privilege  of  being  subrogated 
to,  and  recognized  by,  the  state  as  the  corporate  entity,  in  lieu  of 
the  original  corporators;  and  the  terms  of  the  old  charter  become 
those  of  the  new,  by  legal  enactment,  without  a  repetition  of  the 
words.*  The  transfer  is  the  effect,  or  act,  of  the  law,  given  by 
the  expressed  coftsent  of  the  grantors,  of  which  consent  the  deed 
of  sale  is  the  evidence.*  Such,  say  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio, 
"  is  the  view  entertained  wherever  the  courts  have  spoken  di- 
rectly of  the  legal  effect  of  such  conveyances,"  provided  what  is 
done  be  constitutionally  and  effectually  done.  There  must  be 
constitutional  power,  not  only  to  receive  back  the  old  charter,  but 
to  confer  the  new  one;  and  if  it  be  under  a  general  law,  such 
general  law  and  the  action  under  it  must  conform  to  the  consti- 
tution, else  the  corporate  entity  will  not  pass,  so  as  to  confer  the 
character  of  a  domestic  corporation  upon  the  purchasers.* 

But  a  foreign  corporation  may  purchase  and  hold  real  estate 
when  not  prohibited  by  legislation  or  the  general  policy  of  the 
law  of  the  state  wherein  such  real  estate  is  situated;*  and  the 


'  Walworth  County  Bank  «.  Farm- 
ers' Loan  &  Trust  Co.,  16  Wis.  629. 

*Sttite  of  Ohio,  tx  rel.  Atty.  Genl., 
V.  Shei-raan  and  others,  22  Ohio  St. 
411. 

*  State,  ex  rel,  Atty.  Genl.,  v.  Sher- 
man and  others,  22  Ohio  St.  411. 

*  State  ex  rel.  Atty.  Genl.,  v.  Sher- 
man and  others,  22  Ohio  St.  411. 


*  The  State,  ex  rel.  Atty.  Genl.,  v. 
Sherman  and  others,  22  Ohio  St.  411; 
Atkinson  and  others  v.  The  Marietta 
&  Cincinnati  R.  K.  Co.  (as  reorg^an- 
ized),  15  Ohio  St.  21. 

•The  State,  ex  rel.  AttyGcnI.,  f». 
Sherman  and  othei's,  22  Ohio  St.  41 1, 
434;  American  Bible  Society  and  oth- 
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ownership  thus  permitted  implies  use  tliercof,  Hiid  the  nature  of 
the  use  is  determined  by  the  nature  of  the  property  itself.' 
In  Ohio  there  is  not  only  no  prohibitory  law  or  state  policy 
against  such  privilege,  but  the  policy  of  the  law,  and  the  law 
itself,  encourages  such  ownership  and  use,  by  placing  foreign 
corporations,  in  this  respect,  on  an  equal  footing  with  domestic 
ones.'  So  that  when  such  foreign  corporations  have  power,  where 
they  are  created  and  reside,  to  take  lands  by  the  right  of  eminent 
domain,  they  may  do  the  same  in  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of 
April  11,  1861,  which  provides  that  corporations  of  other  states 
possessing  railroads  which  are  partly  in  Ohio,  may  exercise  and 
enjoy  in  the  latter  state  all  their  powers,  privileges,  faculties  and 
franchises,  for  the  purposes  of  such  railroads  and  the  business 
thereof,  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  state  and  the  pro- 
visions of  that  act* 

In  the  absence  of  statutory  authority  to  the  contrary,  a  corpo- 
ration can  not  sell  its  corporate  franchise,  or  right  to  be  a  corpo- 
ration; nor  can  it  be  sold  by  forced  sale  under  execution,  or  by 
judicial  sale  in  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  (unless  by  statute 
allowed  to  be  mortgaged):  and  therefore  a  purchase  at  such  judi- 
cial sale  will  not  carry  with  it  the  corporate  capacity,  or  right  in 
law  to  be  a  corporation,  and  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  will  not, 
by  such  purchase,  become  clothed  with  any  sort  of  corporate  capac- 
ity.* And  so,  where  private  corporations  may  not  be  created  by 
special  enaotment,  by  reason  of  constitutional  inhibitions,  then 
a  special  act  of  assembly  designed  and  purporting  to  confer  cor- 
porate capacity  on  the  purchaser  at  such  a  sale,  is  void  for  uncon- 
stitutionality, and  no  corporate  capacity  will  vest  in  the  purchas- 
er or  purchasers  by  the  sale.*  * 

9.  Sale  under  traat  deed,  or  power. — If  the  trustee  in  a  trust 
deed  of  a  railroad  becomes  incapable  of  acting,  the  court  may 
appoint  another.*     If  such  trustee  and  the  president  and  direct- 

ers  V.  Marshall  and  others,  15  Ohio  Sherman  and  others,  22  Ohio  St.  411, 

St.  537.  434. 

'The  State,  ex  rel,  Atty.  Genl.,  v.  *  Atkinson  and  others  r.  The  Mariet- 

Sherman  and  others,  22  Ohio  St.  411,  ta  &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.  (as  reorgan- 

*33,  434.  ized),  15  Ohio  St.  21. 

*The  State,  ex  rel.  Atty.  Genl..  v,  •Atkinson  and  others  v.  The  Mari- 

Sherman  and  others,  22  Ohio  St  411,  etta  &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.  (as  reor- 

434.  ganized),  15  Ohio  St.  21. 

•The  State,  ex  rel  Atty.  Genl.,  r.  •  Wash.,  Alex.  &  Georgetown  R.  R. 
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ors  of  the  company  seek  the  cover  of,  and  remain  in,  the  enemy's 
country  in  time  of  war,  they  thereliv  incapacitate  themselves  to 
act  as  snch,  and  the  court  will  appoint  others  in  their  place;  but 
there  mnst  be  pablication  of  notice  of  the  proceeding  to  ap- 
point; and  if  no  notice  be  given,  and  the  trustee  or  trustees  so 
appointed  make  a  sale  of  the  road,  the  sale  is  void,  for  that  the 
order  of  his  appointment  being  made  without  notice,  is  void. 
The  parties  in  interest  must  have  their  day  in  court  to  render 
the  proceeding  valid.^ 

To  pass  choses  in  action  and  other  legal  instruments  or  cov- 
enants by  the  foreclosure  sale  of  a  railroad  under  a  power  con- 
tained in  a  mortgage,  it  is  essential  that  a  notice  and  description 
therei^>f  be  given  in  the  notice  of  sale.  Notwithstanding  the 
mortgage  may  embrace  them,  yet,  if  there  be  no  notice  of  the  sale 
thereof,  they  will  not  pass  by  the  sale.  A  sale  at  auction  upon 
notice  implies  that  in  the  notice  there  shall  be  some  designation 
of  that  which  is  to  be  sold,  so  that  the  bidders  may  know  where 
and  what  is  the  property  which  they  are  about  to  buy.' 

Co.  r.  Aler.  &  Wash.  R.  R.  Co.,  19  »Milw.  &  Midd.  R.  R.  Co.  t.  The 
Gratt.  592.  Mil.  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Wis. 

1  Ibid.  174. 
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ment to  violate  the  law  subject 
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Section. 

Forfeiture  of  contractor's  con- 
tract valid  against  his  assignee      4 
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ny liable  for  unpaid  stock        •      7 


1.  Railroad  oorporatlona  are  within  the  operation  of  the 
bankrupt  aot. — Railroad  corporations  come  within  the  general 
scope  of  the  United  States  bankrupt  laws.  They  are  within  the 
meaning  of  the  term  "  business  or  commercial  corporations,"  as 
used  in  the  act  of  Congress.  In  the  language  of  Dillon,  Jus- 
tice, "  Railways  fall  within  the  designation  of  business  or  com- 
mercial corporations.  Domestic  or  inter-state  commerce,  as  well 
as  foreign  commerce,  is  contemplated  b}'  the  constitution,  and  is 
habitually  carried  on  by  land  as  well  as  by  water.  Indeed,  since 
tlie  general  introduction  of  railways,  it  is  a  fact  known  to  all  that 
navigation  by  river  has  relatively  become  of  secondary  impor- 
tance, and  the  inland  commerce  and  travel  of  the  country  are 
largely  conducted  and  carried  on  by  means  of  railways."  * 

2.  But  not  within  the  clanee  In  relation  to  non-payment  of 
commercial  paper. — But  although  railroad  companies  are  within 
the  scope  of  the  United  States  bankrupt  laws  in  other  respects, 
they  are  not  within  that  clause  which  relates  to  the  suspension 
or  non-payment,  for  a  given  number  of  days,  of  commercial  pa- 
per. That  clause  of  the  law  is  confined  to  "  bankers,  brokers, 
merchants,  traders,  manufacturers  and  miners";  railroad  corpo- 
rations do  not  come  within  either  of  these  designations.     Nor 

» Winter  r.  Iowa,  Minn.  &  North      487. 
Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  2  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.. 
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does  it  matter  that  the  paper  which  they  fail  to  pay  may  be  in 
its  character  commercial  paper;  to  bring  the  case  wltliin  that 
provision  of  the  law,  the  failure  must  be  by  one  or  the  other  of 
the  institutions  or  persons  included  in  the  above  description,  as 
specified  in  said  act  of  Congress.* 

3.  Nor  will  a  mere  executory  agreement  to  violate  the  law, 
subject  the  company  to  bankruptcy. — To  commit  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy, it  is  necessary  that  the  thing  inliibited  should  be  actually 
done.  The  act  must  be  committed,  not  merely  contemplated,  or 
even  agreed  to  be  done.  Therefore,  as  is  holden  by  Dillon, 
Justice,  the  mere  agreement  of  a  railroad  company,  in  contem- 
plation of  insolvency,  to  issue  or  to  transfer  to  another  certifi- 
cates of  its  stock,  in  any  amount  whatever,  with  intent  to  give 
a  preference,  and  to  defeat  and  delay  the  operation  of  the  act, 
will  not  subject  the  company  to  be  proceeded  against  for  bank- 
ruptcy.' As  to  the  actual  effect  of  the  transaction  if  the  agree- 
ment were  fully  executed,  the  court  declined  to  decide,  tlie  ques- 
tion not  being  fully  raised  by  the  pleadings. 

4.  Forfeiture  of  contractor's  contract  valid  against  his  as- 
signee.— The  usual  provision  of  construction  contracts  for  the  ter- 
mination of  the  contract  and  forfeiture  of  the  reserved  percentage, 
holds  good  against  the  claim  of  the  assignee  in  bankruptcy  to 
the  assets  of  a  bankrupt  contractor  to  whotn  he  is  assignee. 
The  contract  being  valid,  as  such  are  held  to  be,  the  power  of  the 
engineer  is  sufficient  to  declare  the  termination  and  forfeiture; 
and  his  action,  if  not  fraudulent,  binds  not  only  the  contractor, 
but  also  the  assignee  appointed  by  the  court  in  bankruptcy. 
The  amount  so  forfeited  is  regarded  as  liquidated  dnmages, 
and  not  as  a  penalty.' 

In  this  case  (Geiger  et  al.  v.  The  Western  Maryland  R.  R, 
Co.),  the  court  declare  the  rule  of  law  to  be,  that  where  the  par- 
ties clearly  agree  for  a  forfeiture  of  a  sum  certain,  or  certainly 
ascertainable,  by  way  of  compensation  for  the  l)reach  or  non-per- 
formance of  a  contract,  the  resulting  damages  for  which  breach 
would  be  uncertain,  and  incapable  of  judicial  ascertainment  by 
any  fixed  standard,  and  the  forfeiture  is  referred  to  as  liquidated 

>  Winter   p.  Iowa,  Minn.  &  North  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  2  Dillon's  C.  C.  R., 

Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  2  Dillon's C.  C.  Reps.,  487. 

487.  '  Geiger  and  others  r.  The  Western 

"Winter  v,  Iowa,  Minn.  &  North  Maryland  R.  R.  Co.,  41  Md.  4. 
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damages,  it  is  to  be  so  considered  and  enforced,  and  is  not  to  bo 
treated  as  a  mere  penalty.* 

5.  Domestic  railroad  corporationa  are  anbject  to  state  insolv- 
ent laws. — Dotnestic  corporations,  includinij;  as  well  railroad 
corporations  as  others,  are  subject  to,  and  may  be  proceeded 
against  nnder,  the  insolv^ent  laws  of  the  states  wherein  they  are 
respectively  incorporated." 

Where  a  claim  is  passed  on  and  allowed  by  the  conrt  against 
a  corporation  which  is  in  the  hands  of  a  liquidator,  the  matter 
becomes  res  judicata^  and  payment  thereof  may  not  be  resisted 
on  grounds  tliat  might  have  been  pleaded  or  shown  against  the 
adjudication  in  the  proceeding  in  wliich  the  judgment  was  ren- 
dered. There  is  no  going  behind  such  adjudication  upon  facts 
or  circumstances  wliich  might  have  defeated  the  claim  if  pre- 
sented at  the  proper  time.  It  is  too  late  for  their  consideration 
after  the  claim  has  been  passed  on.* 

6.  Consolidation  with  foreign  corporations. — The  fact  of  a 
domestic  corporation  having  become  a  member  of  another  cor- 
poration composed  of  itself  and  of  two  other  corporations,  each 
of  two  other  different  states,  will  not  absolve  either  of  such  orig- 
inal corporations  from  liability  to  the  insolvent  laws  of  their 
respective  states,  nor  from  proceedings  against  them  severally 
under  those  laws.* 

In  the  prosecution  of  such  proceedings  against  either  of  such 
corporations  in  the  state  wherein,  by  law,  they  are  originally 
incorporate,  the  original  place  of  business  of  the  defendant  cor- 
poration in  said  state,  in  case  it  has  kept  up  no  distinct  place 
of  business,  will  be  regarded  as  such,  and  by  intendment  of  law 
will  be  such;  and  so  will  its  former  officers,  for  purposes  of  serv- 
ice and  place  of  suit,  be  regarded  as  the  officers  of  the  company; 


*  See,  also,  Rangier  v.  Great  Wrst- 
em  Ry.  Co.  et  ah,  5  House  of  Lords' 
Case^.  72;  Reilly  p.  Jones,  1  Bing. 
:^02;  Sainter  p.  Fergason,  7  C.  B.  716; 
Fletcher  «.  Dyche,  2  T.  R.  32;  Beale 
V.  Hayes,  6  Sandford,  640;  Bugley  v. 
Peddie,  6  Sandford,  192;  Smith  p. 
Smith,  4  Wend.  468;  Kiiapp  v.  Malt- 
by,  13  Wend.  687;  and  1  Am.  R.  W. 
Cases,  note,  p.  107,  cited  by  the  court 
in  Geiger  et  al.  v.  The  Western  Mary- 


land R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

2  Piatt  V.  New  York  &  Boston  R.  R. 
Co.,  26  Conn.  544;  Cent.  Nut.  Bank  of 
Worcester  v.  The  Worcester  Horse  R. 
R.  Co.,   13  Allen  (Mass.),  105. 

'State  of  Louisiana  v.  Clinton  & 
Port  Hudson  R.  R.  Co.,  21  La.  An. 
156. 

*  Piatt  f>.  New  York  &  Boston  R.  R, 
Co.,  26  Conn.  544. 
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and  neither  said  original  place  of  bnsiiiess  nor  ofBcers  can  be  so 
discontinued  or  abolished  as  to  prevent  service  tliereat  and 
thereon,  if  no  other  place  be  fixed  or  other  oflScers  be  chosen 
within  such  state,  b;y  said  original  corporation,  as  its  own.* 

7.  Stockholders  in  Insolvent  company  liable  for  unpaid 
stock. — When  a  railroad  corporation  becomes  insolvent,  and  its 
other  assets  are  insufficient  to  meet  its  debts,  the  creditors  there- 
of may,  upon  a  proper  case  made,  showing  such  insolvency  and 
insufficiency  of  other  means,  maintain  proceedings  against  a 
stockholder  or  stockholders  for  the  amount  of  any  unpaid  bal- 
ance due  the  corporation  from  them  for  their  capital  stock;  and 
when  obtained,  the  amount  will  be  applied  upon  the  corporate 
debt  of  the  creditor  or  creditors  thus  recovering  the  same.* 

» Piatt  f>.  New  York  &  Boston  R.  R.  *  Morgan  v.  The  New  York  &  Albar 
Co.,  26  Conn.  544.  ny  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Paige  Ch.  Reps.  290. 
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Section. 
Appointment,  rights,  powers  and 

character  of  receivers  .  .  1 
Snits  against  receivers  .  .  2 
Execution  levy  of  property  in  the 

hands  of  receiver      ...      8 


section. 

Jurisdiction  as  between  federal 
and  state  courts        ...      4 

Receiver's  rights  may  be  protect- 
ed by  an  injunction  ...      5 


1.  Appointment,  rights,  powers  and  character  of  receivers. — 
The  appointment  of  a  receiver  is  a  matter  of  equitj'  jurisdiction, 
and  as  such  is  to  a  great  extent  subject  to  the  discretion  of  the 
court*  Such  an  appointment  ouglit  not  to  be  made  except 
where  it  is  necessary  to  protect  stockliolders  or  creditors  from 
loss,  or  to  prevent  an  abuse  of  corporate  franchises;'  and  tlie 
regular  oflScers  should  not  be  displaced  pending  litigation,  merely 
because  of  the  insolvency  of  the  corporation.' 


'  Mil.  &  Minn.  R.  R.  Co.  t>.  Soutter, 
2  Wall.  440;  Cincinnati,  Sandusky  & 
Cleveland  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Sloan,  31  Ohio 
St.  1, 15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  376;  Meyer  r. 
Johnston,  53  Ala.  237,  15  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  467;  Kelly  v.  Trustees  of  Ala.  & 
Cin.  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Id.  489,  21  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  138.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Wis- 
consin has  no  power,  in  rendering  a 
judgment  of  dissolution  against  a  rail- 
way company,  to  appoint  a  receiver, 
or  make  distribution  among  the  cred- 
itors. Upon  such  a  judgment,  a  dis- 
position of  the  effects  should  be  made 
as  provided  by  the  Wisconsin  statute 
(Rev.  Stat  ch.  78,  sees.  8  and  9)  in 
case  of  voluntary  dissolution:  State  v. 
West  Wisconsin  Ry.  Co.,  34  Wis.  197, 
6  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  242.  And  see  Pacific 
R.  R.  V.  Mo.  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  15  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  80  (U.  S.  Supr.  Ct.,  Oct. 
Term,  1877),  as  to  the  appointment  of 


a  receiver  pending  an  appeal. 

'City  of  Rochester  v.  Bronson,  41 
How.  Pr.  78;  Meyer  v.  Johnston, 
supra.  An  order  vacating  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  receiver  is  reviewable 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  under 
sec.  572  of  the  code:  Cincinnati,  San- 
dusky &  Cleveland  R.  R.  Co.  t>..  Sloan, 
31  Ohio  St.  1, 15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  376. 

'Meyer  v.  Johnston,  supra.  It 
might  sometimes  be  more  exp-^dient 
to  simplv  require  the  earnings  of  the 
road  to  be  paid  over  to,  and  disbursed 
by,  a  quasi  receiver,  and  to  prevent  in- 
terference by  others  with  the  manage- 
ment by  injunction,  in  the  meantime: 
Ibid,  Consolidated  corporations  are 
subject,  as  to  their  property  within 
each  state,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  their 
courts  in  the  appointment  of  receivers: 
Ellis  «.  Boston,  H.  &  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  107 
Mass.  1;    In  re  U.  S.  Rolling  Stock 
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The  rights,  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  the  receiver,  of  a  direct 
nature,  emanate  by  express  authority  from  the  court  making  tho 
appointment,  and  are  enumerated  and  set  forth  in  the  order  or 
decree  by  wliich  the  appointment  is  preferred;*  and  so  is 
described  therein  the  subject-matter  of  the  receivership  or  trust' 
And  as  all  these  are  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  tho 
court,  it  may  from  time  to  time,  in  its  discretion;  enlarge,  cir- 
cumscribe and  vary  the  same,  by  judicial  order,  and  upon  satis- 
factory cause  shown/ 

To  the  powers  directl}^  given  by  his  appointment,  certain 
others  incidentally  occurring  may  be  mentioned  as  necessary 
to  the  complete  exercise  of  those  directly  given  :  such,  for 
instance,  as  the  power  to  bring  and  ])ro6ecute  suits,  give  ac- 
quittances, and  other  acts  necessary  to  the  proper  discharge  of 
the  duties  expressly  imposed  upon  him,  and  which  may  he 
more  or  less  varied  in  their  nature,  according  to  the  character  of 
the  trust,  and  the  general  duties  to  be  performed;*  but  in   all 


Co.,  55  How.  Pr.  286,  57  Td.  16;  Tay- 
lor V.  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  Ry. 
Co.,  55  How.  Pr.  275,  57  Id,  9;  Rich- 
ardson V.  Vt.  &  Mass.  R.  R.  Co.,  44 
Vt.  613.  And  so  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  may  appoint  receivers 
to  control  lines  extending?  outside  of 
their  circuit,  and  of  the  state:  Wilmer 
f.  Atlanta  &  Richmond  A.  L.  Ry. 
Co.,  2  Woods,  409. 

>  Kennedy  &  Co.  v,  St.  Paul  &  Pacif. 
R.  R.  Co.  et  aJs.,  2  Dill.  C.  C.  R.,  448. 
It  is  said  in  Meyer  v.  Johnston,  aupra^ 
that  the  whole  power  of  a  court  over 
a  railroad  in  the  hands  of  its  jeceiver 
is  confined  to  making'  nece^^sary  re- 
pairs and  protoctin<r  theprop'^rty;  and 
the  court  may  continue  the  running  of 
trains  and  the  usual  business  of  the 
road,  and  where  the  income  is  insuffi- 
cient, may  provide  means  therefor  by 
creating  charges  on  the  property;  and 
see  same  case,  post.  Any  acts  neces- 
s;uy  for  the  preservation  or  protection 
of  the  property,  or  the  enhancement  of 
its  value,  may  be  authorized  by  the 
court:    Gibjrt  v.    Washington    City, 


Va.  Midland  &  Great  Southern  R.  R. 
Co.,  33  Gratt.  586;  S.  C.  1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  473.  The  court  acts 
as  well  for  the  interests  of  the  com- 
pany as  for  the  creditors.  It  will 
therefore  authorize  the  receiver  to  take 
a  lease  of  another  road,  and  to  contrib- 
ute, out  of  the  accrued  revenues  in 
his  hands,  to  the  building  of  another 
road:    Ihid. 

« Kennedy  &  Co.  v.  St.  Paul  &  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  Co.  et  ah,  2  Dill.  C.  C.  R., 
448. 

8  Kennedy  &  Co.  v.  St.  Paul  &  Pacif. 
R.  R.  Co.  et  al.  2  Dill.  C.  C.  R.,  448. 

*  Rankine  c.  Elliott,  16  N.  Y.  377. 
Tlie  court,  may  authorize  a  receiver  to 
borrow  money,  and  issue  nogotiable 
certificates  of  indebtedness  therefor, 
creating  a  first  lien,  when  necessary 
for  the  management  and  presei-vation 
of  the  projMjrty:  Meyer  r.  Johnston, 
9  Am,  Ry.  Hep.  454  (Supr.  Ct.  Ala., 
June  tei-m,  187"));  S.  C.  53  Ala.  237, 
15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  467.  And  see  Hoover 
r.  Montc'air  &  Greenwood  Lake  Ry. 
Co.,  29  N.  J.  Eq.  4,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
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which,  as  far  as  practicahle,  the  direction  or  approbation  of  tlie 
court  should  be  consulted  and  conformed  to,  as  absohite  upon 
the  subject.*  He  can  not  expend  moneys  except  as  actually  nec- 
essary for  the  preservation  of  the  property  in  his  hands,  with- 
out  leave  of  the  court;  but  losses  of  goods  in  transportation  will 
be  ordered  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  earnings  of  tlie  road.* 

An  order  of  sequestration,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a 
receiver  of  an  insolvent  railroad  company,  will  be  made  npon  a 
proper  showing  by  the  creditors  of  tlie  company,  or  others  of 
suitable   interests.'     Upon   the  appointment  of  such  receiver, 


565.  But  such  liens  will  not  displace 
older  liens:  Meyer  v.  Johnston,  supra. 
But  see  Hoover  t).  M.  &  G.  L.  Ry.  Co., 
supra.  To  authorize  the  issuance  of 
such  certificates  there  should  be  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  items  need- 
ed and  the  purpose  thereof,  support- 
ed by  clear  proof  of  its  correctness, 
and  of  the  necessity  for  the  step. 
There  should  also  be  proper  notice  to, 
and  hearing  of,  parties  interested: 
Ibid.  But  the  chancellor  can  not  au- 
thorize the  selling  of  such  interest 
bearing  certificates  at  less  than  their 
face  value,  and  thus  disregard  the 
laws  against  usury:  Ihid.  Such  cer- 
tificates, when  issued  to  one  not  en- 
titled thereto,  are  void,  even  in  the 
hands  of  an  innocent  holder:  Turner 
r.  Peoria  &  Springfield  R.  R.  Co.,  95 
III.  1:34 ;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R. 
Cas.  348.  And  if  made  payable  to  A 
B  "  or  bearer,"  when  authorized  to  be 
made  payable  to  A  B  '*or  order," 
and  negotiated  by  mere  delivery,  the 
holder  takes  it  subject  to  any  equit- 
able defenses  existing  against  the 
payee:  Ibid.  By  the  statute  in  Illi- 
nois, such  certificates,  made  payable  to 
a  particular  person,  must  be  assigned 
by  indorsement  in  order  to  enable  the 
assignee  to  sue  in  his  own  name:  Ibid. 
Such  certificates  are  not  negotiable  in- 
struments, and  are  open  to  all  defenses 
against  the  payee  when  held  by  an- 
other: Ibid;  Union  Trust  Co.  v,  Chica- 


go &  L.  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Fed.  Repr. 
513;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
629,  630. 
*  Cowdr^y  et  at,  v.  The  Railroad  Co., 

8  Otto  (93  U.  S.  Sup.  Ct.),  352. 
*Cowdrey  et  al.  v.  Railroad  Co.,  3 

Otto  (93  U.  S.  Sup.  Ct),  352.  But 
see  Dexterville  Mfg.  &  Bourn  Co.  v. 
Case,  4  Fed.  Repr.  873;  S.  C.  1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  630.  Under  an  oi*der 
directing  a  receiver  to  pay  debts  "  ow- 
ing to  laborers  and  employes,  for  labor 
and  services  actually  done  in  connection 
with  the  company's  railways,"  he  may 
pay  a  claim  of  counsel  for  professional 
services  rendered  on  employment  of 
the  company  in  litigation  relating  to 
the  railway:  Gurney  v.  Atlantic  & 
Great  Western  Ry.  Co.,  58  N.  Y.  358, 

9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  520.  An  indebtedness 
for  services  rendered  or  materials  fur- 
nished, prior  to  the  appointment  of  the 
receiver,  may  be  paid  by  him:  Meyer 
V.  Johnston,  supra;  Williamson  v. 
Washington  City,  Va.  Midland  & 
Great  Southern  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Gratt. 
624;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
498.  Thus  the  claim  of  another  com- 
pany for  fr.  ight  transported  will  be 
ordered  paid:  Meyer  v.  Johnston,  su- 
pra. 

•Rankine  r.  Elliott,  16  N.  Y.  377; 
Robinson  v.  Atlantic  &  GrentWest. 
Ry.  Co.,  66  Penn.  St.  100;  Fisher  v. 
The  Concord  R.  R.  Co.,  50  N.  H.  200; 
Matter  of  Long  Branch  &  Sea  Shoie 
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all  the  property  stock,  things  in  action  and  effects^f  the  C(nn- 
pany  become  vested  in  hira,  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  tlie 
company,  and  subject  to  the  orders  and  disposition  of  the  court. ^ 
This  right  and  power  of  the  receiver  includes  the  exclusive  right 
to  enforce  the  payment  of  unpaid  balances  due  from  stock- 
holders to  the  company  upon  their  subscriptions  to  the  capital 
stock;'  and  though  the  statute  gives  the  creditors  the  right  to 
recover  such  unpaid  balances,  when  necessary  to  meet  the  debts 
of  the  company,  yet  as  such  stockholders  can  not  respond  to  both 
the  creditors  and  the  receiver,  and  are  not  liable  to  both  for  one 
anJ  the  sjime  claim,  and  as  the  office  of  receiver  draws  to  it  and 
carries  with  it  the  right  to  all  the  assets,  for  the  benefit  of  all  cred- 
itors alike,  and  all  of  whom  the  receiver  represents,  the  receiver, 
after  his  apj)ointment,  has  the  sole  right  to  maintain  such 
actions;  and  therefore  judgment  creditors  and  other  creditors  of 
the  corporation  will  be  enjoined,  at  the  suit  of  such  receiver, 
from  further  prosecuting  their  claims  against  the  stockholders 
of  the  corporation.'  If  the  claim  of  some  be  of  such  a  charac- 
ter as  to  amount  to  a  lien,  or  to  be  entitled  to  a  preference,  a  cred- 
itor being  allowed  to  prosecute,  his  individual  action  might 
obtain  an  unjust  preference  over  others,  and  even  over  those 
who  themselves  may  be  entitled  to  priority  of  payment;*  but  by 
subjecting  all  the  available  means  of  the  company  to  the  admin- 
istration and  distribution  of  the  court,  the  property  and  assets, 
by  its  final  order  or  judgment,  will  be  distributed,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof  will  be  distributed,  among  all  classes  of  creditors 
and  claimants,  not  only  in  proportion  to  their  respective  claims, 
but  in  the  order  of  priority  to  which  they  are  entitled.* 


R.  R.  Co.,  9  C.  E.  Green,  N.  J.  Ch. 
Reps.,  398;  State  t>.  Northern  Cent. 
Ry.  Co.,  18  Md.  193. 

»  Rankine  v.  Elliott,  16  N.  Y.  377; 
Robinson  v.  Atlantic  &  Great  West. 
Ry.  Co.,  66  Penn.  St.  160;  Mil.  & 
St.  Paul  R.  R.  Co.  V.  The  Mil.  & 
Minn.  R.  R.  Co.  and  others,  20  Wis. 
165.  But  the  corporation  is  not  there- 
by dissolved:  Kincaid  v.  Dwindle, 
59  N.  Y.  548;  Willink  v.  Morris  Canal 
&  Bkg.  Co.,  3 Green  Ch.  377;  State  v, 
R.  R.  Comrs.,  12  Vroora,  235;  Ahrena 
V,  State  Bank,  3  S.  Car.  (N.  S.),  401. 


2  Rankine  «.  Elliott,  16  N.  Y.  377; 
Mil.  &  St.  Paul  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  Mil. 
k  Minn.  R.  R.  Co.  and  others,  20  Wis. 
165. 

»  Rankine  v.  Elliott,  16  N.  Y.  377. 

*  Rankine  v.  Elliott,  16  N.  Y.  377, 
381;  Robinson  v.  Atlantic  &  Great 
West.  Ry.  Co.,  66  Penn.  St.  160. 

*  Rankine  v.  Elliott,  16  N.  Y.  377, 
881.  Such  is  the  rule,  too,  whether 
the  proceeding  be  allowed  at  law  to 
creditors  by  statute,  or  is  sought  in 
equity,  wherein  it  exists  independent 
of  statutory  provisions. 
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When  the  work  of  construction  of  a  railroad  is  suspended  for 
want  of  means  of  the  company  to  continue  the  same,  and  by 
reason  thereof  valuable  interests  dependent  on  the  completion 
of  the  road,  and  which  are  necessary  to  the  security  of  bondhold* 
ers  whose  moneys,  secured  by  such  bonds,  are  invested  in  the 
structure,  and  without  the  prompt  prosecution  and  completion 
of  the  work  will  be  lost  or  endangered,  a  receiver  will  i)e  ap- 
pointed, on  the  application  of  the  bondholders,  to  take  charge  and 
possession  of  the  road,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  completed/ 
Such  possession  may  extend  to  all  the  material  interests,  lands 
and  rolling  stock  of  the  company,  including  tlie  right  and  title 
subsequently  to  be  perfected  and  obtained,  by  the  completion  of 
the  road  by  such  receiver,  to  lauds,  the  title  of  which  is  depend- 
ent on  the  completion  thereof:  also  the  road-bed,  tracks,  bridges, 
viaducts,  fences,  culverts,  freight  houses,  machine  shops,  and 
other  structures  and  buildings;  and  all  locomotives  and  other 
rolling  stock;  and  all  material,  fuel,  tools  and  implements 
appurtenant  to  the  road;  and  also  of  all  franchises  and  privileges 
of  the  road  or  company,  and  all  the  estate,  right  and  title  of  the 
company  to  the  whole  and  every  part  thereof,  in  law  and  in  equity.' 
In  such  case  the  receiver  will  be  authorized  and  empowered,  by  the 
court  appointing  the  same,  to  proceed  promptly  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road,  and  to  the  completion  thereof,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose to  borrow  money  and  issue  or  execute  securities  therefor,  as  a 
lien  upon  the  road  and  appurtenances,  land  and  interests,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  specilied  by  the  court;  and  to  do  and 
)>erform  all  acts  proper  and  necessary  to  procure  and  perfect  the 
title  to  any  and  all  lands,  or  any  land  grant  to  such  company, 
granted  or  intended  to  be   granted  by  Congress  to  the  same.' 

Assignees  and  receivers  in  bankruptcy  are  neither  agents  nor 
servants  of  the  corporation  bankrupt.*  In  case  of  a  sale  of  a 
railroad,  fixtures,  rolling  stock  or  franchises  by  the  receiver  or 
assignee,  the  corporate  entity  or  capacity  does  not  pass  to  the 
purchasers,  and  they  do  not  thereby  become  a  corporation,  nor 
do  they  become  stockholders  in  the  corporation.*    The  purchas- 

>  Kennedy  v.  The  St.  Paul  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.,  448. 
B.  R.  Co.,  2  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.,  448.  *Metz,  Admr.,  v.  The  Buffalo,  Corry 

« Kennedy  v.  St.  Paul  &  Pacific  R.  R.  &  Pittsburg  R.  R.  Co.,  58  N.  T.  61. 
Co.,  2  Dillon's  G  C.  R.,  44S.  »Metz,  Admr.,  v.  The  Buffalo,  Corry 

•  Kennedy  p.  The  St.  Paul  &  Pacific  &  Pittsburg  R.  R.  Co.,  58  N.  Y.  61. 
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ers  are  not  liable  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  negligence  of 
the  receiver,  assignee,  or  others  operating  the  road,  occurring 
after  the  sale  and  before  the  confirmation  thereof.  Such  sales 
are  made  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  court,  and  are  not  com- 
plete until  confirmed/ 

Although  the  courts  have  full  power  to  appoint,  and  do  ap- 
point, receivers  to  take  charge  of  the  management  and  running 
of  railroads,  and  operate  the  same,  yet  the  directors  are  not 
thereby  prevented  from  discharging  their  functions  as  such  in 
other  respects.  The  mere  placing  the  running  operations  of  the 
road  under  the  control  of  a  receiver  neither  vacates  the  offices  of 
the  directory  nor  paralyzes  their  actions  in  such  matters  as  do 
not  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  receiver.'  But  if  there  be  a 
conflict  involving  an  uncertainty  as  to  who  are  the  legal  direct- 
ory, a  receiver  will  be  appointed,  superseding  all  the  claimants 
until  the  question  be  legally  settled.' 

2.  Suiu  agalnat  receivers. — Ordinarily,  to  sue  a  receiver,  leave 
must  be  had  of  the  court  wherein  the  receiver  is  appointed,  and 
the  suit  must  be  brought  in  the  same  court;  *  for  the  business  of 
his  receivership  being  in  the  custody  of  the  law  and  of  that  par- 
ticular court,  and  his  actions  in  respect  thereto  being  all  subject 


'  Metz,  Admr.,  v.  The  Buffalo,  Corry 
&  Pittsburg  R.  R.  Co.,  58  N.  Y.  61. 

*  Stevens  ».  Davison,  18  Gratt.  819. 

'  Stevens  v.  Davison,  18  Gratt.  819. 
The  rescission  of  an  order  appointing* 
a  receiver,  "  without  prejudice  to  any 
one,*'  is  not  a  defense  to  a  possessory 
warrant  for  an  engine  sued  out  against 
such  officer  before  the  rescission ;  and 
if  he  suiTender  the  engine  to  the  com- 
pany he  will  be  liable:  Peacock  v, 
Pittsburg  Locomotive  and  Car  Works, 
62  Geo.  417,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  147. 
Power  to  appoint  implies  power  to  re- 
move, and  this  power  may  be  exer- 
cised in  vacation:  Cincinnati,  San- 
dusky &  Cleveland  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Sloan, 
31  Ohio  St.  1,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  376. 
And  this,  too,  notwithstanding  the  ap- 
plication may  be  informally  made :  Coe 
V.  New  Jersey  Midland  Ry.  Co.,  28  N. 
J.  Ch.  31,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9.  A  re- 
ceiver may  appeal  from  a  decree  set- 


tling his  accounts  after  the  sale,  and 
directing  him  to  pay  a  certain  sum  of 
money  into  court:  Hinckley  v.  Gil- 
man,  Clinton  &  Springfield  R.  R.  Co., 
4  Otto,  467,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  217.  In 
proceedings  for  the  appointment  of 
receivers,  the  court  will  not  take  juris- 
diction of  any  other  matters  than  those 
pertaining  to  the  preservation  of  the 
property.  No  question  in  relation  to 
elections  will  be  considered:  Taylor 
V,  Phil.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  and  Farmers' 
&  Mech.  Nat.  Bank  v.  Same,  7  Fed. 
Repr.  381 ;  S.  C.  I  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R. 
Cas.  627. 

^In  re  McElrath,  2  Dillon's  C.  C.  R., 
460;  Minnesota  Co.  t>.  St.  Paul  Co., 
2  Wall.  609,  632,  633;  Freeman  v. 
Howe,  24  How.  460;  Randall  p.  How- 
ard, 2  Black,  586;  Robinson  v.  Atlan- 
tic &  Great  West.  Ry.  Co.,  66  Penn. 
St.  160. 
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to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  court,  and  likewise  nnder 
its  protection,*  no  action  a:]:ain8t  the  receiver,  or  in  reference  to 
the  interests  in  his  hands  or  under  his  care,  will  lie,  except  by 
leave  of  the  court  to  which  he  is  bound  to  respond.'  The  more 
regular  and  ordinary  way  is  for  the  aggrieved  party  to  apply,  by 
petition,  to  the  conrt,  which,  in  a  proper  case,  will  afford  sum- 
mary relief.' 

But  if  suit  be  permitted,  or  is  maintainable,  against  a  re- 
ceiver, it  is  no  objection  thereto  that  the  road  is  ran  by,  and  the* 
act  complained  of  is  the  joint  act  of,  the  receiver  and  a  lessee 
of  the  road,  who  jointly  run  and  operate  the  same;  in  such  case 
the}'^  may  be  sued  jointly,  if  suit  be  permitted  against  the  receiver 
or  the  company  itself,  or  the  lessee  may  be  sued  separately  for 
his  act.* 

If  the  proceeding  and  appointment  of  a  receiver  be  in  a  state 
court,  then  litigation  will  not  lie  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter 
of  tlie  receivership  in  the  federal  court,  although  the  citizenship 
of  the  parties  is  such  as  would  otherwise  confer  jurisdiction  on 
the  United  States  courts.*  And  so  if  the  receiver  be  appointed 
by  the  federal  court,  then  litigation  in  regard  thereto  must  be 
in  that  court* 

In  the  case  cited  from  2  Wallace^  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  Miller,  Justice,  lay  down  the  rule  in  the  follow- 
ing language:  '/If  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  of  the  Circuit 
Court,  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  that  any  litigation  for  its 
possession  must  take  place  in  that  court,  without  regard  to  the 
citizenship  of  the  parties  (citing  Freeman  v.  Howe,  24  Howard, 
460).  If  it  has  been  taken  illegally  from  the  custody  of  the  re- 
ceiver, it  is  equally  clear  that  the  court  has  not  lost  thereby  the 
jurisdiction  over  the  property,  or  tlie  right  to  determine  where 
it  shall  go;  so  far  as  that  right  is  involved  in  that  suit." 

But  notwithstanding  an  action  will  not  lie  against  a  receiver 

^  La  Crosse  Railroad  Bridge,  2  Dil-  ^Minnesota  Co.  v.  St.  Paul  Co.,  2 

Ion's  C.  C.  R.,  465;   Robinson  v.  At-  Wall.  609,  633. 

lantic   &   Great  West.  Ry.   Co.,  66  •Minnesota  Co.  v,  St.  Paul  Co.,  2 

Penn.  St.  160.  Wall.  609,  632,  6::J3.     And  see,  to  the 

*Anie,  note  4,  p.  894.  same  point,  Milw.  &  St.  Paul   R.  R, 

•Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Davis,  Co.  v.  Milw.  &  Minn.  R.  R.  Co.,  20 

23  Ind.  553.  Wis.  165. 

« Alexandria  &  Washington  R.  R.  '2  Wall.  609,  632,  633. 
Co.  V.  Brown,  17  Wall.  445. 
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for  property  belonging  to  a  railroad  corporation  placed  in  liis 
lijinds  under  authority  of  the  court,  yet  Buch  is  not  the  case  in 
relation  to  property  in  his  possession  and  in  use  by  him  upon 
the  road,  but  which  does  not  in  fact  belong  to  the  corporation, 
and  which  is  not  of  the  property  such  receiver  was  authorized  by 
the  decree  of  his  appohitinent  to  take  into  his  possession  and 
control.  As  to  all  such  as  the  decree  does  not  authorize  the  re- 
ceiver to  control  and  possess,  an  action  in  any  of  the  ordinary 
A>rms  will  lie,  if  a  proper  occasion  occur  therefor.  Hence,  an 
action  of  replevin,  by  the  owner  thereof,  will  lie  against  a  receiver 
for  a  locomotive  in  his  possession,  and  used  upon  the  road  of 
which  he  is  receiver.* 

And  so,  although  it  is  the  law  that  an  action  may  not  be 
maintained  against  a  receiver  appointed  by  the  court,  in  relation 
to  property  or  interests  confided  to  him  by  the  judicial  authority 
that  appoints  him,  without  the  permission  of  the  court  to  prose- 
cute the  same,  yet  suit  may  be  brought  against  a  receiver  ap- 
pointed in  one  state,  who  is  running  a  railroad  as  a  common  car- 
rier, in  the  courts  of  another  state,  when  the  action  is  brought 
for  matter  involved  in  runnins:  such  road  therein  as  a  common 
carrier.'  And  we  can  see  no  reason  why  such  suit  may  not  be 
brought  in  either  state. 

At  common  law,  a  railroad  or  other  corporation,  whose  road 
or  structure  is  in  the  possession  of  a  receiver  judicially  ap- 
pointed by  a  competent  court  to  take  charge  tliereof  and  oper- 
ate the  same,  is  not  liable  to  an  action,  and  neither  is  the  receiv- 
er, without  leave  of  the  appointing  court,  for  tlie  act  of  such 
receiver,  or  of  his  servant,  in  cliarge  of  such  road  or  works.  In- 
juries inflicted  by  such  receiver  or  his  servants  in  carrying  on 
the  business,  by  negligence  or  otherwise,  are  not  attributable  to 
the  corporation.  The  possession  of  the  receiver  is  not  the  pos- 
session of  the  railroad  corporation,  but  is  antagonistic  thereto. 
The  receiver  is  under  the  control  of  the  court.  Ilis  possession 
is  the  possession  of  the  court  His  acts  are  not  the  acts  of  the 
corporation;  and  the  corporation  has  no  control  thereof.  An 
effort   to  control  them   would   be   punishable   by    the   court.* 

» Parker  v.  Browning,  8  Paipe.  388;  «  Paige  v.  Smith,  99  Mass.  895. 

Paige  V.  Smith,  99  Mass.  895;  Leigh-  'Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  u.   Davis, 

ton  V.  Ilarwood,  111  Mass.  67;   Hills  28    Ind.   55:3,  560;  Wiswall  u.  Samp- 

V.  Piirker,  111  Mass.  508,  510,  511.  son,   14  How.  62;    Angel  v.  Smith 
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No  action,  therefore,  will  ordinarilj  lie  against  the  cornpanj  for 
tlieacts  of,  or  injuries  inflicted  by,  the  receiver,  or  by  his  servants 
or  employes/  Nor  will  an  action  therefor  lie  against  the  re- 
ceiver himself,  as  such;  for  a  receiver  cannot  be  sued  in  respect 
to  the  matter  of  his  receivership,  except  by  permission  first  ob- 
tained from  the  court  that  appoints  him.'  But  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  the  injured  person  is  without  a  remedy.  On  the  con- 
trary, his  remedy  is  to  be  sought  for  by  petition  to  the  court  who 
appointed  the  receiver,  which,  "upon  suflBcient  proof,  will  grant 
the  relief  to  which  the  sufferer  maybe  entitled."'  Anything 
seemingly  to  the  contrary  of  this  in  the  cases  of  McKinney  v. 
The  Ohio  &  Mississippi  Railroad  Company,  heretofore  consid- 
ered,* and  the  Oliio  &  Mississippi  Railroad  Company  v,  Fitcli,* 
18  sufficiently  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  liability  in  these 
cases  was  not  predicated  upon  negligence  of  the  receiver,  or  of 
his  servants,  nor  upon  their  acts,  either  of  right  or  of  wrong, 
but  was  statutory,  and  was  a  liability  imposed  upon  the  railroad 
corporation  b}'  an  express  statute  of  a  police  nature,  for  a  failure 
to  fence  its  road;  and  there  being  no  exception  in  the  statute  as  to 
roads  in  the  hands  of  receivers,  the  statute  could  but  take  its 
course,  and  therefore  these  actions  were  sustained  aijainst  the 
corporation  itself.*  As,  for  instance,  where,  by  law,  liability  is 
fixed  upon  the  corporation  for  the  enforcement  of  a  statutory 
right  of  action  for  injuries  of  a  specific  character  which  are  not 
actionable  at  common  law,  and  an  action  therefor  is  given  against 
the  company,  then,  notwithstanding  the  road  be  in  the  hands  of 
a  receiver,  and  the  wrong  be  suffered,  or  the  injury  be  inflicted, 
in  the  operating  thereof  whilst  thus  in  the  receiver's  hands,  yet 
the  action  is  in  such  case  to  be  brought  against  the  com- 
pany;^ but  in  case  of  recovery,  no   execution   can  go  upon    the 


9  Ves.  335.  See  Hopkins  v.  Connel, 
2  Tenn.  Ch.  323;  Wabash  Ry.  Co. 
r.  Brown,  5  Bradw.  (III.),  590. 

*  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Davis, 
23  Ind.  553,  560,  561. 

'Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Davis, 
23  Ind.  553.  ^10,  561;  Cardot  v,  Bar- 
ney, 63  N.  r.  281;  Hopkins  r.  Con- 
nel, supra. 

*  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Davis, 
supra. 

67 


*  22  Ind.  99. 

»20Ind.  498. 

•Ohio  &  Mississippi  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Davis,  23  Ind.  553,  560,  561.  For  any 
recovery  against  the  company  in  buc.i 
statutory  action,  the  receiver  will,  of 
course,  be  directed  by  the  court  ap- 
pointing him  to  provide  for  and  pay 
out  of  the  assets  of  the  company  or 
i;oad  in  his  hands. 

^  McKinney  v.  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R. 
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judgment  against  property  in  the  receiver's  hands,  or  snhject  to 
liis  powers,  but  the  remedj  for  satisfaction  of  the  judgment  is 
by  application  for  payment  to  the  court  wherein  the  business  or 
matter  of  the  receivership  is  pending.* 

In  the  case  cited  from  22  Indiana,  99,  the  action  was  for  an  in- 
jury to  live  stock  in  operating  an  unfenced  road,  when  the  stat- 
ute required  it  to  be  fenced,  and  subjected  the  company  to  an 
action  and  liability  to  pay  for  stock  so  injured,  as  for  want  of  a 
fence;  hence,  the  gist  of  the  action  was  not  the  negliorence  of 
the  receiver  or  his  servants  operating  tlie  road,  but  the  omis- 
sion of  the  company  to  fence.  There  being  no  right  of  action 
for  this  at  common  law,  it  followed  that  the  statutory  right  of 
action  must  be  pursued  as  by  the  statute  required,  that  is,  against 
the  company,  for  the  fact  of  the  receiver  having  possession  of 
the  road  could  not  operate  to  exonerate  the  company  from  the 
liability  imposed  by  the  law.  To  do  so,  would  be  in  effect  to  re- 
peal the  law  in  respect  to  such  railroads  as  should  come  under 
the  control  of  a  receiver.  So,  too,  in  the  case  of  the  Ohio  & 
Mississippi  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Fitch,  20  Ind.  498.  That,  also,  was  a 
like  action  for  statutory  liability,  where  the  remedy  was  ex- 
pressly given  by  an  action  against  the  company, and  in  like  man- 
ner, as  for  want  of  a  fence. 

And  so  an  action  will  lie  against  the  receiver,  as  such,  for  liis 
wrong  act  or  negligence  in  operating  the  road,  and  miy  be 
brought  against  him,  as  such,  in  his  character  and  description  as 
receiver,  for  redress  of  injuries  received,  and  the  riglit  of  re- 
covery will  be  determined  upon  the  same*  principles  of  law  as 
if  the  suit  was  against  the  company  itself  for  the  like  acts  or 
omissions;  but  to  sustain  such  action  against  the  receiver,  leave 
to  sue  must  first  be  had  x>f  the  court  from  whose  appointment 
his  receivership  is  derived.*     In  case  of  recovery,  the  judgment 


Co.,  22  Ind.  99;  Louisville,  New  Al- 
bany &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.  ».  Cauble,  46 
Ind.  277. 

*  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  t».  Davis, 
23  Ind.  553,  560. 

'  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Davis, 
23  Ind.  ri53;  Klein  r.  Jewett,  11  C.  E. 
Gi-een,  474;  Jordan  v.  Wells,  3  Woods, 
527;  Meara's  Admr.  v  Holbrook,  20 
Ohio  St.  131;   Kennedy  r.  Indianapo- 


lis, C.  &  L.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Flippin,  704; 
S.  C.  10  Repr.  359,  11  Cent.  L.  J. 
89.  In  Tennessee  it  is  held  that  a 
receiver,  appointed  under  Sec.  1101 
of  their  code,  becomes  vested  with  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors in  managing  the  affairs  of  the 
company,  and  is  a  public  agent  of  ihe 
state :  Krwin  v.  Davenport,  9  Heisk. 
44,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  274     The  state 
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IS  to  be  satisfied,  not  by  the  receiver  personally,  but  by  tlie  funds 
in  the  haiids  of  tlie  receiver,  as  part  of  tiie  subject  of  his  re- 
ceivership.* 

A  receiver  of  a  railroad  company  engaged  in  transporting  and 
carrying,  as  a  common  carrier,  persons  or  property,  is  likewise 
liable,  as  such,  for  losses  and  injuries  to  freights,  injuries  to  per- 
sons, and  other  wrongs  inflicted,  or  wrongful  exactions,  and  may 
be  sued  for  such;  but  such  action  can  only  be  brought  by  leave 
of  the  court." 

No  action  can  be  maintained  against  a  receiver  after  his  dis- 
charge. The  purchaser  at  a  foreclosure  sale  takes  subject  to  all 
claims  against  the  receiver,  when  the  court  has  reserved  the 
power  to  enforce  against  the  property  all  liabilities  incurred  by 
the  receiver." 

3.  Exeontion  levy  of  property  In  the  posBesBlon  of  a  receiver. 
— Property  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver  under  authority  of  the 
court  is  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  and  is  not  subject  to  execu- 
tion or  attachment  levy.*  To  allow  property  so  situated  to  be 
levied  upon  and  sold  by  legal  process,  would  not  only  cause  a 
conflict  of  jurisdiction,  and  interfere  with  the  duties  and  rights 
of  the  receiver  in  the  management  and  administration  of  the 
property,  which  he  exercises  under  the  authority  and  direction 
of  the  court  by  which  he  is  appointed,  but  would  defeat  the 
power  of  the  court  appointing  the  receiver  to  make  an  equitable 
and  rightful  application  of  the  proceeds  among  those  entitled  to 
it  in  law,  and  will  not  be  permitted."     If  a  creditor  thinks  the 


des  not  gniarantee  their  fidelity^  and 
is  not  responsible  for  their  misfeasance 
or  nonfeaHance  in  office,  nor,  gener- 
ally, are  they  responsible  for  similar 
dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
their  sub-agents;  but  where  such 
agents  are  guilty  of  positive  wrong  to 
others,  they  are  liable  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  private  agents.  So  that  for 
mere  negligence  they  are  not  liable: 
Ibid.  And  see  Hopkins  v,  Connel,  2 
Tenn.  Ch.  323. 

'  In  re  McElratb,  In  r$  Easton,  2 
Dill.  C.  C.  B.,  460. 

'/n  re  Mc}!]lrath,  In  re  Easton,  2 
Dill.  C.  C.  K.,  460;  Blumenthal  v. 
Biainerd,  38  Yt  402;  Newell  v.  Smith, 


49  Vt.  255.  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  100; 
Allen  f>.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  42  la.  G83; 
Wabash  Ry.  Co.  v.  Brown,  5  Bradw. 
(III.),  590;  Kain  p.  Smith,  80  N.  Y. 
458. 

2  Farmers'  Loan  and  Trust  Co.  v. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  McCrary,  181;  S.  C. 
7  Fed.  Repr.  537,  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R. 
R.  Cas.  630.  But  see  Brown  ». 
Wabash  Ry.  Co.,  96  111.  297,  1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  626;  S.  C.  5  Bradw. 
(111.).  590. 

*  Robinson  v,  Atlantic  k  Great  West. 
Ry.  Co.,  66Penn.  St.  160. 

*  Robinson  v.  Atlantic  &  Gred,t  West. 
Ry.  Co.,66Penn.  St.  160. 
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property  not  properly  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver,  or  that  tlie 
demands  for  wliicli  it  is  placed  there  are  unjust,  it  is  liis  duty  to 
apply  to  the  same  court  which  appointed  the  receiver  and  placed 
him  in  possession  thereof,  for  its  discharge  from  legal  custody, 
that  he  may  proceed  against  it  by  suitable  process  in  his  own 
behalf.  But  it  can  not  be  wrested  by  piecemeal  from  the  cus- 
tody of  the  law  by  adverse  proceedings,*  Not  even  a  suit  will 
lie  against  a  receiver,  except  by  permission  of  the  court  appoint- 
ing him.  The  party  aggrieved  is  to  apply  for  relief  to  that  same 
court ' 

4.  JturiBdictlon  as  between  federal  and  state  conrts. — As  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  and  the  state  courts  over  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  receivership,  and  over  the  receiver  himself  in 
his  capacity  as  such,  the  well  settled  rule  is,  that  the  tribunal 
whose  jurisdiction  first  attaches  to  the  same  will  retain  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  thereof  as  against  all  other  courts  of  merely 
concurrent  powers;  and  no  interference  is  allowed  from  such 
other,  either  as  to  the  action  of  the  receiver  necessary  to  tlie  dis- 
charge of  his  trust,  or  in  reference  to  the  subject-matter  tliereof.' 
Moreover,  for  any  interference  by  process  or  proceedings  in  an- 
other court,  an  injunction  will  lie  against  the  party  prosecuting 
the  same.* 

5.  .  His  rights  may  be  protected  by  injanction. — Tn  case  of  in- 
terference with  the  assets  or  interests  committed  to  the  custody 
and  charge  of  the  receiver,  by  judicial  process  or  proceedings 
against  the  same,  by  creditors  or  otiiers,  calculated  to  divert 
the  same  from  the  regular  course  of  administration  of  the  court 
making  his  appointment,  an  injunction  will  lie,  on  proper  ap- 
plication, to  restrain  the  party  or  parties  from  such  interference, 
to  the  end  that  equal  distribution  of  the  whole  of  the  assets  may 
be  made  amongst  the  parties  in  interest,  according  to  their  sev- 
eral rights  and  priorities.' 

» Robinson  r.Anantic&  Great  West.  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Fitch,  20 

Ry.  Co.,  66Penn.  St.  160.  Ind.  498;  Minnesota  Co.  r.  St.  Paul 

2  Supra,  subdivision  2.  Co.,  2  Wall.  609. 

•  Robinson    v.    Atlantic   &     Great         *  Rankine  t>.  Elliott,  16  N.  Y.  377. 
Weston  Ry.  Co.,  66  Penn.  St.  160;         'Rankine  r.  Elliott,  16  N.  Y.  377. 
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JUDICIAL  AND  EXECUTION  SALES  OF  RAILROADS,  AND  RAILROAD 
STOCKS  AND  PROPERTY,  AND  SALES  FOR  TAXES. 


Section. 

No  execution  sales  thereof  at  com- 
mon law:  the  remedy  is  by  se- 
qaestration       ....      1 

Execution  sales  and  sequestration 
under  the  statute      ...      2 

Judicial  sales       ....      8 

Fraudulent  and  7oid  judicial  and 


Section, 

execution  sales         ...  4 

Sales  for  taxes     ....  5 

Sequestration  and  sale  by  Confed- 
erate court       ....  6 

Redemption  from  mortg^age  and 

execution  sale  ....  7 

Reorganization  by  purchasers      .  8 


1.  No  execatlon  sales  thereof  at  commoii  law;  the  remedy  is 
by  sequestration. — The  corporate  franchises,  rit^hts  and  property 
of  a  railroad  corporation,  incident  thereto,  can  not  at  common 
law  be  seized  or  sold  upon  execntion  at  law  against  the  com- 
pany;* nor  can  the  appurtenances,  easements,  appliances  or 
works  nsed  for  the  practical  operation  of  the  road,  be  levied  npon 
or  sold  at  law  upon  execution  separate  from  the  franchise,  any 
more,  or  more  legally,  than  the  whole  can  be  sold  together.  Such 
sale  would  impair  its  value,  and  impede  its  use  by  the  public.'* 
Nor  can  the  income,  tolls  or  product  of  the  franchise  or  road 
be  seized  on  such  execution  process,  so  as  to  cut  off  the  right  of 
the  corporate  company  to  demand,  receive  and  control  the  same, 
or  in  any  manner  to  divest  the  company  of  its  ownership  and 


» Que  V.  Tide  Water  Canal  Co.,  24 
How.  268;  Rorer  on  Judicial  and  Ex. 
Sales,  sec.  1068;  Coe  v.  Columbus,  P.  & 
I.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Ohio  St.  372;  Western 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Johnston,  59  Pcnn. 
St.  290;  Toungman  v.  Elmira  &'  W. 
R.  R.  Co.,  65  Penn.  St.  278;  Bay- 
ard's Appeal,  72  Penn.  St.  453.  454; 
Thomas  v.  Armstrong,  7  Cal.  286; 
Stewjirt  V.  Jones,  40  Mo.  140;  Hatcher 
V.  Toledo,  Wcibash  &   Western   R. 


R.  Co.,  62  III.  477;  James  r.  The  Pon- 
tiac  &  Groveland  Plank  Road  Co.,  8 
Mich.  (4  Cooley),  91. 

■Ammant  v.  New  Alexandria  & 
Pittsburg  Turnpike  Co.,  13  S.  &  R. 
212;  Plymouth  R.  R.  Co.  i\  Col  well, 
89  Penn.  St.  337;  Youngman  r.  Elmi- 
ra &  Williamsport  R.  R.  Co.,  65 
Penn.  St.  278;  Gue  v.  Tide  Water 
Canal  Co.,  24  How.  257;  Rorer  cm 
Judicial  and  Ex.  Sales,  sec.  1069. 
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possession  thereof;*  nor  the  rolling  stock  and  other  property 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  road — 
these  are  incident  to  the  franchise." 

In  some  of  the  states,  however,  there  is  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule,  as  in  New  Hampshire,  for  instance,  where  it  is 
holden  that  cars  and  locomotive  engines  may  be  levied  upon  and 
sold,  if  not  in  actual  use.' 

Lands,  or  an  easement  therein,  held  by  a  railroad  company  for 
depot  grounds,  riglit  of  way,  and  other  necessary  purposes  of 
conducting  the  business,  are  not  subject  to  execution  sale;  and 
the  principle  is  tlie  same,  if  merely  for  right  of  way,  whether 
the  lands  or  easement  therein  be  taken  by  tlie  company  under 
the  right  of  eminent  domain,  or  be  conveyed  to  it  by  grant  of 
the  owner.  In  either  case  the  use,  within  the  quantity  limited 
as  allowed  to  be  taken  by  law,  is  for  railroad  purposes  only,  and 
a  reversion  to  the  former  owner  is  the  result  of  non-user  there- 
of,  and  of  course  of  a  sale  or  transfer  thereof,  if  the  same  could 
be  made  to  a  person  not  authorized  to  use  them  for  the  objects 
of  the  enterprise  and  franchise  for  which  thej^  were  taken,  or  by 
grant  obtained.  Nor  can  the  company  itself  sell  them  in  par- 
cels separate  from  the  franchise.* 

Moreover,  even  if  subject  to  sale  on  execution,  a  railroad  can 
not  be  levied  upon  and  sold  in  separate  parcels,  in  different 
counties,  or  in  any  county  tlirongh  which  it  may  pass.  Such 
sale,  if  valid,  would  break  up  the  connection  of  the  continuous 
line,  and  defeat  the  purposes  of  the  law  in  regard  to  the  road, 
rendering  it  less  useful  to  the  public  as  a  means  of  transporta- 
tion and  travel.* 

Nor  will  a  sale,  by  whatever  means  effected,  and  however 
valid,  of  the  mere  property  of  a  railroad  corporation,  carry  with 


'  Rorer  on  Judicial  and  Ex.  Sales, 
sec.  1069,  pp.  344,  345,  846;  Gue  r. 
Tide  Water  Canal  Co.,  24  How.  257; 
Leedom  v.  Plymouth  R.  R.  Co.,  5 
Watts  &  Sergt.  265. 

^  Rorer  on  Judicial  and  Ex.  Sales, 
346,  sec.  1070;  Leedom  u.  Plymouth 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

*  Rorer  on  Judicial  and  Ex.  Sales, 
sec.  1070;  Boston,  Concord  &  Montreal 
R.  R.  Co.  p.  Gilmore,  37  N.  H.  410. 

*  Hill  r.  The  Western  Vermont  R. 


R.  Co.,  32  Vt.  68;  Western  Penn.  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Johnston,  59  Penn.  St.  290; 
Rorer  on  Judicial  and  Ex.  Sales,  sec. 
1071;  Am  man  t  v.  Turnpike  Co.,  13  S. 
&  R.  210;  Leedom  v.  Plymouth  R.  R^ 
Co.,  5  W.  &  S.  265. 

^  Macon  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v» 
Parker,  9  Geo.  377;  Rorer  on  Judicial 
and  Ex.  Sales,  sec.  1070;  Dayton, 
Xenia  &  Belpre  R.  R.  Co.  and  others 
f?.  Lewton,  20  Ohio  St.  401. 
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t  the  corporate  franchise  or  corporate  capacity.  The  corpora- 
tion may  still  exist,  although  its  property  and  pecuniary  means 
are  all  gone,  and  will,  nntil  judicially  extinguished  for  nou-uscr 
or  other  cause/ 

The  only  remedy  at  common  law  for  a  judgment  creditor  is 
by  sequestration,  as  railroads  and  railroad  tolls  are  not  subject 
to  judgment  liens,  and  the  road  itself  can  not,  as  we  have  seen, 
be  sold  on  execution  at  law,  upon  general  principles.  The  tolls 
are  but  the  product  of  the  franchise,  and  are  in  no  wise  an  inter- 
est in  land  susceptible  of  becoming  the  subject  of  a  judgment 
lien.  Nor  is  the  franchise  itself  subject  to  a  judgment  lien,  or 
an  execution  sale  at  law;  and  the  remedy  at  law,  as  against  the 
tolls,  is  by  writ  of  sequestration  on  the  judgment  at  law.' 

It  results  from  these  principles  that  where  a  judgment  cred- 
itor obtains  a  writ  of  sequestration  against  the  company,  that 
moneys  for  tolls  received  by  the  sequestrator  who  is  in  posses- 
sion under  his  writ,  are  not  to  be  paid  to  the  judgment  creditor 
who  thus  obtains  the  writ,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  creditors, 
but  are  to  be  distributed  by  the  court  among  the  creditors  of 
the  company  generally,  in  proportion  to  tlie  aihount  of  their  re- 
spective claims.* 

In  some  of  the  states,  the  proceeding  by  seqnestration  has 
been  provided  for  and  regulated  by  statute,  which,  except  as  to 
variation  of  details,  is  but  the  re-enactment  of  the(common  law.^ 
Such  was  the  case  in  Pennsylvania  under  the  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  I6th  of  June,  1836,  in  reference  to  executions.  On  the 
return  of  a  ji,  fa,  against  a  corporation  unsatisfied,  and  after 
demand  made  for  the  amount  of  the  same  upon  the  chief  officer 
of  the  sompany,  or  officer  in  charge  of  the  principal  office,  the 
creditor  could,  upon  petition  therefor,  have  a  writ  of  sequestra- 
tion, and  sequester  the  goods,  chattels,  credits,  issues,  profits, 
tolls  and  receipts  of  the  corporation.*  But  this  remedy  was 
abolished  and  superseded  by  the  act  of  7th  April,  1870,  which 
radically  changed  the  mode  of  procedure.     By  this  act,  instead 

*Bruflfett  and  others  i?.  The  Great  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  232;  Reidr.  The 

Western  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Dl.  a53,  356;  Northwestern  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Penn.  St. 

anU,  chap.  42,  subd'n  1.  (8  Casey),  257. 

■  Ammant  r.  The  New  Alexandria  &  •  Leedom  v.  The  Plymouth  R.  R.  Co., 

Pittsburg  Turnpike  Co.,  13  Sergrt.  &  5  Watts  &  Sergft.  265. 

Rawle,  210;  Leedom  r.  The  Plymouth  *  Phila.  &  Baltimore  Central  R.  R. 

B.  R.  Co.,  5  Watts  &  Sergt.  265;  S.  Co.'e  Appeal,  70  Penn.  St.  355. 
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of  eeqnestration,  predicated  upon  the  return  of  9k  fi.fa.^  nnder 
the  act  of  1836,  unsatisfied  in  whole  or  in  part,  an  alias  ji.  fa. 
issues  to  seize  and  sell  the  franchises  and  property  of  the 
delinquent  corporation.'  Thus  the  old  remedy  bj  sequestration 
was  abolished  in  said  state,  and  was  superseded  by  the  present 
one  of  levy  and  sale.'  In  such  cases  the  execution  levy  does  not 
give  an  exclusive  lien  to  the  plaintiff,  but  the  funds  arising  from 
sales  of  the  property  and  fmnchises  #f  the  corporation  are  to  be 
distributed  and  nppHed  in  like  manner  as  in  cases  of  distribution 
of  the  assets  of  an  insolvent  person  or  company.* 
,  Railroads,  strictly  speakins:,  are  not  real  estate;*  and  there- 
fore the  law  of  judgment  liens  on  real  estate  is  not  applicable  to 
railroads.*  The  result  follows,  from  this  principle,  that  on  an 
execution  sale  of  a  railroad  where  this  rule  prevails,  there  bein:^ 
no  provision  of  statutory  law  to  the  contrary,  the  proceeds  of 
such  sale  go  as  go  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  ordinary  personal  prop- 
erty, in  the  distribution  of  such  proceeds  among  judgment  and 
execution  creditors.* 

2.  Bzecution  sales  and  sequestration  nnder  the  statute. — 
Execution  sales  of  intangible  corporate  interests  can  only  be 
made,  in  proceedings  at  law,  when  authorized  by  statute,  as  we 
have  seen  under  the  preceding  title  of  this  cliapter,  and  from  the 
authority  there  cited.  It  follows  therefrom  that  such  levies  and 
sales  of  incorporeal  interests  of  the  company,  in  proceedings 
against  the  company,  and  of  capital  stocks  in  proceedings  against 
stockholders,  as  judgment  debtors,  must  be  made  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  requirements  of  the  statute,  and  must  be  evidenced 
by  a  return  of  the  officer,  showing  such  conformity;  for  the  in- 
terest being  intangible  and  incapable  of  delivery,  the  title  can 
only  pass  by  proper  evidences  of  sale,  and  not  by  delivery,  as  in 
cases  of  sales  of  ordinary  personal  property,  the  title  to  which 
vests  in  the  officer  by  the  levy  and  corporal  possession,  and  passes 
over  to  the  purchaser  on  sale  and  actual  delivery  to  him.' 

» Phila.  k  Baltimore  Cent.  R.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Texas,  21. 

Co.'s  Appeal,  70  Penn.  St.  355;  Bay-  ^Scogin  v.  Perry,  and  the  S.  Pacific 

ard's  Appeal,  72  Penn.  St.  453.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

^  Phila.   &  Baltimore  Cent.  R.  R.  •Scogin  t?.  Perry,  and  S.  Pacific  R. 

Co.'s  Appeal,  70  Penn.  St.  355;  Bay-  R.  Co.,  supra. 

ard's  Appeal.  72  Penn.  St.  453.  'Titcomb  v.  Union  M.  &  F.  Ins.  Co., 

*  Bayard's  Appeal,  72  Penn.  St.  453.  8  Mass.  326;  Davis  v.  Maynard,  9  Mass. 

*  Scogin  V.  Perry,  and  the  S.  Pacific  242;  Hiimmatt*.  Wyman,  9  Mass.  138; 
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UnsAtisfied  bonds  of  a  railroad  company  belono^ing  to  itself, 
bnt  in  the  hands  of  anotlier  person,  are  holden  to  be  subject  to 
execution  in  Iowa.  Thus,  where  a  railroad  company  issues  its 
bonds,  negotiable  and  payable  to  bearer,  and  afterwards  contracts 
to  receive  a  portion  of  the  same  in  payment  of  a  debt  due  to  the 
c  >mpany,  with  a  view  to  put  them  again  into  circulation,  and 
after  perfecting  the  contract  so  as  to  discharge  the  debt  due  the 
company,  but  previous  to  the  bonds  coming  into  its  possession, 
stich  bonds  are  levied  on  by  an  officer  by  virtue  of  a  writ  of  exe- 
cution against  the  company,  it  is  holden  that  choses  in  action 
l)eing  by  law  liable  to  levy  and  execution  sale,  the  levy  was 
therefore  valid,  and  that  a  sale  of  the  bonds  would  pass  to  the 
purchaser  the  ownership  thereof,  if  in  other  respects  legal  and 
reijular.* 

In  Iowa  it  is  provided  by  statute  that "  The  franchise  of  a  cor- 
poration may  be  levied  upon  under  execution  and  sold,"  but  that 
"  the  corporation  shall  not  become  thereby  dissolved";  and  that 
"no  dissolution  of  the  original  corporation  shall  affect  the  fran- 
chise"; and  that  "the  purchaser  becomes  vested  with  all  the 
powers  of  the  corporation  therefor."  Tiie  statute  also  provides 
that  "Such  franchise  shall  be  sold  without  appraisement."  * 

By  the  Iowa  code  of  1850,  it  is  enacted  that  "  When  the  fran- 
chise of  a  corporation  has  been  levied  upon  under  an  execution 
and  sold,  the  corporators  shall  not  have  power  to  dissolve  the 
corporation  so  as  to  destroy  the  franchise,  and  if  they  neglect  to 
keep  up  an  organization  sufficient  to  enable  the  business  to  pro- 
ceed, the  purchaser  thereupon  becomes  vested  with  all  the  powers 
of  the  corporation  requisite  therefor;  and  when  it  becomes  im- 
practicable for  an  individual  so  to  conduct  them,  and  in  cases 
where  doubts  or  difficukies  not  herein  provided  for  arise,  the  pur- 
chaser may  apply  by  petition  to  the  district  court,  which  is  hereby 
vested  with  authority  to  make  any  orders  requisite  for  carrying 
into  eft'ect  the  intent  of  this  chapter  in  this  respect."* 


Howe  V,  Starkweather,  17  Mass.  240; 
James  v.  Pontiac  &  G.  Plank  Road 
Co.,  8  Mich.  91;  Taylor  v.  Jerkins,  6 
Jones,  N.  C.  (Law),  316;  Stamford* 
Bank  r.  Ferris,  17  Conn.  259;  Rorer 
on  Judicial  &  Ex.  Sales,  Sees.  1073, 
1074, 1075  to  1080. 
'  Hetherington  &  Winslow  p.  Hay- 


den,  Sheriff,  11  Iowa,  335. 

'  General  Incorporation  Law,  Code  of 
1873,  Sec.  1086,  p.  187. 

•General  Incorporation  Law  of  Iowa, 
of  1850,  Code  of  1850,  Sec.  700;  R<> 
vision  of  1860,  Sec.  1177.  We  have 
thus  gone  back  to  the  law  of  1850,  be- 
cause several  of  our   Iowa   railroad 
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Execution  sales  of  tbe  franchises  of  a  corporation  can  only  be 
made  in  Michigan  by  virtue  of  ,the  special  statute  subjecting 
them  to  sale,  and  defining  tlie  method  thereof;  and  the  officer 
holding  the  writ  must  proceed  in  accordance  with  sucli  statute, 
and  not  under  the  general  law  of  writs  of  execution.*  The  proper 
manner  of  sale  under  such  special  statute,  is  to  sell  for  such 
limited  period  as  will  raise  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  the 
judgment  and  costs.  The  bidder  who  will  pay  the  same  for  the 
use  of  the  franchise  and  property  for  the  shortest  time,  is  in  a 
legal  sense  the  highest  bidder,  and  is  entitled  to  have  the  prop- 
erty struck  off  to  him  as  such.'  If  a  sale  cannot  be  effected  in 
such  manner,  it  is  then  the  duty  of  the  officer  to  return  that  fact 
with  the  writ,  that  the  court  may  take  such  other  measures  as 
the  statute  affords.  Execution  sales  made  otherwise  than  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  statute  authorizing  them  are  void,  alth(»ugh  the 
purchaser  obtain  possession  of  the  property  and  make  expensive 
betterments  thereon.' 

In  the  case  cited  from  39  Pennsylvania  St.  Reports,  Plymouth 
Railroad  (Company  v.  Colwell  and  Jacoby,  a  remarkably  lucid 
distinction  is  drawn  by  Woodward,  Justice,  between  theliabilty 
and  non-liability  of  lands  belonging  to  railroad  corporations 
to  sale  on  writs  of  execution.  It  is  that  lands  belonging  to  the 
company,  and  not  dedicated  to  corporate  purposes,  are  bound 
by  judgment  liens,  are  liable  to  levy  and  sale  upon  execution,  and 
may  be  levied  upon  and  sold  by  the  sheriff,  or  other  proper  offi- 
cer enforcing  the  writ,  with  the  same  effect  as  lands  of  any 
other  debtor;  but  that  lands  which  are  appropriated  to  corporate 
objects,  and  are  necessary  for  the  full  enjoj'ment  of  the  corpo- 
rate franchises  of  the  company,  whether  acquired  by  purchase,  or 
by  the  exercise  of  the  delegated  power  of  eminent  domain,  are 
entirely  exempt  from  such  liens,  and  from  execution  levy  and 
sale.*  But  such  exemption  is  not  by  reason  of  any  corporate 
prerogative,  or  corporate  immunity;  it  rests  upon  the  public  in- 
terests involved  in  the  corporation   as   common   carriers,  and  in 

corporations    originated    under    that  PlankRoadCo.,8Mich.(4Cooley),  91, 

law.  94, 95. 

*  James  r.  Pontiac   &  Groveland  P.  •  Thid. 

R.  Co.,  8  Mich.  91.  *  Plymouth  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Colwell  & 

^  James   v.    Pontiac   &  Groveland  Jacoby,  39  Penn.  St.  337. 
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the  use  of  tlie  road/  Though  the  corporation,  in  respect  to  its 
capital,  is  private,  yet  it  is  in  law  created  to  accomplish  objects 
of  public  intere^  and  to  that  end  is  its  authority,  not  only  to 
take  and  hold  lands  by  purchase,  but  to  take  lands  by  force  of  the 
law,  under  the  right  of  eminent  domain  delegated  to  it  by  the 
state.  In  the  attainment  of  this  end  tlie  public  will  not  be  balked, 
either  by  the  act  of  the  company  in  selling  what  is  necessary  lor 
operating  the  road  and  is  appropriated  thereto,  nor  by  allowing 
its  creditors  to  sell  the  same  under  execution  at  law.'  For  the 
sake  of  the  public,  then,  whatever  is  essential  to  the  exercise  of 
the  corporate  functions  shall  be  retained  by  the  company.  The 
only  remedy  for  a  creditor  by  law,  in  such  cases,  is  by  sequestra- 
tion: which  remedy  is  consistent  with  the  corporate  existence, 
unity  of  the  property  and  service  of  the  public.  It  touches  the 
tolls,  and  not  the  material  substance  of  the  corporation,  or  prop- 
erty thereof.  The  corporation  could  not  perform  or  accomplish 
the  purpose  of  its  creation  after  the  ground  on  which  the  rails 
rest  was  sold  to  a  8tran;^er,  if  such  sale  were  valid  in  law.'  But 
this  exemption  d<ies  not  extend  to  a  whole  tract  of  land,  merely 
because  a  part  thereof  is  occupied  for  railroad  purposes,  and  is 
dedicated  to  that  service.  On  the  contrary,  the  part  not  thus 
devoted  to  the  necessary  use  of  the  road  is,  like  other  lands  of 
other  persons,  liable  to  execution  levy  and  sale.* 

It  follows  from  these  principles  that  an  execution  lev^y  and 
sale  of  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  a  railroad  corporation,  and 
through  which  its  road  passes,  or  upon  which  are  located  other 
works  incident  and  necessary  to  the  proper  use  of  the  road,  and 
to  enable  the  company  to  discharge  its  duties  to  the  public,  will 
carry  the  title  of  the  company,  all  things  else  being  in  hiw 
sufficient,  as  to  the  part  of  the  land  not  in  necessary  use  by 
the  road;  and  on  the  other  hand  will  convev  no  title  at  all  to 
the  purchaser  as  to  such  part  of  the  land  as  is  in  the  proper  and 
necessary  use  of  the  corporation,  as  dedicated  to,  and  necessarily 
incident  to,  the  proper  operation  of  the  corporate  franchise.* 
And  although,  in  case  of  such  an  execution  sale,  the  lands  acta- 
ally  occupied  by  the  debtor  corporation  for  railroad  purposes 

"  Plymouth  R.  R.  Co:  v,  Colwell  &  •  Plymouth  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Colwell  & 

Jacoby,  39  Penn.  St.  337.  Jacoby,  39  Penn.  St.  337. 

"Plymouth   R.   R,  Go.  v.  Colwell,  *  Plymouth  R.  R.  Co.  t;.  Colwell* 

39  Penn.  St.  337.  Jacoby,  39  Penn.  St.  337. 
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may  not  have  been  acquired  by  it  within  tlie  time  limited  by 
law  for  it  to  obtain  them,  and  thereby  its  right  to  hold  the 
same  for  corporate  purposes  be  such  as  to  reader  it  subject  to 
ouster  therefrom,  as  to  the  exercise  of  corporate  rights  in  that 
respect,  by  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  government,  yet  un- 
der and  by  virtue  of  such  execution  sale  and  purchase,  the  pur- 
cliaser  will  not  be  allowed  to  oust  the  company  therefrom  in  a 
])rivate  action,  nor  can  a  tbrfeiture  of  charter  privileges  be  de^ 
clared  in  such  collateral  proceeding.* 

In  Texas,  the  franchise,  track  and  effects  of  railroad  corpora- 
tions are  liable  to  execution  levy  and  sale.'  Though  the  fran- 
chise and  road  be  thus  sold,  the  corporation  is  not  thereby  dis- 
solved; nor  do  the  functions  of  the  directors  cease,  except  in  re- 
gard to  that  which  is  thus  sold.*  If  there  remain  other  assets 
of  the  company,  they  are  vested  in  the  directory,  in  trust  for 
the  remaining  creditors,  if  any;  and  it'  there  are  no  remaining 
creditors,  then  in  trust  for  the  stockholders.  If  there  be  other 
creditors,  this  remaining  property  is  still  subject  to  further  ex- 
ecution sale  in  their  behalf.* 

Under  the  practice  of  the  law  of  mortgages  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  remedj'  of  the  bondholder  of  a  railroad  mortgage  with 
power  of  sale,  must,  for  such  breaches  as  remedies  are  provided 
for  therein,  proceed  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  terms  of  the 
mortgage.*  A  court  of  equity  will  not  interpose  or  lend  its 
powers  to  enforce  a  different  remedy  than  the  one  provided  by 
the  parties  themselves.  Thus,  where  the  power  is,  that  on  default 
of  payment  when  the  principal  debt  is  due,  the  trustee  may 
enter  and  take  possession  and  sell  the  road,  no  such  sale  will  be 
coerced  in  equity  for  a  mere  default  in  the  payment  of  interest; 
and  where  a  specific  remedy  for  the  latter  is  provided,  as,  for  in- 
stance, the  taking  possession  and  operating  the  road,  and  applying 
the  net  receipts  to  the  payment  of  the  debts,  then  such  specific 

*  Plymouth  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Col  well  &  sonal  property:  Ih, 

Jacoby,  39  Penn.  St.  337.    And  what  ,  '  Good  r.  Sherman  el  at.,  tmstees, 

p3i'tion  of  the  grounds  is  in  the  actual  87  Tex.  661. 

and  necessary  use  of  the  road,  in  such  *  Good  v,  Sherman  et  a/.,  trustees, 

cases,   is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  37  Tex.  661. 

jury  lib.  *  Bradley  V.  Tie  Chester  Valley  R. 

2  Good  V.  Sherman  et  al.,  trustees,  R.  Co.  et  ah,  36  Penn.  St.  (12  Casey), 

37  Tex.  661.     The  proceeds  of  sale  are  141. 
to  be  distributed  as  if  proceeds  of  per- 
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rftmedj  iniist  be  pursued.  There  being  no  trust  duty  omitted  in 
merely  omitting  to  sell,  which,  in  fact,  tlie  party  in  such  case  has 
no  power  to  do,  tlie  court  will  not  take  upon  itself  the  exercise 
of  such  power,  and  thereby  contravene  the  express  provisions  of 
the  mortgage  contract.*  Outside  of  such  special  remedies  as 
the  parties  by  their  own  act  have  provided  for,  the  courts  of 
Pennsylvania,  except  in  cases  requiring  the  enforcement  of 
trusts,  and  the  compulsion  of  trustees  to  perform  their  trust  du- 
ties, will  leave  the  holders  of  such  securities  to  the  remedies  at 
law,  by  scire  facias,  or  as  at  common  law.  The  courts  of  equity 
have  no  power  to  interfere  except  in  matters  of  trust.' 

And  even  where  execution  sales  are  by  statute  allowable,  there 
can  be  no  levy  or  sale  of  property  which  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
receiver,  who  acts  by  judicial  appointment,  to  receive  and  con- 
trol the  same.  The  property  so  situated  is  in  the  custody  of  tlie 
law,  and  of  the  court  by  whom  the  receiver  is  appointed,  and 
can  not  be  interfered  with  by  process  or  orders  Irom  any  other 
tribunal.'  Such  interference  would  bring  about  a  conflict  of  ju- 
risdiction, calculated  to  defeat  the  just  administration  of  the 
law  by  the  tribunal  whose  receiver  is  in  possession  of  the 
property,  and  would  be  a  contempt  of  such  court.*  If  remedies 
are  desired  against  the  possession  and  action  of  the  receiver, 
application  is  to  be  made  to  the  same  court  by  which  he  is 
appointed.' 

The  property  of  solvent  corporations,  including  railroad  cor- 
porations, in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  is  subject  by  statute 
to  execution  in  the  ordinary  form.'  Insolvent  ones  are  to  be  pro- 
ceeded  against  by  sequestration.^  Such  is  there  held  to  be  the 
law  in  relation  to  execution  levy  and  sale  of  property   held  fur 


*  Bradley  v.  The  Chester  Valley  R. 
R.  Co.  et  aU  36  Penn.  St.  (12  Casey), 

141. 

>  Bradley  v.  The  Chester  Valley  R. 
R.  Co.  ei  al.y  86  Penn.  St.  (12  Casey), 
141.  And  herein  it  is  suggested  that 
the  case  of  Mendenhall  v.  The  West 
Chester  &  Phil.  R.  R.  Co.  (unreported, 
we  believe)  is  scarcely  to  be  regarded 
as  authority,  it  having  been  decided 
by  a  divided  court,  and  then  again 
taken  under  consideration  for  rehear- 
ing, and  settled  by  the  parties  before  a 


decision. 

•Robinson  v.  The  Atlantic  &  Great 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  66  Penn.  St.  160. 

•Robinson  v.  The  Atlantic  &  (Jreat 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  66  Penn.  St.  160. 

^Robinson  v.  The  Atlantic  &  Great 
Western  Ry.  Co..  66  Penn.  St.  160. 

•Oakland  Railway  Co.  v.  Keenan, 
56  Penn.  St.  198;  R  ed  v.  Penrose,  12 
Casey  (86  Penn.  St.),  240. 

^Oakland  Railway  Co.  v.  Eeenan, 
56  Penn.  St.  198. 
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corporate  purposes.  Outside  property,  not  of  corporate  neces- 
sity, is  held  in  said  state  to  be  subject  to  legal  process  ot*  cred- 
itors, in  the  manner  of  other  debtors.* 

But  an  execution  levy  and  sale,  in  said  state,  of  lands  of  a 
railroad  corporation,  subject  to  the  right  of  the  company  *'  to 
lay,  keep  and  retain  its  railway  tracks  over"  the  same,  carries 
only  "  the  company's  title  to  the  land,  subject  to  the  servitude 
of  their  right  as  a  railroad  company."  Such  being  the  levy 
and  sale,  such  is  the  form,  says  Woodward,  Ch.  J.,  in  which  the 
purchaser  must  enjoy  his  purchase.* 

A  railroad  or  other  corporation  established  by  law,  can  not,  in 
said  state,  even  under  the  statute,  be  interrupted  in  the  exercise 
of  its  corp  rate  franchises  by  a  levy  and  sale  in  proceedings  by 
a  private  creditor.'  Equity  will  restrain  such  a  proceeding.*  It 
can  only  be  put  out  of  existence,  or  stripped  of  what  is  essential 
to  its  existence,  by  public  authority,  and  not  by  a  private  suitor.' 

And  equity  will  prevent  the  sale  of  a  railroad  in  parcels,  on 
execution,  in  Georgia.' 

The  casement  of  the  right  of  way  appurtenant  to  a  railroad  is, 
in  contemplation  of  law,  perpetual  in  its  character,  and  when 
vested  by  payment,  passes  with  the  road  on  a  forced  sale  thereof, 
made  under  authority  of  law.  Such  interest  is  assignable  with 
tlie  road,  by  the  company,  and  the  purchaser  will  succeed  to  the 
right  thereof  unimpaired,  whether  the  sale  be  made  by  volun- 
tary act  of  the  company,  or  be  enforced  by  legal  authority  of 
the  government  for  the  collection  of  indebtedness  due  to  the 
state.' 

Stocks  in  a  railroad  corporation,  in  Pennsylvania,  standing  in  a 
debtor's  name  upon  the  books  of  the  company,  may  be  proceeded 
atrainst  by  writ  of  fieri  f  acid  a  ^  under  the  act  of  29th  March, 
1819,  or  by  writ  otattaclnnent  under  the  act  of  16th   of  June, 

*  Oakland  Railway  Co.  p.  Keenan,  Co.  v,  Colwell,  3  Wright  (39  Penn.8t.)t 
56  Penn.  St.  198.  337  j   Shamokin  Valley  R.  R.  Co.  p, 

'  Oakland  Railway  Co.  v.   Keenan,  Liverraore,  11  Wright  (47  Penn.  St.), 

56  Penn.  St.  198.  465. 

'  Oakland     Railway    Company   v,  •  Noble  et  aX,  r.  The  State  of  Ala., 

Keenan,  56  Penn.  St.  198, 203.  43  Geo.  466. 

*  Oakland  Railway  Co.  r.  Keenan,  ^  Junction  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rujjrrfes,  7 
56  Penn.  St.  198,  203.  Ohio  St.  1,  7;  Hatch  p.  Cin.  &  Ind.  B. 

*  Oakland  Railway  Co.  v.  Keenan,  R.  Co.,  18  Ohio  St.  92. 
56  Penn.  St.  198,  203;  Plymouth  R.R. 
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1856,  at  the  election  of  the  creditor,  and  in  such  procedure  sub- 
jected to  execution  sale,  if  no  other  owner,  or  valid  objection  to 
such  proceeding,  be  shown.*  If  a  party  other  than  the  apparent 
owner  of  record  on  the  company's  books  claim  to  be  the  owner 
thereof,  such  complainant  may  intervene  in  the  proceedings  to 
assert  his  ownership  and  protect  his  rights,  if  any  he  has.' 

If  there  be  reason  to  apprehend  a  lien  of  the  company  or  of 
others  upon  the  stocks,  then  the  safer  proceeding  of  the  two  is 
by  attachment,  in  which  proceeding  tlie  liability  of  the  stocks 
may  be  settled  before  sale,  and  thereby  subsequent  litigation 
be  avoided.  This  suggestion  comes  from  the  court  more  imme- 
diately in  view  of  the  statutory  lien  of  banking  corporations  in 
certain  cases,  but  is  equally  applicable  in  such  a  proceeding 
where  a  lien  of  any  kind  may  be  supposed  to  exist  upon  the 
stocks  sought  to  be  levied  upon  and  sold.' 

Capital  stock  of  a  railroad  company  in  Vermont  is  by  statute 
subject  to  execution  levy  and  sale  for  the  corporate  debts  of  the 
company;  and  when  so  levied  upon  and  sold  is  again  liable,  not 
only  for  subsequent,  but  also  for  existing,  debts  of  the  company 
in  the  hands  of  such  purchaser,  and  so  on  indefinitely,  upon  the 
principle  that  each  purchaser  in  turn  becomes  a  stockholder  and 
corporator  in  the  company,  and  all  the  stock  of  all  persons  bear- 
in^r  that  relation  to  the  debtor  is  liable  to  execution  sale  for  the 
debts  of  the  corporation.     The  statute  makes  no  distinction.* 

3.  Judicial  sales. — Judicial  sales,  as  contra-distinguished 
from  execution  sales,  which  are  ordinarily  on  a  judgment  and  ex- 
ecution at  law,  are  sales  made  in  equity,  by  the  order  and  decree 
of  the  chancellor,  or  judge  exercising  chancery  powers.    In  these 


'  Weaver  v    Huntingdon  &  B.  T. 
M.  R.  R.  &  C.  Co.,  50  Penn.  St.  314. 

*  Wearer  v,   Huntingdon  &  B.  T. 
M.  R.  R.  &  C.  Co.,  50  Penn.  St.  314. 

'In  the  consideration  of  this  case, 
the  court  advert  to  Lex  v.  Patten,  16 
Penn.  St.  (4  Harris),  295,  and  say  that 
it  goes  no  further  than  to  hold  that 
stock  may  be  sold  under  the  act  of 
29th  March,  1819,  and  does  not  de- 
cide that  stock  held  by  the  defendant 
in  his  own  name,  and  not  claimed  by 
another,  can  not  l)e  taken  on  execution 
under  the  34th  sec.  of  the  act  of  June 


16,  ia36. 

*  Chandler  v.  Henry,  30  Vt.  330. 
In  New  Hampshire,  locomotive  en- 
gines and  CJvrs  not  in  use  may  be  levied 
upon  and  sold  on  execution,  and  seized 
on  attachment:  Boston,  C.  &  M.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Gilmore,  37  N.  H.  410.  The 
statute  of  Kentucky  concerning  jud'- 
cial  sales  of  nulroads,  etc.,  approved 
March  7, 1876,  is  not  superseded  by 
sec.  694  of  the  civil  code  of  practice: 
Newport  &  Cincinnati  Bridge  Co.  w. 
Douglass,  12  Rush,  673,  18  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  221. 
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latter  sales  tlie  officer  or  person  selling  acts  not  by  virtue  of  Ms 
oflSoe,  if  he  be  an  officer,  but  whether  an  officer  or  a  private  per- 
son is  appointed  to  that  dnty  bj- the  court  in  the  decree,  he  acts 
by  authority  of,  and  ander  the  direction  and  supervision  of,  the 
conrt*  The  court  not  only  directs  what  he  shall  sell,  but  how 
he  shall  sell,  and  also  the  terms  of  sale;  the  particular  manner, 
and  sometimes  place,  of  selling;  the  conveyance  to  be  made  after 
the  return  of  the  sale,  and  its  approval  or  affirmance  by  the  court;' 
and  will,  if  necessary,  in  the  exercise  of  its  plenary  powers  in 
chancery,  put  the  purchaser  into  possession  of  the  premises  or 
property  sold,'  and  to  that  end  may  arrest,  fine  or  imprison, 
or  do  both,  for  the  enforcement  of  obedience  to  its  mandates.* 

Such  sales,  whether  they  be  made  by  a  marshal,  sherifl^,  or  com- 
missioner, are  always  regarded  as  under  the  control  of  the  court, 
and  subject  to  the  power  of  the  court  to  confirm  or  to  set  aside 
the  sale  for  good  cause,  or  to  open  the  sale,  and  cause  the  prop- 
erty to  be  ofiered  anew  at  any  time  before  confirmation  thereof, 
if  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  such  as  to  require  the  exercise 
of  such  a  power.*  For  though  a  bid  be  accepted,  yet  the  sale  is  not 
thereby  rendered  final,  but  must  be  reported  to  the  court  for  con- 
firmation; and  the  bidder  thereby  becomes  a  party  to  the  suit,' 
and  ma}'  appear  before  the  court  to  represent  or  defend  his  own 
interests,  and  may  be  compelled  by  the  court  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  his  bid.' 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  lay  down  this  prin- 


>  Blossom  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Wall.  196, 
207. 

2  Blossom  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Wall.  196. 
The  officer  who  is  to  make  the  sale 
should  be  named  in  the  decree ;  Waco 
Tap  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Shirley,  45  Tex.  355, 
13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  233.  In  case  of  a 
consolidated  company,  whiTe  the  com- 
panies have  mortgaged  their  roads  be- 
fore consolidation,  the  court  may  sell 
the  property  of  the  consolidated  com- 
pany as  a  whole,  and  distribute  after- 
wards: Gibert  v.  Washington  City,Va. 
Midland  &  Great  Southern  R.  R.  Co., 
83  Gratt.  586;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R. 
R.  Gas.  473. 


'  Blossom  9.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

*  Blossom  V,  R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

» Blossom  f?.  R.  R.  Co  .  3  Wall.  196. 
207;  The  Covington  &  Lexington  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Bowler's  heirs,  9  Bush,  468. 

•  Minnesota  Co.  «.  St.  Paul  Co.,  2 
Wall.  609,  634;  Blossom  v,  R.  R.  Co., 
3  Wall.  196,  207;  Delaplaine  p.  Law- 
rence, 10  Paige,  602;  Covington  & 
Lexington  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bowler's  heirs, 
9  Bash,  468. 

T  Blossom  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Wall.  196, 
207;  Smith  t>.  Arnold,  5  Mason  C.  C. 
R.,  420;  Covington  &  Lexington  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Bowler's  heirs,  9  Bush,  468. 
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ciple  (Miller,  Justice)  as  follows:*  "  In  the  case  of  Blossom  v. 
Milwaukie  <£  Chicago  Railroad  Company^  this  matter  wus 
fully  discussed,  and  it  was  there  held,  that  a  purchaser  or  bid- 
der at  a  master's  sale,  subjected  himself  quoad  hoc  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  and  became  so  far  a  party  to  the  suit  by  the 
mere  act  of  making  a  bid,  that  he  could  appeal  from  any  subse- 
quent order  of  the  court  affecting  his  interest."  And  to  the  same 
point  see,  also,  the  very  late  case  of  The  Covington  &  Lexing- 
ton Railroad  Company  v.  Bowler's  heirs  et  al,  9  Bush  (Ky.),  468. 

The  officer  or  other  person  authorized  to  conduct  a  judicial 
sale  has  a  discretionary  power  of  adjournment,  subject,  however, 
to  the  superior  control  of  the  court;'  and  an  unaccepted  bid  at 
such  a  sale  will  not  prevent  the  exercise  of  such  a  power,  if  fair  in 
other  respects,  and  it  be  done  from  proper  motives.'  If,  after 
such  bid  in  a  mortgage  foreclosure,  the  sale  be  adjourned,  atid 
before  the  sale  is  resumed  or  perfected  the  debtor  pay,  off  the 
debt  and  costs,  the  person  making  the  unaccepted  bid  has  no 
claim  to  enforce  the  same,  and  the  decree  will  be  satisfied.^  A 
mere  bid  at  a  judicial  sale,  until  accepted  by  the  master  or  per- 
son selling,  and  confirmed  by  the  court,  confers  no  rights  upon 
the  bidder  which  he  can.  judicially  enforce.' 

A  judicial  sale  of  a  railroad  and  its  franchises  under  a  mortgage 
foreclosure  and  decree,  made  honajide^  carries  to  the  purchasers, 
fi'ee  from  liability  for  debts  of  the  debtor  corporation,  all  the  as- 
sets, interest  and  franchises  of  the  company,  where,  by  law  and 
the  decree  of  the  court,  the  same  may  thus  fully  pass.  And 
where  there  is,  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  a  statute  law  in  force, 
authorizing  the  purchasers  thereof  to  become  incorporated,  and 
declaring  them  such,  the  purx^hasers  become,  by  such  sale  and 
purchase,  a  new  company  and  corporation,  without  any  privity 
between  itself  and  the  prior  corporate  body  for  whose  indebted- 
ness the  road  is  tlius  sold,  and  is,  therefore,  not  liable  for  any  of 
the  old  company's  obligations  or  liabilities;  and  neither  are  tlie 
ac^ets  of  the  old  company  so  liable,  which  have  thus  become  the 
property  of  the  new  one.*  Nor  does  the  fact  that,  after  suoli  pur- 
chase honafide  made,  and  without  any  prior  understanding  in 

» Minnesota  Co.  v,  St.  Paul  Co.,  2  *  Blossom  r.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Wall.  196 

Wall.  609,  634.  *  Blossom  r.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Wall.  196. 

«BloR8omi7.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Wall.  196.  « Stewart's   Appeal,  72   Penn.  St 

•Blossom  V,  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Wall.  196.  291. 
58 
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respect  thereto,  stpckholders  of  the  old  company  thus  extin- 
guished be  allowed  to  become  stockliolders  of  the  new  one,  with- 
out making  any  payment  for  the  stock  obtained  by  them,  by  an 
arrangement  between  themselves  and  the  new  company,  made 
and  having  its  inception  sobeequent  to  the  purchase  at  such  judi- 
cial sale,  but  before  the  actual  organization  of  the  new  corpora- 
tion, invalidate  sucli  sale.  There  being  no  privity  between  the 
two  corporations,  and  the  latter  not  being  the  snccessor  of  the 
former,  but  a  new  one,  taking  its  franchises  and  effects  by  judi- 
cial and  adversary  proceedings,  and  in  nowise  by  collusion  or 
contract  with  such  stockholders,  it  takes  the  property  and  fran- 
chises in  its  own  right,  free  from  liability  for  debts  of  the  for- 
mer corporation.*  But  wliere  the  sale,  though  partaking  of  the 
formalities  and  semblance  of  a  judicial  adversary  sale,  is  made, 
and  tlie  proceedings  had,  to  carry  out  a  prior  arrangement  be- 
tween the  intended  purchasers  and  the  stockholders  of  the  debtor 
corporation,  with  intent,  by  fraud  and  collusion,  to  thus  cut  off 
the  claims  of  the  other  creditoi's,  and  to  let  in  the  old  stockhold- 
ers to  the  benefits  of  the  purchase,  as  stockholders  free  of  cost 
in  the  new  company,  thereby  giving  to  such  stockholders  of  tlie 
extinct  corporation  priority,  in  effect,  in  the  assets  of  the  old 
corporation,  when  in  equity  tliey  slionld  be  postponed  to  the 
creditors'  rights — in  such  case  equity  holds  the  transaction,  in  ' 
regard  to  the  stockholders,  fraudulent  and  void,  and  gives  the 
creditors  the  benefit  of  the  interest  thus  fraudulently  diverted 
to  the  stockholders." 

A  sale  of  a  railroad,  in  the  course  of  judicial  proceedings  and 
the  foreclosui'e  of  a  mortgage  on  the  road,  with  its  "corporate 
franchises  and  appurtenances,"  and  certain  real  estate  by  descrip- 
tion, carries  with  it  only  such  other  real  property  or  interests 

^  Stewart's  Appeal » 72  Penn.  St.  291.  of,  fraud,  that  should  cast  the  entts 

Not  80,  however,  if  there  be  evidence  ^  on  to  the  party  thus  acting  to  show 

oftraudorcollusion  between  the  stock-  the  purity  of  the  transaction.    The 

holders  thus  admitted  to  the  new  oi'-  manner  who  wrecks  bis    own   ship, 

^anization  and  the  purchaser  at  such  however   innooently,  should    not   be 

judicial  sale:  i6.,  and  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  permitted    to    participate    with    the 

P.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Howard,  7  Wall.  392.  wreckers  in  the  spoils.    The  policy  of 

But,  to  our  mind,  the  very  fact  of  ad-  the  law  forbids  it. 

nvssiou  to  stockholdei-ship  by  the  new  'Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R,  Co.  •• 

company,  ifraluitously,  raises  the  pre-  Howaxd,  7  Wall.  392. 
sumption  of,  or  is,  at  least,  a  badge 


JUDICIAL  AND   EXECUTION  SALES   OF   RAILROADS.  915 


( 


therein  as  are  appurtenant  to  the  road, and  as  are  essential  to  the 
etijoj'meut  of  the  franchise,  as  by  union  and  identity  therewith.' 
Grounds  that  are  merely  in  some  manner  servient  to  the  road, 
do  not  come  within  or  pass  by  the  description  of  "corporate 
franchises  and  appurtenances." '  The  qnestion  here  arose  in  an 
action  of  ejectment,  wherein  the  adverse  parties  were  the  pur- 
chasers under  the  mortgage  foreclosure  and  sale,  and  a  purchaser 
uuder  an  execution  issued  on  a  judgment  rendered  against  the 
mortgagor.  The  proceedings  under  which  both  parties  respect- 
ively derived  title,  were  at  law — the  mortgage  foreclosure  being 
by  scire  facias  under  the  statute,  and  a  sale  thereon  by  the  sheriff, 
and  the  other  proceeding  l^ing  by  an  ordinary  judgment,  and  an 
execution  sale  thereon  by  the  sheriff;  neither  party,  or  those  un- 
der whose  rights  they  claimed,  being  made  adverse  parties  to  the 
respective  proceedings  which  eventuated  in  the  respective  sales. 
Thus  both  parties  in  the  action  of  ejectment  traced  the  eource 
of  their  titles  to  the  mortgao:or.  Therefore  the  case  turned  on 
the  rights  of  the  mortgagee,  as  to  whether  the  lota  in  question 
passed  under  the  descri})tion,  *'  corporate  franchises  and  appur- 
tenances.'' The  court  held  that  these  terms  did  not  pass  the  lots 
up.der  the  mortgage  and  sale,  per  se;  and  as  to  the  fact  of  their 
actual  use  and  occupancy  for  railroad  purposes  as  necessary  to 
the  franchise,  that  was  rightly  referred  to  the  jury,  as  a  question 
of  fact  for  them  to  settle.  The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiffs  (who 
made  title  under  the  ordinary  judgment)  as  to  all  the  pro})erty 
except  "that  part  of  the  lots  already  used  for  railroad  tracks, 
makin<r  the  southern  break  of  said  road  embankment  the  line" 
between  the  parties.  Thus,  in  the  language  of  the  supreme 
cx)urt,  who  affirmed  the  judgment,  "the  finding  of  the  jury  sep- 
arated the  part  actually  used  for  the  track  of  the  road,  and  left 
it  in  possession  of  the  defendants  below."  ' 

The  purchasers  of  tlie  property  and  franchises  of  a  railroad  cor- 
poration at  a  mortgage  sale,  who  are  a  corporation  in  law,  pos- 
sessed of  all  the  powers  and  of  the  name  of  the  debtor  corpora- 
tion, by  virtlie  of  a  statutory  provision  to  that  effect,  are  never- 
theless a  distinct  and  separate  corporate  body  from  the  debtor 
corporation,  and  are  in  no  sense  liable  for  any  debts  of  the  lat- 

'ShamokinValley  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Liv-      erraore,  47  Penn.   St.   (11  Wright), 
ennore,  47  Penn.  St.  (11  Wright),  465.      465. 
» Shamokin  Valley  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Liv-         »  47  Penn.  St.  465, 475. 
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ter,  any  further  than  by  agreement*  But  there  may  be  a  valid 
agreement  between  the  stockholders  and  unsecured  creditors, 
after  a  judicial  sale  of  the  road,  that  a  reorganization  be  so  made 
that  the  stockholders  and  unsecured  creditors  of  the  old  shall 
became  stockholders  in  the  new  corporation.*  Such  mortgage 
sale,  except  so  far  us  saved  by  agreement,  or  the  terms  thereof, 
cnts  off  all  the  rights  of  the  old  company,  and  the  reorganiza- 
tion, so  called,  is  entirely  a  new  company.* 

Where  the  equitable  interest  of  a  railroad  company,  held  by  it 
under  a  contract  of  purchase,  is  divested  out  of  the  company  by 
a  judicial  or  execution  sale  for  the  pnrcliase  money,  and  a  por- 
tion thereof  h  occupied  by  the  road-bed,  track,  and  other  pos- 
sessions of  the  company,  and  the  purchaser  has  prosecuted  an 
action  of  ejectment  to  judgment,  proceedings  on  such  judgment 
will  1^  stayed  Ibr  a  reasonable  time  to  enable  the  company  to 
protect  the  road  and  its  accessories  on  the  land  by  assessment, 
condemnation,  and  payment  therefor,  under  the  statute,  of  the 
quantity  allowed  by  law  to  be  taken  by  the  right  of  eminent 
domain/ 

By  a  judicial  sale^f  a  railroad  and  its  franchises,  upon  a  decree 
foreclosing  a  mortgage  lien  of  the  state,  and  a  purchase  thereof 
by  the  state  upon  such  sale,  both  the  lien  and  the  corporation  are 
extinguished.  Such  sale  destroys  the  obj/Qcts  for  which  the  cor- 
poration was  created,  and  the  charter  franchise  is  reinvested  in 
the  state,  from  whence^  it  emanated.*  And  being  so  reinvested 
in  the  state,  where  the  state  thus  becomes  the  purchaser  of  a 
railroad,  with  its  francliises  and  property  rights  and  interests, 
under  a  trust  sale,  the  state  may  by  law  re-grant  the  same,  to  the 
full  extent  pnrchased  and  held,  to  the  same  or  to  some  other  cor- 
porate body.'  When  tlws  re-granted  to  a  different  corporate 
body,  such  grantee  holds  it  free  from  former  liabilities,  and  the 
legislative  act  re-granting  the  same,  with  all  the  rights  of  the 
former  corporate  owner,  does  not  operate  to  revive,  reinstate  or 

ft 

'Vilas  V,  The  Mil.  &  Prairie  du  *  Pittsburg    &   Steuben  ville  R.  R. 

Chien  Ry.  Co.,  17  Wis.  497;    Smith  Co.  and  others  v.  Jones  and  others, 

V.  Chicago  &   N.  Western  Ry.  Co.,  59  Penn.  St.  4:33. 

18  Wis.  17.  •  Moore  and  others  v.  Whitcomb, 

2  Smith  V,  The  Chicago*  North-  48  Mo.  543. 

western  Ry.  Co.,  18  Wis.  17.  •  Hujff  v.  The  Winona  &  St.  Peter  R. 

8  Smith  V,  The  Chicago  &  North-  R.  Co.,  11  Minn.  180;  Hilbert  t-.Same, 

western  Ry.  Co.,  18  Wis.  17,  22.  11  Minn.  246. 
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continue  the  former  corporation  in  tlie  new  one  thus  becoming 
tlie  owner  of  the  road;  and  such  new  corporation  is  not  liable  for 
any  of  the  old  corporation's  debts.' 

The  sale  of  a  railroad  under  a  mortgage  and  judicial  fore- 
closure, will  not  invest  the  purchaser  with  the  unpaid-for  right 
of  way  occupied  by  the  debtor  railroad  company  as  a  right  of 
way  for  its  road,  where  such  occupancy  is  witliout  any  act  of  the 
landowner  postponing  his  right  to  compensation.  Such  land- 
owner, having  never  parted  with  his  right,  or  ever  been  com- 
pensated therefor,  or  ever  consented  to  forego  the  same,  stands 
on  the  higher  fundamental  right  of  property,  that  it  shall  not  be 
taken  or  used  by  any  one  without  just  compensation  therefor; 
and  as  such  right  is  a  constitutional  one,  and  not  to  be  frittered 
away  by  mere  refinements  of  law,  it  follows  that  the  escape  of 
the  original  taker  from  payment  will  not  invest  his  successor 
with  a  similar  right  and  perpeMial  immunity',  whete  no  conduct 
of  the  landowner  is  shown  to  estop  him  from  enforcing  pay- 
ment under  the  law.' 

Nor  will  sucli  sales  carry  to  the  purchaser  an  exemption  from 
taxation  enjoyed  by  the  debtor  corporation  under  the  law.  The 
exemption  is  not  property,  or  a  franchise  capable  of  being  sold, 
but  is  a  mere  personal  privilege  granted  to  the  corporation,  and 
does  not  become  an  attribute  of  the  road,  franchise  and  prop- 
erty of  the  company.  It  is  not  as  if  the  property  itself  was 
exempted.' 

Sales  of' railroads  in  Louisiana  for  a  mortgage  debt,  made  un- 
der judicial  seizure  and  order  of  court,  when  only  a  part  of  the 
mortgage  debt  is  matured — as  coupon  warrants,  for  instance — 
are  made  for  the  whole  debt^and  of  the  whole  road.*  So  much  of 
the  purchase  money  as  will  discharge  the  costs  and  all  over-due 
coupons  or  installments,  whether  held  by  the  seizing  creditor  or 
by  others,  is  to  be  paid  in  cash,  not  to  exceed,  however,  the 
amount  of  the  bid.'     If  the  amount  be  less  than  the  whole  of 

*Hnff  V.  The  Winona  &  St.  Peter  •Morgan  t>.  The  State  of  Louisiana, 

R.  R.  Co.,  11  Minn.  180;  Hilbert  r.  8  Otto  (93  U.  S.  Sup.  Ct.),  217. 

Same,  11  Minn.  246.  *  Branner^f  al.  v.  Hardy,  Sheriff,  et 

'  Western  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  John-  al.y  18  La.  An.  537;  Gordon  et  al,  v. 

ston,  and  Same  r.  Stewart,  59  Penn.  The  Vicksburi?,  Shreveport  &  Texas  R. 

St.  290;  Drury  r.  Midland  R.  R.  Co.,  R.  Co. — opposition  of  Branner  etal.. 

127  Mass.  'ill;  Oilman  v.  Sheboygan  18  La.  An.  550. 

&  Fond  du  Lac  R.  R.  Co.,  40  Wis.  653.  Hbid. 
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Bnch  overdue  liabilities  of  the  mortgaire,  its  application  will  be 
pro  rated  between  the  holders  of  snch  liabilities.  If  the  amount 
of  the  bid  be  niori)  than  the  ag,2jre«^atc  of  the  over-due  conpons 
or  installments,  the  overplus  or  surplus  becomes  payable  at  the 
same  time  of  the  maturing  of  the  then  unmatured  portion  of  the 
mortgage,  and  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  purchaser,  who  be- 
comes liable  and  bound  to  discharge  such  subsequently  ma- 
turing payments,  not  to  exceed  in  amount  the  amount  of  his 
bid:  and  the  mortgage  itself  remains  in  force,  and  continues  to 
subsist  as  a  h'en  against  the  road  in  his  hands  to  secure  such  sub- 
sequent payments,  instead  of  being  extinguished  by  the  decree 
and  sale.*  Thus  tlie  railroad  finds  a  new  owner,  and  the  credit- 
ors a  new  debtor,  in  the  person  of  the  purchaser.  In  case  the 
purchaser  fail  to  meet  the  cash  payment,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  payable  to  the  officer,  the  latter  may  re-sell  the  prop- 
erty on  the  same  day.^ 

In  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  a  sale,  judicially  made, 
of  the  franchises  and  property  of  a  railroad,  none  can  be  let  in 
for  a  share  thereof  except  those  designated  as  the  recipients  in 
the  decree  of  sale.'  And  although  there  be  bondholders  who 
are  deferred  as  to  payment,  and  who  were  not  personally  made 
defendatits  to  the  proceedings  in  a  mortgage  foreclosure,  yet 
they  are  regarded  as  legally  in  court  where  tlieir  mortgage  trus- 
tee is  made  a  defendant,  and  are  bound  by  the  proceedings.* 
If  there  be  any  fraud  or  collusion  between  the  plaintiff  in  the 
proceeding  and  their  trustee,  their  remedy  is  against  the  trustee 
for  his  injurious  conduct,  or  else  to  apply  to  the  court  to  vacate 
the  decree  for  fraud;*  and  they  will  in  such  case  no  doubt 
have  a  right  to  pursue  both.  The  relief  obtained  by  opening  the 
decree  will  not  cut  off  the  right  of  action  against  the  trustees 
lor  unfaithfulness. 

Though  a  judicial  sale  relates  back  to  the  inception  of  the 
lien  of  record,  as,  when  the  decree  and  sale  is  in  a  proceeding  for 


*  Branner  ei  a\.  v.  Hardy,  Sheriff,  et 
al.,  18  La.  An.  537;  Gordon  et  al.  v. 
The  Vicksburg,  Shreveport  &  Texas 
R.  R.  Co. — opposition  of  Branner  ei 
al.y  18  La.  An.  550. 

^  Branner  et  al.  v.  Hardy,  Sheriff,  et 
al.y  18  La.  An.  537;  Gordon  et  al.  v. 
The  Vicksburg,  Shreveport  &  Texas  R. 


R./Co. — opposition  of  Branner  et  al.^ 
18  La.  An.  550. 

"McElrath  v.  Pittsburgh  Steuben- 
ville  R.  R.  Co.,  68  Penn.  St.  37. 

*  McElrath  v.  Pittsburg  &  Steaben- 
villo  R.  R.  Co.,  68  Penn.  St.  37. 

*  McElrath  v.  Pittsburg  &  Steubcn- 
ville  R.  R.  Co.,  68  Penn.  St.  37. 
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the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage,  the  sale  bears  relation  to  the  date 
of  recording  the  mortgage,  cutting  off  all  intervening  ordinary 
liens,  yet  it  does  not  destroy  or  take  precedence  of  a  lien  for 
taxes.  Tlie  latter  does  not  stand  upon  the  footing  of  an  ordi- 
nary incumbrance,  and  is  not  displaced  by  a  sale  under  a  pre- 
existing judgment  or  decree,  unless  it  be  otherwise  provided  by 
statute;  lor  the  claim  for  taxes  attaches  to  the  res^  without  regard 
to  the  ownership  thereof,  as  against  everybody,  and  all  liens  or 
claims.  One  taking  a  mortgage,  judgment  or  other  lien,  takes, 
as  one  in  buying  property  takes  it,  subject  to  all  subsequent 
taxes.*  But  if  it  were  otherwise  in  respect  to  such  priority,  yet 
a  purchaser  at  such  judicial  sale  would  have  no  relief  against  the 
taxes,  for  the  rule  of  caveat  emptor  applies  to  all  such  sales. 
The  buyer  takes  but  what  ho  gets,  and  would  have  no  equity  to 
be  indemnified  for  tax  liens,  nor  to  be  allowed  to  apply  enough 
of  the  purchase  money  to  discharge  the  same." 

Nor  is  the  effect  of  that  relation  such  as  to  give  the  purchaser 
aright  to  the  benefits,  rents  or  fruits  of  the  property  purcliased, 
accruing  during  the  interim  between  the  day  of  sale  and  the  day 
of  perfecting  the  same  by  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money, 
and  the  making  of  the  conveyance  and  final  order  of  confirma- 
tion. During  this  interval  the  ownership  of  the  property  is  not 
changed.'  But,  as  is  before  shown,  when  the  sale  is  completed 
by  all  these  formalities  and  substantial,  the  title  then,  as  against 
intervening  claims  of  title,  relates  back,  not  only  to  the  day  of 
sale,  but  if  sold  in  satisfaction  of  a  lien,  reaches  back  in  its  rela- 
tion to  the  very  inception  of  record  of  that  lien.* 

4.  Fraudnlent  and  void  Judicial  and  ezecntlon  tales. — 
Fraud  vitiates  every  transaction  into  which  it  enters,  and  ren- 
ders contracts  of  bargain  and  sale  void,  or  else  voiduble,  whether 
the  same  be  made  and  covered  over  under  the  semblance  of  sales 
at  law  or  in  equity.* 

Therefore  a  fraudulent  judicial  sale  of  a  railroad  is   not   only 

'Oaterbcrflr  v.  The  Union  Trust  Co.,  *Rorer  on  Judicial  and  Ex.  Sales, 

8  Otto  (93  U.  S.  Sup.  Ct.),  424,  428.  Sec.  809. 

'Osterberg  t.  The  Union  Trust  Co.,  '  Sampeyreac  v.  The  United  States, 

3  Otto,  424,  428.  7  Pet.  222;    United    States   v.    The 

•Osterbergr.  The  Union  Trust  Co.,  Amistad,  15  Pet.  618;  Cheongwo  r. 

8  Otto  (93  U.  S.  Sup.  Ct.),  424,  429;  Jones,  3  Wash.  C.  C.  R.,  359;  Bell  v. 

Borer  on  Jud.  and  £l.  Sales,  Sec.  134.  Kimmo,  5  McLean,  C.  C.  R.,  109. 
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void,  but  can  not  be  legalized  and  confirmed  by  legislative  enact- 
ment. The  exercise  of  such  power  is  not  only  unconstitutional, 
but  is  extra  legislative  and  void,  and  will  be  disregarded  by  the 
judicial  department  of  the  government,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
legitimate  function  of  tlie  latter  of  declaring  snch  sales  void.* 
Such  sales  will  not  only  be  set  aside  for  fraud,  but  relief  will  be 
given  by  coercing  a  restoration  of  the  property.'  And  a  combina- 
tion of  stockholders  or  officers  of  a  railroad  corporation,  to  have 
sold,  and  to  buy  in  at  such  judicial  sale,  under  semblance  of  law, 
a  railroad  at  a  reduced  price  (or  indeed  at  any  price),  is  fraudu- 
lent, and  will  be  ground  f<pr  setting  aside  the  sale  and  for  relief, 
if  a  sale  be  accordingly  efiected,  and  result  in  a  purchase  by 
them.'  They  can  not  buy  or  deal  in  the  matter  of  their  trust, 
nor  both  buv  and  sell.* 

And  so  a  judicial  sale  of  a  railroad,  under  a  decree  of  foreclos- 
ure of  a  mortgage,  made  upon  a  notice  representing  the  amount 
duci^reatly  in  excess  of  the  real  indebtedness,  and  calculated  in 
its  character  to  deter  persons  from  bidding,  and  to  prevent  fair 
competition  at  the  sale,  and  where  the  sale  itself  is  conducted  by 
the  mortgagee  as  auctioneer,  who  bids  in  the  property  for  certain 
of  the  bondholders  and  directors  who  were  instrumental  in 
making  the  mortgage,  is  grossly  fraudulent,  and  will  be  set 
aside  as  such.* '  Such  sale  will  not  only  be  vacated  in  equity,  but 
the  purchasers  and  company  formed  under  the  sale  will  be  per- 
petually enjoined  from  setting  up  any  claim  or  title  under  the 
same;  the  mortgage  will  be  ordered  to  remain  as  security  for  the 
bonds  in  the  hands  of  ionafide  holders;  and  the  judgment  cred- 
itors prosecuting  the  proceeding,  to  void  the  sale,  will  be  permit- 
ted to  enforce  their  claim  against  the  company,  subject  to  prior 
liens  and  incumbrances.' 

And  so  a  judicial  sale  of  a  railroad  or  its  material,  brought 
about  by  fraud  and  collusion  of  the  directors  with  the  purchasers 

» White  Mountains    R.   R.   Co.  v.  50  N.  Hamp.  50. 

Whit«  Mountains  (N.  H.)  R.  R.  Co..  *  Fisher  v.  Concord  R.  R.  Co.,  50  N. 

50  N.  Hamp.  50;  S.  C.   1  Am.  R.  R.  Harap.  200;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  R.  Reps. 

Repts.  146.  230,  231. 

*  White    Mountains  R.   R.  Co.  v.  *  James   r.  Milw.  k  Minn.  R.  R. 

White  Mountains  (N.  H.)  R.  R.  Co.,  Co..  6  Wall.  752. 

50  N.  Hamp,  50.  •James  v.  Milw.  &  Minn.  R.  R. 

>  White  Mountains    R.    R.   Co.  v.  Co.,  6  Wall.  752. 
White  Mountains   (N,  H.)  R.  R.  Co., 
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tliereat,  will  be  treated  as  fraudulent  and  void,  and  will  be  set 
a-side  in  equity,  and  the  purchaser  will  be  treated  as  a  trustee,  to 
the  full  value  of  the  property  received  and  interest  thereon,  for 
the  benefit  of  bona  fide  creditors  and  othera  interested  in  the 
road.*  It  is  the  duty  of  the  directors,  irrespective  of  any  separate 
interests  of  themselves,  to  administer  the  trust  committed  to  their 
charge  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  all  persons  interested,  and  they 
can  not  secure  an  advanta^jeto  themselves  which  is  not  common 
to  all  others,  without  committing  a  breach  of  trust  and  a  fraud.' 

And  a  supposed  judicial  sale  of  railroad  stocks  under  a  decree 
of  a80;called  Confederate  court  of  the  Confederate  States  govern- 
ment, is  void  for  illegality  and  want  of  authority  in  the  supposed 
court;  and  the  purchaser,  as  in  all  other  cases  under  orders  or 
decrees  of  courts  having  no  authority  to  act,  or  no  power  to 
exercise  jurisdiction,  takes  no  title.'  Such  Confederate  tribunal 
being  the  creature  of  an  organization  gotten  up  to  resist  and 
destroy  the  legitimate  national  government  in  certain  states 
thereof,  its  acts  are  illegal  and  void,  and  it  is  powerless  to  confer 
title  by  its  decrees,  or  sales  made  in  pursuance  thereof.* 

The  sale  of  that  which  is  not  ordered  to  be  sold,  or  if  ordered, 
has  not  been  advertised,  where  a  sale  is  being  made  under  a 
mortgage  foreclosure  and  decree,  is  void,  although  the  property 
thus  sold  without  being  included  in  the  order  of  sale,  or  if  so 
included  yet  be  not  advertised,  be  included  in  the  mortgage. 
The  sale  is  not  made  by  virtue  of  the  mortgage,  but  in  virtue  of 
the  decree.  If  made  without  an  order  of  sale  it  is  void;  and  if 
the  property  is  ordered  to  be  sold,  and  yet  be  sold  without 
notice,  the  sale  is  not  only  void,  but  is  fraudulent  in  law,  and 
will  be  accounted  void.* 

5.  Sales  for  Taxes. — The  courts  of  some  of  the  states  hold 
that  rolling  stock  of  railroad  companies  may  be  seized  and  sold 

»  Druiy  t».  Cross,  7  Wall.  299;  Cov-  row's  Corp.  Cases,  299. 

ington  &  Lexington  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Bow-  *  Central  R.  R.  and  Banking:  Co.  v, 

let's  heirs  and  others,  9  Bush  (Ky.),  Ward,   37  Geo.  515;    S.  C.  1  With- 

468.  row's  Corp.  Cases,  299. 

*  Drary  v.  Cross,  7  Wall.  299;  Cov-  *  Osterberg  ».  The  Union  Trust  Co., 

ington  &  Lexington  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bow-  3  Otto  (93  U.  S.  Sup.  Ct.),  424,  429; 

let's  heirs,  9  Bush  (Ky.),  46S.  Porer  on  Jud.  and  Ex.  Sales,  Sec.  477, 

» Central  R.  R.  and  Banking  Co.  r.  480. 
Ward,  37  (ieo.  515;'  S.  C.  1  With- 
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by  the  tax  gatherer  for  taxes;*  and  this,  too,  though  siihject  to, 
or  covered  Ity,  a  deed  or  deeds  of  mortgage.'  In  the  latter  prin- 
ciple there  is  nothing  novel  or  questionable.  All  property 
which  is  subject  to  taxes  may  be  sold  for  the  same,  and  the  lien 
thereof  overrides  not  only  mortgages,  but  liens  of  every  descrip- 
tion. 

6.  Seqnestration  and  sale  of  stock  by  Confederate  Courts. — 
The  sequestration  and  sale  of  capital  stock  of  a  railroad  company, 
as  belonging  to  alleged  alien  enemies,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  by  proceedings  in,  and  by  order  or  decree  of,  a  Confederate 
Court,  during  the  late  rebellion,  and  the  transfer  thereof,  by  the 
company  on  their  books,  to  the  Confederate  States  receiver, 
made  by  order  of  such  court,  confers  no  valid  title  to  such  stock, 
ai>d  the  same  will  not  defeat  the  claim  of  the  original  owner 
thereof.'  There  being  no  successful  maintenance  of  the  Con- 
federate power  and  rebellion,  it  follows  that  the  parties  prefer- 
ring the  claim  predicated  upon  such  proceedings,  "derive  their 
title  to  the  railroad  stock  under  proceedings  of  an  unauthorized 
and  unrecognized  organization,"  which  having  "failed,  and 
ceased  to  exist,"  "their  title  thereto,  being  so  derived,  failed 
with  it."* 

7.  Redemption  from  mortgage  and  ezecntion  sales. — Whether 
the  sale  of  a  railroad  be  made  upon  an  ordinary  execution  on  a 
judgment  at  law,  where  such  sales  are  allowed  by  statute,  or 
upon  special  execution  in  cases  of  mortgage  foreclosure,  or  upon 
judicial  order  or  decree  in  equity  foreclosures — in  either  case  the 
local  or  statutory  law  of  the  state  on  the  subject  of  redemption, 
if  there  were  such  at  the  time  of  contracting  the  liability  on 
which  the  judgment  or  decree  is  predicated,  having  entered  into 
and  become  a  part  of  the  contract,  will  govern  as  to  the  right  of 
the  defendant  debtor  or  mortgagor  to  redeem  from  such  sales, 
or  such  of  them  as  shall  occur  in  cases  coming  within  the  pur- 
view  thereof.  If  redemption  be  thereby  allowed  from  sales  on 
ordinary  execution — sales  of  real  property — then  redemption 
will  be  allowable  from  such  sales  of  railroads.  If  redemption 
be  allowed  from  sales  of  realty  made  on  special  execution,  then 

*  Randall,  Exr.,  v.  Elwell  a'  d  an-  *  Central  R.  R.  and  Banking  Co.  v. 
other,  52  N.  Y.  521.  Wai-d  and  others,  37  Geo.  515. 

^Randall,  Exr.,  v,  Elwell  and  an-  ^Central  II.  R.  and  Banking  Co. 
other,  52  N.  Y.  521.  t.  Ward,  87  Geo.  515. 
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from  sales  of  railroads  made  on  special  execution  redemption 
will  be  allowed.  And  if  reden\ption  be  allowed  from  sales  of 
real  property  (or  expressly  of  railroads)  made  upon  decrees  of 
foreclosure  of  mortgages,  either  upon  the  decree  itself  or  upon 
special  writs  of  execution  issued  thereon,  then  redemption  will 
be  allowed  from  sales  of  railroads  made  upon  such  special  exe- 
cutions or  decrees;*  for  they  are  regarded  as  real  property.' 
And  this  right  of  redemption,  existing  in  virtue  of,  and  as  part 
Of,  the  contract,  is  a  law  of  right,  as  well  as  of  practice,  and  will 
;::overn,  in  such  cases,  as  well  in  the  national  as  in  the  state 
courts.' 

But  where  the  sale  is  of  a  road  partly  situated  in  two  different 
states,  redemption  would  seem  to  be  impracticable,  where  the 
road  is  sold  as  an  entirety,  and  the  laws  of  the  different  states 
are  not  the  same. 

It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  a  decree  and  sale  are  void 
for  the  reason  that  no  provision  is  made  therein  for  redemption 
as  allowed  by  statute,  although  a  deed  be  made,  instead  of  giving 
a  certificate  of  redemption,  and  the  same  be  confirmed ;  for  while, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  proceeding  is  of  no  force  to  prevent  a  party 
from  redeeming  who  has  the  right  to  do  so,  yet  if  he  do  not  ex- 
ercise or  assert  that  right  within  the  time  limited,  he  by  such 
omission  loses  the  same,  and  the  sale  is  thereby  aflirmed  or 
affirm  able,  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  expressly  made  subject  to 
redemption,  and  the  party  declined  or  omitted  to  redeem.* 

In  Iowa  it  is  by  statute  declared  that  the  word  "lands,"  and 
the  phrases  "real  estate"  and  "  real  property,"  include  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  and  all  rights  thereto  and  interests 
therein,  equitable  as  well  as  legal;*  that  railroad  corporations 
may  issue  bonds,  and  mortgage  their  roads;  that,  to  secure 
the  rights  of  the  mortgagees  or  parties  interested,  "the  rollin<»' 
stock  and  personal  property  of  the  company  properly  belono-ino* 

^Bronson  v,  Einzie,  1  How.  311;  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  43;  1  Wash,  on  Real 

Clark  u.  Reyburn,  8  Wall.  318;  Brine  Property,  p.  3. 

V,  Ins.  Co.,  96  U.  S.  (6 Otto),  627;  Suit-  •Brine  r.  InBurance  Co.,  96  U.  S. 

terlin  v.  Conn.  Mut.  Life  Jns.  Co.,  90  (6  Otto),  627;   U.  S.  v.  Fox,  94  U.  S 

III.  483.  315. 

•2  Blac.,   chap.    2,    17,  18;    Van  *  Snitterlin  r.  Conn.  Mut.  Life  Ins. 

Eearen  and  wife  t\  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  Co.,  90  111.  483, 

N.  J..  38  N,  J.  165;  Same  case,  13  *  Code  of  1873,  sec.  1285,  p.  235. 
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to  the  road  and  appertaining  thereto,  shall  be  deemed  a  part  of 
the  road;"  aiid  that  mortgages  shall  have  the  same  effect,  as  to 
notice  and  otherwise,  as  to  the  personal  and  real  property  cov- 
ered by  them.* 

Tiiese  enactments  not  only  recognize  the  local  strnctnre 
and  body  of  the  road  as  real  property,  but  make  the  rolling 
stock  and  necessary  movable  appliances  used  in  operating  tlie 
road,  adjuncts  thereof,  and  parcel  of  the  entirety  of  such  realty — 
60  far,  at  least,  as  regards  the  security  of  the  mortgage  indebt- 
edness.' 

Such  mortgages,  in  Iowa,  can  only  be  enforced  by  proceedings 
in  chancery;  and  after  judgment  and  decree  of  foreclosure  and 
order  of  sale,  are  to  be  satisfied  by  sale  upon  a  species  of  special 
execution.'  Such  sale  is  subject  to  redemption,  in  Iowa,  under 
tiie  statute,  if  no  appeal  has  been  taken  by  the  defendant,  and  no 
stay  of  execution  has  been  had  by  him. 

8.  Reorganization  by  purchasers. — Inasmuch  as  the  purchas- 
ers of  a  railroad,  its  property  and  proper  franchises  and  values, 
do  not  thereby  obtain  the  corporate  entity,  or  clothe  themselves 
with  the  corporate  capacity  of  the  debtor  company,  it  becomes 
necessary  for  the  purchasers  to  organize  themselves  into  a  new 
corporation,  if  they  desire  to  operate  and  hold  the  road  as  such.* 
And  such  new  c«')rporation  does  not  succeed  to  the  liabilities  of 
the  former,  for  there  is  no  privity  between  the  old  and  the  new 
corporation.'  If,  however,  there  be  prior  and  paramount  liens 
on  the  road,  overriding  that  under  which  the  purchase  is  made, 


'  Code  of  1878,  sec.  1285,  p.  235. 

'Code  of  1873,  sec.  2509,  p.  429; 
sec.  8:319,  p.  581. 

» Code  of  1873,  sec.  3012,  p.  504. 
Such  seems  to  be  the  doctrine  in  that 
state,  if  we  regard  railroad  mortgages 
as  mortgages  of  real  property. 

♦Commonwealth  p.  Tenth  Mass* 
Tmnpike  Co.,  5  Cush.  (Mass.),  509; 
Bniffett  V.  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co., 
25  ni.  353;  Atkinson  v.  Marietta  & 
Cin.  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Ohio  St.  21;  State 
r.  Rives,  5  Ired.  (N.  C),  Law,  297; 
Metz  p.  Buffalo,  Corrj  &  Pittsburg 
R.  R.  Co.,  58  N.  Y.  61. 

^Sullivan  v,  Portland  &  Kennebec 


R.  R.  Co.,  4  Otto,  806,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  181 ;  Comm.  p.  Central  Passenger 
Ry.  Co.,  52  Penn.  St.  506;  Stewart's 
Appeal,  72  Penn.  St.  291;  Vilaa  p.  MO- 
waukee  &  Prairie  duChienRy.  Co.,  17 
Wis.  497;  Smith  v,  Chicago  &  N. 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  18  Wis.  17.  By 
statute,  in  Maine,  such  corporations 
are  made  subject  to  all  existing  laws, 
notwithstanding  the  original  charter, 
and  therefore  can  not  claim  immunity 
from  taxation  contrary  to  the  existing 
laws,  even  though  covered  by  the  char- 
ter: State  V,  Maine  Central  R.  R.  Co., 
66  Me.  488,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  323. 
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then  the  purchasers  take  the  property  with  the  burden  of  such 
liens  resting  upon  it.* 

By  statute,  in  Alabama,  the  common  law  rule  is  changed,  and 
the  purchasers  of  a  railroad  are  vested  with  all  the  rights  and 
franchises  of  the  company.' 

Subscribers  to  stock  in  the  reorganized  road  can  not  avail 
themselves  of  conditioris  in  the  charter  of  the  original  road. 
Thus,  where  the  charter  provided  {or  termirii^  it  was  held  that  the 
reorganized  road,  j)urchasers  under  a  mortgage  sale,  were  under 
no  obligation  to  complete  the  whole  road,  but  only  that  portion 
inort;;aged  and  sold  to  them ;  and  such  a  subscriber  could  not 
avail  himself  of  the  failure  to  construct  the  road  required  by 
the  charter,  as  a  defense  ta  his  subscription.' 


^  Morgan  County  v.  Thomas,  76  III. 
120. 

*  Meyer  r.  Johnston,  53  Ala.  237, 15 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  467. 

•Chartiers  Ry.  Co.  v,  Hodgens,  85 
Penn.  St  501,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  526. 
Where  the  purchasers  take  subject  to 
all  liabilities  incurred  by  the  receiver, 
they  will  be  liable  therefor;  but  the 
question  of  the  receiver's  liability  for 


an  injury  during  his  receivership,  must 
first  be  settled  by  an  action  at  law,  be- 
fore a  bill  can  be  filed  against  the  pur- 
chaser: Brown  v,  Wabash  Ry.  Co.,  96 
III.  297;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
625,  626.  But  see  Farmers'  Loan  & 
Trust  Co.  V,  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Mc- 
Crary,  181;  S.  C.  7  Fed.  Repr.  537, 1 
Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  630. 
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1.  To  compel  subBoription  to  capital  stock. — In  some  in- 
stances the  writ  of  mandamus  may  be  effectually  invoked  to  com- 
pel subscription  to  capital  stock;  as  where  a  commissioner's 
court,  or  other  tribunal  or  authority,  is  required  by  law  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  capital  stock  of  a  corporation  upon  certain  condi- 
tions and  under  certain  circumstances  legally  provided  for,  and 
it  becomes  the  duty  of  such  authority  to  make  the  subscription 
on  compliance  with  the  necessary  pre-reqnisites  thereto,  then  the 
proceeding  by  mandamus  will  lie  to  compel  the  making  of  the 
subscription  contemplated  by  the  statute.* 

Where,  by  law,  a  municipal  corporation  is  allowed  to  raise 
money  by  a  special  tax  to  take  stock  in  a  railroad  company,  upon  a 
favorable  expression  or  decision  of  the  persons  owning  real  estate 
within  the  limits  of  such  municipality,  and  the  corporation  is  em- 
powered, in  such  manner  as  it  may  think  proper,  to  take  the  sense 
of  such  real  estate  owners  in  reference  thereto,  the  law  not  only 
requires,  by  a  fair  interpretation,  that  the  consent  of  a  majority 
of  such  ownevQyper  capita^  should  be  obtained,  but  requires  also 


>  Ex  parte  Selma  &  Gulf  R.  R.  Co., 
46  Ala.  230;  Napa  Valley  R.  R.  Co. 
t\  Supervisora,  30  Cal.  435;  People  r. 
Cass  Co.,  77  111.  43S;  111.  Midland 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Bamett,  85  III.  313.    But 


see  Mt.  Vernon  v,  Hovey,  52  Ind.  563; 
Jji^r  V.  Doherty,  61  Ind.  528;  Bit- 
tingrer  v.  Bell,  65  Ind.  445;  Chicajjo,  D. 
&  M.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Olmstead,  46  la.  316. 
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tliat  the  sense  of  each  owner  should  be  taken  ^^  capita^  and  in 
such  manner  as  gives  to  all  an  equal  right  and  opportunity  to  ex- 
press their  will.  Therefore,  an  election  to  determine  the  question, 
at  wh  ich  each  real  estate  owner  is  allowed  one  vote  for  the^*<?  rata 
ownersliip  of  real  estate  to  a  certain  amount  in  value — as,  for 
instance,  one  vote  for  every  hundred  dollars  worth  of  real  estate 
owned  by  such  persons  respectively — is  inoperative  and  void,  and 
60  is  tlie  tax  levied  in  pursuance  thereof.  And  this,  too,  though 
a  majority  of  all  the  persons  voting  be  in  favor  of  tlie  project,  as 
well  as  a  majority  of  the  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  values. 
Such  an  arrangement  is  not  only  unequal  in  itself,  but  tends  to 
deter  small  owners  from  voting  at  all.* 

To  maintain  against  a  county  a  proceeding  by  mandamus  to 
enforce  the  taking  of  capital  stock  in  a  railroad  corporation,  un- 
der a  statute  providing  for  the  taking  of  such  stock  if  approved 
by  a  vote  of  the  voters  of  the  county,  the  election  for  testing  the 
question  must  be  called  in  the  manner  and  by  the  authority 
designated  in  the  statute,  and  if  otherwise  brought  about,  the 
county  authorities  are  not  compellable  by  mandamus  or  other- 
wise to  make  the  subscription.  There  must  be  at  least  a  sub- 
stantial, if  hot  a  strict  and  formal,  compliance  with  the  statute.' 

And  the  repeal  of  a  statute  under  which  a  subscription  is 
made,  and  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  which  proceedings  in 
mandamus  are  pending,  defeats  the  proceedings,  if  no  interests 
or  rights  are  vested,  in  the  relator  under  such  statute.'  There- 
fore, where  an  act  of  assembly  allowing  county  authorities  to 
sqbscribe  to  capital  stock  of  a  railroad  company  is  repealed 
during  tlie  pendency  of  mandamus  proceedings  instituted    to 


'City  Council  of  Montgomery  v. 
The  State,  ex  reh  of  Dickerson  et  al.^ 
38  Ala.  162. 

'County  Court  of  Fayette  County  v. 
The  Lexington  &  Big  Sandy  R.  R.  Co., 
17  B.  Mon.  3:i5. 

'The  Coyirgton  &  Lexington  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Kenton  County  Court,  12  B. 
Mon.  144,  152.  The  United  States 
Circuit  Courts  have  power  to  issue  the 
writ  of  mandamus  in  suits  pending 
hefore  them,  to  comi>el  local  officers  to 
levy  and  collect  a  tax  for  the  payment 


of  municipal  aid  bonds  on  which  a 
judgment  has  been  recovered:  Cass 
Co.  V,  Johnston,  95  U.  S.  860;  United 
States  r.  Clark  Co.,  96  U.  S.  211;  U.  S. 
V,  City  of  New  Orleans,  9S  U.  S.  381; 
U.  S.  r.  Badger,  6  Bi*.  308;  Sibley  v. 
City  of  Mobile,  3  Woods,  635;  Brodie 
V.  McCabe,  83  Ark.  690.  But  the  writ 
will  not  be  issued  to  compel  the  doing 
of  an  act  made  unlawful  by  the  state 
laws:  Supervisors  v.  U.  S.,  18  Wall. 
71;  U.  S.  V.  Clark  Co.,  supra:  U.  S. 
V,  Macon  Co.,  99  U.  S.  582. 


928  THE   LAW  OF  RAILWAYS. 

enforce  or  compel  such  subscription,  the  power  to  subscribe  be- 
ing thereby  annulled,  the  mandamus  proceedings  are  thereby 
defeated.* 

^.  To  compel  directors  to  collect  capital  stock. — When,  by 
the  terms  of  the  charter,  the  time  of  calling  in  and  enforcing 
payment  of  capital  stock  from  stockholders  is  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  directory,  a  proceeding  by  mandamus  will  not  lie  to 
enforce  their  action  in  that  respect,' 

The  relators  in  the  case  here  cited  were  owners  of  paid-up 
stock,  which  they  had  paid  for  by  a  grant  of  the  right  of  way  for 
the  road,  and  the  substance  of  their  complaint  was  that  the  value 
of  their  shares  was  diminished  by  failure  to  pollect  in  the  capital 
subscribed;  but  the  court  held  that  the  time  of  collecting  the 
same  was  a  matter  of  discretion  in  the  directors,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  proceeding  would  not  lie.  There  were  no  allegations 
of  fraud  or  abuse  of  trust. 

3.  To  enforce  service  of  the  company  other  than  on  its 
own  line. — To  entitle  the  relators  to  the  writ  of  mandamus,  they 
must  have  either  a  common  law,  or  else  a  statutory,  right  which 
they  seek  to  enforce.' 

An  act  of  the  legislature  requiring  a  railroad  corporation  to 
perform  duties  as  carriers  beyond  the  terminus  of  its  charter 
route  or  line,  is  in  that  respect  unconstitutional  and  void;*  there- 
fore, a  writ  of  mandamus  will  not  be  awarded  to  enforce  the  per- 
formance of  such  allei^ed  duties.^  It  results  from  these  legal 
conclusions  that  a  railroad  company  can  not  be  compelled,  by 
proceedings  of  mandamus,  to  receive  grain  in  bulk  to  be  shipped 
over  its  road  to  an  elevator  or  warehouse  situate  on  a  side  track 
not  owned  or  controlled  by  it,  and  at  a  point  beyond  the  terminus 
of  its  line;'  nor  can  a  like  proceeding  be  had  to  compel  the 
company  to  procure  the  right  to  use  such  side  track.^     Nor  does 

^C.  &  L.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Kenton  Co.  Alton  R.  R.  Co..  55  III.  95. 

Ct.,  supra.  •The  People,  ex  rel.  Hempstead,  v, 

^  State  of  Louisiana,  ex  rel.  Scully  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  55  111.  95; 

and  others,  v.  Canal  and  Claiborne  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  People,  56 

Streets  R.  R.  Co.,  23  La.  An.  333.  /  111.  365. 

'  ITie  People  ex  rel.  v,  Chicago  &  '  The  People,  ex  rel.  Hempstead,  v. 

Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  55  III.  95.  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  55  111.  95; 

♦  The  People  ex  rel.  r.  Chicago  &  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  People,  56 

Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  55  III.  95.  lU.  365. 

•The  People  ex  rel.  v.  Chicago  & 
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it  alter  the  case  or  legal  result  that  the  railroad  company  has 
previously  beeu  used,  on  various  occasions,  to  deliver  freight 
cars  at  such  elevator  or  warehouse.  The  company,  acting  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  can  not  be  compelled  to  perform  acts  outside 
the  limits  of  its  charter  franchises/  !N^or  can  they,  at  common 
law,  be  compelled  to  furnish,  or  to  permit  the  erection  of,  side 
tracks,  in  connection  with  their  road,  extending  to  the  business 
places  or  grain  elevators  of  persons  which  exist  off  of  their  lines 
of  road.'  And  if  the  right  to  such  tracks  and  connection  be 
asserted  by  virtue  of  an  alleged  custom  to  that  effect  among 
railroads  of  the  vicinity,  the  custom  must  be  clearly  established, 
and  must  be  shown  to  have  been  of  such  duration  of  time  as  to 
give  it  the  force  of  law." 

4.  To  enforce  iBsnance  of  manicipal  bonds. — To  compel,  by 
mandamus,  a  municipal  corporation  to  issue  to  a  railroad  com- 
pany bonds  in  payment  for  capital  stock,  there  must  not  only 
be  legal  authority  in  the  municipality  to  issue  bonds  for 
such  purpose,  but  it  must  be  made  to  appear  that  all  the 
pre-requisites  to  the  exercise  of  such  authority  have  been  com- 
plied with,  and  that  the  steps  taken  for  such  compliance  have  also 
been  in  conformity  to  the  law  on  which  the  proceeding  for  issu- 
ing bonds  is  predicated.*  It  is  not  enoui^h  that  the  efforts  to 
comply  have  been  such,  that  if  issued,  the  bonds  will  become 
valid  under  certain  circumstances,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  hands 
of  innocent  holders;  but  a  substantial  and  fair  compliance  must 
be  shown  with  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  the  law.  Therefore, 
notwithstanding  the  payment  of  county  or  other  municipal 
bonds  given  to  a  railroad  company  in  payment  of  a  subscription 
lo  the  capital  stock  of  the  company,  will  be  enforced  in  favor  of 
innocent  holders  of  the  bonds  or  coupons  for  value,  to  whom 
they  come  as  negotiable  instruments  before  maturity,  although 


*The  People  ex  rel,  v.  Chicago  Sc 
Alton  R.  R.  Ck).,  55  111.  95. 

'Vincent  v.  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co., 
49  111.  *S3;  The  People,  ex  rel.  of  Spru- 
ance  et  aL,  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co., 
57  111.  436. 

•  The  People,  ex  rel,  of  Spruance  et 
al„  V.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  57  111. 
4:^6. 

*  County  Court  of  Macoupin  Co.  v. 
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People  ex  rel,  58  111.  191,  11  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  98;  People  ex  rel,  v.  Clitie, 
63  111.  394, 7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  373;  People 
ex  rel,  v.  Supvr.,  etc.,  of  Oldtown, 
88  111.  202,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  297. 
The  demand  for  the  isHuance  of  the 
bonds  must  be  untrammeled  by  any 
condition  that  may  make  the  refusal  a 
qualified  one:  County  Court,  etc.,  v. 
People,  supra. 


930 


THE   LAW    OP   EMLWAYS. 


the  vote  of  the  people  required  by  law  to  authorize  the  issnirig 
of  the  bonds  has  never  been  taken,  or  other  irregularities  and 
illegalities  exist  that  woald  render  the  bonds  void  in  the  hands 
of  the  company  itself,  it  being  as  payee  chargeable  with  notice 
thereof,  yet  the  issuing  of  such  bonds  will  not  be  enforced  by 
mandamus,  when  any  such  illegalities  or  constitutional  difficulties 
exist  in  reference  to  the  subscription  in  satisfaction  of  which 
they  are  sought  to  be  obtained.^  Nor  will  a  discretionary 
power  of  the  county  court,  in  respect  to  issuing,  be  controlled.* 
5.  To  enforce  the  allowance  of  an  appeal. — A  mandamus  will 
lie  to  enforce  the  allowance  of  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  or  or- 
der which  is  merely  interlocutory,  dissolving  an  injunction  on 
bond,  where  the  act  enjoined,  if  consummated,  will  inflict  upon 
the  party  prosecuting  the  injunction  an  irreparable  injury." 
And  the  injury  is  held  to  be  irreparable,  in  a  legal  sense,  in 
Louisiana,  when  it  is  such  in  its  nature  as  can  not  be  compen- 
sated for  upon  the  final  hearing  of  the  injunction  proceeding,  but 
is  of  a  character  to  involve  a  separate  suit  on  the  bond  so  given 
for  the  damages  occasioned  by  the  act  complained  of,  and  by 
dissolving  the  injunction,  instead  of  being  awarded  in  the  origi- 
nal proceeding.*  Thus,  where  the  act  inhibited  is  the  pulling 
down  of  a  railroad  depot,  and  other  constructions  necessary  to 
the  operating  of  the  road,  and  consequently  will  tend  to  a  depri- 
vation of  the  use  of  the  franchise,  the  injury  which  would  result 
therefrom  is  deemed  in  law  irreparable,  forasmuch  as  a  remedy 
for  the  same,  if  wrongfully  done,  will  only  be  obtainable  by  a 


>  St.  Joe  &  Denver  City  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Buchanan  County  Court,  39  Mo.  485; 
Leavenworth  &  Des  Moines  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  County  Court  of  Platte  County,  42 
Mo.  171;  State,  ex  rel.  B.  &  M.  R.  R. 
R.  Co.,  V.  Wapello  County,  13  Iowa, 
388;  People  ex  rel.  v.  Cline,  supra. 
The  tow.. ship  in  such  case  is  not 
estopped  by  the  acts  of  its  officers  in 
canvassing:  the  votes,  declaring  the 
result,  making  the  subscription,  and 
issuing  part  of  the  bonds,  from  ques- 
tioning the  legality  of  the  petition  or 
vote.  Perhaps  otherwise  where  inno- 
cent holders  are  concerned:  People  v, 
Cline,  supra. 


'  St.  Joe  &  Denver  City  R.  R.  Co.  ». 
Buchanan  County  Court,  39  Mo.  485. 

'The  State,  ex  rel.  Pontchartrain  R. 
R.  Co.,  V.  The  Judge  of  the  Eighth 
District  Court,  23  La.  An.  51. 

*Hyde  v.  Jenkins,  6  La.  4a5;  Tay- 
lor V.  Penrose,  12  La.  137;  Gossett 
V.  Cashell,  14  La.  245;  Comstock  v. 
Paie,  15  La.  481 ;  The  State  v.  The 
Judge  of  the  Fifth  District  Court,  12 
La.  An.  455;  White  &  Trufant  v.  Caz- 
enave,  14  La.  An.  57;  The  State,  ex 
rel.  Pontchartrain  R.  R.  Co.,  v.  The 
Judge  of  the  Eighth  District  Court, 
23  La.  An.  51. 
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separate  suit  on  the  bond.  Therefore  an  appeal  lies,  and  so  also 
a  mandamus  to  enforce  it,  from  an  order  dissolving  the  injunc- 
tion in  such  a  cause.'  And  we  may  add  that  even  then  the  in- 
jured party  takes  the  risk  of  the  parties  to  the  bond  proving  re- 
sponsible for  any  judgment  recovered  in  such  suit  thereon. 

6.  Against  the  railroad  company,  to  compel  payment  of  taxes. 
— Where  a  railroad  or  other  private  corporation  has,  by  a  resort  to 
the  judicial  power,  stayed  or  prevented  the  collection  of  taxes 
for  which  it  is  lawfully  liable,  until  the  ordinary  remedy  under 
the  tax  warrant  or  collector's  authority  has  expired  or  become 
unavailable,  and  the  decision  of  the  court  is  that  the  company  is 
liable  for  the  taxes  in  question,  and  the  case  is  such  that  a  rem- 
edy by  writ  of  execution  may  not  be  had,  then  a  writ  of  man- 
damus lies  against  the  company  and  officers  to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment thereof.'  The  return  to  the  writ  of  mandamus  must  show 
compliance  to  the  extent  of  the  defendant's  ability.' 

7.  Against  city  surveyor,  to  compel  furnishing  lines  and  lev- 
els for  street  railway. — Where,  by  a  grant  of  a  right  of  way  in 
the  streets  of  a  city,  by  a  municipal  corporation  to  a  railroad 
company,  it  is  provided  that  the  city  surveyor  shall  furnish  the 
railroad  company  the  requisite  linea  and  levels  for  the  building 
of  the  road,  then  if  such  officer  refuse  to  perform  that  duty,  a 
writ  of  mandamus  lies  to  compel  its  performance.*  And  if  in 
such  case  a  part  of  the  lino  has  been  built  and  used  for  a 
series  of  years,  and  the  howus  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  grant  has 
been  regularly  paid  by  the  company  and  accepted  by  the  city, 
and  ordinances  have  been  passed  recognizing  the  grant,  then  the 
city  is  estopped  to  deny  the  validity  of  the  grant  or  right  of  the 
company  to  the  use  of  the  streets  as  contracted  for.  Such  sub- 
sequent acts,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  honus  agreed  on, 
amount  to  a  ratification  of  the  original  grant.* 

8.  Against  the   company,  to  compel  completing  and  keeping 
up  their  works. — Where  a  railroad  corporation  holds  its  charter 

'  The  State,  txrtl.  Pontchartrain  R.  *  The  State,  tx  rel.  St.  Charles  R.  R. 

R.  Co.,  V.  The  Jadge  of  the  Eighth  Co.,  v,  Cockrem,  admV,  25  La.  An. 

District  Court,  23  La.  An.  51.  a56. 

^  Person,  Collector,   v.  The  Warren  *  The  State,  ex  rel,  St.  Charles  R.  R. 

B.  R.  Co.,  3  Vroom  (N.  J.),  441.  Co.,  v,  Cockrem,  adm'r,  25  La.  An. 

»  Silvei-thome  ».  The  Warren  R.  R,  856. 
Co.,  4  Vroom  (N.  J.),  173,  177. 
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*".ff  -V  "aw^  of  the  state  under  circamstances  showing  the 
^•^  •  ?  c%  ^^^Arter  privileges  to  have  been  conferred  or  provided 
t  .*  t  viv\r  of  an  advantage  therefrom  to  the  public  and  travel 
i  lo  vvttuuorco  of  the  country,  as  a  common  carrier,  it  becomes 
i  ^*  vul^Iic  highway,  to  be  used  in  a  particular  mode,"  and  if 
i.rvcu  u(\  or  suffered  to  go  into  dilapidation  or  decay,  a  manda- 
nr.t;^  will  be  awarded  to  compel  its  restoration.  There  is  an  im- 
r'}v\l  obligation  resting  on  the  company  to  carry  out  the  object 
v't'  tho  grant,  and  this  may  be  enforced  on  it  if  it  has  the  means. 
rUi^  too,  although  liable  to  indictment:  for  the  latter  remedy  is 
iK»t  etfectual  to  restore  the  work,  but  only  as  a  penalty  for  the 
ho^lect.  Such  is  the  ruling  in  England,  and  though  this  partic- 
ular case  was  of  a  tram-railway,  for  user  for  toll  by  the  public  in 
thoir  own  vehicles,  yet  the  principle  laid  down  is  broad  enough 
for  the  covering  of  ordinary  railways.* 

So  where,  by  act  of  parliament,  railroad  corporations  were  au- 
thorized to  cross  public  highways,  and  to  provide,  by  bridges,  for 
such  highways  to  pass  over  the  railroads,  and  the  act  directed  the 
manner  thereof,  on  failure  to  comply  with  the  requisites  of  the 
act  in  that  respect,  a  mandamus  was  awarded  to  enforce  a  compli- 


» The  King  v.  The  Severn  &  Wye 
Railway  Company,  1  Eng.  Railway 
&  Canal  Cases,  541 ;  The  Queen  v.  The 
Kaatern  Counties  R.  W.  Company,  1 
Kng.  R.  W.  &  C.  Cases,  509;  Blake- 
more  V.  The  Glamorganshire  Canal 
Nav.,  1  Myl.  &  K.  162;  Rex  r.  The  In- 
habitants of  Cumberworth,  3  B.  &  Ad. 
108;  Lee  v.  Milner,  2  M.  &  W.  824; 
Atty.  Genl.  v.  City  of  Boston,  123 
Mass.  460.  In  Blakemore  v.  The  Gla- 
morganshire Canal  Nav.,  Lord  Eldon 
laid  down  the  ground  of  such  jurisdic- 
tion as  follows:  **  I  apprehend  those 
who  come  for  them  [these  acts]  to  par- 
liament, do,  in  effect,  undertake  that 
they  shall  do  and  submit  to  whatever 
the  legislature  empowers  and  compels 
them  to  do;  and  that  they  shall  do  noth- 
ing else; — ^that  they  shall  do  and  shall 
forbear  all  that  they  are  thereby  re- 
quired to  do  and  to  forbear,  as  well  with 
reference  to  the  interests  of  the  public, 


as  with  reference  to  the  interests  of  in- 
dividuals." 1  Myl.  &  K.  162.  The  case 
above  cited  from  1  Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal 
Cases,  The  Queen  v.  The  Eastern  Coun- 
ties Railway  Company,  was  an  appli- 
cation for  a  mandamus  to  compel  the 
railroad  company  to  complete  the 
building  of  its  road  aa  contemplated 
by  its  charter;  and  the  writ  was  award- 
ed, upon  the  general  principle  that  the 
government  will  compel  the  recipient 
of  such  charter  grants  of  privilejres  to 
do  and  peiform  what  the  grant  con- 
templates as  conducive  to  the  public 
good,  and  is  therefore  considered  as 
an  inducement  to  the  making  of  the 
grant.  This  rule  is  equally  applica- 
ble, as  we  conceive,  to  coi-porations 
created  under  special  enactments,  or 
in  virtue  of  provisions  of  a  general  in- 
corporation law.  In  each  case,  alike, 
the  corporate  entity  emanates  from 
the  government  or  state. 
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ance;  and  it  was  also  lield  that  the  liability  of  the  railroad  cor- 
poration to  indictment  was  no  objection  to  the  awarding  of  a 
mandamus.^ 

The  railroad  company  has  a  discretion  as  to  the  manner  of 
performing  such  work,  but  it  is  ministerial,  and  its  ineffectual 
exercise  renders  it  liable  to  mandamus.'  If,  in  the  restoration 
of  a  highway,  the  power  of  eminent  domain  must  be  exercised, 
such  power  is  involved  in  the  duty;'  and  if  the  railroad  com- 
pany be  defeated  in  a  proceeding  to  take  the  lands,  this  would  be 
an  answer  to  proceedings  for  contempt  for  not  restoring  the 
highway.*  The  court  also  has  power  to  direct  in  what  way,  and 
by  what  means  or  alterations,  the  highway  shall  be  restored.* 

9.  Against  railroad  company,  to  compel  varions  other  acts. — 
A  charter  provision  directing  that  lands  remaining  unsold  after 
a  certain  time  from  the  completion  of  the  road  "shall  be  offered 
at  public  sale  annually,"  until  disposed  of,  imposes  the  duty  in 
too  vague-  and  general  terms  to  entitle  the  people  to  a  manda- 
mus directing  the  company  to  so  offer  the  lands."  The  legisla- 
ture should  first  prescribe  the  terras  and  manner  of  sale,  etc.,  so 
as  to  render  the  duty  plain  and  definite,  and  then  it  can  be  en- 
forced by  mandamus.^ 

Mandamus  is  also  the  proper  remedy  to  compel  the  officers  of 
a  corporation  to  call  a  meeting  for  an  election ;'  and  to  issue  cer- 
tificates of  stock,  and  transfer  shares;'  but  if  there  is  a  remedy 
by  proper  action,  the  writ  will  not  be  granted  for  the  latter  pur- 


*  The  Queen  v.  The  Manchester  & 
Leeds  R.  W.  Co.,  1  Eng,  R.  W.  &  C. 
Cases,  523.  And  see  People  ex  rel.  v. 
Dutchess  &  Columbia  R.  R.  Co.,  58 
N.  Y.  152,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  10,  to  the 
same  effect. 

*  People  V,  Dutchess  &  C.  tl.  R.  Co., 
supra, 

*lhid, 
*Ihid. 

•People  V.  Illinois  Central  R.  R, 
Co.,  62  111.  510,  6  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  201. 
» Ibid. 


•People  V,  Albany  Hospital,  61 
Barb.  397;  Owen  r.  Whitaker,  5  C.  E. 
Grern,  122;  State  v.  Wright,  10  Nev. 
167. 

•  Moses  on  Mandamus,  p.  108;  The 
King  r.  Worcester  &  B.  Canal  Nav.,  1 
Man.  &  Ry.  529;  Regina  v.  Liverpool, 
M.  &  N.  Ry.  Co.,  16  Jur.  949;  S.  C. 
11  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  408;  The  Qupen  v. 
Shropshire  Union  Rys.  &  C.  Co.,  Law 
Rep.8  Q.  B.  420;  Townsend  r.  Mclver, 
2  S.  Car.  25;  People  r.  Crockett,  9  Cal. 
112. 
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poses.'  It  raay  be  granted  to  compel  the  restoration  of  a  high- 
way to  its  former  8tat<i,  when  used  by  a  railroad,'  and  to  compel 
the  working  of  the  road.' 


^Inre  Fireman's  Ins.  Co.,  6  Hill, 
243;  Murray  v.  Stevens,  110  Mass.  95; 
Sta«kpole  v.  Seymour,  127  Mass.  104; 
State  V.  Rombauer,  46  Mo.  155;  Birm- 
ingham Fire  Ins.  Co.  v,  Comm.,  92 
Penn  St.  72;  S.  C.  9  Repr.  186;  Shrop- 
shire Union  Rys.  &  C.  Co.  v.  The 
Queen,  Law  Rep.  7  H.  L.  496;  S.  C. 
8  Q.  B.  420. 


•  People  V.  Dutchess  &  C.  R.  R.  Co., 
58  N.  Y.  152;  People  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  & 
H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  74  N.  Y.  302;  State 
V,  Gorham,  37  Me.  451;  People  v,  Chi. 
&  Alton  R.  R.Co.,  67  111.  118;  Indian- 
apolis &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  37 
Ind.  489. 

» Atty.  Genl.  v.  City  of  Boston,  123 
Mass.  460. 


CHAPTER  XLVl. 


TRANSACTIONS  AND  CONTRACTS  ULTRA  VIRES. 


Section. 


As  against  law  and  public  policy 
As  in  excess  of  charter  powers, 

and  outside  of  charter  purposes 
Application  of  the  law  of  ultra 

vires 


8 


Section. 
Rescission  of,  and   relief  from, 

contracts  xilira  vires  •  •  4 
Burden  of  proof  ....  5 
Ratification    of    contracts   ultra 


Vires 


1.  As  against  law  and  pnblio  policy. — All  transactions  and 
contracts  of  a  railroad  corporation,  or  other  corporate  body, 
done  or  made  in  contravention  of  the  law,  or  against  the  pnblic 
policy,  are  ultra  virea^  and  of  no  validity  in  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals of  the  country.    They  are  incapable  of  being  enforced.* 

Thus  rules,  regulations  or  by-laws,  contracts  and  obligations, 
made,  entered  into  or  assumed  in  restraint  of  trade,  are  ultra 
vires,  KB  against  the  policy  of  the  law;  and  so  are  all  acts  and 
undertakings  of  corporations  which  have  for  their  object  the 
contravention  of  the  law,  or  evasion  of  corporate  duties.'  And 
BO  of  contracts  involving  usurious  interest,  or  the  exaction  of 
excessive  rates  or  tolls,  or  stipulations  for  immnnity,  as  common 
carrier,  from  liability  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  corpora- 


'  Messenger  et  al.  v.  The  Penn.  R. 
R.  Co.,  36  N.  J.  (7  Vroom).  407;  S.  C. 
8  Vroom,  531;  Sparrow  p.  Evansville 
k  C.  R.  R.  Co..  7  Ind.  369;  The 
Corors.  of  Tippecanoe  Co.  v.  The  Laf- 
ayette, Mnncie  &  filoomington  R.  R. 
Co.,  50  Ind.  85;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  W. 
Reps.  324;  Pearce  v,  Madison  &  I.  R. 
R.  Co.,  21  How.  441;  Pine  Grove 
Township  r.  Talcott,  19  Wall.  666; 
Eidman  v.  Bowman,  58  111.  444. 

'Peoria  k  Rock  Isld.  Ry.  Co.  v* 
The  Coal  Valley  Mining  Co.,  68  III. 
489,  2  Am.  R.  W.  Reps.  295;  Middle- 
sex R.  R.  Co.  V.  Boston  &  Chelsea  R. 


R.  Co.,  115  Mass.  347,  7  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  469;  Crocker  r.  Whitney,  71  N. 
T.  161;  Taylor  r.  Chichester  &  M. 
Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.,  2  Exch.  356; 
Riche  V.  Ashbury  Ry.  C.  &  I.  Co., 
Law  Rep.,  9  Exch.  224;  Ashbury  Ry. 
C.  &  I.  Co.  V.  Riche,  L.  R.  7  H.  L. 
653.  In  the  case  of  Middlesex  R.  R. 
Co.  9.  B.  &  C  R.  R.  Co.,  snpra^  it  was 
held  a  horse  raihoad  company  had 
no  power  to  make  a  contract  to  trans- 
fer the  control  of  the  road,  with  its 
franchises,  receiying  in  return  a  fixed 
rent. 
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tioirs  own  negligence  or  wrong,  or  that  of  its  servants — not 
simply  as  for  the  violation  of  law,  bnt  as  involving  also  an  abuse 
of  corporate  powers,  and,  therefore,  for  both.'  For  corporate 
capacity  does  not  confer  power  to  violate  the  law;  and  as  a 
sequence  therefrom,  whatever  a  corporation  does  outside  of,  or 
beyond,  its  corporate  powers,  is  not  only  ultra  vires,  as  beyond 
its  authority  to  act,  but  is  also  in  violation  of  the  law  of  its  exist- 
ence. Though  such  acts  may  not  amount  to  a  punishable 
offense,  yet  they  are  unlawful;  hence  the  English  writers  and 
jurists  characterize  them  as  such.  So,  likewise,  as  to  acts  done 
by  the  directory,  or  managing  agents  of  the  corporation,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  members — they,  too,  are  unlawful;  for 
such  bodies  are  trustees  for  the  members,  and  it  is  unlawful  for 
trustees  to  violate  or  abuse  their  trust.  And  these  latter  acts 
are  not  only  unlawful,  but  are  also  ultra  vires,  as  beyond,  or 
outside  of,  the  authority  of  the  actors  to  legally  commit  the 
same.* 

We  are  therefore  constrained  to  accord  with  the  English 
authorities  on  this  subject.  The  supposed  cases  put  by  the  court 
in  Bissell  v.  The  Mich.  So.  &  Northern  Indiana  R  R.  Oo.,  22  N. 
Y.  258,  and  the  course  of  reasoning  of  the  court,  do  not  satisfy 
our  mind  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  assertion  therein,  tliAt  ultra 
vires  a!ts  are  not  necessarily  illegal;  for  though  it  is  true  that  a 
subscription  by  a  private  corporation,  given  outside  of  its  corpo- 
rate powers,  for  certain  praiseworthy  purposes  referred  to  in 
said  case,  though  ultra  vires,  as  wanting  in  authority,  are  not 
unlawful  when  acquiesced  in  by  the  members  of  the  corporation, 
as  between  themselves,  yet  the  fact  is  ignored  that  the  corporate 
authorities  are  trustees  for  the  creditors  and  persons  dealing 
with  the  corporation,  as  well  as  for  the  mere  members,  and  there- 
fore have  no  right  to  divert  the  corporate  funds  to  objects  out- 
side of  the  corporate  purposes  and  enterprise,  even  though  the 
stockholders  consent  thereto.  And  so,  when  such  corporations 
are  qttasi  public,  being  intended  in  law  in  some  measure  to 
accommodate  the  public,  as,  for  instance,  railroad  corporations 
as  common  carriers — in  these  cases  the  managing  board  or 
directors  are,  jpr(?  tanto,  trustees  in  like  manner  for  the  public,  and 

'  Pearce  v.  The  Madison  &  Indian-         '  Ihid^ 
apolia  B.  B.  Co.,  21  How.  441. 
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may  not  divert  the  corporate  funds  to,  or  engage  in,  outside 
transactions  in  violation  of  the  charter.  Hence  it  is  that  for 
such  illegal  action,  though  not  criminally  liable  to  punishment, 
3'et  the  corporation  is  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  by  qjw 
warratvtOy  and  to  the  forfeiture  of  its  right  to  act  as  a  corporation, 
if  a  private  corporation,  and  if  a  municipal  body,  then  there  is 
a  remedy  for  the  abuse  likewise,  but  that  part  of  the  subject  is 
not  within  the  limits  of  our  treatise.  We  are  greatly  strength- 
ened in  this  view  of  the  question  by  the  fact  that  the  matters 
now  treated  of  under  the  head  of  ultra  vires^  and  attempted  to 
be  separated  in  their  character  from  illegality,  are  all  treated  of 
by  the  great  jurists,  Bacon,  Blackstone,  Kent,  Parsons,  Redfield 
and  Pierce,  under  the  head  of  illegal  contracts,  or  titles  substan- 
tially such,  and  are  characterized  by  these  writers  as  illegal. 
Indeed,  as  we  understand  it,  the  case  above  cited  of  Bissell  v. 
The  Michigan  S.  &  N.  Indiana  R  E.  Co.,  22  K  Y.  258,  only  goes 
80  Tar  as  to  assert  that  such  acts  are  not  necessarily  unlawful  to 
the  extent  of  involving  moral  turpitude,  but  may  be  illegal, 
however,  as  unauthorized  by  the  charter  and  the  law.  The 
question  more  prominently  involved  in  that  case  was  the  liabil- 
ity or  non-liat)ility  of  two  roads  for  an  injury  incurred  on  a 
third  one,  jointly  owned  or  controlled  and  operated  by  them.  The 
court  held  them  to  a  joint  liability  where  the  injury  occurred 
from  negligence,  upon  the  same  principles  as  if  inflicted  by,  and 
the  suit  therefor  was  against,  a  single  railroad  corporation. 
The  question  of  ultra  vires  had  nothing  really  to  do  with  the 
case:  for  whether  they  were  acting  lawfully  or  unlawfully,  or 
within,  or  outside  of  and  beyond,  the  scope  of  their  corporate 
powers,  still,  for  negligence  and  injuries  resulting  therefrom 
they  were  liable,  if  the  injured  party  was  not  himself  guilty  of 
such  nesrlisrence  or  want  of  care  as  would  absolve  them  there- 
from  under  the  rules  of  law  in  regard  to  negligence.* 

And  though  contracts  with  legislators  to  procure  favorable 
legislation  are  illegal,  as  against  public  policy,  and  therefore  are 
ultra  vireSy  yet  a  contract  of  railroad  projectors  with  a  member 
of  parliament  or  other  legislative  body  before  which  the  bill  for 
a  charter  is  pending,  fixing  the  compensation  to  be  paid  such 
member  as  damages  for  going  through  his  own  land,  in  case  the 

>22N.Y.  as8. 


938 


THE   LAW   OP  BAILWATS. 


road  is  built,  is  not  illegal  or  ultra  vires,  forasmucli  that  mem- 
bers of  parliament  or  other  legislative  bodies  do  not  lose,  bj^  be- 
coming such,  their  personal  right  of  agreeing  as  to  what  com- 
pensation in  damages  shall  be  paid  thereon,  but  remain  in  that 
respect,  as  are  other  persons,  still  capable  of  bargaining;  and  as 
a  sequence,  the  projectors  may  bargain  with  them/ 

An  agreement  by  a  railroad  company,  acting  as  a  common  car- 
rier, to  carry  goods  for  a  party  at  a  fixed  lower  rate  of  transpor- 
tation than  for  any  other  party,  is  void  as  against  the  policy  of 
the  law,  and  if  violated  by  the  company,  no  action  will  lie  on 
such  an  agreement.' 

And  so  a  contract  between  two  or  more /ailroad  companies, 
who  are  common  carriers,  that  they  or  either  of  them  shall  not 
carry  certain  property  for  persons  generally,  which  the  law  makes 
it  their  duty  to  carry,  is  ultra  vires,  and  can  not  be  enforced;  and 
so  would  any  contract  of  a  common  carrier  be,  obligating  him- 
self not  to  do  what  it  is  his  duty  to  do.' 

The  corporation  can  make  no  valid  contract  in  contravention 
of  the  law,  or  contrary  to  public  policy.  All  such  are  uUra 
vires\  Nor  can  the  board  of  directors  make  any  valid  contract 
in  their  own  personal  interest;  nor  one,  without  the  consent  of 
the  stockholders,  which  materially  changes  the  character  of 
the  road  or  corporate  enterprise,  as  severing  the  line  of  the 
road,  changing  its  terminus,  or  leasing  or  selling  the  road.  To 
do  either,  the  consent  of  the  corporators  is  required.*  Contracts 
made  for  all  such  purposes,  by  the  directors,  who  are  in  fact  but 
trustees,  are  in  violation  of  their  trust  and  duties,  and  are  uUra 


^  Lord  Howden  v,  Simpson  et  al,^  1 
Engr.  R.  W.  &  C.  Cases,  347. 

^  Messenger  and  another  tJ.The  Penn. 
R.  R.  Co.,  36  N.  J.  (7  Vroom),  407; 
S.  C.  8  Id.,  531;  Vincent  v.  Chi.  &  Al- 
ton R.  R.  Co.,  49  111.  33;  Carablos  r. 
Phil.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Brewst. 
563;  Cumberland  Valley  R.  R.  Co.*8 
appeal,  62  Penn.  St.  218. 

*  Peoria  &  Rock  Island  Ry.  Co.  v. 
The  Coal  Valley  Mining  Company,  68 
111.  489,  2  Am.  R.  W.  Reps.  295. 

*  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Tippe- 
canoe Co.  V.  Lafayette,  Muncie&  Bloom- 
ington  R.  R.Co.  et  al.,  50  Ind.  85;  S.  C. 


8  Am.  R.  R.  Reps.  324,  353.  But  a  con- 
tract by  a  railroad  company  to  pay  for 
procuring  cattle  to  be  shipped  over  its 
road  is  good,  even  though  it  is  contem- 
plated to  ship  a  certain  species  at  timeji 
prohibited  by  law:  Kansas  Pacific  Ry. 
Co.  V,  McCoy,  8  Kans.  538,  5  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  239.  Neither  is  it  void  because 
it  provides  for  the  use  of  money  to  in- 
fluence legislation,  unless  the  money 
is  to  be  used  improperly:    Ibid, 

*  Board  of  Com miss' oners  ».  La- 
fayette, Muncie  &  Bloomington  R.  R. 
Co.  et  ah,  50  Ind.  85;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R. 
W.  Reps.  324,  353. 
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vires  the  corporation,  and  void.  They  bind  no  one.*  Nor  can 
thej  change  the  general  course  or  purpose  of  the  road,  or  depart 
froni  the  general  purpose  or  design  of  the  organization,  without 
such  consent.'  If  a  contract  be  entered  into  for  any  such  ultra 
vires  purpose,  a  stockholder  in  the  company  so  attempting  to 
override  the  limit  of  tlie  charter  powers  and  purposes,  may 
maintain  a  bill  in  equity  to  enjoin  and  inhibit  the  carrying  the 
same  into  effect,  and  for  the  delivery  up  and  cancellation  of  the 
written  contract,  if  in  writing.' 

But  if  the  alleged  illei^ality  be  such  as  involves  the  question 
of  disputed  legal  right,  under  an  act  of  the  parliament  or  legis- 
lature, equity  will  more  properly  require  the  question  of  legal 
right  to  be  settled,  when  practicable,  by  a  suit  at  law,  and  will 
stay  proceedings  until  so  settled.* 

An  agreement  between  two  or  more  railroads  to  appropriate 
a  named  portion  of  their  gross  earnings  to  the  payment  of  Cur- 
rent expenses,  and  to  divide  the  residue  between  them,  is  ultra 
vireSj  in  the  face  of  the  New  Hampshire  statute  entitled  "  An 
act  to  prevent  railroad  monopolies";  and  a  bill  in  equity  lies  to 
restrain  such  of  the  roads  as  are  operating  in  New  Hampshire 
from  operating  under  and  carrying  out  such  illegal  contract' 
The  tact  that  some  of  the  roads  were  foreign  corporations  was 
held  not  to  prevent  the  enforcement  of  tlie  injunction  against 
them,  as  they  were  operating  in  that  state.* 

A  contract  between  a  railway  company  and  a  telegraph  com- 
pau}',  whereby  the  telegraph  company  acquires  the  exclusive 
right  of  way  of  the  railroad  company  for  telegraphic  purposes, 
so  far  as  it  legally  might,  and  the  railroad  company  agrees  to 
discourage  competition,  is  not  contrary  to  public  policy;'  and  if 
the  railway  company  authorizes  another  telegraph  company  to 


*  Commissioners  v,  Lafayette,  Mun- 
de  &  Bloomington  R.  R.  Co.  et  a/.,  50 
Ind.  85;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  W.  Reps. 
324,355. 

*  Commissioners  v.  Lafayette,  etc., 
B.  R.  Co.  et  al.f  supra, 

■  The  Commissioners  v.  The  Lafay- 
ette, Muncie  &  Bloomington  R.  R.  Co., 
50  Ind.  85;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  W.  Rep. 
324;  City  of  Memphis  v.  Dean,  8 
Wall.  73. 


*  Sir  John  Simpson  et  al,  v.  Lord- 
Howden,  1  Eng.  R.  W.  &  C.  Cases, 
82G. 

^  Morrill  v.  Boston  &  Maine  R.  R. 
Co.,  55  N.  H.  531. 

*  Morrill  v,  Boston  &  Maine  R.  R. 
Co.,  55  N.  H.  531. 

'  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  r.  Chi- 
cago &  Paducah  R.  R.  Co.,  86  III. 
246,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  407. 
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put  np  another  line  of  wires  upon  the  same  poles,  a  court  of 
equity  will  enjoin  the  completion  of  snch  a  contract.* 

Where  a  particular  mode  of  exercising  a  power  is  prescribed 
by  statute,  as  in  the  issuance  of  bonds,  other  modes  are  prohil)- 
ited  by  implication; 'and  a  transaction  upon  which  a  penalty  is 
imposed  is  impliedly  prohibited." 

2.  As  in  ezcoBs  of  charter  powers,  and  outside  of  charter 
purposes. — The  corporate  body  and  directory  of  a  private  cor- 
poration aggregate  are  trustees  for  the  shareholders  and  others  in 
interest  (as,  for  instance,  creditors  of  the  corporation),  for  the 
carrying  out  and  effecting  the  corporate  purposes  of  the  enter- 
prise.* As  snch,  it  is  their  imperative  duty  to  devote  their  own 
action  and  the  corporate  funds  to  the  purposes  of  the  organiza- 
tion and  objects  contemplated  thereby.*  A  departure  therefrom, 
as,  for  instance,  the  engaging  in  transactions  and  making  of  con- 
tracts outside  of  such  purposes,  is  ultra  vireSy  as  in  excess  of 
the  powers  of  the  corporation;  and  therefore  such  transactions 
are  void.  They  are  in  excess  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the 
state,  as  undertaking  to  do  things  or  engage  in  transactions  not 
authorized  by  the  charter;  as  if  a  corporation  organized  and 
chartered  for  one  purpose,  diverts  its  powers  and  means  to  the 
prosecution  or  furtherance  of  a  different  object  or  purpose.* 
But  where,  by  the  charter,  a  railroad  company  is  allowed  to 
transport  persons  and  property  that  pass  over  its  road  to  still 
further  points  beyond  its  own  terminus,  it  is  not  nUra  vires  for 
such  company  to  own  and  operate  a  steamboat  or  boats  used  in 
carrying  out  such  additional  or  further  transportation.' 

3.  Application  of  the  law  of  ultra  vires. — In  administer- 
ing the  law  of  ultra  vires,  as  is  well  said  by  Biddle,  J.,  in  The 
Board  of  Commissioners  v.  The  Lafayette,  Muncie  &  Blooming- 
ton  R.  R.  Co.,"  "  The  right  which  justice  seeks,  and  law  endeav- 


» W.  U.  Tel.  Co.  V.  C.  &  P.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra. 

'Kent  Coast  Ry.  Co.©.  London, 
C.  &  D.  Ry,  Co.,  L.  R.  3  Ch.  App. 
656. 

•/n  re  Cork  &  Youghal'  Ry.  Co., 
Law  Rep.  4  Ch.  App.  748.  In  re 
Nati.  P.  B.  Rldg.  Soc'y,  5  Id.  309. 

*  Comrs.  of  Tippecanoe  Co.  v.  La- 
fayette, Muncie  &  Blooniingtx)n  R.  R. 
Co.,  60  Ind.  85;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  W. 


Reps.  324. 

•BisBelU.  The  Micb.  S.  &  N.  In- 
diana R.  R.  Co.,  22  N.  Y.  258. 

•Green's  Brice*s  Ultra  Vires,  35; 
Bissell  V  Mich.  S.  &  Northern  Indiana 
R.  R.  Co.,  22  N.  Y.  258. 

^ShawmutBank  «.  Plattsburgh  & 
Montreal  R.  R.  Co.,  31  Vt.  (2  Shaw) 
491. 

» 50  Ind.  85;  S.  C.  8  Am.  Rw.  Reps 
324. 
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ors  to  uphold,"  sometimes  lie  "in  opposite  directions,  and 
mast  be  sought  by  different  ways.  In  one,  the  decisions  protect 
right,  and  in  the  other  they  prevent  wrong,  and  thns  they  are  con- 
sistent. In  both  they  are  based  on  the  fundamental  principle 
in  jurisprudence,  that  no  one  shall  take  advantage  of  his 
own  wrong."  Thus,  when  want  of  power  to  contract  is  relied  on 
in  favor  of  a  corporation  to  defeat  a  recovery  of  the  consider- 
ation for  benefits  received  and  enjoyed  by  it,  the  courts  will  go 
as  far  as  the  fixed  rules  of  law  will  allow  to  sustain  the  contract, 
and  thereby  reach  the  justice,  equity  and  good  conscience  of  tlie 
case;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  wiiere  the  want  of  power  is  relied 
on  and  pleaded  against  a  corporation,  then  to  prevent  the  perpe- 
tration of  a  wrong  by  it,  the  courts  will  hold  such  corporation  to 
the  strictest  rules  of  law.* 

4.  Rescission  of,  and  relief^from,  ultra  vires  contracts. — If  a 
contract  be  not  only  ultra  vires^  but  be  also  malum  in  se,  or 
malum  prohibitum^  and  is  an  executory  contract,  the  courts  will 
not  enforce  it,  nor  give  compensation  for  a  breach  thereof;  *  and 
if  the  contract  be  an  executed  one,  then  neither  party  will  be 
relieved  therefrom,  or  be  re-instated  in  their  former  condition, 
or  be  compelled  to  make  restitution  to  the  other,  or  be  entitled 
to  have  indemnity  or  compensation  for  any  lo3s  or  liability  in- 
curred or  suffered  by  the  execution  tiiereof,  or  by  reason  of  such 
contract;  for  as  between  persons  in  pari  delictu,  the  law  will  not 
interfere,  whether  application  therefor  be  to  the  law,  or  to  tlie 
equity  side  of  the  courts.'     But  if  the  contract  be  simply  ultra 


'  The  Comrs.  v.  The  Lafayette,  Mun- 
cie  &  Bloomington  R.  R.  Co.,  50  Ind. 
85;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  W.  Reps.  324,  326. 

^  2  Parsons  on  Contracts,  252,  Sec. 
12;  1  Parsons  on  Contracts,  380,  Sec. 
12;  Armstrong'  v,  Toler,  11  Wheat. 
258;  Bank  of  U.  S.  v.  Owens,  2  Pet. 
527;  Eennett  v.  Chambers,  14  How. 
.S8;  Marshall  o.  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R. 
K.  Co.,  16  How.  334;  Cox  v.  Gould, 
4  Blatch.  C.  C.  Reps.,  341;  Scottish 
Northeastern  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Stewart,  3 
Macq.  H.  L.  Cases,  382;  Mayor  and 
Council  of  Norwich  t>.  The  Norfolk  R. 
W.  Co.,  30  Eng.  Law  and  Eq.  120. 

'Parsons  on  Contracts,  Vol.  2.  252, 


Sec.  12;  Shiffner  v.  Goi;don,  12  East, 
304;  Great  Northern  R.  W.  Co.  v. 
The  Eastern  Counties  R.  W.  Co.,  12 
Ens:.  L.  &  Eq.  224;  Whitney  Arms 
Co.  V.  Barlow,  63  N.  Y.  62;  Kent  v. 
Quicksilver  Mining  Co.,  78  N.  Y.  159; 
Franklin  Co.  v.  Lewiston  Sav.  Bank, 
68  Me.  43;  Wheeler  r.  Russell,  17 
Mass.  281;  Morville  v.  Am.  Tract 
Socy.,  128  Mass.  129;  National  Pem- 
berton  Bank  v.  Porter,  125  Mass.  333; 
Attleborough  Natl.  Bank  v.  Roprers, 
125  Mass.  339;  Dimpfel  v.  Ohio  & 
Miss.  Ry.  Co.,  9  Biss.  127;  S.  C.  8 
Ropr.  641;  Cent.  Branch  Union  Pac. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  W.  U.  Tel.  Co.,  1  Mc- 
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vireSy  and  not  open  to  the  objection  of  malum  prohibitum,  or  ot 
malum  in  se,  then,  although  relief  will  sometimes  be  given, 
nnder  proper  circumstances,  yet  whether  the  contract  be  execu- 
tory merely,  or  be  an  executed  one,  to  avoid  performance  if 
executory,  and  to  rescind  it,  or  treat  it  as  a  nullity,  if  executed, 
and  have  restitution,  or  recover  back  benefits  which  have  flown 
from  the  one  "party  to  the  other,  then,  if  the  party  so  seeking 
has  itself  received  any  consideration,  benefit  or  valuable  advan- 
tages therefrom,  and  in  consideration  or  part  consideration 
thereof,  or  as  inducement  thereto,  it  must  on  its  part  restore  the 
same  to  the  adverse  party  before  relief  can  be  had;  and  if  it  fail 
or  be  unable  so  to  do,  or  the  circumstances  be  such  that  the 
adverse  party  can  not  be  made  whole,  or  placed  in  statu  quo,  no 
relief  will  be  given;  for  such  actions  or  suits  to  recover  for 
moneys  or  considerations  paid  on  void  contracts,  or  contracts 
sought  to  be  rescinded,  are,  whether  at  law  or  in  equity,  in  the 
nature  of  equitable  actions,  in  so  far  that  he  who  asks  the  equity 
must  also  do  it.^ 

5.  Borden  of  proof. — Prima  faeie,  contracts  and  obligations 
of  private  coi^jjorations  aggregate,  as,  for  instance,  railroad  cor- 
porations, are  valid,  if  nothing  to  the  contrary  be  indicated  or 
found  upon  their  face.  It  will  not  be  presumed  that  they  are 
illegal  or  ultra  vires.  Proof  thereof  is  required,  which  may 
consist  of  facts  stated  or  recited  in  the  contract  itself,  or  by  evi- 
dence aliunde;^  and  the  burden  of  such  proof  is  on  the  party  set- 


Crary,  551;  S.  C.  10  Repr.  417;  Oil 
Creek  &  Allegheny  River  R.  R.  Co. 
p.  Penn.  Titans.  Co.,  83  Penn.  St. 
160;  S.  C.  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  322; 
Hays  V,  Galion  G.  L.  &  C.  Co.,  29 
Ohio  St.  330;  Darst  v.  Gale,  83  111. 
136;  German  Natl.  Bank  v.  Meadow- 
croft,  95  111.  124;  Paul  v.  City  of  Keno- 
sha, 22  Wis.  266;  Northwestern  Union 
Packet  Co.  r.  Shaw,  37  Wis.  655; 
Wapello  Co.  r.  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  R.  Co., 
44  Ta.  585;  Thompson  p.  Lambert,  Id, 
239;  Hitchcock  v.  City  of  Galveston, 
96  U.  S.  341;  Gold  Mining  Co.  r. 
Natl.  Bank,  Id.  640;  Natl.  Bank  v. 
Matthews,  98  U.  S.  621 ;  Daniels  v. 
Tearney,  102  U.  S.  415 j  S.  C.  11 
Repr.  113. 


*  2  Parsons  on  Contracts,  191 ;  Hunt 
V,  Silk,  5  East,  449;  Norton  o.  Young, 
3  Greenl.  (Maine),  30;  The  Farmei-s 
Bank  of  Va.  t>.  Groves,  12  How.  51; 
Murphy  v.  McVicker,  4  McLean,  252; 
Atlantic  &  Pacific  Tel.  Co.  p.  Union 
Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  1  McCrary,  541;  S. 
C.  1  Fed.  Repr.  745,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
256.  See  Cent.  Branch  Un.  Pac.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  W.  U.  Tel.   Co.,  supra. 

^MitchelU.  The  Rome  R.  R.  Co., 
17  Geo.  574;  Charleston  k  Jetterson- 
ville  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Willey,  16  Ind. 
34;  Moms  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The 
Sussex  R.  R.  Co.,  5  C.  E.  Green,  542; 
Chautauque  Co.  Bk.  v.  Risley,  19  N. 
Y.  369. 
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ting  up,  or  relying  on,  the  illegality  or  iiltra  vires  character 
thereof.* 

6.  Ratifioation  of  ultra  vires  oontracta. — A  contract  which 
18  fiUra  vires  originally,  can  not  be  ratified  or  confirmed  by  any 
subsequent  act,  bargain  or  undertaking  of  the  same  party.  Wluit 
a  party  can  not  make,  it  can  not  confirm;  nor  can  a  void  act  be 
made  valid  merely  by  the  circumstance  of  its  validity  never 
having  been  brought  in  question  or  denied,  whatever  the  length 
of  time  may  be.  A  void  act  works  no  estoppel,  when  the  in- 
validity is  the  result  of  an  ultra  vires  taint.*  But  where  the  act 
done  is  merely  in  excess  of  the  powers  of  an  agent,  and  not  of  the 
principal,  then  the  principal  may  ratify  it,  if  the  principal  had 
power  to  have  done  that  himself.'  And  ratification,  when  thus 
practicable,  may  be  inferred  from,  or  proven  by,  circumstances, 
against  a  railroad  corporation,  the  same  as  in  cases  of  natural 
persons.* 

The  subsequent  recognition  and  action  on  the  act  of  the  presi- 
dent as  valid  by  the  directory  of  the  company,  is  such  a  circum- 
stance as  will  charge  the  company  with  a  ratification  thereof,  if 
the  act  be  not  illegal  in  itself,  and  be  such  a  one  as  the  corpora- 
tion had  power  to  have  made  in  the  first  place  through  its 
directory.* 


'  Chautauque  Co.  Bk.  v.  Risley,  19 
N.  T.  369,  and  cases  cited  ante,  p.  942, 
note  2;  Ohio  &  Miss.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Carthy, 96  U.  S.  267;  Ala.  Gold  Life 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Cent.  A.  &  M.  Assn.,  54 
Ala.  73. 

•Board  of  Comrs.  of  Tippecanoe 
Co.  V,  Lafayette,  Muncie  &  Blooming- 
ton  R.  R.  Co.  et  jal.y  50  Ind.  85;  S. 
C.  8  Am.  R.  W.  Reps.  324;  Ohio  & 
Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Ind.  &  Cin.  R.  R. 
Co.,  5  Am.  Law  Regr.  (^.  S.),  IS^  (Su- 
perior Ct.  of  Cincinnat);  Horn  v. 
Mayor  and  Council  of  Bait.,  80  Md. 
218;  Ashbury  Ry.  C.  &  I.  Co.  v.  Riche, 
L.  R.  7  H.  L.  653;  Chouteau  r.  Allen, 
70  Mo.  290;  Deaderick  v.  Wiison,  8 
Bazt.  108. 

»  Darst «.  Gale,  83  lU.  136;  Wood  v, 
Whelen,  93  III.  153;  The  People  v. 
Swift,  81  Cal.  26;  Pixley  v.  Western 


Pacif.  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Cal.  183;  Dubuque 
Female  Coll.  v.  The  Township,  etc.,  13 
Iowa,  555,  561 ;  Bank  of  U.  S.  v.  Dand- 
ridge,  12  Wheat.  83;  Cozart  v.  Ga.  R. 
R.  &  Bkg.  Co.,  54  Ga.  379;  Riche  r. 
Ashbury  Ry.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  L.  R.  9  Ex. 
224;  S.  C,  L.  R.  7  H.  L.  653;  Kent  r. 
Quicksilver  Mining  Co.,  78  N.  Y.  159. 
See  Phosphate  of  Lime  Co.  v.  Green, 
L.  R.  7  C.  P.  43. 

*  Blen  f?.  Bear  River  &  Auburn  W. 
&  M.  Co.  20  Cal.  602;  Pixley  v.  Wesl> 
ern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Cal.  183; 
Bank  of  Columbia  v,  Patterson,  7 
Cranch,  299;  Bank  of  U.  S.  v.  Dand- 
ridge,  12  Wheat.  83;  Dubuque  Female 
Coll.  V.  The  Township,  etc.,  18  Iowa, 
555,  561 ;  Backman  p.  Charlestown,  42 
N.  H.  125. 

^  Pixley  V.  The  Western  Pacific  R. 
R.  Co.,  33  Cal.  183. 
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Payments  orr  an  ultra  vires  contract  are  valid,  where  the  appro- 
priation of  the  payments  to  such  object  is  made  by  the  debtor.' 

But  thons^h  a  contract  to  guarantee  the  bonds  of  another 
company  be  uUra  vires  when  made,  yet  if  the  guarantor  subse- 
quently acquires  the  bonds^  and  re-issues  them  for  a  new  and 
sufficient  consideration,  it  will  be  a  new  act.  and  will  be  held 
valid.'  And  so  far,  at  least,  as  a  contract  is  executed,  and  its 
benefits  received  and  retained  by  a  corporation,  it  can  not  be 
repudiated  as  ultra  vires}  Qucerey  however,  as  to  future  trans- 
actions under  sucii  a  contract.^ 

*  Williamson  v.  New  Jersey  South-  •  Oil  Creek  &  Allegheny  River  R.  R. 

era  R.  R.  Co.,  28  N.  J.  Ch.  277,  14  Co.  r.  Penn.  Transp.  Co.,  83  Penn.  St 

Am.  By.  Rep.  34.  160,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  822. 

« Amot  V.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  67  N.  T.  *  Oil  Creek  &  A.  R.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  P. 

315,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  133.  T.  Co.,  supra. 
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Section. 
Company   may   ran    variety   of 
trains  bo  suit  necessities    .        .1 


Section. 
Private  trains  on  road  of  railroad 
corporation       •        •        •        .      2 


1.  Company  may  mn  variety  of  trains  to  suit  necessities. 
— A  railroad  company  has  a  legal  right  to  appropriate  a  portion 
of  their  trains  exclusively  to  carrying  freight,  and  other  portions 
thereof  exclusively  to  the  carriage  of  passengers;  and  they  are 
not  required  to  carry  passengers  on  their  freight  trains,  or  freight 
on  their  passenger  trains,  but  may  if  they  choose.* 

Therefore,  a  ticket  only  confers  on  the  holder  a  right  to  be 
carried  according  to  the  customs  or  regulations  of  the  road  in  that 
respect.'  lie  may,  on  such  ticket,  go  to  the  place  for  which  it 
calls  on  any  train  that  usually  carries  passengers,  and  which  stops 
at  such  place  of  destination;  but  is  not  entitled  to  a  special  train, 
or  to  go  on  one  that  does  not  stop  at  the  place  to  which  he  is 
bound;  nor  if  on  such  a  one,  to  have  it  stop  where  it  otherwise 
would  not,  for  the  purpose  of  letting  him  off.' 

And  so  the  like  principle,  as  to  refusing  to  take  passengers 
thereon,  applies  to  passenger  trains  as  to  stations  at  which  such 
trains  do  not  stop.  They  may  lawfully  refuse  to  take  passen- 
gers for  such  stations;  and  if  found  aboard  the  same,  without  a 
))revious  agreement  to  stop  at  such  stations,  and  without  assur- 
ances that  they  would  there  be  put  off,  they  can  not  claim  to  be 
left  at  such  stations  in  violation  of  the  rules  or  custom  of  the 
road;  nor  can  they  claim  to  be  carried  past  to  some  stoppinn^ 
place  ahead,  free  of  charge;  and,  therefore,  the  taking  up  of 


'Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ran- 
dolph, 63  111.  510;  S.  C.5  Am.  R.  60; 
Dunn  V.  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  58 
Maine,  187;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  267; 
Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati  R. 
B.  Co.  V,  Bartram,  11  Ohio  St.  457. 

'  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Ran- 


dolph, 53  111.  510;  Cleveland,  Colum- 
bus &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.  f .  Bartram, 
11  Ohio  St.  457. 

'  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ran- 
dolph, 53  III.  510;  Pittsburg,  Cincin- 
nati &  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  r.  Nuzum,  50 
Ind.  141,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  396. 
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their  tickets  is  no  wrong  of  which  thej  can  complain;'  and  the 
conductor  may  exclude  them  from  tlie  train  at  the ^  last  stopping 
place  before  arriving  at  their  intended  destination,  using  no 
more  force  than  is  required  for  that  purpose.* 

A  company  imixy  also  run  some  of  their  trains,  both  passenger 
and  freight,  as  through  trains,  stopping  only  at  a  portion  of  the 
stations,  or  principal  ones,  they,  however,  furnishing  a  reasonable 
number  of  other  trains,  stopping  at  all  the  stations,  so  as  to 
afibrd  reasonable  accommodation  to  the  traveling  public.* 

When  one  purchases  a  ticket,  he  should  ascertain  wliether  a 
train  stops  at  his  destined  station  before  lie  gets  upon  it;  and  if 
he  takes  one  not  accustomed  to  stop  at  such  place  of  destination, 
lie  is  not,  without  ap  agreement  to  that  effect,  entitled  to  have 
the  conductor  or  couipany  change  the  order  of  business,  and 
stop  at  such  station  for  his  accommodation.* 

From  the  right  to  run  some  trains  as  freight  trains,  stopping 
only  at  certain  ones  of  tlie  stations  for  fuel  and  water,  or  other 
necessary  purposes,  it  follows  that  the  company  may  entirely 
exclude  all  passeugei-s  from  such  trains,  or  else  only  carry  them 
to  places  whereat  tliey  are  authorized  or  accustomed  to  stop.* 
Therefore,  if  a  person  takes  such  a  train,  without  an  agreement 
that  it  shall  stop  at  an  unauthorized  or  unusual  place  of  stopping, 
he  can  not  reqiiire  the  company  to  stop  thereat,  or  change  their 
course  of  business  for  his  convenience;  and  in  such  a  case  the 
taking  up  of  his  ticket,  without  an  agreement  to  stop  at  such 
place,  will  not  give  him  a  right  to  be  put  off  at  such  pkce.* 
"  In  such  a  case,  the  passenger  is  in  the  wrong,  and  has  no  right 
to  insist  that  he  should  be  safely  put  off  at  the  point  he  desires, 
or  be  carried  through  without  charge."' 

Though  a  railroad  company  is  not  bound  to  carry  passengers 


*  Chicacro  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ran- 
dolph, 53  111.  510;  P.,  C.  &  St.  L.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Niizuin,  supra. 

estate  V.  Goold,  53  Maine,  279; 
Dann  v.  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  58 
Maine,  187;  Hilliard  r.  Goold,  34  N. 
H.  230;  Fulton  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  R. 
Co.,  17  Up.  Can.  Q.  B.  428. 

®  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Randolph,  53  111.  510. 

^Chiea^ro  &    Alton   R.  R.    Co.   v. 


Randolph,  53  111.  510;  P.,  C.  &  St.  L. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Nuzum,  supra. 

^Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Randolph,  53  111.  510;  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumhus  &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Bart  ram,  11  Ohio  St.  457. 

«Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Ran- 
dolph, supra. 

^Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ran- 
dolph, supra^  p.  516. 
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in  their  caboose  car  attached  to  a  freight  train,  and  may  expel 
them  therefrom,  and  by  force  if  necessary,  yet  if  tliey  suffer  them 
to  remain, and  receive  therefor  the  nsual  fare,  they  will  "beheld 
jnstly  responsible  for  negligence  or  want  of  care  in  tlieir  trans- 
portation."* But  by  entering  on  and  taking  passage  in  such 
freight  train,  the  passenger  takes  upon  himself  the  increased  risk 
and  diminution  of  comfort  incident  tliereto;  and  if  the  same  be 
managed  with  the  care  requisite  for  such  a  train,  it  is  all  those 
passing  on  it  have  a  legal  right  to  demand.  The  passenger  can 
only  expect  sucli  security  as  the  mode  of  conveyance  affords.' 

2.  Private  trains  on  road  of  railroad  corporation. — Private 
trains,  running  u[:>on  the  road  of  a  railroad  corporation,  come 
within  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  relation  to  obstructing  the 
crossings  of  public  highways  by  railroad  trains,  and  such  private 
owner  is  alike  liable  under  the  statute  as  if  the  obstruction  was 
caused  by  trains  of  the  regular  corporate  owners  of  the  railroad.* 

»  Dunn  V.  The  Grand  Tiunk  Ry  Co.^  r.  Fay,  16  111.  568;  Chicagro,  B.  &  Q. 

58  Maine,  187;  Ed^erton  p.  N.  Y.  &  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hazzard,  26  111.  373;  Dunn 

H.  R.  R.  Co.,  39  N.  Y.  (12 Tiff.),  229;  v.  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  68  Maine, 

Carroll  x>.  N.  Y.  &  N.  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  187. 
Duer,  578.  »  Hall  r.  Brown,  54  N.  H.  496. 

'  Galena  k  Chicago  Union  R.  R.  Co. 
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Section. 

Not  insurers,  but  only  bound  to 
the  highest  degree  of  care        .      1 

Bat  not  the  highest  degree  of  care 
which  the  human  mind  can  at- 
tain to     « 2 

Tlie  degree  of  care  required  is  not 
measured  by  the  ability  of  the 
company 8 

Not  insurers  of  human  life,  nor 
liable  for  inevitable  accident    .      4 

Bound  to  carry  all  suitable  per- 
sons who  pay  their  fare    .        •      5 

May  refuse  to  carry,  and  may  ex- 
pel, certain  persons  from  cars  .      6 

Accommodation  and  treatment  of 
passengers        ....      7 

May  run  some  cars  exclusively  for 
ladies  and  gentlemen  attendant      8 

For  improper  conduct  may  remove 


Section. 
.      9 


passengera  from  ladies*  car 

Through-ticket  passengers  bound 
to  go  directly  through 

Special  carriers  of  passengers 

Free  passengers   .... 

May  make  regulations,  and  pas- 
sengers must  conform  thereto  . 

Refusing  to  show  ticket,  passen- 
gers not  paying  may  be  ex- 
pelled from  the  cars 

Company  may  take  increased 
fare,  if  paid  on  the  cars   . 

Passengers  taking  wrong  train    . 

Lay-over  tickets  .... 

Carrying  passengers  on  freight 
trains 

A  conductor's  check  is  good  only 
for  the  day  on  which  it  is  given    19 

Sleeping  cars        •        •        •        .20 


10 
11 
12 

13 


14 

15 
16 
17 

18 


1.  Not  Insarers,  bat  only  boand  to  the  highest  degree  of 
care. — Altliouofh  railroad  corporations  engaged  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  passengers  for  hire  or  reward  are  in  that  respect  coni- 
njon  carriers,  yet  they  are  not  insurers  of  the  lives  or  persons  of 
their  passengers,  but  are  merely  bound  to  the  exercise  of  the 
highest  degree  of  care  and  diligence  in  the  conduct  of  their  busi- 
ness. They  are  accountable,  however,  for  the  slightest  negli- 
gence, notwithstanding  their  exemptions  from  the  rules  pertain- 
ing to  common  carriers  of  property.  Such  are  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  law  pervading  the  American  authorities;  and  though 
there  be  occasionally  slight  deviations  therefrom,  yet  the  general 
ruling  is   in  accordance   with   the   doctrine   here   laid   down.^ 

1 2  Kent's  Corns.,  2  ed.  600;  Story  on  161 ;  Taylor  v.  The  Grand  Trunk  Ry. 
Bu'lmt^nts,  sec.  498,  601,  601a;  Com-  Co.,  48  N.  H.  304;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  229; 
wall  v.  Sullivan  R.  R.  Co.,  28  N.  H.      The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  R.  R. 
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Tlieir  duties  and  liabilities  in  this  respect  extend  as  well  to  the 
appliances  used  as  to  the  manner  of  using  them. 

The  rule  in  regard  to  safe  road  and  appliances  is  not  that  the 
same  shall  be  absolutely  safe  and  perfect,  but  that  the  utmost 
skill,  diligence  and  care  in  preparing  them,  and  the  best  known 
means  of  testing  tlieir  safety,  shall  be  resorted  to  and  need  to 
render  them  so,  and  to  detect  and  discover  defects  and  insecuri- 
ties.* Nor  does  it  mean  that  cars,  or  other  vehicles  and  appliances, 
shall  be  so  constructed  in  regard  to  safety,  that  passengers  may 
not  be  able,  by  their  own  imprudence  or  thoughtlessness,  to  sub- 


Co.  r.  Derby,  14  How.  486;  Steamboat 
New  World  v.  King,  16  How.  474; 
Boyce  v.  An'lerson,  2  Pet.  150;  Stokes 
r.  Saltonstall,  13  Pet.  181;  Pennsylvsi- 
nia  Co.  r.  Roy,  102  U.  S.  451;  S.  C.  1 
Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  225;  Hall  o. 
Conn.  River  Steamboat  Co.,  18  Conn. 
;^19;  Fuller  c.  Naugatuck  R.  R.  Co.,  21 
Conn.  557,  576;  Ingalis  v.  Bills,  9  Met. 
1;  McElroy  and  wife  v.  Nashua  & 
Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  4  C\ish.  400;  Cam- 
den &  Amboy  R.  R.  &  T.  Co.  v.  Burke, 
13  Wend.  626;  Hegeman  v.  Western 
R.  R.  Co.,  3  Kern.  (13  N.  Y.),  9;  Nol- , 
ton  V.  The  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  15  N. 
Y.  444,  446;  Bo  wen  v.  N.  York  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  Y.  408;  Brown  r.  The 
New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  N.  Y. 
(7  Tiffany),  404;  Maverick  and  wife  v. 
Eighth  Avenue  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N.  Y. 
378;  Carroll  v.  Staten  Island  R.  R. 
Co.,  58  N.  Y.  126, 7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  25; 
New  Jersey  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kennard,  21 
Penn.  St.  203;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  As- 
pell.  23  Penn.  St.  147;  Sullivan  v, 
Phila.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Penn. 
St.  234;  Meier  v.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  64 
Penn.  St.  225;  Galena  &  Chi.  Union 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Yarwood,  15  111.  468; 
(galena  &  Chi.  Union  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Fay,  16  111.  558;  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  George.  19  111. 
510;  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Apperson,  49  111.  480;  Pittsburg, 
Cin.  &  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  v.  Thomp- 
son, 56  111.  138;  Wheaton  v.  The  North 


Beach  &  Mission  R.  R.  Co.,  86  Cul. 
590;  Union  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Hand,  7 
EauRas,  380,  392;  Jeffersonville  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Hendricks,  26  Ind.  228;  John- 
son and  wife  v.  The  Winona  &  St. 
Peter  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Minn.  296;  Vir- 
ginia Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sanger,  15 
Gratt.  230;  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Wightman,  29  Gratt.  431,  17 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  351;  Bait.  A  0.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  State,  29  Md.  252;  Kansas  Pa- 
cilic  Ry.  Co.  v.  Miller,  2  Col.  442,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  245;  George  v.  St.  Lou- 
is, Iron  Mountain  &  Southern  Ry.  Co., 
34  Ark.  613;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R. 
R.  Cas.  294;  Holmes  v.  Oregon  &  Cal. 
Ry.  Co.,  6  Sawyer,  262;  S.  C.  5  Fed. 
Repr.  528,  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
623.  And  a  railroad  company  owes  a 
higher  degree  of  care  to  its  passengers 
than  to  mere  strangers:  Jeflfersonville, 
Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Riley,  39  Ind.  568,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
325;  Central  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  r. 
Perry,  58  G a.  461,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
122. 

"Cumberland  Valley  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hughes,  11  Penn.  St.  (1  Jones),  141; 
Meier  v.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Penn.  St. 
225;  Muldowney  v.  111.  Cent.  Ry.  Co., 
36  Iowa,  462;  Virginia  Central  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Sanger,  15  Gratt.  230;  Bait.  & 
O.  R.  R.  Co.  f?.  State,  29  Md.  252; 
George  v.  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  & 
Southern  Ry.  Co.,  34  Ark.  613;  S.  C. 
1   Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Caa.  294.    To 
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ject  tlieniselves  to  injury  by  acts  of  \nllfiilne89  or  Cfirclessncsg 
on  their  part,  entirely  unnecessary  to  the  comforts  of  transit,  as 
has  in  some  eases  been  held — as,  for  instance,  where  a  passenger 
placed  his  arm  out  of  the  window  of  a  moving  car,  and  received 
an  injurj'  thereto,  and  was  held  entitled  to  recover  on  account  of 
the  injury  thus  received.*  This,  the  only  case  of  the  kind  that 
we  remember,  has  been  repudiated  and  overruled  by  subsequent 
decisions,  and  the  contrary  of  the  principles  thereby  asserted  is 
well  settled  by  authority.^  It  were  to  our  mind  as  reasonable  to 
hold  that  doors  are  dano:erous,  and  therefore  neojlinrentlv  con- 
structcd,  when  so  arranged  that  passengers  may  go  out  thereat 
during  transit,  and  receive  injuries  on  the  platform,  or  by  leap- 
ing or  falling  off  the  train,  as  to  assert  such  a  rule  in  regard  to 
windows.  The  passengers  have  no  longer  the  ordinary  claims 
to  immunity  from  injury  when  outside  of  either,  unless  such 
injury  be  wantonly  inflicted  by  the  company  or  its  employes. 
Their  place  is  not  only  inside  the  car,  but  in  their  seats.* 

The  company  is  under  an  implied  obligation  to  have  a  safe  road, 
with  proper  engines  and  coaches;  to  employ  persons  of  competent 
knowledge  and  skill,  and  of  sober  habits,  to  conduct  their  busi- 
ness and  operate  their  trains;^  and  are  bound  to  use  the  utmost 


encumber  the  track  with  constrnction 
materials  and  operations  where  trains 
are  passing,  is  culpable  negligence: 
Virginia  Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sanger, 
supra.  But  although  a  railroad  com- 
pany is  bound  to  bring  to  i's  aid  in  the 
construction  of  its  works  proper  and 
competent  engineering  skill  and 
knowledge,  yet  if  it  has  done  so,  and 
injury  arise  from  floods  or  other  unex- 
pected visitations,  whose  comings  are 
not  foreshadowed  or  indicated  by  the 
ordinary  and  usual  course  of  nature, 
but  are  to  be  regarded  as  providential 
visitations,  the  company  is  not  liable 
for  such  injury:  Pittsburg,  Ft. Wayne 
&  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Gilleland,  56  Penn. 
St.  445. 

*  New  Jersey  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Kennard, 
9  Harris  (21  Penn.  St.),  204;  George  v. 
St.  L.,  I.  M.  &  S.  Ry.   Co.,  supra. 

*  Laing  v.  Colder,  8  Barr  (8  Penn. 


St.),  482;  Sullivan  r.  Phil.  &  Read- 
ing R.  R.  Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  (6  Casey), 
234;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Zebe  and  wife, 
33  Penn.  St.  (9  Casey),  318  j  Pittsburg 
&  Connellsville  R.  R.  Co.  r.  McClurg, 
6  P.  F.  Smith  (56  Penn.  St.),  294; 
Todd  V.  Old  Colony  &  F.  R  R.  R. 
Co.,  3  Allen,  21;  Holbrook  v.  Utica 
&  Sch.  R.  R.  Co.,  12  N.  Y.  236. 

*  Pittsburg  &  Connellsville  R.  R.  Co. 
.€>.  McClurg,  56  Penn.  St.  294. 

*McElroy  v,  Nashua  &  Lowell  R. 
R.  Co.,  4  Cush.  400,  1  Am.  R.  W. 
Cas.  591,  593;  McDonald  v.  The  Chi- 
cago &  Northwestern  R.  R.  Co.,  26 
Iowa,  124,  142;  Camden  &  Amboy 
R.  R.  and  Trana.  Co.  v.  Burke,  13 
Wend.  611;  Laing  o.  Colder  and  an- 
other, 8  Penn.  St.  R.  479;  S.  C.  2 
Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  378;  Meier  v.  Penn. 
R.  R.  Co.,  64  Penn.  St  225.  In  the 
latter  case  it  is  laid  down  as  law  that 
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cara  and  diligence  for  the  comfort  and  safety  of  their  passengers, 
not  only  in  the  management  of  their  trains  and  cars,  but  likewise 
in  all  their  subsidiary  arrangements.*  They  are  under  a  like 
obligation  or  duty  "  to  provide  reasonable  accommodations  at 
stations  for  the  passengers  who  are  invited  and  expected  to  travel 
on  their  roads;" '  and  "are  bound  to  keep  in  a  safe  condition  all 
portions  of  their  platforms  and  approaclies  thereto  to  which  the 
public  do  or  would  naturally  resort,  and  all  portions  of  their  sta- 
tion grounds  reasonably  near  to  the  platforms,  where  passengers 
or  those  who  have  purchased  tickets  with  a  view  to  take  passage 
on  their  cars,  would  naturally  or  ordinarily  be  likely  to  go."  * 
For  injuries  occasioned  to  passengers  by  the  violation  of,  or  omis- 
sion to  perform,  any  of  these  duties,  as  well  as  for  injuries  arising 
from  the  negligence,  unskillfnlness  or  unskillful  manngemcnt 
or  conduct  of  their  agents,  servants  and  employes  in  the  course 
of  their  employnient,  the  company  are  liable,  unless  the  injured 
party,  by  some  misconduct  or  negligence  on  his  part,  also  con- 
tribute to  the  injury  or  the  cause  thereof,  and  provided  the  injured 
party  himself  observed  ordinary  care  to  avoid  injury. 

In  the  case  of  Pittsburg  &  Conncllsville  Kailroad  Company  v. 
McClurg  (suj}ra)y  the  court  below  ruled  in  accordance  with  New 
Jersey  Railroad  Company  v,  Kennard,  9  Harris  (21  Penn.  St.), 
203,  "  that  negligence  is  not  to  be  inferred,  when  injury  accrues 
from  an  exposure  of  an  elbow  or  an  arm  out  of  a  car  window, 
while  the  train  is  moving,  if  it  be  not  willfully  done."  But  re- 
versing the  judgment  below,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 
Thompson,  C.  J.,  say:  "This  can  not  be  maintained  on  any  rea- 
sonable principle,  we  think.  When  a  passenger  on  a  railroad  pur- 
chases his  ticket  it  entitles  him  to  a  scat  in  the  cars.     In  the  seat. 


railroads  must,  in  respect  to  provis- 
ion for  the  safety  of  their  passengers, 
keep  pace  with  science,  art  and  mod- 
em improvement  in  their  applica- 
tion to  the  carriage  of  passengers, 
but  are  not  responsible  for  the  un- 
known as  well  as  the  new. 

*McElroy  v.  Nashua  &  Lowell  R. 
R.  Co.,  4  Cush.  400,  1  Am.  R.  W. 
Ciis.  591 ;  Farwell  v.  Boston  &  Wor- 
cester R.  R.  Co.,  4  Met.  49;  Ingalls 
p.  Bills,  9  Met.  1;  Laing  r.  Colder 
and  another,    8    Penn.   St  R.    478; 


Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R.  &  Trans. 
Co.  V.  Burke,  13  Wend.  611;  Chi.  & 
Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wilson,  63  Til. 
167. 

^McDonald  v.  Chicago  &  North- 
western R.  R.  Co.,  26  Iowa,  124,  139; 
Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Whitfield,  44  Miss.  466;  S.  C.  7  Am. 
R.  699;  Knight  p.  Portland,  Saco  & 
Portsmouth  R.  R.  Co.,  56  Maine.  234. 

» McDonald  v.  The  Chicago  &  North- 
western R.  R.  Co.,  26  Iowa.  124,  145. 
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no  part  of  his  body  is  exposed  to  obstacles  ontside  of  the  car.  lie 
is  secure  there,  ordinarily,  from  any  contact  with  tliein.  Where 
be  is  thus  provided  with  a  seat,  safe  and  secure  in  the  absence  of 
accident  to  the  train,  and  the  carrier  has  a  safe  and  convenient  car, 
well  conducted  and  skillfully  managed,  liis  duty  is  performed  to- 
wards the  passenger.  The  duty  of  the  latter  on  entering  arises, 
namely,  that  he  will  conform  to  all  the  reasonable  rules  and  reg- 
ulations of  the  company  for  occupying,  using  and  leaving  the 
cars;  and,  after  doing  so,  if  injury  befall  him  by  the  negligence 
of  the  carriers,  they  must  answer;  if  he  do  not  so  conform,  but 
is  guilty  of  negligence  therein,  and  is  injured,  although  there 
may  be  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  carriers,  their  servants  and 
agents,  he  can  not  recover:  Sullivan  v.  Read.  Railroad  Co.,  6 
Casey,  234;  The  Penna.  Railroad  Co.  v.  Zebe  and  wife,  9  Id,, 
318."*  In  the  same  case  the  court  say:  "A  passenger,  on 
entering  a  railroad  car,  is  to  be  presumed  to  know  the  use  of  a 
seat,  and  the  use  of  a  window;  that  the  former  is  to  sit  in,  and 
the  latter  is  to  admit  light  and  air.  Each  has  its  separate  use. 
The  seat  he  may  occupy  in  any  way  most  comfortable  to  him- 
self. The  window  he  has  a  right  to  enjoy — but  not  to  occupy. 
Its  use  is  for  the  benefit  of  all,  not  for  the  comfort  alone  of  him 
who  has  by  accident  got  nearest  to  it.  If,  therefore,  he  sit  with 
his  elbow  in  it,  he  does  so  without  authority;  and  if  he  allow  it 
to  protrude  out,  and  is  injured,  is  this  due  care  on  his  part?  lie 
was  not  put  there  by  the  carrier,  nor  invited  to  go  there;  nor 
misled  in  regard  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  a  part  of  his  seat,  nor 
that  its  purposes  were  not  exclusively  to  admit  light  and  air  for 
the  benefit  of  all.  Ilis  position  is,  therefore,  without  authority. 
His  negligence  consists  in  putting  his  limbs  where  they  ought 
not  to  he,  and  liable  to  be  broken  without  his  ability  to  know 
whether  there  is  danger  or  not  approaching.  In  a  case,  there- 
fore, where  the  injur}'  stands  confessed,  or  is  proved  to  have 
resulted  from  the  j)osition  voluntarily  or  thoughtlessly  taken,  in 
a  window,  by  contact  with  ontside  obstacles  or  forces,  it  can  not 
be  otherwise  characterized  than  as  negligence,  and  so  to  be  pro- 
nounced by  the  court.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  rule  in  Massa- 
chusetts: Todd  V.  The  Old  Colony  Railroad  Co.,  3  Allen,  21, 
and  agsgn  in  7  Allen,  207." '    The  same  principle  is  asserted  in 

>  Pittsburg  &  ConnellRville  R.   R.  *  Pittsburg  &  Connellsville   R.    R. 

Co.  V.  McClurg,  56  Penn.  St.  296,  297.      Co.  v,  McClurg,  56  Penn.  St.  297,  298. 
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Penn.  E.  E.  Co.  v.  Zebe  and  wife  {supra);  where  the  suit  was  for 
damages  on  account  of  an  injury  received  in  leaving  the  cars. 
The  injured  party  got  off  on  the  wrong  side,  and  was  there 
struck  by  a  passing  train.  It  was  held  to  be  negligence  in  se 
to  thus  leave  the  car,  and  that  in  the  absence  of  circumstances 
requiring  it,  the  court  below  had  erred  in  not  charging  it  to 
have  been  negligence  in  law. 

The  court  in  that  case  say:  "  It  was  not  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  company  that  they  did  not  by  force  or  barriers  prevent 
the  parties  from  leaving  at  the  wrong  side.  People  are  not  to 
be  treated  as  cattle;  they  are  to  be  presumed  to  act  reasonably 
in  all  given  contingencies,  and  the  company  had  no  reason  to 
expect  anything  else  in  this  case."'  Thus  the  case  of  The  New 
Jersey  R.  R  Co.  v.  Kennard  is  no  longer  authority. 

The  case  cited  from  13  New  York,  of  liegeman  v.  The  West- 
ern Railroad  Company,  was  for  an  injury  to  a  passenger  occa- 
sioned by  the  breaking  of  an  axle  of  one  of  the  cars,  owing  to  an 
alleged  latent  defect  in  the  iron  thereof,  which  could  not  be  dis- 
covered from  external  appearances.  It  was  contended  by  the 
plaintiff  at  the  trial,  that  external  examination  was  not  suffi- 
cient, nor  was  the  good  reputation  of  the  manufacturers,  to 
exonerate  the  defendant,  if  there  were  other  known  means  or 
tests,  used  by  others,  of  detecting  such  internal  defect,  and 
these  means  were  not  resorted  to*  The  court  held  that  such  is 
the  law;  and  that  the  existence  thereof^  and  also  the  question 
as  to  whether  resorted  to  by  defendant,  and  whether  the  break- 
age and  injury  resulted  from  such  defect,  were  questions  for  the 
jury  to  decide.  The  court  say,  Gakdineb,  C.  J.:  "  It  was  said 
that  carriers  of  passengers  are  not  insurers.  This  is  true.  That 
they  were  not  required  to  become  smelters  of  iron,  or  manufact- 
urers of  cars,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  business.  This  also 
must  be  conceded.  What  the  law  does  require  is,  that  the}'  shall 
lumish  a  sufficient  car  to  secure  the  safety  of  their  passengers, 
by  the  exercise  of  the  '  utmost  care  and  skill  in  its  preparation.' 
They  may  construct  it  themselves,  or  avail  themselves  of  the 
services  of  others;  but  in  either  case,  they  engage  that  all  that 
well  directed  skill  can  do  has'been  done  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object.     A  good  reputation  upon  the  part  of  the  builder 

"  Penn.  E.  R.  Co.  v,  Zebe  and  wife,      83  Penn.  St.  (9  Casey),  318. 
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is  very  well  in  itself,  but  ought  not  to  be  accepted  by  the  public, 
or  the  law,  as  a  substitute  for  a  good  vehicle.  What  is  demand- 
ed, and  what  is  undertaken  by  the  corporation,  is  not  merely 
that  the  manufacturer  had  the  requisite  capacity,  but  that  it  was 
skillfully  exercised  in  the  particular  instance."* 

That  court  in  the  same  case,  in  further  illustration  of  the  rule, 
say:  "  It  is  perfectly  undergtood  that  latent  defects  may  exist  un- 
discovenible  hy  the  most  vigilant  examination,  when  the  fabric 
is  completed,  from  which  the  most  serious  accidents  have  and 
may  occur.  It  is  also  well  known,  as  the  evidence  in  this  suit 
tended  to  prove,  and  the  jury  have  found,  that  a  simple  test  (that 
of  bending  the  iron  after  the  axle  was  formed  and  before  it  was 
connected  with  the  wheel)  existed,  by  which  it  could  be  detected. 
This  should  have  been  known  and  applied  by  men  "possessing 
skill  in  that  particular  business.''  It  was  not  known,  or  if  known, 
was  not  applied  by  these  manufacturers.  It  was  not  used  by 
the  defendant,  nor  did  they  inquire  whether  it  had  been  used 
by  the  builders.  They  relied  upon  an  external  examination, 
which  they  were  bound  to  know  would  not,  however  faithfully 
prosecuted,  guard  their  passengers  against  the  danger  arising 
from  concealed  delects  in  the  iron  of  axles,  or  in  the  manufact- 
ure t)f  them.  Ft>r  this  omission  of  duty,  or  want  of  skill,  the 
learned  judge  held  and  I  think  correctly,  that  they  were  lia- 
ble."' 

The  terms  here  used,  however,  by  the  learned  judge,  "  that 
they  (the  company)  shall  furnish  a  sufficient  car  to  secure  the 
safety  of  their  passengers,  by  the  exercise  of  the  utmost  care  and 
skill  in  its  preparation,"  is  not  to  be  understood  as  meaning  that 
the  care  must,  at  all  events,  be  actually  sufficient  to  that  pur- 
po.e,  but  that  it  must  be  as  much  so  as  it  can  be  made  to  be  by 
the  exercise  of  the  utmost  care  and  skill  in  its  preparation;  that 
if  there  be  known  tests  for  the  detection  of  secret  defects,  thev 
must  be  used,  or  else  liability  will  result  from  omission  to  do  so, 
whether  such  omission  be  that  of  the  company,  or  of  the  manu- 
facturers from  whom  the  vehicle  is  procured;    and  that  even 

'  13  N.  Y.   26.    And  to  the   Bame  R.  R.  Co..  58  N.  Y.  126,  7  Am.  Ry. 

p  lint,   see  Sullivan  v.  The  Phila.  &  Rep.  25. 

H  acling  R.  R.  Co..  30  Penn.  St.  (6  >  13  N.  Y.  26,  27. 
C  isL'yj,  234;   Carroll  v,  Staten  Island 
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the  good  name  of  the  latter  may  not  alone  be  relied  on  by  the 
company  for  the  sufficiency  of  the  machinery, 

2.  Bat  not  to  the  highest  degree  of  care  which  the  hnman 
mind  can  attain  to. — But  this  rule  of  greatest  possible  care  is 
not  to  be  understood  as  requiring  the  utmost  degree  of  care 
which  the  human  mind  can  attain  to,  or  is  capable  of  inventing. 
Such  application  of  it  would  involve  such  an  expenditure  as 
would  tend  to  prevent  all  persons  of  ordinary  prudence  from  en- 
gaojing  in  the  business.  It  simply  means  the  greatest  degree  of 
care  that  is  consistent  with  that  particular  mode  of  transporta- 
tion. It  does  not  contemplate  such  a  measure  of  care  as  will 
render  it  practically  impossible  to  continue  the  railroad  trans- 
portation of  passengers.* 

The  rule  that  railroad  companies  are  bound  to  furnish  safe 
materials  and  structures,  and  must  keep  them  in  repair,  extends 
as  well  to  bridges  of  the  company  as  to  any  other  part  of  the 
road  and  its  appurtenances.'  To  effect  this  they  must  do  all  that 
linman  foresight,  care  and  vigilance  can  reasonably  do,  consist- 
ent with  the  mode  of  conveyance  and  practical  operation  of 
tlicir  roads — must  put  them  in  that  condition,  and  keep  them  so. 
This  is  due  as  well  to  the  public  as  to  the  servants  of  the  com- 
pany; and  the  latter,  entering  into  the  service  of  the  company, 
and  the  public,  entering  on  tiie  road  as  passengers,  have  a  right 
to  presume  that  this  has  been  done.' 

They  must  employ  competent,  skillful,  prudent  aiid  sober 
men,  and  see  that  all  things  are  in  proper  repair  and  safe  condi- 
tion, and  provide  proper  appliances,  well  constructed  by  skillful 
workmen,  and  subject  the  same  to  proper  tests  from  time  to 
time,  more  especially  bridges;*  but  having  done  so,  then  they 
are  by  no  means  insurers  of  human  life,  and  are  not  accountable 


*  Taylor  r.  The  Grand  Trunk  Ry. 
Co..  48  N.  H.  304;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R. 
229;  TuUer  r.  Talbofe,  23  111.  357;  Meier 
V.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Penn.  St.  225. 

'  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  Ry.  Co. 
ff,  Conroy,  68  111.  660;  Chi.  &  N.  W. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Taylor  et  al,  adm'r,  69  111. 
461.  • 

•  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  Ry.  Co. 
r.  Conroy,  68  111.  560;  Chi.  &  N.  W. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Taylor  et  a/.,  adm'r,  69  111. 


461.  But  deficient  appliances  will 
not  be  a  ground  of  recovery  by  an 
employe  for  injury  resulting  from  his 
own  rashness,  by  which  he  materially 
contributes  to  the  accident,  as,  for  in- 
stance, running  an  engine  at  a  reck- 
less rate  of  speed:  111.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Patterson,  69  III.  650. 

*  Toledo,  Peoria  and  Warsaw  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Conroy,  68  III.  560. 
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for  the  result  of  latent  defects  which  the  nsnal  and  well  recoo:- 
iiized  tests  of  science  and  art  fail  to  detect.  Nor  are  tliev  liable 
for  accidents  which  skill  and  experience  are  unable  to  foresee 
and  avoid.* 

The  contract  for  transportation  of  a  passenger  implies  on  his 
part  compliance  with  all  the  reasonable  rules  and  regulations 
for  entering,  occupying  and  leaving  the  cars.  If  injury  occurs 
to  him  by  reason  of  his  disregard  thereof,  the  company'  are  not 
liable  in  damages,  although  its  servants  by  negligence  contrib- 
uted to  causing  the  injury.*  On  the  part  of  the  company,  the 
contract  implies  that  it  is  provided  with  staunch  and  road- 
worthy  cars,  and  a  safe  and  suflBcient  railroad — that  is,  as  much 
so  as  the  utmost  foresight  and  care  can  make  them;  that  proper 
means  have  been  taken  beforehand  to  guard  against  every  appa- 
rent danger;  and  that  the  servants  in  charge  are  sober  and  com- 
petent men."  And  if  in  the  performance  of  such  contract  a 
passenger  be  injured,  without  his  own  fault,  the  law  raises, 
'prima,  facie^  the  presumption  of  negligence  against  the  com- 
pany, and  throws  upon  it  the  onu%  of  showing  that  it  did  not 
exist.*  This  legal  presumption  is  repelled  by  proving  that  the 
injury  resulted  from  inevitable  accident,  or  the  act  of  God,  or 
that  it  proceeded  from  something  against  which  human  fore- 
sight and  prudence  could  not  provide;*  but  whatever  these  can 
do  for  the  safety  of  the  passenger,  the  law  requires  the  company 
transporting  him  to  do." 

3.  The  degree  of  care  required  is  not  to  be  measared  by  the 
ability  of  the  company. — The  standard  of  care  and  diligence, 
however,  is  not  dependent  upon  tlie  pecuniary  ability  of  the  par- 
ticular road  or  roads  involved,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  question 
of  its  just  exercise,  but  is  a  standard  alike  for  all,  irrespective  of 
their  pecuniary  condition;  and  an  instruction  to  the  jury  making 
the  degree  of  care  required  dependent  on  the  means  of  the  road 
involved  in  the  action  will  be  error.     Such  a  rule  would  cause  the 

*  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  Ry.  Co.  *  Sullivan  r.  The  Phila.  k  Reading 

r.  Conroy,  68  111. '560.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  234. 

2  Sullivan  v.  The  Phila.  k  Reading  *  Sullivan  r.  The  Phila.  k  Reading 

R.  R.  Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  (6  Casey),  234.  R.  R.  Co.,  30 Penn.  St.  (6  Casey),  234. 

« Sullivan  tJ.  The  Phila.  &  Reading  •  Sullivan  v.  The  Phila.  k  Reading 

R.  R.  Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  (6  Casey),  R.  R.Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  (6  Cajsey),  234. 
234. 
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measure  of  care  and  diligence  required  to  fluctuate  with  the  pe- 
cuniary ability  or  changes  in  the  revenue  of  roads.  Therefore  a 
charge  that  ^'defendants  must  use  such  degree  of  care  as  is  prac- 
ticable, short  of  incurring  an  expense  which  would  render  it  al- 
together impossible  to  continue  the  business,''  is  error,  for  which 
judgment  will  be  reversed.' 

4.  Not  insurers  of  haman  life,  nor  liable  for  inevitable  aoci- 
dent. — ^Kailroad  companies  are  not  insurers  of  the  lives  or  per- 
sons of  passengers,  nor  liable  for  injuries  occasioned  to  them  by 
inevitable  accident.  The  principles  governing  common  carriers 
of  goods  do  not  apply  to  the  carriage  of  passengers.  The  mat- 
ter of  mere  accident  is  a  risk  that  the  traveler  himself  necessa- 
rily assumes.'  By  the  term  mere  accident,  we  necessarily  mean 
an  inevitable  occurrence,  not  to  be  foreseen  and  prevented  by 
vigilance,  care  and  attention,  and  not  occasioned  or  contributed 
to,  in  any  manner,  by  the  act  or  omission  of  the  company,  its 
agents,  employes  or  servants.' 

5.  They  are  bonnd  to  carry  all  sal  table  persons  who  pay. — 
As  common  carriers  of  persons,  railroad  companies  are  ordina- 
rily bound  to  carry,  according  to  their  reasonable  rules  and  reg- 
ulations, and  in  accordance  with  their  regular  time  cards,  all  per- 


^  Taylor  V.  Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Co., 
48  N.  H.  304. 

*  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R.  &  Trans- 
portation Co.  V,  Barke,  13  Wend.  611; 
S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  399;  McPad- 
den  r.  llie  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  44  N.  Y.  478;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R. 
705;  Cleveland,  Painesville  &  Aslitar 
bula  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Curran,  19  Ohio  St. 
1;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  362,  365;  Angell 
on  Carriers,  Bees.  521,  522;  Laing  v. 
Colder  and  another,  8  Penn.  St.  479; 
S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  378;  Meier  v. 
ITie  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Penn.  St. 
225;  Boyce  v,  Anderson,  2  Pet.  150;  2 
Kent,  600  !,2d  ed.);  Knight  v.  The 
Portland,  Saco  &  Portsmouth  R.  R. 
Co.,  56  Maine,  234;  Sawyer  and  others 
V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  R.  R.  Co ,  37 
Mo.  240;  Huelsenkamp  v.  Citizens'  R. 
W.  Co.,  37  Mo.  537;  Jeifersonville  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Hendricks,  26  Ind.  228;  Kan- 


sas Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Miller,  2  Col. 
442,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  245;  Atchison 
&  Neb.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Flinn,  24  Kans. 
627;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
240.  A  contrary  doctrine  is  holden  in 
some  cases,  as  in  Alden  f .  The  New 
York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  N.  Y.  102, 
where  it  is  said  the  company  is  abso- 
lutely bound  to  provide  road-worthy 
vehicles,  or  bound  to  absolute  perfec- 
tion therein,  and  was  therefore  liable 
for  an  injury  occasioned  by  a  crack  in 
the  axle  of  the  car,  although  the 
defect  could  not  have  been  discovered 
by  any  practicable  mode  of  examin- 
ing the  same;  but  such  is  not  the  cur- 
rent of  authorities,  either  in  England 
or  America:  McPadden  v.  N.  Y.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  44  N.  Y.  478. 

'  Carroll  v.  Staten  Island  R.  R.  Co., 
58  N.  Y.  126,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  25. 
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sons  who  apply  to  be  carried,  and  are  ready  to  pay,  and  do  pay, 
the  usual  fare  when  required,  on  such  of  their  ordinary  passen- 
ger trains  as  are  used  to  stop  at  the  stations  to  which  such  per- 
sons are  bound^ — except  persons  of  such  unsuitable  condition, 
character,  conduct,  habits  or  purpose,  hereinafter  mentioned,  as 
may  excuse  the  company  from  receiving  or  retaining  them  in 
their  cars,  or  may  make  it  a  duty  to  other  passengers  to  expel 
them  therefrom. 

The  holder  of  an  ordinary  passenger  ticket  for  passage  on  a 
raih'oad  to  a  given  place,  with  nothing  on  such  ticket  limiting 
its  use  to  any  particular  train  or  trains,  is  entitled  to  a  passage 
by  virtue  thereof  on  any  regular  train  of  the  compatiy  upon 
such  road  which  is  bound  for  tlie  place  of  destination  mentioned 
on  the  ticket,  notwithstanding  a  regulation  of  the  company, 
which  is  unknown  to  such  holder  of  the  ticket,  confining  its  use 
to  a  particular  portion  of  the  trains  passing  over  the  road. 
Thus,  where  a  portion  of  the  daily  trains  of  a  company  con- 
nected, at  the  place  of  railroad  terminations,  with  packet  lines  of 
water  transportation  of  the  company,  by  close  connection,  to  a 
point  still  beyond,  and  by  a  regulation  of  the  company  passen- 
gers bound  for  such  last  mentioned  point  were  required  to  travel 
on  the  trains  thus  connecting  with  the  boats,  the  purchaser  of  a 
ticket  to  such  point  may  not  be  forced  to  wait  for  and  proceed 
upon  a  train  making  such  connection,  if  he  buys  the  ticket  witli- 
out  knowledge  of  the  company's  regulation  in  that  respect,  and 
no  indication  tliereof  is  to  be  found  upon  the  ticket." 

6.  They  may  refuse  to  carry  certain  persons,  or  may  expel 
them  from  the  cars. — Railroad  companies,  as  carriers  of  persons, 
are  not  bound  to  receive  for  carriage,  or  to  carry,  persons  whose 
purpose  whilst  traveling  on  the  cars  is  to  interfere  with  or  injure 
the  business  and  lawful  profits  of  the  company;"  nor  persons 
who  are  of  known  and  notoriously  bad,  or  even  justly  suspicious, 
character;*  or  persons  oflfensively  gross  and  immoral  in  their 

^Aogell  on  Law  of  Carriers,  sees.  PacketCk>.,37  la.  145, 8  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 

624,  525;  Beekman  v.  The  Saratoga  &  101. 

Schenectady  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Paige,  45;  'Maroney  r.  Old  Colony  &  Newport 

S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  503;  Cheney  Ry.  Co.,  106  Mass.  153. 

r.  The  Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  11  'Jencks  p.  Coleman,  2Sumn.  C.  C. 

Met.  121;  Westchester  &  Philadel-  R.  221. 

phia  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Miles,  55  Penn.  St.  *  Jencks  v,  Coleman,  2  Sunin.  C.  C. 

209;    Coger  v.  Northwestern  Union  R.  221. 
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conduct,  habits  or  behavior;  nor  so  intoxicated  as  to  be  offen- 
sive;* nor  such  as  will  not  conform  to  the  reasonable  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  company  in  respect  to  the  carriage  of  passen- 
gers, they  being  informed  thereof,  or  otherwise  having  knowl- 
edge of  the  same;'  nor  such  as  refuse  to  pay  their  fare,  or  to  pro- 
cure tickets  before  entering  the  train.'  Moreover,  such  objection- 
able persons,  for  the  objections  aforesaid,  may  not  only  be  refused 
admission  into  the  cars  of  the  company,  if  their  objectionable 
conduct,  purpose,  character  or  intention  be  known  previous  to 
such  admission,  but  having  been  received  thereon,  may  be  ex- 
pelled therefrom  on  rendering  themselves  openly  obnoxious  to 
any  of  said  objections;  the  officer  in  charge  using  no  more  force 
or  offensiveness  than  becomes  necessary  to  effect  such  expul- 


sion. 


■  Jencks  r.  Coleman,  2  Sumn.  C.  C. 
R.,  221;  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  &  St. 
Louis  Ry.  Co.  v.  Vandyne,  67  Ind.  576, 
18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  454.  But  if  the  in- 
toxication be  but  slight,  not  aifectlng 
the  conduct  of  the  pas.senger,  the  rail- 
road company  will  not  be  justified  in 
refusing  to  receive  and  carry  him:  P., 
C.  &  St.  L.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Vandyne,  supra. 
And  see  Brown  v,  Memphis  &  Charles- 
ton Ry.  Co.,  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
247 (U.S.  Cir.  Ct.  Westn.Dist.Tenn., 
Apr.  25,  1881),  limiting  the  general 
language  of  Jencks  r.  C/Oleman,  supra. 
In  this  case  it  is  said  that  although  a 
female  passenger,  whose  reputation  is 
so  notoriously  bad  as  to  furnish 
grounds  to  believe  her  conduct  will  be 
offensive,  or  whose  demeanor  at  the 
time  is  offensive,  may  properly  be  re- 
moved, yet  for  unchastity  not  affecting 
her  conduct,  and  fm-nishing  no  reason- 
able ground  of  apprehension  that  she 
will  misbehave,  she  can  not  be  re- 
moved. 

'  Jencks  v.  Coleman,  2  Sumn.  C.  C. 
R.,  221 ;  State  v.  Chovin,  7  Iowa,  204; 
Crocker  v.  New  London,  Williman- 
tic&  Palmer  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Conn. 
249. 

•  State  p.  Chovin,  7  Iowa,  204;  Crock- 


er p.  New  London,  Willimantic  & 
Palmer  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Conn.  249;  P., 
C.  &  St.  L.  Ry.  Co.  p.  Vandyne,  su- 
pra. Nor  one  who  has  purchased  his 
ticket,  though  innocently,  with  coun- 
terfeit money:  Memphis  &  Charles- 
ton R.  R.  Co.  p.  Chastine,  54  Miss.  503, 
17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  430.  Any  per- 
son may  purchase  a  land  exploring 
ticket,  even  a  resident  of  the  state  to 
which  the  excursion  is  conducted,  pro- 
vided no  misrepresentations  are  used 
to  obtain  it;  but  if  limited  by  its 
terms  to  the  purchaser's  use,  no  other 
can  use  it;  Gregory  v,  Burlington  & 
Mo.  River  R.  R.  Cp.,  10  Neb.  250;  S. 
C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  270.  Pos- 
session of  the  ticket  is  prima  facie  ev- 
idence of  ownership:  Ibid.  Even  if 
the  ticket  be  obtained  by  false  repre- 
sentations, the  contract  is  only  voida- 
ble, not  void,  and  the  company  could 
not  retain  the  excess  over  regular  fare 
and  eject  the  passenger:  Ibid. 

♦State  p.  Chovin,  7  Iowa,  204; 
Stone  p.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co., 
47  la.  82,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  461; 
Crocker  v.  New  London,  Willimantic 
&  Palmer  R.,R.  Co.,  24  Conn.  249; 
Murphy  p.  Union  Ry  Co.,  118  Mass. 
228,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  282;  New  Or- 
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Passengers  are  entitled  to  civil  treatment  from  condnctors,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  are  bound  to  obey  the  lawful  re- 
quirements, rules  and  regulations  in  reference  to  persons  being 
carried  on  the  trains,  for  the  comfort  not  only  of  other  passen- 
gers, but  for  the  safety  of  the  trains;  and  if  rebellious  in  that  re- 
spect, or  personally  offensive  in  resisting  such  rules  and  vio- 
lating good  order,  by  act,  or  by  violent,  or  profane,  or  obscene 
language,  unsuitable  to  the  presence  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
upon  the  train,  they  may  be  ejected  by  using  no  more  force 
than  is  reasonably  necessary  to  that  end.* 

The  more  general  rule  is,  that  passengers  upon  a  railroad  train 
without  tickets,  who  decline  to  pay  their  fare,  may  be  put  off  the 
train  by  the  conductor,  he  using  no  more  force  than  is  necessary 
to  effect  their  removal,  in  case  of  their  refusal  to  leave.* 
Nor  is  the  conductor  bound  to  proceed  to  a  station  before  doing 
so,  but  he  may  stop  the  train  between  stations,  and  there  put 
such  passengers  off.  To  require  them  to  be  carried  to  the  sta- 
tion would  inijiose  on  the  company  the  carriage  of  them  for 
nothing;  and  so  on,  upon  the  next  train  coming  along,  from 
train  to  train,  and  from  station  to  station,  to  their  journey's 
end.' 

The  force  to  be  used  on  such  occasions  is  that  only  which  is 


leans,  St.  Louis  &  ChicajfO  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Burke.  53  Miss.  200. 9  Am.  Ky.  Rep. 
308;  M.  &C.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Cbastine, 
supra.  And  the  company  will  be  lia- 
ble, if  they  fail  to  eject  such  persons, 
for  injury  inflicted  by  them  on  other 
passengers:  New  Orleans.  St.  L.  &  C. 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Burke,  supra.  And  a 
person  thus  ejected  for  non-pay- 
ment of  fare,  who  afterwards  re-enters 
the  train,  must  pay  his  fare  from  the 
station  where  he  first  entered  the 
train,  and  not  merely  from  the  point 
where  he  was  ejected,  otherwise  he 
may  be  again  expelled  from  the  train: 
Stone  V.  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  supra. 
And  the  question  of  his  good  intent 
or  purpose  will  not  aid  him:  Ibid, 

1  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Williams, 
55  111.  185;  Chi.,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co. 
V,  Griffin,  68  III.  499.    The  case  of 


Stone  V,  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  supra^ 
announces  a  different  doctrine,  hold- 
ing that  by  the  refusal  of  a  passenger 
to  pay  his  fare,  he  deprives  himself  of 
the  right  to  courteous  treatment,  and 
can  not  complain  of  the  misconduct  of 
employes  of  the  company.  This  case, 
howcrver.  was  one  of  contract  for  fail- 
ure to  carry.  In  cases  of  tort,  they 
say,  the  contrary  rule  prevails. 

nicClure  r.  The  Phila.,  Wilming- 
ton &  Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Md. 
632;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  345;  State  v.  Cho- 
vin.  7  Iowa.  204;  Crocker  r.  New  TiOn- 
don,  Willimantic  &  Palmer  R.  tt.  Co., 
24  Conn.  249;  Downs  v,  N.  York  &  N. 
Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  36  Conn.  287. 

"McClure  v.  The  Phila.,  Wilming- 
ton  &  Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Md. 
532;  State  v.  Chovin,  7  lo^a,  204. 
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necessary,  and  no  more.'  Nothing  should  be  done,  or  even  said, 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  showing  authority,  or  gratifying  the 
pride  of  aiithority  or  feelings  of  the  officer,  who,  on  the  contrary, 
should  not  allow  himself  to  become  excited  unnecessarily  on  the 
subject,  but  should  meet  it  coolly,  and  as  a  mere  matter  of  duty.* 
The  passenger  should  first  bo  informed  of  the  occasion  and 
necessitj'  for  leaving,  and  the  train  brought  to  a  standstill  to  en- 
able  him  safely  to  do  so.  He  shonld  then  be  civilly  requested 
to  leave,  and  if  he  refuses,  the  conductor  should  then  lay  his 
hands  on  him  gently  and  request  him  to  leave;  if  he  still  refuse, 
tlie  officer  may  then  nse  force,  and  if  resisted  by  using  blows, 
should  call  to  his  assistance  a  sufficient  number  of  those  em- 
ployed in  running  the  train  to  effect  the  removal.* 

But  it  is  holden  that,  in  a  suit  which  involves  the  readiness 
of  a  party  to  pay  the  fare  of  a  railroad,  that  a  formal  and  strictly 
legal  tender  thereof  should  be  alleged  in  the  pleadings.*  If  ready 
and  willing  to  pay,  and  the  party  offers  to  pay  the  same  when  it 
is  demanded  by  the  conductor,  then  he  has  a  right  to  be  carried, 
if  there  be  no  other  objection,  and  there  be  room  in  the  cars.* 
Tiiis  results  from  the  nature  of  the  duty  of  the  company, 
which  is  to  receive  and  carry  all  persons  as  passengers  wishitig 
to  become  such,  provided  they  in  good  faith  offer  to  pay  the 
usual  fare.* 

Some  authorities  maintain  that  the  refractory  or  delinquent 
passenger  is  to  be  carried  to  the  next  station,  and  under  no  cir- 
cumstances, for  mere  non-payment  of  fare,  is  to  be  put  off  be- 
tween stations;^  but  such  is  not  believed  to  be  the  correct  rule 
except  where  required  by  statute.  In  case,  however,  the  passen- 
firer  be  sick,  or  au:ed,  or  lame,  or  a  child  or  a  delicate  woman,  the 
expulsion  should  never  be  elsewhere  than  at  a  regular  station. 
It  is  laid  down  as  a  rule  of  law  that  sick  or  aged  persons,  del- 
icate women,  persons  lame  or  infirm,  and  children,  are  entitled 
to  more  care  and  attention,  and,  we  would  add,  more  tolerance 

>  McClure  r.  Phila.,  Wilminflrton  &  of  California,  34  Cal.  616. 

Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Md.  5:^2;  S.  ^TarWl  r.  Cent.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

C.  6  Am.  R.  345;    Shedd  v.  Troy  &  of  California,  134  Cal.  616.     . 

Boston  R.  R.  Co.,  40  Vt.  88.  ^Tarbell  ».  Cent.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

'  Crocker  v.  New  London,  Williman-  of  California,  34  Cal.  616. 

tic  &  Palmer  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Conn.  249.  ^  It  is  80  in  Illinois  by  statute:  Chi. 

» ih'xH.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  p.   Flagg,  43  lil. 

*  Tarbell  r.   Cent.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  364. 
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and  kindness,  from  the  company's  servants,  than  persons  of  good 
health,  tvnd  laboring  under  no  disabilities  or  infirmities/ 

The  company  may  discriminate,  as  to  the  price  of  carriage  of 
passengers,  between  those  who  pay  upon  the  train  and  those  who 
purchase  tickets  before  embarking;  and  may  therefore  exact  a 
larger  sum  for  passage  from  the  former  than  the  price  of  tickets 
at  the  station.  Moreover,  when  entitled  to  such  enlarged  sum, 
if  payment  thereof  be  not  made,  and  the  passenger  has  no  ticket, 
the  Cimductor  may  remove  such  passenger  from  the  train,  by 
using  no  more  force  for  such  purpose  than  is  necessary,  and  re- 
sorting to  no  unnecessary  harshness.' 

In  the  case  of  Crocker  v.  The  New  London,  Willimantic  & 
Palmer  E.  R.  Co.,  above  cited,  the  rule  is  asserted  that  the  case 
is  not  d liferent  if  the  oflSce  was  closed,  and  the  passenger  could 
not  procure  a  ticket;  that  railroad  companies  are  not  bound  to 
keep  open  an  office  to  sell  tickets,  or  bound  to  sell  tickets  at  all, 
for  that  matter,  and  though  willing  to  carry  for  less  on  a  ticket 
than  for  cash  paid  on  the  car,  yet  no  obligation  roets  on  them  to 
afford  at  all  times  convenience  to  buy  them;  that  the  offer  to  sell 
tickets,  contained  in  posted  notices,  is  not  a  continuous  one  any 
longer  than  the  office  is  open  for  their  sale,  and  does  not  amount 
to  a  contract  until  accepted  by  the  other  party;  and  that  a  mere 
desire  or  willingness  to  accept,  fixes  no  liability  on  the  company. 
But  in  a  more  numerous  class  of  cases  it  is  held  that,  to  enti- 
tle the  company  to  charge,  and  the  conductor  to  exact,  such  in- 
creased rate  of  passage  by  reason  of  the  passenger  not  having 
procured  a  ticket  before  embarking,  and  to  authorize  the  expul- 
sion of  a  passenger  from  the  cars  for  refusing  to  pay  such  en- 
larged price,  the  company  must  in  good  faith  afford  to  passen- 
gers a  reasonable  and  proper  opportunity  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  advantage  by  purchasing  tickets,  and  thereby  avoid  the  dis- 
advantaires  of  such  discrimination.' 


'  Sheridan  r.  The  Brooklyn  City  & 
Newtown  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tif- 
fany), 39. 

2  Du  Laurans  v.  St.  Panl  &  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  49;  S.  C.  2  Am. 
R.  102;  The  State  p.  Chovin,  7  Iowa, 
20 J;  Crocker  v.  New  London,  Willi- 
mantic &  Palmer  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Conn. 
249. 


•Du  Laurans  v.  The  St.  Paul  &  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  49;  S.  C.  2 
Am.  R.  104;  Chi.,  Burlington  ^  Quin- 
cy  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Parks,  18  111.  464;  St. 
Louis,  Alton  &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co  v.  Dal- 
by,  19  111.  364:  Jeffersonville  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Ro^rs,  28  Tnd.  3;  Evans  p.  Mem- 
phis &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.,  56  Ala. 
2.6,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  350. 
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If  a  passenger  tender  to  a  conductor  a  less  sura  than  the  actual 
rate  of  fare  to  a  particular  place,  in  good  faith,  and  intending  it 
as  fare  for  that  station,  and  the  same  be  received  by  the  con- 
ductor, he  knowing  at  the  time  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  ten- 
dered, such  conductor  may  not  retain  the  amount  and  still  refuse 
to  carry  the  passenger  to  the  indicated  point.  If  he  will  put  the 
passenger  off  at  an  earlier  station,  or  other  place  than  that  of  his 
destination,  he  must  return  the  amount  received,  and  place  the 
passenger  in  the  position,  in  that  respect,  in  which  he  was  be- 
fore payment  of  the  money.  He  may  not  be  set  down  at  some 
intermediate  station  corresponding  in  distance  to  the  amount  so 
paid,  and  the  conductor,  for  passage  thus  far,  retain  the  passage 
money.* 

And  so  in  regard  to  a  person  traveling  on  a  commutation 
tick-et;  a  condition  annexed  to  such  ticket,  that  to  enable  the 
liolder  to  have  its  beneiits,  he  should  exhibit  it  to  the  conductor 
on  every  trip,  or  else,  if  not  shown  when  requested,  should  pay 
the  regular  fare  for  such  trip,  is  a  reasonable  one,  and  on  not 
complying  with  it  when  requested  by  the  conductor,  a  passenger 
becomes  liable,  as  other  passengers,  to  pay  the  ordinary  fare,  and 
on  refusal  to  do  so  niaj'  be  put  off  the  cars  by  such  conductor; 
and  if  no  unlawful  m^ans  or  acts  be  resorted  to  in  expelling  him, 
no  action  will  lie  for  such  expulsion.' 

Tiie  ruling  in  Michigan  is,  that  at  common  law  the  company 


'  Dn  Laurans  v,  St.  Paul  &  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  49;  S.  C.  2  Am. 
R.  102. 

*  Downs  V.  N.  Y.  &  New  Haven  R. 
R.  Co.,  86  Conn.  2«7;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R. 
77.  And  see  Crawford  v.  Cincinnati, 
Hamilton  &  Dayton  R.  R.  Co.,  26 
Ohio  St  580,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  387.  A 
thousand-mile  ticket,  ^ood  only  be- 
tween certain  dates,  will  not  be  avail- 
able aft>er  those  dates,  even  though  its 
use  bad  been  permitted  for  a  time 
after  its  expiration:  Sherman  v.  Chi- 
cago &  Northwestern  Ry.  Co.,  40  la. 
4-\  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  410.  And  see 
Powell  f>.  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  &  St. 
Lonis  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Ohio  St.  70.  13 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  477;  Lillis  v,  St.  Louis, 


Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  464, 17  Am.  Ry.  R^p.  220.  Where 
the  plaintiff  bought  a  season  ticket, 
good  for  one  month,  and  left  a  deposit 
with  the  company,  a.gi-eeing  to  be 
bound  by  certain  conditions,  among 
others  that  the  ticket  was  to  be  de- 
livered up  the  day  afler  its  expiration, 
nnd  that  on  failure  so  to  do  the  deposit 
was  to  be  forfeited;  it  was  held  the 
performance  of  the  conditions  was  a 
condition  precedent  to  the  return  of 
the  deposit,  and  the  ticket  not  being 
delivered  up  until  a  few  days  after  its 
expiration,  the  deposit  could  not  be  re- 
covered: Cooper  t>.  TiOndon,  Brighton 
&  South  Coast  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.,  4 
Exch.  Div.  88. 
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are  not  required  to  carry  a  passenger,  who  is  wrongfiillr  alKiard 
the  train  as  snch,  to  anv  particnlar  place  or  station  before  exer- 
cising the  right  of  expulsion,  but  may  put  him  off  the  cars  at  any 
place  that  will  not  expose  him  to  peril,  if  the  same  be  done 
without  any  more  force  than  is  necessary,  and  be  nnaccorapanied 
by  any  wrong  act'  The  conductor  is  regarded  as  supreme  in 
authority  on  the  train,  as  if  a  captain  on  board  ship,  and  his  acts 
in  the  line  of  his  business  are  tlie  acts  of  the  company,  for 
which  it  is  liable;  but  not  for  his  acts  of  wantonness  or  malice, 
unconnected  with  the  discharge  of  his  duties.' 

The  rule  of  the  statute,  in  Illinois,  that  for  non-payment  of 
fare,  or  for  want  of  a  ticket,  passengers  may  only  be  expelled 
from  the  cars  at  regular  stations,'  does  not  apply  to  expulsions 
for  disorderly  conduct,  or  disobedience  of  the  reasonable  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  company*.  The  right  to  expel  for  these  is 
as  at  common  law;*  and  its  exercise  is  a  duty  which  the  company 
owe  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  the  comfort  and  safety  of  its 
passengers,  as  also  to  the  cause  of  good  order  and  morals. 

7.  Acoommodation  and  treatment  of  passensers. — A  railroad 
company,  as  carriers  of  passengers  for  hire,  are  not  only  under 
obligation  to  extend  to  passengers  a  reasonable  degree  of  con- 
venience and  comfort  for  their  approach  to  and  reception  on  to 
the  trains,  but  also  to  use  every  reasonable  care  and  precaution 
for  their  safety  whilst  passing  over  the  road.*  Transportation 
by  railway  is  one  of  the  highest  efforts  of  science  and  art,  and 
imposes  upon  those  employed  in  it  a  degree  of  care  and  circum- 
spection unknown  to  other  modes  of  conveyance.  It  implies 
also  authority  in  the  direction  and  management  thereof.* 

It  is  also  the  duty  of  railroad  companies  to  protect  their  female 


'The  Great  Western  R.  W.  Co.  of 
Canada  r.  Miller,  19  Mich.  (1  C.arke), 
305. 

2  The  Great  Western  R.  W.  Co.  of 
Canada  v.  Miller,  19  Mich.  (1  Clarke), 
305:  Detroit  Daily  Post  Co.  v.  McAr- 
thar.  16  Mich.  447. 

« Chi.  k  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Flagg, 
43  111.  364. 

Mil.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Whitte- 
more,  43  111.  420. 

»  Hibbard  v.  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co., 


15  N.  Y.  455;  Allender  v.  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  43  la. 
276.  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  443;  Central  R. 
R.  &  Banking  Co.  v.  Perry,  53  Ga. 
461,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  122.  Whether 
it  18  the  duty  of  employes  to  assist 
pa-ssengers  getting  on  the  cars  dep?nd.s 
on  circumstances,  and  should  be  left 
to  the  jury:  AUender  v,  C,  R.  I.  &  P. 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra, 

« Hibbard  v.  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co., 
15  N.  Y.  455 
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passengers  from  insult,  or  from  indecent  approaches  or  assaults; 
and  if  a  conductor  is  guilty  of  such  conduct  the  company  is 
liable  in  compensatory  damages.'  And  so  they  are  liable,  in  a 
similar  rule  of  damages,  if  they  fail  to  eject  from  the  cars 
drunken,  disorderly,  or  riotous  persons,  who  assault  or  annoy 
other  passengers.' 

While  it  is  the  duty  of  railroad  companies  to  provide  safe  and 
convenient  means  of  egress  and  ingress  to  and  from  its  cars,  they 
are  not  liable  without  some  proof  of  negligence  in  that  regard. 
And  so  where  a  passenger  fractured  her  kne^  cap  in  simply  step- 
ping from  the  lowest  step  of  the  cAr  platform  to  the  ground, 
without  any  apparent  external  cause,  no  presumption  of  negli- 
gence arises.'     . 

The  ears  of  the  company  must  not  onlj'  come  to  a  standstill  at 
the  stations,  but  must  so  remain  a  sufficient  length  of  time  in 
which  to  allow  passengers  to  leave  the  cars  in  safety;  and  if 
they  do  not,  and  injury  ensues  by  reason  thereof,  the  injured 
party,  if  not  himself  in  any  manner  contributing  to  the  injury, 
will  be  entitled  to  his  action  for  the  damages  occasioned  there- 
by.* In  some  of  the  states,  however,  as,  tor  instance,  in  Illinois 
and  Georgia,  instead  of  contributory  negligence,  the  rule  of  com- 
jmrative  negligence  prevails.  By  this  rule,  the  negligence  of  the 
parties  is  compared  and  weighed,  and  to  hold  the  company  lia- 
ble, its  negligence  must  be  greater  than  that  of  the  plain tiflF.' 

The  case  of  the  Pennsylvania  Kailroad  Company  v,  Kiigore, 
32  Pennsylvania  St.  292,  above  cited,  involved  an  injury  to  a 


*  Craker  r.  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Ry.  Co.,  36  Wis.  657,  9  Am.  Ry. 
Rep. 118. 

*  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis  &  Chicagro 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Burke,  53  Miss.  200,  9  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  308;  Putnam  p.  Broadway  & 
Seventh  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  55  N.  Y.  (10 
Sick.),  108,  113. 

■  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Napheys,  90  Penn.  St. 
l:(5;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
52. 

♦Toledo,  W.  &  W.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Bad- 
deley,  54  111.  19;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  71; 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Kiigore,  32 
Penn.  St.  (8  Casey),  292;  Fairmount  & 


Arch  Street  Pass.  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Stut- 
ler,  54  Penn.  St.  375;  JefFersonville 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hendricks,  26  Ind.  228; 
Davis  V,  The  Chicago  &  N.  Western 
Ry.  Co.,  18  Wis.  175;  Imhoff  v.  Chi- 
cago &  Mil.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  Wis.  681; 
Howell  V.  St.  Charles  Street  R.  R.  Co., 
22  La.  An.  603;  Westei-n  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Young.  51  Geo.  489;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R. 
W.  Repp.  a52. 

*  Chicago  &  N.W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Simon- 
son,  54  111.  504;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  155; 
Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Younpr,  51  Geo. 
489;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  W.  Reps.  852; 
post,  chap.  52,  subdn.  2. 
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lady  passenger,  received  in  the  act  of  leaving  the  cars.  The 
court  referred  to  the  jury  t!ie  question  whether  reasonable 
time  was  given  for  her  to  leave.  The  jury,  in  finding  for 
plaintiff,  necessarily,  to  arrive  at  such  conclusion,  found  that 
reasonable  time  was  not  allowed.  The  court  say:  "It  is  an 
established  fact,  then,  that  the  company  did  not  give  her,  in  the 
actual  circumstances  in  which  she  was  placed,  reasonable  time  to 
leave  the  cars  in  safety."  The  circumstances  were  that  she  was 
a  sickly  woman,  with  three  small  children  in  her  charge;  that 
while  she  was  engaged  in  getting  them  off,  the  cars  started,  and 
she  leaped  to  the  platform,  on  which  one  of  the  children  had 
fallen,  and  in  so  doing  she  fell  between  the  cars  and  the  platform, 
and  was  injured.  The  Supreme  Court,  whilst  fully  recognizing 
the  correctness  of  the  doctrine  that  it  is  negligence  to  attempt  to 
leave  a  moving  train,  held,  and  no  doubt  correctly  so,  that  the 
company  having  involved  her  in  an  attempt  to  leave,  or  into  the 
act  of  leaving,  and  yet  denied  to  her  time  to  accomplish  it,  her 
efforts  to  do  so  were  not  to  be  imputed  to  her  as  negligence;  and 
that  the  case  was  not  parallel  with  one  in  which,  there  having  been 
no  stop  made  at  all,  the  passenger  nevertheless,  when  about  to  be 
carried  past  his  station,  injures  himself  by  leaping  from  the 
moving  train.  The  court  held,  substantially,  and  so  said,  that  it 
would  be  as  unreasonable  to  impute  negligence  to  the  person 
thus  endeavoring  to  leave  in  the  one  case,  when  the  cars  had 
stopped  to  enable  her  to  do  so,  as  it  would  be  to  hold,  in  the  other 
case,  that  leaping  from  a  passing  train  is  not  negligence.* 

If,  however,  the  train  stops  a  re«asonable  time  for  the  passen- 
gers to  leave  the  cars  in  a  comfortable  manner,  and  a  passenger, 
instead  of  availing  himself  thereof  to  retire  from  the  car,  delays 
getting  off,  as  he  might  have  done,  until  the  car  is  moving  or 
about  to  move,  and  is  therefore  injured,  without  the  negligence 
of  the  company,  or  other  circumstance  on  its  part  than  the 
movements  of  the  train  in  leaving,  then  in  such  case  the  injured 
party  can  not  recover  against  the  company."     In  the  case  here 

*  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kilgore,  time  be  g^ven  or  not,  or  no  stop  shall 
32  Penn.  St.  (8  Casey),  292,  296.  be  made,  it  is  careless  to  attempt  to 

*  Illinois  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Slatton,  leave  the  car  when  it  is  in  motion;  and 
54  III  1^3-3;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  109;  Jef-  if  one  is  injured  in  so  doing  there  can 
t'»»rsonville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hendricks,  26  be  no  recovery,  unless  the  injury  be 
Ind.  228.    And  whether  a  reasonable  wantonly  caused:   Jeffersonville  R.  R, 
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Cited,  the  Siiprenie  Court  of  Illinois,  Breese,  Justice,  say:  "The 
proof  is  abundant  that  the  train  stopped  an  unusual  time — for  a 
time  sufficient  to  enable  the*  passengers  to  leave  it  safely.  If 
the  deceased  did  not  avail  of  this  opportunity,  but  chose  to  at- 
tempt to  get  off  when  the  train  was  again  in  motion,  and  tliis 
without  the  direction  or  knowledge  of  any  employe  on  the  train, 
it  was  his  folly,  and  the  consequences  of  it  must  rest  u])on  him 
alone." ' 

In  case  of  runninj^  arrangements  between  two  railroad  com- 
panies, by  which  their  trains  meet  at  a  particular  junction,  and 
passengers  are  received  from  each  on  to  the  other  upon  through 
tickets,  it  is  the  duty  and  obligation  of  each  company  to  afford 
a  reasonable  time  for  the  transfer  of  passengers  and  their  bag- 
gage;' and  if  such  reasonable  time  be  not  given,  and  a  passenger 
tlnis  transferring  from  one  train  to  the  other  receives  an  injury 
in  attempting  to  enter  on  the  train  to  which  he  is  transferring,  he 
will  not  be  held  to  so  strict  a  rule  as  to  contributory  negligence, 
under  circumstances  thus  calculated  to  confuse  and  disconcert 
him,  growing  out  of  the  faihire  of  the  opposite  party  to  strictly 
perform  its  duty,  as  he  would  be  under  ordinary  circumstances.* 
And  of  the  question  of  negligence  under  the  circumstances  the 
jury  are  the  judges.* 

By  the  rule  in  Illinois,  although  a  passenger  who  voluntarily 
leaps  from  a  train  while  it  is  in  rapid  motion,  for  no  other  reason 
tlian  that  he  is  being  carried  past  his  station,  is  guilty  of  such 
gross  negligence  that  he  can  not  recover  for  injuries  received,  as 
this  would,  in  such  case,  be  an  entire  absence,  on  his  part,  of  or- 
dinary care,*  yet  in  case  the  station  is  reached  and  called,  but  not 
a  reasonable  opportunity  and  time  allowed  in  which  to  leave  the 
car  before  the  train  proceed  again,  and  the  passenger,  before  the 
motion  becomes  at  all  rapid,  and  whilst  stepping  from  the  train 
would  not  seem  dangerous  to  a  person  of  ordinary  prudence,  at- 
tempts to  leave  and  is  injured,  he  may  in  such  case,  and  under 
such  circumstances,  recover  for  the  injury;  forasnjuch  as  the  pas- 
Co.  r.  Hendricks,  26  Ind.  228,  23*^;  'Johnson  v.  West  Chester  &  Phila. 
Jeffersonville  B.  B.  Co.  v.  Swift,  26  B.  B.  Co.,  70  Penn.  St.  357. 
Ind.  459.  *  Johnson  v.  West  Chester  &  Phila. 

» 54  111.  ia9.  B.  B.  Co.,  70  Penn.  St.  357. 

•  Johnson  v.  West  Chester  &  Phila.  *  111.  Cent.  B.  B.  Co.  v.  Able,  59  111. 

E.  E.  Co.,  70  Penn.  St.  357.  131. 
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senger  in  such  case  is  chargeable  with  no  appreciable  negligence, 
and  the  company  is  guilty  of  a  flagrant  breach  of  duty.^  If,  how- 
ever, the  passenger  in  such  case  remain  aboard  the  train,  and 
submit  to  being  carried  past  Ins  place  of  destination,  under  the 
circumstances  before  stated  as  to  want  of  a  reasonable  opportu- 
nity to  leave,  he  will  be  entitled  to  his  action  against  the  company, 
and  may  recover  therein  reasonable  damages,  as  the  same  may 
have  accrued  to  him  from  being  carried  past  his  place  of  destina- 
tion.' 

Passengers  are  entitled  to  a  reasonable  time  at  stations  in 
which  to  leave  the  cars  in  safety;*  but  the  age  or  decrepitude  of 
a  passenger  is  not  to- determine  the  length  of  time  or  stoppage. 
There  must  be  a  reasonable  time,  whether  the  passengers  be 
young  or  old.* 

Passcnii:ei'8  purcliasing  tickets  which  purport  to  be  general  in 
their  nature  as  to  ordinary  passenger  trains,  may  not  be  pre- 
cluded from  traveling,  by  virtue  thereof,  on  regular  trains,  al- 
though there  be  rules  of  the  company  confining  their  use  to  a 
certain  class  of  trains,  or  to  certain  special  trains,  unless  the  pur- 
chase of  such  tickets  be  made  with  knowledge  of  sueli  rules,  and 
that  the  tickets  are  not  available  on  regular  trains.^  In  such 
cases,  if  a  controversy  arise  in  law  as  to  the  right  of  the  holder 
to  use  such  ticket  upon  ordinary  general  trains,  parol  evidence 
may  be  given  to  prove  notice  to  the  ]>assenger,  at  the  time  of 
the  purchase  of  the  ticket,  that  it  would  be  goo<l  only  on  certain 
trains,  and  would  not  enable  him  to  pass  upon  the  general  or 
regular  trains  of  the  company.^ 

A  passenger  in  a  railway  train  is  entitled  to  the  ordinary  com- 
fort of  a  seat  therein,  and  is  not  bound  to  pay  fare,  or  to  surren- 
der his  ticket,  if  he  has  a  ticket,  until  a  seat  be  furnished  to  him.' 
But  he  can  not,  though  no  seat  be  allowed  him,  remain  on  the  train 
and  pass  free  thereon  until  he  obtains  a  seat,  and  then  retain  his 
ticket  and  pay  fare  only  from  that  point  to  his  place  of  destination.* 

'  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Able,  supra.  Ry.  Co.,  106  Mass.  153. 

« 111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Able,  59  111.  'Maroney  v.  Old  Colony  &  Newport 

131.  Ry.  Co.,  106  Mass.  153. 

*  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  'Davis  t>.  Kansas  City,  St.  Joe  & 
Co.  V.  Bad  leley,  54  111.  19.  24,  25.  Council  Bluffs  R.  R.  Co.,  53  Mo.  317. 

*  Toledo.  Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  « Davis  v.  Kansas  City,  St.  Joe  & 
Co.  V.  Baddeley,  54  111.  19,  24,  25.  Council  Bluffs  R.  R.  Co.,  53  Mo.  317. 

'  Maroney  v.  Old  Colony  &  Newport 
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If  he  wonld  claim  damao^es  for  not  beino^  carried  according'  to 

o  o  o 

Ills  contract,  wliich  is  implied  by  the  ticket,  he  should  leave  the 
train  at  the  first  suitable  opportunity.* 

8.  May  set  apart  certain  cars  ezolusively  for  ladies,  and  for 
gentlemen  accompanied  by  ladies. — A  railroad  company  n)ay 
bet  apart  a  part  of  their  cars  for  the  use  of  ladies,  and  gentlemen 
accompanied  by  ladies.  Such  a  regulation  is  a  reasonable  one, 
and  the  power  of  the  company  to  adopt  it  is  an  unquestionable 
one.'  But  it  may  not  ''capriciously  discriminate  between  pas- 
sengers on  account  of  their  nativity,  color,  race,  social  posi- 
tion, or  their  political  or  religious  beliefs."  To  exclude  a  wom- 
an from  a  car  so  set  apart  for  ladies,  and  for  gentlemen  accom- 
panied by  ladies,  merely  on  account  of  her  color,  is  actionable; 
and  if  wantonly  done,  the  party  excluded  may,  in  addition  to 
actual  damages,  recover  smart  money  for  the  "indignity,  vexa- 
tion and  disgrace  to  which  the  party  has  been  subjected."  The 
actual  pecuniary  damage  would  ordinarily  be  no  compensation  at 
all,  and  no  wholesome  effect  would  be  produced  upon  the  wrong- 
doer by  the  verdict.' 

But,  in  some  instances,  it  has  been  holdeu  not  to  be  an  un- 
reasonable regulation,  with  a  view  to  seat  passengers  so  as  to  pre- 
serve order  and  decorum,  and  to  prevent  contacts  and  collisions 
likely  to  arise  from  well-known  repugnancies,  to  require  colored 
persons  to  o::cupy  seats  in  a  car  furnished  for  that  purpose  by 
the  company,  the  same  being  equally  safe  and  comfortable  as 
those  furnished  for  other  passengers.* 


*  Daris  r.  Kansas  City,  St.  Joe  & 
Council  Bluffs  R.  R.  Co..  63  Mo.  317. 

*  Bass  V.  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Ry.  Co.,  36  Wis.  450,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
101;  Peck  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  Hudson 
River  R.  B.  Co.,  70  N.  Y.  587,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  1.  But  such  a  regulation 
must  be  reasonably  enforced,  and  if 
there  are  no  other  seats  provided  for 
passengers,  it  is  a  breach  of  the  con- 
tmct  of  carriage  to.  deny  a  gentleman 
a  seat  in  the  'Madies'  car'':  Bass  r.  C 
&  N.W.  Ry.  Co.,  supra.  The  company 
is  liable,  however,  for  excessive  force 
in  expelling  the  passenger:  Peck  v.  N. 
Y.  Cent.  &  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co., 


supra. 

8  Chi.  &  N.  Western  Ry.  Co.  v, 
Williams,  55  111.  185;  Alexandria  <fe 
Washington  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brown,  17 
Wall.  445;  Coger  v.  Northwestern 
Union  Packet  Co.,  37  la.  145,  8  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  101.  In  the  case  of  Chi.  & 
N.W.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Williams,  supra,  the 
exclusion  being  public,  and  in  a  rude 
manner,  the  court  held  two  hundred 
dollars  damages  not  an  unreasonable 
amount,  when  awarded  by  a  jury. 

*  West  Chester  &  Phila.  R.  R.  Co. 
V,  Miles,  55  Penn.  St.  R.  209;  Chi.  & 
N.  Western  Ry.  Co.  v,  Williams,  55 
III.  185. 
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The  case  of  the  Alexandria  &  Wasliinorton  R.  R.  Oo.  v.  Brown 
arose  under  the  act  of  Congress,  12  Stat  at  Lar^e,  805,  granting 
the  right  of  waj  to  the  company  to  enter  and  occupy  certain 
streets  in  the  city  of  Washington.  One  condition  of  the  grant  was 
that  no  person  should  be  excluded  from  the  cars  of  the  company 
on  account  of  color.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
Davis,  Justice,  held  that  this  provision  is  not  to  be  taken  literal- 
ly; but  is  an  inhibition  against  discrimination  between  races  by 
placing  them  in  different  cars  of  a  train;  in  short,  in  the  lan- 
gUHije  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  "the  colored  and  white  race, 
in  the  use  of  the  cars,"  should  "  be  placed  on  an  equality."*  Tlie 
court,  in  construing  the  act  of  Congress,  say:  "There  was  no  oc- 
casion in  legislating  for  a  railroad  corporation  to  annex  a  condi- 
tion to  a  grant  of  power,  that  the  company  should  allow  colored 
persons  to  ride  in  its  cars.  The  right  had  never  been  refused, 
nor  could  there  have  been  in  the  mind  of  any  one  an  apprehen- 
sion that  such  a  state  of  things  would  ever  occur,  for  self-inter- 
est would  clearly  induce  the  carrier — south  as  well  as  north — 
to  transport,  if  paid  for  it,  all  persons,  whether  white  or  black, 
who  should  desire  transportation.  It  was  the  discrimination  in 
the  use  of  the  cars  on  account  of  color,  where  slavery  ob- 
tained, which  was  the  subject  of  discussion  at  the  time,  and  not 
the  fact  that  the  colored  race  could  not  ride  in  the  cars  at  all. 
Compress,  in  the  belief  that  this  discrimination  was  unjust,  act- 
ed."' 

9.  For  improper  conduct  a  passenger  may  be  removed  from 
a  ladies*  car. — For  disorderly  or  improper  conduct,  passengers 
may  be  removed  from  a  car  occupied  by  ladies,  or,  as  it  is  some- 
times termed,  the  ladies'  ear,  into  another  car;  and  if  done  at  a 
proper  time  and  place,  and  in  a  proper  manner,  no  action  will  lie 
therefor.'  Indeed,  it  would  seem  to  result  from  the  very  duty  due 
from  the  company  to  its  orderly  passengers,  that  such  as  may 
render  themselves  obnoxious  to  orderly  and  decent  persons,  by  ac- 
tions or  language  unlit  for  their  presence,  should  be  excluded,  not 
only  from  cars  occupied  by  ladies,  but  from  all  cars  occupied  by 
other  persons  than  such  disorderly  persons  themselves;  and  that 
therefore  it  becomes  an  obligation    of  the  company  to  orderly 

*  Alexandria  &   Washington   R.  R.  *  Marquette  v,  Chi.  &  N.  W.   R.  R. 

Co.  r.  l^rown,  17  Wall.  445,  453.  Co.,  3J  iowa,  5.2. 

2 17  Wall.  452,  453. 
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passenirers  to  put  the  disorderly  off  the  entire  train,  if  guilty  of 
conduct  too  gross  for  the  presence  of  others — more  especially  so 
if  demanded  by  such  orderly  passengers.*  But  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, no  more  force  or  violence,  or  offensive  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  conductor  or  those  removing  such  passenger, 
should  be  used  than  what  may  be  necessary  to  effect  the  object* 

The  facts  involved  as  alleged  cause  for  removal  or  exclusion 
from  one  car  to  another,  or  from  the  entire  train,  as  the  case 
may  be,  as  also  the  facts  involved  in  questions  growing  out  of 
the  manner  of  such  removal,  and  of  the  circumstances  and  time 
of  the  same,  are  all  questions  of  fact  for  the  decision  of  a  jury.' 

If  a  passenger  or  person  be  wrongfully  upon  the  train,  the 
conductor,  in  case  he  refuse  to  leave  on  request,  on  stopping 
the  train  for  that  purpose,  may  use  reasonable  force  to  put  him 
off;  but  it  must  be  done  dispassionately,  prudently,  and  unac- 
companied with  abusive  language  or  unnecessarily  abusive  acts.* 
If,  however,  a  person  wrongfully  attempt  to  enter  upon  a  train 
upon  which  he  has  no  right  to  enter,  then  force,  but  not  unnec- 
essary force,  may  be  used  to  prevent  him,  and  no  accountability 
will  rest  upon  the  company  for  resulting  injury,  unless  it  be 
caused  wantonly.' 

10.  Through-ticket  paBBengera  bound  to  go  directly  through. 
— The  contract  of  purchase  of  a  ticket  is  an  entire  contract,  and 
is  indivisible.  It  is  a  contract  to  transport  the  passenger  between 
the  points  indicated  as  one  entire  service  for  the  whole  distance, 
and  not  by  piecemeal  or  broken  journeys.  The  company  is  not 
bound  to  provide  accommodations  and  transportation  in  parcels 
and  at  different  times,  but  are  entitled  to  render  the  whole  serv- 
ice in  one  and  the  same  transaction  or  trip.  Therefore,  if  the 
passenger  leaves  the  train,  and  afterwards  takes  a  different  one, 
the  company  may  exact  fare  from  him  as  if  he  had  never  had 
any  ticket.  There  is  no  obligation  on  the  company  at  any 
time  to  give  lay-over  tickets  to  passengers;  yet  it  may  do  so  in 

1  Marquette  v.  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  •  Marquette  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 

Co.,  supra,  Co.,  33  Iowa,  562. 

»  Marquette  v.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  *  Kline  v.  Cent.   Pacif.  Railroad  of 

R.  Co.,  33  Iowa,  562;  Hiliiard  v.  Goold,  California,  37  Cal.  400. 

34  N.  H.  230:  State  v,  Ross,  2  Dutch.  *  Kline  v.  Cent.  Pacif.  R.  R.  of  Cal- 

224;  Kline  v.  Cent.  Pacific   R.  R.  of  ifomia,  37  Cal.  400. 
California,  37  Cal.  400. 
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its  discretion,  as  a  mere  act  of  accommodation.  It  is  never  to  be 
regarded  as  a  right  of  the  passenger.' 

Passengers  holding  through  tickets,  having  selected  their  train 
and  entered  on  their  journey  therein,  have  no  right  in  law  to 
leave  their  train  at  a  way  station  on  their  route,  and  afterward 
enter  another  train  of  the  company,  and  thereon  proceed  to  their 
original  place  of  destination,  without  procuring  other  tickets,  or 
]>aying  fare  from  the  station  where  they  again  enter  tlie  cars.' 
Tliey  are  bound  by  their  ticket  contract  to  proceed  directly  to 
the  place  to  which  their  tickets  entitle  them  to  go,  when  they 
have  once  started  on  tiieir  journey.*  "A  contrary  doctrine,'' 
say  the  court,  in  Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cin.  K.  R.  Co.  v.  Bar- 
tram,  ''  would  necessarily  impose  upon  the  carrier  additional  du- 
ties, the  removal  of  baggage  as  well  as  the  passenger  from  one 
train  to  another,  and  the  consequent  additional  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  company;  also  an  increased  risk  of  accidents,  and  a 
hinderanceand  delay  not  contemplated  by.  a  reasonable  interpre- 
tation of  their  undertaking."* 

In  an  able  opinion  of  Agnkw,  J.,  in  The  Oil  Creek  &  Allegheny 
River  Railway  Company  v.  Clark  (si/pra),  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Pennsylvania,  treating  of  the  question  of  a  passenger's  right 


'Churchill  v,  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.,  67  III.  390;  MrClure  v.  Phila., 
Wil.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  M  Md.  5)^2; 
Johnson  v.  Concord  R.  R.  Co.,  46  N. 
H.  218;  Bcebe  p.  Ay  res,  28  Barbour, 
275;  Bennett  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  Hudson 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  69  N.  Y.  594,  18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  43;  Dietrich  v.  Pennsylvania 
R.  R.  Co.,  71  Penn.  St.  432;  Oil  Creek 
&  Allegheny  River  Ry.  Co.  v.  Clark, 
72  Penn.  St.  2:J1;  Drew  v.  Central  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  Co.,  51  Cal.  425,  12  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  222;  Stone  v.  (  hicago  &  N. 
W.  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Ta.  82,  17  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  461;  State  v.  Overton,  4  Zabris- 
kie,  435;  Petrie  v.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  42 
N.  J.  449;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R. 
Cas.  258.  And  evidence  that  plaint- 
iiY  had  been  permitted  at  other  times 
to  stop  over  is  inadmissible:  Stone  v. 
C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

-McClure  v.  Phila.,  Wilmington  & 


Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Md.  532;  S. 
C.  6  Am.  R.  345;  Cheney  v.  Boston  & 
Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Met.  121;  Diet- 
rich V.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  71  Penn.  St. 
4::52;  Oil  Creek  &  Allegheny  River  Ry. 
Co.  f.  Clark,  72  Penn.  St  231;  Hamil- 
ton  V.  Kew  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  51 
N.  Y.  (6  Sickels),  100;  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Bartram,  11  Ohio  St.  457. 

^  McCiure  v,  Phila.,  Wilmington  & 
Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Md.  532;  S. 
C.  6  Am.  R.  345;  Cheney  v.  Boston  & 
Maine  R.  R.  Co..  11  Mot.  121;  Dietrich 
V.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  71  Penn.  St.  432. 

*  Cleveland,  C.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Bartram,  11  Ohio  St.  463;  McClure*. 
Phila.,  Wilmington  &  Baltimore  R. 
R.  Co.,  34  Md.  532;  State  v.  Overton, 
4  Zab.  438;  Dietrich  v.  Penn.,R.  R. 
Co.,  71  Penn.  St.  432. 
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on  a  thronsfli  ticket  to  leave  the  train  and  take  another  at  pleas- 
ure, say:  "To  hold  that  the  passengers  on  every  train  have  a 
right  to  stop  and  get  on  at  pleasnre,  and  that  they  are  not  bonnd 
by  the  terms  of  |yretting  off  unless  notice  can  be  shown  by  the 
company,  would  in  effect  take  the  government  of  their  trains 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  company." '  The  same  .learned  judge, 
in  Dietrich  v,  Tlie  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,'  holds  the 
following  language  upon  the  subject:  "  Another  reason  is,  that 
fare  covers  the  ordinary  luggage  of  the  passenger,  entitling  it  to 
be  checked  through  to  the  point  of  destination.  But  if  the 
passenger  may  stop  off  he  may  demand  his  baggage  at  each 
stoppage,  or  if  it  go  on  he  will  not  be  at  the  end  of  the  journey 
to  receive  it."  Thus  the  contract  is  an  entirety,  and  the  passen- 
ger himself  commits  a  breach  of  it,  and  terminates  it,  when  he 
leaves  the  train  on  which  it  entitles  him  to  pass,  and  when  he 
enters  upon  another  train  to  proceed  to  his  original  place  of 
destination;  he  not  only  commences  a  new  journey,  but  mnst 
check  his  bairgage  anew,  and  for  which  he  must  pay,  or  else  is 
liable  to  be  put  off  the  train.' 

When  passengers  have  thus  left  their  train  and  stopped  over 
at  way  stations,  without  permission,  and  have  subsequently 
entered  on  another  train  to  proceed  upon  their  journey,  if  they 
have  not  other  tickets,  and  refnse  to  pay  fare,  insisting  to  pro- 
ceed upon  their  original  tickets,  the  conductor  has  an  undoubted 
right  to  put  them  off  the  train,  using  no  more  force  than  is 
necessary  to  effect  their  removal;*  nor,  according  to  the  ruling 
in  the  leading  case  above  cited,  is  the  conductor  compelled  to  put 
them  off  at  some  station,  but  may  do  so  at  any  ordinarily  safe 

'  72  Penn.  St.  231,  235.  his  part,  a   passenger  is  interrupted 

*71  Penn.  St.  432,  438.  in  his  transit.    He  may  then  resume 

•Dietrich  v.   Penn.  B.  R.  Co.,   71  'it  again:  Dietrich  r.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co., 

Penn.  St.  432;  Oil  Creek  &  AUegh.  71  Penn.  St.  432,  438.    The  passenger 

River  Ry.  Co.  v.  Clark,  72  Penn.  St.  is  bound  by  the  rules  and  regulations 

2^^;   McClure  v,  Phila.,  Wilmington  of  the  company  in  this  respect,   so 

&  Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Md.  532;  far  as  they  are  reasonable,  and  it  is 

State  V.  Overton,  4  Zab.4^ ;  Cleveland,  his  duty  to  inquire  and  inform  himsel  f 

C.  &  C.  R-  R.  Co.  V,  Bartram,  11  Ohio  thereof:  Dietrich  v.  Penn.  R,  R..  Co., 

St.  463;  Cheney  v.  Boston  &  Maine  supra. 

R.  R.  Co.,  11  Met.  121.   The  rule,  how-  ♦  McClure  v.  Phila.,  Wilmington  & 

ever,  is  different,  if  from   accident,  Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Md.  532,  6 

misfortune  or  some  cause  without  his  Am.  Reps.  345,  347. 
fault,  or  without  being  voluntary  on 
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point  on  the  road.  The  court  say:  "  The  establishment  of  snch 
a  principle  would  result  in  compelling  railroad  companies  to 
carry  a  passenger  to  the  station  next  to  the  one  at  which  he 
entered  the  train,  which  might,  and  doubtless  would,  often- turn 
out  to  be  the  very  point  to  which  he  desired  to  be  taken,  and  if 
the  passenger  were  unknown  to  the  conductor  the  company 
would  be  without  remedy."* 

It  reasonably  follows  from  this,  and  is  the  law,  that  a  passen- 
ger traveling  on  a  through  ticket,  who  voluntarily  leaves  the 
train  at  an  intermediate  station,  and  remains  over  to  another 
train,  without  permission  to  do  so,  and  resumes  his  journey  there- 
on, forfeits  all  right  to  be  carried  under  his  original  contract.' 
If,  boarding  another  train,  he  refuses  to  pay  his  fare,  he  ma}'  be 
expelled  from  the  cars."  He  could  not  complain  if  no  other  train 
ever  came  along  upon  which  to  resume  his  journey,  so  far  as  his 
contract  of  transportation  on  which  he  has  thus  arrived  is  con- 
cerned ;  for  his  contract  is  a  through  one,  and  the  company  are 
not  bound  to  take  him  by  partial  stages.* 

In  the  case  cited  from  11  of  Metcalf — Cheney  v.  The  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad  Company* — the  court  hold  that  the  right  of  a 
])assengeras  to  his  transportation  docs  not  depend  upon  his  knowl- 
edge, at  the  time  of  purchasing  his  ticket,  of  the  difference  in  the 
price  payable  for  a  passage  through  the  whole  distance  by  one 
train,  or  that  of  a  passage  by  different  trains — that  he  may  learn 
that  by  inquiring;  but  if  he  does  not,  he  takes  the  mode  of  con- 
veyance wliicli  the  price  of  his  ticket  and  the  superscription 
thereon  entitle  him  to,  under  the  ruleis  and  regulations  of  the 
company.  Though  the  ticket  may  not  state  that  the  passage 
is  to  be  by  one  and  the  same  train,  yet  as  it  does  not  on  the 
other  hand  purport  to  be  for  two  or  more  separate  ones,  but 
in  that  respect  is  silent,  it  therefore  follows  that  the  contract 
arising  out  of  it  is  one  for  carriage  in  the  usual  manner  in 
which  passengers  are  carried  who  hold  such  tickets.  Not 
so,   however,   with   through  tickets  in    the   form  of   coupons, 

1  McClure  p.  Phila.,  Wilminfjrton  &  435,  438,  441,  442,  443. 

Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Md.  632,  538,  *  State  v,  Overton,  4  Zab.  (N.  J.), 

6  Am.  Reps.  845,  349.  435,  4:3S. 

estate  p.  Overton.  4  Zab.  (N.  J.),  Ml  Met.  121;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  W. 

435,  438.  Cas.  601. 

'State  V,  Overton,  4  Zab.  (N.  J.), 
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sold  by  one  of  several  companies  forming  a  continuous  route; 
for  though  they  entitle  the  holders  to  pass  over  the  entire 
route,*  yet  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  distinct  tickets  for  each 
road,  sold  by  the  first  company  as  agents  for  the  others;' 
and  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  the  parties  are  the  same  as 
if  the  tickets  liad  been  purchased  of  each  company  separately,  at 
its  own  depot  or  station.'  Tlie  liabilities  and  duties  of  each  of 
such  companies,  in  turn,  continue  in  regird  to  such  passengers 
from  the  place  and  time  of  receiving  them  until  they  reach  the 
point  where  the  liability  of  the  next  one  of  the  connecting  lines 
commences.*  If  the  passengers  are  set  down  at  a  point  that  re- 
quires additional  travel  to  reach  the  next  connecting  line,  the 
companj^  so  setting  them  down  short  of  connection  with  the  place 
of  connection  will  continue  liable,  as  if  on  their  own  road,  for 
accidents  or  injuries  received  while  passing  over  the  intermedi- 
ate space.'  It  is  the  duty  of  each  one  of  such  companies,  in 
turn,  to  see  their  passengers  safely  over  tlie  whole  route  to  the 
next  connecting  line,  as  far  as  the  utmost  care  will  affect  the 
same. 

The  wrongful  taking  of  the  ticket  of  a  passenger  by  the  con- 
ductor of  one  train  of  a  railroad  company,  does  not  justify  the 
passenger  in  entering  upon  another  train  of  the  company,  and 
persisting  in  occupying  a  seat  there  and  in  being  carried  with- 
out producing  a  ticket  or  paying  his  fare.  For  such  wrongful 
taking  up  of  the  ticket  he  has  his  remedy  by  action,  and  not  by 
intnision  into  a  different  train;  and  if  he  does  so  intrude,  such  a 
course  of  conduct  being  in  violation  of  the  reasonable  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  company,  requiring  payment  of  fare  or  pro- 
duction of  a  ticket,  the  passenger  may,  therefore,  be  expelled  from 
the  cars.' 

11.  Ab  special  camera  of  paBBengera. — A  contract  between  a 
railroad  company  and  a  person  for  the  free  passage  of  the  latter, 
in  consideration  of  which  the  latter  is  to  run  all  risk  of  accident, 
and  by  which  the  company  is  not  to  be  liable  for  any  injury  to 

"Knrght  V.  The  Portland,  S.  &  P.  ♦Knigrhfe  v.  The  P.,  S.  &  P.  R.  R. 

R.  R.  Co.,  56  Maine,  234.  Co.,  56  Maine.  234. 

«  Knight  V,  The  P.,  S.  &  P.  R.  R.  ^ Ibid. 

Co.,  56  Maine,  234.  Townsend  p.   New  York  C*^nt.  & 

'Knight  V,  The  P.,  S.  &  P.  R.  R.  Hndson  River  R.  R.   Co.,   56  N.  Y. 

Co.,  56  Maine,  234.  295. 
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snch  person  or  to  his  property  daring  the  passage,  whether  the 
same  be  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  the  company's  servants 
or  otherwise,  is  not  to  be  regarded,  if  tliere  be  no  other  circum- 
stances or  other  relation  between  the  parties,  as  a  contract  with 
the  company  in  its  character  of  common  carrier.  In  sach  case 
the  company  becomes  a  special  carrier  as  to  this  particular  per- 
son, and  the  special  terms  of  carriage  are  to  govern  the  rights  of 
the  parties.*  A  common  carrier's  obligation  arises  out  of  his 
undertaking  to  carry  for  hire  all  alike  who  come  to  be  carried. 
He  is  not  bound  to  carry  gratuitously;  he  is  only  bound  to  carry 
for  the  ordinary  hire.  And  though  the  mere  act  of  waiving  the 
compensation  and  carrying  without  hire  will  not,  if  there  be  no 
special  agreement  as  to  the  terms  thereof,  exempt  such  common 
carrier  from  the  moral  obligation  of  ordinary  care,  yet  an  ex- 
press agreement  for  exerpption  from  liability  for  accidents  occa- 
sioned by  the  negligence  of  servants  and  agents,  or  otherwise, 
made  upon  consideration  of  free  passage,  or  a  free  ticket,  is  not 
contrary  to  law  or  the  policy  of  the  law,  and  will  be  valid  to  pre- 
vent a  recovery  against  the  company  for  injuries  to  the  person 
or  property  of  such  passenger,  occurring  while  passing  on  snch 
agreement,  unless  the  injury  be  wantonly  inflicted.'  To  hold 
otherwise,  the  court  say,  would  be  to  decide  that  a  man,  from  the 
mere  fact  that  his  occupation  is  that  of  a  common  carrier,  can 
not,  as  to  an  individual  transaction,  be  a  gratuitous  bailee — and, 
we  may  add,  a  special  bailee  upon  special  terms  of  bailment 
agreed  on.  A  railroad  company,  in  thus  contracting  for  immu- 
nity agaiust  loss,  does  not  seek  to  escape  from  any  part  of  its 
common  law  liability  as  common  carrier,  but  places  itself  upon 
special  terms,  both  as  to  carriage  and  liability.  Carriage  for 
nothing,  for  nothing  liable.*  It  is  not  like  the  case  of  a  free 
pass  to  an  employe,  or  to  a  drover  who  passes  with  his  stock,  and 
in  consideration  thereof;  for  in  such  cases  there  is  an  implied 
compensation  to  th^  company  in  the  services  of  the  employe, 
and  in  the  freights  paid  by  the  drover,  and  the  necessitous  care 

'  Kinney  v.  The  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  contra^  Rose  v.  Des  Moines  Valley  Ry- 

New  Jersey,  34  N.  J.  513;   S.  C.  3  Co.,  39  la.  246,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  7.  ^ 

Am.  R.  265;  Wells  v.  N.  York  Cent.  » Kinney  v.  The  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of 

R.   R.  Co.,  24  N.  T.  (10  Smith),  181;  New  Jersey,  34  N.  J.  513. 

Perkins  v.  N.  Y.  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  24  '     •  Kinney  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  New 

N.  Y.  196;  Bisaell  v.  The  N.  Y.  Cent.  Jersey,  34  N.  J.  513. 
E.  R.  Co.,  25  N.  Y.  442.    But  see, 
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of  the  property  on  his  part  during  transit,  so  that  these  persons 
are  regarded  as  passengers,  and  the  company  in  such  cases  are 
looked  upon  as  common  carriers  of  such  persons,  and  as  attempt- 
ing to  limit  their  liability  as  such  by  special  ao^reement,  which 
is,  as  with  paying  passengers,  contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  law  in 
this  respect/ 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  Bradley,  Justice, 
in  the  case  cited  here  from  17  Wallace,  after  reviewing  the  whole 
question  with  great  care  and  labor,  come  to  and  assert  the  follow- 
ing conclusions  in  regard  to  the  power  of  a  railroad  company  to 
limit  its  liability  as  carrier  by  special  contract;  and  which  they 
announce  in  language  as  follows: 

^^First.  That  a  common  carrier  can  not  lawfully  stipulate  for 
exemption  from  responsibility  when  such  exemption  is  not  just 
and  reasonable  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 

"  Secondly.  That  it  is  not  just  and  reasonable  in  the  eye  of 
the  law  for  a  common  carrier  to  stipulate  for  exemption  from 
responsibility  for  the  negligence  of  himself  or  his  servants. 

"  Thirdly.  That  these  rules  apply  both  to  carriers  of  goods 
and  carriers  of  passengers  for  hire,  and  with  special  force  to  the 
latter. 

"  Fourthly.  That  a  drover  traveling  on  a  pass,  such  as  was 
given  in  this  case,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  his  stock 
on  the  train,  is  a  passenger  for  hire."' 

The  pass  here  referred  to  purported  to  be  a  free  pass,  but  the 
court  held  it,  notwithstanding,  to  be  for  a  consideration.  In  that 
respect  the  court  say:  "  It  may  be  assumed  in  limine^  that  the 
case  was  one  of  carriage  for  hire;  for  though  the  pass  certifies 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  pass  free,  yet  his  passage  was 
one  of  the  mutual  terms  of  the  arrangement  for  carrying  his 


*The  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Henderson, 
51  Penn.  St.  315;  Kinney  v.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.  of  New  Jersey,  U  N.  J.  513; 
The  Cleveland,  Painesville  &  Ash- 
tabula R.  R.  Co.  V,  Curran,  19  Ohio 
St.  1;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  362;  Ohio  & 
Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Muhling,  30  111.  9; 
Philadelphia  k  Readingr  R.  R-  Co.  v. 
Derby,  14  How.  468;  Steamboat  New 
World  V.  King.  16  How.  469;  N.  T. 
Cent.  R.   R.    Co.    v.  Lockwood,   17 


Wall.  357;  Nolton  u.  Western  R.  R. 
Co.,  15  N.  Y.  (1  Smith),  445;  Smith, 
Adrar.,  v.  N.  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
24  N.  Y.  (10  Smith),  222;  Ohio  & 
Miss.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Selby,  47  Ind.  471,  8 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  177.  But  in  Bissell  v. 
N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  25  N,  Y.  (11 
Smith),  442,  there  is  a  subsequent  rat- 
ing to  the  contrary. 

»N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lock- 
wood,  17  Wall.  337,384. 
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cattle.  Tlie  question  is,  therefore,  distinctly  raised,  wlietlier  a 
railroad  company  carrying  passengers  for  hire,  can  lawfully  stip- 
ulate not  to  be  answerable  for  their  own  or  their  servants^  negli- 
gence in  reference  to  such  carriage/' ' 

12.  PaBsengers  carried  free. — Though  passengers  be  carried 
gratuitously,  and  without  any  other  understanding  or  condition 
whatever,  yet  they  are  not  without  the  pale  of  legal  protection 
as  against  the  culpable  carelessness  of  the  company,*  There  is 
a  duty  arising  in  such  cases,  for  a  breach  of  which,  resulting  in 
an  injury,  an  action  will  lie,  if  the  injured  party  be  not  himself 
in  fault  contributing  thereto.  This  duty  requires  the  exercise 
of  care  and  skill,  in  all  cases,  on  the  part  of  those  engaged  in 
carrying  passengers,  whether  they  be  carried  free  or  for  pay.' 

Selden,  J.,  in  the  case  cited  from  16th  New  York,  lays  down 
the  rule  of  such  cases  in  the  following  language:  "  I  entertain 
no  doubt  that  in  all  cases  where  a  railroad  company  voluntarily 
undertakes  to  convey  a  passenger  upon  their  road,  whether  with 
or  without  compensation,  in  the  absence,  at  least,  of  an  express 
agreement  exempting  it  from  responsibility,  if  such  passenger 
is  injured  by  the  culpable  negligence  or  want  of  skill  of  the 
agents  of  the  company,  the  latter  is  liable."  *  The  learned  judge 
then  adds  that  "  The  matter  of  compensation  may  have  a  bear- 
ing upon  the  degree  of  negligence,"  but  that  no  such  question 
as  the  latter  arose  in  that  case. 

Thus,  a  condition  annexed  to  the  use  of  a  free  ticket  on  a  rail- 
road in  Illinois,  that  the  passenger  assumes  all  risk  of  accident, 
and  expressly  agrees  that  the  company  shall  not  be  liable  under 
any  circumstances,  whether  of  negligence  of  its  agents  or  other, 
wise,  for  injury  to  his  person  or  property,  will  not  exempt  the 


»N.  T.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Lock- 
wcod,  17  Wall.  :J57,  359. 

^Nolton  V.  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  15 
N.  Y.  444;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Muhling,  30  111.  9,  23,  24;  Gillen water 
V.  Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co., 
5  Ind.  339;  Phil.  &  Readinpr  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Derby,  14  How.  468;  Chi.,  Bur.  & 
Qiiincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hazzard,  26  III. 
373. 

» Nolton  V.  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  15 
N.  Y.  444;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Muhling,  30  111.  9,  23,  24. 


♦  15  N.  Y.  450.  Where  a  passenger, 
traveling  on  a  free  pass,  refused  to 
sign  a  contract  upon  the  back  of  it  re- 
leasing the  company  from  all  liability, 
and  was  thereupon  peaceably  expelled 
from  the  train,  the  court  refused,  on 
the  facts,  to  review  the  discretion  of 
the  lower  court  in  setting  aside  a  ver- 
dict for  five  thousand  dollars,  a^  being 
excessive:  Elliott  r.  Western  &  At- 
lantic R.  H.  Co.,  58  Ga.  454,  16  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  106. 
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railroad  company  from  liability  for  injuries  and  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  gross  negligence  of  the  company,  their  agents  or 
servants/  Bnt  in  the  same  state  it  will  exempt  the  company 
from  accountability  for  mere  accidents,  and  for  ordinary  negli- 
gence.* The  courts  of  that  state  do  not  recognize  the  rnle  of 
New  Tofk,  wherein  a  distinction  is  drawn  between  liability  for 
the  negligence  of  mere  servants,  and  of  the  company  acting 
through  its  constituted  authorities.' 

There  are  cases,  however,  in  which  it  is  held  that  a  contract 
of  a  passenger,  in  consideration  of  passing  free,  to  run  the  risk, 
not  only  of  accidents,  but  also  of  the  negligence  of  the  com])any 
and  its  servants,  is  valid/ 

And  so  there  are  settled  rulings  of  the  hii^ljest  authority  that 
passengers  are  sometimes  passengers  for  hire,  whose  pass  or 
ticket  purports  to  be  for  a  passage  that  is  free — as  where  a  per- 
son desirous  to  sell  an  invention  to  the  company  traveled  on  its 
cars  on  such  a  pass,  with  stipulations  against  liability  for  inju- 
ries, to  see  the  oflBcers  in  regard  to  the  business,  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  company,  it  was  held  to  be  a  passage  for  hire.' 

Where  a  pass  has  been  obtained  by  misrepresentations,  it  is 
such  a  fraud  upon  the  company  as  will  vitiate  the  contract  of 


carriage. 


13.  May  make  resnlations,  and  pasaengera  mnat  oonform 
thereto. — It  is  well  settled  by  authority  that  railroad  companies 
may  make  such  needful  and  reasonable  regulations  in  regard  to 
the  reception  and  transportation  of  passengers  upon  their  trains, 
as  they  may,  in  the  experience  and  management  thereof,  find  to 


1  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Read,  37  111. 
484.  And  so  held  in  Iowa,  under 
their  code:  Rose  v.  Des  Moines  Valley 
Ry.  Co.,  39  la,  246,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
7. 

» m.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Read,  37 
lU.  4S4. 

•III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Read,  37 
HI.  484.  The  rule  that  exempts  the 
company  from  liability  for  any  kind 
of  itiS  own  neRlifiren(*e,  by  virtue  of  a 
free  ticket  and  stipulation  therein,  is 
con!raiy  to  the  general  rulings  else- 
where* 


*  Kinney  and  others  v.  The  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co..  3  Vroom  (N.  J.),  407j  Same 
V,  Same,  5  Vroom,  513;  W>lls  r.  New 
York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  N.  Y.  181; 
Perkins  v.  The  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  24  N.  Y.  208;  Welles  v.  Nftw 
York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Barb.  641. 

^  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co.  r.  Stevens, 
5  Otto,  655.  See  also,  in  point,  to 
same  principle,  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  LockwooJ,  17  Wall.  357,  and  au- 
thorities in  those  cases  cited. 

*  Brown  v.  Mo.,  Kansas  &  Tex.  I^y., 
64  Mo.  5:J6,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  242. 


080 


THE    LAW   OF   RAILWAYS. 


be  proper  and  just*  Tlie  business  implies  a  degree  of  antlioritj 
in  those  conducting  it,  as  to  the  direction  and  management  of 
trains,  their  progn-ss  over  the  road,  and  in  regard  to  the  time 
and  manner  in  which  passengers  shall  enter  upon  and  depart 
from  the  cars,  and  the  conditions  npon  which  they  may  remain 
thereon,  that  is  little  less  than  absolute.'  In  the  language  of 
Brown,  Justice:  "Such  regulations  as  will  enable  a  railroad 
corporation  to  execute  its  difficult  and  responsible  duties,  insure 
the  comfort  and  safety  of  its  passengers,  and  protect  itself  from 
wrong  and  imposition,  it  has  an  undoubted  right  to  prescribe, 
provided  such  regulations  are  reasonable  and  just  It  has  a 
right  to  require  that  passengers  shall  preserve  order;  that  they 
shall  be  seated,  and  not  stand  up  in  the  passage  way  or  upon  the 
platforms;  and  that  they  shall  abstain  from  any  act  which  tends 
to  impede  or  interrupt  the  conductors  and  managers  in  the 
transaction  of  their  necessary  business."' 

It  may  also  prescribe  how  and  at  what  place  passengers  shall 
pay  their  fare,  and  what  shall  (to  the  conductor)  be  the  evidence 
of  such  payment,  and  of  the  passenger's  right  to  ride  upon  the 
train;  may  require  passengers  to  accept  temporary  tickets,  and 
to  exhibit  them  to  the  conductor  from  t  mi  to  time,  upon  re- 
quest; and  finally  to  re-deliver  such  tickets,  on  request,  before 
leaving  the  cars.  It  is  held  that  these  rules  may  not  only  he 
made,  but  may  be  enforced  by  expulsion  from  the  cars,  or  such 
other  reasonable  means  as  the  company  may  have  at  its  com- 
mand, as  necessary  (some  of  them)  for  the  security  of  the  passen- 
gers, and  others  for  protection  of  the  company  from  imposition.* 


>  Hibbard  v.  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.. 
15  N.  Y.  455;  Commonwealth  v.  Pow- 
er, 7  Met  596;  Hall  v.  Power,  12  Met 
482;  Crocker  v.  New  London,  Willi- 
mantic  &  Palmer  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Conn. 
249;  Pittsburg  &  Connellsville  R.  R. 
Co.  fj.  McClurg.  56  Penn.  St  294; 
Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Bartram,  11  Ohio  St.  457; 
Crawford  v.  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  k 
Dayton  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Ohio  St.  580,  13 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  387;  Southern  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Kendrick,  40  Miss.  874;  Evans 
V.  Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co., 
56  Ala.  246,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  350. 


»  Hibbard  v,  N.  Y.  k  Erie  R.  R.  Co., 
15  N.  Y.  455. 

•  Hibbard  o.  N.  Y.  k  Erie  R.  R.  Co., 
15  N.  Y.  463. 

*  Hibbard  v.  N.  Y.  k  Erie  R.  R.  Co., 
15  N.  Y.  455;  Commonwealth  v.  Pow- 
er, 7  Met  596;  Hall  r.  Power,  12 
Met.  482;  Crocker  v.  New  London. 
Willimantic  k  Palmer  R.  R.  Co.,  24 
Conn.  249;  Cleveland,  Columbus  k 
Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bartmm,  II 
Ohio  St  457;  Crawford  v.  Cincinnati, 
Hamilton  k  Dayton  R.  R.  Co.,  26 
Ohio  St  580,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  387; 
Law  V,  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  b'2 
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But  if  a  passenger  be  wrongfully  excluded  from  a  train,  he 
may  get  on  again,  if  he  can;  and  if,  while  trying  to  do  so,  an 
injury  is  inflicted  on  him  by  the  company's  servants,  not  con- 
tributed to  by  any  raslmess  or  negligence  of  liis  own,  the  com- 
pany will  be  liable  therefor.'  To  attempt  to  re-enter  on  the  car, 
however,  whilst  the  train  is  moving,  is  such  want  of  care  and  pru- 
dence as  will  prevent  a  recovery  for  an  injury  received  in  so  do- 
ing, where  the  injury  is  in  part  or  the  whole  the  result  of  such 
attempt.' 

And  so,  in  Minnesota,  the  company  has  a  right  to  make  reason- 
able rules  and  regulations  for  the  transaction  of  its  business  witli 
the  public  as  common  carriers,  and  of  their  reasonableness  the 
court  is  the  judge;*  but  a  regulation  which  requires  consignees 
of  property  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the  same  when  ready  to 
be  delivered,  without  being  afforded  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
m  that  which  is  receipted  for  is  actually  delivered,  and  the  con- 
dition thereof,  is  held  in  that  state  to  be  an  unreasonable  one,  aud 
therefore  void.* 

Strictly  speaking,  by-laws  of  a  private  corporation  are  such  as 


la.  534,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  66;  St.  Louia 
&  S.  E.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Myrtle,  61  Ind.  566; 
Ohio  &  Miss.  Ry.  Co.  v,  Applewhite, 
52  Ind.  540;  Falkner  v,  Ohio  &  Miss. 
Ry.  Co.,  55  Ind.  369,  16  Am.  Hy. 
Rep  .262;  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  &  St 
Lon'S  Ry.  Co.  v.  Vandyne,  57  Ind. 
576,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  454;  .Tohnson  v. 
Concord  R.  R.  Co.,  46  N.  U.  218; 
Burlington  &  Mo.  River  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Ro.%e,  11  Brown  (Neb.),  177;  S.  C.  1 
Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  253.  But  if 
the  person  be  ejected  while  the  tram 
is  in  motion,  or  in  any  dangerous  way, 
the  company  will  be  liable:  Law  v. 
111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  And 
where  a  passenger  has  purchased  a 
ticket,  which  is  taken  up  by  the  con- 
ductor, who  neglects  to  provide  him 
with  a  check,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  is  thereafter  ejected  from  the  train 
on  a  change  of  conductors,  the  com- 
pany is  liable:  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati 
&  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  v.  Hen  nigh,  89 
Ind.  509,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  414.    A 


general  notice  of  such  regulation  is 
sufficient,  if  given  for  a  reasonable 
time:  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rose, 
supra, 

*  Oocker  v.  New  London,  Williraan- 
tic  &  Palmer  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Conn.  249. 
264. 

2  Crocker  v.  N.  L.,  W.  &  P.  R.  R. 
Co.  Where  a  passenger  refuses  to  pay 
his  fare,  and  the  train  is  stopped  for 
the  purpose  of  expelling  him,  he  can 
not  then  proffer  it  and  claim  the  right 
to  be  carried;  but  if  the  train  is 
stopped  at  a  station,  and  before  ex- 
|)ul8ion  the  fare  is  proffered,  it  must 
be  received,  and  for  an  expulsion  un- 
der such  circumstances  the  company 
is  liable:  O'Brien  p.  N.  Y.  Cent.  & 
Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  80  N.  Y.  2:^; 
S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  259. 

*  Christian  f^  al.  v.  First  Divn,  of 
St.  Paul  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Minn. 
21. 

*  Christian  et  al.  v.  First  Div.  St. 
Paul  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Minn.  21. 
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bind  the  corporators  only,  and  do  not  affect  other  persons;  all 
regulations  wliicli  do  not  operate  upon  third  persons^  nor  in  any 
way  affect  their  rights,  are,  strictly  speaking,  what  is  meant  by 
by-laws.*  Their  validity  is  purely  a  question  of  law  for  the 
court,  and  not  the  jury,  to  decide;  whether  the  by-laws  be  in  con- 
flict with  the  law  or  with  the  charter,  or  be  in  a  legal  sense  un- 
reasonable, and  therefore  void,  are  questions  of  law  for  the  court.' 
But  there  is  a  class  of  regulations  of  corporations  and  others  as 
common  carriers  which  are  more  extended  and  general  in  their 
operation,  and  which  affect  the  rights  and  duties  of  others  than 
the  corporators  and  their  servants.  They  are,  strictly  speaking, 
not  i>y-laws  of  the  corporation;*  they  are  regulations,  They 
relate  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  passengers,  and  the  just 
riglits  and  convenience  of  the  carrier.  Their  validity  depends 
upon  their  reasonableness;*  whilst  the  former  are  held  to  be 
reasonable  if  not  unlawful.* 

Questions  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  a  regulation  are  for  the 
jury  to  decide,  if  the  regulations  are  to  affect  third  persons  or  the 
public  generally;*  but  by-laws  affect  only  the  members  of  the 
company,  and  their  validity  is  to  be  decided  on  by  the  court.' 

14.  Refaaing  to  exhibit  ticket,  paeeeiiger  may  be  expelled 
from  care. — A  regulation  rec^ui ring  passengers,  on  request,  to  ex- 
hibit their  tickets  from  time  to  time  to  conductors  en  route  upon 
trains,  and  in  case  of  refusal  or  inability  to  do  so  to  be  put  off 
the  cars,  is  a  reasonable  one,  and  for  refusal  to  conform  to  it  a 
passenger  forfeits  his  right  to  further  carriage  upon  the  train, 
and  may  be  expelled  therefrom;'  and  in  case  of  such  forfeiture 
by  willful  refusal  to  exhibit  his  ticket,  he  does  not  become  again 
entitled  to  proceed  by  exhibiting  his  ticket   after  the  train  is 

*  State  V.  Overton,  4  Zabr.  435,  440.         '  State  v.  Ovt'rton,  supra, 

'State  V.  Overton,  4  Zabr.  435,  440,  •  Hibbard  r.  N.Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.. 

■  State  V,  Overton,  4  Zabr.  435,  441,  15  N.  Y.  455;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co. 

442.  t>.  Blocher,  27  Md.  277.    The  ruling  in 

*  State  V.  Overton,  4  Zabr.  435,  441,  Vermont  is  that  the  removal  for  not 
442.  paying  fare  or   showing  ticket  can 

'  State  t.  Overton,  4  Zabr.  435,  441,  only  be  at  some  station:    Stephen  t>. 

442.  Smith,  29  Vt.  160 ;  but  this  is.  under  the 

•Morris  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co.  &  oth-  statute:  76.;  Shedd  v,  Troy  &  B.  R. 

ers  V.  Ayres  &  others,  5  Dutch.  393;  R.  Co.,  40  Vt.  88;  Jerome  v.  Smith  et 

Bass  V,  Chi.  &  Northwestern  Ry.  Co.,  o?.,  48  Vt.  230, 
36  Wis.  450,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  101.         ^ 
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stopped  to  put  liiin  off.  The  company  running  on  time,  which  it 
is  dangerous  to  lose,  may  not  be  trifled  with  in  such  a  manner 
for  the  mere  humor  or  whim  of  passengers."  In  the  case  from 
15  New  York,  Hibbard  v.  The  New  York  &  Erie  Railroad  Com- 
pany, it  is  laid  down  as  the  law,  and  beyond  doubt  correctly  so, 
that  if  a  passenger,  who  has  thus  laid  himself  liable  to  be  eject- 
ed from  the  cars,  refuses  to  lea\re  when  ordered,  and  opportu- 
nity is  given  for  him  to  do  so,  the  conductor  may  employ  so 
ranch  force  as  may  be  necessary  to  effect  his  removal,  but  using 
no  violence  or  unnecessary  injury;  and  that  if  the  passenger  re- 
fuses to  comply,  and  resists,  and  injury  happens,  it  is  an  injury 
for  which  the  company  will  not  be  responsible;  tor,  say  the  court, 
*'  It  is  a  result  attributable  to  his  own  wrongful  conduct"  And 
such  is  doubtless  the  current  of  authorities.' 

15.  They  may  collect  increased  fare,  if  paid  on  the  cars. — 
Both  as  a  convenience  for  the  transaction  of  business,  as  well  as 
for  the  proper  accountability  of  their  agents  and  servants  con- 
cerned in  operating  their  trains,  railroad  companies  may  discrim- 
inate, as  to  the  price  of  passage,  in  favor  of  those  passengers  who 
purchase  tickets  before  entering  on  the  trains;  and  may  collect 
a  higher  price  of  those  who  pay  their  fare  in  the  cars.*  But  such 
discrimination  must  be  made  and  carried  out  in  good  faith,  ac- 
companied by  a  fair  and  reasonable  opportunity  foi^  persons  de- 
siring to  become  passengers  to  purchase  tickets  before  taking  the 
trains,  or  else  they  have  a  right  to  pay  upon  the  cars,  and  be  car- 
ried at  ticket  rates.*  But  if,  without  an  opportunity  to  purchase 
tickets  being  given  by  an  office  open  for  that  purpose,  a  passen- 
ger be  forced  to  pay  the  extra  charge  contemplated  by  the  stat- 


» Hibbard  v,  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R. 
Co.,  16  N.  Y.  455;  O'Brien  v,  N.  Y. 
Cent.  &  H-  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  80  N.  Y. 
236;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Caa. 
259;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Blo- 
cher,  27  Md.  277. 

«  BLibbard  p.  The  N.  Y,  &  Erie  R. 
R.  Co.,  15  N.  Y.  455,  464;  Crocker  r. 
New  London,  Williraantic  &  Palmer 
B.  R.  Co.,  24  Conn.  249. 

•  Jeffersonvilie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rogei-s, 
28  Ind.  1;  The  State  v.  Chovin,  7 
Iowa,  204;  Crocker  v.  New  London, 
WiUimiintic  &  Pahner  R.  R.  Co.,  24 


Conn.  249:  Da  Laurana  c,  1st  Div.  St. 
Paul  and  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn. 
49;  Hilliard  v.  Goold,  34  N.  H.  2^30. 
*  Jeffersonvilie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rogrers, 
28  Ind.  1;  Chi.,  Buriington  &  Quincy 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Parks,  18  111.  460;  St. 
Louis,  Alton  &  Chicago  R.  R.  Co.  t?. 
Dalby,  19  III.  353;  Chase  v.  New  York 
C  nt.  R,  R,  Co..  26  N.  Y.  (12  Smith). 
523;  Nellis  «.  New  York  Cent  R.  R, 
Co.,  30  N.Y.  (3  Tiffany),  505;  Du  Lau- 
rans  v.  St.  Paul  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  15 
Minn.  49. 
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ute  to  be  paid  when  passage  is  paid  upon  the  cars,  the  eompanj 
become  liable  to  the  penalty  provided  in  law  for  charging  or 
taking  over  the  regular  rates.*  For  a  refusal  of  a  passenger  to 
pay  on  the  cars  the  discriminating  price  charged  for  passage 
when  payable  thereon,  the  condnctor,  by  refusing  to  accept  a  lesser 
sum,  may  put  the  passenger  oif;  but  he  may  not  accept  the  lesser 
sum  when  tendered,  and  still  retaining  the  same,  expel  the  pas- 
senger from  the  cars;*  nor  may  he  elect  to  receive  and  retain 
the  amount  tendered,  and  carry  the  passenger  as  far  as  the  sum 
received  will  pay  the  fare,  and  then  put  him  off.'  Such  are  the 
rights  only  of  passengers,  however,  who  have  boarded  the  cars 
and  tendered  the  lesser  fare  in  good  faith,  without  design  of  ad- 
vantage thereby.* 

16.  Passengers  taking  wrong  train. — If  a  person  mistake  his 
train,  and  take  a  wrong  one,  he  is  nevertheless  a  passenger  on 
the  one  he  has  taken,  and  is  entitled  to  the  rights  of  a  passenger 
while  remaining  thereon,  and  the  company  are  entitled  to  have 
from  him  the  ordinary  fare  for  the  distance  he  ti'avels.*  The 
condnctor  is  not  bound  to  stop  the  train  between  stations 
to  enable  him  to  leave,  nor  elsewhere  but  at  a  regular  station ; 
but  if  he  does,  the  passenger  is  entitled  to  the  ordinary  and 
proper  treatment  in  leaving  the  train.* 

And  being  so  on  a  wrong  train,  whether  by  misdirection  or 
otherwise,  and  he  is  informed  thereof,  and  offered  free  carriage 
back  to  the  proper  connection  for  his  destination,  but  will  neither 
accept  the  same,  nor  pay,  nor  leave  the  train,  he  may  then  be  ex- 
pelled from  the  cars,  at  a  suitable  place  and  in  a  suitable  manner.^ 
The  fact  of  the  misdirection  having  been  given  by  an  agent 
of  the  company  does  not  alter  the  case;*  if  thus  directed  to  a 
train  connecting  with  another  train  leading  to  his  destination, 


» Chase  r.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  26  N.  Y.  52;3;  Nellie  r.  New  York 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  N.  Y.  (3  Tiffany). 
505;  Du  Laurans  v,  St.  Paul  &  Pacifio 
R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  49. 

'  Du  Laurans  v.  Hi  Div.  St.  Paul  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  49. 

'Du  Laurans  v.  1st  Div.  St.  Paul  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  49. 

*  Du  Laurans  v.  1st  Div.  St.   Paul  & 


Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  49. 

^Columbus,  Chi.  &  Indiana  Cent. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Powell,  Admr.,  40  Ind.  37. 

•C,  C.  &  I.  a  Ry.  Co.  V.  Powell, 
supra. 

^  Barker  r.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  24  N.  Y.  (10  Smith),  599. 

*  Barker  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  24  N.  Y.  (10  Smith),  599. 
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and  he  proceeds  thereon  past  the  connection,  wliich  he  by  ordi- 
nary care  may  have  discovered,  it  is  his  own  fault* 

A  ticket  from  A  to  6  is  not  good  for  passage  from  B  to  A, 
notwithstanding  the  holder  tnay  have  been  permitted  to  so  ride 
on  similar  tickets  before  over  the  same  road.' 

17.  Iiay-over  tiokets. — Thongh,  from  the  fact  that  the  con- 
tract of  transportation  arising  out  of  the  purchase  of  a  ticket 
is  an  entire  one,  the  company  is  not  bound  to  give  the  passenger 
a  lay-over  ticket  to  enable  him  to  stop  by  the  way,  yet  it  may  do 
so,  if  desired,  and  when  given,  its  terms  are  binding  upon  both 
parties,  and  will  be  enforced,  if  reasonable.'  If  the  time  be  lim- 
ited in  the  lay-over  ticket  in  which  the  journey  is  to  be  resumed, 
then  the  company  is  not  bound  to  carry  on  account  of  the  old 
ticket,  unless  within  the  time  thus  limited.*  But  whether  the 
passengers  be  carried  with  or  without  lay-over  tickets,  they  have 
a  right  to  be  carried  according  to  tlie  grade  of  their  tickets,  if 
tickets  are  of  different  grades;  and  they,  on  their  part,  must 
abide  by  all  reasonable  rules  of  the  company  whilst  in  the  cars.* 

18.  Carrying  passengers  on  freight  trains. — The  law  does  not 
compel  railroad  corporations  to  carry  passengers  upon  their  freight 
trains,  nor  freight  in  their  passenger  coaches;  it  only  requires 
them  to  carry  botli,  but  leaves  it  to  such  corporations  to  regulate 
the  manner  in  which  the  same  shall  reasonably  be  done.' 

It  being  a  matter  of  choice  with  them  whether,  and  upon  what 
terms,  they  will  carry  passengers  upon  trains  for  freight,  the 
right  therefore  devolves  on  themselves  to  fix  the  same,  and  it  is 
held  that  it  is  not  an  unreasonable  regulation  that  they  shall  only 
be  carried  on  freight  trains  by  procuring  tickets  before  entering 
thereon/    If  they  fail  to  do  so,  they  may  be  put  off  at  the  next 


'  Barker  v.  N.  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 

'Kceley  v,  Boston  &  Maine  R.  R. 
Co.,  67  Me.  163,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  339. 

•Churchill  v.  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co..  67  111.  390. 

*ChurchUl  v.  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co..  67  111.  390. 

•Churchill  v,  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.,  67  111.  390;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Johnson.  67  III.  312. 

« III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Nelson.  59 
m.  110;  Evans  9.  Memphis  &  Charles- 


ton R.  R.  Co.,  56  Ala.  246,  18  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  a50. 

'Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Flagrg,  43  111.  364;  111.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Nelson.  59  111.  110;  Cleveland, 
C.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Bartram,  11  Ohio 
St.- 457;  Law  v.  Illinois  Central  K.R. 
Co.,  32  la.  534, 10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  66; 
Evans  v,  M.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra; 
Burlington  &  Mo.  River  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Rose,  11  Brown  (Neb.),  177;  S.  C.  1 
Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  253. 
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station,  but  not  between  stations.*  The  company  may  make  and 
enforce  rules  against  carrying  passengers  upon  freight  trains;* 
but  if  they  hold  themselves  out  to  the  public  to  carry  passengers 
on  such  trains,  then  they  are  bound  to  carry  accordingly,  to  the 
extent,  and  in  the  manner,  in  which  they  thus  profess  to  the 
public  an  intent  to  carry,  and  must  afford  a  reasonable  opportu- 
nity to  obtain  tickets  as  in  other  cases,  or  else  may  not  discrim- 
inate as  for  want  of  tickets.' 

In  New  York  the  ruling  is,  that  where  freight  trains  are  in  the 
habit  of  carrying  passengers,  a  person  admitted  thereon  as  a 
passenger,  and  treated  as  such,  is  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  a 
passenger;  and  that  the  company  incurs  the  same  liability  to 
such  passenger  for  an  injury  recei^^ed  while  being  carried,  as  if 
it  occurred  on  a  regular  passenger  train.* 

19.  A  condactor's  check  is  good  only  for  the  day  on  \7hich  it 
is  given. — The  ordinary  check  of  the  conductor,  given  to  a  passen- 
ger in  lieu  of  his  ticket,  and  on  which  is  designated  the  day  and 
train  upon  which  it  is  to  be  used,  is  good  only  for  that  day  and 
train;  and  a  passenger  leaving  a  train  voluntarily  at  a  station, 
and  entering  another  train  of  the  same  road,  although  it  be  going 
in  the  same  direction,  will  have  no  right  to  be  carried  upon 
such  check,  but  must  pay  his  fare  or  produce  a  regular  ticket,  or 
else  be  liable  to  be  put  off  the  train."  Nor  does  it  matter  that 
the  agent  of  the  same  company,  at  the  station  where  he  left  the 
first  train,  informed  him,  on  inquiry,  that  the  check  would  be 
good  until  taken  up;  such  agent  is  without  power  to  bind  the 
company  in  that  respect.* 


» 111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Nelson,  59 
111.  110;  Law  D.  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
32  Iowa,  534;  Cleveland,  C.  &  C.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Bartram,  11  Ohio  St.  457.  But 
see  contra,  B.  &  Mo.  R.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Rose,  supra.  This  rule,  that  passen- 
gers can  only  be  ejected  at  stations,  is 
a  statutory  one;  in  the  absence  of  such 
a  statute,  the  expulsion  may  be  effect- 
ed at  any  suitable  place:  Ibid. 

*Ill.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Johnson,  67 
111.  312;  Evans  v,  M.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 

'111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Johnson,  67 
111.  312;  Evans  r.  Memphis  &  Charles- 


ton R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  It  is  not  rea- 
sonable to  aiford  such  passengers  no 
opportunity  to  procure  tickets  except 
at  such  hours  as  would  make  it  more 
expeditious  to  travel  by  passenger 
trains:  Evans  v.  M.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 

*  Edgerton  v.  The  New  York  &  Har- 
lem R.  R.  Co.,  39  N.  Y.  (12  Tiffany), 
227. 

*  McCIure  v.  The  Phila., Wilmington 
&  Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Md.  532; 
S.  C  6  Am.  R.  345. 

*  McClure  v.  P.,  W.  &  B.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 
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20.  Sleeping  cars. — A  sleeping  car  company  is  not  respon- 
eible  to  its  passengers,  either  as  a  carrier  or  as  an  innkeeper.*  Its 
obligations  are  peculiar  to  the  nature  of  its  business,  and  are: 
to  exclude  improper  persons  from  their  sleeping  cars,  to  provide 
passengers  a  berth,  and  to  keep  watch  during  the  night  to  pre- 
vent the  loss  of  the  passengers'  effects.'  In  case  of  loss,  the  com- 
pany is  liable  for  the  value  of  such  reasonable  articles  as  a 
traveler  usually  carries,  and  for  such  a  sum  of  money  as  may  be 
reasonably  necessary  for  his  traveling  expenses.' 

'Blom  V.  Southern    Pullman  Pal-  Pfaelzer  v.  Same,  4  Weekly  Notes, 

ace  Car  Co.,  1  Flippin,  500;  S.  C.  9  240;    Palmeter  v,  Watrner,  11   Abb. 

Am.   Ry.  Rep.  321;  Pullman  Palace  Law  J.  149. 

Car  Co.  V.  Smith,  73  111.  360,  9  Am.  'Blumr.  S.  P.  P.  Car  Co.,  supra, 
Ry.  Rep.  328;  Welch  r.  Pullman  Pal-  •Blum  r.  S.  P.  P.  Car  Co.,  supra, 
ace  Car  Cp.,  16  Abb.  Pr.,  N.  S.,  352; 
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1.  What  the  term  inolades. — It  is  difficult  to  enumerate  the 
articles  that  may  be  included,  in  each  particular  case,  in  the  term 
bagti^age.  This  depends  much  upon  the  condition,  habits  and  cir- 
cumstances of  life  of  the  passenger.*  Ordinarily  it  includes  a 
trunk  or  trunks,  with  the  necessary  wearing  apparel  for  both  com- 
fort and  dress  suitable  to  the  condition  in  life  of  the  person;  as 
also  articles  of  the  toilet,  as  brushes,  combs,  razors,  and  shaving 
apparatus;  and  likewise  writing  conveniences,  and  other  articles 
of  daily  personal  use  and  comfort;'  also  the  necessary  money  for 
the  journey;'  and  small  articles  of  mere  convenience,  taste  or 
pleasure,  as  opera  glasses,  gun,  revolver,  and  hunting  apparatus;* 


» N.T.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Fralofif,  100  U.  S.  24,  21  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  428.  It  is  a  question  for  the 
jury:  Ibid, 

8  Hawkins  v,  Hoffman,  6  Hill's  R. 
586;  Davis  r.  Mich.  Southern  &  N. 
Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  111.  278;  Toledo, 
Wabash  &  W.  Ry.  Co.  v,  Hammond, 
8:3  Ind.  379. 

'Hawkins  v.  Hoflinan,  6  Hill's  R. 
r)S6:  Morrill  t>.  Grinnell,  30  N.Y.  694; 
Jordiin  P.  The  FaU  River  R.  R.  Co.,  5 


Cush.  69. 

♦Hawkins  v.  Hoffman,  6  Hill's  R. 
586;  Woods  p.  Devin,  13  111.  751;  Da- 
vis V,  M.  S.  &  N.  I.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  lU. 
278;  Toledo,  Waba«h  &  W.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Hammond,  83  Ind.  379,  882.  But 
it  is  held  that  a  grocer,  traveling  in- 
to the  country  to  purchase  butter, 
can  not  recover  for  the  loss  of  two  re- 
volvers: Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  Co.  V.  Collins,  56  111.  212,  4 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  453. 
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but  not  money  in  larger  amount  tlian  for  necessary  expenses; 
nor  articles  of  merchandise  or  of  virtu,  as  paintings,  statuary, 
antiquarian  or  geological  specimens,  or  other  articles  not  needed 
for  the  personal  comfort  or  pleasure  of  the  passenger  during  his 
journey,  or  absence  from  home  in  his  character  of  traveler.*  It 
has  been  held  to  include  the  surgical  instruments  of  a  surgeon;' 
the  books  of  a  student,  and  of  a  lawyer;'  and  valuable  jewelry 
and  miniatures  as  the  baggage  of  a  lady;*  and  also  a  watch/ 

Notice  in  terms  that  trunks  contain  other  than  personal  bag- 
gage is  not  necessary;  the  jury  may  infer  such  notice  from  all 
the  circumstances.' 

An  attempt  by  a  passenger  to  have  an  unreasonable  amount 
of  money  carried  among  his  baggage,  as  baggage,  by  concealment 
tlierein,  or  without  making  the  same  known  to  the  company,  is 
a  fraud  upon  the  company,  and  no  responsibility  will  attach  to 


'  Hawkins  v.  Hoifman,  6  HiJrs  R. 
586;  Davis  v,  M.S.  &N.  I.  R.  R.  Co., 
22  111.  278;  Stimson  and  another  v, 
Connecticnt  River  R.  R.  Co.,  98  Mass. 
83.  Nor  to  merchandise:  Miss.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Kennedy,  41  Miss.  671. 

'  Hannibal  &  St  Jos.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Swift,  12  Wall.  274,  275. 

'  Hopkins  1^;  Westcott,  6B]atch.  C.C. 
R.,  64.  But  masquerade  costaroes  in 
the  trunks  of  their  owner,  and  shipped 
to  be  used  at  their  destination,  are  not 
personal  baggage;  and  in  order  to  ren- 
der the  company  liable  for  delay  in 
delivering  them,  they  must  have  no- 
tice of  their  contents,  and  when  they 
are  to  be  used:  Michigan  Southern  & 
Northern  Indiana  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Oehm, 
56  111.  293,  4  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  451. 

*  McGili  V.  Rowand,  3  Penn.  St.  452. 

*  Jones  V,  Voorhees,  10  Ohio,  146. 
And  it  is  held  in  a  case  in  Missouri, 
that  for  a  small  quantity  of  cai*pefing 
delivered  with  the  baggage  to  the 
baggagemaster,  although  not  checked 
as  baggage,  the  company  was  liable, 
the  pas.senger  being  assured  by  the 
baggageman  that  no  check  was  neces- 
sary, and  that  it  would  go  safely,  al- 


though, by  rules  unknown  to  the  pas 
senger,  the  baggageman  was  prohibit- 
ed from  receiving  articles  of  freight  to 
carry  with  ordinary  baggage:  Minter 
V.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  41  Mo.  503.  The 
ruling  in  this  case  was  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  company  was  bound  by 
the  action  of  its  servant  in  the  line  of 
his  vocation.  Where  merchandise 
other  than  ordinary  baggage  is  re- 
ceived upon  the  payment  of  extra 
compensation,  and  there  is  no  ^ud 
practiced  as  to  its  nature,  the  company 
will  be  liable  therefor  as  a  common 
carrier:  Stoneman  t>.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  52 
N.  Y.  429,  4  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  446;  Slo- 
man  r.  Great  Western  Ry.  Co.,  67  N. 
Y.  208,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  113. 

•  Sloman  v.  Great  Western  Ry.  Co., 
supra.  And  the  owner  is  not  re- 
quired to  declare  the  value  of  the  bag- 
gage, unless  requested,  or  unless  he  is 
attempting  to  forward  merchandise  as 
baggage:  Brown  v.  Camden  &  At- 
lantic R.  R.  Co.,  83  Penn.  St.  316,  15 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  421;  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H. 
R.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Fmloff,  100  U.  S.  24; 
21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  428. 
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it  therefor.*  In  such  case  it  is  the  duty  of  the  passenger  to 
report  the  same  to  the  company,  and  pay  such  extra  charges  for 
its  transportation  as  may  justly  be  demanded.' 

And  whether  the  articles  claimed  to  have  been  lost  be  proper 
or  improper  articles  of  baggage,  yet  the  contradictory  statements 
and  conduct  of  the  claimant  may  go  far  to  destroy  confidence  in 
his  testimony,  when  subsequently  given  upon  the  subject.' 

Some  of  the  authorities  go  further,  and  hold  that,  in  addition 
to  a  passenger's  own  baggage,  within  the  general  description  and 
definition  of  the  term,  he  may  also  include,  and  recover  for,  if 
lost,  articles  of  clothing,  and  various  other  articles,  purchased  by 
him  when  from  home,  and  traveling  without  any  other  member 
of  his  family,  for  the  use  of  such  of  his  family  or  some  of  them 
who  at  the  same  time  remain  at  home;*  not  including,  how- 
ever, iincut  cloth  for  dresses  purchased,  and  being  carried  in  like 
manner  in  his  trunk,  for  one  not  a  member  of  his  family.'  But 
the  doctrine  thus  avowed,  as  to  the  right  so  to  include  articles  of 
clothing  and  other  articles  of  or  for' those  of  his  family,  neither 
paying  passage  nor  traveling  with  him,  to  our  mind  is  unwarranted 
by  legal  authority.  Personal  baggage  means  baggage  of  the  per- 
son who  is  the  passenger.  In  the  case  here  cited  from  42  New 
York,  the  court  even  go  so  far  in  their  admiration  of  judicial 
"  progress,"  as  to  favor  the  recovery,  under  the  claim  of  baggage, 
of  whatever  the  carrier  shall  have  received  to  carry  as  such — 
that  is,  for  whatever  may  be  in  the  trunks  received  to  carry  as 
baggai^e,  within  the  given  weight  allowed  for  baggage  by  the 
custom  of  the  carrier.  This  rule  would  not  only  tend  to  pro- 
mote fraud  and  imposition,  and  result  in  compelling  the  com- 
pany in  all  cases  to  examine  the  contents  of  passengers'  trunks 
before  accepting  the  same  as  baggage,  to  see  if  there  be  not  other 


*  Chi.  &  Aurora  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Thomp- 
son, 19  III.  678;  Davis  r.  Mich.  South- 
em  &  N.  Ind.  R.  R.Co.,  22  111.  27S; 
Collins  r.  Boston  &  Maine  K.  R.  Co., 
10  Cush.  506.  Evidence  of  conspir- 
acy to  charge  the  railroad  compan}*  for 
the  los.<  of  a  trunk  is  admissible:  Chi- 
cnirOt  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Collins.  56  111.  212,  4  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 

^  Ddvis  V.  M.  S.  A  N.  I.  R.  R.  Co., 


22  111.  278.  And  see  Brown  v,  Cam- 
den &  Atlantic  R.  R.  Co.,  So  Penn.  St 
316,  lo  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  421. 

'Davis  V,  M.  S.  &  N.  I.  R.  R.  Co., 
22  ill.  278. 

*  Dexter  r.  Syracuse,  Binghamton  & 
N.  Y,  R.  R.  Co..  42  N.  Y.  326;  S.  C. 
1  Am.  R.  527. 

*  Dexter  r.  Syracuse,  Binghamton  & 
N.  York  R.  R.  Co..  42  N.  Y.  ;J26. 
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arlicles  of  value  than  baggage  deposited  therein,  but  would  also, 
in  the  absence  of  such  precaution  of  the  carrier,  enable  the  traveler 
to  carry  as  baggage,  and  without  cost,  monej,  articles  of  virtu, 
or  other  property  of  small  compass  and  light  weiglit,  to  an  un- 
limited value,  without  cost  or  freight,  and  without  compensation 
to  the  carrier,  and  at  the  same  time  obtain  full  pay  for  the  value 
thereof,  if  lost.* 

Although  live  animals  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  baggage  of  a 
passenger,  yet  if  such  animal,  belonging  to  a  passenger,  be  con- 
fided to  the  care  of  the  baggageman  of  tiie  train,  when  thereon, 
for  carriage,  and  he  consent  to  take  charge  of  the  same,  the  com- 
pany will  be  accountable  for  the  loss  thereof,  occasioned  by  the 
necfligence  or  wrons:  act  of  the  bas^ofaoreman,  notwithstanding: 
there  be  a  notice  posted  at  the  several  stations  that  live  animals 
are  baggagemen's  perquisites,  if  no  special  information  thereof 
be  brouorht  home  to  the  owner.' 

2.  Liability  of  company  for  baggage;  its  check  is  evidence. 
— Though  railroad  companies  and  other  carriers  are  only  respon- 
sible for  injuries  to  passengers  arising  from  the  want  of  the  utmost 
care  on  their  part,  or  from  the  want  of  proper  and  safe  road  ve- 
hicles or  coaclies,  or  from  the  unsuitableness  of  employes,  serv- 
ants and  agents  having  control  or  charge  of  the  same,  or  for 
some  other  wrong,  omission  or  neglect,*  yet,  as  to  the  baggage 
of  their  passengers,  in  the  absence  of  a  special  and  legal  con- 
tract to  the  contrary,  they  are  absolutely  liable  for  the  safe  deliv- 
ery of  the  same  to  the  owners  on  presentation  of  the  proper  check 
or  authority  to  receive  it,  and  in  that  respect  are  insurers,  except 
as  against  the  act  of  God,  and  the  act  of  the  public  enemy.* 


» 42  N.  T.  326. 

'  Cantling  v.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  R. 
B.  Co..  54  Mo.  385. 

'  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R.  &  Trans. 
Co.  f>.  Burke,  13  Wend.  611,  2  Am.  R. 
W.  Cas .  399.  But  where  the  baggajje 
master  of  the  road  refases  to  check 
baggage  without  the  payment  of  extra 
compensation  for  overweight,  and  up- 
on demand  made  refuses  to  return  the 
baggage  because  it  has  been  deposit- 
ed in  the  car,  and  can  not,  without 
great  trouble,  be  removed,  and  the 
bagsage  is  sent  forward,  without  the 
plaintiff,  to  the  destination,  where  it 


is  destroyed  by  fire  while  in  storage,  it 
was  held,  the  railroad  company  could 
not  avail  itself  of  the  privileges  of  a 
common  carrier  in  relation  thereto: 
McC^rmick  v.  Pennsylvania  Central 
R.  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  303,  4  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  429.  It  was  assumed  the  acts  of 
the  baggage  master  were  within  his 
authority,  and  binding  on,  the  defend- 
ant; and  there  was  a  division  of  opin- 
ion among  the  judges  ns  to  whether 
the  facts  showed  a  conversion  of  the 
baggage  in  law :    Ibid. 

*2  Kent's  Comm.,  527;   Sewall  v. 
Allen,  6  Wend.  335;  Camden  &  Am- 
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The  strict  liability  of  a  common  carrier  attaches  to  a  railroad 
company  for  the  baggage  of  its  passengers  confided  to  its  care, 
and  checked  accordingly,  during  its  passage,  and  for  such  reason- 
able time  after  its  arrival  at  the  place  of  destination,  as  to  give 
the  passenger  an  opportunity  to  call  for  the  same.*  What  is  a 
reasonable  time  is  not  an  arbitrary  matter  of  law,  bnt  must  be 
left  for  determination  in  each  particular  case.'  After  such  rea- 
sonable  time,  the  liability  of  the  company  becomes  that  of 
warehousemen,  and  its  liability  as  carrier  ceases.' 


boy  R.  R.  &  Trans.  Co.  t?.  Barke,  13 
Wend.  611;  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R. 
&  Trans.  Co.  v,  Belknap.  21  Wend. 
354,  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  496;  Warner 
V.  The  Burlington  &  M.  River  R.  R. 
Co ,  22  Iowa,  166;  Davis  t>.  Mich.  S. 
&  N.  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  111.  278; 
Dibble  9.  Brown  &  Harris,  12  Geo. 
217;  Wilson  i^.  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.,  21  Gratt.  654.  And  such,  too, 
is  the  English  rule :  Macrow  v.  Great 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  6  Q.  B. 
618;  Cohen  v.  Southeastern  Ry.  Co., 
Law  Rep.  2  Exch.  Div.,  253;  Brooke 
V.  Pickwick,  4  Bing.  218;  Williams 
V,  Great  Western  Ry.  Co.,  10  Exch. 
15;  Marshall  t?.  York,  Newcastle  & 
Berwick  Ry.  Co.,  11  Cora.  B.  655; 
Great  Western  Ry.  Co.  r.  Goodman, 
12  Tb,  313;  Butcher  p.  London  & 
Southwestern  Ry.  Co.,  16  lb,  13; 
Richards  r.  London,  Brighton  &  South 
Coast  Ry.  Co.,  7  Tb,  839.  But  see 
Stewart  v,  London  &  Northwestern 
Ry.  Co.,  3  H.  &  C.  135;  Talley  v. 
Great  Western  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  6 
Com.  P.  44.  If  the  passenger  stops 
off  with  his  baggage  by  permission  of 
the  company,  and  again  resumes  his 
journey  with  the  same  baggage,  and 
it  be  by  the  company  received,  the 
liability  is  renewed:  Wilson  r.  Ches. 
k  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  To  restrict 
liability  for  baggage,  there  must  be 
an  actual  agreement,  or  actual  notice 
acquiesced  in:  75 >d.  And  a  married 
woman    may    maintain    her   action 


against  the  railway  company  for  injury 
to  her  baggage,  if  such  baggage  is 
her  separate  property  under  the  laws 
of  the  state  in  which  she  is  domiciled, 
and  the  lex  loci  confers  the  right  to 
sue.  The  Itx  loci  has  reference  only 
to  the  remedy:  Stoneman  v,  Erie  Ry. 
Co..  52  N.  Y.  429, 4  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  446. 

'  Bnmell  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  45  N.  Y.  184;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  61; 
Dininny  v.  New  York  &  New  Haven 
R.  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  (4  Sickels),  546; 
Bartholomew  v.  St.  Louis,  Jackson- 
ville  &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  111.  227;  S. 
C.  5  Am.  R.  45;  Warner  r.  The  B.  & 
M.  River  R.  R.  Co.,  22  Iowa,  166; 
Mote  r.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.. 
27  Iowa,  22,  26;  Louisville,  Cincinnati 
&  Lexington  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Mahan,  8 
Bush  (Ky.),  184;  Patscheider  p.  Great 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  3  Exch. 
Div.,  153,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  459. 

*  Bumell  V,  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  45  N.  Y.  184;  Mote  v.  The  Chi. 
&  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Iowa,  22,  26; 
Louisville,  Cincinnati  &  Lexington  R. 
R.  Co.  0.  Mahan,  8  Bush,  184.  But 
from  evening  until  the  next  morning 
is  unreasonably  long  for  a  passenger 
to  impose  a  carrier's  liability  on  the 
company  after  arrival  of  the  baggaire: 
lb, 

» Roth  V.  Buffalo  &  S.  L.  R.  R.  Co., 
34  N.  Y.  548;  Bumell  p.  New  York 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  N.  Y.  184;  Fair- 
fax f>.  New  York  Central  &  Hudson 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  67  N.  Y.  11,  15  Am. 
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In  Bumell  v.  Tlie  New  York  Cent.  R  R  Co.,  above  cited,  the 
owner  of  the  baggage  applied  for  the  same  on  the  second  day 
after  his  arrival  at  the  place  of  its  destination.  It  not  being 
found,  upon  suit  therefor,  the  court  say:  "It  is  unnecessary  to 
attempt  a  definition  of  reasonable  time^  as  applied  to  this  sub- 
ject in  this  case,  because  it  is  clear  that  suiBcient  time  had 
elapsed  to  relieve  the  carrier  from  his  peculiar  liability  as  iu-^ 
surer  of  the  property  ";  but  that  there  "  still  remained  a  duty  " 
on  the  part  of  the  company  to  exercise  ordinary  care  in  keeping 
and  ]:)re8ervlng  the  property  until  called  for,  or  disposed  of  ac- 
cording to  law;  and  that  this  duty  resulted  from,  and  was  a 
part  of,  the  original  contract  or  undertaking  for  the  carriage  of 
tlie  property.' 

But  to  exempt  such  carrier  from  strict  liability  as  such,  and 
change  its  relations  into  that  of  a  warehouseman,  the  goods  or 
baggage  must  not  only  arrive  at  the  place  of  destination,  and  be 
tiiere  stored,  if  not  called  for,  until  a  reasonable  time  has  elapsed 
for  the  owner  to  call  for  them,  but  the  storage  must  be  in  a  safe 
and  secure  place,  in  the  charge  of  careful  and  competent  serv- 
ants, ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  owner  when  called  for.  The 
same  rule  applies  to  the  transportation,  arrival  and  storage  of 
baggage,  as  to  ordinary  freights.' 

In  Bartholomew  t?.  St.  Louis,  Jacksonville  &  Chicago  Railroad 
Company,  the  court,  after  referring  to  the  cases  of  Richards  v, 
Michigan  Southern  &  Northern  Indiana  Railroad  Company,  and 


Ry .  Rep.  141 ;  Francis  r.  Dubuque  & 
Sioux  City  R.  R.  Co.,  23  Iowa,  60; 
Mote  p.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  27 
Iowa,  22;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  212;  Louin- 
ville,  Cincinnati  &  Lexington  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Mahan,  8  Bush  (Ky.),  184.  A 
station  ag3nt  has  no  power  to  bind 
the  company  by  a  contract  for  the 
storage  of  baggage,  and  the  surrender 
of  the  check  for  such  a  purpose  ter- 
minates the  liability  of  the  company: 
Mattison  «.  New  York  Central  R.  R. 
Co.,  67  N.  Y.  552, 7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  98. 
A  failure  to  produce  the  baggage 
when  called  for,  or  to  account  for  its 
disappearance,  is  prima  facie  evi* 
dence  of  negligence,  which  will  not  be 
63 


overcome  by  general  proof  of  care  ex- 
ercised: Fairfax  v.  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R. 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra, 

» Bumell  V,  The  New  York  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  45  N.  Y.  184;  Warner  p.  The 

B.  &  M.  River  R.  R.  Co.,  22  Iowa, 
166;  Mote  V.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  27  Iowa,  22,  26,  27. 

« Richards  «.  The  Mich.  S.  &  N. 
Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  20  HI.  404;  Porter 
V.  The  Chi.  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co., 
20  111.  407;  Chi.,  Rock  Ishiu.'i  &  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Fairclou)fh,  52  III.  106; 
Bartholomew  v.  St.  Louis,  Jackson- 
ville &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  HI.  227;  S. 

C.  5  Am.  R.  45. 
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of  Porter  v.  The  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  Railroad  Company, 
above  cited,  say:  "These  eases  all  related  to  freight  in  its  ordi- 
nary sense,  as  distinguished  from  baggage,  which  is  usaally  taken 
with,  and  attends  persons  while  traveling.  But  no  difference  is 
perceived  between  baggage  given  in  char^of  the  company,  and 
ordinary  freight.  In  each  case  the  company  are  paid  to  trans- 
port the  property.  Oa  freight,  the  money  is  paid  directly  and 
simply  for  its  transportation,  while  with  baggage,  the  price  paid 
for  its  transportation  is  included  in  the  charge  for  the  ticket  the 
owner  purchases  for  his  transportation.'  In  each  case  the  com- 
pany becomes  equally  liable  for  its  safe  carriage  and  delivery, 
and  are  under  the  same  responsibility  for  loss  or  injury  it  may 
sustain.  It  is  true,  the  two  different  kinds  of  property  are  car- 
ried on  different  trains,  but  that  can  not  matter,  as  their  lia- 
bility is  in  all  respects  the  same.  There  being  no  difference  in 
tlje  duty  or  liability  of  the  carrier  in  the  two  cases,  they  should 
be  governed  by  tlie  same  rules."  The  court  then  add  tliat 
"  When  defendants  in  error,  therefore,  transported  the  trunk  to 
Delhi,  to  relieve  themselves  from  the  liability  as  common  car- 
riers, they  should  have  stored  the  trunk  in  a  safe  and  secure 
warehouse,  and  then  the  new  relation  of  a  warehouseman  would 
have  attached."  And  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  company 
to  show  such  proper  storage  of  the  property;  until  this  is  made 
to  a|)pear,  the  company  is  not  exonerated  from  the  liability  of 
a  common  carrier.* 

The  storaije  of  baorg'affe  in  a  room  or  warehouse,  in  a  window 
of  which  the  glass  is  hoUlen  in  only  by  tacks,  the  window 
being  without  any  blinds,  where  entry  is  made  through  such 
window  and  the  property  taken,  renders  the  common  carrier  lia- 
ble as  for  an  insecure  manner  of  storing  the  property." 

The  liability,  as  common  carrier,  for  the  loss  or  injury  of  bag- 
gage, only  attaches  where  the  carrier  has  exclusive  possession 
thereof;  therefore,  railway  comj)anies  are  not  liable  in  that  char- 

"  Wilson  r.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  of  fere  for  the  {passenger  includes  com- 

C  \nada,  56  Mume,  60.  pensation  for  the  carria^  of  his  bag^ 

'  Bartholomew  v.  St.  Louis,   Jack-  gage,  as  to  which  the  carriers  of  paa- 

RonviHe  &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  111.  227,  sengers  are  to  be  regarded  as  common 

231,  2o2.     And   in  Wilson  v.  Grand  ctirriers":  56  Mamt,  60,  61. 

Trunk  R.  W.  Co.  of  Cannda,  the  court  »  Chicago,  Hock  Island  &  Pacific  R. 

say,  Appleton,  Chief  Jusiice:  ''The  R.  Go.  v.  Fairclough,  52  III.  106. 
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acter  for  baggage  retained  by  the  passenger  within  his  own  con- 
trol, but  only  for  their  actual  negligence/  In  Tower  v,  TJtica  A: 
Schenectady  K.  R  Co.,  just  cited,  the  leading  case  in  this  conn- 
try,  the  plaintiff  left  his  overcoat  in  the  cars  at  the  end  of  his 
journey,  having  had  It  in  his  possefesion  during  the  journey. 
The  court  held  that  there  was  no  delivery  to  the  carrier,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  liable.'  Whether  different  rules  apply  to 
steamboats  than  to  other  carriers  is  not  entirely  clear  from  the 
authorities,  but  the  rule  as  here  stated  seems  to  be  generally  ap- 
plied to  them,  on  the  same  grounds  as  to  railroads;'  though  a 
different  rule  prevails  in  New  York.* 


'  Talley  v.  Great  Western  Ry.  Ck)., 
Law  Rep.  6  Com.  P.  44;  Le  Conteur  v. 
London  &  Southwestern  Ry.  Co.,  Law 
Rep.  1  Q.  B.  54;  Bergheim  i?.  Great 
Eastern  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  3  C.  P. 
Div.  221, 16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  507;  Tower 
V.  Utica  &  Schenectady  R.  R.  Co.,  7 
Hill,  47. 

2  7  HUl,  47.  See,  also,  First  Natl. 
Bank  of  Greenfield  v.  Marietta  &  Cin- 
cinnati R.  R.  Co.,  20  Ohio  St.  259; 
Grosvenor  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
39  N.  y.  84. 

■  Abbott  V.  Bradstreet,  55  Me.  530; 
Clark  17.  Burns,  118  Mass.  275;  Steam- 
boat Crystal  Palace  v.  Vanderpool,  16 
B.  Mon.  302.  And  see  R.  E.  Lee,  2 
Abb.  (U.  S.  C.  C),  49. 

*Mudgett  r.  Bay  State  St.  Co.,  1 
Daly,  151;  Gore  v,  Norwich  &  N.Y. 
Transp.  Co.,  2  lb.  254;  Mack'.in  v.  New 
Jersey  S.  Co.,  7  Abb.  Pr.  (N.  S.),  229; 
Van  Horn  r.  Kermit,  4  E.  D.  Smith, 
453.  Cohen  v.  Frost,  2  Duer,  341,  is 
questioned  in  the  case  first  cited.  See, 
also,  G.eason  v.  Goodrich  Transp.  Co., 
32  Wis.  a5;  McKee  v.  Owen,  15  Mich. 
115;  Walsh  V.  Steamboat  H.  M. 
Wright,  1  Newb.  494.  Under  the 
English  cases,  some  doubt  has  arisen 
as  to  what  shall  constitute  such  a  de- 
livery to  the  carrier  as  to  charge  him 
as  such.  In  Talley  v.  Great  Western 
Rv.  Co.,  aupra^  tb«  plamtiff,  having 


had  his  portmanteau  placed  in  the  car 
with  him,  got  off  the  train  for  refresh- 
ments, leaving  the  portmanteau  in  the 
cars.  On  returning  to  the  train  he 
was  unable  to  find  his  car,  and  there- 
fore took  "another.  His  portmanteau 
was  delivered  to  him  at  the  end  of  the 
journey,  but  its  contents  were  missing. 
The  jury  having  found  the  plaintiff 
negligent,  the  defendants  were  held 
not  liable.  In  LeConteur  f;.  London  & 
Southwestern  Ry.  Co.,  supra,  a  chro- 
nometer was  lost  under  much  similar 
circumstaiices.  The  defendant  was 
held  not  liable  under  the  Carriers' 
Act;  but  CocKBURN,  C.  J.,  said:  "  I 
think  the  circumstances  must  be 
strong  to  relieve  the  company  from 
their  liability;  it  is  not  because  the 
article  that  is  part  of  the  passenger's 
luggage  to  be  conveyed  with  him  is, 
by  the  joint  consent  of  the  passenger 
and  the  company,  placed  in  a  carriage 
with  him,  that  the  company  are  neces-  * 
earily  released  from  their  obligation  to 
carry  safely.'*  L.  R.  1  Q.  B.  59.  But 
the  more  recent  case  of  Bergheim  v. 
Great  Eastern  Ry.  Co.,  supra,  affirms 
the  position  taken  in  the  Talley  case. 
See,  also,  in  this  connection,  Butcher 
V.  London  &  Southwestern  Ry.  Co., 
16  Com.  B.  13;  Richards  v,  London 
Brighton  &  South  Coast  Ry.  Co.,  7 
Com.  B.  839. 
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3.  Liability  not  avoided  by  notice  on  back  of  the  ticket. — 
But  whatever  the  effect  of  notice  of  teniis  of  shipment  may  bo, 
when  clearlj  brought  home  to  the  knowledge  of  the  consignor  nt 
the  time  of  the  consignment,  mere  notice  or  conditions  printed 
on  the  back  of  a  passenger  ticket,  as  to  limited  liability  for  bair- 
gage,  will  not  bind  the  passenger,  or  relieve  the  carrier  from  the 
common  law  liability.  The  presumption  of  law  will  not  arise 
therefrom  that  the  passenger  had  notice  thereof,  or  read  the  same 
at  the  time  of  receiving  the  ticket.  In  such  case  the  ticket  ie 
only  expected  to  secure  the  transportation  of  the  passenger,  and 
is  liable  to  be  exchanged  for  the  conductor's  check  in  an  early 
stage  of  the  passage,  and,  moreover,  is  not  designed  to  be 
retained  for  future  use,  as  evidence  of  a  contract  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  passenger's  baggage;  hence  the  passenger  is  not 
bound  to  observe  or  read  it,  nor  is  he  bound  by  the  inficriptioii 
which  may  be  printed  on  its  back.*  In  most  cases  the  hurried 
manner  of  issuing  such  tickets  leaves  no  time  for  examination; 
and  if  it  did,  the  passenger  is  not  bound  to  reject  it,  and  run  the 
risk  of  exclusion  from  the  departing  cars,  nor  to  receive  it  sub- 
ject to  such  limitations  and  disparaging  conditions. 

In  Pennsvlvania,  the  notice  on  the  ticket  is  sufficient,  if  any 
wBre  required.  It  is  the  settled  doctrine  in  that  state,  as  stated 
by  Strong,  Justice,  in  Pennsylvania  Cent.  Railroad  Company  v. 
Schwarzenberger,  that  even  over  its  own  route,  a  railroad  com- 
pany may  limit  its  liability  for  the  baggage  of  a  passenger,  by 
a  general  notice  that  the  bagga.ije  is  at  the  risk  of  the  owner 
(except  as  against  the  want  of  ordinary  care  <»f  the  company), 
provided  the  terms  of  the  notice  are  clear  and  explicit,  and  pro- 
vided that  knowledge  of  such  notice  be  brouirht  liome  to  the 
passenger.'  The  company  may  not,  however,  by  such  notice, 
release  itself  from  responsibility  arising  from  wantj  on  its  part, 
of  ordinary  care.' 


*  Brown  v.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  11 
Cush.  97;  Malone  r.  The  Boston  & 
Worcester  R.  H.  Co.,  12  Gray,  388; 
Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Hopkins, 
41  Ala.,  N.  S.,  486;  Rawson  v,  Penn- 
sylvania R.  R.  Co.,  48  N.  Y.  212; 
Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R.  &  T.  Co.  v. 
Balknap,  21  Wendell  (N.  Y.),  354. 


•Beckman  v,  Shouse,  5  Rawle,  189; 
Bingrham  v,  Rogers,  6  W.  &  S.  500; 
Laing  v.  Colder,  8  Penn.  St.  i'^A;  Penn- 
sylvania Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Schwarz- 
enberger, 45  Penn.  St.  208,  215. 

'Pennsylvania  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Schwarzenberger,  45  Penn.  St.  208, 
215. 
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4.  Through  checks  for  baggage  on  connecting,  bnt  inde- 
pendent, lines. — The  purchaser  of  a  through  ticket  over  several 
connecting,  but  not  united,  lines,  who  checks  his  baggage 
through  over  said  lines,  is  entitled  to  recover  for  the  loss  thereof 
only  trora  the  company  upon  whose  line  it  is  lost;^  and  in  an 
action  for  such  loss,  if  the  loss  only,  and  no  more,  appear,  and 
not  on  what  line,  then  no  matter  a^^ainst  which  of  said  com> 
panics  the  action  be,  no  recovery  can  be  had;  for  to  charge  either 
one  of  said  lines  therewith,  it  must  appear  that  the  loss  occurred 
thereon."  In  such  cases  of  sales  of  through  tickets  over  inde- 
pendent lines  of  road,  the  vendor  of  the  tickets  of  the  connect- 
ing lines,  and  the  baggage  master  in  checking  over  such  connect- 
ing lines,  at  one  and  the  same  place  and  time,  when  the  ticket  is 
purchased  and  the  passenger  embarks,  act  as  but  the  agents, 
and  not  as  officers,  of  such  connecting  lines,  and  in  order  to  hold 
each  or  either  of  them  in  turn  responsible  for  the  baggage  if 
lost,  it  must  appear  from  the  evidence  that  it  was  lost  on  such 
line,  or  that  it  came  to  the  possession  thereof,  and  is  not  pro- 
duced or  properly  accounted  for.' 

The  ordinary  obligation  of  a  railroad  company  to  carry  a 
jmssenger's  baggage  extends  to  no  greater  distance  than  its  obli- 
gation is  to  carry  the  passenger  himself,  and  extends  no  further 
as  to  other  ^  lines  of  road.*  The  baggage  \%  not  freight,  and 
therefore  no  insurance  of  absolute  safety  attaches,  nor  any  liabil- 
ity at  all  beyond  the  company's  own  line,  unless  expressly 
assumed;  none  arising  by  mere  implication,  although  a  through 
ticket  be  sold  over  the  connecting  line.*  If  by  implication  there 
could  be,  a  notice  to  the  contrary  endorsed  on  the  ticket  wilf 
repel  such  implication.*    A  company  is  ordinarily  a  common 


'  Chicago  St  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Fahey,  52  111.  81;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R. 
587;  Phila.,  Wil.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Harper,  29  Md.  339;  Kesslerr.  New 
York  Central  &  Hudson  River  R.  R. 
Co.,  61  N.  Y.  5:38,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
1:34;  Furstenheim  v.  Memphis  &  Ohio 
B.  R.  Co.,  9  Heiflk.  238,  19  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  409. 

«  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Fahey,  52  111.  81;  Kesslerr.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co..  supra. 

*  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co. 


V.  Fahey,  52  111.  81;  S.  C.  4  Am.  Rep 
587;  Kessler  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra;  Furstenheim  p.  M. 
&  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra, 

*  Pennsylvania  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Schwaraenberger,  45  Penn.  St.  208, 
214,  215. 

*  Pennsylvania  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Schwarzenberger,  45  Penn.  St.  208, 
214,  215. 

*  Pennsylvania  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Schwarzenberger,  45  Penn.  St.  208, 
214,  215. 
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carrier  over  only  its  own  line;  beyond  that,  the  passenger  mnst 
look,  for  the  safety  of  himself  and  bagp^age,  to  tlie  line  on  which 
he  proceeds,  if  the  line  be  only  a  connecting  line,  and  no  express 
obligation  thereon  is  assumed  by  the  first  company.* 

Though  the  baggage  check  of  a  railroad  company  is  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  receipt  of  the  baggage  by  the  company,  yet  it 
is  only  prima  facie  so,  and  may  be  rebutted  and  overcome  by 
proof.''  And  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  baggage  come  to  the 
hands  of  the  company  before  or  after  tlie  giving  of  the  check,  if 
the  company  actually  came  into  the  possession  thereof,  as  contem- 
plated when  the  check  is  given ;  as,  for  instance,  if  the  check  be 
given  in  excliange  for  the  check  of  another  road,  on  which  the 
baggage  is  at  the  time,  and  in  view  of  obtaining  the  baggage  by 
virtue  thereof,  and  the  compau}'  do  so  obtain  it,  its  liability  is 
thereby  fixed.*  The  inference  arising  from  such  circumstance 
of  exchanging  checks,  is  that  the  company,  on  the  check  being  so 
received  by  it,  received  and  got  possession  of  the  baggage  of  the 
passenger;  and  though  not  liable  therefor  if  it  did  not,  yet  the 
burden  of  proof  rests  upon  it  to  show  that  the  baggage  never 
came  to  its  hands,  and  that  the  failure  was  not  its  fault*  But 
such  presumption  against,  and  liability  of,  a  railroad  company, 
does  not  arise  in  case  the  compan)-  only  undertake  to  do  a  friendly 
act  to  the  holder  of  the  check  by  accepting  the  same,  and 
nothing  more,  if  there  be  no  misconduct  of  the  company  con- 
ducive to  the  loss.* 

5.  Diatinction  as  to  recovery  against  connecting  lines  and 
united  continuous  lines. — There  is  a  necessary  distinction 
between  the  right  of  the  holders  of  through  tickets  over  contin- 
uous lines  operating  as  one  united  line,  and  holders  of  tickets 
over  continuous  connecting  lines,  to  recover  for  baggage  lost  in 
the  course  of  transportation,  although  in  both  cases  the  baggage 
be  checked  clear  through  at  the  office  where  it  is  embarked, 
and  the  passenger  takes  his  passai^e.  In  the  former  case,  each 
is  responsible  for  the  whole,  as  the  whole  compose  but  one  line;* 

>  Pennsylmnia  Cent.   R.  R.  Co.  v.  Clayton,  78  111.  616. 

Schwarzenberger,  45  Penn.  St.  208,  *Chi.,  Rock  fsld.  &  P.  R.  R.  Go.  r. 

214,  215.  Clayton,  78  III.  616. 

2  Davis  V.  Mich.  S.  &  N.  Ind.  R.  R.  *Micli.  S.  &  N.  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 

Co.,  22  111.  278;  Chi.,  Rock  Isld.  &  P.  Meyres,  21  III.  627. 

R.  R.  Co.  V,  Clayton,  78  111.  616.  •  Barton  &  Co.  v,  Wheeler,  49  N. 

» Chi.,  Rock  Isld.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  H.  9. 
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whereas  in  the  latter,  each  line  runs  independently  of  any  other 
connection  with  the  other  than  that  of  receiving  the  persons  and 
baggage  that  arrive  from  one  to  the  otlier,  and  the  responsibility 
tlien  is  for  that  which  occurs  on  its  own  line  only/ 

It  is  well  settled  that  where  a  railroad  company,  acting  as  a 
common  carrier,  have  a  general  agent  expressly  employed  in  the 
receipt  and  transportation  of  property  over  its  lines,  and  who  is 
held  out  to  tlic  public  as  clothed  with  such  authority,  then  if 
goods  be  delivered  to  him  for  transportation  as  such  agent,  and 
in  the  way  of  his  duty,  the  company  are  liable  for  the  manner  in 
which  that  duty  is  performed.'  But  if  such  property  to  be 
tVansported  be  the  baggage  of  a  passenger,  and  it  be  subse- 
quently forwarded  over  the  road  from  a  connecting  road,  over 
which  the  owner  in^his  route  has  passed,  and  on  which  latter  it 
was  temporarily  lost,  then  when  delivered  for  carriage  to  the 
company  over  whose  road  the  owner  has  passed  without  bag- 
gage, it  is  not  entitled  to  go  over  the  same  free,  and  as  baggage, 
but  as  freight  only,  there  lieing  no  owner  accompanying  it  on 
its  passage  over  the  latter  road.*  In  thus  passing  over  the  latter 
road  as  freight,  the  company  may  either  require  the  freight  to  be 
paid  in  advance,  or,  relying  on  the  carrier's  lien  or  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  owner,  may  waive  payment  in  advance,  and  defer 
the  same  to  the  time  of  delivery  of  tlie  property,  after  the  trans- 
portation thereof  is  completed.  In  either  case,  the  actual  pay- 
ment of  such  freight,  in  the  one,  and  the  liability  to  pay  and 
lien  tor  its  paynicnt,  in  the  other,  bs  the  case  may  be,  affords 
sufficient  consideration  for  the  undertaking,  and  if  lost,  the  com- 
pany will  be  liable  therefor;  for  by  delivery  to,  and  acceptance 
by,  the  ordinary  agent  of  the  company  for  transportation,  the 
company  becomes  liable  in  like  manner  as  on  the  delivery  and 
acceptance  of  any  other  parcel  or  article  of  freight,  as  a  common 
carrier,  for  the  faithful  and  safe  carriage  of  the  same.  If  no 
claim  for  advance  payment  be  made,  then  the  duty  of  common 
carrier  devolves  upon  the  company  to  carry  it,  and  look  to  their 

>  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co.  26;  Mayall  r.  Boston  &  Maine  R.  R. 

r.  Fahey,  52  111.  81;  S,  C.  4  Am.  R.  Co.,  19  N.  H.  122. 

587;  Fnrstenheim  r.  Memphis  &  Ohio  ®  Wilson  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co,, 

R,  R.  Co.,  9  Heifik.  238,  19  Am.  Ry.  56  Maine,  60;  Wilson  r.  Grand  Trunk 

Rep.  409.  R.  W.  Co..  57  Maine,  138;  Elkins  v, 

»  Wilpon  r.  The  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  23  N.  H. 

Co.,  57  Maine,  138;  S.  C.   2  Am.  R.  287. 
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lien  for  their  pay;  and  in  such  case  there  is  an  implied  contract 
to  transport  the  same,  arisint^  from  its  acceptance  for  carriage. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  payment  be  made  in  advance,  then  the 
coTttract  is  an  express  one;  but  the  obligation  in  either  case  is 
the  same.* 

Where  several  railroads  join  in  issuing  excursion  tickets,  and 
in  getting  up  an  excnraion  over  their  roads,  and  severally  issue 
tickets  for  the  whole  route,  a  passenger  holding  a  ticket  over  the 
same  is  entitled  to  have  his  ordinary  baggage  carried  through  by 
virtue  of  such  ticket,  free  of  any  iurther  charge;  and  if  the 
company  on  whose  train  such  passenger  embarks  receives  the 
baggage  of  the  })assenger,  but  gives  no  check  in  exchange  there- 
for, and  it  be  lost,  then  such  one  of  the  companies  engaged  in 
carrying  out  the  excursion  which  received  the  baggage,  is  liable 
in  an  action  for  the  same,  no  matter  on  which  of  the  several  lines 
it  be  lost.  The  refusal  to  deliver  a  check,  on  the  pretext  that  the 
owner  was  going  through  on  the  same  train  with  his  baggage, 
and  the  silent  acquiescence  of  the  passeuiger,  will  not  alter  the 
case;  nor  will  the  fact  that  the  baggage  master  goes  through  on 
the  same  train.  Where  the  statute  requires  checks  to  be  given 
for  baggage,  the  refusal  thereof  is  a  violation  of  the  law,  and  the 
party  refusing  is  liable  for  the  loss.* 

6.  Limitation  of  liability  by  notice  or  by  contract. — Nor 
will  a  notice  brought  home  to  the  knowledge  of  the  passenger, 
or  even  an  agreement,  to  tlie  effect  that  all  goods  or  baggage  are 
carried  at  the  owner^s  risk,  excuse  the  company  from  liability 
for  losses  occasioned  by  the  negligence,  fraud  or  other  miscon- 
duct of  the  company  or  its  servants,  or  from  the  insufficiency  of 
its  machinery  or  vehicles.'     And  where  baggage  is  lett  with  a 


» Wilson  r.  The  Grand  Trunk  R.  W. 
Co.,  57  Maine,  138;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  26. 

'Najac  r.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R. 
Co..  7  Allen.  329. 

'  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R.  &  Trans. 
Co.  r.  Burke,  13  Wend.  611;  S.  C.  2 
Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  399;  Camden  &  Am- 
boy R.  R.  &  Trans.  Co.  r.  Belknap,  21 
Wend.  354;  Logiin  r.  Pontchartrain 
R.  R.  Co.,  11  Robinson  (La.),  24. 
But  it  is  competent  for  railroads  to 
protect  themselves  against  liability 
exceedin^s  a  fixed  amount,  except  upon 


additional  compensation:  N.  T.  Cent. 
&  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Fraloff,  100  U. 
S.  24.  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  428.  And  if 
the  passenger,  by  any  device  or  arti- 
fice, evades  inqnit7  as  to  the  valne  of 
the  baggage,  they  may  be  discharged 
from  liability  for  the  full  value:  lbi<f. 
But  in  the  absence  of  legislation, 
regulations  of  the  carrier,  or  such  mis- 
leading conduct,  his  failure  to  disclose 
the  value,  when  no  inquiry  ia  made  of 
him.  is  not  in  itself  fraud:  Ibid, 
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servant  of  the  compacj,  and  by  him  locked  np  in  an  office  or 
room  at  which  thQ  company  are  accustomed  to  receive  the  ba^- 
ga^e  of  passengers  for  sate  keeping  until  the  time  of  leaving, 
and  is  thus  left  b}^  one  designing  to  take  passage  with  the  com- 
pany, the  law  deems  it  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  company  as 
common  carriers,  and  thev  are  accountable  for  its  loss.* 

7.  Through  checks  apon  continuoufl  lines. — Railroad  com- 
panies selling  through  tickets  to  passengers,  and  checking  their 
baggage,  over  their  own  line  aird  a  continuous  line  or  lines,  be- 
come thereby  liable  for  the  safe  carriage  of  tlie  baggage  all  the 
way  through,  and  for  its  arrival  and  delivery  at  the  place  of  iinal 
destination.' 

Through  checks  for  baggage  given  by  one  of  several  compa- 
nies of  a  continuous  line  of  railroads,  renders  the  company  re- 
ceiving the  baggage  and  issuing  the  check  liable  for  the  baggage 
all  the  way  through;"  and  if  there  be  a  privilege  of  re- checking 
it  on  a  line  other  than  one  of  the  continuous  lines  designated  in 
the  passenger's  ticket,  and  it  be  so  re-checked,  and  the  original 
check  be  surrendered,  yet  the  original  liability  of  the  first  carrier 
is  not  thereby  released,  but  continues  over  the  latter  line.*  To 
hold  the  latter  line  liable  for  the  baggage  so  re-checked  over  it, 
there  must  be  a  showing  of  loss  by  negligence  on  its  part,  as  its 
re-checking  is  deemed  but  an  act  in  part  fulfillment  of  the 
original  contract  of  through  carriage,  done  by  the  latter  as  agent 
for  the  first  company,  and  not  a  new  or  separate  undertaking  of 
the  latter  company,  which  latter  is  only  liable,  therefore,  tor  loss 
caused  by  its  own  negligence.* 

8.  Detention  of  owner  by  reason  of  damage  to  baggage. — 
The  statute  of  Iowa,  giving  an  action  to  passengers  against 
common  carriers  for  damage  to  baggage  or  other  property  of 
travelers  through  careless  or  negligent  handling  of  the  same, 
and  a  stipulated  penalty  of  three  dollars  for  each  day's  de- 
tention occasioned  to  such  travelers  by  reason  of  such  damage, 

1  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R.  &  Trans.  29  Vfc.  426;  Schopman  t>,  Bosfon  & 

Co.  -P.  Belknap,  21  Wend.  354.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Cush.  24;  111.  Cent. 

» Illinois  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Copeland,  R,  R.  Co.  v.  Copeland,  24  111.  :^2. 

24  111.332.  ♦Candee  v,  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  21 

» Cnndee  v.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Wis.  Wis.  582. 

582;  Iloodr.  N.Y.  &  N.  Haven  R.  'Candee  v.  Penn.   R.   EfTo.,  21 

R.  Co.,  22  Conn.  1;  Spragae  v.  Smith,  Wis.  582. 
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is  held  by  the  supreme  court  of  that  state  not  to  apply  to  a  case 
of  mere  delay  in  carriage,  or  detention  of  baggage,  but  to  such 
detention  of  the  owner  as  accrues  in  "consequence"  of  such 
damage  to  the  baggage.  Cases  of  mere  detention  of  baggage  are 
not  within  the  statute.*  Detention  of  the  owner  may  be  for  pur- 
poses of  repair  of  baggage  so  damaged,  or  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  action  given  by  the  statute  for  damages  to  baggage;  and  such 
detention  of  the  owner  is  the  detention  contemplated  by  the 
statute. 

9.  Testimony  of  the  owner  as  to  lost  baggage. — In  an  ac- 
tion for  lost  baggage,  the  owner  is  a  competent  witness,  from  ne- 
cessity, at  common  law,  to  prove  the  contents  of  the  trunk,  or 
other  thing  containing  the  baggage,  and  also  the  description 
thereof;  but  can  not  testify  to  the  value.  This  latter  proof 
may  be  made  always  by  disinterested  persons,  who  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  value  of  such  articles,  and  who  may  usually  be  found 
in  every  community.'  And  the  owner  thus  being  competent,  so 
is  his  wife.' 

It  follows  that,  except  in  those  states  wherein  by  statute  par- 
ties are  allowed  to  testify  generally  in  their  own  cases,  the  owner 
of  lost  baggage  may  not  be  a  witness  for  himself  to  prove  the 
value  of  the  trunk,  or  other  receptacle  in  which  the  baggage  is 
carried.  It  is  not  a  necessity.  His  evidence  can  go  no  further 
than  to  describe  the  same;  and  when  described,  any  dealer  in  the 
article  may  prove  the  value  thereof.* 

In  the  case  of  Parmelee  v,  McNulty  the  court  say:  "the  law 
permits  a  party  to  be  a  witness  in  his  own  cause,  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  the  contents  of  lost  baggage,  and  even  its  value,  where 
he  can  not  adduce  other  evidence  of  these  facts  ";  but  that  '^This 
is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  of  law,  and  should  not  be  ex- 
tended beyond  the  necessit}-  which  gave  rise  to  it."*  In  some  of 
the  states,  the  owner  may  by  statute  not  only  swear  to  the  cou- 

» Anderson  v.  The  Toledo.  Wabash  '  Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie  R.  R.  Co. 

&  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  32  lowii,  86.  t>.  Fulton,  20  Ohio,  318. 

"Pannelee  v.  McNully,  19  III.  558;  ♦Parmelee  r.  McXulty,  19  111.  558; 

Davis  r.  Mich.  South.  &  N.  Indiana  Davia  t?.  M.  S.  &  N.  T.  R.  R.  Co.,  22 

R.  R.  Co.,  22  111.   281;  111.  Cent.  R.  111.  278. 

R.  Co.  V.  Taylor,  -'4  111.  32^J;   Illinois  «^Pannelee  v.  McNulty,  19  111.  55S; 

Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Copoland,  24  III.  :;:J2;  Davis  r.  M.  S.  &  N.  I.  R.  R.  Co.,  22 

Mad  River  ^  Lake  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  III.  2S1. 
Fulton.  20  Ohio,  318. 
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tents  and  description  of  articles  contained  in  the  trunk  or 
other  vehicle  lost,  but  also  to  the  value  thereof,  subject  to  rebut- 
tal by  evidence  of  others,  as  inordinary  cases  of  rebutting  evi- 
dence;* so  also,  in  those  states  where,  in  all  cases,  parties  to  civil 
actions  and  suits  are  competent  in  law  to  testify  in  their  own 
behalf, 

10.  Baggage  as  freight,  pasBing  without  the  owner. — ^The 
mere  delivery  of  a  trunk  to  a  railroad  company,  or  to  its  bagga^^e 
master,  to  be  carried  over  the  company's  road,  accompanying  the 
delivery  with  a  statement  that  the  owner  of  the  trunk  had 
passed  over  the  road,  will  not  fix  upon  the  company  in  itself  the 
obligation  to  carry  the  trunk  as  baggage,  and  free  of  charge;' 
but  a  trunk,  as  well  as  other  property,  may  be  sent  as  ordinary 
freight,  and  if  delivered  for  carriage  to  a  railroad  company  un- 
der such  circumstances  as  does  not  entitle  it  to  go  over  the  road 
as  baggage,  yet  if  received  by  the  company,  it  should  be  for- 
warded as  freight,  and  a  charge  made  and  collected  therefor  on 
delivery  at  its  place  of  destination.'  For  a  trunk  tlius  delivered 
to  and  lost  by  a  railroad  company,  the  company  are  liable  as 
common  carriers;  and  it  does  not  alter  the  case  that  nothing  was 
paid  for  carriage,  where  advanced  payment  was  not  claimed  when 
the  trunk  was  delivered  to  the  company.* 

11.  Lien  on  baggage  for  fare  of  passenger. — The  law  gives  the 
company  a  lien  on  a  passenger's  baggage,  when  in  the  compa- 
ny's possession,  for  the  passenger's  fare,  and  it  may  be  held  for 
payment  by  virtue  of  the  lien;  but  if  broken  open  or  robbed 
whilst  so  detained,  the  company  are  liable  for  the  loss,  and  this, 
too,  irrespective  of  the  question  as  to  whether  it  is  retained  with 
or  without  the  consent  of  the  owner.* 

>  Nolan  V.  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.,  138;    Graffam  v.  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co., 

39  Mo.  114.  supra, 

*  Wilson  V.  Grand  Trunk  R  W.  Co.,  *  Wilson  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co., 

57  Maine.  138;  GrafiFam  v.  Boston  &  57  Maine.  138;  Graffam  v.  B.  &  M.  R. 

Me.  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Me.  2:34;  S.  C.  5  R.  Co.,5w/7ra. 

Repr.  44,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  372.  *  Southwestern  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bently, 

» Wilson  V.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  of  51  Ga.  311;   S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  W.  Rep. 

Canada,  56   Maine,    60;    Wilson   v,  354. 
Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co.,  57  Maine, 
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BELL  RINGING,  WHISTLING  AND  OTHER  WARNINGS. 


Section. 

Not  intended  for  persons  walking 
longitudinally  on  railroads      .      1 

The  omission  thereof,  when  re- 
quired by  law ....      2 

Omission  to  ring  bell  or  sound 


Section, 
whistle    may    be    negligence, 
though  not  required  by  statute      3 
Other  ordinary  care  must  also  be 
observed        •        •        •        •       4 


1.  Not  intended  for  benefit  of  persona  walking  longitudi- 
nally on  railroads. — The  law  requiring  the  bell  to  be  rung  upon 
locomotive  engines  in  approaching  to  and  crossing  public  road 
crossings,  is  not  enacted  for  the  benefit  or  warning  of  persons 
walking  on  the  track  of  a  railroad  company,  along  such  track, 
not  in  or  on  a  public  highway;  but  is  meant  exclusively  for  the 
protection  of  persons  about  to  cross  the  railroad  at  public  cross- 
ings.* Neither  is  it  intended  for  the  protection  of  passengers 
taking  or  leaving  trains.' 

And  where,  in  Ehode  Island,  a  person  thus  walking  along  the 
private  track  of  a  railroad  company,  at  *a  place  where  the  com- 
pany had  the  exclusive  right  of  the  road,  was  injured,  it  was 
holden  by  the  supreme  court  of  that  state  that  he  could  not  re- 
cover against  the  company  for  the  injury,  although  it  occurred 


»0'Donnell  p.  The  Providence  & 
Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Rhode  Isld. 
211,  217;  Harty  ©.Cent.  R.  R.Co.  of 
N.  J.,  42  N.  Y.  468;  Voak  v.  North- 
ern Cent.  Ry.  Co..  75  N.  Y.  820.  It  is 
otherwise  in  Tennessee  by  statute :  Hill 
V.  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co..  9 
Heisk.  823,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  400.  But 
the  statute  does  not  apply  as  between 
the  company  and  its  emi^oycs  at 
yards  and  stations:  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville R.  R.  Co.  r.  Robertson,  Id.  276, 
20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9.  Under  this  statute 
it  is  held  it  is  the  duty  of  the  engi- 


neer to  keep  a  lookout  ahead,  but 
not  behind,  and  to  ring  the  bell  or 
sound  the  whistle  at  crossings;  but 
if  there  Ss  nothing  on  the  track  ahead, 
he  need  not  continue  such  signals.  If 
the  person  on  the  track  can  be  seen, 
the  statute  requires  that  every  passible 
means  shall  be  used  to  stop  the  train; 
but  if  concealed  from  view,  the  omis- 
sion of  the  statutory  requirements  is 
not  n'^gligence:  Moran  v,  Nashville 
&  Chattanooga  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Tenn.  379, 
21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  192. 
8  Terry  v.  Jewett,  78  N.  Y.  338. 
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near  to  a  public  crossing,  and  within  snch  distance  thereof  as  the 
bell  was  by  law  required  to  be  rung  when  approaching  the  cross- 
ing.* The  court  held  that  the  duty  imposed  by  the  statute,  as  to 
ringing  the  bell,  being  one  imposed  for  the  benefit  of  those  in  the 
legitimate  act  of  crossing,  was  not  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the 
injured  person,  who  received  his  injury  walking  along  o)i  the  road 
elsewhere  than  at  the  crossing;  and  that  to  recover,  the  injury 
must  have  proceeded  from  the  neglect  of  "some  duty  or  obliga- 
tion due  to  him  who  claims  damages  for  the  neglect.'" 

It  is  held  in  Massachusetts  that  the  statute  requiring  railroad 
corporations  to  carry  bells  on  their  engines,  and  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  rung  at  and  in  the  approach  to  public  road  crossings, 
applies  as  well  to  lessees  operating  the  railroad  of  another  cor- . 
poration  as  to  the  owners  of  such  roads  when  operating  them 
themselves.' 

In  New  Tork,  a  statute  requiring  railroad  companies  to  keep 
a  bell  or  steam  whistle  upon  their  ensjines,  and  to  fiause  the  bell 
to  be  rung  or  the  whistle  to  be  sounded  "  at  the  distance 
of  at  least  three  hundred  yards  from  the  place  where  any 
such  railroad  crosses  a  turnpike  road,  or  highway,  upon 
the  same  level  with  the  said  railroad";  and  requiring  that 
"  such  bell  shall  be  kept  ringing,  or  such  steam  whistle  shall 
continue  to  be  blown,  until  the  engine  has  crossed  such  turn- 
pike or  highway,  or  has  stopj.ed,"  is  held  not  to  apply  to 
places  other  than  road  crossings,  and  is  not  intended  for  persons 
traveling  on  or  crossing  the  railroads  of  said  state  elsewhere 
than  at  public  crossings.*  And  such  seems  to  be  the  current  of 
authoritj'.  The  Court  of  Appeals  of  that  state  say,  Earl,  Chief 
Justice:  "  The  sole  object  of  this  law,  it  seems  to  me,  was  to  pro- 
tect persons  travelini^  upon  the  highway,  at  or  near  the  crossing. 
In  the  language  of  Allen,  J.,  in  The  People  v.  Now  York  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Co.  (25  Barb.  199),  in  reference  to  a  similar  law  of 

>  O'Donnell   r.  The  Providence   &  10  Gush.  562;  Davis  v,  Prov.  &  Wor- 

WoTcesterR.  R.  Co.,  6  Rhode  hid.  oester  R.  R.  Co.,   121  Mass.  134.  See 

211,  214,  217.                   •  Pierce  v.  Concord  R.  R.  Co.,  51  N.  H. 

"O'Donnell   r.  The  Providence  &  590;  HalU.  Brown,  54  N.  H.495;  S. 

Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Rhode  Isld.  C.  58  N.  H.  93. 

214,  217;  1  Comyn's  Dig.,  Action  on  *  Harty  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J., 

Statute,  letter  F.  42  N.  Y.  468. 

>LiiifieId  V.  Old  Colony  R.  R.  Co., 
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this  state,  "the  hazards  to  be  provided  against  were  two-fold: 
let.  The  danger  of  actnal  collision  at  the  crossing;  and,  2d. 
That  of  damage  by  the  frightening  of  teams  traveling  upon  the 
public  highway,"  "  near  the  crossing."*  The  court,  as  a  reason 
for  such  ruling,  refer  to  the  fact  that  by  such  statute  railroad 
companies  were  not  required  to  use  tliesc  precautions  where  the 
highway  passed  along  the  railroad,  nor  where  it  passed  at  an 
elevation  over  it  or  under  it;  nor  were  they  required  to  take 
these  precautions  for  the  protection  of  persons  walking  along 
upon  the  railroad.' 

From  these  principles  it  clearly  results  that  a  failure  to  resort 
to  these  measures  of  warning  at  places  other  than  crossings  is 
not  legal  negligence,  as  for  want  of  statutory  compliance. 
But  it  is  equally  clear  that,  while  the  want  of  such  warnings 
on  the  part  of  railroad  companies  is  not  legal  negligence  i-esult- 
ing  from  non-compliance  with  positive  legal  requirements, 
nevertheless  the  rule  of  law  that  requires  of  the  company  ordi- 
nary care  under  all  circumstances  to  avoid  injury  to  others,  may 
render  the  giving  of  these  warnings  necessary,  as  a  matter  of 
reasonable  care,  at  times  and  places  not  required  by  express  law.' 
This,  however,  depends  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

2.  The  omission  thereof,  when  required  by  law. — When  by 
law  bell  ringing  and  sounding  the  wliistle  are  required  in 
approaching  and  passing  over  public  road  crossings,  the  omission 
thereof  amounts  to  actual  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  company.* 


*  Harty  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J., 
42  N.  Y.  468.  471. 

2  Harty  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J., 
42  N.  Y.  46S,  471. 

« Harty  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J., 
42  N.  Y.  468,  472;  Schultz  v.  Chica<ro 
&  Northwestern  Ry.  Co..  44  Wis.  638, 
18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  146;  Ditbemer  v.  Chi- 
capro.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co., 
47  Wis.  VSS,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  37. 

*  Reynolds  v.  Hindman,  32  Iowa, 
146;  Artz  v.  The  Chi.,  R.  Isld.  &  P. 
R.  R.  Co.,  34  Iowa,  153;  Dodge  v. 
The  Burlington,  C.  R.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co., 
34  Iowa,  276;  Steves  v.  The  Oswego 
&  S.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  Y.  422;  Havens 
V,  The  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  41  N.  Y.  296; 


Cordell  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R. 
Co.,  64  N.  Y.  535;  S.  C.  70  N.Y.  119, 
and  6  Hun,  461 ;  Bradley  r.  Boston  & 
Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Cash.  (Mass.),  539; 
Galena  &  Chi.  Union  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Loom  is,  13  111.  548;  Chi.  &  Rock  Isl- 
and R.  R.  Co.  r.  Reid,  24  III.  144;  Chi. 
&  All  on  R.  R.  Co.  v.  lIenden>on,  66 
111.  494:  Dimick  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  80  111.  3:38;  Peoria,  Pekin  &  Jack- 
sonville R.  R.  Co.  V.  Siltman,  88  111. 
529,  21  An/  Ry.  Rep.  ^52;  Memphis 
&  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.  i?.  Copeland, 
61  Ala.  376.  It  is  a  question  for  the 
jury  whether  the  signals  are  given: 
Warner  v.  New  York  Central  R.  R. 
Co.,  52  N.  Y.  437,  4  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
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l?iit  snch  omission  and  negligence  does  not  render  the  com- 
pany  liable  for  injuries  received  at  such  crossings,  unless  the 
omission  be  the  cause  thereof,  or  contribute  thereto,  without 
contributory  negligence  of  the  injured  party,  if  in  those  states 
where  the  doctrine  of  contributory  negh'gence  prevails;^  and 


616;  Dyer  t.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  71  N.  T. 
228;  Coegrove  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R. 
li.  R.  Co.,  13  Hun,  829;  Byrne  v. 
Same,  14  Hun,  322;  Sutherland  v. 
Same,  41  N.  T.  Supr.  17;  Peoria,  Pe- 
kin  &  Jacksonville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Silt- 
man,  88  III.  529;  S.  C.  21  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  352;  Eilert  v.  Green  Bay  &  Minn. 
R.  R.  Co.,  48  Wis.  C06;  S.  C.  10  Cent. 
L.  J.  316.  And  the  positive  testimony 
of  witnesses  that  the  signals  are  nob 
given,  is  not  negative  evidence:  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Lee,  87  III.  454,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
378.  And  an  instruction  that  the  pos- 
itive testimony  of  one  witness  out- 
weighs the  testimony  of  any  number 
of  negative  witnesses,  is  properly  re- 
fused: Savannah  k  Memphis  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Shearer,  58  Ala.  672,  20  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  451.  See  also  Urbanek  v, 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 
Co.,  47  Wis.  59,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  58; 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Dickson,  88  111.  431,  21  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  328;  Voak  v.  N.  Cent.  Ry.  Co., 
75  N.  Y.  320.  The  general  rule  is, 
however,  that  positive  testimony  is 
entitled  to  greater  weight  than  nega- 
tive testimony:  Rockford,  Rock  Island 
k  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Byam,  80  111. 
528;  Chapman  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H. 
R.  R.  R.  Co.,  14  Hun,  484.  And  so. 
where  such  signals  are  required  to 
warn  persons  on  the  track:  Hill  v, 
Ix)uisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  9 
Heisk.  823,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  400. 
*  Reynolds  v.  Hindman,  32  Iowa, 
146;  Dodge  p.  Burlington, Cedar  Rapids 
&  Minnesota  R.  R.  Co.,  34  la.  276; 
Artz  f .  The  Chi..  R.  Isld.  &  P.  R.  R. 
Co.,  34  Iowa,  153;  S.  C.  38  la.  293, 
aiid  44  la   284;    Payne  v.  Chicago, 


Rock  Island  k  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  39  la. 
523,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  176;  S.  C.  44 
la.  236;  Lang  v.  Holiday  Creek  R.  k 
C.  M.  Co.,  49  la.  469;  Steves  v.  The 
Oswego  &  S.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  Y.  422; 
Brown  v.  Buffalo  &  St.  Line  R.  R.  Co., 
22  N.  Y.  191;  Wilcox  v.  The  Rome, 
W.  k  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  39  N.  Y.  a58; 
Havens  v,  ITie  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  41  N.  Y. 
296;  Briggs  V,  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R. 
R.  R.  Co.,  72  N.  Y.  26;  Cosgrove  r. 
Same,  13  Hun,  329;  Barringer  v.  Same, 
18  Hun,  398;  Pakalinsky  v.  Same,  82 
N.  Y.  424;  Memphis  &  Charleston  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Bibb,  37  Ala.  699;  Chicago 
k  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McDaniels,  63 
III.  122;  Chi.,  Bur.  k  Quincy  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Van  Palten,  adrar.,  64  111.  510; 
Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Henderson, 
66  ni.  494;  a  oledo,  Wabash  k  West- 
em  Ry.  Co.  V,  Jones,  76  III.  311;  Same 
V.  Durkin,  Id,  395;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Hetherington,  83  III.  510;  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Harwood,  90  III.  425;  Lake  Shore  & 
Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.  v,  Clemens, 
5Bradw.  (III.),  77;  Leavenworth,  Law- 
rence k  G.  R.  R.  Co.-f?.  Rice,  10  Kans. 
426;  Meeks  v.  Southern  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  52  Cal.  602,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
115;  Dublin,  W.  &  W.  Ry.  Co.  r. 
Slattery,  Law  Rep.  3  A  pp.  Cas.  1155; 
S.  C.  Irish  Re^.,  8  C.  L.  531,  and  10 
Id.  256;  Houston  k  Tex.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Nixon,  52  Tex.  19;  Harlan  i?.  St. 
Ix)uis,  Kansas  City  k  Northern  R.  R. 
Co.,  64  Mo.  480;  Zimmerman  v.  Han- 
nibal &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  71  Mo. 
476;  S.  C.  11  Cent.  Law  J.  96.  And 
the  rule  is  the  same  though  the  plaint- 
iff at  the  time  of  the  accident  be  a  pas- 
senger in  the  vehicle  of  another :  Payne 
V,  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry.  Co.,  supra. 
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without  that  degree  of  comparative  negligence  which  prevents 
a  party  from  recovering  in  those  states,  as  in  Illinois  and 
Georgia,  wherein  the  rale  of  comparative  negligence  is  recog- 
nized and  enforced.*  But  if  the  negligence  be  all  on  the  part 
of  the  company,  and  the  injury  result  from  such  unmixed  neg- 
ligence, then  the  company  are  liable  therefor,  whether  such 
negligence  consist  in  omitting  to  ring  the  bell  or  sound  the 
whistle,  or  in  other  acts  or  omissions,  or  in  each.  To  this  point 
no  authorities  need  be  cited. 

If  warning  boards  or  signs  be  not  placed  up  at  public  cross- 
ings in  Massachusetts,  as  required  by  the  statute,  the  com- 
pany are  for  such  omission  chargeable,  in  that  respect,  with 
negligence;  but  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to  make  proof  of  such 
omission,  a  foundation  for  such  evidence  must  be  laid  by  an  aver- 
ment of  such  omission  in  the  'J)etition  or  declaration.'  If  there 
be  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  based  on  proof  of  omitting  to  fence, 
when  no  such  averment  is  made  in  the  petition  or  declaration, 
the  verdict  will  be  set  aiside,  and  leave  will  be  given  to  amend. 

The  statute  requirement  of  signals  is  not  for  the  benefit  of 
such  passengers  taking  or  leaving  the  train  at  the  depot* 

Proof  of  a  violation  pf  the  statute  and  an  injury  is  not  suflS- 
cient;*  there  must  be  proof  connecting  the  one  with  the  other.' 
Whether  the  failure  to  give  the  signals  was  the  cause  of  the 
injury,  is  a  question  for  the  jury.^  Although,  in  ordinary  cases, 
where  there  is  no  statute  requiring  the  whistle  of  a  railroad 
engine  to  be  sounded  at  public  crossing,  or  the  ringing  of  the 
bell  at  such  places,  the  question  as  to  whether  the  omission  to 
do  60  is  negligence  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  decision   of  a 


'  See  Chap.  51,  Negligence,  subdn. 
3.  Such  requirement  of  the  statute 
merely  superadds  an  additional  duty 
on  the  company,  the  omission  to  dis- 
charge which,  like  the  omission  to  dis- 
charge any  common  law  duty  would 
be,  is  negligence:  Steves  v.  The  Os- 
wego &  S.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  Y.  422. 

^Klkins  V.  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R. 
Co.,  115  Mass.  190. 

*  El  kins  v.  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R. 
Co.,  115  Mass.  190. 

*  Terry  v,  Jewett,  78  N.  T.  333. 

» McGrath  i?.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R. 


R.  R.  Co.,  63  N.  Y.  522;  S.  C.  59  N. 
Y.  468,  1  Thompson  &  C.  24^3,  and  3 
Id.  776;  Stoneman  v.  Atlantic  &  Pac 
R.  R.  Co.,  58  Mo.  503;  Holman  v.  Chi., 
R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  62  Mo.  562; 
North  Eastern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Wanleps,  L. 
R.  7  H.  L.  12;  Wanless  v.  N.  E.  Ry. 
Co.,  L.  R.  6  Q.  B.  481. 

•  Briggs  V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R. 
R.  Co.,  72  N.  Y.  26. 

nils.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Benton,  69 
ni.  174;  Dublin,  W.  &  W.  Ry.  Co.  r. 
Slattery,  supra. 
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j"''3'5*  JGt  it  is  negligence  in  law  to  omit  the  same  when  by 
statute  the  performance  of  such  duties  is  required.  Tlie  omis- 
sion  to  perform  an  act  required  by  statute,  and  of  the  descrip- 
tion here  involved,  is  negligence  in  itself;*  but  what  the  effect 
thereof  may  be,  is  another  question.  If  injury  ensue,  and  the 
statute  renders  the  company  liable  therefor,  by  reason  of  not 
complying  therewith,  then  the  company  are  liable.  If,  how- 
ever, no  such  liability  exists  by  statute,  then  the  omission  must 
cause  or  contribute  to  the  injury,  to  render  the  company 
liable,  and  the  relative  or  contributive  negligence  of  the  plaint- 
iff, as  the  case  may  be,  must  not  be  such  as  to  prevent  a  recov- 
ery.' 

Whilst  by  the  statute  in  Illinois  a  penalty  is  imposed  upon 
railroad  companies  for  not  putting*  up  certain  signs  of  warn- 
ing at  public  crossings,  and  for  omitting  to  ring  a  bell  and 
blow  the  whistle  of  the  engine  at  and  in  approaching  such  cross- 
ings, and  renders  railroad  companies  liable  for  all  injuries 
inflicted  and  damages  sustained  at  such  places  by  any  one  by 
reason  of  such  omission,  yet  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  statute 
to  render  such  companies  liable  for  injuries  not  traceable  to 


»  Galena  &  Chi.  Union  R.  R.  C5o.  v. 
Dill,  22  111.  271;  St.  Louis,  Jackaon- 
ville  &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Terhune,  50 
III.  151;  Cordell  v,  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H. 
R.  R.  R.  Co.,  64  N.  Y.  5^5;  S.  C.  6 
Hun,  461 ;  Bauer  r.  Kansas  Pac.  Ry. 
Co.,  69  Mo.  219;  Ellis  v.  Great 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.,  9  C.  P.  551. 
But  see  Dyer  p.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  71  N- 
Y.  228. 

"Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Ged- 
dis,  33  Hi.  804;  St.  Ix)ui8,  Jackson- 
ville &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Terhune,  50 
III.  151;  ante,  p.  1006. 

'  But  it  is  said  in  Owens  v.  Hanni- 
bal &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Mo. :;%, 
9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  19.  that  such  npli- 
gence  is  sufficient  of  itself  to  create  a 
liability  for  cattle  killed  at  the  cross- 
ing:, in  the  absence  of  contributoiy 
nejrligence  by  the  owner;  and  relying 
upon  Howenstein  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
55  Mo.  33.     But  in  the  same  court,  in 
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Stonenian  r.  Atlantic  &  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  58  Mo.  503,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  42, 
it  is  held  that  such  negligence  by 
itself  will  not  authorize  recovery,  un- 
less it  appear  that  the  killing  was 
actually  the  result  of  the  negliif once; 
and  citing  Earle  v,  Kansas  City,  St. 
Joseph  &  Council  IMnfTs  R.  R.  Co.,  55 
Mo.  48  i,  as  authority  for  the  position. 
And  they  say,  in  this  case,  that  the 
Howenstein  case,  supra,  does  not  an- 
nounce any  different  doctrine,  but  re- 
lates to  the  proof  uecoj^sary  to  show 
the  connection  between  the  negligence 
and  the  injury.  The  Stoneman  ca^e 
is  conceived  to  be  the  better  law,  and 
is  in  accordance  with  the  current  of 
authority  in  those  states  where  a  dif- 
ferent rule  of  negligence  has  not  been 
established  by  statute,  which  does  not 
appear  to  be  the  case  in  Missouri. 
See  1  Wagner's  Stat.,  p.  310,  sec.  38. 
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Bnch  omission.  The  omission  will  not  render  tliem  liable  per 
8p./  the  injurr  mtist  be  shown,  by  circn Distances  at  least,  to  have 
beeu  the  conseqneiice  of,  or  caused  by,  such  neglect'  Aud, 
moreover,  it  is  the  daty  of  persons  approaching  such  places  to 
be  likewise  in  tlie  observance  of  dno  care;  and  if  tbey  fail  to  look 
ont  and  linten,  r>  as  to  »ec  or  hear  an  approaciiing  train,  where, 
under  the  circuinstanues,  and  from  tlie  locality  of  the  premises. 
trains  are  easily  seen  and  beard,  they  themselves  will  be  held 
accountable  for  negligence  on  tbeir  part,  and  may  not  beentitled 
to  recover,  nnless  for  iTijiiries  wanto;ily  inflicted.' 

Itj  in  consequence  of  a  failure  to  give  the  signals  required  by 
law,  horses  are  frightened,  and  injury  is  sustained  therefrom  by 
the  owner,  the  company  will  be  liable.' 

Where  tliere  is  no  law  requiring  railroad  companies  to  give 
signals  and  station  flagmen  at  public  crossings,  they  are  not 
hound  to  do  it,  and  therefore  it  is  not  negligence  to  omit  to  do 
so;'  bnt  if  tbey  choose  of  tbeir  own  accord  to  do  so,  and  for  a 
length  of  time  have  flagmen  at  certain  crossings  to  warn  persons 
of  danger,  then  the  withdrawal  of  them  without  notice  to  the 
public  may  amount  to  a  question  of  negligence  to  go  to  the 

'  Calena  A  Chi.  Union  B.  K.  Co.  p.  Mass.  158,  17  Am.  Rj.  Hep.  402. 

LoomiB,  in  111-  548;  Chicago  &  Rcnk  'Emst,  ei'i;,  p.  The  Hudson  River 

]skl.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  McKpho,  40  III.  318,  R.  R.  Co.,39N.  Y.  (12  TilEinj),  61; 

229;  Cbiciitro,  n.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.   r.  Beisiegel  r.  New  York  Cent  R.  R. 

I*e,  60  111.  Wl ;  Stovfis  r.  Oswego  ft  Co.,  40   N.  Y.  (1  Hand).  9;  Grippen. 

Rvracnse   R.  R.  Co..  18   N.  Y.  422;  admr.,  r.  The  New  York  Cent.  H.  R. 

BriBsra  f.  N.  Y.  C<-nt.  «  H.  R.   R.  R.  Co..  40  N.  Y.  (1   Hand),  34;  Havens 

Co.,  72  H.  y.  28.  t..  The  Erie    Ry.  Co.,   41    N.  Y.  (2 

'Chienffo  &  Hock  Isld.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Ha  d),  296;  MtGrath  e.  N.  Y.  Cent. 

McKean.  40  111.  218,  2:!4;    Chica^,  A  H.  R.  B.  R.  Co.,  6:t  N.  Y.  522;  S. 

Burlinfflon  &  Quincy  B.  R.  Co.  r.  C.  J9  N.  Y.  46^;  Patalinsky  e.  S.irae, 

Harwood,   80   111.   88;  lake  Shore.*  S2   N.  Y.  424;    Sutherland  v.    Saroe, 

Mich.   Soiilhem  By.  Co.    r.  Sunder-  41    N.  Y.    Superior,    17;    State    r. 

laud,  2  BraJw.  (111.),   :W7;  Steves  r.  Phila..  Wilm.    &    Bait.    B.    R.   Co.. 

OHwefTO  *  Syracuse  B.  B.  Co.,  13  N.  47  Md.  76;  Phila.  &  Beading  R.  R. 

Y.  422;  Langr  e.  Holiday  Civek  R.  &  Co.  r.  Killipa,  88  Penn.  St.  40-i;  Ship- 
""  '  "  I«.  469;  Fletcher  r.  ley  p.  Lou  Ion,  B.  &  8.  C.  By.  Co.,  h. 
I.  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  B.  I  Kich.  21;  S.  C.  4  Hurl.  &  C. 
5t.  Louis  &  IronMoun-  9.t;  Stubley  r.  London  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
..,  4  Mo  App.  4S.-|;  Co.,  L.  B.  1  Exch.  13;  Cliff  r.  Mid- 
Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  Hy.  land  Ry.  Co.,  L.  B.  5  Q.  B.  2.58;  Bil- 
Chi.,  R.  1.  &  P.  B.  H.  l..f  r  l^ndon,  B.  *  S.  C.  Ry,  Co.,  18 
.  95  U.  S.  697.  C.  B.  (N.  S.),  584. 
eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  124 


BELL   KINGING,   WHISTLING   AND   OTHER   WARNINGS. 


ion 


jnry.'  Bnt  even  tliou<>;h  the  conipanj'  discontinue  the  practice 
of  flagging  snch  crossings,  and  omit  to  give  signals  of  warning 
thereat,  yet  that  will  not  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  ordinary 
care  of  travelers,  who  are  none  the  less  bound  to  both  look  and 
listen  for  trains.' 

And  so,  in  New  York,  the  neglii^ence  of  a  flagman  at  a  public 
crossing  of  a  railroad,  if  it  be  the  sole  cause  of  an  injury,  will 
render  the  company  liable;'  for  though  it  might  not  amount 
to  negligence  to  omit  to  have  n  flagman  stationed  at  a  particular 
crossing,  yet  if  one  be  placed  there,  and  omit  to  do  his  duty,  and 
by  reason  thereof  an  injury  occurs,  the  company  are  liable,  if 
the  injured  person  be  free  of  blame.*  The  question  whether  the 
company  is  bound  to  place  a  flagman  at  crossings  is  not  one  for 
the  jury.' 

A  plaintiff  will  be  exonerated  from  the  imputation  of  negli- 
gence, when  suing  for  a  personal  injury,  if  it  appear  that  the 


*  Ernst,  ex's,  v.  The  Hudson  River 
R.  R.  Co.,  39  N.  Y.  (12  Tiffany),  61; 
Deisieg^el  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  40  N.  Y.  (1  Hand),  9;  Grippen  v. 
The  New  York  Cent  R.  R.  Co.,  40  N. 
Y.  (1  Hand),  :34;  Havens  r.  The  Erie  Ry. 
Co.,  41  N.  Y.  296;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich. 
Southern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Sunderland,  2 
Bradw.  (111).  307.  But  if  the  injured 
party  knows  of  such  discontinuance 
of  the  practice  of  flagging  the  cross- 
ing, then  the  discontinuance  raises  no 
question  of  negligence:  Ernst  i?.  Hud- 
son River  R.  R.  Co.,  and  Beisiegcl  v, 
N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  The  in- 
jury must  be  the  result  of  defeiidant's 
negligence  alone,  unmixed  with  any 
other  cause,  else  defendant  is  not 
liable:  Grippen  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra.  In  the  case  of  Havens  v. 
Erie  Ry.  Co.,  supra,  the  court  say, 
Grover,  J.:  **It  may  now  be  re- 
garded a9  settled  by  this  court,  that 
a  traveler  approaching  a  crossing  is 
required  to  use  his  eyes  and  ears  in 
look  ng  and  listening  to  ascertain 
whether  trains  are  approaching,  irre- 
spective of  the  question  whether  the 


signals  required  by  statute  are  given 
upon  the  train,  and  that  if  an  ipjury 
is  received  in  consequence  of  his  omis- 
sion so  to  do,  he  can  not  recover 
therefor":  41  N.  Y.  298,  299. 

^Havens  v.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  supra; 
L.  S.  &  M,  S.  Ry.  Co,  r.  Sunderland, 
supra. 

•KiKsengor  v.  The  New  York  & 
Harlem  R.  R.  Co.,  56  N.  Y,  (11  Sick^ls), 
538;  Dolan  v.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal 
Co.,  71  N.  Y.  285;  Casey  r.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  78  N.  Y. 
518;  S.  C.  8  Daly,  220,  and  6  Abb.  N. 
C.  104;  Borst  v.  Lake  Shore  A  Mich. 
Southern  Ky.  Co.,  4  Hun,  346;  St.  Lou- 
is, Vandalia  &  Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Dunn,  78  111.  197;  Phila.  &  Reading 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Killips,  88  Penn.  St.  405. 

*Kissengor  v.  The  New  York  & 
Harlem  R.  R.  Co.,  56  N.  Y.  (11  Sick- 
els),  5:«. 

"^Dyer  v.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  71  N.  Y. 
228;  State  v.  Phila.,  Wilm.  &  Bait. 
R.  R.  Co.,  47  Md.  76;  Cliff  v.  Mid- 
land Ry.  Co.,  supra.  But  see  Eaton 
t?.  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  129  Mass.  364. 
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injury  was  received  on  a  crossing  of  the  railroad,  where  there 
was  no  flaorman,  and  during  the  confusion  occasioned  by  the  pas- 
sage of  two  trains  at  the  same  time,  running  in  different  direc- 
tions with  great  speed,  so  that  in  endeavoring  to  avoid  the  one, 
the  party  was  injured  by  the  other — there  being  no  warninic 
given,  either  by  the  whistle  or  bell,  and  it  being  in  evidence  that 
plaintiff  is  somewhat  deficient  in  the  sense  of  hearing.'  For  it 
is  not  only  negligence  to  omit  warnings  on  such  an  occasion  at 
such  a  place,  but  such,  too,  may  be  the  omission  to  flag  the 
crossing;  for  although  the  law  does  not  require  a  railroad  com- 
pany to  keep  flagmen  at  ordinary  crossijigs  of  public  highways 
in  the  country,  yet  if  circumstances  exist  rendering  it  wanting 
in  ordinary  care  not  to  do  so,  then  if  omitted,  and  injury  and 
damage  be  caused  by  reason  of  such  omission,  the  company  cor- 
poration is  liable,  if  there  be  no  contributory  negligence  on  the 
part  of  those  suffering  the  injury.' 

It  is  held  in  Iowa,  generally,  that  whenever  the  safety  of  per- 
sons or  property  demands  tliat  signals  be  given  at  crossings, 
failure  to  give  them  will  be  negligence,  even  in  the  absence  of  a 
statute  requiring  them.* 

3.  OmiBsion  to  ring  bell  or  soand  whistle  may  be  negligenc'e. 
thoagh  not  required  by  statute. — If  there  be  no  Statute,  as  is  the 
case  in  some  of  the  states,*  requiring  bell  ringing  and  sounding 
of  the  whistle  at  such  public  crossings,  yet  it  does  not  follow 
therefrom  that  these  signals  need  not  be  given.  This  will 
depend  upon  circumstances.  Railroad  companies  are  bound  to 
observe  at  least  ordinary  care  in  approaching  and  passing  such 
places;  and  if  there  be  obstructions  in  the  way  of  seeing  ap- 
proaching trains,  or  there  be  liigh  winds,  or  other  circumstances 
likely  to  prevent  persons  from  hearing  the  ordinary  noise  of 
approaching  trains,  these  circumstances  may  render  such  signals 
necessary  to  due  care  on  the  part  of  the  com})any.  Of  the 
existence  of  these  facts  and  circumstances,  the  jury  are  to  judge, 

*  New  Jersey  R.  R.  &  T.  Co.  v.  West,  •  Gates  v.  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 

3  Vroom  (N.  J.)i  91.  &  Missouri  River  Ry.  Co.,  39  la.  45,  9 

^Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mat-  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  75. 

thews,  36  N.  J.  Law  (7  Vroom),  531;  *  Spencer  v.  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  29 

Phila.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Eil-  Iowa,  55;  Artz  v.  The  Chi.,  R.  IM.  & 

lips,  88  Penn.  St.  405;  Cliff  v.  Mid-  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Iowa,  153. 
land  Ry.  Co.,  supra* 
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if  the  case  be  tried  by  jary,  and  also  as  to  tlie  comparative  or  con- 
tributory negligence  of  the  injured  party.* 

But  the  current  of  authorities  hold,  that  if  there  be  an  unob- 
structed view  of  the  road,  so  that  one  may  be  able  to  see  an 
approacliing  train  to  avoid  injury  from  it,  there  can  be  no 
recovery  for  an  injury  received  under  such  circumstances  by  one 
knowing  of  his  approach  to  such  crossing,  although  there  may 
be  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  company,  or  even  omission  to 
comply  with  a  statutory  requirement.'     In  the  absence  of  statu- 


»  Artz  V.  The  Chi.,  R.  IrW.  &  P.  R. 
R.  Co.,  34  Iowa,  153;  Edson  v.  Central 
R.  R.  Co..  40  la.  47,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
412;  Milwaukee  &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hunter,  11  Wis.  160;  Kennayde  r. 
Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  4-5  Mo.  255;  Tabor  v. 
Mo.  Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  46  Mo.  85:^; 
S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  517;  Beisiegel  v.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  N.  Y.  622;  Ren- 
wick  r.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N. 
Y.  132;  O'Mara  v.  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co  ,  38  N.  Y.  445;  Har.y  v.  Cent 
R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J.,  42  N.  Y.  468;  Tel- 
fer  V.  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  30  N.  J. 
188;  Evansville  &  Crawford sville  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Lowdermilk,  15  lud.  120; 
Indianapolis,  P.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.  tj. 
Keeiy,  23  Ind.  133;.  Galena  &  Chi. 
Union  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dill,  22  111.  264. 

*  Artz  V.  The  Chi.,  R.  laid.  &  P.  R. 
R.  Co.,  34  Iowa,  153;  Steves  t.  The 
Oawego  &  Syracuse  R.  R.  Co.,  18  N. 
Y.  422;  Wilds  v.  The  Hudson  River 
R.  R.  Co..  29  N.  Y.  315;  Gonzales  v. 
N.  Y.  &  Harlem  R.  R.  Co.,  38  X.  Y. 
440;  Ernst  v.  The  Hudson  River  R.  R. 
Co.,  39  N.  Y.  61;  Wilcox  v.  Rome, 
W.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  39  N.  Y.  a58; 
Gr:ppen  r.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  40 
N.  Y.  ai;  Hiivens  p.  The  Erie  Ry.  Co., 
41  N.  Y.  296;  Baxter  p.  'lr*y  &  Bos- 
ton R.  R.  Co.,  41  N.  Y.  502;  Nichol- 
son V.  Tlie  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  41  N.  Y. 
525;  Sheffield  v.  Rochester  &  S.  R.  R. 
Co.,  21  B.rbour,  339;  Casey  p.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Abb.  N. 


C.  104;  S.  C.  78  N.  Y.  518;  McGrath 
p.  Same,  59  N.  Y.  468;  S.  C.  63  N.  Y. 
522,  1  Thomp.  &  C.  243,  and  3  Id. 
776;  Morris  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Haslan,  4  Vroom  (N.  J.),  147;  Runyon 
p.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Dutch  (N.  J.), 
558;  Chi.  &  Rock  Isld.  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Still,  19  111,  499;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
p.  Buckner,  28  111.  303;  Chi.  &  Alton 
R.  R.  Co.  p  Gretzner,  46  111.  74;  Chi. 
&  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Fears,  53  111.  115; 
Evansville  &  C  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Hiatt,  17 
Ind.  102;  Toledo  &  Wabash  Ry.  Co. 
p.  Goddaivl,  25  Ind.  185;  Pittsburgh, 
Fort  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Vininjr, 
27  Ind.  513;  Lafayette  &  Indianapolis 
R.  R.  Co.  p.  Huffman,  28  Ind.  287; 
North  Penn.  R.  H.  Co.  p.  Heileman, 
49  Penn.  St.  60;  Cleveland,  Columbus, 
Cindnnati  &  Indianapolis  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Elliott,  28  Ohio  St.  340,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  12:^;  Cleveland,  C.  &  C.  R.  R. 
Co.  p.  Terry,  8  Ohio  St.  570;  Brown  p. 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  22 
Minn.  165,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  298; 
Coi^wcll  V.  Oregon  &  Cal.  R.  R.  Co., 
6  Oreg.  417.  See  Dublm,  W.  &  W. 
Ry.  Co.  p.  Slattery,  L.  R.  3  App.  Cas. 
1155;  S.  C.  Irish  Rep.  8  C.  L.  531, 
and  10  Id.  256.  Ihe  case  of  Brown 
p.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  supra,  holds 
that  a  whistle  need  not  be  blown  on 
approaching  a  crossing.  But  see  con- 
tra,  Phila.,  Wilm.  k  Bait  R.  R.  Go. 
p.  Stinger,  78  Penn.  St.  219. 
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tory  regulations,  it  is  for  the  jury  to  say  what  signals  are  essen- 
tial.' 

4.      Other,   and  ordinary,   care  mast  also    be    observed. — Tlie 

company  are  not  absolved  from  the  use  of  proper  care  in  other 
respects  at  public  cro8sin<r8,  by  com  ply  in  or  with  such  positive 
requirements  as  bell  riniring,  sounding  the  whittle,  and  putting 
up  signs  of  warninij^.  If  other  precautions  are  reasonably  nec- 
essary, the  company  is  bound  to  take  them;  and  the  fact  as  to 
negligence  may  be  rightly  left  to  the  jury,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, they  having  due  regard  to  the  relative  positions  of  the 
roiidri  at  aod  near  to  the  crossing,  the  time  of  day  or  night,  and 
the  weii]:ht  and  velocitv  of  the  enorine  or  train."  The  duties  ini- 
posed  b}'  statute  in  such  cases,  in  regard  to  bell  ringing  and 
whistling,  and  putting  up  signs,  are  in  their  nature  cumulative, 
and  are  not  intended  as  a  substitute  for  such  other  means  of 
observing  ordinary  care  as  a  reasonable  regard  for  the  safety  of 
others  may  require. 

Some  nice  questions  have  arisen  in  relation  to  the  legal  con- 
sequences of  giving  and  of  omitting  to  give  signals  of  warning 
at  railroad  crossings  of  highways,  as  also,  in  regard  to  the  same, 
when  a  locomotive  standing  at  or  near  a  highway  crossi ng»  and 
approaching  such  crossing,  is  about  starting  to  cross.  Circum- 
stances may  be  such  as  to  render  it  negligent  and  imprudent  to 
give  such  signal  when  thereby  horses  in  waiting  or  approaching 
vehicles,  designing  to  cross,  are  likely  to  be  frightened,  and 
injuries  ensue  therefrom.*  On  the  other  hand,  the  omission  to 
signalize  the  movementj?,  or  intended  movements,  of  the  train 
or   locomotive,   may   in   itself  involve  a  degree  of  negligence 


"Cordell  r.  N.  T.  Cent.  *  H.  R.  R. 
R.  Co.,  64  N.  Y.  r>:r);  S.  C.  6  Hun. 
461;  Paducah  &  Memphis  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Hophl,  12  Bush,  41;  Bauer r  Kans. 
Pac.  Ry.  Co.,  69  Mo.  219;  Ellis  v. 
Givat  Western  Rv.  Co.,  Ijuw  Rep.  9 
C.  P.  551.  But  st»e  Dyer  r.  Erie  Ry. 
Co..  71  N.  Y.  22S. 

^  Bnidley  r.  The  Boston  &  Maine 
R.  R.  Co.,  2  Cush.  5:^)9;  Linfield  r.  Old 
Colony  R  R.  i^o..  10  Cush.  bi\'2:  S.  C. 
1  Aiu.  R.  W.  CiVs.  4'»7;  Parker  r. 
Adiun^.  12  MiA,  415;  Webb  r.  Port- 
land &  Ko:.nobec  R.  R.  Co.,  57  Me. 


117;  Eaton  r.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  51  N.  Y. 
544.  4  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  524;  Weber  r. 
N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co..  67  X. 
Y.  587;  S.  C.  5^  X.  Y.  451;  Conlell  r. 
Same,  70  N.  Y.  119;  S.  C  64  N.  Y. 
5:r).  79  N.  Y.  636.  and  6  Hun,  461 : 
Dyer  r.  Erie  Ry.  Co..  71  N.  Y.  22-; 
Hart  r.  Chi..  R.  1.  &  P.  Ry  Co..  .6 
la.  ir,6;  S.  C.  7  N.  W.  Repr.  9;  So«»h 
&  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Thompson.  62 
Ala.  494. 

•  Hill  V.  The  Portland  &  Rochester 
R.  R.  Co.,  55  Maine,  4;^. 
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dangerous  to  persons  in  waiting  to  cross,  and  yet  not  necessarily 
so  per  €e.  So  tliat  it  is  not  always  easy  for  those  in  char«;G 
thereof  to  determine,  in  the  exercise  of  an  honest  discretion, 
whether,  under  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case  in  hand, 
it  be  safer  for  those  approaching,  or  in  waiting  to  cross,  to  give 
or  to  omit  to  give  the  customary  signals.  Tiie  action  of  the 
company  in  such  eases  *'  must  be  subjected  to  the  test  of  reason- 
ableness, in  view  of  the  rights  and  duties  of"  those  "who  may 
be  affected  by  them,"  and  the  circumstances  are  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  jury.*  The  giving  of  a  signal,  however,  at  a  time 
and  place,  and  in  the  manner,  required  by  law,  will  not  be  im- 
puted to  the  company  for  negligence;  but  on  the  ex)i)trary,  tiie 
omission  to  do  so  would,  and  tiie  company  will  be  liable  for 
injuries  resulting  from  such  omission,  if  without  the  fault  or 
negligence  of  the  injured  party.*  In  the  case  cited  from  55 
Maine,  Hill  v.  The  Portland  &  Kochester  R.  R,  Co.,  the  court 
say,  Kent,  Justice:  "Of  course,  no  railroad  company  can  be 
held  lial)le  for  damages  for  giving  such  notice  as  is  required  by 
law,  when  given  at  the  dintance  named  in  the  st^itute.  The  com- 
pany may  be  liable  for  the  danjages  occasioned  by  a  neglect  of 
this  duty.  But  the  statute  does  not  authorize  or  require  the 
sounding  of  the  whistle  at  any  other  time  or  place.  The  right 
or  liability,  at  other  times  and  places,  depends  upon  the  general 
principles  of  law,  as  before  explained,  applicable  to  the  particu- 
lar facts  in  each  case.  In  every  case,  then,  it  becomes  a  ques- 
tion, whether,  in  that  particular  case,  the  act  was  reasonable  and 
within  the  rule  of  ordinary  care,  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
time  and  place  and  all  the  surroundings."* 

» Hill  V.  The  Portland  &  Rochester      R.  R.  Co..  55  Maine,  438, 
B.  R.  Co.,  55  Maine,  4:^.  »55  Maine,  441,  442. 

*  Hill  V.  The  Portland  &  Rochester 
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1.  Definition  thereof. — We  have  been  unable  to  frame  in  onr 
own  raind,  or  by  researclies  to  find  in  the  books,  any  one  perfect 
or  satisfactory  definition  of  the  term  negligence,  alike  appli- 
cable, without  more  and  without  less,  to  all  cases.  The  question 
of  negligence  is  in  its  very  nature  so  dependent  upon  the  time, 
place  and  circumstances surroundingeach  particular  transaction, 
and  so  much  influenced  by  the  legal  obligations  and  relative 
duties,  of  both  commission  and  omission,  that  it  comes  before 
tiie  jurist  in  aspects  as  varied  as  the  ever  changing  landscapes 
of  the  country,  or  the  diversity  of  human  affairs.  No  one  is  the 
type  of  all  the  rest,  even  if  two  or  more  of  them  be  alike.  One 
learned  jurist  has  justly  said  that  "There  is  no  absolute  rule  of 
negligence  or  diligence."*  Nor  is  actual  knowledge  of  danger 
necessary  to  render  one  guilty  of  negligence  by  seeming  disre- 
gard thereof;  it  is  sufficient  if  reasonable  cause  to  apprehend  it 
exist.^ 

We  are  not  unmindful  that  in  the  case  cited  the  learned  judge 
lays  down  the  rule  of  diligence  to  be,  "  that  care  and  attention  to 


*  Per  Miller,  Justice,  in  Finlayson 
!?.TheChi.,-B.&Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Dill- 
on's C.  C.  R.,  579,  681;  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Spearen,  47 
Penn.  St.  (11  Wright),  300.  In  the 
case  last  cited,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania  say:  *' There  la  no  abso- 
lute rule  as  to  negligence  to  cover  all 


cases.  That  which  is  negligence  in 
one  case,  by  a  change  of  circumstances 
will  become  ordinary  care  in  another, 
or  gross  negligence  in  a  third."  47 
Penn.  St.  305. 

^  Catawissa  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Armstrong, 
49  Penn.  St.  (13  Wright),  186,  192. 
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the  matter  in  hand  which  an  ordinarily  prudent,  careful  man 
would  exercise  in  regard  to  his  own  transactions."  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  given  as  an  universal  rule,  but  as  the  rule  of  dili- 
gence for  the  jury  in  the  particular  case  then  under  considera- 
tion/ 

Another  learned  judge  defines  negligence  to  be  the  '' omission 
to  do  something  which  a  reasonable,  prudent  man,  guided  by 
those  considerations  which  ordinarily  regulate  the  conduct  of  hu- 
man affairs,  would  do;  or  doing  something  which  a  prudent  or 
reasonable  man  would  not  do,  under  all  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding the  particular  transaction  under  judicial  investiga- 
tion."' 

Many  judges  and  writers  have  laid  down  degrees  of  negligence, 
as  slight,  ordinary,  and  gross;  but  the  more  modern  teiideucy  is 
to  disregard  these  distinctions."  "Strictly  speaking  (say  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States*),  these  expressions  are  in- 
dicative rather  of  the  degree  of  care  and  diligence  which  is  due 
from  a  party  and  which  he  fails  to  perform,  than  of  the  amount 
of  inattention,  carelessness,  or  stupidity  which  he  exhibits.  If 
very  little  care  is  due  from  him,  and  he  fails  to  bestow  that  little, 
it  is  called  gross  negligence.  If  very  great  care  is  due,  and  he 
fails  to  come  up  to  the  mark  required,  it  is  called  slight  negli- 
gence. And  if  ordinary  care  is  due,  such  as  a  prudent  man 
would  exercise  in  his  own  affairs,  failure  to  bestow  that  amount 
of  care  is  called  ordinary  negligence.  In  each  case,  the  negli- 
gence, whatever  epithet  we  give  it,  is  failure  to  bestow  the  care 
and  skill  which  the  situation  demands;  and  hence  it  is  more  strictly 
accurate  perhaps  to  call  it  simply  "  negligence."  And  this  seems 
to  be  the  tendency  of  modern  authorities.  If  they  mean  more 
than  this,  and  seek  to  abolish  the  distinction  of  degrees  of  care, 
skill,  and  diligence  required  in  the  performance  of  various  duties 
and  the  fulfillment  of  various  contracts,  we  think  they  go  too 
far;  since  the  requirement  of  different  degrees  of  care  in  differ- 

« 1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.,  581.    And  see  Ion's  C.  C.  R.,  294,  297.   And  see  Bait. 

Norfolk  &  Petersburg  R.  R.  Co.  v.  &  Pot.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Jones,  95  U.  S. 

Ormsby,  27  Gratt.  455,  17  Am.  Ry.  439,  per  Swayne,  J.,  p.  441. 

Rep.  021  » New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lock- 

'  Per  Dri.LON,  Justice,  in  Stout  v,  wood,  17  Wall,  357. 

Sioux  City  &  PaciBc  R.  R.  Co.,   2  Dil-  Ubid.      * 
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ent  situations  is  too  firmly  settled  and  fixed  in  the  law  to  be 
isrnored  or  chanojed."  * 

Here,  then,  in  the  case  quoted  from,  we  have  a  distinct  disa- 
vowal of  degrees  of  negligence,  and  negligence  in  that  particu- 
lar case  is  defined  to  be,  "  failure  to  bestow  the  care  and  skill 
which  the  situation  demands." 

It  is  negligence,  where  fire  is  communicated  from  a  mere  con- 
struction train,  for  those  in  charge  thereof  to  proceed  on,  and 
not  leave  a  part  of  the  force  of  hands  to  extinguish  the  fire;  and 
such  fact  being  established  will,  in  the  absence  of  other  circum- 
stances, render  the  company  liable  for  damages  sustained  from 
such  fire.*  But  semble,  tliat  in  case  the  train  be  a  passenger  or 
freight  train,  the  ruling  is  to  the  contrary,  as  the  safety  of  the 
train  is  then  not  only  the  first  matter  of  consideration,  but  also 
for  the  reason  that  no  force  could  be  spared  from  such  train  to 
extinguish  the  fire. 

It  is  not  in  itself  an  act  of  negligence  to  place  a  passenger 
train  upon  a  side  track  of  a  station,  to  enable  a  freight  train  to 
pass  upon  the  main  line,  when  a  necessity  for  it  exists — as,  for 
instance,  when  the  freight  train  is  too  long  for  the  side  track  or 
switch;  and  such  an  occurrence  not  being  ordirtary,  but  out  of 
the  usual  course,  as  a  means  of  meeting  an  unforeseen  emer- 
gency.* 

It  is  negligence  for  a  passenger  to  attempt  to  leave  the  train, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  while  the  same  is  in  motion;  and 
more  especially  so  when  warned  by  the  conductor  of  the  danger 
thereof.* 

Though  it  is  negligence  for  a  railroad  company  to  leave  its 
train  of  cars  standing  and  blocking  up  a  public  crossing  of  the. 
streets  for  a  longer  time  than  the  law  allows,  or  under  circum- 
stances not  authorized  by  law  at  all,  so  as  to  endanger  the  safety 
of  persons    attempting  to  cross,'  yet  to  endeavor   to   cross  by 


» New  York  Central  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Lockwood,  17  Wall.  357,  382,  383. 

a  Rolke  V.  The  Chicago  &  N.  West- 
em  Ry.  Co.,  26  Wis.  537. 

»  Rolke  V.  The  Chicago  &  N.  West- 
ern Ry.  Co.,  26  Wis.  537. 

*  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Schiebe, 
44  111.  460. 

5  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Schiebe, 
44  111.  460;  Luke  Shore  &  Mich.  South- 


ern Ry.  Co.  V.  Roy,  5  Bradw.  (111.),  82; 
Galveston,  H.  &  S.  A.  R,  R.  Co.  r.  Le- 
Gierse,  51  Tex.  189;  Nelson  r.  Atlan- 
tic &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  68  Mo.  593;  Har- 
vey V.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  116  Mass. 
269;  Richmond  &  Danville  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Morris,  31  Gratt.  200. 

•  Ranch  v.  Lloyd  &  Hill,  31  Penn.  St. 
(7  Casey),  358. 
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crawling  nnderneath  the  cars,  where  they  are  eo  standing  in  tlie 
crossiui^,  is  also  such  negligence  and  want  of  care  as  would,  if  an 
injury  be  incurred  thereby  by  an  adult  person,  amount  to  con- 
tributory negligence  on  his  part,  and  prevent  a  recovery  of  dam- 
ages by  him  for  the  injury.*  But  where,  under  like  circum- 
stances, the  injury  be  to  a  minor  of  tender  j'ears,  such  want  of 
care  and  prudence  on  his  part  is  not  imputable  to  him  as  con- 
tributory negligence,  in  an  action  by  him  for  damages  caused  by 
the  injury.* 

The  person  injured  in  the  case  here  cited  from  31  Penn.  State 
Reps.,  358,  was  a  lad  of  the  age  of  six  or  seven  years.  The  court 
say:  "  Considering  his  age,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
we  see  nothing  that  would  justify  the  imputation  of  negligence 
or  imprudence.  He  acted  like  a  child,  and  he  is  not  to  be  judged 
as  a  man." 

It  is  not  suflScient  to  make  out  a  case  of  contributory  negli- 
gence against  a  plaintiff  injured  while  a  passenger  upon  a  train, 
that  he  acted  in  disobedience  of  the  reasonable  orders  of  the  con- 
ductor, or  was  where  he  ought  not*  to  be  thereon ;  but  it  must 
also  appear  that  such  conduct  or  act  on  his  part  contributed  in 
some  degree  to  bring  upon  himself  the  injury  complained  'of.' 

Detaching  the  locomotive,  and  allowing  cars  to  move  into  a  de- 
pot alone,  where  tiiey  strike  against  a  bumper,  and  thus  injure  a 
passenger,  is  also  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany.* 

2.  Contribatory  negligence. — Except  in  the  courts  of  Georgia 
and  Illinois,  and  possibly  Kansas,  the  doctrine  of  what  is  called 
contributory  negligence,  is  holden  in  the  courtte  of  all  the 
American  states;  also  in  the  Federal  courts,  and  in  England. 
The  principle  upon  which  it  rests  is,  that  if  the  plaintiff  suing 
for  an  injury  has  in  any  manner,  by  his  own  wrong,  negligence, 


» Rauch  V,  Lloyd  &  Hill,  31  Penn.  St. 
(7  Casey),  858,  370. 

« Rauch  V.  Lloyd  &  Hill,  31  Penn.  St. 
(7  Casey),  ^58.  370, 371 ;  Pennsylvania 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Kelly,  31  Penn.  St.  (7  Ca- 
sey). 372.  In  the  case  last  cited,  the 
person  injured  was  a  boy  nine  years  of 
age,  who  was  iigured  in  attempting^  to 
pass  over  a  public  cross 'ngr  by  creeping 
under  a  standing  train  of  cars;  and 


the  court  say,  as  to  the  imputation  of 
negligence:  *'  We  can  not  say  it  wa^, 
as  a  legal  conclusion,  and  the  jury  did 
not  find  it  as  a  conclusion  of  fact." 

'  Lawrenceburgh  &  Upper  Miss.  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Montgomery,  7  Ind.  (Por- 
ter), 474. 

*Wylde  V.  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  53 
N.  Y.  156,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  375. 
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or  want  of  ordinary  and  reasonable  care,  directly,  that  is  proxi- 
mately, contributed  to  the  injury  complained  of,  he  can  not  re- 
cover. As  has  Ijeen  said  by  that  eminent  jurist,  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  "One  person  being  in  fault  will  not  dispense  with  an- 
other's using  ordinary  care  for  himself."'    In  Brown  v.  nannibal 


*  Batterfield  r.  Forrester,  11  East, 
60;  Beers  v.  The  Housatonic  R.  R. 
Co.,  19  Conn.  566;  Rusch  v,  Daven- 
port, 6  Iowa,  4'»1,  4*)2,  453;  Parks  r. 
Davis,  16  Iowa,  20;  Donaldson  &  oth- 
ers, admrs.,  i?.  The  Miss.  &  Mo.  R.  R. 
Co.,  18  Iowa,  280;  McAunich  p.  The 
Miss.  &  Mo.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Iowa,  338; 
Hoben  v.  The  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  R.  Co., 
20  Iowa»  562,  566;  Haley  v.  Chi.  & 
N.  W^  Ry.  Co.,  21  Iowa,  15;  Sher- 
man V.  The  Western  btage  Co.,  24 
Iowa,  515;  Greenleaf  p.  The  111.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  2^  Iowa,  14,  46;  Spencer  p. 
The  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  29  Iowa,  55; 
Kesee  p.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co., -30 
Iowa,  78;  Reynolds  p.  Hindman,  32 
Iowa,  146,  149;  Muldowney  p.  The  HI. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co..  32  Iowa,  176;  0'- 
Keefe  p.  The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  R.  R.Co.,  32  Iowa,  467,469; 
Hamilton  v.  Des  Moin(»8  Valley  R.  R. 
Co.,  36  Iowa,  31;  Carlin  p.  Chi., 
Rock  Isld.  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  37 
Iowa,  316;  Willoughby  p.  Chi.  &  N. 
W.  R.  R.  Co.,  37  la.  432;  Payne  v. 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Ry. 
Co.,  39  la.  52:^,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  176; 
The  State  p.  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  58 
Maine,  176;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  258,  262; 
Laing  p.  Colder,  8  Penn.  St.  R.  479; 
S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Can.  378;  Reeves 
p.  The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  (6 
Ca.sey),  454;  North  Pnnn.  R.  R.  Co. 
P.  Rehman,  49  Penn.  St.  (13  Wright), 
101;  Catawissa  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Arm- 
strong, 49  Penn.  St.  (13  Wright),  186, 
192;  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wajme  &  Chicago 
R.  R.  Co.  p.  Karns,  13  Ind.  87;  In- 
dianapolis &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Wright, 
13  Ind.  213;  EvansviUe  &  C.  R.  R.  Co. 


p.  Lowderrailk,  15  Ind.  120;  Ohio  & 
Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Gullett,  15  Ind.  487; 
Evansville  &  Crawfordsville  R.  R.  Co. 
p.  Hiatt,  17  Ind.  102,  105;  Indiana- 
polis &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Wright,  22 
Ind.  376;  Indianapolis,  Pittsbarg  & 
Cleveland  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Keely's  Admrs., 
23  Ind.  1.33;  Toledo  &  Wabash  Ry. 
Co.  r.  GoJdard,  25  Ind.  185;  Jefifei^ 
sonville  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Hendricks,  26 
Ind.  228;  Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R. 
Co.  p.  Rutherford,  29  Ind.  82;  .leffer- 
sonville,  M.  &  1.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Bowen,40 
Ind.  545;  Joftersonville,  Madison  &  In- 
dianapolis R.  R.  Co.  p.  Adams,  43  Ind. 
402;  Hathaway  p.  Toledo,  Wabash  & 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  46  Ind.  25;  Robin- 
son p.  Fitchburg  &  Worcester  R.  R. 
Co.,  7  Gray,  92;  Bancroft  t\  Boston  & 
Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  97  Mass.  275; 
Burns  v.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Co., 
101  Mass.  50;  Forsyth  p.  Boston  &  Al- 
bany R.  R.  Co.,  103  Mass.  510;  111. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Buckner,  28  Id.  299; 
Ward  &  Butt^rfield  p.  Mil.  &  St. 
Paul  R.  W.  Co.,  29  Wis.  144,  145; 
Klein,  for  u**e,  etc.,  p.  Crescent  City  R. 
R.  Co.,  23  La.  An.  729;  Rathbun  &  ' 
West  r.  Payne  and  others,  19  Wend. 
399;.  Wilds  p.  The  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  24  N.Y.  (10  Smith),  430;  Deyo 
p.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  N. 
Y.  (7  Tiffany),  9;  Van  Schaick  p. 
The  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  43  N. 
Y.  (4  Hand),  527;  Warner  p.  The  Xew 
York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  44  N.  Y.  465; 
Moore  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Zabr.  268; 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  Jersey  r.  Moore, 
4  Zabr.  824;  Runyon  v.  The  Central 
R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  Jersev.  1  Dutch.  555; 
The  Morris  &  Essex  R.  R  Co.  p.  Has- 
lan  and  othci-s,  4  Vroom  (N.  J.),  147; 
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&  St  Joe  R.  R  Co.,  50  Mo.  461,  the  Snpremc  Court  of  Missouri 
rule  differently  from  the  principles  of  our  text,  and  seem  to  thus 
apply  the  principle  here  quoted  from  Lord  EixENBOROuoiiin  such 
manner  to  defendant,  instead  of  the  injured  party,  as  to  entirely 
exempt  the  injured  party  from  the  necessity  of  care  on  his  part, 
or  from  the  etfect  of  nei^ligence  on  his  part,  if  it  turns  out  in 
evidence  that  the  observance  of  care  on  the  part  of  defendant 
would  have  avoided  the  injury,  notwithstanding  the  negligence 
of  the  injured  party.  This  we  deem  a  departure  from  well  set- 
tled general  principles,  although  there  are  some  decisions  in  ac- 
cord with  it. 


Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  S.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Miller.  25  Mich.  274;  Kelly  r.  Hendrie, 
26  Mich.  (4  Post),  255;  Conlin  v. 
Charleston,  15  Rich.  (So.  Car.)  Law, 
201:  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Lam- 
born,  12  Md.  257;  Keech  v.  Bait.  & 
Washn.  R.  R.  Co.,  17  Md.  32;  The 
State,  useof  Coughlan,  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.,  24  Md.  102;  Bannon  v.  Bait. 
&  0,  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Md.  119;  Bait.  &  0. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  State,  use  of  Miller,  29 
Md.  252;  Northern  Cent.  Ry.  Co.  p. 
State,  use,  etc.,  29  Md.  420;  Bait.  & 
0.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Fitzpntrick,  35  Md. 
32;  Lewis  v.  Bait.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  :)8 
Md.  588;  Pittsburg  &  Connellsville 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Andrews,  39  Md.  829; 
State,  use,  etc.,  v.  Phil.,  Wilm. 
&  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Md.  76, 
18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  2o3;  Timmons  f. 
The  Central  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Ohio 
St.  105;  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chi- 
cajro  Ry.  Co.  v.  Krichbaum's  Admr., 
24  Ohio  St.  119,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  200; 
Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati  &  In- 
dianapolis Ry.  Co.  V,  Elliott,  28  Ohio 
St.  340,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  123;  Manly 
V,  Wilmington  &  Weldon  R.  R.  Co., 
74  N.  Car.  655,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  105; 
Baltimore  &  Potomac  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Jones,  95  U.  S.  (5  Otto),  439;  S.  C.  14 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  353;  Meyer  v.  The 
Peoples'  R.  W.  Co.,  43  Mo.  52^^;  Har- 
lan V,  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  &  North- 


em  R.  R.  Qo.,  64  Mo.  480,  17  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  3  0;  Paducah  &  Mejuphis 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hoehl,  12  Bush,  41,  18 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  338;  Carroll  v.  The  Min- 
nofotaValleyR.  R.  Co.,  13  Minn.  30; 
Donaldson  v.  Milwaukc"  k  St.  Paul 
Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  29  J.  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  15;  Brown  v,  Milwaukee  &  St 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  22  Minn.  165,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  298;  George  v.  St.  Louis, 
Iron  Mountain  k  Southern  Ry.  Co., 
34  Ark.  613;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R. 
R.  Cas.  294.  Such  contributive  negli- 
gence, however,  will  not  justify  the 
company  in  a  total  disregard  of  care, 
and  an  apparent  recklessness  in  nin- 
ning  its  trains  in  populous  places:  La- 
fayette &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ad- 
ams, 26  Ind.  76;  Indianapolis  &  Cin. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  McCluro,  26  Ind.  370; 
Penn.  Co.  v.  Sinclair,  62  Ind.  301; 
Meyers  v.  Chicago.  Rock  Island  &  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  Co.,  59  Mo.  223,  8  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  473;  Rounds  v,  Del.,  Lack.  &  W. 
R.  R.  Co.,  64  N.  y.  129;  S.  C.  3  Hnn, 
329.  and  5  Thomp.  &  C.  475;  McCarty 
V.  Del.  &  Hudson  C.  Co.,  17  Hun.  74; 
and  the  question  of  their  negligence 
in  this  regard  is  for  the  jury:  Weber  v. 
New  York  Central  k  Hudson  River 
R.  R.  Co.,  58  N.  y.  45,  7  Am.  Ky. 
Rep.  188;  Meyers  v.  C,  R.  T.  &  P.  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra.  And  so  if  the  nepli- 
gence,  in  case  of  injury  to  a  child, 
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The  correct  rule  we  conceive  to  be,  not  that  the  plaintiff,  in 
.  order  to  recover,  must  in  all  cases  use  the  utmost  degree  of  care 
to  avoid  the  injury,*  but  that  he  must  show  affirmatively  (unless 
from  the  evidence  it  otherwise  appear)  that  he  himself  used  ordi- 
nary care;  which,  in  the  langua<^e  of  Lord  Chief  Jus^tice  Denmakt, 
in  Lynch  v.  Nurdin,"  means  "  that  degree  of  care  which  may 
reasonably  be  expected  from  a  person  in  the  plaintiff's  situa- 
tion"; this  "  is  synonymous,"  says  the  learned  judge,  in  Beers  v. 
The  Ilousatonic  R.  R.  Co..  supra^  "with  reasonable  care?'^  The 
negligence  of  the  plaintiff,  to  preclude  him  from  a  recovery, 
must  be  "  such  as  that  he  could,  by  ordinary  care,  have  avoided  the 
consequences  of  the  defendants'  negligence.'*'     "A  party  is  not 


be  the  negliprence  of  the  parents: 
Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry. 
Co.  V,  Vininga  Adm.,  27  Tnd.  513. 
But  that  the  negbgence  of  a  third 
party  contributed  to  bring  about  the 
injury,  is  no  defense:  Webster  v.  The 
Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co..  38  N.  Y.  (11 
Tiftany),  260;  Sheridan  p.  The  Brook- 
lyn City  &  Newtown  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N.  . 
Y.  39;  Spooner  r.  Brooklyn  City  R. 
R.  Co.,  54  N.  Y.  230;  Paulmier  f>.  The 
Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Vroom.  151.  If  the 
action  is  for  caubing  death,  then,  in 
Maryland,  the  plaintiff  must  not  only 
show  that  the  deceased  did  not,  by  his 
npgli<r''nce,  contribute  to  the  injury, 
but  also,  that  those  persons  did  not 
who  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
recovery:  State  v,  B.  &0.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra;  Baltimore  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
State,  30  Md.  47.  But  in  Ohio  it  is 
ruled  otherwise,  in  Cleveland,  Colum- 
bus &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Crawford, 
24  Ohio  St.  631,  7  Am.  Rv.  Rep.  172. 
And  an  instraction  permittinj^  a  con- 
trary inference  will  be  cause  for  rever- 
sal: Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Whittaker,  24  Ohio  St.  642,  7  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  182;  Marietta  &  Cincinnati  R.  R. 
C^  V.  Pirksley,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  186; 
S.  C.  24  Ohio  St.  654. 

^  Beers  v.  The  Housatonic  R*  R.  Co., 
19  Conn.  566;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas. 


114;  Stratton  v.  Central  City  Horse  Ry. 
Co.,  95  III.  25;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R. 
R.  Cas.  115;  State  v.  Manchester  &  L. 
R.  R.  Co.,  52  N.  H.  528;  Creed  v, 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  86  Penn.  St  139; 
Thirteenth  &  Fifteenth  Sts.  Pass.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Boudrou.  92  Penn.  St  475;  S. 
C.  10  Repr.  156. 

n  Adol.  &  E1.(N.  S.\36;  Finlaysor, 
Admx.,  t:.  The  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.,  579.  And  see 
Nashville  &  Chatt-anooga  R.  R.  Co., 
and  M.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  v,  Carroll,  6 
Hftisk.  347,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  20. 

'  Bridge  v.  Grand  Junction  Ry.  Co., 
8  M.  &  W.  244,  247;  Beers  r.  The 
Housatonic  R.  R.  Co.,  19  Conn.  566; 
S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  114,  122;  Fin- 
layson,  Admx.,  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R. 
Co.,  1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.,  579;  Penn.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Werner,  89  Penn.  St  59; 
!Manly  f.  Wilmington  &  Weldon  R. 
R.  Co.,  74  N.  Car.  660.  An  instruc- 
tion that  the  plaintiff  can  not  recover 
unless  the  proof  shows  that  by  the 
exercise  of  proper  rare  he  could  not 
hnve  averted  the  injury,  is  erroneous, 
as  submitting  a  question  of  law  to  the 
jury  as  to  what  is  proper  care.  Ordi- 
nary care  is  all  the  law  requires: 
Stratton  r.  Central  City  Horse  Ry.  Co., 
95  111.  25;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R. 
Cas.  115. 
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to  cast  himself  upon  an  obstruction  which  has  been  made  by 
the  fault  of  another,  and  avail  himself  of  it,  if  he  do  not  himself 
use  common  and  ordinary  caution  to  be  in  the  right.  *  *  ♦ 
One  person  being  in  fault  will  not  dispense  with  another's  using 
ordinary  care  for  himself."  Such  is  the  language  of  the  court 
in  Bntterfield  v,  Forrester,  re-asserted  and  adopted  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Connecticut,  in  the  leading  case  of  Beers  v.  The 
Ilousatonic  R.  R.  Co.* 

What  is  reasonable  care,  in  any  case,  depends  upon  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  of  that  case.  Precautions  which  would  be 
reasonable  in  one  case,  may  not  be  deemed  so  in  another  case. 
It  is  impossible  for  the  law  to  define  the  acts  which,  in  all  cases, 
would  or  would  not  amount  to  reasonable  care.* 

Therefore,  in  those  states  where  the  doctrine  of  contributory 
negligence  prevails,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  plaintiff  to  prove, 
and  the  nVht  of  the  defendant  char«:ed  with  ne":li<2:ence  causino: 
an  injury,  that  he  should  prove,  by  satisfactory  evidence,  that 
he  did  not  contribute  to  the  injury  by  any  wrong  act  or  negli- 
p^euce  amounting  to  want  of  ordinary  care  on  his  part.  This 
proof,  in  some  form,  constitutes  a  part  of  plaintiff 's  case:  and  if 
the  evidence  or  circumstances  of  the  case  do  not  otherwise  estab- 
lish the  fact,  then  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  plaintiff  to 
show  that  he  was  not  only  free  from  fault  contributing  to  the 
injury,  but  also,  was  observing  on  his  part  ordinary  and  reason- 
able care  to  avoid  it*     And  the  same  is  true  in  actions  by  em- 


'  19  Conn.  566;  Pinlayson  v.  C,  B.  & 
Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.,  579; 
Gerety  v.  Philadelphia,  Wilmington 
fe  Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  81  Penn.  St. 
274,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  164;  Artman  p. 
Kans.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  22  Kans.  296. 

^  Beers  p.  The  Housatonic  R.  R.  Co., 
19  Conn.  566;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas. 
114,  123.  In  determining  whether  a 
locomotive  engineer,  injured  by  a  col- 
lision, is  guilty  of  negligence  in  not 
jumping  ofif  the  engine,  the  standard 
of  ordmary  care  and  prudence  on  his 
part  must  be  fixed  with  reference  to 
the  peculiar  responsibilities  of  his  em- 
plojrment:  CottrDl  v.  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  47  Wis. 


634,  21  Ara.Ry.  Rep.  66. 

*  Harlow  p.  Humiston,  6  Cow.  189; 
Warner  v.  The  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  44  N,  y.  465;  Rusch  v.  Daven- 
port, 6  Iowa,  443,  451;  Donaldson  p. 
Miss.  &  Mo.  R.  R.  Co..  18  Iowa,  280; 
Sherman  v.  Western  Stage  Co.,  24 
Iowa,  515,  562;  Greonleaf  v.  The  111. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  29  Iowa,  14,  46; 
Baird  p.  Morford,  29  Iowa,  581,  536; 
Kesee  v.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co., 
30  Iowa,  78;  Reynolds  v.  Hind  man, 
82  Iowa,  146,  149;  MuUlowney  v.  The 
111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  82  Iowa,  176; 
O'Keefe,  Admx.,  r.  Chi.,  R.  Isl  ml  & 
P.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Iowa,  467;  (Jreenleaf 
V,  Dubuque  &  Sioux  City  R.  R.  Co., 
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ploj'es  against  the  company.*  This  proof,  however,  may  be 
made  otherwise  than  by  direct  evidence;,  it  nui}'  be  by  circiun- 
stances,  or  in  any  other  manner  that  facts  are  ordinarily  allowed 
to  be  proven.* 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  hold  that  the  burden 
of  proof  to  show  contributory  negligence  of  the  injured  person  is 
on  the  defendant,  if  nothing  is  shown  in  that  respect  by  the  evi- 
dence of  the  plaintiff;  and  that  the  plaintiff  is  not  bound  to  prove 
affirmatively  that  the  injured  person  was  in  the  observance  of 
due  care  and  caution  upon  his  part.'  This  case  originated  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.    The  injured  pennon  was  an  infant  or  child 


83  Iowa,  52;  Benton  v.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  42  la.  192;  Belair  v.  Chicago  &  N. 
W.  R.  R.  Co.,  43  la.  662,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  575;  Langv.  Holiday  Creek  R. 
&  C.  M.  Co.,  49  la.  469;  Beers  v. 
The  Housatonic  R.  R.  Co.,  19  Conn. 
566;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  114; 
Foster  v.  DIxfield,  6  Shep.  380;  French 
V.  Brunswick,  8  Shep.  29;  The  State 
r.  Grand  Trimk  Ry.  Co.,  58  Maine, 
176;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  258,  262;  Tour- 
tellot  i>.  Rosebrook,  11  Met.  460; 
Smith  V.  Smith,  2  Pick.  623;  Lane  v. 
Crombie,  12  Pick.  177;  Adams  v.  In- 
habitants of  Carlisle,  21  Pick.  146; 
Hinckley  v.  Cape  Cod  R.  R.  Co.,  120 
Mass.  257;  Sedgrwick  on  Damnges, 
468;  St.  Louis  &  Southeastern  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Mathias,  50  Ind.  65,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
381;  Le  Baron  v,  Joslin,  41  M/ch.  313; 
Lalor  t?.  Chicr.go,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
R.  R.  Co.,  52  111.  401;  S.  C.  4  Am. 
Reps.  616;  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Damerell,  81  111. 
450;  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Evans,  88  111.  63,  21  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  284;  Chicago  City  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Lewis,  5  Bradw.  (III.),  242.  And  this 
is  true  even  where  the  doctrine  of  coin- 
parative  negligence  prevails:  Ind.  & 
St.  L.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Evans,  supra 

» Way  V.  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co., 
40  la.  341,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  4C0. 
Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.  Co.  v,  HaU, 


61  Penn.  St.  361;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  f. 
Weber,  76  Id.  157;  Weiss  v.  Penn.  R. 
R.  Co.,  79  Id.  387;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Weiss,  87  Id.  447;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Werner,  89  Id.  59;  Waldele  r.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  19  Hun,  69; 
Solen  V.  Va.  &  Truckee  R.  R.  Co., 
13  Nev.  152;  Riche'y  v.  Mo.  Pac.  R. 
R.  Co.,  7«Mo.  App.  150. 

'  Washington  &  G.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Glad- 
mon,  15  Wall.  401;  Indianapolis  &  St. 
Louis  R.  R.  Co.  f .  Horst,  3  Otto  (93 
U.  S.  Sup.  Ct.),  291.  See,  also,  Mc- 
Quilken  u.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
50  Cal.  7,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  166;  Padu- 
cah  &  Memph  8  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hoehl, 
12  Bush,  41,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  3:38; 
Savannah  &  Memphis  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Shearer,  58  Ala.  672,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  451;  Holmes  r.  (  regon  &  Cal.  R. 
R.  Co.,  7  Sawyer,  380;  S.  C.  5  Fed. 
Repr.  ^It),  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas, 
623;  Hocum  v.  Weitherick,  22  Minn. 
152:  Hacktbrd  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R. 
R.  R.  Co.,  43  How.  Pr.  222;  S.  C.  53 
N.  Y.  651;  Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  r. 
Twombly,  3  Col.  125;  Cent.  Branch 
Union  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hot  ham,  22 
Kans.  41;  Weiss  t).  Penn.  R.  R.  Co., 
79  Penn.  St.  387;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Werner,  89  Penn.  St.  59;  Ricliey  v. 
Mo.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Mo.  App.  150; 
Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Whitacrc, 
35  Ohio  St.  627;  S.  C.  24  Id.  642. 
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of  the  tender  age  of  seven  years/  and  there  was  ample  evidonce 
of  nejjligence  on  the  part  of  tlie  railroad  company.     The  charire 
asked  for  by  the  defendant  in  the  court  below,  l)earing  immedi- 
ately  upon  thia  point^.was  as  follows:    *'  If  the  jury  iiud  from  the 
evidence  that  the  plaintiff's  injuries  resulted  from  his  attempting 
to  cross  a  street  in  front  of  an  approaching  car,  driven  h}'  an 
airent  of  defendants,  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  plaintiff  to  show 
affirmatively,  not  only  the  want  of  ordinary  care  and  caution  on 
the  part  of  the  driver,  but  the  exercise  of  due  care  and  caution  on 
liis  part;  and  if  the  jury  find  from  the  evidence  that  the  negli- 
gence or  want  of  due  care  or  caution  of  the  plaintiff  caused  the 
accident,  or  even  contributed  to  it,  or  that   it  could  have  been 
avoided  by  the  exercise  of  due  care  on   his  own  part,  then  the 
plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  recover,  whether  the  driver  was  guilty 
of  negligence  or  not,  but  the  jury  must  find  for  defendant."* 
This  the  court  below  refused  to  give.     In   the  Supreme  Court, 
Hunt,  Justice,  in  answer  to  the  alleged  error  of  refusal  to  give 
this  charge,  says:     "As  applied  to  adult  parties,  the  first  branch 
of  this  proposition  is  not  correct.     While  it  is  true  that  the  ab- 
sence of  reasonable  care  and  caution,  on  the  part  of  one  seeking 
to  recover  for  an  injury  so  received,  will  prevent  a  recovery,  it  is 
not  correct  to  say  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  him  to  prove  such 
care  and  caution.      The  want  of  such  care  or  contributory  neg- 
ligence, as  it  is  termed,  is  a  defence  to  be  proved  by  the  other 
Bide."'    The  refusal,  to  our  mind,  was  correct,  on  the  ground  of 
the  tender  years  of  the  injured  person  being  such  as  to  exempt  such 
child  from  the  ordinary  obligation  of  due  care  and  caution;  but 
the  reason  of  the  opinion,  that  the  burden  of  proof  is,  in  all  cases 
of  like  character,  of  actions  for  personal  injuries,  upon  the  de- 
fendant to  prove  the  contribntive  negligence  of  the  plaintiff,  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  applicable  to  the  case,  especially  so,  as  it 
is  applied  in   the  opinion  to  cases  of  adults,  whereas  the  party 
Injured  was  a  mere  child.     Therefore,  with  all  our  respect  aiul 
veneration  for  the  learning  and  for  the  judicial  decisions  of  that 
high  tribunal,  when  deliberately  given  on  a  real  point  in  a  case 
under  consideration,  we  can  not,  however,  regard  the  avowal  in 
this  case,  in  reference  to   the  burden  of  proof  of  contributory 

>  It  was  the  Bame  in  P.  &  M.  R.  R.         *  15  Wall.  406. 
Co.  V.  Hoehl,  supra.  •  15  Wall.  406. 

65 


1026  TlIE   LAW   OF  BAILWAYa 

negligence  as  applied  to  adults,  as  anything  more  than  a  mere 
obiter  dictum.  The  only  cases  cited  to  support  the  same,  are 
Oldfield  V.  New  York  &  Harlem  U.  U.  Co.,  14  N.  Y.  310;  Button 
V.  Hudson  River  Railroad  Co.,  18  N.  York,  248;  Johnson  r.  The 
Hudson  Elver  Raih-oad  Co.,  20  N.  York,  65,  and  Wilds  v.  Same, 
24  N.  York,  430.  These  are  all  New  York  cases,  and  are  over- 
ruled by  44  New  York,  465,  and  are  to  the  reverse  of  the  leading 
cases  above  cited  by  us  to  this  point.* 

To  justify  a  recovery  on  account  of  negligence,  the  case  must 
be  one  of  unmixed  negligence.  If  both  parties  by  their  negli- 
gence contribute  immediately  to  produce  the  injury,  then,  wliere 
the  doctrine  of  contributive  negligence  prevails,  there  can  be  no 
recovery.'  In  the  language  of  Lord  Ellenborough,  in  Butter- 
tield  V.  Forrester,  11  East,  60,  "A  party  is  not  to  cast  himself 
upon  an  obstruction  which  has  been  made  by  the  fault  of  an- 
other, and  avail  himself  of  it,  if  he  do  not  himself  use  common 
and  ordinary  caution  to  be  in  the  right."  It  is  not  neceesary,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  action,  that  the  plaintiff's  negligence  shall 
have  brought  the  injury  upon  himself;  if  it  directly  contribute 
to  it,  the  action  is  thereby  defeated,  where  the  defendant  is  only 
charged  with  want  of  ordinary  care,  and  not  with  an  intentional 
wrong  act' 

Though  a  party  plaintiff,  suing  for  a  personal  injury  occasioned 
by  the  negligence  of  another,  must  show  that  he  himself  was  ob- 
serving due  care  to  avoid  injury,  yet  he  is  not  bound  to  do  so  by 
positive  evidence.  The  evidence  required  in  that  respect  need  be 
only  of  such' a  character  as  evidence  is  ordinarily  required  to  be, 
and  may,  as  in  other  cases,  consist  of  circumstances  alone,  when 
there  is  no  positive  proof  by  eye  witnesses  as  to  the  manner  of 
the  occurrence.  To  require  a  plaintiff  to  show  due  care  by  pos- 
itive proof,  in  all  cases,  would  involve  the  necessity  of  making 
negative  proof,  as  that  he  did  not  commit  any  act  of  carelessnese, 
or  go  voluntarily  into  danger.     But  when  particulars  are  not  at- 

'  Warner  v.  The  New  York  Cent.  R.  201 ;  Gerety  v.  Phil.,  Wil.  k  Bait  R. 

R  Co.,  44  N.  Y.  465.  R.  Co.,  81  Penn.  St.  274,  16  Am.  Ry. 

2  Toledo  k  Wabash  R.  W.  Co.  r.  Rep.  164. 

Goddarcl,  25  Ind.  185;  Indianapolis  k  'Lafayette  k  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  v  HufT- 

Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rutherford,  29  Ind.  man,  28  Ind.  287;    Bellefontaine  R. 

82;  The  Bellefontaine  R.  W.   Co.  t>.  W.  Co.  v.  Hunter,  33  Ind.  335. 
Hunter,  33  Ind.  335;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R. 
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tainable,  then  the  nsnal  conduct  fo?:  carefulness  of  the  party  may 
be  shown,  in  connection  with  liis  actions  and  conduct  in  refer- 
ence to  the  transaction  in  which  the  injury  occurred,  when  last 
seen,  and  of  his  manner  of  then  proceeding  in  respect  to  care- 
fulness.* Such  evidence,  if  of  a  character  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  a 
jury,  may  raise  a-presumption  of  care  on  tlie  part  of  the  injured 
person;  not,  however,  if  such  presumption  will  place  the  oppo- 
site party  in  the  light  of  committing  a  wrong  act,  or  crime — then 
the  presumption  of  innocence  repels  the  same,  for  the  presump- 
tion of  law  is  against  tlie  commission  of  crime,  or  criminal  neg- 
ligence.' 

The  law  is  well  settled  that  a  person  has  no  right  to  be  npon 
a  railroad  track,  either  walking  along  or  otherwise,  except  at  a 
crossing,  and  then  only  in  crossing.  The  track  is  the  private 
property  of  the  company.  It  is  not  built  to  be  walked  on,  and 
the  fact  that  it  may  have  been  used  to  walk  on,  however  fre- 
quently and  commonly,  will  not  change  the  law  in  this  respect. 
It  does  not  follow  from  this,  how^ever,  that,  walking  there,  one  may 
be  wantonly  injured  by  the  company;'  but  it  does  follow,  in  the 
language  of  Justice  Miller,  that  "being  on  the  private  property 
of  the  company,  on  a  track  which  is  used  for  a  purpose  which  is 
dangerous  to  human  life,"  one  so  situated  is  "  bound  to  nse  every 
precaution,  every  diligence,  every  care,  against  the  possibility  or 
probability  of  any  danger";  that,  in  such  case,  the  servants  in 
charge  of  a  train  have  "a  right  to  presume"  that  a  man  on  the 
track  is  "of  sound  mind  and  good  hearing,"  and  will  get  off  in 
time  to  avoid  the  danger;  that  the  case  of  a  man  is  not  as  that 
of  "a  child,"  or  a  "dumb  man,  known  "  to  such  servants  to  be 
dumb;  and  that,  therefore,  the  train  is  not  obliged  to  stop,  but  is 
only  bound  to  the  ordinary  care  of  warning,  by  whistling  and  bell 
ringing,  if  the  person  is  seen  by  the  persons  in  charge  of  it — 
which  are  due  to  all  persons,  npon  general  principles;  this  done 
in  timefor  avoiding  the  danger,  the  company  are  not  liable.* 

*  Greenleaf  ©.  HI.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  •  Whalfin  v.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City 

29  Iowa,  14.  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  60  Mo.  328,  9 

'  Rex  V.  Twryning,  2  Bam.  &  AM.  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  224;  Isabel  v.  Hannibal 

386;    Williams  r.   East  India  Co.,  3  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  lb.  475,  9  Am. 

East,   19-';  Rex  v,  Hawkins,  10  East,  Ry.  Rep.  261. 

211;  Hopewell  v,  De  Pinna,  2  Camp.  ^Finlayson.  Adm'x,   r.  C  ,  B.  &  Q. 

113.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Dillon  C.  C.  R.,  679.  And 
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The  rule  of  law,  however,  that  tlins  requires  the  injured  per- 
son, in  order  to  recover,  to  have  nsed  reasonable  care  and  (Jili- 
pence  to  avoid  the  injury,  does  not  apply  to  infants  of  snch  ten- 
der years  as  to  be  incapable  of  caring  for  themselves,*  nor  to  the 
very  aged,  to  the  disabled,  or  to  the  infirm;  so  that,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  infancy,  infirmity,  or  other  disability,  exists  in  the 
person  of  those  snbjected  to  dangers,  the  greater  is  the  duty  of 
those  from  whom,  or  whose  management  or  business,  the  danger 
proceeds,  if  snch  incapacity  be  known  to  them,  to  use  increase  1 
care  to  avoid  the  infliction  of  an  injury.* 

In  the  case  cited  from  65  Penn.  St.,  Kay  v.  Tlie  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company,  the  court  go  still  further,  and  hold  tliat  the 
negligence  of  the  mother,  under  the  circumstances,  if  snch  it 
be,  can  not  be  imputed  to  the  child  to  prevent  a  recovery.     The 


tee  Michigan  Central  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Campau,  So  Mich.  468,  15  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  314;  Indianapolis  &  V.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  McClaren,  62  Ind.  566;  Toledo, 
Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  Jones, 
76  III.  311;  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dameiell,  81  111. 
450;  Mobile  &  M.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Blakely, 
59  Ala.  471 ;  Tanner  v,  Louisville  & 
Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Ala.  621;  Cogs- 
well V,  Oregon  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  6 
Oreg.  417.  And  the  rule  is  the  same 
as  to  an  employe:  Mulherrin  r.  Dela- 
ware. Lackawanna  &  Western  R.  R. 
Co..  81  Penn.  St.  366, 15  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
456. 

iPenn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kelly,  31  Penn. 
St.  372;  Ranch  v.  Lloyd  &  Hill,  lb.  358; 
Phila.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co,  v.  Spearen, 
47  Penn.  St.  304;  Kay  r.  Penn.  R. 
R.  Co.,  65  Penn.  St.  2G9;  S.  C.  3 
Am.  R.  628;  Birge  v.  Gardner,  19 
Conn.  507;  Tanner  v.  Louisville  & 
Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Ala.  621 ;  Rob- 
inson 17.  Cone,  22  Vt.  213;  Kenyon  v, 
N.  Y.  Cent.  &:  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Hun, 
479.  And  where  the  deceased  is  right- 
fully upon  the  track,  engaged  in  labor, 
he  can  not  be  charged  with  negligence 
it  he  might  have  seen  an  approaching 
train  by  reasonable  care,  as  by  look- 


ing up,  or  because  he  did  not,  when 
startled,  act  as  others  thought  he 
should:  Indianapolis,  Bloomingtnn  & 
Western  Ry.  Co.  tJ.  Carr,  Sb  Ind.  510. 
4  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  495;  Schultz  v.  C.  & 
N.  W,  Ry.  Co.,  44  Wis.  6:38,  18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  146.  Or  where  he  relies  ui>- 
on  a  castom  of  the  company  to  ring 
the  bell  or  sound  the  whistle  whenever 
approaching  workmen  on  the  road: 
Goodfellow  V,  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie 
R.  R.  Co.,  106  Mass.  461,  8  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  45;  Schultz  v.  Chicago  &  North- 
western Ry.  Co.,  44  Wis.  638,  18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  146;  Ditberiier  v.  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  47 
Wis.  138,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  37. 

*But  if  there  be  no  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  company,  then  such  in- 
capacity or  infirmity  is  no  ground  of 
liability.  The  injury,  in  such  case,  is 
but  a  misfortune:  Kay  r.  Penn.  R.  R. 
Co.,  65  Penn.  St.  269;  Morrissey  r. 
Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  126  Mass.  377; 
Frick  r.  St.  Louis,  Kansns  City  & 
Northern  Ry.  Co.,  5  Mo.  App.  ^V): 
Schwier  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R. 
Co.,  15  Hun,  572;  Walters  r.  Chi., 
Rock  Island  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  41  la. 
71. 
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court  say,  it  "is  repulsive  to  our  natural  instincts,  aud  repug- 
nant to  the  condition  of  tliat  class  of  persons  who  have  to  main- 
tain life  by  daily  toil.  It  is  not  the  case  where  the  positive  act 
of  a  parent  or  guardian  has  placed  a  child  in  a  position  of  dan- 
ger, necessarily  requiring  the  care  of  the  adult  to  be  constantly 
exercised — as  where  a  parent  takes  a  child  into  the  carSj  and  by 
his  neglect  suffers  it  to  be  injured  by  straying  off  upon  the  plat- 
form. But  here  a  mother  toiling  for  daily  bread,  and  having 
done  the  best  she  could,  in  the  midst  of  her  necessary  employ- 
ment, loses  sight  of  her  child  for  an  instant,  and  it  strays  upon 
the  track"  *  *  *  "When  injured  by  positive  negligence, 
wliy  should  it  be  without  redress?"  ' 

Negligence,  it  is  said,  implies  some  act  of  commission  or 
omission  wrongful  in  itself.  It  is  not  a  wrongful  act  to  make  an 
effort  to  save  human  life,  if  the  effort  made  is  couipatible  witli 
a  reasonable  regard  for  one's  own  safety.  The  law  has  so  great 
a  regard  for  human  life  that  it  will  not  impute  negligence  to  an 
effort  to  preserve  it,  if  not  made  under  circumstances  whicli,  to 
the  judgment  of  prudent  persons,  would  amount  to  rashness*. 
To  knowingly  and  voluntarily  place  one's  self  in  the  way  of 
danger,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  or  merely  for  the 'protec- 
tion or  security  of  property,  is  negligence,  which  will  prevent  a 
recovery  for  the  injury,  if  injury  be  received;  but  where  the  ex- 
posure is  in  behalf  of  human  life,  it  is  not  negligence,  unless  it 
is  such  as,  in  the  minds  of  prudent  persons,  amounts  to  rash- 
ness— reckleseness.' 

The  negligence  of  a  superior  is  not  attributable  to  an  inferior 
working  under  his  control,  although  the  inferior  participate  in 
the  act,  if  he  does  so  b}'  order  of  such  superior;  and  therefore 
such  negligence  can  not  be  charged  upon  the  inferior  as  contrib- 
utory negligence,  so  as  to  defeat  him  in  an  action  brought  for 
injuries  occasioned  by  such  act  of  negligence.*  Hence,  in  Iowa 
it  is  holden,  where  several  employes  of  a  railroad  company  oper- 
ate a  hand-car  under  control  of  a  "  boss,"  and. in  the  course  of 
such  employment  one  or  more  of  them  be  injured  by  reason  of 

»65  Penn.  St  269,  276,  277,  3  Am.  70;  Linuehan  v.  Sampson,  126  Mass. 

R.  635.  606. 

« Eckert  v.  The  Long  Island  R  R.  » Hoben  r.  The  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  R.  Co., 

Co.,  43  N.  y.  502;  S.  C.  3  Am.  R.  721 ;  20  Iowa,  562. 
Govt.  Str.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hanlon,  53  Ala. 
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the  negligence  of  such  boss,  or  of  acts  done  by  Iiis  orders,  snch 
negligence  can  not  be  attributed  to  those  injured,  as  contributory 
negligence,  to  prevent  a  recovery  for  the  injury.* 

To  detach  from  the  locomotive  and  send  forward  a-heavily  la- 
den car,  without  a  brakeman,  upon  the  grounds  ordinarily  open 
to,  and  frequented  by,  persons  indiscriminately,  and  where  the 
view  is  80  obstructed  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  see  its  approach, 
is  in  itself  an  act  of  negligence;  but  as  such  negligence  is  de- 
pendent for  its  existence  upon  the  facts  of  the  case,  it  therefore 
becomes  a  mingled  question  of  law  and  fact,  and  is-  proper  for 
the  decision  of  a  jury.  The  law  imposes  duties  according  to 
circumstances,  so  that  negligence,  which  consists  in  a  breach  of 
such  duty,  is  a  fit  subject  for  the  decision  of  the  jury,  under  in- 
struction*' of  the  court  as  to  the  principles  which  are  to  guide 
them  in  their  deliberations  and  conclusion." 

In  43  Pennsylvania  State  Keports,  the  rule  as  to  contributivo 
nei^ligence  is  laid  down  with  great  force  of  reason,  that  if  the 
injured  party  has  such  warnings  or  opportunity  of  knowledge 
as  would,  with  ordinary  caution,  under  the  circumstances,  have 
saved  him  from  danger,  then  he  is  chargeable  witli  knowled;:e 
of  the  danger;  and  that,  failing  to  use  such  ordinary  care,  he  can 
not  recover.* 

And  in  Butterfield  v.  The  Western  Railroad  Co.,  10  Allen, 
532,  the  fact  that  the  injured  party  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
highway  and  railroad,  and  knowing  Ins  approach  to  it,  in  a 
stormy  night,  and  so  holdintr  his  hat  on  his  head  as  to  obstruct 
his  hearing,  and  having  failed  to  look  for  the  train,  was  holden 
to  amount  to  such  palpable  negligence  that  the  jury  ought  to 
have  been  instructed  that,  for  want  of  evidence  of  due  care  on 
his  part,  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  recover. 

And  though  negligence  is  generally  a  mixed  question  of  law 
and  of  fact,  vet  when  the  fact  from  the  existence  of  which  it  is 
claimed  that  the  negligence  flows,  is  found  by  thejury  tobe 

1  Hoben  r.  The  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  Wylde  v.  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  53  N, 
20  Iowa,  r,62.  Y.  lo6.  6  Am.  Ry.   Rep.  375;  Clevo 

2  riuyett  r.  Phil.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  23  land,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co. 
Penn.  St.  873;  Phil.  &  Readingr  R.  r.  Crawford,  24  Ohio  St.  631,  7  Am. 
R.  Co.  V.  Spearen,  47  Penn.  St.  305;  Ry.  Rep.  172. 

Kay  V,  Penn.   R.   R.  Co.,  65   Penn.         '  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Henderson,  43 
St.  269;   S.  C.  3  Am.  R.  628,   332;      Penn.  St.  449. 
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true,  then  its  legal  clmracter  and  the  consequences  flowing  there- 
from become  a  matter  of  law  for  the  court.* 

It  is  not  onW  the  duty  of  one  in  approaching  a  railway  cross- 
ing to  look  along  the  line  of  the  road  and  see  if  a  train  is  com- 
ing, hut  if  be  fail  so  to  do,  or  to  listen,  or  to  use  any  other  rea- 
sonable means  of  informing  himself  of  approaching  danger,  sucli 
conduct  on  his  part  not  only  amounts,  when  shown,  to  proof  of 
negligence,  but  is  in  itself  negligence,  and  the  court  sliould  so 
charge  the  jury.  In  the  language  of  Ray,  C.  J.,  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Indiana,  **The  neglect  of  this  duty  to  use  the  physical 
senses  is  negligence,  and  not  mere  evidence  of  negligence."* 
Nor  does  it  matter  to  the  contrary  that  the  party  thinks  he 
may  cross  with  safety,  or  that  he  does  not  think  of  the  cars  at 
all,  or  of  the  danger,  or  that  he  is  in  a  covered  conveyance,  p.nd 
therefore  may  not  see.  It  is  his  business  to  see,  to  think,  and 
to  hear,  if  he  be  not  in  these  senses  deficient;  and  if  he  faiis  to 
use  such  precautions,  the  consequences  must  rest  upon  him.' 


'  Toledo  &  Wabash  Ry.  Co.  r.  God- 
dard,  25  Itid.  185;  Bellefontaine  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Hanter,  33  Ind.  335;  S.  C.  5 
Am.  R.  201;  Dasomb  v.  Buffalo  & 
State  Line  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Barb.  221; 
Batt«rfield  r.  The  Western  R.  R.  Co.» 
10  Allen,  532. 

*The    Bellefontaine    Ry.    Co.    v. 
Hnnter,  33  Ind.  335;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R. 
201;  St.  Louis  &  Southeastern  Ry.  Co. 
r.  Mathiae,  50  Ind.  65,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
381 ;  North  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Heile- 
man,   49  Penn.  St.  60;    Dascomb   p. 
Buffalo  &  State  Line  R.  R.  Co.,   27 
Barb.  221;  Wilcox,  adm'r,  v.   Rome, 
W.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  39  N.Y.  .358;  Web- 
er p.  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  Riv- 
er R.  R.  Co.,  58  N.  Y.  45,  7  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.   188;     Bellefontaine  Ry.  Co.   r. 
Snyder,  24  Ohio  St.  670,  7  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  186;  Cleveland,  C,  C.  &  I.  Ry. 
Co.  r.  Elliott,  28  Ohio  St.  340;    Flem- 
niing  V,  Western  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  49 
Cal.  253,  7  Am.  Ry.  R^p.  265;  Henrne 
r.  Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  50  Cal. 
482,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  181;  Blaker's 
Executrix  v.  The  Receivers,  etc.,  30  N. 


J.  Eq.  240, 18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  81;  Lake 
Shore  &  Mich.  Southern  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hart,  87  III.  529,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  249; 
Brown  v.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 
Co.,  22  Minn.  165,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
298.  And  in  Reynolds  c.  New  York 
Central  &  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  58 
N.  Y.  248,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  6,  see  this 
rule  applied  to  a  youth  of  thirteen 
years  of  age,  oveiTuling  the  same 
case  in  2  N.  Y.  S.  C.  Rep.  (T.  &  C), 
644. 

'  Bellefontaine  R.  W.  Co.  p.  Hunter, 
3:3  Ind.  3^35;  Chiciigo  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.  p.  Gretzner,  46  111.  74;  Toledo,  Pe- 
oria &  Warsaw  Ry.  Co.  «.  Head,  62  III. 
2;33,  6  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  232;  Dascomb 
*p.  The  Buffiilo  &  Slate  Line  R.  R.  Co., 
27  Barb.  221;  Ernst  r.  Hudson  River 
R  R.  Co  ,  39  N.  Y.  61 ;  Baxter  v.  The 
Troy  &  Boston  R.  R.  Co.,  41  N.  Y. 
502;  Gerety  v.  Phil.,  Wil.  &  Bait.  R. 
R.  Co.,  81  Penn.  St.  274,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  164;  Blaker's  Exec'x  v.  Receiv- 
ers, supra.  But  if  a  party  attempt  to 
cross  a  track  by  a  regular  crossing  in  a 
city,  in  the  rear  of  a  standing  bain, 
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The  engineer  is  not  bound  to  stop  his  train  whenever  lie  sees 
H  man  ahead  upon  a  railroad,  or  some  one  approaching;  it;  or 
conveyances  etandino;  near  by  a  crossing,  headed  toward  it  as  if 
intending  to  cross;  for  unless  such  person  on  the  track  is  known 
to  the  engineer  to  be  deficient  in  his  reason,  or  some  of  his  senses, 
or  from  other  infirmity  is  known  to  be  incapable  of  using  ordi- 
nary care  and  eftbrt  to  save  himself,  or  clearly  presents  the  ap- 
pearance of  some  such  deficiency,  infirmity,  weakness  or  old  age, 
the  engineer  must  presume  that  such  person  will  avoid  the 
danger  by  leaving  the  track  upon  the  approach  of  the  train.  To 
stop  for  every  such  mere  possibilit3''of  danger,  when  under  the 
necessity  of  making  time  to  avoid  collision  with  other  trains,  would 
result  in  danofer  to  the  lives  of  all  those  confided  to  his  chari^e.* 
Nor  is  the  rule  to  be  varied  by  the  fact  that  the  engineer  neg- 
lects to  give  the  ordinary  signal — fails  to  ring  the  bell  or  sound 
the  whistle — if  the  circumstances  and  surroundings  are  sueli  that 
the  injured  party  would  know  where  he  was,  and  of  the  prox- 
imity of  the  railroad;'  nor  that  he  could  not  see  along  the  road 
any  considerable  distance,  so  as  to  know  by  sight  of  an  approach- 
ino:  train.*  The  rule  is  the  same  under  all  such  circumstances, 
that  the  party  must  avail  himself  of  all  his  facilities  necessary 
to  the  use  of  ordinary  caution. 

In  the  case  of  Ernst  v,  Hudson  Kiver  Railroad  Company,  39 
New  York,  61,  the  court,  Clerkk,  Judge,  say:  "  Any  contrib- 
utory negligence  of  a  person  attempting  to  cross,  no  doubt  ex- 


and  leadinfir  his  horse,  it  is  not  negli- 
jfence:  Eaton  r.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  61  N. 
Y.  544,  4  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  524. 

» The  Bellefontaine  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Hun- 
ter, 33  lnd.835;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  201; 
The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Spearen,  47  Penn.  St.  800;  Maher 
V.  Atlantic  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  267,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  231. 

2  The  Bellefontaine  R.  W.  Co.  v. 
Hunter,  33  Ind.  :335;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R. 
201;  St.  Louis  &  Southeastern  Ry,  Co. 
V.  Mathias,  50  Ind.  65,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
3S1;  Telfer,  Admr.,  v.  The  Northern 
R.  R.  Co.,  30  N.  J.  188;  Blaker's  Ex- 
ec iitrix  t\  The  Receivers,  etc.,  30  N. 
T.  Kq.  240, 18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  81;  Gale- 
na &   Chicago  Union  R.   R.  Co.  r. 


Loomis,  13  Til.  548;  Chicago  &  Miss. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Patchip,  16  III.  198;  Ga- 
lena &  Chi.  Union  R.  R.  Co.  9.  Dill, 
22  III.  264:  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Phelps,  29  111.  447;  Beisiegel  v,  N.  Y. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  40  N.  Y.  9;  Penn. 
R.  R.  Co.  tJ.  Henderson,  43  Penn.  St. 
449;  Gerety  v.  Phil.,  Wil.  &  Bait.  R. 
R.  Co.,  81  Penn.  St.  274,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  164;  Fletcher*.  Atlantic  &  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo,  484,  17  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  303;  Meeks  r.  Southern  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  Co.,  52  Cal.  602,  20  Am. 
Ry.  R-ep.  115. 

"Centred  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J.  r. 
Feller,  H4  Penn.  St.  226,  18  Am.  Ky. 
Rep.  3G9. 
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cnses  the  company,  whether  it  does  or  does  not  use  the  required 
si<;nals,  or  is  or  is  not  guilty  of  any  other  negligence";  and  in 
the  same  case,  by  Woodruff,  Judge:  '.'A  traveler  approaching 
a  railroad  track  is  bound  to  use  his  eyes  and  ears,  as  far  as  there 
is  opportunity";  and,  "  Negligence  in  the  railroad  company  in 
the  giving  of  signals,  or  in  oujitting  precautions  of  any  kind, 
will  not  excuse  his  (the  traveler's)  omission  to  be  diligent  in 
such  use  of  his  own  means  of  avoiding  danger";  and  that  omit- 
ting to  do  so  is  negligence,  and  should  be  so  peremptorily  de- 
clared by  the  court. 

But  in  Missouri,  where  by  statute  trains  are  required  to  ring 
the  bell  and  blow  the  whistle  when  approaching  public  crossings 
of  higiiways,  it  is  held  by  the  supreme  court  of  that  state  that 
persons  appruaching  such  crossings  with  intent  to  cross,  who  can 
neither  see  nor  hear  any  indication  of  a  coming  train,  are  not 
chargeable  as  for  contributory  negligence  for  acting  on  the  as- 
sumption that  there  is  no  car  or  locomotive  sufficiently  near  tu 
render  the  crossing  dangerous;  that  they  may  rightfully  assume 
that  the  handling  of  the  trains  will  be  with  ordinary  care,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  law,  and  that  the  usual  signals  of  approach 
will  be  seasonably  given;  and  that  a  defendant  may  not  impute 
a  want  of  vigilance  to  a  party  injured  by  the  defendant's  neg- 
ligence, if  that  want  of  vigilance  be  occasioned  by  an  omis- 
sion of  duty  on  the  part  of  such  defendant* 

The  rule  laid  down  in  some  of  the  cases  is  that  the  contribu- 
tory negligence,  in  order  to  defeat  the  action,  must  be  proxi- 
mate   in    contributing    to,    or    bringing    about,    the    injury.' 


'Tabor  v.  Missouri  Valley  R.  R. 
Co.,  46  Mo.  a5o;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  517; 
Kennayde  v.  The  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
45  Mo.  255.  See  Beisiegel  v.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  84  N.  Y.  622;  S.  C. 
14  Abb  Pr.  (N.  S.),  29;  Ernst  v.  Hud- 
son River  R.  R.  Co.,  35  N.  Y.  9;  S.  C. 
32  Barb.  159;  Coram  v,  Fitchburg  R. 
R.  Co.,  10  Allen,  189. 

^Needham  r.  San  Francisco  &  San 
Jose  R.  R.  Co.,  37  Cal.  409;  Kline  v. 
Cent.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  of  California, 
S7  Cal.  400;  Femandes  v.  Sacramento 
City  Ry.  Co.,  52  Cal.  45,  9  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  352;  Gates    r.    Burlington,  Ce- 


dar Rapids  &  MiRsouri  River  Ry.  Co., 
39  Iowa,  45,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  75;  Locke 
V.  S.  C.  &  P.  Ry.  Co.Ue  Iowa,  109,  16 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  IJ^;  Whalen  v.  St.  Lou- 
is. Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co., 
60  Mo.  823,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  224;  Isa- 
bel r.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R. 
Co.,  Ih.  475,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  261; 
Nashville  &  Chattanooga  R.  R.  Co., 
and  M.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  v.  Carroll,  6 
Heisk.  347,'  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  20; 
Central  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J.  r.  Van 
Horn,  :38  N.  J.  IJiS,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
36;  Manly  v.  Wilmington  &  Weldon 
R.  R.  Co.,  74  N.   Car.   655,   13  Am. 
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Tlie  same  rule  of  law  in  that  respect  should  apply  to  both 
parties — that  is,  to  the  defendant  and  to  the  injured  pnrty;  and 
the  better  principle  is  believed  to  be,  that  the  negligence  of  either, 
in  order  to  charge  them  respectively,  must  be  proximate,  and 
not  remote.* 

Some  authorities  go  atill  further,  and  assume  that  the  injured 
party  is  only  chargeable  with  contributory  negligence  when  the 
injury  is  the  result  of  his  own  act  alone — tkat  is,  unmixed  with 
negligence  of  the  other  party;  that  a  person  has  a  right  to 
])resume,  and  to  act  upon  such  presumption,  that  others  will 
do  right,  will  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  the 
relative  duties  of  life;  and  that,  failing  to  do  so,  if  injury  result 
to  another  in  reference  thereto,  then  the  injured  person  may  re- 
cover for  the  injury,  although  he  may  himself  have  been  want- 
ing in  that  which  would,  under  other  circumstances,  be  required 
of  him  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  negligence;  that  notwith- 
standing his  own  conduct,  yet  if  no  injury  would  have  resulted 
to  him  in  case  the  other  party  had  been  careful,  and  in  the  strict 
performance  of  his  duty,  then  such  injured  person's  own  conduct, 
although  it  places  him  in  the  way  of  being  injured,  slfall  not  be 
imputed  to  him  for  contributory  negligence.' 

But  this  doctrine  entirely  ignores  the  principles  of  both  con- 
tributory and  comparative  negligence.  Whilst  it  extends  im- 
munity to  the  one  party,  it  holds  the  other  party  to  an  account- 
ability for  the  conduct  of  both.     It  only  precludes  a  recovery 


Ry.  Rep.  105;  I>oggeitv.  Richmond  & 
Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  78  N.  Car.  305, 
16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  193;  Wasmer  v. 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  R. 
R.  Co.,  SON.  Y.  212;  S.  C.  1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  122. 

*Maher  v.  Atlantic  &  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co..  64  Mo.  267,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  231. 
But  see  Jefferson ville,  Madison  <fe  In- 
dianapolis R.  R.  Co.  V.  Riley,  39  Ind. 
568,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  325. 

*  Shearman  &  Redfield  on  Negli- 
gence, 37,  Sec.  31 ;  Reeves  t.  Delaware, 
Tiacka wanna  &  W.  R.  R.  Co..  30  Penn. 
St.  454;  Newson  v.  N.  Y.  Cent  R.  R. 
Co.,  29  N.  Y.  383;  Ernst  r.  Hudson 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  35  N.  Y.  9;  Cleve- 


land, Columbus  &  Cincinnati  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Crawford,  24  Ohio  St.  631, 
7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  172;  Manly  r.  Wil- 
mington &  Weldou  R.  R.  Co.,  74  N. 
Car.  655, 13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  105;  Karle 
V.  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  &  Council 
Bluffs  R.  R.  Co..  55  Mo.  476;  Meyers 
V.  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.,  59  Mo.  223;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Mulligan,  45  Md.  486;  Radley 
V.  London  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  Law 
Rep.  1  App.  Cas.  754;  Mui-phy  v.  Chi- 
cago, Rock  Island  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 
3S  la.  539;  S.  C.  45  la.  661 ;  Richmond 
&  Danville  R.  R.^Co.  v.  Anderson,  31 
Gratt.  812;  Kans.  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  p. 
Cranmer,  4  Col.  524. 
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when  the  entire  negligence  is  on  the  part  of  the  injured  party, 
as  that  there  was  no  nesrllGcence  of  the  other  to  contribute  to  it. 
The  more  correct  principle  is,  that  a  party  can  not  expose  him- 
self with  impunity  to  injury  from  the  possible  neojliirence  of  an- 
other, and  if  injury  ensue,  recover  against  the  other  for  such  in- 
jury. Each  is  bound  to  ordinary  care,  and  the  one,  if  only  one, 
that  omits  it,  must  take  the  consequences  by  way  of  legal  lia- 
bilit}'.  If  both  are  culpable,  and  such  mutual  culpability  con- 
tribute to  an  injury,  neither  is  liable,  where  the  doctrine  of 
contributory  negligence  prevails/ 

The  settled  principles  of  the  law  would  seem  to  require  that 
the  plaintiff,  relying  on  the  negligence  of  the  defendant  to  re- 
cover for  a  personal  injury,  must  allege  in  his  pleadings  that  he 
himself  was  observing  due  care.  Yet  such  is  not  the  law;' 
and  it  is  held  in  Wisconsin  that  an  averment  of  the  plaintiff 
that  the  injury  was  caused  by  the  negligence  of  the  defendant, 
is  tantamount  to  an  averment  that  the  defendant's  negligence 
was  the  sole  cause  of  the  injury,  and  therefore  renders  it  un- 
necessary to  state  that  plaintiff  used  reasonable  or  ordinary  care 
to  prevent  it* 

It  is  held  to  be  negligence  for  a  railroad  company  to  suffer 
weeds  or  other  growths  to  accumulate  on  and  along  its  right  of 
way,  at  and  near  to  a  public  crossing,  in  such  a  manner  and  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  so  obstruct  the  view,  so  that  those  oper- 
ating its  trains  can  not  conveniently  see  persons  and  animals 


'  Batton  V.  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co., 
18  N.Y.  248;  Johnson  v.  Hudson  River 
R.  R.  Ck).,  20  N.  Y.  65;  Brand  v.  Sche- 
nectady &  Troy  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Barb.  368. 

•Thompson  v.  North  Mo.  R.  R.  Co., 
51  Mo.  190;  Loyd  v.  Hannibal  &  St. 
Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  63  Mo.  509.  12  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  474;  Texas  &  Pacific  Ry.  Co. 
r.  Murphy,  46  Tex.  356.  13  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  319;  Louisville  k  P.  C.  Co.  f>. 
Murphy,  9  Bush.  522;  Paducah  & 
Memphis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hoehl,  12 
Bush,  41,  18  Am.  Ry.  Bep.  ^338;  Ho- 
cum  «.  Weitherick,  22  Minn.  152; 
Robinson  v.  Western  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 
48  Cal.409;  State  v.  Manchester  <&  L. 
R.  B,  Co.,  52  N.  H.  528;  Hackford  v. 


N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  43 
How.  Pr.  222,  53  N.  Y.  654;  Snyder 
V.  Pitlsburgr,  C.  &  St.  L.  Ry.  Co.,  11 
W.  Va.  14;  Govt.  Str.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hanlon,  53  Ala.  70;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Whittington,  30  Gratt.  805. 
•Potter,  Admr.,  1?.  The  Chicago  & 
N.  Western  Ry.  Co.,  20  Wis.  53:). 
And  see  Lalor  r.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.. 
52  III.  401;  Indianapolis  &  St.  L.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Evans,  88  III.  63;  Indianap- 
olis, P.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Keely,  2\\ 
Ind.  133;  Jeffereonville,  Madison  & 
Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  V  Hendricks,  41  Ind. 
48;  Jackson  v.  Indianapolis  &  St.  L. 
R.  R.  Co.,  47  Ind.  454. 
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approaching  to  cross,  or  in  the  act  of  crossing,  the  railroad 
at  such  public  crossings;  and  if,  by  reason  of  such  obstructions, 
injuries  occur  at  such  crossing,  the  company  will  be  liable.' 
And  it  is  laid  down  as  a  rule  of  law  in  the  same  case  here 
cited,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  railroad  companies  to  keep  tlieir  right 
of  way  grounds  sufficiently  free  from  obstructions  that  persons 
approaching  public  crossings  may  ascertain  whether  there  is 
danger  in  crossing,  and  so  that  the  emploj'es  in  charge  of  trains 
may  be  able  to  see  if  there  be  persons  or  property  on,  or  passing 
on  to,  the  track.' 

And  80  neglecting  to  give  the  customary  signals,  as  also  the 
absence  of  watchmen  at  pnblic  crossings  of  streets  in  towns 
and  cities,  is  negligence;*  and  where  such  omissions  occur  on 
the  \iirt  of  the  company,  the  party  injured  is  not  held,  if  in 
IlliLois,  where  comparative  negligence  prevails,  to  the  same 
n.jasure  of  diligence  on  his  part  that  is  incumbent  on  him  else- 
where under  ordinary  circumstances.* 

If  one  attempt  to  get  on  or  off  a  train  while  it  is  in  motion, 
fiuch  an  attempt  is  negligence,  if  done  at  his  own  instance,  without 
any  inducement  from  those  in  charge  thereof;  and  if  injury  re- 
sult therefrom,  without  any  fault  of  the  company,  there  can  be  no 
recovery,  nor  for  injury  to  a  child  of  tender  3^ear8  injured  under 
the  same  circumstances,  while  in  charge  of  an  adult  person  so 
attempting  with  such  infant  to  leave  the  train  whilst  in  motion, 


*  Rockford,  Rock  Island  &  St.  Louis 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hillmer,  72  III.  235;  In- 
dianapolis &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Smith,  78  111.  112;  Dimick  v.  Chi.  & 
N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  80  III.  338;  Chi.,  Bur- 
lingrton  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lee, 
87  III.  454. 

^  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Smith.  78  III.  112. 

'  St.  Louis,  Van  d  all  a  &  Terre  Haute 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Dunn,  admr.,  78  111.  197; 
McGovera  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R. 
R.  Co.,  67  N.  Y.  423;  Dolan  v.  Del.  & 
Hudson  Canal  Co.,  71  N.  Y.  285; 
Casey  v.  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co., 
78  N.  Y.  518;  S.  C.  8  Daly,  220,  and 
6  Abb.  N.  C.  104;  Phila.  &  Reading 
R.  R.  Co.  c.  Killips,  88  Penn.  St.  405. 


But  it  is  held  in  McGrath  v.  Now 
York  Central  &  Hudson  River  R.  R. 
Co.,  59  N.  Y.  468,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
106,  reversiuK  the  same  case  in  1  Hun, 
437,  and  3  N.  Y.  S.  C.  (T.  &  C),  776, 
that  the  absence  of  a  flagman  at  a 
crossing",  when  it  had  been  customary 
to  keep  one  there,  does  not  relieve  a 
traveler  from  the  effects  of  his  negli- 
gence; and  in  Weber  v.  New  York 
Central  &  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  58 
N.  Y.  45,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  188,  that 
the  failure  to  station  flagmen,  or  erect 
gates,  at  a  crossing  in  a  city,  is  no  evi- 
dence of  negligence,  unless  required 
by  law. 

*  St.  Louis,  Vandalia  &  Terre  Hrtute 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Dunn,  admr.,  78  111.  197. 
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the  company  being  gnilty  of  no  negligence.  Tn  such  cfise,  the 
negligence  of  the  parent  or  person  in  charge  of  the  child  being 
the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury  to  it  and  to  himself,  no  recov- 
ery can  be  had  a&fainst  the  company  bv  either.* 

In  an  action  against  a  railroad  cotnpany  for  a  personal  injury, 
it  must  be  averred  by  the  plaintiff  that  there  was  no  fault  or 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  injured  person;'  and  by  a  parity  of 
reasoning  and  sequence  of  the  law,  if  the  action  be  for  injury  to 
a  child  of  tender  years,  then  the  averment  in  that  respect  must 
be  that  the  iniurv  occurred  without  the  fault  or  neo^lioence  of 
the  parent  or  child,  or  an  averment  substantially  to  that  effect. 
In  either  case,  the  facts  averred  must  of  course  be  proved;  the 
plaintiff  must  recover,  if  at  all,  allegata  et probata* 

In  California,  the  latest  ruling  we  have  met  w^ith  is  the  con- 
trary of  the  general  doctrine  in  respect  to  averment  and  proof 
of  care  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff.  The  ruling  there  is  that  neg- 
ligence on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  is  a  matter  of  defense,  to  be 
proved  aflSrmatively  by  the  defendant,  unless  it  can  be  inferred 
from  circumstances  proved  by  the  plaintiff;'  and  that  in  actions 
for  personal  injury,  the  plaintiff  need  not  allege  in  his  declara- 
tion or  petition  that  the  injury  was  committed  without  his 
fault.*  But  notwithstanding  such  ruling,  yet  the  general  prin- 
ciple is  there  maintained  that  contributive  negligence  on  tiie 
part  of  the  injured  person  in  any  degree  contributing  proxi- 
mately to  bring  about  the  injury,  defeats  the  action.*    And  the 


1  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  «.  Ran- 
dolph, 53  III.  510;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Slatton,  54  111.  13:3;  Ohio  &  Miss. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Stratton.  78  111.  88;  Lake 
Shore  &  Mich.  S.  Ry.  Co.  p.  Roy,  5 
Bradw.  (111.),  82;  Pittsburgh,  Fort 
Wayne  &  Chicago  Ry.  Co.  r.  Vining's 
admr.,  27  Ind.  513;  Morrison  v.  Erie 
Ry.  Co.,  56  N.  Y.  302,  6  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  166;  Harvey  r.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co., 
116  Mass.  269,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  463; 
Galveston,  H.  &  S.  A.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Le- 
Gierse,  51  Tex.  189;  Nelson  r.  Atlantic 
&  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  68  Mo.  593;  Rich- 
mond &  D.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  MoiTis,  31 
Gratt.  200;  Knight  v.  Pontchartrain 
R.  R.  Co.,  23  La.  Ann.  462.  But  the 
mere  leaving  the  seat,  for  the  purpose 


of  getting  off,  is  not  negligence: 
Wylde  r.  NortheiTi  R.  R.  Co.,  53  N. 
Y.  156,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  375. 

2  Mich.  S.  &  N.  Indiana  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Lantz,  29  Ind.  528;  but  see  ante,  p. 
1035.  A  general  averment  of  defend- 
ant's negligence  is  sufficient:  St.  Louis 
&  Southeastern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Mathia^, 
50  Ind.  65,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  381. 

•Robinson  v.  ITie  Westeni  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  48  Cal.  409,  426;  and  this 
ruling  is  affirmed  in  McQuilken  v. 
Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co..  50  Cal.  7, 
12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  166. 

*  Robinson  p.  The  Western  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  48  Cal.  409,  426. 

»Gay  V.  Winter,  34  Cal.  153;  Need- 
ham  V,  San  Francisco  &  San  Jose  R. 
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rule  does  not  prevent  the  court  from  ordering  a  non-suit  in  a 
proper  case,  tbat  is,  if  the  plaintiff's  evidence  shows  liini  guilty 
of  such  negligence  as  will  defeat  his  recovery.* 

It  is  also  held  in  that  state,  that  leaving  a  team  of  horses  un- 
hitched iu  close  proximity  to  a  railroad  is  snch  negligence  as 
to  prevent  recovery  for  their  injury;'  and  if  the  owner  on  the 
passing  of  a  train  runs  upon  the  track  for  the  purpose  of  stop- 
ping the  team,  and  is  there  himself  injured,  he  can  not  re- 
cover.' 

In  actions  for  injuries  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  defendant,  if  the  entire  evidence  fails  to  show  any 
such  negligence,  the  court  should  either  non-suit  the  plaintiff,  or 
instruct  the  jury  to  find  for  the  defendant*  And  if  the  plaint- 
iff's evidence  shows  him  to  be  guilty  of  negligence  contributing 
directly  to  the  injury,  a  non  suit  is  proper;*  or  if,  the  burden  of 


R.  Co.,  37  Cal.  419;  Robinson  v.  The 
Western  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  48  Cal. 
409,  421;  Heame  r.  Southern  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  50  Cal.  482,  12  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  181. 

*  McQuilken  v.  Cent.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra, 

^Deville  V,  Southern  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  50  Cal.  383,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
180. 

« Devlle  V,  So.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co. 

*  Wilds,  admx.,  v.  The  Hudson 
River  R.  R.  Co..  24  N.  Y.  (10  Smith), 
430;  S.  C.  29  N.  Y.  315,  33  Barb.  503; 
Su.ton  r.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R. 
Co.,  ee  N.  Y.  243;  Steffen  r.  Chicago 
&  Northwestern  R.  R.  Co.,  46  Wis. 
209.  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  385.  See  also 
Keeley  r.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  47  How.  Pr. 
2oG;  Maher  v.  Atlantic  &  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.,  64  Mo  267;  Daniel  v.  Metropoli- 
tan Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  5  H.  L.  45, 
Law  Rep.  3  Com.  P.  216;  Bridges  v. 
North  London  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  7 
H.  L.  213;  Welfare  v.  London  &  B. 
Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  4  Q.  B.  693;  Lewis 
r.  London,  C.  &  D.  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep. 
9  Q.  B.  66;  Stubley  v,  London  &  N. 
W.  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  1  Exch.  13; 
Slattery  p.  Dublin,  W.  &  W.  Ry.  Co., 


Irish  Rep.  8  C.  L.  531,  and  10  C.  L. 
256;  Dublin,  W.  &  W.  Ry.  Co.  r. 
Slattery,  Law  Rep.  3  App.  C<is.  1155. 
^  Delaware.  Lackawanna  &  Western 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Toffey,  38  N.  J.  525, 13 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  75;  Bonnell  v.  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  &  Western  R.  R. 
Co.,  39  N.  J.  189,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
220;  Brown  v.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Ry.  Co.,  22  Minn.  165,  19  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  298;  Donaldson  v.  Same,  21  Id, 
293.  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  15;  Goldstein  v. 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  By. 
Co.,  46  Wis.  404,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
391;  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Fort- 
ney,  90  Penn.  St.  323;  8.  C.  1  Am. 
&  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  128;  Clark  v. 
Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  128 
Mass.  1;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R. 
Cas.  134;  Wills  v.  Lynn  &  Boston  R. 
R.  Co.,  129  Maas.  351;  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Shipley,  31  Md.  368; 
McMahon  v.  Northern  Cent  Ry.  Co., 
39  Md.  4:^8;  Dublin,  W.  &  W.  Ry, 
Co.  V.  Slattery,  Law  Rep.  8  App.  Cas. 
1155,  Irish  Rep.  8  C.  L.  531,  5  n  1 10 
C.  L.  256;  Penn.  Co.  r.  Rathgeb,  82 
Ohio  St.  66.  The  contributory  negli- 
gence, however,  should  clearly  ap- 
pear: Hackford  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H. 
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proof  bein^  upon  him,  he  prodaces  no  evidence  of  due  care  on 
Ills  part.'  But  if  the  law  has  imposed  upon  railroad  companies 
a  general  presnmption  of  negligence  in  case  of  accident,  and 
the  testimony  for  the  plaintiff  discloses  contributory  negligence 
by  him,  if  there  is  room  for  reasoning  as  to  whether  such  general 
presumption  of  negligence  is  rebutted  by  the  evidence,  or 
whether  the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  was  proximate,  a  non- 
suit should  not  be  granted.' 

The  rule  of  contributive  negligence  prevails  substantially  in 
the  courts  of  Louisiana,  and  under  the  code  of  that  state.'     In 


R.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  N.  T.  654;  Belton 
V.  Baxter,  54  N.  Y.  245,  58  N.  Y.  411; 
Massoth  V.  Del.  &  H.  C.  Co.,  64  N.  Y. 
524;  Waldele  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R. 
R.  R.  Co.,  19  Hun.  69;  Murphy  v, 
Chica^ro,  Rock  Island  &  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.,  45  la.  661,  38  la.  539;  McMahon 
V,  Northern  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  39  Md. 
438;  Cogswell  v.  Oregon  &  Cal.  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Greg.  417;  Bunting  v.  Cent. 
Pac  R.  R.  Co. ,  14  Nev.  351 ;  Cohen 
p.  Eureka  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  Id,  376; 
Ellis  p.  Great  Western  Ry.  Co.,  Law 
Rep.  9  C.  P.  551.  In  the  case  of 
GoLlstein  v.  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co., 
supra,  it  was  attempted  to  charge  the 
defendant  with  negligence  in  leaving 
a  narrow  passage  way  between  its 
depot  and  a  canal  undefended  by  a 
railing,  into  which  the  plaintiff  volun- 
tarily drove,  and  was  precipitated  into 
the  canal.  On  demurrer,  the  com- 
plaint was  held  insufficient. 

*  Hinckley  p.  Cape  Cod  R.  R.  Co., 
120  Mass.  257;  Cordell  v.  N.  Y.  Cent. 
&  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co..  64  N.  Y.  535,  70 
Id,  119,  75  Id,  330. 

'Hankerson  p.  South  Western  R. 
R.  Co.,  59  Ga.  593,  18  Am.  Rj.  Rep. 
458. 

■Carlisle  v.  Holton,  3  La.  An.  48; 
Damont  p.  New  Orleans  &  CaiToliton 
R.  R.  Co.,  9  La.  An.  441;  Mercier  p. 
The  N.  Orleans  &  Carrollton  R.  R. 
Co.,  23  La.  An.  264;  Knight  p.  Pont- 
chartrain  R.  R.  Co.,  23  La.  An.  462. 


A  very  lucid  and  full  analysis  of  the 
law  of  negligence  is  given  by  said  Su- 
preme Court  in  this  last  case,  as  the 
same  prevails  in  Louisiana,  viz: 
.Howe,  J. 

**  There  is  a  rule  of  law,  too  well 
settled  to  be  disturbed,  that  is  invoked 
by  defendant — the  rule  volenti  non  Jit 
injuria.  The  extent  and  applica- 
tion of  this  rule  have  been  discussed 
at  length  in  this  controversy,  and  it 
seems  that  the  numerous  decisions 
cited  may  be  distributed  into  three 
daKses: 

"jpirsf— Where  the  conduct  of 
plaintiff  has  as  matter  of  fact  con- 
tributed to  the  accident,  but  such  con- 
duct has  not  been  in  a  legal  sense 
imprudent  or  negligent.  In  such  case 
the  plaintiff  may  recover  from  a  de- 
fendant in  fault.  Such  was  considered 
the  state  of  facta  in  Choppin  v.  The 
Carrollton  Railroad,  17  An.  19.  as  ap- 
pears from  the  record,  though  not 
from  the  published  report. 

Second — Where  the  conduct  of  tho 
plaintiff  has  been  imprudent  or  negli- 
gent, but  such  imprudence  or  negli- 
gence has  not  contributed  tP  the 
accident.  In  such  ca>*e  the  plaintiff 
may  recover  from  a  defendant  in  lault. 

Third — Where  the  conduct  of 
plamtiff  has  been  negligent  and  has 
contributed  to  the  disaster.  .  In  such 
case  the  plaintiff  can  not  recover,  even 
though  the  defendant   be    in   fault. 
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the  leading  case  here  cited  there  was  a  verdict  and  jndgment  for 
plaintitr,  in  an  action  for  deatli  incurred  bv  an  effort  to  get  upon, 
a  moving  train;  and  there  being  no  evidence  of  any  faul  ton  tiie 
part  of  the  company,  the  supreme  court  reversed  the  judgment, 
set  aside  the  verdict,  and  ordered  that  judgment  be  given  for 
defendant,  with  costs,  in  the  court  below,  in  chief. 

And  so  the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff's  own  employe  or 
servant,  as  for  instance  his  wagon  driver,  in  bringing  about  a 
collision  with  a  railroad  train,  whereby  the  plaintiff  is  injured,  is 
a  bar  to  plaintiff's  recovery  for  the  injury,  in  like  effect  as  if  re- 
sulting from  the  negligence  of  plaintiff  himself;*  and  this,  too, 
though  the  company  be  also  negligent.'  In  such  cases  the  bur- 
den of  proof  is  upon  the  plaintiff  to  show  due  care.'  So,  in  like 
manner,  of  plaintiff's  own  conduct  in  a  suit  by  him,  or  that  of 
the  injured  party,  if  the  suit  be  by  his  administrator.* 

Resistanre  to  an  improper  manner  and  place  of  putting  one 
forcibly  off  the  cars  will  not  amount  to  contributive  negligence.* 
A  party  being  forcibly  ejected  from  a  moving  car,  whether  he 
has  a  right  to  be  thereon  or  not,  has  the  same  right  to  resist  as 
if  under  an  attack  which  places  his  life  in  danger,  and  will  not 
be  held  to  have  contributed  to  an  injury  received  in  such  ren- 
contre.* 

Where  the  company  is  liable  for  the  act  of  its  conductor  in 


Such  was  either  the  state  of  facts  or 
the  doctrine  announced  in  the  follow- 
ing"  cases:  FIo5'ias  v.  Pontchartra'n 
Railroad,  IS  L.  :x^9;  Hubgh  r.  Carroll- 
ton  Roilroad,  6  An.  496;  Damont  r. 
Banio,  9  A.  441 ;  Hill  v,  N.  0.,  Opelou- 
sas  &  G.  W.  Railroad,  11  An.  292; 
^lyer^ ».  Perry,  1  An.  374;  Carlisle  r. 
Holton,  3  An.  4S;  Murphy  v.  Dia- 
mond, 3  An.  441. 

The  case  at  bar  if?  clearly  within  the 
last  class.  *  *  *  It  is  therefore 
onlered  that  the  jutljrr.K'nt  appealed 
from  be  reversed,  and  the  verdict 
set  aside.  It  is  further  ordered  that 
th'^re  be  judpinent  m  favor  of  defend- 
ant with  costs."     (P.  464.) 

» Lake  Shon-  .^  Mich.  S.  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Miller,  25  Midi.  (3  Post),  274. 


« Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  S.  R.  R.  Ck). 
r.  Miller,  25  Mich.  (3  Post),  274. 

•Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  S.  R.  R.  Co. 
«.  Miller,  25  Mich.  (3  Post).  274:  Mich. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Coleman  and  an- 
other, 28  Mich.  (6  Post),  440;  Le  Baron 
V,  Joslin,  41  Mich.  313;  atite,  p.  1023. 

♦Detroit  &  Milwaukee  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Van  Steinburijf,  17  Mich.  (4  Jennison), 
99;  Kelly,  admr..  v.  Hendrie,  26  Mich. 
(4  Post),  255;  Schapp*»rt  v.  Ringler, 
45  N.Y.  Superior,  845;  Patterson  r.  B. 
&  M.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  38  la.  279;  Mur- 
phy r.  Chi.,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  45 
la.  661:  S.  C.  381a.  5:59. 

*  Sanford  r.  Eighth  Avenoe  R.  R. 
Co..  2:5  N.  T.  (9  Smith),  34:3. 

•  Sanford  v.  Eighth  Avenue  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra. 
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that  lie  wrongfully  expels  a  paspenger  from  the  enr,  it  is  also 
liable  for  any  aggravating  circumstances  attending  the  same/ 

In  New  York  the  doctrine  of  contributive  neirliirence  is  as- 
serted  and  enforced  in  the  earliest  railroad  case  that  has  come  to 
our  knowledge,  decided  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  that  state. 
That  court  laid  down  therein  the  broad  principle  that  where  the 
injury  results  *'from  the  common  fault  of  both  parties''  there 
can  be  no  recovery.*  This  was  a  case  of  killing  live  stock,  which 
had  strayed  by  the  negligence  of  the  owner  on  to  the  defendant's 
railroad,  and  were  there  killed  by  the  negligence  of  the  company's 
servants,  when  they  might  have  been  saved  by  ordinary  care. 
The  Court  of  Appeals  held  that  being  trespassers  there,  the  com- 
pany were  not  bound  to  check  up  the  train,  or  bound  in  any 
form  to  ordinary  care;  that  the  cattle  being  upon  the  railroad 
without  right,  the  law  imputed  a  fault  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
no  recovery  could  be  had.'  In  the  subsequent  case  of  Ilance 
and  anotlier  v.  The  Cayuga  &  Susquehanna  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  same  court  hold,  under  the  statute  requiring  railroads 
to  be  fenced,  and  making  companies  liable  on  default  thereof  for 
live  stock  injured  thereon,  that  where  a  railroad  company  prop- 
erly fences  its  road  it  is  not  liable  for  injury  to  live  stock,  except 
for  negligence  or  willful  injury;*  and  so  previously  in  Corwin 
V.  Tlie  New  York  &  Erie  Kailroad  Company.'  In  each  of 
said  cases  it  is  also  ruled  that  even  then  there  can  be  no  recovery 
or  liability  if  the  injury  is  in  part  owing  to  the  contributory 
negligence  of  the  plaintiff;  that  where  both  parties  were  negli- 
gent  there  could  be  no  recovery,  although  the  company's  negli- 
gence  consisted  in  omitting  to  keep  its  fences  and  cattle-guards 
in  proper  repair,  whereby  the  animals  got  on  the  track — the 
plaintiff  on  his  part  being  guilty  of  negligence  in  allowing  his 


*  Sonford  f>,  8th  Ave.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra;  Goddard  v.  Grand  Trunk  Ry. 
Co.,  57  Me.  202. 

'  Mung^er  v.  The  Tonawanda  R.  R. 
Co.,  4  N.  Y.  (Coinstock).  349,  358, 
359,  360.  In  this  case,  though  the 
doctrine  involved  was  extensively  re- 
viewed and  Hummed  np  by  the  court 
and  counsel,  yet  no  railway  case  is 
cited,  either  English  or  American,  bat 
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the  case  of  Cook  v.  The  Cham  pin  in 
Transportation  Co.,  and  that  is  cited 
to  the  point  that  the  rule  that  a  plaint- 
iff who  is  a  wrongdoer  can  not  recover, 
has  exceptions. 

•  Munger  v.  The  Tonawanda  Railroad 
Co.,  4  N.  Y.  (Comstock),  ;M9,  358. 

•  26  N.  Y.  (12  Smith),  428. 

•  13  N.  Y.  (3  Kernan),  42. 
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cattle  to  stray  thereon;'  and  that  suffering  the  animals  to  be  at 
large  and  to  go  upon  the  road,  whether  intentional  or  not,  is 
negligence,  was  held  in  Hunger  v.  The  Tonawanda  R.  R.  Co.,  4 
N.  Y.  (4  Comst),  349. 

But  it  is  held  that  a  passenger  upon  a  vehicle  provided  for 
that  purpose,  may  rightly  assume  that  those  parts  of  the  veliicle 
prepared  for  the  use  of  passengers  are  suitable  and  safe,  and  that 
tliose  in  charge  of  the  conveyance  will  avoid  any  special  risks 
attaching  to  the  position.'  Tims  where  a  passenger  takes  an  ex- 
posed position  (in  this  case  a  footboard  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose), he  is  not  guilty  of  negligence  j!>^  se^  but  the  question  of  his 
contributory  negligence  is  for  the  jury." 

The  courts  of  Kentucky,  whilst  adopting  some  of  the  principles 
of  contributive  negligence,  and  some  also  of  comparative  negli- 
gence, so  termed,  seemed  to  have  carved  out  a  system,  in  refer- 
ence tliereto,  in  some  respects  peculiarly  tlieir  own.  Their 
ruling  is:  First  That  as  between  the  company  and  strangers, 
the  company  is  bound  to  the  observance  of  ordinary  care,  and 
are  therefore  liable  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  want  of  it 
to  one  not  himself  by  fault  contributing  thereto;*  and  this  is 
consonant  to  the  generally  received  principles  in  that  respect. 
Second.  That  in  respect  to  injuries  to  strangers  resulting 
from  the  act  of  negligence  of  common  laborers  employed  by  it, 
the  company  are  liable  if  the  act  done  be  within  the  course  of 
their  duty  or  employment,*  and  the  injured  party  do  not  con- 
tribute to  the  cause  thereof;  and  this  is  in  conformity,  as  is 
believed,  to  the  generally  received  doctrine  of  courts  on  this  sub- 
ject. Third.  That  in  tlie  business  of  operating  trains — tlie  im- 
pelling of  them,  we  suppose,  is  meant — the  engineer  is  the  chief 
or  governing  agent  of  the  corporation,  and  that  all  his  associates 
in  that  employment,  as  firemen  and  brakemen,  we  suppose,  are 
employes  in  a  common  service;  that  through  him  and  its  other 
agents,  the  invisible  corporation,  though  never  actually,  yet  is 
always  constructively,  present;  and  that  their  acts  in  their  several 
spheres  are  its  acts,  and  for  which,  if  negligent,  and  injury  result 

*  Hance  t>.  Cayuga  &  Susquehanna         ^Ihid. 
R.  R.  Co.,  26  N.  y.  (12  Smith),  428.         *Louimlle  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v, 

'^Spooner  r.   Brooklyn  City  R.  R.  Collins.  2  DovjiII,  114.  . 
Co.,  54  N.  Y.  230,  6  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  ^  Louisville  &  NaRhville  R.  R.Co.  r. 

lyS.  Collins.  2  Duvall,  114. 
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therefrom  to  one  of  those  common  or  subordinate  servants,  the 
company  is  h'able,  if  the  injured  party  be  not  liimself  negligent; 
and  although  lie  be  himself  negligent,  that  yet  the  company  are 
liable  if  tlie  act  of  the  agent  be  one  of  gross  negligence,  and  such 
that  by  ordinary  care  the  injury  might  have  been  avoided.*  We 
understand  by  the  term  gross  negligence,  as  used  in  the  courts 
of  Kentucky,  that  which  is  tantamount  to  willfulness — negligence 
so  great  as  to  justify  the  inference  of  willfulness,  or  at  least  to 
raise  the  presumption  of  total  disregard  of  consequences  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  act,  omission,  or  conduct  complained  of.*  And  that 
for  an  injury  incurred  by  one  of  those  common  servants,  or  co- 
equal employes,  engaged  about  the  running  of  trains,  they  all 
being  subordinate*  and  all  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  business, 
when  caused  by  reason  of  the  negligence  of  another  one  or  more 
of  them,  there  is  no  liability  of  the  company,  if  proper  caution 
is  used  in  their  selection  and  employment;  and  that  thus  far 
only  the  English  rule  in  respect  to  injuries  to  employes  from 
negligence  of  each  other  is  recognized  in  the  courts  of  Ken- 
tucky.' 

And  in  regard  to  injuries  to  passengers,  the  rule  laid  down  in 
Kentucky  is,  that  if  the  injury  results  from  the  passenger's  own 
fault  exclusively,  then  he  can  Aot  recover;  if  from  the  negli- 
gence of  both  himself  and  the  company,  then  he  can  not  recover 
unless  the  servant  or  agent  of  the  company  sees  the  impending 
danger,  and  might,  but  does  not,  avoid  it  by  resorting  to  ordinary' 
care  on  his  part.*  And  when  there  is  a  conflict  of  testimony,  the 
question  of  fact  is  then  for  the  jury  to  decide;'  and  compensatory 


'  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Collins,  2  Duvall,  114;  Same  r.  Robin- 
son, 4  Bush,  507;  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville R.  R.  Co.  V,  Filbern's  admx.,  6 
Bush,  574;  Louisville,  Cincinnati  & 
Lexington  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mahony^s 
adnix.,  7  Bu.«h,  235;  Louisville,  Cin- 
cinnati &  Lexington  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Cavens's  admr.,  9  Bu?»h,  559.  And 
as  between  a  train-dispatcher  and  an 
engineer  on  a  train  en  route,  there  is 
not  the  service  of  co-equal  employes, 
and  for  injury  to  the  latter  by  reason 
of  the  former's  negligence  the  corn- 
pan  v  a-e  liable:  Louisville,  Cincinnati 
&  Lexington  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Cavens's 


admr.,  supra.  And  so,  also,  where 
by  the  negligence  of  the  conductor  of 
one  train  an  iigury  is  inflicted  upon 
the  enfiineer  of  another  train  en  route 
upon  the  road:    lb, 

*  Louisville,  Cincinnati  &  Lex.  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Mahony's  admx.,  7  Bush, 
2.35,  289. 

•Louisville  &  Na«»hville  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Collins,  2  Duvall,  114;  Louisville, 
Cincinnati  &  Lexington  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Cavens*s  admr.,  9  Bush,  559. 

*  Kentucky  Central  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Dills,  4  Bush,  593. 

'  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Collins,  2  Duvall,  114. 
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damaojes  is  the  rule,  unless  there  is  ffross  neorliorence  or  wanton- 
ness.' 

Some  writers  and  jurists  hold,  when  there  is  no  evidence  to 
show  which  party  was  in  fault  in  causing  an  injury  resultini^ 
from  negligence,  that  the  presumption  is  that  the  injured  party 
was  observing  proper  care,  inasmuch  as  the  law  presumes  tliat 
persons  ordinarily  look  to  their  own  safety  and  interests;  but  this 
presumption  must  give  way  and  cease  when  the  result  of  it  would 
be  to  raise  the  inference  of  crime  or  negligence  against  the  other 
party:  for  the  presumption  of  law  is  against  the  commission  of 
crime,  and  injuries  inflicted  by  negligence,  especially  those 
causing  a  person's  death,  are  criminal  injuries.' 

3.  Comparative  negligence. — The  doctrine  of  comparative 
negligence  is  predicated  upon  the  relative  care,  or  want  of  care, 
of  the  parties.  .It  weighs  their  actions  and  conduct  in  connec- 
tion with  all  the  circumstances  and  surroundings  of  each  partic- 
ular case,  and  decides  accordingly.*  We  are  unable  to  give  any 
definition  of  our  own  of  the  principle  so  satisfactory  as  that 
given  by  the  learned  Justice  Breese,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Illinois,  where-  this  doctrine,  as  in  Georgia,  prevails.  After 
referring  to  several  cases  involving  the  subject,  the  learned  judge 
says:  "It  will  be  seen,  from  tliese  cases,  that  the  question  of 
liability  does  not  depend  absolutely  on  the  absence  of  all  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  but  upon  the  relative  degree 
of  care,  or  want  of  care,  as  manifested  by  both  parties;  for  all 
care  or  negligence  is  at  best  but  relative,  the  absence  of  the 
highest  possible  degree  of  care  showing  the  presence  of  some 
negligence,  slight  as  it  may  be.  The  true  doctrine,  therefore,  we 
think  is,  that  in  proportion  to  the  negligence  of  the  defendant, 
should  be  measured  the  degree  of  care  required  of  the  plaintiff — 
that  is  to  say,  the  more  gross  the  negligence  manifested  by  the 
defendant,  the  less  degree  of  care  will  be  required  of  the  plaint- 
iff to  enable   him   to   recover."     And   that  "  where   there   are 

*  Kentucky  Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  v,  Jacobs,  20  111,  478.  Where  the  neg^ 
Dills,  4  Bush,  593;  Louisville  &  Nash-  ligence  of  defendant  is  prox'mate  to 
ville  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Sickinsrs,  5  Bush,  1;  the  cause  of  injury,  and  that  of  plaint- 
Louisville  &  Portland  R.  R.  Co.  v.  iffremote,iti8held,  in  Maryland,  that 
Smith,  2  Duvall,  556.  plaintiff  may  recover:    Bait.  &  0.  R. 

^Rex  V.  Twyning,  2  Bam.  &  Aid.  R.  Co  v.  State,  33  Md.  542;  Bait.  & 

886.  0.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  State,  use,  etc.,  36 

» Galena  &  Chicago  Union  R.  R.  Co.  Md.  366. 
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faults  on  both  sides,  the  plaintiff  shall  recover,  his  fault  bein^ 
to  be  measnred  by  the  defendant's  negligence,  the  plaintiff  need 
not  be  wholly  without  fault."  *  And  so  in  Kansas,  the  supreme 
court  of  that  state,  Valentine,  J.,  say:  '"  If  their  (the  plaintiffs) 
iie<^ligence  is  slight  and  that  of  the  defendants  is  gross,  or  if 
theirs  is  remote  and  that  of  the  defendants  is  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  injury,  they  may  recover,  notwithstanding  their 
own  slight  or  remote  negligence."' 

In  Illinois,  where  the  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence  pre- 
vails,' it  is  holden  that  where  a  railroad  company  leaves  cars 
standing  alongside  a  passenger  track,  so  close  thereto  that  the 
arm  of  a  passenger,  slightly  projecting  from  a  window  in  a  pas- 
senger car  so  constructed  that  the  windows  may  be  opened,  is 
struck  thereby,  is  guilty  of  such  gross  negligence  that  the  pas- 
senger may  recover  tor  the  injury,  notwithstanding  his  own  neg- 
liirence  in  allowing  his  arm  to  protrude  beyond  or  out  of  the 
window  of  the  car  in  which  he  is  seated,  so  as  to  be  struck  bv 
or  come  in  contact  with  the  standing  car  thus  negligently  left 
upon  the  adjacent  track.* 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois,  Walker,  J.,  in  the  case  just 
cited  from  51  Illinois,  say:  *'The  question  then  arises,  whether, 
having  the  arm  casually  outside  of  the  car  in  that  maimer,  was 
negligence,  and  if  so,  was  there  greater  negligence  in  the  com- 
]>any  in  permitting  its  freight  cars  to  stand  so  near  the  track  as 
to  produce  the  injury  in  the  manner  we  suppose  it  occurred;  and 
if  both  parties  were  guilty  of  negligence,  was  that  of  appellee 
relatively  slight  when  compared  with  that  of  appellant?  For  a 
passenger  to  allow  his  arm  to  rest  on  the  window  sill,  and  slightly 
project  beyond  the  outside  surface  of  the  car,  may  be,  in  some 
degree,  negligence,  but  observation  teaches  that  to  do  so  is  not 
uncommon  with  passengers."     That  court  then  add  that  "The 


'  GaleDa  &  Chicago  Union  R.  R.  Co. 
r  Jacobs,  20  111.  478,  496. 

»  Union  Pac.  R.  W.  Co.  v,  Rollins,  5 
Kansas,  167,  184. 

*Chi.  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
StilU  19  III.  499;  Galena  &  Chi.  Union 
R.  R.  Co.  p.  Jacobs,  20  III.  478;  St. 
Louis,  Alton  &  Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Todd.  36  III.  409;  Chi.  &  Alton  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Hogarth,  38  III  370;  Chi. 


&  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Pondrora,  51  Til. 
838;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  806;  Chi.  &  N. 
W.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Sweeney,  52  III.  330. 
*  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Pon- 
drom,  51  III.  333.  And  see,  in  accord 
herewith,  Spencer  v.  Milwaukee  & 
Prairie  du  Chien  R.  R.  Co.,  17  Wis. 
487;  Miller  v,  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.,  5 
Mo.  App.  471. 
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established  doctrine  of  this  court  is,  that  where  the  negligence 
of  the  plaintiff  is  slight  as  compared  with  that  of  the  detieudant, 
a  recovery  may  nevertheless  be  liad."  * 

In  tlie  case  of  Spencer  v.  The  Milwaukee  &  Prairie  du  Chien 
Bailroad  Company,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin,  in  dispos- 
ing of  a  similar  ca^e  to  the  one  cited  from  51  Illinois,  use  the 
following  terms:  "Then  to  say  that  if  a  passenger's  arm  ex- 
tends the  slightest  degree  beyond  the  outside  surface,  he  is  want- 
ing in  proper  care  and  attention,  and  that  if  an  injury  happens, 
he  can  not  recover,  because  his  conduct  must  Iiave  necessarily  con- 
tributed to  the  result,  appears  to  us  to  be  laying  down  a  very  ar- 
bitrary and  unreasonable  rule  of  law.  It  is  probably  the  habit 
of  every  person  while  riding  in  the  cars  to  re&t  the  arm  upon 
tiie  base  of  the  window.  If  the  window  is  open,  it  is  liable  to 
extend  slightly  outside.     This  we  suppose  is  a  common  habit."  * 

In  Laing  v.  Colder  and  others  it  is  ruled,  in  Pennsylvania, 
that  permitting  the  hand  to  be  outside  the  car  window  is  negli- 
gence that  will  prevent  a  recovery;  but  in  that  case  warning  had 
been  given  by  the  conductof  to  the  passengers  against  putting 
out  their  hands.' 

In  a  similar  case  in  Pennsylvania,  the  supreme  court  of  that 
state  hold  that  to  iiave  passenger  cars  in  nse  without  any  means 
of  preventing  the  thrusting  of  the  limbs  of  passengers  out  of 
the  windows,  is  the  use  of  cars  that  are  not  "  roadworthy,'*  and 
that  a  carrier  is  responsible  for  injuries  that  may  happen  from  that 
cause  alone;  that  in  using  such  cars  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
company  to  use  every  means,  in  dangeroue  places,  to  guard 
against  injury  to  passengers,  by  audibly  proclaiming  in  such 
cars  the  necessity  of  keeping  arms  and  heads  inside;  and  that 
if,  heedless  of  such  warning,  a  passenger  is  injured  by  thus  ex- 
posing a  limb  or  limbs,  he  incurs  the  charge  of  willful  negli- 
gence, and  can  not  recover/ 

In  Illinois  it  is  well  settled  that  although  a  plaintiff  be  guilty 
of  negligence,  still  the  defendant  will  be  held  liable  if  his  neg- 
ligence is  greater  than  that  of  the  plaintiff;  that  negligence 
resulting  in   injury  is  comparative,  and  it  is  not  required  that 

>  Chi.  &    A.lton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Pon-  St.  479. 

dom,  51  III.  8:«,  'm.  *The  New  Jersey  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ken- 

2 17  Wis.  4*=^7,  494.  nard,  9  Harris  (21  Penn.  St.),  203. 
•  Laing  r.  Colder  and  others,  8  Penn. 
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the  plaintiff  shall  be  free  from  all  negligence,  or  that  he  shall 
exercise  the  highest  possible  degree  of  prudence  and  caution,  to 
entitle  him  to  a  recovery,  if  the  defendant  be  guilty  of  a  higlier 
de^^ree  of  negligence.* 

And  the  fact  of  negligence  in  a  person  crossing  a  railroad 
track,  will  not  authorize  his  being  wantonly  injured;"  but  if  he 
so  act  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  engineer  to  avoid  the 
injury  by  reasonable  diligence,  the  company  is  not  liable/ 

In  Georgia,  as  l>efore  stated,  the  rule  of  comparative  negli- 
gence prevails.  If  the  negligence  is  concurrent  and  equal  be- 
tween the  company  and  party  injured,  the  plaintiff  can  not  re- 
cover; and  so  if  the  injury  is  by  the  consent  of  the  party  injured; 
so,  also,  if  the  negligence  of  the  injured  party  is  gross,  and  tlmt 
of  the  company  but  slight  in  comparison,  or  the  injured  party 
by  ordinary  care  might  have  avoided  the  injury.  If  both  parties 
are  in  fault,  and  that  of  plaintiff  be  not  such  as  to  pi*eclude  n 
recovery,  then  the  damages  are  estimated  according  to  the  culpa- 
bility of  the  respective  parties,  and  diminished  in  proportion  to 
the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff.     These  seem  to  be  the  ruling 


*  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Still.  19  111.  4:j9;  Galena  &  Chi. 
Union  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Jacobs,  20  111. 
478;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Dewey,  26  111.  255;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hazzaid,  26  111.  373;  Chi- 
cago, B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Payne, 
admr.,  49  111.  499;  Indianapolis  &  St. 
Louis  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Galbreath,  63  III. 
4^,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  128;  Indianapo- 
lis, Bloomington  &  Western  R.  R. 
Co.  P.  Flanigan,  77  111.  365;  Toledo, 
Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co.  ».  O'Con- 
nor, Id.  391;  St.  Louis,  Vandalia  & 
Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dunn,  78  111. 
197;  Sterling  Bridge  Co.  f».  Pearl,  80 
III.  251 ;  Rockford,  Rock  Island  &  St. 
Louis  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Delaney,  82  111. 
198;  Schmidt  v,  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co., 
83  HI.  405;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hetherington,  83  111.  510;  Same  v. 
Hammer,  85  111.  526;  Joliet  r.  Seward, 
86  111.  402;  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Lee,  87  111.  454, 


18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  378;  Chicago.  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Har- 
wood,  90  111.  425;  Wabash  R.  R.  Co. 
c.  Henks,  91  111.  406;  East  St.  Louis 
P.  &  P.  Co.  V.  Hightower,  92  111.  139; 
Ohio  &  Miss.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Porter,  92  III. 
437;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Patterson, 
93  111.  290;  Stratton  r.  Central  City 
Horse  Ry.  Co.,  95  III.  25;  S.  C.  1  Am. 
&  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  115;  Lake  Shore  & 
Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.  r.  Sunder- 
land, 2  Bradw.  (111.),  307;  Same  v. 
Berlink,  Id.  427;  Chicago  &  Alton  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Langley,  Id.  505;  Chicago 
City  Ry.  Co.  v.  Lewis,  5  Bradw.  242; 
Winchester  t>.  Case,  Id,  486;  Wabash 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Jones,  Id.  607.  See,  as  to 
instructions  on  comparative  and  con- 
tributive  negligence,  Stratton  v.  C.  C. 
H.  Ry.  Co..  supra, 

*C.,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Payne, 
admV,  49  111.  49S,  503. 

^C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Payne, 
admV,  49  IIL  499.  504, 
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principles  in  Georgia,  as  laid  down  in  the  following  decisions.* 
The  statute  of  that  state  of  1847,  making  railroad  corporations 
liable  for  injuries  committed  in  running  trains,  is  held  to  be  but 
in  affirmance  of  the  common  law,  and  therefore  liability  arises 
only  from  negligence.* 

Where  the  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence  prevails,  rnn- 
nin^r  its  cars  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour  bv  a  railroad  com- 
pany,  in  a  crowded  crossing  of  a  city,  is  being  guilty  of  such 
extreme  negligence  as  renders  it  liable  for  injury  occasioned  by 
running  against  one  who  is  standing  on  the  crossing  watcliing 
an  opportunity  to  pass,  although  the  injured  person  is  himself 
guilty  of  negligence  which  is  slight  in  comparison  with  that  of 
the  railroad  company.* 

Railroad  companies  are  held  to  a  yery  high  degree  of  care  in 
operating  their  roads  through  the  public  streets  of  cities.  They 
may  not  omit  any  reasonable  duty  that  may  conduce  to  the  safety 
of  the  public,  for  the  public  have  an  equal  right  to  a  free  use  of 
such  thoroughfares/  But  such  companies  are  not  liable  for 
injuries  by  inevitable  accident;  for  if  there  is  no  negligence  or 
willful  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  company,  then,  no  matter 
how  serious  the  injury,  or  how  incapable  of  care  the  injured 
person  is,  there  is  no  liability.'  Thus  where  a  boy  seven  years 
old  was  injured  whilst  climbing  the  ladder  of  a  moving  freight 
car,  when  the  same  was  running  no  faster  than  at  a  legal  rate, 
and  those  in  charge  of  the  train  were  all  in  their  proper  places, 
observing  due  care,  and  no  negligence  whatever  was  attributable 
to  the  company,  as  conducing  to  the  injury,  it  was  held  that  the 
company  were  in  no  degree  liable  for  the  injury.* 


"  MacoD  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Da- 
vis, adm'r,  13  Geo.  68;  Same  i\  same, 
18  Geo.  679;  Central  R.  R.  &  B.  Co. 
V,  Davis,  19  Geo.  ^M;  Macon  A  West- 
em  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Winn,  19  Geo.  440; 
Augusta  &  Savannah  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
McElmurry,  24  Geo.  75;  Macon  St 
Western  R.  R.  Co.  tr.  Davis,  27  Geo. 
11:3;  Sims  v.  Macon  &  Western  R.  R. 
Co.,  28  Geo.  9:5;  Yonpr<»  v.  Kinney,  28 
Geo.  Ill;  Macon  &  TVestem  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Johnson,  88  Geo.  409;  Atlanta 
^'  Richmond  Air  Line  Ry.  Co.  o. 
Avs-rs,  03  Geo.  12. 


•Macon  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Da- 
vis, adm*r,  13  Geo.  68;  Same  ».  same, 
18  Geo.  679. 

"  Pittsburgh,  Cin.  &  St.  Lonis  Ry. 
Co.  w.  Knntson,  69  111.  laS;  Lake  Shore 
&  Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.  t.  Berlin k, 
2  rradw.  (III.),  427. 

*Chi.,  Bur.  &  Q.  R.  R,  Co.  r. 
Stumps,  69  111.  409. 

^Chi.,  Bur.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Stumps,  69  111.  409. 

•Chi.,  Bur.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Stumps,  supra. 
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Ent  although  railroad  trains  and  travelers,  as  hereinbefore 
stated,  have  equal  rights  to  public  crossings  and  streets,  yet,  as 
an  ordinary  vehicle  is  more  easily  controlled  than  is  a  train  of 
cars  and  locomotive,  it  behooves  those  traveling  in  ordinary  ve- 
hicles to  check  up  and  wait  for  approaching  trains  to  pass;  and 
so  of  foot  passengers;  and  all  parties  are  bound  to  reasonable  care 
to  avoid  collision.*  The  rule  is,  where  comparative  negligence 
prevails,  that  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  which  contributes  to  the 
injury  will  not  prevent  a  recovery  when  it  is  slight  as  compared 
with  the  negligence  of  the  defendants;  or,  in  other  words,  to 
enable  plaintiff  to  recover  where  there  is  negligence  on  both  sides, 
then  when  the  negligence  is  compared  it  must  appear  that  the 
negligence  of  the  defendant  is  gross,  and  that  of  the  plaintiff  is 
but  slight.'  But  if  the  parties  arc  equally  guilty  of  negligence, 
no  action  will  lie;  so  if  the  plaintiff  was  negligent  and  defend- 
ant not,  or  plaintiff  is  grossly  negligent — in  these  cases  no  action 
lies,  unless  there  is  willful  misconduct  of  defendant.' 

The  original  rule  of  law  in  the  courts  of  Illinois,  in  regard  to 
injuries  produced  by  negligence,  was  that  of  contributive  negli- 
gence; that  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to  recover  for  lossordain- 
aires  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  another,  he  must  not  only 
prove  the  negligence  of  the  defendant,  but  must  also  show  that 
his  own  nefirliorence  or  misconduct  did  not  concur  with  that  of 
defendant  in  producing  the  injury.* 

In  Galena  &  Chicago  Union  Railroad  Company  v.  Fay,  16 
Illinois,  558,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois,  Scates,  C.  J.,  p.  570, 
lays  down  the  rule  of  contributive  negligence,  as  then  (1855)  the 
rule  of  decision  in  that  state,  in  the  following  terms:  "It  is 
enough  in  law  to  constitute  a  defense,  that  the  negligence  and 
carelessness  caused  or  contributed  to  the  injury  complained  of. 
"Where  these  are  shown,  courts  and  juries  can  not  adjust  their 

>  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Benton,  69  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Evans,  88  111.  63,  21  Am. 

III.  174.  Ry.  Rep.  284. 

« Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  "C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lee, 

Co.  V.  Spencer,  66  111.  528;  111.  Cent.  admr.,  68  111.  576;   Ind.  &  St.  L.  R. 

R.  R.  Co.  V.  Maffit,  67  111.  431;  Rock-  R.  Co.  v.  Evans,  supra. 

ford.  Rock  Isld.  &  St.  Louis  R.  R,  Co.  *  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Grimes, 

r.  Coultas,  67  III.  398;  Chi.,  Bur.  &  13  III.   585;  Dyer  v.  Talcott.  16  III. 

Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Lee,  admr.,  68  III.  300;  Galena  &  Chi.  Union  R.  R.  Co.  v. 

576;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Benton,  69  Fay,  16  III.  558;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 

111.  174,  179;  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  v.  Buckner,  2S  III.  209. 
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de/^rees  and  gange  their  eifects,  nor  will  the  law  hold  carriers  fo 
answer  for  all  the  lower  decrees,  until  they  amount  to  rashness 
and  recklessness.  This  would  add  to  the  highest  degree  of  care, 
imposed  bj  law  upon  carriers,  an  additional  responsibilitj^  for 
tlie  negligence  and  carelessness  of  passengers  short  of  gross 
negligence.  But  such  is  not  the  law,  and  we  can  not  sanction  in- 
structions so  stating  it;  nor  shall  we  here  undertake  to  say  how 
slight  a  degree  will  destroy  the  right  of  reparation."  * 

And  again,  in  the  same  case:  "Carriers  of  passengers  are  not 
insurers  of  life,  limb,  or  against  loss,  damage  or  injury,  as  car- 
riers of  goods  are,  except  for  acts  of  Providence  or  the  public 
enemy;  but  they  are  required  to  use  the  highest  degree  of  care, 
diligence,  vigilance  and  skill  in  the  selection  of  materials,  con- 
struction of  their  vehicles,  and  other  means  of  transportation, 
and  for  their  conduct  and  management,  repairs  and  preserva- 
tion of  them,  with  a  view  to  the  comfort,  safety  and  transporta- 
tion of  passengers  and  their  baggage;  and  they  are  liable  for 
slight  neglect  or  carelessness  in  any  of  these  particulars,  qualified, 
however,  by  the  reciprocal  duty  of  the  passenger,  that  his  want 
of  ordinary  care  does  not  cause  or  contribute  to  produce  the  in- 
jury." '  This  ruling  was  modified  or  changed  in  the  case  of 
Galena  &  Chi.  Union  R.  R  Co.  v.  Jacobs,  20  111.  478,  wherein 
the  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence  was  declared  and  adopted, 
and  reiterated  in  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dewey,  26  111. 
255;  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R  Co.  v.  Hazzard,  26  111.  373;  which  estab- 
lish, as  shown  by  Judge  Breese  in  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R  Co.  v. 
Gretzner,  46  111.  74,  the  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence,  as 
above  stated;  and  which,  we  may  here  add,  has,  with  slight  va- 
riations more  verbal  than  otherwise,  been  adhered  to  ever  since.' 

As  to  what  degree  of  care  the  plaintiff  must  show  himself  to  have 
taken,  that  may,  in  Illinois,  depend  upon  the  relative  rights  or  po- 
sition of  the  parties  in  reference  to  the  rights  exercised  or  position 
enjoyed  by  the  plaintiff  at  the  time  of  the  injury  complained  ot.* 
Where  each  is  equally  in  the  position  of  right,  held  indepen- 

1  Galena  &  Chicago  Union  R.  R.  Co.  13  111  585,  588:   Chicago,  Burlington 

r.  Fay.  16  111.  570.  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Dewey,  adm'r. 

216  111.  471.  26  111.  255,  258;    St.  Louis,  Alton  & 

"Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Van  Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Todd,  86  111. 

Fatten  and  others,  64  111.  610.  409;  Chi.   &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Swee- 

*  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grimes,  ney,  52  111.  325. 
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dent  of  the  favor  of  the  other,  the  plaintiff  is  only  bound  to  show 
that  the  injury  resulted  from  the  negligence  of  the  defendant, 
and  that  he,  the  plaintiff,  used  ordinary  diligenee  to  avoid  it — 
that  is,  he  used  reasonable  care.^  But  though  there  is  a  want  of 
such  care  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  yet  he  nia}'  recover,  by  the 
rule  laid  down  in  Illinois,  if  such  want  of  care  or  other  con- 
duct of  plaintiff  does  not  contribute  to  produce  the  injury.? 

But  where  the  position  of  right  is  not  equal,  as  where  the 
plaintiff,  himself  pursuing  the  wrong  side  of  the  road,  meets 
with  an  injury  iVom  another  traveler,  in  order  to  recover,  he 
must  show  the  use  of  more  than  ordinary  care  and  diligence  on 
his  part  to  avoid  it.'  So,  in  Illinois,  if  the  plaintiff  come  to  an 
injury  while  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  privilege  or  favor,  as  where, 
by  permission,  he  is  passing  through  defendant's  enclosure,  and 
is  there  injured  by  the  negligence  of  the  defendant,  he  is  bound 
to  show,  to  enable  him  to  recover,  that  he  used  extraordinary 
care  to  avoid  the  injury,  else  he  can  not  recover.* 

If  both  use  ordinary  care  where  ordinary  care  is  all  that  is  de- 
manded, or  if  both  use  all  the  care  required  of  them,  respect- 
ively, in  their  respective  situations,  or  if  both  be  equally  to 
blame,  then  there  can  be  no  recovery;*  and  so,  also,  if  tlie  plaint- 
iff alone  is  in  fault.'  Such  is  the  rule  in  Illinois;  and  although 
the  defendant  be  guilty  of  some  negligence,  and  such  negligence 
contributes  to  bring  about  the  injury,  yet  if  the  plaintiff  him- 


*Butterfie:d  v.  Forrester,  11  East, 
60;  Beers  v.  Housatonic  R.  R.  Co..  19 
Cona.  566;  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Qaincy  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Dewey,  adm'r,  26 
111.  2'}\  258;  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.  ».  Hogarth,  38  III.  370. 

'Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grimes, 
13  III.  585,  538;  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Dewey,  26  III. 
255,  258,  259. 

'  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co. «.  Grimes, 
13  III.  585,  591. 

^  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.Co.  v.  Grimes, 
13  III.  585,  591;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
V,  Godfrey,  71  111.  500. 

'  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grimes, 
13  III.  585,  591;  Chiwigo,  B.  &  Q.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  George,  19  IlL  510;  Chicago, 


Burlington  &  Qiiincy  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Dewey,  admV,  26  III.  255,  258;  Ohio 
&  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  ShaneMt,  47  111. 
497,  499;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Wai-saw 
R.  W.  Co.  V.  Riley,  47  111.  514;  111. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Slatton,  54  III.  13;J; 
III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Baches,  55  111. 
379;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mur- 
ray, 62  III.  326;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Van  Patten,  64  111.  510. 

'  Chicago  &  Alton  R  R.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Laughlin, 47  III.  265.  And  it  is  not 
the  duty  of  the  company  to  put  gunrJs 
over  cars  standing  idle  on  the  track, 
to  prevent  children  intruding  on  and 
being  injured  by  the  same:  lb.;  Chi- 
cago, BurlJnorton  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Stumps,  63  111.  409. 
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self  is  shown  to  have  been  greatly  more  negligent,  or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  some  jurists,  guilty  of  gross  negligence,  and  snch  neg- 
ligence of  the  plaintifi'  contributed  to  bring  about  the  injury, 
then  plaintiff  can  not  recover.* 

The  case  of  St.  Louis,  Alton  &  Terre  Haute  Railroad  Com- 
pany V.  Todd,  above  cited,  was  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Illinois,  Walker,  C.  J.,  because  of  the  refusal  of  the  court 
below  to  give  the  following  instruction:  "If  negligence  on  the 
])art  of  the  plaintiff  has  been  proved  in  this  suit,  then   the  rail- 
road company  is  only  liable  for  gross  negligence,  which  implies 
willful  injury."     The  court  then  say:     ''  Some  of  the  adjudged 
cases  go  to  the  length  of  holding,  that  whenever  the  plaintiff  has, 
by   his  negligence,  contributed  to  the  injury  complained  of,  he 
has  no  right  to  a  recovery.     But  the  rule  of  this  court  is,  that 
negligence  is  relative,  and  that  a  plaintiff,  although  guilty  of  neg- 
ligence which  may  have  contributed  to  tlie  injury,  may  hold  the 
defendant  h'able,  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  higher  degree  of  neg- 
ligence, amounting  to  willful  injury.     The  fact  that  a  plaintiff  is 
guilty  of  slight  negligence,  does  not  absolve  the  defendant  from 
the  use  of  care  and   all   reasonable  efforts  to  avoid  the  injury. 
The  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  does  not  license  the  defendant  to 
wantonly  or  willfully  destroy  plaintiff's  property.     Each  party 
must  be  held  to  the  use  of  all  reasonable  efforts  to  avoid  the  in- 
jury, and  the  negligence  of  one  party  does  not  absolve  the  other 
from  diligence  and  caution." ' 

So,  on  the  other  hand,  although  the  plaintiff  be  guilty  of 
slight  negligence  which  may  have  contributed  to  the  bringing 
about  of  the  injury,  yet  if  the  defendant  be  guilty  of  gross  neg- 


*  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Dewey,  adm'r,  26  111.  255, 
25S,  259;  St.  Louis,  Alton  &  Terre 
Haute  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Todd,  36  111.  409. 
414;  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ha- 
worth  and  others,  39  111.  346;  Chicago 
&  Rock  Isld.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McKean,  40 
III.  218;  Quinn,  adm'r,  v.  111.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  51  III.  495;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R. 
VV.  Co.  r.  Sweeney.  52  111.  325;  Chica- 
p),  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co  V.  Lee,  60  111.  501 ; 
Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
(}  libroath,  63  111.  4 JO,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 


128;  Foster  r.  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.,  H4  111.  164,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  452. 
In  the  last  cited  case  the  plaintiff  was 
a  switchman,  who  received  an  injury 
while  coupling  cars  from  the  inside  of 
a  short  curve,  by  catching  his  foot  be- 
tween the  main  rail  and  a  guai'd,  of 
which  he  had  knowledge;  and  the 
court  refused,  inasmuch  as  he  could 
not  recover  under  the  facts,  to  reverse 
the  judgment  for  erroneous  instruc- 
tions, 
a  36  111.  414,  415, 
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Hgence  which  likewise  con  tributes  to  the  cause  of  the  injury, 
tlien,  by  the  rule  of  negligence  as  established  in  the  courts  of 
Illinois,  the  plaintiff  can  recover.*  And  thongh  plaintiff  or  his 
property  may  be  in  some  respect  out  of  place — as,  for  instance, 
if  his  stock  is  unauthorizedly  upon  the  track  of  a  railroad — yet 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  company  to  avoid  injury  of  it,  if  it  can  be 
done  by  ordinary  care,  and  without  injury  to  the  company  or 
the  public' 

In  the  case  of  The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
Company  v.  Van  Patten,  64r  Illinois,  510,  decided  in  1872,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Illinois,  pages  616,  517,  Scott,  J.,  say: 

**The  doctrine  of  comparative  nej;ligence  of  the  parties  has 
been  recoicnized  in  this  state  certainly  since  the  decision  of  the 
case  of  the  Galena  &  Chicago  Union  R.  R.  Co.  u  Jacobs,  20  111. 
478.  The  rule  adopted  in  some  of  the  earlier  cases  in  this  court, 
that  the  party  injured  should  be  without  fault,  was  modified  by 
that  decision.  But  the  law  is  well  settled,  and  the  rule  has  not 
been  departed  from,  that  where  the  party  injured  is  alone  in 
fault,  and  the  injuries  the  result  of  his  own  negligence,  he  can 
not  recover:  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grimes,  1»3  111.  585; 
Dyer  v.  Talcott,  16  111.  300;  G.  &  C.  U.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Fay,  16 
111.  558. 

If  both  parties  are  equally  in  fault,  or  nearly  so,  the  rule  is 
the  same. 


'  St.  Louis,  Alton  &  Terre  Haute  R. 
B.  Co,  V.  Todd,  36  III.  409;  Chicago  & 
Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Hogarth,  88  III. 
370;  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Qnincy 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Triplett,  38  111.  482;  Chi- 
cago, B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Cauffman, 
88  111.  424;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Shanpfelt  47  HI.  497,  499;  Pittsburg, 
Fort  Wayne  k  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  f.  Bum- 
stead,  48  111.  221;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Barrie,  55  111.  226;  Chi.,  Bur- 
linjston  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Dunn, 
61  III.  385;  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Stables,  62  III.  313;  Chi. 
ft  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Murray,  62  III. 
326;  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Gralbreath,  supra;  Chicago,  B. 
&  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Van  Patten,  64  111. 
510.     And  the  terms  considerable  and 


Utile  have  been  in  one  case  tolerated 
as  comparative  of  the  degrees  of  neg- 
ligence of  the  parties,  and  is  appro- 
bated: III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shultz, 
64  111.  172. 

Mil.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Baker,  47 
111.  295;  Pitteburg,  Fort  Wayne  & 
Chi.  Ry.  Co.  «.  Bumstead,  48  Hi.  221; 
Chi.,  Bur]ingtx)n  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co. 
ff.  Payne,  adra'r,  49  III.  499;  Chi., 
Bur.  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Dunn,  •  2. 
III.  451;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Harris,  54  III.  528;  Chi.,  Rock  Isld.  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Dignan.  56  111. 
487;  Chi.,  Bur.  &  Quincy  R.  R.  (^o.  r. 
Gregory,  58  III.  272:  C,  B.  &  Q.  T? 
R.  Co.  r.  Payne,  adui'r  of  Paynu,  .9 
III.  534. 
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The  cased  in  this  court  that  establish  tlie  doctrine  of  compar- 
ative nen^ligence,  hold  tliat  there  mnst  be  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant,  and  no  want  of  ordinary  care  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff;  and  where  there  has  been  negligence  in  both  par- 
ties, still  the  plaintiff  may  recover,  where  his  neijligence  is  slight, 
and  that  of  the  defendant  is  gross,  in  comparison  with  that  of 
the  plaintiff.  This  rule  has  been  extended  to  include  cases  where 
the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  has  contributed,  in  some  degree, 
to  the  injury  complained  of.  It  is  npon  the  principle  that,  al- 
though a  party  may  have  himself  been,  guilt}^  of  negligence,  it 
does  not  authorize  another  to  recklessly  and  wantonly  destroy 
his  property,  or  commit  a  personal  injury.  C.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Gretzner,  46  111.  75,  and  cases  cited." 

4.  Iiegal  negligenoe. — When  there  is  no  conflict  of  evidence 
or  disputed  fact  for  a  jury  to  decide,  the  question  of  negligence 
then  becomes  a  matter  of  law  to  be  decided  by  the  court;  and 
this,  too,  although  it  involves  the  entire  right  of  action  in  the 
case;*  and  so  if  there  be  no  evidence  of  negligence,  nor  of  any 
facts  or  circumstances  from   which  it  may  be  fairly  inferred, 


*  Newkirk  v.  New  York  &  Harlem 
R.  R.  Co..  38  N.  Y.  (11  Tiffany),  158; 
Harty  r.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J..  42 
N.  Y.  46S,  473;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Offier,  11  Casey  (35  Penn.  St.),  71; 
North  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Heileman, 
49  Penn.  St.  60;  Catawisaa  R.  R,  Co. 
V.  Armstiong,  2  P.  F.  Smith.  52 
Penn.  St,  286;  Pittsburgh,  Fort 
Wayne  &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Evans,  53 
Penn.  St.  250;  Pittsburg  &  Connells- 
ville  R.  R.  Co.  p.  McCIur^,  56  Penn. 
St.  294;  Glassey  v.  The  Hestonville, 
Mantua  &  F.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  67  Penn.  St. 
172;  Penn.  Canal  Co.  v.  Bentley,  66 
Penn.  St.  30;  Pittsburg,  AUegh.  & 
Jiifanchester  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Pearson  and 
wife,  72  Penn.  St.  169;  McKee  v.  Bid- 
well,  74  Penn.  St.  218;  (irows  r.  Maine 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Me.  100,  16  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  326;  Maher  v.  Atlantic  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co..  64  Mo.  267.  17  Am. 
Hv.  Hep.  231;  Fletcher  v.  Same,  Jb. 
484,  17   Am.    Ry.  Rep.   303;    Union 


Pacific  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Rollins,  5  Kansas. 
177;  Jjane  and  others  v.  Old  Colony 
&  Fall  River  R.  R.  Co.,  14  Gray,  14:^; 
Gavect  v.  Manchester  &  Lawrence  R. 
R.  Co.,  16  Gray  (Ma.ss.),  501;  Lang- 
hoff,  admr.,  v.  Mil.  &  Prairie  du 
Chien  Ry.  Co.,  23  Wis.  43;  Same  v. 
Same,  19  Wis.  489;  Grand  Trunk  R. 
W.  Co.  V.  Nichol,  18  Mich.  (5  Jenni- 
son),  171;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  S.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Miller,  25  Mich.  (3  Post), 
274;  Kelly,  admr.,  v.  Hendrie,  26 
Mich.  (4  Post).  255;  Lewis  v.  The 
Bait.  &  0.  R.  R.  CV).,  38  Md.  588; 
McMahon  v.  N.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  39  Md. 
438;  Flemming  v.  Western  Pacific  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  Cal.  253,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
265;  Fernandes  v,  Sacramento  City 
Ry.  Co.,  52  Cal.  45;  S.  C.  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  101,  9  Id.  352;  Directors,  etc.,  of 
Metropolitan  Ry.  Co.  v.  Jackson.  Law 
Rep.,  3  App.  Cas.,  193,  15  Am.  Rv. 
Rep.  621. 
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tlion  the  court,  and  not  the  jury,  are  to  decide.*  And  wlien 
such  question  is  decided  in  a  oonrt  of  last  resort,  on  such  a 
point  as  shows  there  was  no  cause  of  action  in  law,  and  as 
leaves  nothing  for  retrial  in  the  court  below,  the  court  may  not 
only  reverse  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court,  as  the  occasion 
may  require,  if  against  the  defendant,  but  may  dispose  of  the 
case  by  a  final  and  absolute  judgment  in  his  favor,  non  obstante 
veredicto,^ 

Recklessly  attempting  to  pass  ov^r  the  railroad,  in  view  of  ^ 
and  before  two  closely  approaching  trains,  is  negligence,  and 
will  be  so  held  by  the  court.'  And  so  it  is  for  the  company  to 
cut  a  train  in  two,  and  run  a  portion  thereof  through  the  public 
streets  with  no  one  on  it  to  look  out,  and  no  flagman  at  the 
crossings.*  It  is  legal  negligence,  and  should  be  so  ruled  by  the 
court,  for  one  to  attempt  to  pass  across  or  under  a  moving 
train;*  and  bo  of  an  attempt  to  cross  the  platform  of  a  car  of  a 
standing  train;'  and  for  m  boy  to  be  sitting  on  a  trestle-work, 


'Pitteburgr  &  Connellsville  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  McClurgr,  56  Penn.  St.  294; 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Barnett,  59  Penn. 
St.  259,  263;  Maher  v,  Atlantic  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  267,  17  Ara. 
Ry.  Rep.  231;  State,  for  use,  etc.,  v. 
Phila.,  Wilm.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  47 
Md.  76,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  253;  Steffcn 
c.  Chicago  t  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  46  Wis. 
259,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  885;  Daniel  v. 
Metropolitan  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  5  H. 
L.  45^;  S.  C,  L.  R.  3  C.  P.  216,  591; 
Welfare  r.  London  &  B.  Ry.  Co.,  L. 
R.  4  Q.  B.  693;  Lewis  v,  London,  C. 
&  D.  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  9  Q.  B.  66;  Stul)- 
ley  V.  London  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co..  L. 
r'.  1  Exch.  13;  Dublin,  W.  &  W.  Ry. 
Co.  f>.  Slattery,  L.  R.  3  A  pp.  Cas. 
1155;  Slattery  v,  Dublin,  W.  &  W. 
Ry.  Co.,  Irifih  Rep.  8  C.  L.  501,  and 
10  Id.  256. 

*Harty  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N. 
Jersey,  42  N.  Y.  4(58,  473,  481,  482. 

'Langhoif,  admr.,  v.  Mil.  &  Prairie 
du  Chien  Ry.  Co.,  19  Wis.  489; 
Same  f>.  Same,  23  Wis.  43;  Gerety  v, 
Phila.,  Wilm.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co..  81 


Penn.  St.  274,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  164; 
Grows  V.  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra;  Brown  v.  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  22  Minn.  165,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  298. 

*  Butler,  admx.,  v.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul 
Ry.  Co.,  28  Wis.  487;  Brown  v,  N. 
Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  N.  Y.  597; 
French  v.  Taunton  Branch  R.  R.  Co., 
116  Mass.  537;  Ills.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  t?. 
Baches,  55  111.  379;  Chi.  &  N.  W. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Taylor,  69  III.  461.  See 
Jeffrey  v,  Keokuk  &  Des  Moines  R. 
R.  Co.,  51  la.  4:39. 

^  McMahon  p.  N.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.; 
39  Md.  438.  And  so  to  attempt  to 
j?et  on  a  train  while  in  motion:  Har- 
vey V.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  116  Mass. 
269,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  463. 

« Lewis  V.  Tlie  Bait.  &  0.  R.  R. 
Co.,  38  Md.  588;  McMahon  p.  North- 
em  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  39  Md.  438; 
Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Copeland,  61  Ala.  376;  Stillson  v. 
Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Mn. 
671. 
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Tinder  one  of  a  train  of  freight  cars,  whereby  he  is  ran  over  and 
killed.' 

Bat  tliere  may  be  cases  in  which  there  is  no  conflict  or  donbt 
as  to  the  facts,  bnt  yet  snch  a  necessity  of  drawing  inferences,  or 
conclusions  of  fact,  from  the  facts  proven,  as  nevertheless  render 
it  proper  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  determination  of  a  jury.' 
And  if  there  is  but  slight  evidence  of  negligence  to  charge 
the  defendant,  it  should  go  to  the  jury.'  But  where  the  material 
facts,  when  found,  admit  of  no  rational  inference  but  that  of 
negligence,  then  the  question  of  negligence  becomes  a  matter 
of  law  merely.* 

It  is  held  by  some  writers  that  it  is  not  negligence  to  place 
one's  self  in  a  condition  or  place  where  injury  may  come,  and 
yet  can  only  come  by  the  negligence  of  another;  that  is,  that 
one  may  suppose,  and  act  upon'that  supposition,  that  others  will 
conform  to  the  relative  duties  of  life,  and  must  do  so  at  their 
peril,  whilst  he  need  only  rely  for  his  own  safety  upon  such  con- 
formity and  care  of  others,  taking  no  care  himself  as  to  injury 
possible  to  result  to  him  from  the  want  in  others  of  such  care 
and  conformity;  and  the  following  authorities,  with  others,  are 
relied  on  in  support  of  these  principles.*     So  far  as  these  and 


>Osterta^  v.  Pacific  R.  B.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  421,  17  Am.  Ry,  Rep.  257. 

*McKee  r.  Bidwell,  74 Penn.  St. 218; 
Fernandes  v.  Sacramento  City  Ry.  Co., 
52  Cal.  45;  S.  C.  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  :i52, 
20  Id.  101;  Hackford  v.  N.Y.Cent  & 
H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  N.  Y.  654;  S.  C.  43 
How.  Pr.  222;  Belton  r  Baxter,  58  N. 
Y.  411;  S.  C.  54  N.  Y.  245;  Massoth  v. 
Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  64  N.  Y. 
524;  Phila.  &  Readinf?  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Killips,  88  Penn.  St.  405;  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Whitacre,  a5  Ohio  St. 
027;  Same  r.  Whittaker,  24  Td.  642; 
Carrington  v.  Ficklin,  32  Gratt.  G70; 
Hawker  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co  ,  15 
W.Va.  628;  Solen  i?.  Va.  &  Truckee  R. 
K.  Co.,  13  Nev.  145;  Kans.  Pac.  Ry. 
Co.  V,  Tworably,  3  Col.  125. 

'  Henry  v.  Southern  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  50  Cal.  176,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
168;  Cook  p.  Hannibal  &  St  Joseph 
R.  R.  Co.,  63  Mo.  1)97,  20  Am.  Ry. 


R«p.  177;  Craig  v,  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H. 
R.  R.  Co.,  118  Mass.  431. 

^  Cleveland,  Columbus  Sc  Cincinnati 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Crawford,  24  Ohio  St, 
6:^1,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  172;  Marietta  & 
Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Picksley,  Id.  654; 
Penn.  Ry.  Co.  v,  Rathgeb,  32  Id.  66; 
Sioux  C.ty  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stout,  17 
Wall.  657;  Lewis  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.,  as  Md.  58S;  Goldstein  r.  Chi., 
Milw.  &  St.  P.  By.  Co.,  46  Wis.  404. 

*  Newson  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  29  N.  Y.  383,  391;  Beisiegel  v. 
New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co..  84  N.  Y. 
622;  Ernst  v.  The  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  35  N.  Y.  9,  35;  Reeves  r.  The 
Delaware,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  30 
Penn.  St.  4^4;  Phila.  &  Trenton  R. 
R.  Co.  tJ.  Hagan,  47  Penn.  St.  244; 
Cleveland,  Columbus  k  Cincinnnti  R. 
R.  Co.  f .  Crawford,  24  Ohio  St.  631. 
7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  172. 
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Similar  decisions  may  bear  ont  the  principle  tlius  af5serted,  we 
are  constrained  to  regard  them  as  an  innovation  upon  tlie  true 
doctrine  of  the  law.  Bnt  some  of  them  at  least  are  not  in  point, 
and  therefore,  thongh  good  enough  authority  where  applicable, 
do  not  apply  to  this  question  in  purely  a  legal  point  of  view. 
The  case  of  Newson  v.  The  New  York  Cent.  R  R  Co.  tnrned 
upon  an  implied  contract  of  assurance  of  the  safety  of  the  injured 
party  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  company.  The  facts  of  tliat 
case  show  tliat  the  injured  party  was  unloading  gravel  from  one 
of  its  cars  into  his  wagon  at  a  place  on  the  company's  track 
where  he  was  directed  by  the  company  so  to  do,  and  at  that  par- 
ticular time,  and  was  there  run  into  by  an  engine  of  the  com- 
pany whilst  so  engaged.  The  court  held  that  it  was  impliedly 
to  be  understood  that  he  would  not  be  in  any  such  manner  en- 
dangered whilst  performing  that  duty,  and  that  he  had  a  right 
BO  to  presume,  and  to  rely  on  that  presumption  for  safety,  he 
being  placed  there  by  the  company  itself.  So  it  is  not  a  case  in 
point  with  the  question  in  hand.  The  one  rests  on  the  ordinary 
legal  duty,  the  other  rests  on  a  duty  implied,  as  growing  out  of 
a  special  contract  or  undertaking  between  the  parties;  so  that 
the  language  of  that  decision,  that  "the  law  will  never  hold  it 
imprudent  in  any  one  to  act  upon  the  presumption  that  another, 
in  his  conduct,  will  act  in  accordance  with  the  rights  and  duties 
of  both,"  is  to  be  taken  and  applied  in  a  limited  sense,  as  in  ref- 
erence to  that  particular  case,  and  not  as  applicable  generally  to 
questions  of  mere  relative  rights  and  duties  existing  in  law. 
To  have  been  thus  engaged  on  the  track  of  the  company  of 
his  own  mere  act  and  will,  would  undoubtedlv  have  amounted  to 
legal  negligence;  but  to  be  there,  and  so  engaged,  by  the  direction 
of  the  company,  would  not  amount  to  negligenceof  any  kind,  or 
at  all;  for  he  was  impliedly  under  its  protection  and  care  for  the 
time  being,  and  had  a  right  to  so  presume,  as  the  company  had 
full  control  over  its  engines  and  the  track. 

In  Reeves  v.  The  Del.,  L.  &  W.  R  R  Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  454, 
another  one  of  the  cases  relied  on  for  this  doctrine  of  immunitv, 
the  question  of  negligence  was  referred  to  the  jury  for  their 
decision  under  all  the  circumstances. 

To  our  mind,  this  doctrine  of  immunity  entirely  ignores  the 
principles  of  the  law  as  heretofore  administered  in  relation  to 
contributory  negligence,  except  in  cases  where  the  conduct  of 
67 
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tlio  injured  party  may  be  such  as  to  necessarily  result  in  hit 
Ji'j"i'y»  although  the  other  party  not  only  conform  to  the  law 
but  do  so  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  be  guilty  of  any  ne<yligcnce 
or  want  of  care  at  all.  It  even  goes  further  than  the  mild  doc- 
trine of  comparative  negligence;  it  assumes  immunity  for  one 
party,  and  makes  the  other  responsible  for  the  negligence  of  both, 
and  that,  too,  even  though  the  injured  party  be  the  more  negli- 
gent of  the  two.  It  does  not  even  measure  or  weigh  the  relative 
culpability  of  the  parties,  but  allows  the  plaintiff*  to  recover  on 
the  allegation,  if  true,  that  he  would  not  have  been  injured  if  de- 
fendant had  not  been  negligent,  notwithstanding  the  gross  neg- 
ligence of  himself.  True,  I  slept  upon  your  track,  but  would 
have  awoke  and  got  out  of  the  way  before  the  train  arrived,  if 
you  had  not  altered  your  time  card,  or  had  not  run  faster  than 
the  time  thereby,  or  by  law,  allowed;  or  I  walked  on  it,  or 
alongside  of  it,  near  enough  to  be  struck;  or  ventured  upon  a 
highly  elevated  bridge,  and  was  there  struck  by  your  train,  but 
would  not  have  been  but  for  your  accelerated  speed.  If  tho 
injured  party  may  rely  on,  and  act  on,  the  supposition  of  care 
and  legal  compliance  of  the  other  party  in  one  case,  he  may  do 
so  in  all  cases,  for  the  operation  of  legal  principles  must  be 
uniform,  and  thus  there  will  be  no  obstacle  to  his  recovery  for 
an  injury  in  any  case, 'except  where  he  wantonly  subjects  him- 
relf  thereto. 

In  Maginnis  v.  The  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Rail- 
road Company,  the  New  York  Court  of  Appeals  entirely  ignored 
this  doctrine,  in  eflfect,  and  held  that  going  upon  a  railroad  track 
with  knowledge  that  a  train  is  approaching  thereon,  but  under 
the  supposition  that  the  rate  of  speed  with  which  it  is  running 
will  not  be  increased,  and  that  therefore  crossing  can  be  effected 
with  safety,  is  negligence,  and  that  a  party  thus  venturing  can  not 
recover  if  injured  thereon,  although  the  company  itself  fee  guilty 
of  negligence  in  running  the  train  backward  in  the  night  time, 
without  any  light  or  signal,  or  other  warning,  and  although  it 
be  in. the  street  where  teams  are  accustomed  to  pass,  and  the 
speed  of  such  backing  train  be  suddenly  accelerated  after  the 
train  has  so  nearly  stopped  that  to  one  in  its  rear  its  motion  is 
scarcely  perceptible.* 

'  Maginnis,  admr.,  v.  New  York  N.  T.  215,  223.  The  question  as  to 
Cent.  &  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  52      whether  it  is  negligence  in  a  fl;igman 
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In  Indiana,  a  failure  to  give  siornals  at  railroad  crossings  of 
public  highways,  there  being  no  *statnte  requiring  the  same,  is 
not  negligence  per  se.  To  make  snch  omission  negligence, 
there  m  ist  be  some  difficulty  in  the  way  of  hearing  and  seeing 
an  approaching  train  at  a  crossing;*  for  it  is  the  duty  of  a  person 
crossing,  or  approaching  a  railroad  to  cross,  to  use  ordinary  care 
to  avoid  injury,  and  for  that  purpose  to  avail  himself  of  all  the 
ordinary  means  within  his  control,  among  which  are  the  senses 
of  seeing  and  hearing.  If  he  fail  to  do  so  he  must  take  the  con. 
sequences.'     And  this  rule  is  general. 

The  case  cited  here  from  42  New  York,  of  ITarty  v.  The  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company  of  New  Jersey,  was  for  a  personal  injury 
received  whilst  walking  upon  the  track  of  the  railroad  in  a  public 
street,  and  one  in  which  the  Court  of  Appeals  assume  (in  their 
opinion)  that  the  injured  party  was  lawfully  upon  the  track  at 
the  time  of  the  accident;  but  was  not  there  from  any  necessity. 
The  court,  Earl,  Chief  Justice,  say:  **  It  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  go  upon  the  north  track  to  avoid  collision  with  the  east- 
ward bound  train.  Ho  could  have  gone  between  the  tracks. 
Instead  of  doing  this,  he  needlessly  and  thoughtlessly  went 
upon  the  north  track  with  his  back  toward  the  coming  train. 
"When  he  was  upon  the  railroad  track,  he  knew  he  was  in  a  place 
of  danger,  and  that  he  might  be  killed;  and  hence  it  was  his 
duty  to  use  his  eyes  and  ears,  and  to  take  at  least  ordinary  pre- 
cautions to  save  his  life.  Not  hjiving  done  this,  1  believe  it  is 
now  w^ll  settled  that  no  dama^^es  can  be  recovered  on  account  of 
his  death."  "Judgment  affirmed,  and  judgment  absolute  for 
the  defendant"' 

Sleeping  upon  the  track  of  a  railroad  is  negligence  per  se,* 


in  the  employ  of  the  railroad  company 
to  be  upon  the  track  at  the  crossing,  is 
one  of  fact,  and  should  go  to  the  jury: 
Samraon  v.  New  York  &  Harlem  R.  R. 
Co.,  62  N.  Y.  251,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
150.  But  see  Steele  v.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  43  la.  109. 

*  Bel'efontaine  Ry.  Co.  v.  Hunter's 
admr.,  33  Tnd.  335.  Otherwise,  how- 
ever, when  required  by  statute: 
Fletcher  v.  Atlantic  &  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  64  Mo.  484, 17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  303. 


•  Bellefontame  Ry.  Co.  v.  Hunter's 
admr.,  33  Ind.  335;  Norlh  Penn.  R. 
R.  p.  Heileman,  49  Penn.  St.  60;  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Gretzner, 
46  111.  74;  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cin- 
cinnati &  Indianapolis  Ry.  Co.  ». 
Elliott,  28  Ohio  St  340,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  1-23. 

» 42  N.  Y.  473. 

^Richardson  r.  The  Wilmington  & 
Mnnchester  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Rich.  Law, 
120. 
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If  a  slave  be  gnilty  of  snch  negligence,  by  sleepinj^  on  a  rail- 
road track,  and  be  there  killed  by  a  train,  hia  negligence  in  that 
respect  is  attributable  to  his  master  in  a  suit  by  the  latter 
against  the  company  for  dam  ages  for  the  loss  of  the  slave;  and  snch 
negligence  being  contributory,  the  master  can  not  recover;  and 
so  if  the  result  as  to  the  killing  is  from  the  combined  negligence 
of  the  person  killed  and  the  company.' 

It  is  not  negligence  per  se  for  a  railroad  company  to  permit 
dry  grass  and  weeds  to  accumulate  upon  its  right  of  way.  The 
presence  of  such  there  does  not  create  a  legal  presumption  of 
negligence.  That  such  accumulations  may  be  facts,  when 
proven,  from  which  negligence  may  be  inferred,  is  true  under  cer- 
tain circumstances;  but  they  are  not  evidence  of  negligence  per 
Be}  The  true  rule  in  reference  to  the  relative  duties  of  railroad 
companies  and  landholders,  as  to  such  accumulations,  is  that  each 
is  bound  to  the  same  degree  of  care  and  diligence  to  avoid  in- 
jury. If  the  company  provide  the  best  known  means  of  pre- 
venting the  escape  of  fire,  and  the  landholder  suffers  such  ac- 
cumulations on  his  premises, and  is  injured  by  the  escape  of  fire, 
then  although  like  accumulations  on  the  right  of  way  are  per- 
mitted by  the  compaliy,  and  fire  escape,  whether  on  the  right  of 
way,  or  on  the  field  of  tjic  owner,  "  we  can  not  see  (say  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Illinois)  that  the  company  should  be  held  liable 
for  negligence."  *  In  this  case  the  court  disregard  -the  ruling  in 
Bass  V.  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R  R.  Co.,  28  111.  9,  in 
reference  to  the  duty  of  railroad  companies  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  weeds  and  grass  on  their  right  of  way  grounds. 


*  Richardson  v.  The  Wilmingrton  & 
Manchester  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Rich.  L.  120; 
Felder  p.  The  Louisville,  Cin.  k 
Charloston  R.  R.  Co.,  2  McMullan 
(South  Car.),  403;  Hemng  p.  The 
Wilminjrton  &  Raleigh  R.  R.  Co.,  10 
Ired.  402.  It  ia  thus  seen  that  the 
rule  of  contribulive  negligence  obtains 
in  South  Carolina;  and  we  may  here 
also  add,  that  so  does  the  common 
law  rule  of  non-liability  of  the  em- 
ployer for  injuries  to  an  employe  from 
the  negligence  of  a  co-emploje:  Mur- 
ray r.  South  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Mc- 
Mullan, 385. 

» 111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Mills.  42  111. 


407;  Ohio  k  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shane- 
felt,  47  111.  497,  500;  Ohio  k  Miss. 
Ry.  Co.  p.  Porter.  92  111.  437;  Toledo. 
Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co.  p.  Wand, 
48  Ind.  476;  Pitteburgh,  Cin.  k  St. 
Louis  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Nelson,  51  Ind. 
150;  Henry  p.  Southern  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.,  50  Cal.  176;  Periy  p.  Same,  Id, 
578;  Snyder  p.  P.,  C.  A  St.  L.  Ry. 
Co.,  11  W.  Va.  14;  Troxler  p.  Rich- 
mond k  Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  74  N.  Car. 
377;  Smith  p.  London  k  S.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  L.  R.  6  C.  P.  14;  S.  C,  5  Id,  98 
'  Ohio  k  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Shane- 
felt,  47  111.  497,  502;  111.  Cent.  R.  R, 
Co.  p.  Frazier,  47  111.  505. 
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It  is  negligence  per  se^  of  so  gross  a  character,  for  a  person, 
while  intoxicated,  to  place  liiniself,  about  dark,  or  in  the  dusk  of 
the  evening,  on  a  railroad  track  in  a  public  street,  where  trains 
are  passing  and  repassing,  and  there  remain  until  run  over  and 
killed  by  a  passing  train,  that  no  recovery  can  be  had  in  an  ac- 
tion therefor,  unless  the  railroad  company's  agents  or  servants 
willfully  run  over  the  deceased  and  cause  his  death,  or  are  guilty 
of  negligence  in  that  resf>ect  so  gross  as  in  law  to  amount  to  a 
willful  neglect  of  duty.'  And  so  it  is  negligence  per  se^  and  that, 
too,  of  so  gross  a  character,  for  a  person  to  make  a  foot  path  of  a 
railroad,  and  use  the  same  to  walk  along  on,  at  a  place  not  in  or 
across  a  public  highway,  or  a  place  open  to  the  public,  that  if 
injured  thereon,  unless  by  an  act  of  still  grosser  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  railroad  company,  he  can  not  recover.*  Such  is  the 
ruling  in  Illinois,  where  the  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence 
prevails;  and  applied  where  the  rule  of  contributive  negligence 
is  acted  on,  it  will  prevent  a  recovery  by  plaintiff  at  all.' 

It  is  negligence,  and  should  be  so  ruled  by  the  court,  without 
any  reference  to  the  jury,  for  a  person  to  attempt  to  cross  a  rail- 
road in  a  vehicle  without  stopping  to  look  and  to  listen  for  trains 
— if  there  be  no  conflict  in  the  evidence  as  to  the  fact  thereof. 
Nor  does  it  matter  that  there  are  obstacles  in  the  way  of  seeing 
along  the  road;  this  is  only  a  reason  for  greater  precaution;  and 
therefore  it  increases  the  obligation  of  the  traveler,  not  only  to 
use  other  necessary  means  of  caution,  but  to  make  still  greater 
efforts  to  see  and  hear,  if  any  trains  are  likely  to  approach,  so  as 


'  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hutchinson, 
admx.,  47  111.  408,  410,  413.  See 
also  Chicago  City  Ry.  Co.  v.  Lewis,  5 
Bradw.  (111.),  242;  Healy  r.  City  of 
New  York,  3  Hun,  708;  Davis  v.  Ore- 
gon &  Cal.  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Greg.  172; 
Cramer  v.  City  of  Burlington,  42  la. 
315;  Marquette,  Houghton  &  Ontona- 
gon R.  R.  Co.  9.  Handford,  89  Mich. 
587;  Southwestern  R.  R.  Co.  t?.  Hank- 
erson,  61  Ga.  114.  But  in  such  case, 
if  the  law  has  established  a  general 
presumption  of  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  company,  the  plaintiff  should 
not  be  non-suited  unless  the  evidence 
clearly    rebuts     such     presumption: 


Hankerson  v.  South  Western  R.  R. 
Co.,  59  Ga.  593,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  458. 

^  Illinois  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Baches, 
55  III.  379;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich. 
Southern  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hart,  87  Id. 
529,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  249;  Cogswell 
V.  Oregon  &  Cal.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Ore-. 
417;  O'Donnell  v.  Mo.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 
7  Mo.  App.  190;  Lang  v.  Holiday 
Creek  R.  R.  Co.,  42  la.  677;  Ricli- 
mond  &  D.  R.  R.  Co.  i\  Anderson,  31 
Gratt.  812. 

'Donaldson  v.  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  293,  20  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  15. 
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to  ascertain  wltli   certaintj  the  Btate  of  the  road  as  to  passing 
or  approaching  trains/ 

In  the  case  of  the  Pennsjlvania  Railroad  Company  v.  Beale, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Penus3'lvania  lay  down  the  law  of  this 
subject  in  the  following  terms:  "  Indeed,  the  duty  of  stop- 
ping is  more  manifest  when  an  approach  in:;  train  can  not  bo 
seen  or  heard  than  where  it  can.  If  the  view  of  a  track  is  unob- 
structed, and  no  train  is  near  or  heard  approaching,  it  might,  per- 
haps, be  asked,  why  stop?  In  such  a  case  there  is  no  danger  of 
collision — none  takes  place — and  the  sooner  the  traveler  is 
acroHS  the  track  the  better.  But  the  fact  of  collision  shows  the 
necessity  there  was  of  stopping;  and  therefore  in  every  case  of 
collision  the  rule  must  be  an  unbending  one.  If  the  traveler 
can  not  see  the  track  by  looking  out,  whether  from  fog  or  other 
cause,  he  should  get  out,  and  if  necessary  lead  his  hor&e  and  wag- 
on. A  prudent  and  careful  man  would  always  do  this  at  snch  a 
place.  In  the  Hanover  Kailroad  Company  v.  Coyle,  5  P.  F. 
Smith,  396,  the  plaintiff,  a  pedlar,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  was 
driving  inside  of  his  covered  wagon,  with  his  head  muffled  up 
in  a  thick  overcoat,  and  it  ap])eared  that  a  traveler  passing  in 
the  direction  he  was  going  could  not  see  np  and  down  the  track 
until  within  sixteen  feet  of  it.  Yet  these  circumstances  were  not 
allowed  to  form  any  excuse  for  his  negligence  in  omitting  to 
stop.  There  never  was  a  more  important  principle  settled  than 
that  the  fact  of  the  failure  to  stop  immediately  before  crossing  a 
railroad  track,  is  not  merely  evidence  of  negligence  for  the  jury, 
but  negligence  per  se,  and  a  question  for  the  court. ^'  *  Citing 
North  Penn.  It.  R.  Co.  v.  Heileman,  Bupra. 

So,  likewise,  when,  without  a  conflict  of  testimony  in  that  par- 
ticular, there  is  such  an  obvious  disregard  of  duty  and  safet}'  as 
amounts  to  misconduct,  the  court  may  declare  it  to  be  negligence 
an  matter  of  law.'  And  when  the  standard  of  duty  and  care  is 
fixed  and  defined  by  law,  and  is  the  same  under  all  circumstances, 

>  North   Pc-nn.   R.  R.  Co.  t).   Heile-  r.  The  Hestonville,  M.  A  F.  P.  Ry.  Co., 

rii-in,  49  P(>nn.  St.   (13  Wri^^hl),   60;  57  Ptnn.  St.    172;  Penn  Canal  Co.  r. 

IL.nover  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Coyle,  65  Penn.  Bentley,  66  Penn.  St.  :50;  WestChes- 

Ht.  :i96;    Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Beale,  73  ter  &  Philadelphia  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Mc- 

i'rfrm.  St.  504.  Elwee.   67   Penn.  St.  311,   315.  Fer- 

*  73  Penn.  .St.  509,  510.  nandes  f.  Sticnimento  City   Ry.   Co., 

» I'ittKbiirg  &  Connells7ille  R.  R.  Co.  52  Cal.  45,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  101. 
r.  McClurg,  56  Penn.  St.  294;  Gla.Hsey 
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The  casea  in  tlii3  court  that  establish  the  doctrine  of  compar- 
ative negligence,  hold  tliat  there  must  be  nec^ligence  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant,  and  no  want  of  ordinary  care  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff;  and  where  there  has  been  negligence  in  both  par- 
ties, still  the  plaintiff  may  recover,  where  his  nesrligence  is  slii^ht, 
atid  that  of  the  defendant  is  gross,  in  comparison  with  that  of 
the  plaintiff.  This  rule  has  been  extended  to  include  cases  where 
the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  has  contributed,  in  some  degree, 
to  the  injury  complained  of.  It  is  upon  the  principle  that,  al- 
though a  p^irty  may  have  himself  been,  guilty  of  negligence,  it 
does  not  authorize  another  to  recklessly  and  wantonly  destroy 
his  property,  or  commit  a  personal  injury.  C.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Gretzner,  46  111.  76,  and  cases  cited." 

4.  Legal  negligence. — When  there  is  no  conflict  of  evidence 
or  disputed  fact  for  a  jury  to  decide,  the  question  of  negligence 
then  becomes  a  matter  of  law  to  be  decided  by  the  court;  and 
this,  too,  although  it  involves  the  entire  right  of  action  in  the 
case;*  and  so  if  there  be  no  evidence  of  negligence,  nor  of  any 
facts  or  circumstances  from  which  it  may  be  fairly  inferred, 


*  Newkirk  v.  New  York  &  Harlem 
R.  R.  Co.,  38  N.  Y.  (11  Tiffany),  158; 
Hiirty  V.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J.,  42 
N.  Y.  46S.  473;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
0<fier,  11  Casey  (35  Penn.  St.),  71; 
North  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Heileman, 
49  Penn.  St.  60;  Catawissa  R.  R,  Co. 
V.  Armstiong,  2  P.  F.  Smith,  52 
Penn.  St.,  286;  Pittsburgh,  Fort 
Wayne  &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.  c.  Evan»,  53 
Penn.  St.  250;  Pittsburg  &  Connella- 
ville  R.  R.  Co.  V.  McClurp-,  56  Penn. 
St.  294;  Glassey  t).  The  Hestonville, 
Mantua  &  F.  P.  Ry.  Co..  57  Penn.  St. 
172;  Penn.  Canal  Co.  v,  Bentley,  66 
Penn.  St.  80;  Pittsburg,  AUegh.  & 
Jdanchester  R.  W.  Co.  r.  Pearson  and 
wife,  72  Penn.  St.  169;  McKee  p.  Bid- 
well.  74  Penn.  St.  21 S;  Grows  r.  Maine 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Me.  100,  16  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  326;  Maher  p.  Atlantic  & 
r.icific  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  267,  17  Am. 
l(v.  Rep.  231;  Fletcher  v.  Same,  lb. 
484.  17   Am.    Ry.  Rep.   303;    Union 


Pacific  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Rollins,  5  Kansas, 
177;  Tiane  and  others  v.  Old  Colony 
&  Fall  River  R.  R.  Co..  14  Gray.  14:^; 
Gavett  p.  Manchester  &  Lawrence  R. 
R.  Co.,  16  Gray  (Mass.).  501;  Lang- 
hoff,  admr.,  v.  Mil.  &  Prairie  du 
Chien  Ry.  Co.,  23  Wis.  43;  Same  p. 
Same,  19  Wis.  489;  Grand  Trunk  R. 
W.  Co.  V.  Nichol,  18  Mich.  (5  Jenni- 
son),  171;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  S.  R. 
R.  Co.  p.  Miller,  25  Mich.  (3  Post). 
274;  Kelly,  adrar..  v.  Hendrie,  26 
Mich.  (4  Post).  255;  Lewis  v.  The 
Bait.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  38  Md.  58S; 
McMahon  p.  N.  Cent.  Ry.  C!o.,  39  Md. 
438;  Flemming  p.  Western  Pacific  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  Cal.  253,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
265;  Femandes  r.  Sacmmento  City 
Ry.  Co.,  52  Cal.  45;  S.  C.  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  101,  9  Id.  352;  Directore,  etc.,  of 
Metropolitan  Ry.  Co.  v.  Jackson,  Law 
Rep.,  3  App.  Cos.,  193,  15  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  621. 
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then  the  court,  and  not  the  jury,  are  to  decide.*  And  when 
siicli  question  is  decided  in  a  court  of  last  resort,  on  such  a 
point  as  shows  there  was  no  cause  of  action  in  law,  and  as 
leaves  nothing  for  retrial  in  the  court  below,  the  court  may  not 
only  reverse  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court,  as  the  occasion 
may  require,  if  against  the  defendant,  but  may  dispose  of  the 
case  by  a  final  and  absolute  judgment  in  his  favor,  non  obstante 
veredicto} 

Recklessly  attempting  to  pass  over  the  railroad,  in  view  of  ^ 
and  before  two  closely  approaching  trains,  is  negligence,  and 
will  be  so  held  by  the  court.*  And  so  it  is  for  the  company  to 
cut  a  train  in  two,  and  run  a  portion  thereof  through  the  public 
streets  with  no  one  on  it  to  look  out,  and  no  flagman  at  the 
crossings.*  It  is  legal  negligence,  and  should  be  so  ruled  by  the 
court,  for  one  to  attempt  to  pass  across  or  under  a  moving 
train;*  and  so  of  an  attempt  to  cross  the  platform  of  a  car  of  a 
standing  train;'  and  for  9  boy  to  be  sitting  on  a  trestle-work. 


'Pittsburgr  &  Connellsville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  MdClurar,  66  Penn.  St.  294; 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Barnett,  59  Penn. 
St.  259.  263;  Maher  v.  Atlantic  k 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  267,  17  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  231;  State,  for  use,  etc.,  v. 
Phila.,  Wilro.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  47 
Md.  76,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  253;  Steffcn 
r.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co..  46  Wis. 
259,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  885;  Daniel  r. 
Metropolitan  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  5  H. 
L.  45;  S.  C,  L.  R.  3  C.  P.  216,  591; 
Welfare  v.  London  &  B.  Ry.  Co.,  L. 
R.  4  Q.  B.  693;  Lewis  r.  London,  C. 
&  D.  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  9  Q.  B.  66;  Stul>- 
ley  r.  London  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co..  L. 
R.  1  Exch.  13;  Dublin,  W.  &  W.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Slattery,  L.  R.  3  A  pp.  Cas. 
1155;  Slattery  v.  Dublin.  W.  &  W. 
Ry.  Co.,  Irish  Rep.  8  C.  L.  531,  and 
10  Id.  256. 

"Harty  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N. 
Jersey,  42  N.  Y.  468,  473,  481,  482. 

'LanghoiF,  admr.,  v.  Mil.  &  Prairie 
du  Chien  Ry.  Co.,  19  Wis.  489; 
Same  v.  Same,  23  Wis.  43;  Gerety  v. 
Phila.,  Wiloa.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co..  81 


Penn.  St.  274,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  164; 
Grows  r.  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra;  Brown  v.  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  22  Minn.  165,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  298. 

*ButlCr,  admx.,  r.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul 
Ry.  Co.,  28  Wis.  487;  Brown  v,  N. 
Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  N.  Y.  597; 
French  v.  Taunton  Branch  R.  R.  Co., 
116  Mass.  537;  Ills.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.f^. 
Baches,  55  111.  379;  Chi.  &  N.  W. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Taylor,  69  111.  461.  See 
Jeffrey  r.  Keokuk  &  Des  Moines  R. 
R.  Co.,  51  la.  4:39. 

*  McMahon  p.  N.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.; 
39  Md.  438.  And  so  to  attempt  to 
get  on  a  train  while  in  motion:  Har- 
vey V.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  116  Mass. 
269,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  463. 

•Lewis  V.  The  Bait.  &  0.  R.  R. 
Co.,  38  Md.  588;  McMahon  v.  North- 
em  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  39  Md.  438; 
Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Copeland,  61  Ala.  376;  Stillson  r. 
Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Mn. 
671. 
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under  one  of  a  train  of  freight  cars,  whereby  he  is  run  over  and 
killed.' 

But  there  may  be  cases  in  which  there  is  no  conflict  or  donht 
as  to  the  facts,  but  yet  such  a  necessity  of  drawing  inferences,  or 
conclusions  of  fact,  from  the  facts  proven,  as  nevertheless  render 
it  proper  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  determination  of  a  jury.' 
And  if  there  is  but  slight  evidence  of  negligence  to  charge 
the  defendant,  it  should  go  to  the  jury.'  But  where  the  material 
facts,  when  found,  admit  of  no  rational  inference  but  that  of 
negligence,  then  the  question  of  negligence  becomes  a  matter 
of  law  merely.* 

It  is  held  by  some  writers  that  it  is  not  negligence  to  place 
one's  self  in  a  condition  or  place  where  injury  may  come,  and 
yet  can  only  come  by  the  negligence  of  another;  that  is,  that 
one  may  suppose,  and  act  upon'that  supposition,  that  others  will 
conform  to  the  relative  duties  of  life,  and  must  do  so  at  their 
peril,  whilst  he  need  only  rely  for  his  own  safety  upon  such  con- 
formity and  care  of  others,  taking  no  care  himself  as  to  injury 
possible  to  result  to  him  from  the  want  in  others  of  such  care 
and  conformity;  and  the  following  authorities,  with  others,  are 
relied  on  in  support  of  these  principles.*     So  far  as  these  and 


"Ostcrtacr  f?.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  421,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  257. 

«McKee  v.  Bidweil, 74 Penn.  St.  218; 
Femandes  f.  Sacramento  City  Ry.  Co., 
52  Cal.  45;  S.  C.  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  a52. 
20  Id.  101;  Hackford  v.  N.  Y.Cent  & 
H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  N.  Y.  654;  S.  C.  43 
How.  Pr.  222;  Belton  r.  Baxter,  58  N. 
Y.  411;  S.  C.  54  N.  Y.  245;  Maseoth  v. 
Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  64  N.  Y. 
524:  Phila.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Killips,  88  Penn.  St.  405;  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  t).  Whitacre,  85  Ohio  St. 
627;  Same  v.  Whittoker,  24  fd.  642; 
Cairington  v.  Ficklin,  32  Gratt.  070; 
Hawker  r.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co  ,  15 
W.Va.  628;  Solen  v.  Va.  &  Truckee  R. 
R.  Co.,  13  Nev.  145;  Kans.  Pac.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Twombly,  3  Col.  125. 

'  Henry  v.  Southern  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  50  Cal.  176,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
168;  Cook  V.  Hannibal  &  St  Joseph 
R.  R.  Co.,  63  Mo.  u97,  20  Am.  Ry. 


Rep.  177;  Craig  v.  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H. 
R.  R.  Co.,  118  Mass.  431. 

*  Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Crawford,  24  Ohio  St. 
631,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  172;  Marietta  & 
Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Picksley,  Id.  654; 
Penn.  Ry.  Co.  v,  Rathgeb,  32  Id.  66; 
Sioux  C.ty  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stout,  17 
Wall.  657;  Lewis  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.,  3S  Md.  58:^;  Goldstein  r.  Chi., 
Milw.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  46  Wis.  404. 

*  Newaon  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  29  N.  Y.  383,  391;  Beisiegel  v. 
New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  N.  Y. 
622;  Ernst  v.  The  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  35  N.  Y.  9,  35;  Reeves  r.  The 
Delaware,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  30 
Penn.  St.  454;  Phila.  &  Trenton  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Hagan.  47  Penn.  St.  244; 
Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati  R. 
R.  Co.  «.  Crawford,  24  Ohio  St.  631, 
7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  172. 
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Similar  decisions  may  bear  ont  the  principle  tluis  asserted,  we 
are  constrained  to  regard  them  as  an  innovation  upon  tlie  true 
doctrine  of  the  law.  But  some  of  them  at  least  are  not  in  point, 
and  therefore,  though  good  enough  authority  where  applicable, 
do  not  apply  to  this  question  in  purely  a  legal  point  of  view. 
The  case  of  Newson  v.  The  New  York  Cent.  R  R  Co.  turned 
upon  an  implied  contract  of  assurance  of  the  safety  of  the  injured 
party  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  company.  The  facts  of  that 
case  show  tliat  the  injured  party  was  unloading  gravel  from  one 
of  its  cars  into  his  wagon  at  a  place  on  the  company's  track 
where  he  was  directed  by  the  company  so  to  do,  and  at  that  par- 
ticular time,  and  was  there  run  into  by  an  engine  of  the  com- 
pany whilst  so  engaged.  The  court  held  that  it  was  impliedly 
to  be  understood  that  he  would  not  be  in  any  such  manner  en- 
dangered  whilst  performing  tliat  duty,  and  that  he  had  a  right 
BO  to  presume,  and  to  rely  on  that  presumption  for  safety,  he 
being  placed  there  by  the  company  itself.  So  it  is  not  a  case  in 
point  with  the  question  in  hand.  The  one  rests  on  the  ordinary 
legal  duty,  the  other  rests  on  a  duty  implied,  as  growing  out  of 
a  special  contract  or  undertaking  between  the  parties;  so  that 
the  language  of  that  decision,  that  "the  law  will  never  hold  it 
imprudent  in  any  one  to  act  upon  the  presumption  that  another, 
in  his  conduct,  will  act  in  accordance  with  the  rights  and  dutiiM 
of  both,"  is  to  be  taken  and  applied  in  a  limited  sense,  as  in  ref- 
erence to  that  particular  case,  and  not  as  applicable  generally  to 
questions  of  mere  relative  rights  and  duties  existing  in  law. 
To  have  been  thus  engaged  on  the  track  of  the  company  of 
his  own  mere  act  and  will,  would  undoubtedly  have  amounted  to 
legal  negligence;  but  to  be  there,  and  so  engaged,  by  the  direction 
of  the  company,  would  not  amount  to  negligence  of  any  kind,  or 
at  all;  for  he  was  impliedly  under  its  protection  and  care  for  the 
time  being,  and  had  a  right  to  so  presume,  as  the  company  had 
full  control  over  its  engines  and  the  track. 

In  Reeves  u  The  Del.,  L.  &  W.  R  R  Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  454, 
another  one  of  the  cases  relied  on  for  this  doctrine  of  immunity, 
the  question  of  negligence  was  referred  to  the  jury  for  their 
decision  under  all  the  circumstances. 

To  our  mind,  this  doctrine  of  immunity  entirely  ignores  the 
principles  of  the  law  as  heretofore  administered  in  relation  to 
contributory  negligence,  except  in  cases  where  the  conduct  of 
67 


1058  THE   LAW   OF   BAILWATS. 

the  injured  party  may  be  such  as  to  necessarily  result  in  iiie 
iisjury,  although  the  other  party  not  only  conform  to  the  lii\r 
but  do  so  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  be  guilty  of  any  negligence 
or  want  of  care  at  all.  It  even  goes  further  than  the  mild  doc- 
trine of  comparative  negligence;  it  assumes  immunity  for  one 
party,  and  makes  the  other  responsible  for  the  negligence  of  both, 
and  that,  too,  even  though  the  injured  party  be  the  more  negli- 
gent of  the  two.  It  does  not  even  measure  or  weigh  the  relative 
culpability  of  the  parties,  but  allows  tlie  plaintiff  to  recover  on 
the  allegation,  if  true,  that  he  would  not  have  been  injured  if  de- 
fendant liad  not  been  negligent,  notwithstanding  the  gross  neg- 
ligence of  himself.  True,  I  slept  upon  your  track,  but  would 
have  awoke  and  got  out  of  the  way  before  the  train  arrived,  if 
you  had  not  altered  your  time  card,  or  had  not  run  faster  than 
the  time  thereby,  or  by  law,  allowed;  or  I  walked  on  it,  or 
alongside  of  it,  near  enough  to  l>e  struck;  or  ventured  upon  a 
highly  elevated  bridge,  and  was  there  struck  by  your  train,  bnt 
would  not  have  been  but  for  your  accelerated  speed.  If  the 
injured  party  may  rely  on,  and  act  on,  the  supposition  of  care 
and  legal  compliance  of  the  other  party  in  one  case,  he  may  do 
so  in  all  cases,  for  the  operation  of  legal  principles  must  be 
uniform,  and  thus  there  will  be  no  obstacle  to  his  recovery  for 
an  injury  in  any  case, 'except  where  he  wantonly  subjects  him- 
eelf  thereto. 

In  Maginnis  v.  The  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Rail- 
road Company,  the  New  York  Court  of  Appeals  entirely  ignored 
this  doctrine,  in  effect,  and  held  that  going  upon  a  railroad  track 
with  knowledge  that  a  train  is  approaching  thereon,  but  under 
the  supposition  that  the  rate  of  speed  with  which  it  is  running 
will  not  be  increased,  and  that  therefore  crossing  can  be  effected 
with  safety,  is  negligence,  and  that  a  party  thus  venturing  can  not 
recover  if  injured  thereon,  although  the  company  itself  be  guilty 
of  negligence  in  running  the  train  backward  in  the  night  time, 
without  any  light  or  signal,  or  other  warning,  and  although  it 
be  in, the  street  where  teams  are  accustomed  to  pass,  and  the 
speed  of  such  backing  train  be  suddenly  accelerated  after  the 
train  has  so  nearly  stopped  that  to  one  in  its  rear  its  motion  is 
scarcely  perceptible.* 

'  Maginnis,  admr.,  v.  New  York  N.  Y.  215,  223.  The  question  as  to 
Cent.  &  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  52      whether  it  is  negligence  in  a  flagman 
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In  Indiana,  a  failure  to  give  sis^nals  at  railroad  crossings  of 
pnblic  highways,  there  being  no  statute  requiring  the  same,  is 
not  negligence  per  se.  To  make  such  omission  negligence, 
there  mist  be  some  difficulty  in  the  way  of  hearing  and  seeing 
an  approaching  train  at  a  crossing;*  for  it  is  the  duty  of  a  person 
crossing,  or  approaching  a  railroad  to  cross,  to  use  ordinary  care 
to  avoid  injury,  and  for  that  purpose  to  avail  himself  of  all  the 
ordinary  means  within  his  control,  among  which  are  the  senses 
of  seeing  and  hearing.  If  he  fail  to  do  so  he  must  take  the  con- 
sequences."    And  this  rule  is  general. 

The  case  cited  here  from  42  New  York,  of  Harty  v.  The  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company  of  New  Jersey,  was  for  a  personal  injury 
received  whilst  walking  upon  the  track  of  the  railroad  in  a  public 
street,  and  one  in  which  the  Court  of  Appeals  assume  (in  their 
opinion)  that  the  injured  party  was  lawfully  upon  the  track  at 
the  time  of  the  accident;  but  was  not  there  from  any  necessity. 
The  court.  Earl,  Chief  Justice,  say:  "  It  was  not  necessary  for 
liim  to  go  upon  the  north  track  to  avoid  collision  with  the  east- 
ward bound  train.  He  could  have  gone  between  the  tracks. 
Instead  of  doing  this,  he  needlessly  and  thoughtlessly  went 
upon  the  north  track  with  his  back  toward  the  coming  train. 
"When  he  was  upon  the  railroad  track,  he  knew  he  was  in  a  place 
of  danger,  and  that  he  might  be  killed;  and  hence  it  was  his 
duty  to  use  his  eyes  and  ears,  and  to  take  at  least  ordinary  pre- 
cautions to  save  his  life.  Not  having  done  this,  I  believe  it  is 
now  w^ll  settled  that  no  dama;;e6  can  be  recovered  on  account  of 
his  death."  "Judgment  affirmed,  and  judgment  absolute  for 
the  defendant."' 

Sleeping  upon  the  track  of  a  railroad  is  negligence  per  se.* 


in  the  employ  of  the  railroad  company 
to  be  upon  the  track  at  the  crossing,  is 
one  of  fact,  and  should  go  to  the  jury: 
Sam m on  v.  New  York  &  Harlem  R.  R. 
Co.,  62  N.  Y.  251,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
150.  But  see  Steele  v.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  43  la.  109. 

*  Belief  on  taine  Ry.  Co.  v.  Hunter's 
admr.,  33  Tnd.  335.  Otherwise,  how- 
ever, when  required  by  statute: 
Fletcher  v.  Atlantic  &  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  64  Mo.  484, 17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  303. 


•  Bellefontnine  Ry.  Co.  v.  Hunter's 
admr.,  33  Ind.  335;  NorJh  Penn.  R. 
R.  V.  Heileman,  49  Penn.  St.  60;  Chi- 
capro  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Gretzner, 
46  III.  74;  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cin- 
cinnati &  Indianapolis  Ry.  Co.  ». 
Elliott,  28  Ohio  St.  340,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  123. 

» 42  N.  Y.  473. 

♦Richardson  v.  The  Wilmington  & 
Manchester  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Rich.  Law, 
120. 
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de^^rees  and  gange  tlieir  effects,  nor  will  the  law  bold  carriers  fo 
answer  for  all  the  lower  dei^rees,  nntil  they  amount  to  rashness 
and  reckleaaness.  This  would  add  to  the  highest  deorree  of  cai-e, 
imposed  by  law  upon  carriers,  an  additional  responsibility  for 
tlie  negligence  and  carelessness  of  passengers  short  of  gross 
negliprence.  But  such  is  not  the  law,  and  we  can  not  sanction  in- 
structions so  stating  it;  nor  shall  we  here  undertake  to  say  how 
slisjht  a  degree  will  destroy  the  right  of  reparation."  * 

And  again,  in  the  same  case:  "Carriers  of  passengers  are  not 
insurers  of  life,  limb,  or  against  loss,  damage  or  injury,  as  car- 
riers of  goods  are,  except  for  acts  of  Providence  or  the  public 
enemy;  but  they  are  required  to  use  the  highest  degree  of  care, 
diligence,  vigilance  and  skill  in  the  selection  of  materials,  con- 
struction of  their  vehicles,  and  other  means  of  transportation, 
and  for  their  conduct  and  management,  repairs  and  preserva- 
tion of  them,  with  a  view  to  the  comfort,  safety  and  transporta- 
tion of  passengers  and  their  baggage;  and  they  are  liable  for 
slight  neglect  or  carelessness  in  any  of  these  particulars,  qualified, 
however,  by  the  reciprocal  duty  of  the  passenger,  that  his  want 
of  ordinary  care  does  not  cause  or  contribute  to  produce  the  in- 
jury.'" This  ruling  was  modified  or  changed  in  the  case  of 
Galena  &  Chi.  Union  R  K.  Co.  v,  Jacobs,  20  III.  478,  wherein 
the  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence  was  declared  and  adopted, 
and  reiterated  in  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R  R  Co.  v.  Dewey,  26  111. 
255;  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R  Co.  v.  Hazzard,  26  111.  373;  which  estab- 
lish, as  shown  by  Judge  Breese  in  Chi.  &  Alton  R  R  Co.  v, 
Gretzner,  46  111.  74,  the  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence,  as 
above  stated;  and  which,  we  may  here  add,  has,  with  slight  va- 
riations more  verbal  than  otherwise,  been  adhered  to  ever  since." 

As  to  what  degree  of  care  the  plain  tiflf  must  show  himself  to  have 
taken,  that  may,  in  Illinois,  depend  upon  the  relative  rights  or  po- 
sition of  the  parties  in  reference  to  the  rights  exercised  or  position 
enjoyed  by  the  plaintiff  at  the  time  of  the  injury  complained  ot.* 
Where  each  is  equally  in  the  position  of  right,  held  indepen- 

^  Galena  &  ChicajfO  Union  R.  R.  Co.  13  111  585,  588:   Chicago,  Burlington 

r.  Fay.  16  111.  570.  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dewey,  adm'r. 

« 16  111.  471.  26  111.  255,  258;    St.  Louir,  Alton  & 

•Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Van  Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Todd,  36  111. 

Patten  and  others,  64  111.  510.  409;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Swee- 

*  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grimes,  ney,  52  III.  325. 
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dent  of  the  favor  of  the  other,  the  plaintiff  is  only  bound  to  show 
that  tlie  injury  resulted  from  the  negligence  of  the  defendant, 
and  that  he,  the  plaintiff,  used  ordinary  diligence  to  avoid  it — 
that  is,  he  used  reasonable  care.*  But  though  there  is  a  want  of 
snch  care  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  yet  he  may  recover,  by  the 
rnle  laid  down  in  Illinois,  if  such  want  of  care  or  other  con- 
duct of  plaintiff  does  not  contribute  to  produce  the  injury.? 

But  where  the  position  of  right  is  not  equal,  as  where  the 
plaintiff,  himself  pursuing  the  wrong  side  of  the  road,  meets 
with  an  injury  iVom  another  traveler,  in  order  to  recover,  he 
must  show  the  use  of  more  than  ordinary  care  and  dilis^ence  on 
his  part  to  avoid  it."  So,  in  Illinois,  if  the  plaintiff  come  to  an 
injury  while  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  privilege  or  favor,  as  where, 
by  permission,  he  is  passing  through  defendant's  enclosure,  and 
is  there  injured  by  the  negligence  of  the  defendant,  he  is  bound 
to  show,  to  enable  him  to  recover,  that  he  used  extraordinary 
care  to  avoid  the  injury,  else  he  can  not  recover.* 

If  both  use  ordinary  care  where  ordinary  care  is  all  that  is  de- 
manded, or  if  both  use  all  the  care  required  of  them,  respect- 
ively, in  their  respective  situations,  or  if  both  be  equally  to 
blame,  then  there  can  be  no  recovery;*  and  so,  also,  if  the  plaint- 
iff alone  is  in  fault.'  Such  is  the  rule  in  Illinois;  and  although 
the  defendant  be  guilty  of  some  negligence,  and  such  negligence 
contributes  to  bring  about  the  injury,  yet  if  the  plaintiff  hiiu- 


»Butterfie!d  v.  Forrester,  11  East, 
60;  Been  v.  Housatonic  R.  R.  Co..  19 
Conn.  566;  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quinoy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dewey,  adm'r,  26 
111.  25\  258;  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Hogarth,  38  111.  870. 

'Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grimes, 
13  111.  585,  538;  Chiciigo.  Burlington 
&  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dewey,  26  111. 
255,  258,  259. 

'  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co,  v.  Grimes, 
13  111.  585.  591. 

*  Aurora  Branch  R.  R,Co.  v.  Grimes, 
13  111.  585,  591;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Godfrey,  71  III.  500. 

*  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Grimes, 
13  111.  585.  591;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  George,  19  IIL  510;  Chicago, 


Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Dewey,  adm'r.  26  111.  255,  258;  Ohio 
&  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Shaneft^lt,  47  111. 
497,  499;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw 
R.  W.  Co.  V.  Riley,  47  111.  514;  III. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Station,  54  III.  UA; 
III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Baches,  55  111. 
379;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Mur- 
ray, 62  111.  326;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R. 
R.  Co.   r.  Van  Patten,  64  III.  510. 

*  Chicago  &  Alton  R  R.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Laughlin, 47  111.  265.  And  it  is  not 
the  duly  of  the  company  to  put  guards 
over  cars  standing  idle  on  the  track, 
to  prevent  children  intruding  on  and 
being  injured  by  the  same:  Fb.;  Chi- 
cago, Burlin prion  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co. 
9.  Stumps,  63  III.  409. 
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self  is  sliown  to  have  been  greatly  more  nef^ligent,  or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Borae  jurists,  guilty  of  gross  negligence,  and  snch  neg- 
ligence of  the  plaintiff  contributed  to  bring  about  the  injury, 
then  plaintiff  can  not  recover.* 

The  case  of  St.  Louis,  Alton  &Terre  Haute  Railroad  Com- 
pany V.  Todd,  above  cited,  was  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Illinois,  Walkee,  C.  J.,  because  of  the  refusal  of  the  court 
below  to  give  the  following  instruction:  "If  negligence  on  the 
])art  of  the  plaintiff  has  been  proved  in  this  suit,  then   the  rail- 
road company  is  only  liable  for  gross  negligence,  which  implies 
willful  injury."     The  court  then  say:     "  Some  of  the  adjudged 
cases  go  to  the  length  of  holding,  that  whenever  the  plaintiff  has, 
by  his  negligence,  contributed  to  the  injury  complained  of,  he 
has  no  right  to  a  recovery.     But  the  rule  of  this  court  is,  that 
negligence  is  relative,  and  that  a  plaintiff",  although  guilty  of  neg- 
ligence  which  may  have  contributed  to  the  injury,  may  hold  the 
defendant  liable,  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  higher  degree  of  neg- 
ligence, amounting  to  willful  injury.     The  fact  that  a  plaintiff  is 
guilty  of  slight  negligence,  does  not  absolve  the  defendant  from 
the  use  of  care  and  all  reasonable  efforts  to  avoid  the  injury. 
The  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  does  not  license  the  defendant  to 
wantonly  or  willfully  destroy  plaintiff's  property.     Each  party 
must  be  held  to  the  use  of  all  reasonable  efforts  to  avoid  the  in- 
jury, and  the  negligence  of  one  party  does  not  absolve  the  other 
from  diligence  and  caution."  * 

So,  on  the  other  hand,  although  the  plaintiff  be  guilty  of 
slight  negligence  which  may  have  contributed  to  the  bringing 
about  of  the  injury,  yet  if  the  defendant  be  guilty  of  gross  neg- 


'  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Dewey,  admV,  26  111.  255, 
238,  259;  St.  Louis,  Alton  &  Terre 
Haute  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Todd,  36  111.  409, 
414;  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Ha- 
worth  and  others,  39  111.  346;  Chicago 
&  Rock  Isld.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McKean,  40 
III.  218;  Quinn,  admV,  v.  111.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  51  III.  495;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R. 
W.  Co.  V.  Sweeney,  52  111.  325;  Chica- 
^'0,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co  V,  Lee,  60  111.  501 ; 
Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
0  ilbr.^ath,  G3  111.  436,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 


128;  Fosters.  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.,  84  111.  164,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  452. 
In  the  last  cited  case  the  plaintiff  was 
a  switchman,  who  received  an  injur}' 
while  coupling  cara  from  the  inside  of 
a  short  curve,  by  catching  his  foot  be- 
tween the  main  rail  and  a  guard,  of 
which  he  had  knowledge;  and  the 
court  refused,  inasmuch  as  he  could 
not  recover  under  the  facts,  to  reverse 
the  judgment  for  erroneous  instruc- 
tions. 

«36I1L  414,  415. 
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IJgenee  which  likewise  contribntes  to  the  canse  of  the  injury, 
then,  by  the  rule  of  negligence  as  estabrished  in  the  courts  of 
Illinois,  the  plaintiff  can  recover.*  And  though  plaintiff  or  his 
property  may  be  in  some  respect  out  of  place — as,  for  instance, 
if  his  stock  is  unauthorizedly  upon  the  track  of  a  railroad — yet 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  company  to  avoid  injury  of  it,  if  it  can  be 
done  by  ordinary  care,  and  without  injury  to  the  company  or 
the  public' 

In  the  case  of  The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
Company  v.  Van  Patten,  64  Illinois,  510,  decided  in  1872,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Illinois,  pages  516,  517,  Scott,  J.,  say: 

**The  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence  of  the  parties  has 
been  recognized  in  this  state  certainly  since  the  decision  of  the 
case  of  the  Galena  &  ChicaTO  Union  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Jacobs,  20  III. 
478.  The  rule  adopted  in  some  of  the  earlier  cases  in  this  court, 
that  the  party  injured  should  be  without  fault,  was  modified  by 
that  decision.  But  the  law  is  well  settled,  and  the  rule  has  not 
been  departed  from,  that  where  the  party  injured  is  alone  in 
fault,  and  the  injuries  the  result  of  his  own  negligence,  he  can 
not  recover:  Aurora  Branch  R.  R  Co.  v.  Grimes,  13  111.  585; 
Dyer  v.  Talcott,  16  111.  300;  G.  &  C.  U.  R  R  Co.  u  Fay,  16 
111.  558. 

If  both  parties  are  equally  in  fault,  or  nearly  so,  the  rule  is 
the  same. 


*  St.  Louis,  Alton  &  Terre  Haute  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Todd,  36  111.  409;  Chicago  & 
Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Hogarth,  38  III. 
370;  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Qiiincy 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Triplett,  38  111.  4S2:  Chi- 
cago, B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  9.  Cauifman, 
38  111.  424;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Shanefelt,  47  111.  497,  499;  Pittsburg, 
Fort  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  p.  Bum- 
stead,  48  III.  221;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.  r.  Barrie,  55  111.  226;  Chi.,  Bur- 
linj^ton  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dunn, 
61  111.  385;  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Stables,  62  III.  313;  Chi. 
&  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Murray,  62  111. 
326;  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Galbreath,  supra;  Chicago,  B. 
&  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Van  Patten,  64  111. 
510.    And  the  terms  considerable  and 


little  have  been  in  one  case  tolerated 
as  comparative  of  the  degrees  of  n(»g- 
ligence  of  the  parties,  and  is  appro- 
bated: 111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shultz, 
64  III.  172. 

Mil.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Baker,  47 
m.  295;  Pitteburg,  Fort  Wayne  & 
Chi.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Bumatead,  48  III.  221; 
Chi.,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Payne,  adm'r,  49  111.  499;  Chi., 
Bur.  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dunn,  -  2 
111.  451;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v, 
Harris,  54  III.  528;  Chi.,  Rock  Isld.  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Dignan.  56  111. 
487;  Chi.,  Bur.  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Gregoiy,  .^8  III.  272:  C,  B.  &  Q.  H 
R.  Co.  p.  Payne,  adm'r  of  Payne,  .9 
111.  534. 
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The  cases  in  this  court  that  establish  tlie  doctrine  of  compar- 
ative negligence,  hold  tliat  there  must  be  ne<^ligence  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant,  and  no  want  of  ordinary  care  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff;  and  where  there  has  been  negligence  in  both  par- 
ties, still  the  plaintiff  may  recover,  where  his  nei^ligence  is  sli^jht, 
and  that  of  the  defendant  is  gross,  in  comparison  with  that  of 
the  plaintiff.  This  rule  has  been  extended  to  include  cases  where 
the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  has  contributed,  in  some  degree, 
to  the  injury  complained  of.  It  is  upon  the  principle  that,  al- 
though a  party  may  have  himself  been,  guilty  of  negligence,  it 
does  not  authorize  another  to  recklessly  and  wantonly  destroy 
his  property,  or  commit  a  personal  injury.  0.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Gretzner,  46  111.  75,  and  cases  cited." 

4.  Legal  negligence. — When  there  is  no  conflict  of  evidence 
or  disputed  fact  for  a  jury  to  decide,  the  question  of  negligence 
then  becomes  a  matter  of  law  to  be  decided  by  the  court;  and 
this,  too,  although  it  involves  the  entire  right  of  action  in  the 
case;*  and  so  if  there  be  no  evidence  of  negligence,  nor  of  any 
facts  or  circumstances  from  which  it  may  be  fairly  inferred, 


*  Newkirk  v.  New  York  &  Harlem 
R.  R.  Co.,  38  N.  Y.  (11  Tiffany),  158; 
Harty  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J.,  42 
N.  Y.  46S,  473;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Offier,  11  Casey  (35  Penn.  St.),  71; 
North  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Heileman, 
40  Penn.  St.  60;  Catawisea  R.  R,  Co. 
p.  Armstiongr,  2  P.  P.  Smith,  52 
Ponn.  SL,  286;  Pittsburgh,  Fort 
Wayne  &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  EvanR,  53 
Penn.  St.  250;  Pittsburg  &  Connells- 
ville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McClurg,  56  Penn. 
St.  294;  Glassey  v.  The  Hestonville, 
Mantua  &  F.  P.  Ry.  Co..  57  Penn.  St. 
172;  Penn.  Canal  Co.  v.  Bentley,  66 
Penn.  St.  30;  Pittsburg,  Allegh.  & 
Manchester  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Pearson  and 
wife,  72  Penn.  St.  169;  McKee  v.  Bid- 
well,  74  Penn.  St.  21 S;  Grows  r.  Maine 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Me.  100,  16  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  326;  Maher  f.  Atlantic  & 
raciric  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  267,  17  Am. 
Hv.  Rep.  281;  Fletcher  v.  Same,  lb, 
484,  17  Am.    Ry.  Rep.   303;    Union 


Pacific  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Rollins,  5  Kansas, 
177;  liane  and  others  v.  Old  Colony 
&  Fall  River  R.  R.  Co.,  14  Gray,  14:^; 
Gavett  V.  Manchester  &  Lawrence  R. 
R.  Co.,  16  Gray  (Mass.),  501;  Lang- 
hoff,  admr.,  v.  Mil.  &  Prairie  du 
Chien  Ry.  CJo.,  23  Wis.  43;  Same  v. 
Same.  19  Wis.  489;  Grand  Trunk  R. 
W.  Co.  V.  Nichol,  18  Mich.  (5  Jenni- 
son),  171;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  S.  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Miller,  25  Mich.  (3  Post), 
274;  Kelly,  admr.,  v.  Hendrie,  26 
Mich.  (4  Post),  255;  Lewis  v.  The 
Bait.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co..  38  Md.  588; 
McMahon  v.  N.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  39  Md. 
438;  Flemming  v.  Western  Pacific  R. 
R.  Co..  49  Cal.  253,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
265;  Femandes  r.  Sacramento  City 
Ry.  Co.,  52  Cal.  45;  S.  C.  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  101.  9  Id,  352;  Directors,  etc.,  of 
Metropolitan  Ry.  Co.  v.  Jackson,  Law 
Rep.,  H  App.  Cos.,  193,  15  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  621. 
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then  the  court,  and  not  the  jury,  are  to  decide.*  And  Tvhen 
Biich  question  is  decided  in  a  court  of  last  resort,  on  such  a 
point  as  shows  there  was  no  cause  of  action  in  law,  and  as 
leaves  nothing  for  retrial  in  the  court  below,  the  court  may  not 
only  reverse  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court,  as  the  occasion 
may  require,  if  against  the  defendant,  but  may  dispose  of  the 
case  by  a  final  and  absolute  judgment  in  his  favor,  non  obstante 
veredicto} 

Recklessly  attempting  to  pass  ov^r  the  railroad,  in  view  of  ^ 
and  before  two  closely  approaching  trains,  is  negligence,  and 
will  be  so  held  by  the  court.*  And  so  it  is  for  the  company  to 
cut  a  train  in  two,  and  run  a  portion  thereof  through  the  public 
streets  with  no  one  on  it  to  look  out,  and  no  flagman  at  the 
crossings.*  It  is  legal  negligence,  and  should  be  so  ruled  by  the 
court,  for  one  to  attempt  to  pass  across  or  under  a  moving 
train;*  and  so  of  an  attempt  to  cross  the  platform  of  a  car  of  a 
standing  train  ;•  and  for  9  boy  to  be  sitting  on  a  trestle-work, 


'Pittflbnrgr  &  Connellsville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  McClurgr,  66  Penn.  St.  294; 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Barnett,  59  Penn. 
St.  259,  263;  Maher  v,  Atlantic  k 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  267,  17  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  231;  State,  for  use,  etc.,  v. 
Phila.,  Wilro.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  47 
Md.  76,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  253;  Steffcn 
V,  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  46  Wis. 
259,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  385;  Daniel  v. 
Metropolitan  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  5  H. 
L.  45;  S.  C,  L.  R.  3  C.  P.  216,  591; 
Welfare  v,  London  &  B.  Ry.  Co.,  L. 
R.  4  Q.  B.  693;  Lewis  v,  London,  C. 
&  D.  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  9  Q.  B.  66;  Stul)- 
ley  V.  London  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co..  L. 
R*  1  Exch.  13;  Dublin,  W.  &  W.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Slattery,  L.  R.  3  A  pp.  Cas. 
1155;  Slattery  v,  Dublin,  W.  &  W. 
Ry.  Co.,  Irifih  Rep.  8  C.  L.  531,  and 
10  Id,  256. 

»Harty  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N. 
Jersey,  42  N.  Y.  4(»,  473,  481,  482. 

•Langhoff,  admr.,  v.  Mil.  &  Prairie 
du  Chien  Ry.  Co.,  19  Wis.  489; 
Same  v.  Same,  23  Wis.  43;  Gerety  t>. 
Phila.,  Wilm.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co..  81 


Penn.  St.  274,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  164; 
Grows  V.  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra;  Brown  v.  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  22  Minn.  165,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  298. 

♦Butler,  admx.,  v.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul 
Ry.  Co.,  28Wis.  4S7;  Brown  v.  N. 
Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  N.  Y.  597; 
French  v.  Taunton  Branch  R.  R.  Co., 
116  Mass.  537;  Ills.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.v. 
Baches,  55  111.  379;  Chi.  &  N.  W. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Taylor,  69  111.  461.  See 
Jeffrey  v.  Keokuk  &  Des  Moines  R. 
R.  Co.,  51  la.  439. 

*  McMahon  p.  N.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.; 
39  Md.  438.  And  so  to  attempt  to 
get  on  a  train  while  in  motion:  Har- 
vey V.  Eastern  R.  R.Co.,  116  Mass. 
269,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  463. 

•Lewis  V.  Tlie  Bait.  &  0.  R.  R. 
Co.,  38  Md.  588;  McMahon  r.  North- 
em  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  39  Md.  438; 
Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Copeland,  61  Ala.  376;  Stillson  i>. 
Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Mn. 
671. 
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established  doctrine  of  this  court  is,  that  where  the  negligence 
of  the  plaintiff  is  slight  as  compai*ed  with  that  of  the  del'eudant, 
a  recovery  may  nevertheless  be  had." ' 

In  the  case  of  Spencer  v.  The  Milwaukee  &  Prairie  du  Chien 
Railroad  Conipnny,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin,  in  dispos- 
ing of  a  similar  cat^e  to  the  one  cited  from  51  Illinois,  use  the 
following  terms:  "Then  to  say  that  if  a  passenger's  arm  ex- 
tends the  slightest  degree  beyond  the  outside  surface,  he  is  want- 
ing in  proper  care  and  attention,  and  that  if  an  injury  happens, 
he  can  not  recover,  because  his  conduct  must  have  necessarily  con- 
tributed to  the  result,  a])pears  to  us  to  be  laying  down  a  very  ar- 
bitrary and  unreasonable  rule  of  law.  It  is  probably  the  habit 
of  every  person  while  riding  in  the  cars  to  rest  the  arm  upon 
the  base  of  the  window.  If  the  window  is  open,  it  is  liable  to 
extend  slightly  outside.     This  we  suppose  is  a  common  habit." ' 

In  Laing  v.  Colder  and  others  it  is  ruled,  in  Pennsylvania, 
that  permitting  the  hand  to  be  o.itside  the  car  window  is  negli- 
gence that  will  prevent  a  recovery;  but  in  that  case  warning  had 
been  given  by  the  conductof  to  the  passengers  against  putting 
out  their  hands.* 

In  a  similar  case  in  Pennsylvania,  the  supreme  court  of  that 
state  hold  that  to  have  passenger  cars  in  nse  without  any  means 
of  preventing  the  thrusting  of  the  limbs  of  passengers  out  of 
the  windows,  is  the  use  of  cars  that  are  not  "  roadworthy,''  and 
that  a  carrier  is  responsible  for  injuries  that  may  happen  from  that 
cause  alone;  that  in  using  such  cars  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
company  to  use  every  means,  in  dangerous  places,  to  guard 
against  injury  to  passengers,  by  audibly  proclaiming  in  such 
cars  the  necessity  of  keeping  arms  and  heads  inside;  and  that 
if,  heedless  of  such  warning,  a  passenger  is  injured  by  thus  ex- 
posing a  limb  or  limbs,  he  incurs  the  charge  of  willful  negli- 
gence, and  can  not  recover/ 

In  Illinois  it  is  well  settled  that  although  a  plaintiff  be  guilty 
of  negligence,  still  the  defendant  will  be  held  liable  if  his  neg- 
ligence is  greater  than  that  of  the  plaintiff;  that  negligence 
resulting  in   injury  is  comparative,  and  it  is  not  required  that 

» Chi.  &    Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Pon-  St.  479. 

d  om,  51  III.  :i%},  :m.  *The  New  Jersey  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ken- 

2 17  Wis.  4.«^7,  494.  nard,  9  Harris  (21  Penn.  St.),  203. 
•  Laing  v.  Coltler  and  others,  8  Penn, 
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the  plaintiff  shall  be  free  from  all  negligence,  or  that  he  shall 
exercise  the  highest  possible  degree  of  prudence  and  caution,  to 
entitle  him  to  a  recovery,  if  the  defendant  be  guilty  of  a  higher 
de'»:ree  of  negligence.* 

And  the  fact  of  negligence  in  a  person  croFising  a  railroad 
track,  will  not  authorize  his  being  wantonly  injured;'  but  if  he 
so  act  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  engineer  to  avoid  the 
injury  by  reasonable  diligence,  the  company  is  not  liable.' 

In  Georgia,  as  before  stated,  the  rule  of  comparative  negli- 
gence prevails.  It*  the  negligence  is  concurrent  and  equal  be- 
tween the  company  and  party  injured,  the  plaintiff  can  not  re- 
cover; and  so  if  the  injury  is  by  the  consent  of  the  party  injured; 
so,  also,  if  the  negligence  of  the  injured  party  is  gross,  and  tlmt 
of  the  company  but  slight  in  comparison,  or  the  injured  party 
by  ordinary  care  might  have  avoided  the  injury.  If  both  parties 
are  in  fault,  and  that  of  plaintiff  be  not  such  as  to  preclude  a 
recovery,  then  the  damages  are  estimated  according  to  the  culpa- 
bility of  the  respective  parties,  and  diminished  in  proportion  to 
the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff.     These  seem   to  be  the  ruling 


*  Chicago  &  Rock  Jpland  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Still.  19  111.  4:j9;  Galena  &  Chi. 
Union  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Jacobs,  20  111. 
478;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Dewey,  26  111.  255;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hazzard,  26  111.  373;  Chi- 
cago, B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Payne, 
admr.,  49  111.  499;  Indianapolis  &  St. 
Louis  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Galbreath,  63  III. 
4i6,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  128;  Indianapo- 
lis, Bloomington  &  Western  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Flanigan,  77  111.  365;  Toledo, 
Waba«h  &  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  O'Con- 
nor, Id,  391;  St.  Louis,  Vandalia  & 
Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Dunn,  78  111. 
197;  Sterling  Bridge  Co.  f».  Pearl,  80 
III.  251 ;  Rockford,  Rock  Island  &  St. 
Louis  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Delaney,  82  111. 
198;  Schmidt  v,  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co., 
83  III.  405;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Hetherington,  83  III.  510;  Same  v. 
Hammer,  85  111.  526;  Joliet  v.  Seward, 
86  HI.  402;  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Lee,  87  111.  454, 


18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  378;  Chicago.  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hiir- 
wood,  90  III.  425;  Wabash  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Henks,  91  III.  406;  East  St.  Louis 
P.  &  P.  Co.  V.  Hightower,  92  III.  139; 
Ohio  &  Miss.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Porter,  92  111. 
437;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v  Pattei-son, 
93  III.  290;  Stratton  v.  Central  City 
Horse  Ry.  Co.,  95  III.  25;  S.  C.  1  Am. 
&  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  115;  Lake  Shore  & 
Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.  i?.  Sunder- 
land, 2  Bradw.  (III.),  307;  Same  r. 
Berlink,  Id.  427;  Chicago  &  Alton  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Langley,  Id.  505;  Chicago 
City  Ry.  Co.  v.  Lewis,  5  Bradw.  242; 
Winchester  v.  Case,  Id.  486;  Wabash 
Ry.  Co.  r.  Jones,  Id.  607.  See,  as  to 
instructions  on  comparative  and  con- 
tributive  negligence,  Stratton  v.  C.  C. 
H.  Ry.  Co.,  supra. 

^C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Payne, 
admV,  49  111.  49S,  503. 

8C.,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Payne, 
adm'r,  49  HI.  499.  504. 
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principles  in  Georgia,  as  laid  down  in  the  following  decisions." 
The  statute  of  that  state  of  1847,  making  railroad  corporations 
liable  for  injuries  committed  in  running  trains,  is  held  to  be  but 
in  affirmance  of  the  common  law,  and  therefore  liability  arises 
only  from  negligence.* 

Where  the  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence  prevails,  run- 
ning: its  cars  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour  bv  a  railroad  com- 
pany,  in  a  crowded  crossing  of  a  city,  is  being  guilty  of  such 
extreme  negligence  as  renders  it  liable  for  injury  occasioned  by 
running  against  one  who  is  standing  on  the  crossing  watching 
an  opportunity  to  pass,  although  the  injured  person  is  himselt* 
guilty  of  negligence  which  is  slight  in  comparison  with  that  of 
the  railroad  company.* 

Railroad  companies  are  held  to  a  very  liigh  degree  of  care  in 
operating  their  roads  through  the  public  streets  of  cities.  They 
may  not  omit  any  reasonable  duty  that  may  conduce  to  the  safety 
of  the  public,  for  the  public  have  an  equal  right  to  a  free  use  of 
such  thoroughfares.*  But  such  companies  are  not  liable  for 
injuries  by  inevitable  accident;  for  if  there  is  no  negligence  or 
willful  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  company,  then,  no  matter 
how  serious  the  injury,  or  how  incapable  of  care  the  injured 
person  is,  there  is  no  liability.'  Thus  where  a  boy  seven  years 
old  was  injured  whilst  climbing  the  ladder  of  a  moving  freight 
car,  when  the  same  was  running  no  faster  than  at  a  legal  rate, 
and  those  in  charge  of  the  train  were  all  in  their  pro{>er  places, 
observing  due  care,  and  no  negligence  whatever  was  attributable 
to  the  company,  as  conducing  to  the  injury,  it  was  held  that  the 
company  were  in  no  degree  liable  tor  the  injury.* 


'  Macon  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Da- 
vis, adm'r.  13  Geo.  68 ;  Same  v.  same, 
IS  Geo.  679;  Central  R.  R.  k  B.  Co. 
V,  Davis,  19  Geo.  4:^7;  Macon  *  West- 
em  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Winn,  19  Geo.  440; 
Auf^usta  &  Savannah  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
McElmuiTy,  24  Geo.  75;  Macon  & 
Western  R.  R.  Co.  r .  Davis,  27  Geo. 
11*3;  Sims  V.  Macon  &  Western  R.  R. 
Co.,  28  Geo.  98;  Yongre  r.  Kinney,  28 
Geo.  Ill;  Macon  &  Western  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Johnson,  88  Geo.  409;  Atlanta 
k  Richmond  Air  Line  Ry.  Co,  t», 
Aycra,  53  GlO.  12. 


*  Macon  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  ir.  Da- 
vis, adm*r,  13  Geo.  68;  Same  v.  same, 
18  Geo.  679. 

•  Pittsburgh,  Cin.  &  St.  Louis  Ry. 
Co.  V,  Knntson,  69  III.  103;  Lake  Shore 
&  Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.  ».  Berliok, 
2  rradw.  (III.),  427. 

*Chi.,  Bur.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Stumps,  69  III.  409. 

^Chi.,  Bur.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Stumps,  69  111.  409. 

•Chi.,  Bur.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Stumps,  supra. 
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Bnt  althongli  railroad  trains  and  travelers,  as  hereinbefore 
stated,  have  equal  rights  to  public  crossings  and  streets,  jet,  as 
an  ordinary  vehicle  is  more  easily  controlled  than  is  a  train  of 
cars  and  locomotive,  it  behooves  those  traveling  in  ordinary  ve- 
hicles to  check  up  and  wait  for  approaching  trains  to  pass;  and 
60  of  foot  passengers;  and  all  parties  are  bound  to  reasotiable  care 
to  avoid  collision.'  Tlie  rule  is,  where  comparative  negligence 
prevails,  that  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  which  contribntes  to  the 
injury  will  not  prevent  a  recovery  when  it  is  slight  as  cotnpared 
with  the  negligence  of  the  defendants;  or,  in  other  words,  to 
enflble  plaintiff  to  recover  where  there  is  negligence  on  both  sides, 
then  when  the  negligence  is  compared  it  must  appear  that  the 
negligence  of  the  defendant  is  gross,  and  that  of  the  plaintiff  is 
but  slight.'  But  if  the  parties  arc  equally  guilty  of  negligence, 
no  action  will  lie;  so  if  the  plaintiff  was  negligent  and  defend- 
ant not,  or  plaintiff  is  grossly  negligent — in  these  cases  no  action 
lies,  unless  there  is  willful  misconduct  of  defendant.' 

The  original  rule  of  law  in  the  courts  of  Illinois,  in  regard  to 
injuries  produced  by  negligence,  was  that  of  contributive  negli- 
gence; that  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to  recover  for  loss  or  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  another,  he  must  not  only 
prove  the  negligence  of  the  defendant,  but  must  also  show  that 
his  own  neorlio^ence  or  misconduct  did  not  concur  with  that  of 
defendant  in  producing  the  injury.* 

In  Galena  &  Chicago  Union  Railroad  Company  v.  Fay,  16 
Illinois,  558,  the  SupVeme  Court  of  Illinois,  Scates,  0.  J.,  p.  570, 
lays  down  the  rule  of  contributive  negligence,  as  then  (1855)  the 
rule  of  decision  in  that  state,  in  the  following  terms:  "It  is 
enough  in  law  to  constitute  a  defense,  that  the  negligence  and 
carelessness  caused  or  contributed  to  the  injury  complained  of. 
Where  these  are  shown,  courts  and  juries  can  not  adjust  their 


>  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Benton,  69 
111.  174. 

'Toledo,  Wabaah  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  P.  Spencer,  66  111.  528;  HI.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Maffit,  67  III.  431;  Rock- 
ford,  Rock  Tsld.  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Coultas,  67  III.  398;  Chi.,  Bur.  & 
Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Lee,  admr.,  68  111. 
ri76;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Benton.  69 
111.  174,  179;  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis 


R.  R.  Co.  V.  Evans,  88  III.  63,  21  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  284. 

•C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Lee, 
admr.,  68  III.  576;  Ind.  &  St.  L.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Evans,  supra, 

*  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Grimes, 
13  111.  585;  Dyer  ».  Talcott,  10  111. 
300;  Galena  &  Chi.  Union  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Fay.  16  111.  5r>8;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Buckner,  2S  III.  299. 
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de^rrees  and  gange  their  effects,  nor  will  the  law  hold  c«irrior9  fo 
answer  for  all  the  lower  degrees,  until  they  amonnt  to  rashness 
and  recklessness.  This  would  add  to  the  highest  degree  of  care, 
imposed  by  law  upon  carriers,  an  additional  responsibility  for 
the  negligence  and  carelessness  of  passengers  short  of  gross 
negligence.  But  such  is  not  the  law,  and  we  can  not  sanction  in- 
structions so  stating  it;  nor  shall  we  here  undertake  to  say  how 
slight  a  degree  will  destroy  the  right  of  reparation."  ' 

And  again,  in  the  same  case:  "Carriers  of  passengers  are  not 
insurers  of  life,  limb,  or  against  loss,  damage  or  injury,  as  car- 
riers of  goods  are,  except  for  acts  of  Providence  or  the  public 
enemy;  but  they  are  required  to  use  the  highest  degree  of  care, 
diligence,  vigilance  and  skill  in  the  selection  of  materials,  con- 
struction of  their  vehicles,  and  other  means  of  transportation, 
and  for  their  conduct  and  management,  repairs  and  preserva- 
tion of  them,  with  a  view  to  the  comfort,  safety  and  transporta- 
tion of  passengers  and  their  baggage;  and  they  are  liable  for 
slight  neglect  or  carelessness  in  any  of  these  particulars,  qualified, 
however,  by  the  reciprocal  duty  of  the  passenger,  that  his  want 
of  ordinary  care  does  not  cause  or  contribute  to  produce  the  in- 
jury."' Tin's  ruling  was  modified  or  changed  in  the  case  of 
Galena  &  Chi.  Union  K  R  Co.  v,  Jacobs,  20  111.  478,  wherein 
the  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence  was  declared  and  adopted, 
and  reiterated  in  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Dewey,  26  111. 
255;  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R  Co.  v.  Hazzard,  26  111.  373;  which  estab- 
lish, as  shown  by  Judge  Breese  in  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Gretzner,  46  111.  74,  the  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence,  as 
above  stated;  and  which,  we  may  here  add,  has,  with  slight  va- 
riations more  verbal  than  otherwise,  been  adhered  to  ever  since.' 

As  to  what  degree  of  care  the  plaintiff  must  show  himself  to  have 
taken,  that  may,  in  Illinois,  depend  upon  the  relative  rights  or  po- 
sition of  the  parties  in  reference  to  the  rights  exercised  or  position 
enjoyed  by  the  plaintiff  at  the  time  of  the  injury  complained  ot.* 
Where  each  is  equally  in  the  position  of  right,  held  indepeu- 

1  Galena  k  ChicajfO  Union  R.  R.  Co.  13  Til  5S5,  588:   Chicajro,  Burlington 

V.  Fay,  16  111.  570.  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Dewey,  adm'r. 

M6  III.  471.  26  111.  255,  258;    St.  Louis,  Alton  & 

•Chicajro,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Van  Terrc  Haute  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Todd,  36  111. 

Pattftn  and  others,  64  111.  510.  409;  Chi.   &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  p.  Swee- 

*  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grimes,  ney,  52  111.  325. 
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dent  of  the  favor  of  the  other,  the  plaintiff  is  only  bound  to  show 
tbat  tlie  injury  resulted  from  the  negligence  of  the  defendant, 
and  that  he,  the  plaintiff,  used  ordinary  diligenoe  to  avoid  it — 
that  is,  he  used  reasonable  care.^  Bnt  though  there  is  a  want  of 
such  care  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  yet  he  in«ay  recover,  by  the 
rule  laid  down  in  Illinois,  if  such  want  of  care  or  other  con- 
duct of  plaintiff  does  not  contribute  to  produce  the  injury.? 

But  where  the  position  of  right  is  not  equal,  as  where  the 
plaintiff,  himself  pursuing  the  wrong  side  of  the  road,  meets 
with  an  injury  irom  another  traveler,  in  order  to  recover,  he 
must  show  the  use  of  more  than  ordinary  care  and  dilis^ence  on 
his  part  to  avoid  it.'  So,  in  Illinois,  if  the  plaintiff  come  to  an 
injury  while  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  privilege  or  favor,  as  where, 
by  permission,  he  is  passing  through  defendant's  enclosure,  and 
is  there  injured  by  the  negligence  of  the  defendant,  he  is  bound 
to  show,  to  enable  him  to  recover,  that  he  used  extraordinary 
care  to  avoid  the  injury,  else  he  can  not  recover,* 

If  both  use  ordinary  care  where  ordinary  care  is  all  that  is  de- 
manded, or  if  both  use  all  the  care  required  of  them,  respect- 
ively, in  their  respective  situations,  or  if  both  be  equally  to 
blame,  then  there  can  be  no  recovery;*  and  so,  also,  if  the  plaint- 
iff alone  is  in  fault*  Such  is  the  rule  in  Illinois;  and  although 
the  defendant  be  guilty  of  some  negligence,  and  such  negligence 
contributes  to  bring  about  the  injury,  yet  if  the  plaintiff  him- 


^Biitterfie'd  v.  Forrester,  11  East, 
60;  Beers  v.  Hoasatonic  R.  R.  Co..  19 
Conn.  566;  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Qaincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dewey,  admV,  26 
Til.  2o\  258;  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Hogarth,  88  111.  870. 

■Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  o.  Grimes, 
13  III.  585,  538;  Chiwigo,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dewey,  26  111. 
2o5,  238,  259. 

•  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grimes, 
13  III.  585,  591. 

*  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.Co.  v.  Grimes, 
13  111.  585,  591;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Godfrey,  71  III.  500. 

'  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grimes, 
13  111.  585,  591;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R. 
R.Co.  V,  George,  19  111,510;  Chicago, 


Burlington  &  Qaincy  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Dewey,  adm'r,  26  111.  255.  258;  Ohio 
&  Misa.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Shaneft?lt,  47  III. 
497,  499;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw 
R.  W.  Co.  V.  Riley,  47  lU.  514;  III. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Slatton,  54  III.  VX*,; 
III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  ».  Baches,  55  111. 
379;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mur- 
ray, 62  111.  326;  Chicago.  B.  &  Q.  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Van  Patten,  64  111.  510. 

•  Chicago  &  Alton  R  R.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Laughlin, 47  III.  265.  And  it  is  not 
the  duty  of  the  company  to  put  guards* 
over  cars  standing  idle  on  the  track, 
to  prevent  children  intruding  on  and 
being  injured  by  the  same:  Ih.;  Chi- 
cago, Burlinorton  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co. 
9.  Stumps,  63  HI.  409. 
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self  is  shown  to  have  been  greatly  more  ne^jligent,  or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  some  jurists,  guilty  of  gross  negligence,  and  snch  neg- 
ligence of  the  plaintifl'  contributed  to  bring  about  the  injury, 
then  plaintitf  can  not  recover.' 

The  case  of  St.  Louis,  Alton  &  Terre  Haute  Railroad  Com- 
pany V.  Todd,  above  cited,  was  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Illinois,  Walker,  C.  J.,  because  of  tlie  refusal  of  the  court 
below  to  give  the  following  instruction:  "If  negligence  on  the 
])art  of  the  plaintiff  lias  been  proved  in  this  suit,  then  the  rail- 
road company  is  onl}'  liable  for  gross  negligence,  which  implies 
willful  injury."  The  court  then  say:  "  Some  of  the  adjudged 
cases  go  to  the  length  of  holding,  that  whenever  the  plaintiff  has, 
by  his  negligence,  contributed  to  the  injury  complained  of,  he 
has  no  right  to  a  recovery.  But  the  rule  of  this  court  is,  that 
negligence  is  relative,  and  that  a  plaintiff,  although  guilty  of  neg- 
ligence which  may  have  contributed  to  the  injury,  may  hold  the 
defendant  liable,  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  higher  degree  of  neg- 
ligence, amounting  to  willful  injury.  The  fact  that  a  plaintitf  is 
guilty  of  slight  negligence,  does  not  absolve  the  defendant  from 
tlie  use  of  care  and  all  reasonable  efforts  to  avoid  the  injury. 
The  negligence  of  the  plaintitf  does  not  license  the  defendant  to 
wantonly  or  willfully  destroy  plaintiff's  property.  Each  party 
must  be  held  to  the  use  of  all  reasonable  efforts  to  avoid  the  in- 
jury, and  the  negligence  of  one  party  does  not  absolve  the  other 
from  diligence  and  caution."  ' 

So,  oh  the  other  hand,  although  the  plaintiff  be  guilty  of 
slight  negligence  which  may  have  contributed  to  the  bringing 
about  of  the  injury,  yet  if  the  defendant  be  guilty  of  gross  neg- 


'  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Dewey,  admV,  26  111.  255, 
258,  259;  St.  Loni8,  Alton  &  Terre 
Haute  R.  R.  Co.  ».  Todd,  36  111.  409. 
414:  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Har 
worth  and  others,  39  111.  346;  Chicago 
&  Rock  Isld.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McKean,  40 
III.  218;  Quinn,  admV,  r.  111.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  51  III.  495;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R. 
W.  Co.  V.  Sweeney,  52  111.  325;  Chica- 
P),  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co  V.  Lee,  60  III.  501 ; 
Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
0  ilbrv.»ath,  63  III.  4J6,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 


128;  Foster  p.  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.,  .^4  111.  164,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  452. 
In  the  last  cited  case  the  plaintiff  was 
a  switchman,  who  received  an  injury 
while  coupling  cars  from  the  inside  of 
a  short  curve,  by  catching  his  foot  be- 
tween the  main  rail  anci  a  guard,  of 
which  he  had  knowledge;  and  the 
court  refused,  inasmuch  as  he  could 
not  recover  under  the  facts,  to  reverse 
the  judgment  for  erroneous  instruc- 
tions. 

«36IU.  414,  415. 
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Hgence  which  likewise  contributes  to  the  cause  of  the  injury, 
then,  by  the  rule  of  negligence  as  established  in  the  courts  of 
Illinois,  the  plaintiff  can  recover.'  And  though  plaintiff  or  his 
property  may  be  in  some  respect  out  of  place — as,  for  instance, 
if  his  stock  is  unauthorizedly  upon  the  track  of  a  railroad — yet 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  company  to  avoid  injury  of  it,  if  it  can  bo 
done  by  ordinary  care,  and  without  injury  to  the  company  or 
the  public' 

In  the  case  of  The  Cliicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
Company  v.  Van  Patten,  64  Illinois,  510,  decided  in  1872,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Illinois,  pages  516,  517,  Scott,  J.,  say: 

''The  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence  of  the  parties  has 
been  recognized  in  this  state  certainly  since  the  decision  of  the 
case  of  the  Galena  &  Chicaijo  Union  R.  R  Co.  v,  Jacobs,  20  111. 
478.  The  rule  adopted  in  some  of  the  earlier  cases  in  this  court, 
that  the  party  injured  should  be  without  fault,  was  modified  by 
that  decision.  But  the  law  is  well  settled,  and  the  rule  has  not 
been  departed  from,  that  where  the  party  injured  is  alone  in 
fault,  and  the  injuries  the  result  of  his  own  negligence,  he  can 
not  recover:  Aurora  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grimes,  13  111.  585; 
Dyer  v.  Talcott,  16  III.  300;  G.  &  C.  U.  R  R.  Co.  v.  Fay,  16 
111.  558. 

If  both  parties  are  equally  in  fault,  or  nearly  so,  the  rule  is 
the  same.  ^ 


*  St.  Louis,  Alton  &  Terre  Haute  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Todd,  86  111.  409;  Chicagro  & 
Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Hogarth,  88  III. 
370;  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Triplett,  38  III.  4S2:  Chi- 
cago, B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Cauifman, 
38  lU.  424;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R,  R.  Co.  v, 
Shanefelt.  47  111.  497,  499;  Pittsburg, 
Fort  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Bum- 
«tead,  48  111.  221;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Barrie,  55  111.  226;  Chi.,  Bur- 
lin{d:on  k  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Dunn, 
6]  111.  385;  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Stables,  62  III.  813;  Chi. 
&  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Murray,  62  III. 
826;  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Galbreath,  supra;  Chicago,  B. 
&  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Van  Patten,  64  111. 
510.    And  the  terms  considerable  and 


JiitJe  have  been  in  one  case  tolerated 
as  comparative  of  the  degrees  of  neg- 
ligence of  the  parties,  and  is  appro- 
bated: 111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shultz. 
64  III.  172. 

2111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Baker,  47 
111.  295;  Pitteburg,  Fort  Wayne  & 
Chi.  Ry.  Co.  «.  Bumstead,  48  III.  221; 
Chi.,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Payne,  adm'r,  49  111.  499;  Chi., 
Bur.  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dunn,  •'  2. 
III.  451;  Chi.  &  N,  W.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
HaiTis,  54  III.  528;  Chi.,  Rock  Isld.  * 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dignan.  56  111. 
487;  Chi.,  Bur.  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Gregoiy,  58  III.  272;  C,  B.  &  Q.  II 
R.  Co.  p.  Payne,  adui'r  of  Payue,  .9 
111.  534. 
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The  cases  in  this  court  that  establish  the  doctrine  of  compar- 
ative nedigence,  hold  tliat  there  innst  be  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant,  and  no  want  of  ordinary  care  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff;  and  where  there  has  been  negligence  in  both  par- 
ties, still  the  plaintiff  may  recover,  where  his  ne,2:ligence  is  slight, 
and  that  of  the  defendant  is  gross,  in  comparison  with  that  of 
the  plaintiff.  This  rule  has  been  extended  to  include  cases  where 
the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  has  contributed,  in  some  degree, 
to  the  injury  complained  of.  It  is  upon  the  principle  that,  al- 
though a  party  may  have  himself  been,  guilty  of  negligence,  it 
does  not  authorize  another  to  recklessly  and  wantonly  destroy 
his  property,  or  commit  a  personal  injury.  C.  &  A.  B.  R.  Co. 
V.  Gretzner,  46  111.  75,  and  cases  cited." 

4.  Legal  negligence. — When  there  is  no  conflict  of  evidence 
or  disputed  fact  for  a  jury  to  decide,  the  question  of  negligence 
then  becomes  a  matter  of  law  to  be  decided  by  the  court;  and 
this,  too,  although  it  involves  the  entire  right  of  action  in  the 
case;*  and  so  if  there  be  no  evidence  of  negligence,  nor  of  any 
facts  or  circumstances  from  which  it  may  be  fairly  inferred, 


*  Newkirk  v.  New  York  &  Harlem 
R.  R.  Co.,  38  N.  Y.  (11  Tiffany),  158; 
Harty  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J.,  42 
N.  Y.  468.  473;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Offier,  11  Casey  (35  Penn.  St.),  71; 
North  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Heileman, 
40  Penn.  St.  60;  Catawissa  R.  R.  Co. 
0.  Armstiong,  2  P.  F.  Smith,  52 
Ponn.  St,  286;  Pittsburgh,  Fort 
Wayne  &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Evans,  53 
Penn.  St.  250;  Pittsburg  &  Connells- 
rille  R.  R.  Co.  v,  McClur^,  56  Penn. 
St.  294;  Glassey  v.  The  Hestonville, 
Mantua  &  F.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  57  Penn.  St. 
172;  Penn.  Canal  Co.  v.  Bentley,  66 
Penn.  St.  30;  Pittsburg,  Allegh.  & 
Manchester  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Pearson  and 
wife,  72  Penn.  St.  169;  McKee  p.  Bid- 
well,  74  Penn.  St.  218;  Grows  r.  Maine 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Me.  100,  16  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  326;  Maher  r.  Atlantic  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  267,  17  Am. 
Hv.  Rep.  2:U;  Fletcher  v.  Same,  Ih. 
484,  17  Am.    Ry.  Rep.   303;    Union 


Pacific  R.  W.  Co.  v,  Rollins.  5  Kansas, 
177;  liane  and  others  r.  Old  Colony 
&  Fall  River  R.  R.  Co.,  14  Gray,  14:3; 
Gavect  p.  Manchester  &  Lawrence  R. 
R.  Co.,  16  Gray  (Mass.),  501;  Lang- 
hoff,  admr.,  v.  Mil.  &  Prairie  du 
Chien  Ry.  Co.,  23  Wis.  43;  Same  p. 
Same,  19  Wis.  489;  Grand  Trunk  R. 
W.  Co.  V.  Nicbol.  18  Mich.  (5  Jenni- 
8on),  171;  Lake  Shore  ft  Mich.  S.  R, 
R.  Co.  V.  Miller,  25  Mich.  (3  Post), 
274;  Kelly,  admr.,  v.  Hendrie,  26 
Mich.  (4  Post).  255;  Lewis  v.  The 
Bait.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  38  Md.  588; 
McMahon  r.  N.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  39  Md. 
438;  Flemming  v.  Western  Pacific  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  Cal.  253,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
265;  Femandes  t?.  Sacramento  City 
Ry.  Co.,  52  Cal.  45;  S.  C.  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  101,  9  Id.  352;  Directors,  etc.,  of 
Metropolitan  Ry.  Co.  r.  Jackson,  Law 
Rep.,  3  App.  Cos.,  193,  15  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  621. 
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then  the  conrt,  and  not  the  jury,  are  to  decide.*  And  when 
such  question  is  decided  in  a  court  of  last  resort,  on  such  a 
point  as  shows  there  was  no  cause  of  action  in  law,  and  as 
leaves  nothing  tor  retrial  in  the  court  below,  the  court  may  not 
only  reverse  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court,  as  the  occasion 
may  require,  if  against  the  defendant,  but  may  dispose  of  the 
case  by  a  final  and  absolute  judgment  in  his  favor,  non  obstante 
veredicto,* 

Recklessly  attempting  to  pass  ov^r  the  railroad,  in  view  of  ^ 
and  before  two  closely  approaching  trains,  is  negligence,  and 
will  be  so  held  by  the  court.'  And  so  it  is  for  the  company  to 
cut  a  train  in  two,  and  run  a  portion  thereof  through  the  public 
streets  with  no  one  on  it  to  look  out,  and  no  flagman  at  the 
crossings.*  It  is  legal  negligence,  and  should  be  so  ruled  by  the 
court,  for  one  to  attempt  to  pass  across  or  under  a  moving 
train ;  *  and  so  of  an  attempt  to  cross  the  platform  of  a  car  of  a 
standing  train;*  and  for  •  boy  to  be  sitting  on  a  trestle-work, 


'Pittsburgr  &  Connellsville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  MdClurar,  56  Penn.  St,  294; 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Barnett,  59  Penn. 
St.  259,  263;  Maher  v.  Atlantic  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  267,  17  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  231;  State,  for  use,  etc.,  v. 
Phila..  Wilra.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  47 
Md.  76,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  253;  Steffcn 
V.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  46  Wis. 
259,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  885;  Daniel  v. 
Metropolitan  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  5  H. 
L.  45;  S.  C,  L.  R.  3  C.  P.  216,  591; 
Welfare  v.  London  &  B.  Ry.  Co.,  L. 
R.  4  Q.  B.  693;  Lewis  v.  London,  C. 
&  D.  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  9  Q.  B.  66;  Stul)- 
ley  V.  London  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co..  L. 
R.  1  Exch.  13;  Dublin,  W.  &  W.  Ry. 
Co.  f».  Slattery,  L.  R.  3  App.  Cas. 
1155;  Slattery  r.  Dublin,  W.  &  W. 
Ry.  Co.,  Irifih  Rep.  8  C.  L.  501,  and 
10  Id.  256. 

•Harty  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of  N. 
Jersey,  42  N.  Y.  4(^8,  473,  481,  4.S2. 

'LanghoiF,  admr.,  9.  Mil.  &  Prairie 
du  Chien  Ry.  Co.,  19  Wis.  489; 
Same  v.  Same,  23  Wis.  43;  Gerety  v. 
Phila.,  Wilm.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co..  81 


Penn.  St.  274,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  164; 
Grows  V.  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra;  Brown  v.  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  22  Minn.  165,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  298. 

*  Butler,  admx.,  v.  Mil.  A  St.  Paul 
Ry.  Co.,  28  Wis.  4S7;  Brown  v.  N. 
Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  82  N.  Y.  597; 
French  v.  Taunton  Bi-anch  R.  R.  Co., 
116  Mass.  537;  Ills.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.r. 
Baches,  55  111.  379;  Chi.  &  N.  W. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Taylor,  69  111.  461.  See 
.TeiFrey  r.  Keokuk  &  Des  Moines  R. 
R.  Co.,  51  la.  439. 

*  McMahon  r.  N.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.", 
39  Md.  4:]8.  And  so  to  attempt  to 
get  on  a  train  while  in  motion:  Har- 
vey V.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  116  Mass. 
269,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep  463. 

•Lewis  V.  The  Bait.  &  0.  R.  R. 
Co.,  38  Md.  588;  McMahon  r.  North- 
em  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  39  Md.  438; 
Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Copeland,  61  Ala.  376;  Stillson  p, 
Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Mn. 
671. 
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under  one  of  a  train  of  freight  cars,  whereby  he  is  run  over  and 
killed.* 

Bat  tliere  may  be  cases  in  which  there  is  no  conflict  or  donbt 
as  to  the  facts,  but  yet  such  a  necessity  of  drawing  inferences,  or 
conclusions  of  fact,  from  the  facts  proven,  as  nevertheless  render 
it  proper  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  determination  of  a  jury.' 
And  if  there  is  but  slight  evidence  of  negligence  to  charge 
the  defendant,  it  should  go  to  the  jury.'  But  where  the  material 
facts,  when  found,  admit  of  no  rational  inference  but  that  of 
negligence,  then  the  question  of  negUgence  becomes  a  matter 
of  law  merely.* 

It  is  held  by  some  writers  that  it  is  not  negligence  to  place 
one's  self  in  a  condition  or  place  where  injury  may  come,  and 
yet  can  only  come  by  the  negligence  of  another;  that  is,  that 
one  may  suppose,  and  act  npon'that  supposition,  that  others  will 
conform  to  the  relative  duties  of  life,  and  must  do  so  at  their 
peril,  whilst  he  need  only  rely  for  his  own  safety  upon  such  con- 
formity and  care  of  others,  taking  no  care  himself  as  to  injury 
possible  to  result  to  him  from  the  want  in  others  of  such  care 
and  conformity;  and  the  following  authorities,  with  others,  are 
relied  on  in  support  of  these  principles.*     So  far  as  these  and 


iQsterta^  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  421,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  257. 

«McKeer.  Bidwell,74Penn.  St. 218; 
Fern:mdes  r.  Sacramento  City  Ry.  Co., 
52  Cal.  45;  S.  C.  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  352, 
20  Id.  101;  Hackford  v.  N.  Y.Cent  & 
H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  N.  Y.  654:  S.  C.  43 
How.  Pr.  222;  Belton  r  Baxter,  58  N. 
Y.  411 ;  S.  C.  54  N.  Y.  245;  Massoth  v, 
Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  64  N.  Y. 
624;  Phila.  &  Readinj?  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Killipa,  88  Penn.  St.  405;  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Whitatrc,  a5  Ohio  St. 
627;  Same  v.  Whittaker,  24  fd.  042; 
Carrington  v.  Ficklin,  32  Gnitt.  070; 
Hawker  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co  ,  15 
W.Va.  628;  Solen  v.  Va.  &  Truckee  R. 
R.  Co.,  13  Nev.  145;  Kans.  Pac.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Twombly,  3  Col.  125. 

'Ilpnry  v.  Southern  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  50  Cal.  176,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
168;  Cook  V.  Hannibal  &  St  Joseph 
R.  R.  Co.,  63  Mo.  397,  20  Am.  Ry. 


Rep.  177;  Craig  v.  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H. 
R.  R.  Co.,  118  Mas8.  431. 

*  Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati 
R.  R.  Co.  p.  Ci-awford.  24  Ohio  St. 
631,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  172;  Marietta  & 
Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Picksley,  Id.  654; 
Penn.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Rathijeb,  32  Id.  66; 
Sioux  C.ty  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Stout,  17 
Wall.  657;  Lewis  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.,  38  Md.  58.^;  Goldstein  r.  Chi.. 
Milw.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  46  Wis.  404. 

*  Newson  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  29  N.  Y.  383,  391;  Beisiegel  p. 
New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  N.  Y. 
622;  Ernst  v.  The  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  35  N.  Y.  9,  35;  Reeves  r.  The 
Delaware,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  30 
Penn.  St.  454;  Phila.  &  Trenton  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Hagran,  47  Penn.  Sr.  244; 
Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Crawford.  24  Ohio  St.  631. 
7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  172. 
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Similar  decisions  may  bear  out  the  principle  tlins  asserted,  we 
are  constrained  to  regard  them  as  an  innovation  upon  the  trne 
doctrine  of  the  law.  But  some  of  them  at  least  are  not  in  point, 
and  therefore,  though  good  enough  authority  where  applicable, 
do  not  apply  to  this  question  in  purely  a  legal  point  of  view. 
The  case  of  Newson  v.  The  New  York  Cent.  R  R.  Co.  turned 
upon  an  implied  contract  of  assurance  of  the  safety  of  the  injured 
party  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  company.  The  facts  of  tliat 
case  show  that  tlie  injured  party  was  unloading  gravel  from  one 
of  its  cars  into  his  wagon  at  a  place  on  the  company's  track 
where  he  was  directed  by  the  company  so  to  do,  and  at  that  par- 
ticular time,  and  was  there  run  into  by  an  engine  of  the  com- 
pany whilst  so  engaged.  The  court  held  that  it  was  impliedly 
to  be  understood  that  he  would  not  be  in  any  such  manner  en- 
dangered  whilst  performing  that  duty,  and  that  he  had  a  right 
so  to  presume,  and  to  rely  on  that  presumption  for  safety,  he 
being  placed  there  by  the  company  itself.  So  it  is  not  a  case  in 
point  with  the  question  in  hand.  The  one  rests  on  the  ordinary 
legal  duty,  the  other  rests  on  a  duly  implied,  as  growing  out  of 
a  special  contract  or  undertaking  between  the  parties;  so  that 
the  language  of  that  decision,  that  "the  law  will  never  hold  it 
imprudent  in  any  one  to  act  !ipon  the  presumption  that  another, 
in  his  conduct,  will  act  in  accordance  with  the  rights  and  duti«« 
of  both,"  is  to  be  taken  and  applied  in  a  limited  sense,  as  in  ref- 
erence to  that  particular  case,  and  not  as  applicable  generally  to 
questions  of  mere  relative  rights  and  duties  existing  in  law. 
To  have  been  thus  engaged  on  the  track  of  the  company  of 
bis  own  mere  act  and  will,  would  undoubtedlv  have  amounted  to 
legal  negligence;  but  to  be  there,  and  so  engaged,  by  the  direction 
of  the  company,  would  not  amount  to  negligenceof  any  kind,  or 
at  all;  for  he  was  impliedly  under  its  protection  and  care  for  the 
time  being,  and  had  a  right  to  so  presume,  as  the  company  had 
full  control  over  its  engines  and  the  track. 

In  Reeves  v.  The  Del.,  L.  &  W.  R  R  Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  454, 
another  one  of  the  cases  relied  on  for  this  doctrine  of  immunity, 
the  question  of  negligence  was  referred  to  the  jurj*^  for  their 
decision  under  all  the  circumstances. 

To  our  mind,  this  doctrine  of  immunity  entirely  ignores  the 
principles  of  the  law  as  heretofore  administered  in  relation  to 
contributory  negligence,  except  in  cases  where  the  conduct  of 
67 
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the  injured  party  may  be  such  as  to  necessarily  result  in  hie 
injury,  although  the  other  party  not  only  con tbrm  to  the  hi\T 
but  do  so  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  be  guilty  of  any  negligence 
or  want  of  care  at  all.  It  even  goes  further  than  the  mild  doc- 
trine of  comparative  negligence;  it  assumes  immunity  for  one 
party,  and  makes  the  other  responsible  for  the  negligence  of  both, 
and  that,  too,  even  though  the  injured  party  be  the  more  negli- 
gent of  the  two.  It  does  not  even  measure  or  weigh  the  relative 
culpability  of  the  parties,  but  allows  the  plaintiff  to  recover  on 
the  allegation,  if  true,  that  he  would  not  have  been  injured  if  de- 
fendant had  not  been  negligent,  notwithstanding  the  gross  neg- 
ligence of  himself.  True,  I  slept  upon  your  track,  but  would 
have  awoke  and  got  out  of  the  way  before  the  train  arrived,  if 
you  had  not  altered  your  time  card,  or  had  not  run  faster  than 
the  time  thereby,  or  by  law,  allowed;  or  I  walked  on  it,  or 
alongside  of  it,  near  enough  to  be  struck;  or  ventured  upon  a 
highly  elevated  bridge,  and  was  there  struck  by  your  train,  but 
would  not  have  been  but  for  your  accelerated  speed.  If  the 
injured  party  may  rely  on,  and  act  on,  the  supposition  of  care 
and  legal  compliance  of  the  other  party  in  one  case,  he  may  do 
so  in  all  cases,  for  the  operation  of  legal  principles  must  be 
uniform,  and  thus  there  will  be  no  obstacle  to  his  recovery  for 
an  injury  in  any  case, 'except  where  he  wantonly  subjects  him- 
£elf  thereto. 

In  Maginnis  v.  The  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  Eiver  Rail- 
road Company,  the  New  York  Court  of  Appeals  entirely  ignored 
this  doctrine,  in  eflfect,  and  held  that  going  upon  a  railroad  track 
with  knowledge  that  a  train  is  approaching  thereon,  but  under 
the  supposition  that  the  rate  of  speed  with  which  it  is  running 
will  not  be  increased,  and  that  therefore  crossing  can  be  effected 
with  safety,  is  negligence,  and  that  a  party  thus  venturing  can  not 
recover  if  injured  thereon,  although  the  company  itself  be  guilty 
of  negligence  in  running  the  train  backward  in  the  night  time, 
without  any  light  or  signal,  or  other  warning,  and  although  it 
be  in. the  street  where  teams  are  accustomed  to  pass,  and  the 
speed  of  such  backing  train  be  suddenly  accelerated  after  the 
train  has  so  nearly  stopped  that  to  one  in  its  rear  its  motion  is 
scarcely  perceptible.* 

'  Maginnis,  admr.,   r.   New   York      N.  Y.  215,  223.    The  question  as  to 
Cent.  &  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  52      whether  it  is  negligence  in  a  flagman 
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In  Indiana,  a  failure  to  give  eiojnals  at  railroad  crossings  of 
pablic  highways,  there  being  no  "statute  requiring  the  same,  is 
not  negligence  per  se.  To  make  such  omission  negligence, 
there  mist  be  some  difficulty  in  the  way  of  hearing  and  seeing 
an  approaching  train  at  a  crossing;*  for  it  is  the  duty  of  a  person 
crossing,  or  approaching  a  railroad  to  cross,  to  use  ordinary  care 
to  avoid  injnrj^,  and  for  that  purpose  to  avail  himself  of  all  the 
ordinary  means  within  his  control,  among  which  are  the  senses 
of  seeing  and  hearing.  If  he  fail  to  do  so  he  must  take  the  con. 
sequences.'    And  this  rule  is  general. 

The  case  cited  here  from  42  New  York,  of  Harty  v.  The  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company  of  New  Jersey,  was  for  a  personal  injury 
received  whilst  walking  upon  the  track  of  the  railroad  in  a  public 
street,  and  one  in  which  the  Court  of  Appeals  assume  (in  their 
opinion)  that  the  injured  party  was  lawfully  upon  the  track  at 
the  time  of  the  accident;  but  was  not  there  from  any  necessity. 
Tlie  court.  Earl,  Chief  Justice,  say:  **It  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  go  upon  the  north  track  to  avoid  collision  with  the  east- 
ward bound  train.  lie  could  have  gone  between  the  tracks. 
Instead  of  doing  this,  he  needlessly  and  thoughtlessly  went 
upon  the  north  track  with  his  back  toward  the  coming  train. 
Wlien  he  was  upon  the  railroad  track,  he  knew  he  was  in  a  place 
of  danger,  and  that  he  might  be  killed;  and  hence  it  was  his 
duty  to  use  his  eyes  and  ears,  and  to  take  at  least  ordinary  pre- 
cautions to  save  his  life.  Not  having  done  this,  I  believe  it  is 
now  w^ll  settled  that  no  damages  can  be  recovered  on  account  of 
his  death."  "Judgment  atfirmed,  and  judgment  absolute  for 
the  defendant."' 

Sleeping  upon  the  track  of  a  railroad  is  negligence  per  se.* 


in  the  employ  of  the  railroad  company 
to  be  upon  the  track  at  the  crossing,  is 
one  of  fact,  and  should  go  to  the  jury: 
Sammon  v.  New  York  &  Harlem  R.  R. 
Co.,  62  N.  Y.  251,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
150.  Bat  see  Steele  v.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  43  la.  109. 

*  BeVefontaine  Ry.  Co.  v.  Hunter's 
admr.y  33  Ind.  335.  Otherwise,  how- 
ever, when  required  by  statute: 
Fletcher  v.  Atlantic  &  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  64  Mo.  484, 17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  303. 


•  Bellefontame  Ry.  Co.  v.  Hunter's 
adrar.,  33  Ind.  335;  Norlh  Penn.  R. 
R.  V,  Heileman,  49  Penn.  St.  60;  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Grelzner, 
46  111.  74;  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cin- 
cinnati &  Indianapolis  Ry.  Co.  ». 
Elliott,  28  Ohio  St.  340,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  123. 

» 42  N.  Y.  473. 

♦Richardson  r.  The  Wilmington  & 
Manchester  B.  R.  Co.,  8  Rich.  Law, 
120. 
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If  a  slave  be  guilty  of  snch  negligence,  by  sleeping  on  a  rail- 
road track,  and  be  there  killed  by  a  train,  hia  negligence  in  that 
respect  is  attributable  to  his  master  in  a  suit  by  the  latter 
against  the  company  for  damages  for  the  loss  of  the  slave;  and  such 
negligence  being  contributory,  the  master  can  not  recover;  and 
so  if  the  result  as  to  the  killing  is  from  the  combined  negligence 
of  the  person  killed  and  the  company.' 

It  is  not  negligence  ycr  se  for  a  railroad  company  to  permit 
dry  grass  and  weeds  to  accumulate  upon  its  right  of  way.  The 
presence  of  such  there  does  not  create  a  legal  presumption  of 
negligence.  That  such  accumulations  may  be  facts,  when 
proven,  from  which  negligence  may  be  inferred,  is  true  under  cer- 
tain circumstances;  but  they  are  not  evidence  of  negligence  per 
86?  The  true  rule  in  reference  to  the  relative  duties  of  railroad 
companies  and  landholders,  as  to  such  accumulations,  is  that  each 
is  bound  to  the  same  degree  of  care  and  diligence  to  avoid  in- 
jury. If  the  company  provide  the  best  known  means  of  pre- 
venting the  escape  of  fire,  and  the  landholder  suflFers  such  ac- 
cumulations on  his  premises,  and  is  injured  by  the  escape  of  fire, 
then  although  like  accumulations  on  the  right  of  way  are  per- 
mitted by  the  compaYiy,  and  fire  escape,  whether  on  the  right  of 
way,  or  on  the  field  of  the  owner,  *'  we  can  not  see  (say  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Illinois)  that  the  company  should  be  held  liable 
for  negligence."  *  In  this  case  the  court  disregard  4;he  ruling  in 
Bass  V.  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  28  111.  9,  in 
reference  to  the  duty  of  railroad  companies  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  weeds  and  grass  on  their  right  of  way  grounds. 


'  Richardson  v.  The  Wilmington  & 
Manchester  R.  R.  Co..  8  Rich.  L.  120; 
Felder  v.  The  Louisville,  Cin.  & 
Charloston  R.  R.  Co.,  2  McMullan 
(South  Car.),  403;  Hemng  p.  The 
Wilmington  &  Raleigh  R.  R.  Co.,  10 
Ired.  402.  It  is  thus  seen  that  the 
rule  of  confcributive  negligence  obtains 
in  South  Carolina;  and  we  may  here 
also  add,  that  so  does  the  common 
law  rule  of  non-liability  of  the  em- 
ployer for  injuries  to  an  employe  from 
the  negligence  of  a  co-employe:  Mui'- 
ray  f.  South  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Mc- 
Mullan, 385. 

»  m.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Mills.  42  III. 


407;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Shane- 
felt,  47  111.  497,  500;  Ohio  &  Miss. 
Ry.  Co.  r.  Porter,  92  111.  437;  Toledo, 
Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  Wand, 
48  Ind.  476;  Pittsburgh,  Cin.  &  St. 
Louis  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Nelson,  51  Ind. 
150;  Henry  r.  Southern  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.,  50  Cal.  176;  Perry  v.  Same,  Id, 
578;  Snyder  t?.  P.,  C.  &  St.  L.  Ry. 
Co.,  11  W.  Va.  14;  Troxler  v.  Rich- 
mond &  Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  74  N.  Car. 
377;  Smith  v.  London  &  S.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  L.  R.  6  C.  P.  14;  S.  C,  5  Id.  98 
'  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Shane- 
felt,  47  111.  497,  502;  111.  Cent.  R.  R, 
Co.  r.  Frazier,  47  111.  505. 
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It  is  negligence  per  sey  of  so  gross  a  character,  for  a  person, 
while  intoxicated,  to  place  himself,  about  dark,  or  in  the  dusk  of 
the  evening,  on  a  railroad  track  in  a  public  street,  where  trains 
are  passing  and  repassing,  and  there  remain  until  run  over  and 
killed  by  a  passing  train,  that  no  recovery  can  be  had  in  an  ac- 
tion therefor,  unless  the  railroad  company's  agents  or  servants 
willfully  run  over  the  deceased  and  cause  his  death,  or  are  guilty 
of  negligence  in  that  respect  so  gross  as  in  law  to  amount  to  a 
willful  neglect  of  duty.'  And  so  it  is  negligence  per  se,  and  that, 
too,  of  so  gross  a  character,  for  a  person  to  make  a  foot  path  of  a 
railroad,  and  use  the  same  to  walk  along  on,  at  a  place  not  in  or 
across  a  public  high^ray,  or  a  place  open  to  the  public,  that  if 
injured  thereon,  unless  by  an  act  of  still  grosser  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  railroad  company,  he  can  not  recover.'  Such  is  the 
ruling  in  Illinois,  where  the  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence 
prevails;  and  applied  where  the  rule  of  contributive  negligence 
is  acted  on,  it  will  prevent  a  recovery  by  plaintiff  at  all.' 

It  is  negligence,  and  should  be  so  ruled  by  the  court,  without 
any  reference  to  the  jury,  for  a  person  to  attempt  to  cross  a  rail- 
road in  a  vehicle  without  stop])ing  to  look  and  to  listen  for  trains 
— if  there  be  no  conflict  in  the  evidence  as  to  the  fact  thereof. 
Nor  does  it  matter  that  there  are  obstacles  in  the  way  of  seeing 
along  the  road;  this  is  only  a  reason  for  greater  precaution;  and 
tiierefbre  it  increases  the  obligation  of  the  traveler,  not  onlj'  to 
use  other  necessary  means  of  caution,  but  to  make  still  greater 
efforts  to  see  and  hear,  if  any  trains  are  likely  to  approach,  so  as 


'  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hutchinson, 
admx.,  47  111.  408,  410,  413.  See 
also  Chica^  City  Ry.  Co.  v.  Lewis,  5 
Bradw.  (III.),  242;  Healy  r.  City  of 
New  York,  3  Hun,  708;  Davis  v.  Ore- 
gon &  Cal.  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Oreg.  172; 
Cramer  p.  City  of  Burlin^zton,  42  la. 
815;  Marquette,  Houghton  &  Ontona- 
gon R.  R.  Co.  9.  Handford,  39  Mich. 
537;  Southwestern  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hank- 
erson,  61  Ga.  114.  But  in  such  case, 
if  the  law  has  established  a  general 
presumption  of  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  company,  the  plaintiff  should 
not  be  non-suited  unless  the  evidence 
clearly    rebuts     such     presumption: 


Hankerson  v.  South  Western  R.  R. 
Co.,  59  Ga.  593,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  458. 

2  Illinois  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Baches, 
55  111.  379;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich. 
Southern  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hart,  87  Id. 
529,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  249;  Cosrswell 
V.  Oregon  &  Cal.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Ore-. 
417;  O'Donnell  v.  Mo.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 
7  Mo.  App.  190;  Lang  v.  Holiduy 
Creek  R.  R.  Co.,  42  la.  677;  Ricli- 
mond  &  D.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Anderson,  31 
Gratt.  812. 

•Donaldson  v,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  293,  20  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  15. 
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In  like  manner,  if  the  stoppage  be  too  short  to  allow  passen- 
gers to  leave  the  cars  with  convenience  and  safety,  they  may  not, 
at  the  risk  of  the  company,  attempt  to  leave  the  cars  whilst  start- 
ing or  in  motion.  If  they  do  so,  they  do  it  at  their  own  risk. 
Thev  should  remain  aboard,  and  resort  to  their  action  for  dam- 
a^es,  occasioned  by  the  negligent  or  wrong  act  of  the  company  in 
not  affording  a  reasonable  opportunity  or  time  to  leave  the  train. 
But  although  a  passenger  may  not  attempt  to  pass  from  a 
moving  train,  for  the  mere  reason  that  it  is  likely  to  carry  him 
past  his  station,  except  at  his  own  peril,  if  done  of  his  own  free 
will  and  uninfluenced  judgment,  yet  if  the  motion  of  the  train 
be  so  slow  that  the  danger  of  getting  off  may  not  be  apparent  to 
a  reasonable,  yet  inexperienced  person,  and  the  manager  of  the 
train  be  present,  and  instruct  and  thus  influence  the  party  to  eet 
off  while  the  train  is  thus  moving,  then  if  the  passenger  be  in- 
jured, the  injury  will  not  be  reofarded  in  law  as  caused  by  the  con- 
tributory negligence  of  the  party  injured.  He  has  a  right  to 
expect  that  the  company  "had  employed  a  skillful  and  prudent 
conductor,  who  would  not  expose  passengers  to  dangerous  risks, 
and  who  ha(J  experience  and  knowledge  in  his  business,  suflScient 
to  correctly  advise  and  direct  passengers  as  to  the  proper  time 
and  manner  of  alia:htinff  safelv  from  the  train."' 

The  same  rule  prevails  in  (Georgia,  as  to  a  passenger  leaping 
from  the  cars  in  just  apprehension  of  danger;  and  such,  indeed, 
is  the  general  rule.  If  by  reason  of  the  action,  conduct,  or  man- 
agement of  the  company,  his  condition  be  such  as  would  cause 
a  prudent  person  to  leap,  as  a  means  of  avoiding  impending 
danger,  and  as  more  prudent  than  remaining  aboard  the  train, 
and  in  leaping  he  be  injured,  the  company  are  liable  therefor;' 
and  it  does  not  relieve  them  from  such  liability  that  he  may  have 
misjudged  as  to  the  extent  of  the  danger,  or  propriety  of  resort- 
ing to  such  means  of  its  avoidance.' 

But  when  a  passenger  leaps  from  a  car,  in  which  he  rightfully 
is  at  the  time,  from  a  well-founded  apprehension  of  danger,  in- 

'  Lambeth,    admr.,   r.  North  Caro-  L.  R.  7  H.  L.  213;  Nicholson  r.  Lan- 

lina  R.  R.  Co.,  66  N.  Car.  494,  499;  oftahirf  A  Y.  Ry.  Co.,  3  Hurl.  &  C.  584. 

Georgia  R.  R.  &  B.  Co.  d.  McCurdy,  45  » Sonth  Western  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Paulk, 

Georgia,  288;  Bayley  t?.  Eastern  R.  R.  24  Geo.  356. 

Co.,  125  Mass. 62;  Bridges  v.  N.  Lon-  'Macon  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  r. 

don  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  6  Q.  B.  377;   S.  C.  Winn,  26  Geo.  250. 
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duced  by  an  occurrence  which  the  ntuiost  caution  and  proper 
care  of  the  company  might  have  prevented,  and  the  circumstan- 
ces of  apparent  danger  are  sucli  as  to  reasonably  create  a  well- 
founded  fear  of  danger  to  life  or  member,  then  if  injury  be  the 
result  of  such  leaping,  the  company  will  be  liable  therefor: 
although  it  be  presumable,  from  ultimate  or  subsequent  de- 
velopments, that  no  injury  would  have  resulted  to  him  if 
he  had  remained  on  the  cars,  and  quietly  kept  his  place.' 
If,  however,  the  passenger  leap  from  the  cars  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  should  not  impress  the  mind  of  a  prudent  man 
with  the  necessity  of  leaping  to  avoid  danger  to  his  life,  and  is 
thereby  injured,  the  fact  of  the  conductor  being  present  at  the 
time  will  not  render  the  company  liable,  if  the  conductor  be  only 
passive;*  but  if  done  by  order  of  the  conductor,  and  injury  en- 
sue, then  the  compan}'  are  liable.' 

And  however  imminent  the  dantjer,  or  well-founded  the  fear 
may  be,  if,  not  induced  or  occasioned  by  any  wantonly  wrong 
act  of  the  company,  one  leap  from  a  ear  in  which  he  has  no 
r'ght  to  be,  and  into  which  he  has  obtruded  himself  against  the 
rules  of  the  company,  or  contrary  to  his  coiitract  for  transporta- 
tion, and  is  thus  injured  in  leaping,  he  can  not  recover  for  the 
injury  occasioned  thereby.*  Thus,  if  a  passenger,  after  arriving 
at  his  destination,  re-enters  the  train  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing change  from  his  fare,  which  the  conductor  has  failed  to 
return  to  him,  and  tlien  jumps  from  the  train  when  in  motion, 
the  company  does  not  sustain  the  position  of  a  carrier  as  to  him.* 

6.     Injury  to  married  women. — The  husband  may,  at  common 


» Stokes  r.  Saltonstall,  13  Pet.  181; 
Frink  v.  Po^+er,  17  111.  406;  Eldridfre 
V.  Loug  Island  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Sand.  89; 
Ingalls  r.  Bills,  9  Met.  1.  And  for 
an  injury  received  on  the  platform, 
whilst  attempting  to  leap  from  the 
tram,  the  company  are  liable,  if  the 
circumstances  be  such  as  would  justify 
the  passenger  in  leaping  or  attempt- 
ing to  leap  therefrom,  by  rca!>on  of  a 
well-founded  fear,  or  cause  for  a  well- 
founded  fear,  of  danger:  Buel  v.  New 
York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co..  31  N.  Y.  (4 
Tiifany),  314. 


'Lambeth  f>.  N.  Car.  R.  R.  Co., 66 
N.  Car.  494. 

•Lambeth  t?.  N.  Car,  R.  R.  Co.,  66 
N.  Car.  494.  But  see  P.,  C.  &  St.  L. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Krouse,  post.  In  such 
case,  it  is  a  question  for  the  jury 
whether  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  negli- 
gence: P.,  C.  &  St.  L.  Ry.  Co.  V. 
Krouse. , 

*  Galena  &  Chicago  Union  R;  R.  Co. 
p.  Yarwood,  15  111.  468. 

*  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Krouse,  HO  Ohio  St.  222, 
15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  298. 
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law,  maintain  an  action  for  personal  injnries  to  his  *wife,  and  in 
Lis  own  name,  without  joining  the  wife  therein;  but  in  such  ac- 
tion by  himself  alone,  he  can  only  recover  for  the  loss  of  service, 
or  rather  of  assistance,  the  expense  of  cure,  and  the  loss  of  the  so- 
ciety of  the  wife,  as  occasioned  or  growing  out  of  such  personal 
injury.*  But  in  a  suit  in  the  name  of  both  husband  and  wife, 
for  such  injury,  recovery  may  be  had  for  the  injury  itself,  includ- 
ing, also,  the  pain  and  mental  suifering  of  the  wife  occasioned 
by  the  injury;  not,  however,  for  any  of  the  injuries  of  the  hus- 
band, or  expenses  of  cure,  as  he  alone  is  liable  to  pay  such  ex- 
penses, and  may  recover  alone  therefor  in  a  separate  action  by 
himself.* 

In  actions  by  married  women  alone,  without  the  husband,  for 
injuries  sustained  from  the  negligence  of  the  defendant,  or  de- 
fendant's servants,  no  recovery  can  be  had  for  loss  of  time  or 
service,  or  inability  to  labor,  unless  the  woman  is  transacting  bus- 
iness in  her  own  and  sole  behalf,  for  her  labor,  time  and  service 
belong  to  the  husband;  nor  for  medical  or  other  attendance,  for 
these  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  husband,  and  are  actionable  only 
in  his  behalf  as  plaintiflF.  She  can  recover  only  for  her  suflfering 
and  pain." 

At  common  law,  an  action  will  not  lie  at  the  suit  of  the  hus- 
band for  the  pain  and  suflerinir  caused  by  a  personal  injury  to 
his  wife.  The  action,  in  such  cae.  is  properly  brought  in  the 
joint  names  of  both  husband  and  wife.*  Nor  does  it  matter 
whether  the  passage  money,  if  the  injury  be  to  the  wife  as  a  pas- 
senger, be  paid  by  the  husband  or  by  the  wife;  in  either  case, 
the  action  for  an  injury  accrues  to  the  wife,  as  to  compensation 
for  suffering  and  pain,  and  is  rightfully  prosecuted  in  the  joint 
names  of  the  two.*    But  for  the  loss  of  service  of  the  wife,  and 


1  McDonald  v.  The  C\\\.  &  N.  W.  R. 
R.  Co.,  26  Iowa,  124, 140:  Houston  & 
Great  Northern  R  R.  Co.  v.  Miller,  49 
Texas,  322;  Cregin  v.  Brooklyn  Cross- 
town  R.  R.  Co.,  75  N.  Y.  192;  S.  C. 
19  Hun.  341. 

«  McDonald  v.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W. 
R.  R.  Co.,  26  Iowa,  124,  140;  Fuller 
and  wife  v.  Naugatuck  R.  R.  Co.,  21 
Conn.  557,  571. 

•Filer  i?.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  49 


N.  Y.  47;  S.  C.  3  Am.  R.W.  Rep.  466; 
Mewhirter  v.  Hatten,  42  Iowa,  288; 
Tuttle  V.  Chicago,  Rock  Isld.  &  Pac. 
R.  R.  Co.,  42  Iowa,  518;  Musselman 
V.  Galligher,  32  Iowa,  383. 

♦  Fuller  ancl  wife  v.  Naugatuck  R. 
R.  Co.,  21  Conn.  557;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R. 
W.  Cae.  161. 

'  Fuller  and  wife  v.  Naugatuck  R. 
R.  Co.,  21  Conn.  557. 
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deprivation  of  her  society,  the  liusband  may  sue  alone;'  and 
also,  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  reason  of  the  injury,  as  physi- 
cians'or  surgeons'  bills  to  relieve  the  injury  or  effect  a  cure.' 

Under  the  statute  of  Illinois  of  Feb.  21,  1861,  providing  that 
"all  the  property,  both  real  and  personal,  belonging  to  any  mar- 
ried woman  as  her  sole  and  separate  property,  or  which  any  wom- 
an hereafter  married  owns  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  or  which 
any  married  woman,  during  coverture,  acquires,  in  good  faith, 
from  any  person  other  than  her  husband,  by  descent,  devise,  or 
otherwise,  together  with  all  the  rents,  issues,  increase  and  profits 
thereof,  shall,  notwithstanding  her  marriage,  be  and  remain,  dur- 
ing coverture,  her  sole  and  separate  property,  under  her  sole  con- 
trol, and  be  held,  owned,  possessed  and  enjoyed  by  her  the  same 
as  though  she  was  sole  and  unmarried;  and  shall  not  be  subject  to 
the  disposal,  control  or  interference  of  her  husband,  and  shall  be 
exempt  from  execution  or  attachment  for  the  debts  of  her  hus- 
band," the  Supreme  Court  of  said  state,  Brkesb,  C.  J.,  hold, 
that  the  right  of  suit  for  an  injury  to  a  married  woman  is  prop- 
erty, and  that  the  wife,  and  not  the  husband,  is  the  owner  thereof, 
and  may  sue  for  or  compromise  the  same.' 

Tn  Michigan,  an  action  for  a  personal  injury  to  a  married 
woman  may  be  maintained  in  her  own  name  alone/  And 
the  decisions  in  that  state  are  to  the  extent  that  for  personal 
grievances  of  the  wife  the  husband  can  not  recover;  and  so,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  in  the  action  by  the  wife,  no  recovery  can 
be  had  for  the  peculiar  damages  resulting  to  the  husband  by  the 
injury;*  that  their  rights  are  distinct  in  such  cases,  and  therefore 
a  joint  action  does  not  lie  in  the  name  of  the  two.* 


*  Fuller  and  wife  v.  Naugatuck  R. 
R.  Co.,  21  Conn.  557. 

■  Fuller  and  wife  v.  Naugatuck  R.  R. 
Co.,  21  Conn.  557;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W. 
Cas.  161,  173. 

*  Chi..  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Dunn,  52  111.  260;  S.  C.  4  Am. 
R.  606.  Tn  this  case  the  court  say: 
**  Who  is  the  natural  owner  of  this 
right  ?  Not  the  husband,  because  the 
injury  did  not  accrue  to  him;  it  was 
wholly  personal  to  the  wife.  *  *  * 
•  Indirectly,  it  is  true,  the  husband 
was  an  injured  party,  also,  during  her 


disabilities,  in  deprivation  of  his  com- 
fort by  reason  thereof,  and  by  the  fur- 
ther reason  of  his  responsibilities  for 
the  charges  for  her  care.  For  these  he 
can  undoubtedly  sue  and  recover  such 
damages  as  he  may  prove. *^  4  Am. 
R.  609,  and  52  111.  264.  265. 

*  Bergerr.  Jacobs,  21  Mich.  215. 

*  Hyatt  V.  Adams,  16  Mich.  180; 
Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Coleman,  28 
Mich.  (6  Post).  440.  442. 

®  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. ».  Coleman, 
28  Mich.  442. 
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In  an  action  for  a  perj^onal  injury  to  plaintiff's  wife,  the  evi- 
dence of  medical  men  is  admissible  as  to  the  state  of  her  health 
before  and  after  the  injury;  as  to  the  permanent  nature  of  the 
injury;  and  also,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  extent  of  the  in- 
jury, evidence  of  her  own  complaints  of  personal  suffering  and 
pain  when  first  called  on,  after  the  injury,  and  during  the  exam- 
ination of  her  condition  by  the  physicians.'  So  evidence  may 
be  given  of  the  value  of  her  services,  and  of  her  diminished 
ability  to  render  the  same.* 

And  although  the  action  be  in  the  joint  names,  as  plaintiffs,  of 
the  husband  and  wife,  yet  the  ground  of  action  is  the  injury  to  the 
wife,  and  the  damages  or  compensation  therefor  inures  to  her.* 
And  in  such  an  action,  the  costs  of  medical  treatment  incurred 
by  reason  of  the  injuries  may  be  alleged,  and  be  proven,  to  have 
been  incurred  and  paid  by  the  husband,  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  showing  the  character  and  extent  of  the  injury;  yet  in  such 
joint  action  no  recovery  can  be  had  therefor.*  The  right  of  ac- 
tion, in  such  case,  for  deprivation  of  the  comforts,  society  and 
service  of  the  wife,  and  for  the  medical  care  and  expenses  in- 
curred, no  doubt  vests  in  the  husband,  and  is  a  good  cause  of  ac- 
tion; but  such  action  must  be  in  his  own  name,  and  not  in  the 
joint  name  of  the  two.*  But  as  to  the  contract  of  c;irriage,  if 
there  be  no  expressed  one,  then  the  law  implies  that  the  contract 
is  with  the  wife,  if  she  be  traveling  on  a  ticket  purchased  by  her, 
or  for  her  use  by  another,  even  if  that  other  be  her  husband. 
The  breach  of  the  contract  to  carry  with  care  is  the  ground  of 
the  action,  and  the  injury  is  the  ground  of  recovery  therein.* 

7.  The  law  of  the  case,  in  actions  for  personal  injuries. — In 
an  action  to  recover  damages  for  a  personal  injur}',  the  law  in 
force  at  the  time  of  the  infliction  of  the  injury,  as  to  the  right  of 


'  Matteson  v.  New  York  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  35  N.  r.  (8  Tiffany),  4S7;  Lin- 
coln V.  Saratoga  &  Scheneclady  R.  R. 
Co.,  23  Wend.  425;  Murphy  p.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  66  Barb.  125;  Grand 
Rapids  &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Martin,  41 
Mich.  667;  Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Pointer,  9  KanBas,  620;  Barber  v. 
Merriam,  11  Allen,  322;  Fay  v.  Har- 
lan, 128  Mass.  244.  But  see  111.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Sutton,  42  111.  438. 


*  Matteson  r.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra;  Mclntyre,  admr.,  r.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  37  N.  Y.  (10  Tiffany), 
287. 

*  Fuller  and  wife  9.  The  Naugatuck 
R.  R.  Co.,  21Conn.  557,571. 

*  Ibid. 

*  Fuller  and  wife  r.  The  Naugatuck 
R.  R.  Co.,  21  Conn.  557. 

*  Fuller  9.  Naugatuck  R.  R.  Co., 
21  Conn.  557, 
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recovery,  is  the  law  of  the  case;  and  a  law  subsequently  passed, 
limiting  the  amount  toatixed  sum  in  such  cases,  does  not  apply 
to  injuries  inflicted  before  the  enactment  of  such  subsequent  law. 
"Tiie  law  of  the  case  (say  the  court,  in  Kay  v.  The  Pennsylva- 
nia Kailroad  Company^)  at  the  time  when  it  became  complete  is 
an  inherent  element  in  it,  andif  clianged  or  annulled,  the  right 
is  annulled,  justice  is  denied,  and  the  due  course  of  law  vio- 
lated.'' And  so  the  law  of  the  country  wherein  tlie  contract  of 
transportation  of  a  passenger  is  made,  and  in  which  the  injury  is 
inflicted,  is  the  law  of  the  case  as  to  the  right  of  action,  and 
therefore,  where  by  that  law  no  action  will  lie  in  the  courts  of 
such  county  or  state,  none  will  lie  thereon  in  any  other  state; 
for  though  each  state  will  administer  the  law  in  form,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  its  own  judicial  forums,  yet  where  the  cause 
of  action  relied  on  occurs  abroad,  then  the  rule  of  law  of  the 
state  in  which  it  occurs,  as  to  the  right  to  maintain  an  action, 
j-revaiis  in  every  other  state.  Thus  where  an  action  was  brought 
in  Ohio  for  an  injur}'  incurred  on  a  railroad  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  a  defense,  based  on  a  contract  to  carry  the  plaintiff"  free  as 
a  passenger,  on  condition  of  his  incurring  all  risk  of  injury  from 
negligence  or  otherwise,  was  held  to  be  a  bar  to  the  action,  as 
such  a  contract,  though  invalid  if  made  in  Ohio,  is  valid  by  the 
laws  of  New  York.'  » 

It  is  holden,  in  some  cases  of  actions  against  railroad  compa- 
nies for  injuries  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  its  servants,  that 
the  absence  of  the  servant  or  servants  from  the  trial,  through 
whose  negligence  the  injury  is  alleged  to  have  occurred,  if  such 
absence  be  not  explained,  and  there  be  not  full  evidence  other- 
wise of  the  facts  of  the  case,  is  ground  for  presumption  against 
the  company.* 

8.  When  naages  and  customs  of  company  may  be  proven.-^ 
In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  for  an  injury  alleged 
to  have  occurred  by  reason  of  the  cars  not  stopping  their  usual 
length  of  time  at  a  station,  or  long  enough  to  give  the  passen- 
gers a  reasonable  time  in  which  to  leave,  the  plaintiff"  may  give 
evidence  of  the  usual  and  customary  period  of  stopping  at  that 
place.     It  is  proper  as  a  means  of  showing  (inferentially  at  least) 

>  65  Penn.  St.  269.  3  Am.  R.  635;      19  Ohio  St.  260. 
Meiiffea  r.  Dentler,  33  Penn.  St.  498.  » Murray  v.  The  South  Car.  R.  R. 

8  Knowlton  v.  The   Erie  Ry.  Co.,      Co.,  10  Rich.  L.  227. 
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what  the  defendants  themselves  considered  a  reasonable  time  in 
which  to  leave  the  cars/  And  if  the  time  allowed  for  such  pur- 
pose be  shorter  than  usual,  on  the  occasion  when  the  injury  was 
received,  this  circumstance  mav  tend  in  some  de£:ree  to  show 
that  &  reasonable  time  for  departure  was  not  then  allowed.* 

Customs  are  often  convenient,  to*  which  the  law  gives  no  coer- 
cive force,  because  they  have  not  been  i^enerally  acquiesced  in, 
or  else,  because  to  do  so  generally  will  violate  some  fundamen- 
tal principle  of  law.  There  are  legal  tests  by  which  the  validity 
of  customs  are  to  be  gauged.'  It  must  appear  that  the  usa^e 
lias  been  general  and  uniform,  and  peaceably  acquiesced  in,  and 
has  not  been  the  subject  of  dispute;  it  must  be  certain,  and  rea- 
sonable, and  not  in  contravention  of  any  of  the  general  principles 
of  the  law.* 

9.  Rule  and  measure  of  damages. — Among  the  ordinary  and 
direct  grounds  of  damages  necessarily  resulting  from  injuries  to 
the  person,  in  a  suit  where  the  injured  person  is  plaintiff,  are  bod- 
ily and  mental  suffering  and  pain;  temporary  or  permanent  phys- 
ical disability;  loss  of  time;  and  expenses  of  medical  treatment, 
and  of  care.*  These,  when  they  exist,  may  be  proven  under  the 
general  and  common  charge  of  damages;  for  they  are  deemed  to 
result  directly  from  the  injury  inflicted,  and  therefore  may  be 
shown  under  the  common  co*unts  or  allegations,  as  they  are  not  of 
a  character  to  take  the  defendant  by  surprise.  They  may  be  a  di- 
rect consequence  of  the  injury.*  But  damages  that  do  not  necessa- 
rily flow  from  the  principal  factor  injury,  although  possibly  attend- 
ant thereon,  are  deemed  special;  the  law  does  not  imply  these 
as  the  result  of  the  injury.     To  prevent  surprise,  they  must,  if 


^  Fuller  aiid  wife  v.  Naug-atuck  R. 
R.  Co.,  21  Conn.  507;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R. 
W.  Cas.  161,  177. 

2  Ibid. 

»  Strong  V.  The  Gnmd  Trunk  R.  R. 
Co.,  15  Mich.  206,220. 

*  Strong  V.  Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Co., 
15  Mich.  200,  220  ;  McMillHn  and  an- 
other r.  The  Mich.  S.  &  N.  Ind.  R.  R. 
Co.,  16  Mich.  79,112,  113. 

*Laingp.  Colder  and  another,  8 
Penn.  H.  R.  479;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W. 
Cas.  378;  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Books,  57  Penn.  St.  3^9;  Ohio  &  Miss. 


Ry.  Co.  V.  Dickerson,  59  Ind.  317; 
Klein  v.  .Jewett,  11  C.  E.  Green,  474; 
.lewett  V.  Klein,  12  Id.  550;  Morris  r. 
Chi.,  B.  &  Q  R.  R.  Co.,  45  la.  29; 
South  &  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McLen- 
don,  lOKepr.  GSSi  Cohen  v.  Eureka  & 
P.  R.R.  Co.,  14  Nev.  376;  Bradshaw 
V  Lancashire  &  Y.  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  10 
C.  P.  189;  Phillips  v.  London*  South 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  L.  R.  4  Q.  B.  Div. 
406;  S.  C.  5  Id.  78,  and  L.  R.  5  C.  P. 
Div.  280. 

®  Laing  v.  Colrler    and    another,  8 
Penn.  St.  R.  479. 
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relied  on,  be  particularly  specified  and  alleged  by  the  plaintiff  in 
his  declaration  or  petition,  else  he  will  not  be  allowed  to  make 
proof  thereof.'  Hence,  a  plaintiff  in  an  action  for  an  injury  to 
the  person,  inflicted  by  negligence,  was  not  allowed  to  prove  tliat 
others  were  dependent  on  him  for  support,  and  that,  by  reason 
of  the  injury,  he  had  become  embarrassed  in  his  pecuniary  cir- 
cumstances, no  damages  having  been  alleged  on  these  grounds 
in  the  declaration.' 

And  the  effect  of  the  injury  upon  the  mental  condition  of  the 
plaintiff  may  be  proven  to  the  jurj-,  and  considered  by  them  in 
making  np  their  verdict^  also  the  opinion  of  medical  men  as 
to  its  influence  on  the  future  health  of  the  plaintiff.'  But  a 
foundation  must  be  laid  therefor  by  suitable  allegations  in  the 
plaintift*'s  petition  or  declaration,  whenever  the  result  sought  to 
be  proven  does  not  necessarily  or  naturally  flow  from  the  nat- 
ure of  the  injury. 

Respectable  and  ordinarily  accepted  life  tables,  shown  to  be 
such,  and  to  be  acted  on  and  consulted  by  business  persons, 
where  applicable  in  the  transaction  of  their  own  affairs,  may  be 
properly  introduced  to  the  jury  as  evidence  in  actions  for  per- 
sonal injuries,  as  tending  to  prove,  in  connection  witli  the  age 
of  the  injured  person,  the  probable  length  or  expectancy  of  life 
yet  remaining  to  such  person,  and  as  a  basis,  arising  therefrom, 
for  the  estimating  the  damages  consequent  upon  the  injury,  in 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  having  also  reference  to  the  degree  of 
inability  of  the  injured  person,  as  to  future  efforts  for  a  support.* 

There  are  authorities  to  the  point  that  in  actions  for  personal 
injuries,  the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  defendant  may  be  shown 
in  evidence,  when  the  case  is  one  suitable  for  vindictive  dam- 
ages, or  is  brought  to  redress  a  malicious  tort;  but  the  weight  of 
the  authorities  and  of  reason  is  believed  to  be  to  the  contrary.  If 
the  defendant's  ability  to  pay  is  to  be  given  in  evidence  to  in- 

^  Laing  v.  Colder    and    another,    8  Tomlinson  v.  Derby,   43  Conn.    562; 

Penn.  St.  R.  479;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Hopkins  v.  Atlantic  &  St.  Lawrence 

Cas.  378;    Toledo,  W.  &  W.  Ry.  Co.  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N.  H.  9. 

V.  Baddeley,  54  111.  19.  »  T.,  W.  &  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Baddeley. 

«Laing    V.  Colder    and    another,  8  54  111.  19;  S.  C,  6  Am.  R.  71;  Wilcox 

Penn.  St.  R.  479;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  t>.  Pluramer,  4  Pet.  172. 

Cas.  378.   And  see  Penn,  R.  R.  Co.  v.  *  McDonald  v.  The  Chicago*  N.W. 

BookF,  57  Penn.  St.  339,  344;    Bald-  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Iowa,  124,  140. 
win  p.  Western  R.  R.  Co.,4  Gray,  333; 
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crease  the  damages,  however,  in  the  absence  of  malicious  prompt- 
ings to  the  act  complained  of  on  his  part,  then,  b^  the  same 
rule,  tlic  plaintiff's  pecuniary  necessities  may  in  like  manner  be 
proven,  and  such  suits  would  no  longer  turn  exclusively  on  t!ie 
merits  of  the  particular  case,  as  to  the  amount  of  tiie  damages, 
nor  on  questions  of  injury  and  compensation,  but  upon  the  abil- 
ity of  one  party  and  the  wants  of  the  other;  and  the  law  and  the 
riglits  of  the  parties  would  become  one  thing  in  one  case,  and  an- 
other in  another,  as  the  relative  wealth  of  the  parties  may  pre- 
l)()nderate  from  time  to  time  in  each  particular  action;'  and  if 
such  rule  is  to  prevail,  is  the  relative  test  to  be  applied  at  the 
date  of  committing  the  act,  or  as  of  their  circumstances  at  the 
time  of  the  trial? 

The  principle  seems  to  be  well  settled  that,  although  railroad 
companies  are  liable  for  injuries  resulting  from  thj  mere  negli- 
gence, omissions  and  malfeasance  of  their  agents  and  servants, 
occurring  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  employment  or  agen- 
cies, yet  such  liability  is  merely  to  the  extent  of  compensatory 
damages;  and  such  companies  are  not  liable  for  the  willfully 
wrong  or  malicious  acts  of  their  agents  and  servants,  done  or  com- 
mitted without  the  approbation  or  authority  of  the  principals, 
and  not  subsequently  adopted  or  approbated  by  them.  To  render 
them  liable  for  exemplary  or  punitive  damages  for  a  willfully 
wrong  act,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  the  act 
comphiined  of  was  done  with  the  authority  of  the  principal,  ex- 
])reft8  or  implied,  or  was  subsequently  adopted  by  the  defend- 
ant' 

Thus  in  Rhode  Island  it  has  been  holden,  that  in  an  action 
of  trespass  on  the  case  against  a  railroad  company  for  the  wrong 
or  tortious  act  of  an  employe  or  servant,  punitive  or  vindictive 


»  Hunt©.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  26  Iowa,  363,  374;  Pennsylvania 
Co.  V.  Roy,  102  U.  S.  451 ;  S.  C.  1  Am. 
and  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  225;  Belknap 
V.  Boston  &  Me.  R.  R.  Co.,  49  N.  H. 
y:»8;  Birchard  r.  Booth.  4  Wis.  67; 
(liicajJTO  City  Ry.  Co.  v.  Henry,  62 
III.  142;  Whitfield  v.  Westbrook,  40 
r!is8.  311.  See  Buckley  p.  Knnpp,  48 
Mo.  Vj2. 

2  Story's  Agency,  Sec.  450;  Turner 


r.  North  Beach  &  Mission  R,  R.  Co., 
1  Withrow's  Corp.  Cas.  202;  S.  C.  34 
Cal.  594;  Milwaukee  &  Miss.  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Finney,  10  Wis.  3^8;  Southwick 
V.  Estes,  7  Cush.  385;  Weed  r.  Pana- 
ma R.  R.  Co.,  17  N.  Y.  362;  Wells  r. 
N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co..  24  N.  Y.  183; 
Wright  V,  Wilcox,  19  Wend.  343; 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.  r. 
Arras,  91  U.  S.  489,  6  Am.  Ry.  Itep. 
612. 
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damages  can  not  be  given  against  the  company,  unless  tliere  is 
proof  to  implicate  it^  and  make  it  ^^particeps  criminis^^  to  tlie 
agent's  act.  If  from  tlie  evidence  the  principal  be  involved  in 
the  servant's  fault  in  such  manner  as  to  amount  to  a  ratification 
thereof,  then  whatever*  damages  might  be  visited  otherwise  on 
the  servant,  may  also  be  visited  upon  the  principal;  but  not 
unless,  as  above  stated,  the  act  be  in  some  manner  bruught  home 
to  the  defendant  itself.^ 

If,  however,  the  willfnl  or  malicions  act  of  the  agent  or  serv- 
ait  be  committed  in  the  ordinary  discharge  of  the  agent  or 
servant's  duty,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  result  in  or  cause  tlie 
breach  of  a  contract  resting  on  the  company,  then  for  such 
breach  of  contract  the  company  will  be  held  lial)le,  notwitli- 
standing  the  breach  thereof  yras  brouu^ht  about  by  tlie  malice  of 
the  employe;  for  in  such  case,  the  company  being  bound  to  per- 
form their  urdertaking,  it  is  no  excuse  tliat  the  malicious  con- 
duct of  others,  much  leas  of  their  own  servant  or  agent,  hns 
prevented  its  fulfillment'  Thus,  where  the  conductor  willfully 
and  maliciously  delayed  a  passenger  train,  whereby  apa-^seu'^er's 
contract  for  transportation  was  violated  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
pany, it  was  held  liable  for  compensatory  damages  for  the  breach 
thereof.* 

And  it  13  holden  in  Bealcy.  Railway  Co.,  in  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Iowa — Love,  Justice — 
that  punitive  damages  may  be  given  by  a  jury  for  injuries 
occasioned  by  the  gross  negligence  of  a  railroad  company  in 
employing  a  drunken  engineer,  although  there  seems  to  have 
been  no  evidence  of  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  company',  of 
the  dissipation  of  the  engineer.  The  court  say:  '*  A  railroad 
company  employs  a  drunken  engineer;  the  life  and  personal 
security  of  the  traveling  public  is  placed  in  his  hands;  the 
public  can  know  nothing  of  his  character,  and  if  an  accident 
occurs,  occasioned  by  his  negligence,  inattention,  or  misconduct, 
and  loss  of  life  or  limb  results,  the  company  should  be  held 
responsible  for  the  accident  thus  occurring;  not  only  in  com- 
pensatory damages,  but  in  punitive  damages   for  the  want  of 

» Hagan  d.  The  Providence  &  Woiv      24  N.  Y.  183. 
cesterR.R.  Co.,3Rhod.  Isld.  88.  'Wells  v,  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 

*  Wells  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,      24  N.  Y.  183. 
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tlie  exercise  of  care  in  the  character  of  the  employes  selected.*" 
In  this  coMi  the  court  seem  to  have  piaoed  the  liability  to 
)»iinitire  da: n ages  od  the  want  of  proper  care  in  the  selection  of 
the  CMijiiOje  whose  misconduct  occasioned  the  injnry. 

To  jwstitj  a  jury  in  finding  more  thafi  mere  compensation  for 
a  persijnal  injury,  they  must  find  from  the  evidence  that  there 
was  flairrant  misconduct  or  negligence  of  the  company  itself — 
not  such  merely  of  its  subordinates.  The  neglect  or  misnian- 
agemeiit,  to  justify  pnnitive  damages,  roust  not  only  be  that  of 
the  company,  as  contradistinguished  from  that  of  an  employe, 
but  must  be  so  gross  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  the  public  good 
that  smart  money  be  imposed  by  the  jnry.*  Otherwise  the  ver- 
dict must  be  merely  compensatory.  The  damages  allowed  for 
must  be  the  natnral  result  of  the  injnry,  not  conjectural,  or 
from  sympathy  or  prejudice;  but  are  to  be  present  and  prosj)ect- 
ive,  so  far  as  they  flow  naturally  and  directly  from  the  injury." 
Tlie  jury  may  consider  the  effect  of  the  injury  upon  tlie  plaint- 
iff's health,  his  limbs,  ability  to  labor  or  attend  to  business, 
expenses  of  medical  attendance,  nursing  and  loss  of  time;  and 
should  also  consider  his  remaining  ability  to  attend  to  business, 
by  way  of  aiding  to  ascertain  the  extent  and  permanency  of  the 
injury.*  It  is  not  a  question  of  what  one  would  run  the  same 
risk  or  receive  the  same  injury  for;  nor  is  the  plaintiff  to  have 
the  same  sum  as,  at  interest,  would  bring  him  the  amount  of  his 
yearly  loss  which  he  incurs,  for  in  such  case  he  would  not  only 
be  made  whole  by  the  annual  interest  for  life,  but  would  have 
the  principal  over  beside.*  But  the  true  rule  is  to  ascertain 
from  the  evidence  the  annual  loss  incurred,  either  permanently 
or  temporarily,  from  the  injury,  and  allow  such  sum  as  would 
be  the  value  of  the  sum  thus  lost,  for  the  residue  of  plaintiff's 
lifetime,  or  for  so  long  a  time,  if  temporary,  as  the  injury, 
judging  from  the  evidence,  will  remain.  Thus,  if  the  injury 
amount  to  one  hundred  dollars  a  j'ear,  then  the  question  is, 

*  Beale  v.  Railway  Co.,   1   Dillon's      Lundin,  3  Col.  94. 

C.  C.  R..  568.  » Acxerson  r.  The  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  3 

*  Ackerson  v.  The  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  3      Vrooni  (N.  J.).  254. 

Vroom  (N.  J.),  254;  Edelmann  r.  St.  *Ackerson    p.    The    Erie  Ry.  Co., 

L'  11  is  Transfer  Co.,  3  Mo.  A  pp.  503;  supra. 

('nion  Vw:.   R.   R.  Co.  v.  Hause,  1  *Ackerson  v.  The  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  3 

Wyom.  27;    Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Vroom  (N.  J.),  254. 
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what  sum,  according  to  the  life  and  annuity  tables,  and  the  ao^e 
and  prospects  of  life  of  the  plaintiff,  is  the  present  value  of  this 
annual  loss  to  the  plaintiff,  for  and  during  his  prospective  life- 
time, or  such  less  time  as  the  evidence  may  require.* 

*In  an  action  brought  by  a  passenger  on  a  railroad  against 
the  company,  for  a  personal  injury  received  upon  the  car 
during  transit,  it  is  not  a  sufficient  plea  or  defense  that  the 
injury  was  received  by  the  plaintiff  whilst  he  was  standing  on 
the  platform  of  the  car,  outside  thereof,  while  it  was  moving, 
''  wherefore  defendant  says  that  the  injury  sustained  by  the 
plaintiff  was  the  result  of  his  own  carelessness,  in  being  in  an 
improper  place;"'  but  the  plea  should  also  state,  and  the  evi- 
dence show,  that  he  was  unnecessarily  there,  of  his  own  careless- 
ness; that  the  place  was  one  of  danger;  and  that  the  injury  was 
received,'  or  contributed  to,  by  reason  of  his  said  carelessness  in 
being  thus  in  such  a  dangerous  place.  His  carelessly  being 
there  is  no  defense,  unless  it  contributed  to  the  injury.  • 

10.  Injury  incurred  from  riding  out  of  place. — A  person  rid- 
ing on  a  railroad  train,  who  is  not  concerned  in  operating  the 
same,  nor  in  any  manner  constrained  by  the  company  in  his 
conduct  thereon,  who  of  his  own  free  will  f^,ssumes  to  leave  the 
car  and  ride  upon  an  engine,  and  is  injured  by  an  accident  oc- 
curring whilst  thus  riding,  is  guilty  of  contributory  negligence, 
if  it  appears  that  no  injury  would  probably  have  resulted  to  hiin 
in  the  car;  and  being  so  guilty  of  want  of  care  on  his  part,  he 
can  not  recover,  although  the  accident  in  which  he  receives  the 
injury  may  have  occurred  by  reason  of  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  railroad  company.' 

So,  though  riding  upon  the  platform  of  a  moving  car  is  ordi- 


^Ackerson  v.  The  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  3 
Vroom  (N.  J.),  254. 

^Lafayette  &  Indianapolis  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Sims,  27  Ind.  59. 

•Doggett  V.  The  IJl.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
34  Iowa,  284.  And  so  as  to  a  passen- 
ger riding  in  the  baggage  car:  Ken- 
tucky Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Thomas.  79 
Ky.  ieO;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.Cas. 
79;  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lang- 
don.  92  Penn.  St.  21;  S.  C.  1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Caa.  87.  An  employe,  trav- 


eling as  a  passenger  to  and  from  his 
home,  is  presumed  to  have  knowledge 
of  a  rule  against  such  riding  out  of 
place,  which  is  conspicuously  posted 
in  the  train  used  by  him:  Penn.  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Langdon.  A  conductor  can  not 
license  paj^sengers  to  violate  such  rule: 
Ihid.  See  this  case,  also,  as  to  the  dis- 
tinction between  regulations  estab- 
Kfihed  for  the  convenience  of  the  com- 
pany, and  those  for  the  safety  of  pas- 
sengers. 
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narily  negligence  in  a  passenger,'  yet  if  there  be  no  room  ins'rle 
the  car,  and  pa}'  is  received,  or  a  ticket  taken  np,  for  the  privilege 
of  occupying  snch  position,  and  the  train  stop  and  take  a  passen- 
ger on  nnder  such  circumstances,  and  afford  him  no  inside  ac* 
commodation,  it  may  amount  to  an  invitation  to  ride  in  that 
place,  and  an  implied  assurance  that  it  is  a  snitable  and  safe 
place  to  occu])y,  and  that  he  will  while  there  be  safely  carried. 
These  circumstances  are  for  the  consideration  of  the  jur^', 
more  especially  when  connected  with  a  conflict  of  testimony  as 
to  the  negligence  of  the  defendant  in  bringing  about  the  in- 
jury.' 

And  where  a  foreigner,  who  understood  the  English  language 
imperfectly,  and  was  also  hard  of  hearing,  traveling  in  the  ca- 
boose car  of  a  freight  train,  stepped  out  on  the  platform  upon  the 
train  stopping  at  a  station,  and  was  there  injured  by  a  collision, 
it  was  held  that  although  he  was  called  to,  and  resisted  an  at- 
terApt  to  drag  him  from  the  train,  he  was  not  guilty  of  contrii- 
utory  negligence,  as  it  was  evident  he  did  not  understand  the 
warning,  or  the  purpose  of  the  efforts  to  save  him.*  It  would  be 
for  the  jury  to  determine  whether,  although  he  saw  the  approach- 
ing train,  he  had  any  reason  to  apprehend  a  collision.*  While  a 
train  is  standing  still,  a  platform  is  not,  jper  se^  a  dangerous 
place,  and  a  passenger  has  a  right  to  presume  that  due  care  will 
be  exercised  to  prevent  a  collision,* 

11.  Injury  to  minor  child. — At  common  law,  a  mother  has 
no  right  of  action  for  injuries,  resulting  from  mere  negligence, 
to  her  minor  child.  Thev  do  not  stand  to  each  other  in  the  reia- 
tion  of  mistress  and  servant.  She  is  not,  as  is  a  father,  bound 
for  his  support.'  In  the  language  of  Woodward,  C.  J.:  *' A 
father  is  bound  by  law  to  support  and  educate  his  children,  and 
is  entitled  to  the  correlative  right  of  service;  but  a  mother  not 
being  bound  to  the  duty  of  maintenance,  is  not  entitled  to  the 
correlative  right  of  service."     The  relation  of  mistress  and  serv- 

» aark  V.  Eigrhth  Avenue  R.  R.  Co.,  *  Walter  v.  C,  D.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co., 

36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiffany),  135.  supra, 

'  Clark  1?.  Eigrhth  Avenue  R.  R.  Co.,  •Fairmount    &    Arch  Street  Pa.«s. 

J6  N.  Y.  (9  Tiffany),  1^5.  Railway  Co.  v    Stutler,  54  Penn.  St. 

•Walter  v.  C,  D.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  875;  The   Pittsburgh.  Fort  Wayne  & 

:J9  Ta.  33,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  78.  Chicago  Ry.   Co.  r.  Vining's  adin'r, 

^Ibid.  27  Ind.  613. 
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ant  between  them  can  only  exist  as  it  does  between  strangers 
in  blood — that  is,  by  contract,  express  or  implied;  except  that 
possibly  less  evidence  might  be  sufficient  to  establish  it.^ 
The  action  for  such  injury,  if  predicated  on  the  loss  of  serv- 
ice, and  the  relation  of  master  and  servant  in  law,  must  be  by 
the  father,  if  living;'  if  the  father  be  not  living,  and  there  be 
no  such  relation  of  any  one  as  master  by  contract,  then  no  such 
action  will  lie,  for  the  obvious  reason  tiiat  no  one  is  entitled  to, 
or  has  lost,  the  service  of  the  minor.  But  it  does  not  follow 
therefrom  that  no  action  for  the  injury  will  lie.  On  the  con- 
trary, an  action  will  lie  in  behalf  of  the  minor  child  thus  injured, 
for  not  only  the  pain,  sufifering,  and  expense  of  cure  incurred, 
but  also  for  suitable  prospective  damages  for  inability  or  inca- 
pacity occasioned  thereby  to  provide  for  the  necessities  and  meet 
the  exigencies  of  life.' 

Such  is  the  ruling  at  common  law  in  Pennsylvania.  But, 
in  the  same  state,  an  action  in  behalf  of  the  mother  is  expressly 
given  by  statute,  when  the  injury  results  in  the  death  of  the 
child.*  The  sttitute  act  of  26  April,  1856,  Purd.  754,  declares 
that  the  "persons  entitled  to  recover  damages  for  any  injury 
causing  death  shall  be  tlie  husband,  widow,  children  or  parents 
of  the  deceased,  and  no  other  relative."*  This  right  of  action 
given  to  the  widow  includes  the  right  to  such  compensatory 
damages  as  a  court  and  jury,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances, 
shall  deem  reasonable.  The  measure  of  damages  is  to  be  com- 
puted, in  a  suit  by  the  mother,  by  the  same  standard  as  if  in  a 
suit  by  the  father;  that  is,  by  the  pecuniary  loss.* 

12.  Injury  from  mob  violence. — A  railroad  company  is  not 
liable  in  an  action,  at  the  suit  of  a  passenger,  for  injuries  received 


'Fairmount  &  Arch  Street  Pass. 
Railway  Co.  v.  Stutler,  54  Penn.  St. 
375,  378.  But  in  cases  where  death 
results  from  the  injury,  an  action  is 
given  to  the  mother,  or  other  relatives, 
by  statute,  in  Pennsylvania:  Penn.  R. 
R,  Co.  V.  Bantom,  54  Penn.  St.  495; 
and  80  in  other  states:  See  ante^  chap. 
11. 

^Fairmount  &  Arch  Street  Paaa. 
R. W.  Co.  r.  Stutler,  54  Penn.  St.  375. 

•Fairmount  &  Arch    Street   Pass. 
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R.  W.  Co.  V.  Stutler,  54  Penn.  St.  375. 
And  this,  too,  although  a  recovery  be 
had  by  the  father,  as  for  loss  of  serv- 
ice, and  expenses  and  cost  of  nursing 
and  medical  attention:    Ibid. 

*  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Bantom, 
54  Penn.  St.  495.  See  Ohio  &  Miss. 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Tindall,  13  Ind.  366. 

'  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Bantom, 
54  Penn.  St.  495. 

•  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Bantom, 
54  Penn.  St.  495. 
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by  mob  violence  in  the  course  of  his  transportation  on  its  cars 
it*  without  the  power  of  the  company  to  prevent  the  same.  The 
duties  of  railroad  companies,  as  carriers,  do  not  include  the  ob- 
ligation of  providing  and  carrying  a  police  force  or  guard,  suffi- 
cient to  suppress  mobs  who  intrude  into  the  cars,  nor  to  suppress 
disorder  and  violence  amongst  the  passengers  themselves/  But 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  company  to  maintain  order  amongst  pas- 
sengers, and  to  prevent  the  intrusion  of  the  disorderly  upon  their 
passenger  trains,  as  far  as  within  the  power  of  those  in  control 
thereof,  and  to  make  reasonable  efforts  so  to  do;  and  for  omission 
so  to  do  they  may  be  liable.* 

13.  Injury  to  free  passengers. — A  passenger  going  free 
upon  a  ticket,  the  terms  of  which  provide  that  the  passenger 
'' assumes  all  risk  of  personal  injury,  and  loss  or  damage  to 
property  whilst  using  the  same  on  the  trains  of  the  company,^' 
is  nevertheless  entitled  to  his  action  for  injuries  arising  out  of 
the  negligence  of  the  company,  its  servants  and  emplojres. 
Such  a  provision  will  not  protect  the  corporation  from  the  result 
of  its  own  wrong  act  or  negligence,  if  the  injured  person  has 
himself  been  free  of  negligence  and  want  of  care  in  respect  to 
producing  or  contributing  to  the  injury.* 

Whether  the  services  of  the  company  in  transporting  a  pas- 
senger be  gratuitous  or  be  for  pay,  yet  if  the  company  under- 
take the  service,  and  accept  the  passenger  as  such,  it  is  bound 
to  use  due  and  reasonable  care  in  performing  the  duty  thus 
taken  upon  itself;  and  if,  by  the  omission  of  such  care,  a  pas- 
senger receive  an  injury,  he  himself  being  at  the  same  time 
free  from  negligence  or  want  of  care,  the  company  is  liable,  and 
must  make  compensation  therefor.* 


'Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chi. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Hinds,  53  Penn.  St.  512. 

« Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry. 
Co.  r.  Hinds,  53  Penn.  St.  512. 

'Gillenwater  v.  Madison  &  Indian- 
apolis R.  R.  Co.,  5  Ind.  339;  Indiana 
Cent.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Mundy,  21  Ind.  48; 
Wells  r.  N.  Y.  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  24 
N.  Y.  181;  Perkins  r.  N.  Y.  Central 
R.  R.  Co.,  24  N.  Y.  196;  Illinois  Cen- 
tral R.  R.  Co.  V.  Read,  37  111.  484; 
Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hopkins, 


41  Ala.  (N.  S.),  486;  Todd  r.  Old 
C>.lony  &  Fall  River  R.  R.  Co.,  3 
Allen,  18;  Rose  «.  DesMoines  Valley 
R.  R.  Co.,  39  la.  246,  9  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  7.  And  such  is  the  general  prin- 
ciple as  to  the  necessity  of  due  care 
on  Ihe  part  of  the  con^pany;  it  is  due 
alike  to  all:  Todd  v.  Old  Colony  & 
Fall  River  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Allen,  18. 

'*Phila.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  •. 
Derby,  14  How.  483;  Steamboat  New 
World  ».  King,  16  How.  469;  Todd  v. 


PERSONAL   INJUEY   TO   PASSENGERS. 


1107 


The  same  general  rule  prevails  in  Minnesota,  as  to  the  care 
required  in  regard  to  free  passengers.  There  is  no  exemption 
from  liability  from  the  fact  of  their  being  carried  free,  as  against 
the  negligence  of  the  company,  or  of  its  wanton  or  wrong  acts.* 
It  is  even  held  in  that  state  that  going  into,  and  being  injured 
in,  a  baggage  car,  in  the  course  of  a  journey,  is  no  defense 
against  the  suit  of  such  free  passenger,  as  being  contributory 
negligence  on  his  part;'  but  which,  we  think,  is  contrary  to  the 
general  rule. 

But  a  person  riding  on  the  express  car,  by  procurement  of  the 
express  messenger,  and  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  business 
of  express  messenger,  and  who  has  paid  no  fare,  but  is  suffered  to 
proceed  on  the  supposition  of  the  conductor  that  he  is  an  em- 
ploye in  the  business  of  the  express  company,  is  not  entitled  to 
claim,  in  case  of  injury,  the  benefits,  consideration  or  rights  of  a 
passenger,  and  can  not  recover  against  the  company  for  damages 
sustained,  if  the  company  and  its  servants  have  committed  no 
wanton  act  toward  such  injured  person,  contributing  or  causing 
the  injury."  And  emj^loyes  riding  free  upon  the  road,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  employment,  but  not  as  part  consideration  for 
services,  are  not  passengers,  although  they  may  not  be  at  the 
time   rendering  any   service   there   to  the  company.*    But   if 


Old  Colony  &  Fall  River  R  R.  Co.,  3 
Allen,  18.  But  if  the  stipulation 
expressly  exempt  the  company  from 
liability  for  ii^juries  caused  by  negli- 
gence of  the  servants  of  the  company, 
in  consideration  of  i'ree  passage,  then 
it  will  be  so  exempted,  except  the  neg- 
hgence  caosing  the  iiyury  be  that  of 
the  principal  managers  of  the  road 
themselves,  according  to  a  late  ruling 
in  New  York:  Perkins  i?.  The  New 
York  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  24  N.  Y. 
(10  Smith),  196.  And  in  Wells  r. 
The  New  York  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany, 24  N.  Y.  181,  it  is  held  that  a 
contract  to  exempt,  in  case  of  free 
passage,  the  company  from  "  liability 
under  any  circumstances,  whether  of 
negligence  of  their  agonts  or  other- 
wise," is  not  invalid  for  illegality, 
and  does  exempt  the  company  from 


injuries  caused  by  negligence;  but  not 
from  the  result  of  fraud  or  willful 
wrongs,  such  not  being  the  intent  of 
the  stipulation,  and  not  allowable  if 
stipulated  against. 

*  Jacobus  V.  The  St.  Paul  &  Chicago 
Ry.  Co.,  20  Minn.  125. 

*  Jacobus  V.  The  St.  Paul  &  Chicago 
Ry.  Co.,  20  Minn.  125. 

'^  Union  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  ».  Nichols, 
8  Kansas,  505. 

*  Higgins  V.  Hann.  &  St.  Joe  R.  R. 
Co.,  86  Mo.  418;  Seaver  v.  Boston  & 
Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  14  Gray,  466;  Rus- 
sell V.  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  17  N. 
York,  134.  See,  to  th&reverse  hereof, 
Gillenwater  v.  Madison  &  Indianapo- 
lis R.  R.  Co.,  5  Ind.  J339;  but,  as  we 
think,  contrary  to  the  current  of  au- 
thoritv. 


1108 


THE  LAW  OF  BAILWAT8 


riding  there  in  part  consideration  of  labor  performed  elsewhere, 
and  in  going  to  and  from  the  place  of  labor,  they  are  passen- 
gers, and  maj  recover.'  And  so  a  person  on  any  part  of  a  train 
without  authority,  that  is,  without  a  right  to  be  there,  is  not 
considered  a  passenger.* 

Where  a  shipper  of  live  stock,  or  drover,  receives  a  free  ticket, 
to  go  with  his  stock  and  return  on  a  passenger  train,  with  the 
proviso  that  he  assumes  all  risk  of  injury,  it  has  been  held  that 
the  pass  and  contract  for  shipping  stock  constitutes  one  con- 
tract, and  that  the  holder  is  not  a  gratuitous  passenger,  and 
the  company  is  liable.* 

The  same  rule  prevails  substantially  in  Delaware,  where  it  is 
held  that  althougli  a  drover  is  being  carried  free,  and  has 
released  the  right  of  recovery  for  injury,  being  so  carried  to  care 
for  liis  live  stock  which  is  in  course  of  transportation  by  the 
company,  yet  he  is  a  passenger,  whether  proceeding  upon  a  pas- 
senger or  stock  train;  and  that  though  nominally  supposed  to  be 
carried  free,  the  freight  he  pays  for  the  carriage  of  his  live  stock 
partakes  of  the  character  of  a  consideration  paid  for  his  own 
carriage,  and  he  is  entitled  to  recover  for  an  injury  caused  by 
the  negligence  of  the  company,  or  its  servants  or  employes,  unless 
he  himself  contribute  thereto  by  his  own  want  of  care;  and  that 
he  is  not  a  co-employe  of  the  company  with  such  other  servants 
or  employes.* 

14.  Injury  from  thrusting  arm  out  of  the  ^07indow. — The 
proper  place  for  passengers,  and  for  their  limbs,  during  transit,  is 
inside  the  car,  and  in  their  seats ;^  and  though  some  authorities 


^Fitzpatrick  v.  New  Albany  & 
Salem  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Ind.  (Porter),  436. 

2MoH8  V.  Johnson,  22  111.  633. 

^  Clevpland,  Painesville  &  Ashtabula 
R.  R.  Co.  p.  Curran,  19  Ohio  St.  1; 
Penna.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Henderson,  51 
Penn.  St.  315.  See,  also,  Smith  v.  N. 
Y.  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  24  N.  Y.  222; 
N.  V.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lockwood,  17 
Wallace,  357 ►  (  hio  &  Mississippi  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Selby,  47  Ind.  471,  8  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  177.  A  railroad  company  may 
limit  its  liability  for  the  carria«^e  of  a 
passenger  upon  a  drover's  free  pass, 
except  as  to  flfross  or  willful  negli- 


gence: Boswell  V.  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  5  Bosworth  (N.  Y.),  699; 
Bissell  V.  N.  Y.  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  25 
N.  Y.  442;  Poucher  v.  N.  Y.  Centi-al 
R.  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  263. 

*  Flinn  v.  Phila.,  Wiim.  &  Bait.  R. 
R.  Co.,  1  Houston  (Del.),  469.  But 
the  rule  of  contributory  negligence 
pri'vails  in  Delaware,  and  if  negligence 
be  shown  on  the  part  of  the  plaintitf, 
it  defeats  the  recovery:  lb.;  Lynam 
and  wife  f».  Phila.,  Wilm.  &  Bait. 
R.  R.  Co.,  4  Houston,  583. 

'  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Sickings,  5  Bush  (Ky.),  1;  Indionapo- 
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liokl  that  it  is  the  duty  of  railroad  companies  to  so  construct 
windows  that  passengers  can  not  thrust  out  or  expose  their  heads, 
hands  or  arms,*  and  others  hold  it  the  duty  of  the  company  to 
fr'ive  timely  notice  to  passengers  in  approaching  bridges  and  other 
dangerous  places,  as  a  co.idition  to  exemption  from  responsi- 
l>ility  for  injuries  there  received  by  exposure  of  the  persons  of 
]n\S6engers,'  yet  the  more  reasonable  and  better  established  doc 
trine  is,  that  passengers  who  expose  their  persons  or  members 
outside  the  car  windows,  do  so  at  their  own  risk,  and  are  guilty 
of  such  negligence  in  that  respect  as  will,  if  injured,  prevent  a 
recovery  for  the  injury.'  As  to  the  supposed  duty  of  warning 
passengers  in  approaching  bridges  or  other  dangerous  place?, 
the  unreasonableness  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  it  would 
involve  an  impossibility  where  there  are  several  cars  in  a  train, 
as  the  conductor  can  not  be  in  all  of  them  at  once,  and  the 
rapidity  of  transit  is  usually  such  as  to  prevent  his  passing 
from  one  to  another  in  time  to  give  timely  notice  of  the 
a])proach  to  such  places. 

Although,  by  the  weight  of  authority,  as  well  as  reason,  the 
principle  is  well  settled  that  a  passenger  is  bound  to  keep  him- 
self and  his  limbs  within  the  car,  and  may  not  recover  if  he  im- 
prudently thrust  his  arm  out  at  a  window,  and  thereby  receive 
an  injury,  yet  there  are  respectable  authorities  to  the  effect  that 
this  principle  is  inapplicable  to  roadways  which  are  so  narrow 
as  to  endanger  projecting  limbs;*  but  to  our  mind  this  doc- 
trine is  tantamount  to  saying  the  passenger  may  extend  his 
limbs  outside  the  cars  at  the  cost  of  the  company,  when  there  is 
danger,  but  keep  them  inside  where  there  is  no  danger  to  incur 


lis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Rutherford,  29 
Ind.  82;  Todd  v.  Old  Colony  &  Fall 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Allen,  18;  Same 
r.  Same,  7  Allen,  207;  Pittsburg  & 
Connellsville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McClarg,  56 
Penn.  St.  294. 

*  New  Jersey  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kennard, 
21  Penn.  St.  '203;  Indianapolis  &  Cin- 
cinnati R.  R..Co.  V.  RiHherford,  29 
Ind.  82. 

*  Laing  v.  Colder  and  others,  8  Penn. 
St.  (8  Barr),  479. 

*  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co. 


V.  Sickings,  5  Bush  (Ky.),  1;  Todd  v. 
Old  Colony  &  Fall  River  R.  R.  Co.,  3 
Allen,  18;  S.  C.  7  Allen,  207;  Pitts- 
burg &  Connellsville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  An- 
drews, 39  Md.  329;  Same  v.  McClurg, 
supra.  But  see  Spencer  v.  Milw.  & 
Prairie  du  Chien  R.  R.  Co.,  17  Wis. 
487;  Miller  ».  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.,  5 
Mo.  App.  471. 

*  New  Jersey  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Kennard, 
21  Penn.  St.  (9  Hams),  203;  Chicago 
&  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Pondrom,  51 
111.  333. 


1110 


TITE   LAW   OF   KAILWATSL 


l>y  potting  them  ont.  These  cases  are  repadiated,  as  a^rainst 
current  anthoritj.*  The  better  doctrine  is,  that  a  passenger  can 
not  recover  for  an  injnrj  received  by  thrusting  his  arm  ont  of 
the  window  of  tlie  car  whilst  the  train  is  moving,  the  company 
not  Ijeing  gnilty  of  any  negligence.  The  Supreme  Court  of 
Indiana  say  that  a  carrier  is  not  bound  to  imprison  his  passen- 
gers to  insure  their  safety,  and  moreover  is  not  bound  to  bar 
the  windows  in  such  manner  as  to  render  it  out  of  the  passen- 
ger's power  to  injure  himself;  that  sucli  is  the  weight  of  author- 
ity, and  that  the  case  of  New  Jersey  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kennard,  21 
Penn.  St  203,  to  the  contrary,  is  not  to  be  relied  on.* 

In  the  case  cited  from  3  Allen,  the  court  say:  "  Certainly,  if 
it  is  a  want  of  due  care  to  attempt  to  leave  a  car  when  the  train 
is  in  motion,  although  going  at  a  slow  rate  of  speed,  as  has  been 
heretofore  determined  by  this  court,  it  is  no  less  a  want  of  proper 
care  to  ride  in  a  car  with  an  arm  or  leg  exposed  to  collision 
a^^ainst  passing  trains,  or  the  necessary  structures  on  the  sides 
of  the  track.  Xor  was  it  the  province  of  the  jury  to  determine, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  whether  the  plaintiff  used  due  and  reasonable 
care,  if  it  was  proved  that  his  arm,  or  a  portion  of  it,  was  outside 
of  the  window  at  the  time  of  the  accident."  That  court  also  lay 
down  the  rule,  in  the  same  case,  that  if  there  be  no  controversy 
about  the  fact  of  such  exposure,  and  that  the  injury  occurred  by 
reason  thereof,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  decide  on  the  legal 
effect,  and  to  say  to  the  jury  that  there  can  be  no  recovery.* 

15.     Injury  boarding   moiring  train. — Although  it  is  reckless 


'  Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Rutherford,  29  Ind.  82. 

^Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Rutherford,  29  Ind.  82.  Such,  too,  is 
the  doctrine  in  Massachusetts:  Todd 
r.  Old  Colony  &  Fall  River  R.  R.  Co., 
3  Allen,  18;  Todd  v.  Old  Colony  & 
Fall  River  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Allen,  207. 

•Todd  V.  Old  Colony  &  Fall  River 
R.  R.  Co.,  3  Allen,  18,  21,  22;  Lucas 
V.  New  Bedford  &  Taunton  R.  R.  Co., 
6  Gray,  64;  Gavett  v.  Manchester  & 
Lawrence  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Gray,  501;  Ga- 
ha^an  9.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Allen,  187.  In  Illinois,  however, 
where   the    doctrine  of  comparative 


negligence  is  followed,  it  is  held  that 
where  a  passenger  allows  his  arm  to 
rest  on  the  base  of  the  window,  and 
slightly  projecting  outside,  and  there- 
by has  his  arm  broken  in  passing  a 
freight  train,  the  negligence  of  such 
person  is  slight  compared  with  the 
negligence  of  the  company  in  permit- 
ting its  freight  cars  to  stand  so  near 
the  track  of  its  passenger  train;  and  a 
recovery  may  be  had  for  the  iiyury 
sustained:  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Pondrom,  51  III.  333.  See,  also. 
Spencer  v,  Milwaukee  &  Prairie  du 
Chien  R.  R.  Co.,  17  Wis.  487. 
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conduct  in  a  railroad  company  to  slow  trains  for  the  pnrpose  of 
admitting  persons  on  and  off,  yet  for  a  person  to  attempt  to 
board  a  train  while  moving  is  negligence,  and  as  such,  when 
contributory  to  an  injury,  it  will  not  only  preclude  a  recovery 
for  such  injury,  but,  there  being  no  dispute  in  regard  to  the 
facts,  a  plaintiff  will,  for  such  contributive  negligence,  be  non- 
suited.' 

But  it  is  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  company  to  bring  a 
train  to  a  stop  at  the  station  in  such  manner  as  to  induce  the 
passengers  to  believe  that  it  has  stopped  for  their  reception,  and 
then,  when  they  are  getting  aboard,  to  start  again  without  cau- 
tion or  signal;  and  this  whetlier  the  starting  were  necessary  or 
not,  and  whether  the  stop  was  an  actual  or  only  an  apparent  one. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  company,  if  the  passengers  are  not  to  enter 
the  cars,  to  warn  them  of  that  fact,  and  not  to  start  without 
caution  or  signal."  And  an  instruction,  in  such  a  case,  that  if 
tlie  plaintiff  acted  as  persons  of  common  sense  and  ordinary  pru- 
dence and  intelligence  usually  act  in  like  cases,  there  was  no 
such  negligence  on  her  part  as  would  prevent  a  recovery,  is  not 
erroneous.* 

16.  Injury  from  wrong  act  of  other  passenger. — There  is  no 
such  privity  between  a  railroad  company  and  a  passenger  as  to 
make  it  liable  for  the  wrongful  acts  of  the  passenger;*  but  if  a 
railroad  conductor  improperly  receive  in  the  cars  a  disorderly  and 
dangerous  person,  knowing  him  to  be  such,  or  finding  such  there- 
in,  omit  to  expel  him  therefrom,  under  his  police  powers  so  to  do, 
and  injury  be  committed  by  such  disorderly  person  upon  a  pas- 
senger, or  be  brought  upon  a  passenger  by  his  conduct,  the  com- 
pany are  liable  therefor.* 


*  Phillips  V.  The  Rensselaer  &  Sara 
toga  R.  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  (4  Sickela) 
177,  180,  182;  Knight  v.  Pontchar- 
train  R.  R.  Co.,  23  La.  An.  462;  Hube- 
ner  v.  New  Orleans  &  Carroll  ton  R.  R. 
Co..  23  La.  An.  492;  Harvey  r.  East- 
em  R.  R.  Co.,  116  Mass.  269,  7  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  463;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich. 
Southern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Roy,  5  Bradw. 
(111.),  82;  Galveston,  H.  &  S.  A.  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  L-Gierse,  51  Tex.  189;  Nolf^on 
V,  Atlantic  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  68  Mo. 
593;  Richmond  &  Danville  R.  R.  Co. 


V.  Morris,  31  Graft.  200. 

*  Curtis  V.  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  R. 
R.  Co.,  27  Wis.  158,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
868. 

» Curtis  V.  Detroit  &  Mil.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 

*  Pittsburgh,  Fort  WajTie  &  Chicago 
Ry.  Co.  V,  Hinds,  53  Penn.  St.  612; 
Putnam  v,  Broadway  &  Seventh  Ave- 
nue R.  R.  Co.,  55  N.  y.  (10  Sickels), 
108,  113. 

*  Putnam  v.  Broadway  &  Seventh 
Avenue  R.  R.  Co.,  65  N.  Y.  108, 113; 
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17  Injury  to  passenger  engaged  with  company  in  common 
illegal  purpose. — Persons  ens^aged  iu  a  coinmon  purpose  which  is 
illegal  or  criminal,  are,  in  respect  to  such  illegalitj  or  criminal 
intent,  in  paH  delictu;  and,  therefore,  if  one  incnr  an  injury 
from  the  negligence  of  another,  each  being  engaged  in  sucli 
illegal  project  or  purpose,  no  action  will  lie  for  the  injury. 
Hence,  if  an  organized  but  unarmed  body  of  men  enter  and 
travel  upon  a  railroad  train  with  intent  to  join  in  an  illegal  act 
or  rebellion  against  their  government,  and  the  railroad  company 
carry  them  at  the  credited  expense  of  those  claiming  to  wage 
» a  war  upon  the  government,  but  which  is  in  fact  a  mere  rebellion, 
and  one  of  such  passengers  be  injured  by  the  negligence  of  the 
railroad  company,  no  action  for  the  injury  will  be  sustained.* 
But  if  the  company  compel  one  or  more  of  them  to  pay  tlieir  fare, 
and  such  fare  paying  ones  be  injured  by  the  negligence  of  the 
company,  then  an  action  will  lie  for  the  injury,  forasmuch  as, 
in  respect  to  such  person  or  persons,  the  carrying  is  not  an 
illeoral  act." 

Where  the  injured  person,  or  person  suffering  the  loss,  and  the 
railroad  company,  are  mutually  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of 
an  unlawful  purpose  or  enterprise,  as,  for  instance,  where  the 
owner  of  a  slave,  who  is  traveling  with  him  as  his  servant,  is  one 
of  a  military  company  of  persons  in  rebellion  against  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  railroad  company  is  running  its  train  in  the  same 
interest — the  parties  are,  in  respect  to  the  injury,  in  pari  delic- 
tum and  there  can  be  no  recovery  for  the  loss  of  the  slave,  if  killed 
upon  or  by  the  train  in  the  prosecution  of  such  common  enter- 
prise.' But  if  tlie  circumstances  as  to  the  status  of  the  parties  is 
such  that  a  right  of  action  and  recovery  accrues  to  the  owner  of 
the  slave,  then  although  the  slave  be  regarded  in  law,  for  some 
purposes,  as  property,  yet  the  carrier  thereof  does  not,  in  respect 
to  such  slave,  become  an  insurer,  as  is  the  case  in  regard  to  ordi- 
nary goods  and  chattels;  but  the  person  of  the  slave  is  regarded, 
whilst   in  course  of  transportation,  more  in  the  character  of  a 

New  Orleans,  St.  Louis  &  Chicago  R.  *  Redd  p.  The  Muscogee  R.  R.  CJo., 

R.  Co.  V.  Burke,  53  Miss.  200,  9  Am.  48  Geo.  102. 

Ry.  Rep.  308.  »  Wallace  r.  CaTinon,  38  Geo.   199; 

^  Redd  V.  The  Muscogee  R.  R.  Co.,  Muscogee  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Redd,  54  Geo. 

48  Geo.  lo2.  83;  and  same  case,  48  Geo.  102. 
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passenger,  and  liability  for   injury  to  him   is  to  be  tested  rather 
by  the  rules  that  apply  to  injuries  to  passengers.' 

In  disposing  of  the  question  of  negligence  in  such  case,  the 
starting  of  the  train  by  which  the  injury  is  caused,  at  an  un- 
usual speed,  and  without  the  ordinary  signal,  may  be  considered, 
if,  from  the  manner  of  the  injury,  it  be  material.' 

18.  Injury  from  Joint  negligence  of  two  companies. — For  an 
injury  received  on  a  train  of  a  company  using  a  railroad  in  com- 
mon with  another  company,  the  passenger  has  his  remedy 
against  the  company  upon  whose  train  he  was  injured,  he  being 
a  passenger  thereon  at  the  time,  although  the  injury  is  the  result 
of  the  joint  negligence  of  the  two  different  companies,  in  so  run- 
ning or  stopping  of  trains  as  to  cause  a  collision,  resulting-in  the 
injury.*  In  the  language  of  Colt,  J.,  "  it  is  no  answer  to  an  ac- 
tion by  a  passenger  against  a  carrier,  that  the  negligence  or 
trespass  of  a  third  party  contributed  to  the  injury."* 

If  the  companies  are  partners  in  the  profits  of  the  road,  or  are 
jointly  guilty  of  negligence,  they  are  both  liable.' 

19.  Injury  to  passengers  on  freight  trains. — Where  none  of  a 
company's  freight  trains  have  been  or  are  used  for  carrying 
passenirers,  and  the  passenger  carriage  has  been  confined  ex- 
clusively to  the  passenger  trains  proper,  then  a  person  thrust- 
ing himself  upon  a  freight  train  is  there  as  an  intruder, 
and  can  not  claim  the  rights  of  a  passenger.'  If  he  be 
injured  thereon,  he  can  not  recover  as  against  the  company, 
unless  the  injury  be  wantonly  caused  by  it,  or  by  its  employes 
in  the  course  of  their  employment  toward  such  person.'  But 
when  freight   trains,  or  some  of  them,  are  accustomed  to  carry 

'  Mitchell  V,  Western    &    Atlantic         '  Foulkes  v.  Metropolitan  Dist.  Ry. 

R.  R.  Co.,  30   Geo.  22;  Muscogee  R.  Co.,  Law.  Rep.  5  C.  P.  Div.  157;  S.  C. 

R.  Co.  f.  Redd,  54  Geo.  33;  Same  case,  4  Id.    267;    Peters   v,    Rylands,   20 

48  Geo.  102.  •  Penn.  St.  497;  Barter  r.  Wheeler,  49  * 

'  Mitchell  V.  Western  &  Atlantic  R.  N.  H.  9;  Vary    v.  Burlinjrton,  Cedar 

R.  Co.,  30  Geo.  22.  Rapids    &  Mo.  River   R.  R.  Co.,  42 

•  Eaton  r.  The  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  la.  246. 

R.  Co.,  11  Allen,  500;    Sheridan    p.  •  Lucas  r.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  R. 

Brooklyn  City  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  36  W.  Co.,  3:3  Wis.  41;   Eaton  v.  Dela- 

N.  Y.  39;  Webster  v,  Hudson  River  ware,  Lackawanna  &  Western    R.  R. 

R.    R.  Co.,   38  N.  Y.  260;  Slater  v.  Co.,  57  N.  Y.  3S2,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  67. 

Mersereau,  64  N.  Y.  147.  ^  Lucas  v.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  R. 

*  Eaton  r.  The  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  W.  Co.,  33  Wis.  41. 
R.  Co.,  11  Allen,  500,  505. 
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passengers  for  pay,  and  a  passenger  enters  a  freight  train  to  he 
carried  for  pay,  though  he  may  have  no  ticket,  and  though  the 
course  of  such  train  as  to  carrying  passengers  may,  as  between 
the  employes  thereon  and  the  company,  be  such  that  passengers 
are  not  aUowed  thereon,  yet  such  person,  if  ignorant  thereof, 
is  entitled  to  be  regarded  as  a  passenger,  and  if  injured  with- 
out fault  on  his  part,  and  by  the  negligence  of  the  c-ompany 
or  its  employes,  the  company  is  liable  therefor.'  But  the 
right  to  be  so  regarded  as  a  passenger  in  such  case,  is  as  a 
passenger  upon  a  freight  and  caboose  train,  with  such  com- 
forts as  the  same  affords,  run  and  handled  as  such  trains  are  or- 
dinarily handled,  and  not  to  the  coniforts  of  passenger  trains.' 
The  fact  that  a  passenger  is  invited  to  ride  by  the  conductor 
makes  no  difference;  for  the  conductor  is  not  invested  with  au- 
thority for  such  purpose." 

20.  Injury  inflicted  on  cars  drawn  for  another  company. — A 
railroad  company  is  a  carrier  of  passengers,  within  all  the  mean- 
ing and  responsibilities  of  the  term,  when  carried  over  its  own 
road  in  the  car  of  another  company,  which,  by  an  arrangement 
with  such  other  company,  it  receives  and  draws  over  its  own  road 
with  the  passengers  therein.  It  is,  by  its  own  servants  and  con- 
ductors, in  full  control  of  such  car;  and  the  control  and  agency 
of  the  other  road  and  company  from  whom  it  is  thus  received,  is, 
under  such  circumstances,  wholly  withdrawn.*  Therefore,  in  case 
of  personal  injury  to  a  passenger  in  a  car  thus  drawn  for  another 
company,  under  such  circumstances  as  would  render  the  compa- 
ny liable  if  incurred  upon  a  car  of  its  own,  it  will  be  in  like  man- 
ner responsible.* 

21.  Pleadings  in  actions  for  personal  injury. — With  a  prop- 
er foundation  therefor  in  his  petition  or  declaration,  the  plaintiff 
may  show  by  proof  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  injuries,  his  suf- 
ferings, length  of  time  for  which  he  was  disabled,  his  expenses 
of  being  cured,  his  condition  in  respect  to  the  injuries  at  the 
time  of  the  trial,  and  the  prospective  condition  of  them  in  the  fu- 
ture; the  latter  of  which  may  be  shown  by  the  evidence  of  his 

'  Lucas  V.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  R.  suvrn, 

W.  Co.,  'S^  Wis.  41.  *  Schopman  v.  The   BoBton  &  Wor- 

«  Lucas   c.    M.   &    St.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  cester  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Cush.  24. 

supra ,  *  Hid, 

•  Eaton  V.  Del.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co., 
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mecllcal  attendant  and  other  medical  experts.'  But  the  pecnn- 
iary  or  social  condition  of  tlie  plaintiff,  and  whetlier  rich  or 
poor,  married  or  single,  can  not  be  given  in  evidence  to  the  jnry ; 
neither  of  these  can  shed  any  li;^lit  on  tlie  natnre  of  the  injuries, 
or  in  any  way  show  how  much  tlie  plaintiff  is  damacjed,  or  in  any 
way  enhance  or  diminish  the  amount  he  is  entitled   to  recover.' 

In  an  action  for  a  personal  injury  in  Massachusetts,  the  plaint- 
iff may  set  forth  several  distinct  causes  of  action  in  several  dis- 
tinct counts  in  his  declaration  or  petition;  and  so  he  may  set  forth 
one  and  the  same  cause,  in  different  manner  and  language,  in 
several  distinct  counts,  so  varied  as  to  more  probably,  in  some 
one  of  them,  meet  the  particulars  of  the  proof  expected  to  be 
given  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff.'  The  wrongful  getting  onto  a 
street  car  by  a  party  having  no  ticket  and  no  right  there,  if 
allowed  for  a  time  to  remain,  will  not  then  justify  his  forcible 
expulsion  under  dangerous  circumstances;  and  if  it  be  done, 
and  injury  results  from  it,  the  company  will  be  liable.* 

A  count  alleging  that  plaintiff  was  in  the  car  of  defendants, 
and  was  thrown  therclrom  by  the  carelessness  of  defendants,  is 
too  general.* 

22.  Liability  of  owner  oompany  for  injaries  inflicted  by 
another  company  using  road. — A  corporation  owning  a  railroad, 
and  permitting  other  persons  or  companies  to  run  engines  over 
and  use  the  same,  is  liable,  by  the  rulings  in  Georgia,  for  injuries 
inflicted  by  the  latter,  when  such  injuries  are  otherwise  of  a 
character  to  sustain  an  action.  The  law  will  not  absolve  the 
owners  from  their  charter  obligations,  and  subrogate  in  their 
stead  others  not  authorized  by  law  to  assume  the  same.*    The 


'  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  r.  Point- 
er, 9  Kansas,  620. 

'  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Point- 
er. 9  Kansas,  620.  629. 

•  Lovetfc  r.  Salem  &  South  Danvers 
R.  R.  Co.,  9  Allen,  557.  A  city  ordi- 
nance restricting  the  rate  of  speed  of 
railroad  trains  is  admissible  in  evi- 
dence, if  alleged  in  the  complaint. 
A  copy  need  not  be  filed  with  the 
complaint:  Madison  &  Indianapolis 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Taffe,  37  Ind.  361,  5  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  422. 

*  Lovett  V,  Salem  &  South  Danvers 


R.  R.  Co.,  9  Allen,  557;  Norris  v. 
Litchfield,  35  N.  H.  271;  Kerwhacker 
r.  Cleveland,  0.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Ohio 
St.  (N.  S.),  172;  Penn.  Co.  v.  Sin- 
clair, 62  Ind.  801;  Rounds  v.  Del., 
Lackawanna  k  Western  R.  R.  Co., 
64  N.  Y.  129;  S.  C.  3  Hun,  329,  and 
5Thomp.  &  C.  475;  McCartyr.  Del. 
&  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  17  Hun,  74. 

*  Central  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J.  r.  Van 
Horn,  38  N.  J.  133,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
36. 

•Macon  &  Augusta  R.  R.  Co  v, 
Mayes,  49  Geo.  355;   Abbott  v.  Johns- 
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case  here  cited  from  Georc^ia  was  not  one  in  which  the  company 
inflicting  the  injury  were  lessees  of  the  road,  but  a  case  in 
which  the  contractors  in  the  constrnction  thereof  were  suffered 
to  nin  trains  over  the  same,  and  the  injury  was  caused  by  one 
of  their  trains.  The  court,  in  their  opinion,  cite  Railroad  Co.  v. 
Winans,  17  How.  3y,  to  the  point  that  the  owners  can  not 
absolve  tliemselves  from  liability,  or  from  performance  of  obliga- 
tions, *' without  the  consent  of  the  legislature."  We  thereforo 
infer  that  the  rule  laid  down  in  Georijia  in  the  case  here  treated 
of,  would  not,  in  the  courts  of  said  states,  be  applied  to  cases  of 
injuries  caused  by  lessees  of  a  road,  if  leased  by  statutory  allow- 
ance or  permission. 

In  the  subsequent  case  of  Central  R  R  &  Banking  Co.  v. 
Perry,  in  ^the  same  court,'  which,  the  court  say,  is  unlike  the 
preceding  case,  it  is  said  that  in  such  case  each  company  must 
{)rotect  its  own  passengers  against  injury  by  the  other,  provided 
the  passenger  is  in  his  proper  place;  but  if  the  passenger,  by 
reason  of  his  want  of  promptitude  in  taking  the  train,  is  obliged 
to  pursue  it  upon  the  track,  the  company  whose  passenger  he 
is,  is  not  liable  lor  the  negligence  of  the  other  company. 

But  the  rule  of  liability  for  negligence  which  attaches  to  a 
carrier  by  rail  who  runs  a  passenger  car  upon  a  railroad  of  the 
state,  propelled  by  the  motive  power  belonging  to  the  state,  is 
t!ie  same  as  if  the  service  were  being  rendered  upon  a  road  of 
the  carrier's  own.  The  negligence  of  those  concerned  in  run- 
ning the  engine  or  conducting  the  train,  though  employed  by 
the  agents  of  the  state,  is  nevertheless  his  negligence,  and  he  is 
responsible  therefor,  as  if  the  servants  were  his.' 

23.  Injuries  receiired  in  getting  off  of  moving  train. — If  pas- 
sengers attempt  to  get  off  from  a  moving  train,  for  the  mere  cir- 
cumstance that  they  are  about  to  be  carried  by,  it  is  such  great 
negligence  and  want  of  care  that  no  recovery  can  be  had  for 
injuries  received  while  making  the  attempt.  If  the  train  does 
not  stop  at  the  place  of  their  destination,  or  stopping  there, 
does  not  give  sufficient  time  for  their  leaving  before  proceeding, 
tlie  passengers  should  remain   in   the  cars,  and  resort  to  their 

town,  Olovereville  &  K.  Horse  R.  R.  *  Peters  r.  Rylands,  20  Penn.  St.  (8 

Co.,  80  N.  Y.  27;  S.  C.  21  Alb.  Law  Harris),  497;   McElroy  v.  Nashua  & 

Jour.  193.  Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Cush.  400. 
» 58  Ga.  461,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  122. 
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action  for  being  carried  by  their  station.  They  can  not  remedy 
the  error  by  assuming  to  leave  the  moving  train,  except  when 
impelled  by  reasonable  fear  of  danger;  and  if  they  do  so,  and  are 
injured,  it  is  their  own  gross  fault,  and  they  can  not  recover.' 

And  in  a  case  where  a  passenger  (a  woman)  was  directed  to 
get  off  while  the  cars  were  in  motion,  but  the  evidence  was  con- 
flicting as  to  whether  tlie  direction  was  given  by  a  brakeraan  or 
one  not  employed  by  the  company,  it  is  for  the  jury  to  say,  even 
then,  whether  it  was  prudent  for  her  to  attempt  to  get  off;  and 
an  instruction  that  it  is  immaterial  who  gave  the  direction,  is 
erroneous.'  But  the  court  say  in  that  case,  that  if  such  direc- 
tion were  given  by  an  employe  of  the  company,  the  plaintiif 
might  assume  it  was  safe  to  alight;  but  not  if  given  by  another 
passenger.* 

It  may  be  negligence,  according  to  circumstances,  for  a  rail- 
road train  to  stop  short  of  the  station  in  the  night  time;*  and 
the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff,  in  getting  off  the  train  at  such 
a  time  and  place,  must  contribute  directly  to  the  injury.* 

24.  Injury  to  passenger  who  is  Improperly  off  the  train. — A 
railroad  corporation  is  not  responsible  to  a  passenger  for  a  per- 
sonal injury  received  while  oft'  the  cars  at  a  way  station,  other 
than  the  one  to  which  he  is  bound.  His  place  is  on  the  train, 
and  if  he  leaves  it  while  it  stops,  of  his  own  will,  without  induce- 
ments from  the  company,  its  servants  or  agents,  so  to  do,  and  is 
injured  without  the  fault  of  the  company,  he  can  not  recover.* 


"  Blorlgett  V.  Bartlett,  50  Geo  353; 
Damont  v.  New  Orleans  &  Carrollton 
R.  R.  Co.,  9  La.  An.  441;  Penn.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Aspell,  23  Penn.  St.  147;  111. 
Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Able,  59  111.  131; 
Gavett  V.  Manchester  &  Lawrence  R. 
R.  Co.,  16  Gray,  501;  Jefferson ville 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hendricks,  admr.,  26 
Ind.  228;  Same  v.  Swift,  lb.  459; 
Atchison  &  Neb.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Flinn, 
24  Kans.  627;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Engr.  R. 
R.  Cas.  240.  But  the  rule  seems  to 
be  otherwise  in  Missouri.  So  held, 
however,  in  a  case  where  a  mother 
was  about  to  be  separated  from  her 
child  by  the  train  moving  away:  Loyd 
V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co., 


53  Mo.  509,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  474. 

« Filer  v.  New  York  Central  R.  R. 
Co.,  59  N.  y.  351,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
111.  \ 

•  Ibid. 

*  Central  R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J.  v.  Van- 
Horn,  :J8  N.  J.  133,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
36.  But  see  Rose  v.  Northeastern 
Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.,  2  Exch.  Div.  248, 
19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  466. 

» Ibid, 
.  •Frost  V.  Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Co., 
10  Allen,  387.  See,  also,  State  v. 
Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  58  Maine,  176. 
But  see,  contra^  Jeffersoaville,  Madi- 
son &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Riley, 
39  Ind.  568,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  325; 
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But  a  person  having  a  ticket,  and  being  present  at  the  ieyjt 
to  take  the  train,  is  a  passenger,  thoagh  he  has  not  entered  the 
cars,*  and  the  company  is  bound  to  use  extraordinary  diligence 
to  secnre  his  safety,  and  ordinarv  dili<;ence  for  his  convenience 
or  accommodation;'  but  they  are  not  bound  to  such  extraordi- 
nary diligence  in  adopting  precautions  to  prevent  passengers 
from  being  left  by  the  train,  if  a  full  opportunity  is  afforded  the 
passenger  to  take  his  place,  and  he  is  nnnecessarily  late  in  so 
doing.*  Ordinary  diligence  in  this  respect  mnst  be  exercised  by 
both,  and  it  is  a  question  for  the  jury  whether  signals  given  i'oi 
this  purpose  are  sufficient,*  and,  also,  whether  under  the  circum- 
stances a  passenger  might  pursue  a  moving  train  to  get  on.* 

25.  Injuries  inflicted  cairyinf;  passengers  outside  of  chartet 
aatliority. — If  a  j-ailroad  company  engage  in  nndertakings  to 
carry  pa5seni:ers  outside  of  their  charter  authority,  or  by  a  differ- 
ent conveyance  or  line  of  conveyance  than  that  of  their  rail- 
road,  the  corjjoration  is  liable  as  common  carrier  for  injuries 
thereon,  and  can  not  set  up  that  circumstance  in  defense  of 
actions  for  such  injuries;*  for  whether  the  undertaking^  be 
tihni  vires  or  not,  the  company  are  liable  for  the  result  of  tlie 
ueijlii^ence.' 

26.  Injory  to 'servant  or  apprentice. — Doubtless  the  same 
rules  of  recovery  apply  to  the  case  of  an  injury  of  a  servant  or 
apprentice,  as  to  other  civil  actions  of  tort  which  are  allowetl  to 
the  master.*  The  adjudicated  cases  on  this  head  are  few,  how- 
ever.    It  is  held  in  a  late  case  that  the  relation  of  master  and 


Keoknk  yorthem  Line  Packet  Co. 
T.  True,  S8  Dl.  60S,  21  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  ^iTl.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
qjestioD  was  as  to  the  reas^mable- 
nesa  of  a  rule  requiring  passengers  to 
remain  apt3n  a  tx^at  at  stopping  places. 
It  was  held  not  reasonable. 

>  Central  R.  R.  *  Banking  Co.  r. 
Peny,  58  Ga.  461,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
1*22. 

*  Central  R.  R.  &  B.  Co.  r.  Perry.   • 
»  Central  R.  R.  &  B.  Co.  r.  Perry. 

♦  Central  R.  R.  &  B.  Co.  r.  Perry. 

*  Ibid. 

•  Hart  r.  The  Rensselaer  &  Sarato- 


ga R.  R.  Co..  8  X.  T.  (4  Seklen),  37; 
Buffett  r.  The  Troy  &  Boston  R.  R, 
Co.,  40  N.  Y.  (I  Hand),  l&S:  Ohio  & 
Miss.  Ry.  Co.  r.  McCarthy,  96  U.  S. 
2>S;  Grover  &  Baker  S.  M.  Co.  ». 
Mo.  Pac.  Ry.  Co..  TO  Mo.  672. 

^  Hart  r.  Tlie  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga 
R.  R.  Co..  S  X.  Y.  (4  Selden).  :rr;  Bis- 
sell  r.  Mich.  S.  &  X.  Ind.  R.  R.  Co., 
22  X.  Y.  2.>S:  Buftett  r.  The  Troy  & 
Boston  R.  R.  Co.,  40  X.T.  (1  Hand), 
lf>^:  Cary  r.  The  Cleveland  &  Toledo 
R.  R.  Co..  29  Barb.  :?5. 

*  Ames  r.  Union  Ry.  Co.,  117  Mass. 
541,  6  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  260. 
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apprentice  will  sustain  an  action  in  the  name  of  the  master  for 
injury  to  the  apprentice,  on  the  ground  of  loss  of  service.* 

27.  Injuries  while  traveling  on  Sunday. — Bj  violating  a 
statute  prohibiting  traveling  on  Sunday,  a  traveler  does  not 
thereby  put  himself  outside  the  protection  of  the  law;  and  a 
carrier  upon  whose  conveyance  he  takes  passage,  is  not  thereby 
relieved  from  his  ordinary  obligations  to  take  every  precaution 
.for  his  safety."  And  this  obligation  is  independent  of  any  con- 
tract, and  exists  where  no  contract  for  transportation  has  been 
made.'  But  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  have  the  question  whether 
he  was  ti-aveling  on  matters  of  "  necessity  or  charity,"  tried  by 
a  jury.* 

'  Ames  V.  Union  Ry.  Co.,  supra.  supra. 

'  Carroll  v.  Staten  Island  R.  R.  Co.,  *  Doyle  v.  Lynn  &  Boston  R.  R.  Co., 

58  N.  Y.  126,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  25.  118  Mass.  195,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  277. 
'  Carroll  v.  Staten  Island  R.  R.  Co., 
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1.  Duties  and  liabilities  to  the  public  generally. — There  is  a 
certain  degree  of  care  dae  to  the  public  at  large  from  those  using 
or  having  dangerous  articles,.*  machinery  and  structures,  not 
merely  in  the  manner  of  their  use,  but  also  in  the  keeping 
tliereof,  the  non-observance  of  which,  if  injury  result  therefrom, 
will  render  them  responsible  for  such  injuries,  if  they  occur  with- 
out fault  or  negligence,  contributory  thereto,  on  the  part  of  the 
injured  persons.*  Thus  where  a  railway  company,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  keep  their  road  bed  in  good  order,  in  the  street  of  a 
city,  suffered  the  same  to  be  out  of  repair,  by  reason  of  whicli 
an  injury  occurred  to  a  person,  it  was  held  that  the  cause  of  the 
injury  was  ]>roximate,  and  the  company  were  liable,  if  the  in- 
jured party  was  not  guilty  of  negligence.' 


*  Hayden  v.  The  Smithville  Manuf. 
Co.,  29  Conn.  548;  Ranch  c.  Lloyd  k 
Hill,  31  Penn.  St.  (7  Casey),  358;  Oak- 
land R.  W.  Co.  V,  Fielding,  48  Penn. 
St.  (12  WrifTht),  320;  III.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Phillips,  49  111.  234;  State,  use, 
etc.,  V,  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  & 
Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Md.  76,  18 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  253;  Keffe  v.  Milwau- 
kee &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn. 
207.  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  231:  Pittsburgh, 
Fort  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  'v,  Bing- 


ham, 29  Ohio  St.  364;  Quimby  r. 
Boston  &  Me.  R.  R.  Co.,  69  Me.  340; 
Wobum  r.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Co., 
109  Mass.  28^3;  Mellen  r.  Morrill,  126 
Mass.  545;  Nickerson  t?.  Tirrell,  127 
Mass.  236;  Grand  Rapids  &  Ind.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Martin,  41  Mich.  667. 

2  Oakland  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Fielding,  48 
Penn.  St.  820;  Veazie  v.  Penobscot  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  Me.  119;  Burritt  v.  City  of 
New  Haven,  42  Conn.  174;  Gale  r.  N. 
Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  76  N.  Y. 
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Where  one,  though  not  a  passenger,  is  injured  by  a  railroad 
train,  the  laws  of  humanity  require  tliose  in  charge  to  so  iar 
care  for  the  injured  person  as  to  place  him,  if  practicable,  in  a 
safe  place,  where  he  may  be  cared  for.*  And  tliough  the  injured 
person  be  apparently  dead,  if  negligently  removed  to  a  place 
whereat,  on  reviving,  he  dies  for  impossibility  of  being  cared 
for — as.  for  instance,  wliere  the  supposed  corpse  was  locked  up 
over  night  in  a  warehouse,  and  reviving  during  the  night,  died 
from  loss  of  blood  by  a  ruptured  artery — it  is  held  that  however 
innocent  tlie  company  had  been  as  to  tlie  original  injury,  that 
culpability  arose  from  such  subsequent  conduct  of  the  employes, 
and  that  they  were  so  far  the  company's  agents  in  that  respect 
as  to  hold  the  latter  liable  for  their  conduct.* 

2.  Injuries  resulting  from  careless'  using  or  keeping  danger- 
ous structures. — Thus  it  is  held  that  a  railroad  company  using 
a  turn-table  in  a  town  or  village,  or  other  populous  place,  unse- 
cured and  unguarded,  may  in  that  respect  be  guilty  of  such  neg- 
ligence as  will  render  the  company  liable  for  injuries  occasioned 
tliereby  to  an  infant  of  such  tender  years  as  to  be  incapable  of 
using  ordinary  care,  or  of  discriminating  between  danger  and 
safety,  who  intrudes  upon  the  same  and  is  injured  thereby,  al- 
though it  be  upon  the  private  grounds  of  the  company,  such 
premises  at  the  same  time  being  unenclosed  and  unguarded.' 


594;  S.  C.  13  Hun,  1;  Lyon  v.  St.  Lou- 
is, iron  Mountain  &  Southern  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Mo.  App.  516.  A  corporation 
which  is  both  a  railroad  and  a  mining 
company  can  not  be  made  liable,  under 
a  statute,  as  the  proprietor  of  a  rail- 
road, for  injuries  inflicted  in  iti*  min- 
ing operations:  Claxton  v.  Lexingrton 
&  Big  Sandy  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Bush,  636, 
17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  12. 

>  Northern  Cent.  R.  W.  Co.  v.  The 
State,  for  use,  etc.,  29  Md.  420;  Bait. 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  p.  State,  41  Md.  268. 

» Northern  Cent.  R.  W.  Co  v.  The 
State,  for  use,  etc.,  29  Md.  420,  441. 
In  this  case  tlie  court  say :  '*  To  contend 
that  the  agents  were  not  acting  in  the 
course  of  their  employment  in  so  re- 
moving and  disposing  of  the  party,  is 
to  contend  that  the  duty  of  the  defend- 

71 


ant  extended  no  farther  than  to  have 
cast  off  by  the  wayside  the  helpless 
and  apparently  dead  man,  without 
taking  care  to  ascertain  whether  he 
was  dead  or  alive,  or  if  a'ive,  whether 
his  life  could  be  saved  by  reasonable 
assistance,  timely  rendered.  For  such 
a  rule  of  restricted  reponsibility  no 
authority  has  been  produced,  and  we 
apprehend  none  can  be  found.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  the  settled  policy  of 
the  law,  *  to  give  such  agents  and  serv- 
ants a  large  and  liberal  discretion,  and 
hold  the  companies  liable  for  all  their 
acts,  within  the  most  extensive  rang  ? 
of  their  charter  powers.'  1  Red.  on 
Railw.  610;  Phila.  &  Read.  Railway 
Co.  V.  Derby,  14  How.  468,  483." 

« Stout  r.  The  Sioux  City  &  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  2  Di.lon's  C.  C.  R.  294; 
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And  tlicy  are  held  to  the  eame  liability  by  leading  an  excavation 
in  the  street  unguarded.' 

3.  Injuries  to  persons  on  the  track. — At  places  other  than 
crossings,  or  in  public  highways,  a  railroad  track  is  the  private 
property  of  the  company,  and  no  one  other  than  tlie  company's 
servants  or  employes,  in.tlie  necessary  discharge  of  duties  there, 
have  any  right  to  be  thereon;  and  more  especially  so  as  to  their 
using  the  same  as  a  thoroughfare  or  patl>way,  on  which  to  walk 
or  travel.'  And  though  the  company  may  not  wantonly  injure 
persons  thus  intruding  upon  and  using  the  same,*  yet  if  the  per- 
son be  an  adult,  not  known  to  those  in  charge  of  the  train  to  be 
deficient  in  discretion,  or  in  physical  ability  to  take  care  of  him- 
self, or  not  known  to  be  deficient  in  his  faculty  of  hearing,  and 
not  in  any  way  presenting  indications  of  being  disabled,  or  inca- 
pable of  taking  care  for  his  safety,  then  the  persons  in  charge  of 
the  train  have  a  right  to  conclude,  and  to  act  on  that  conclusion, 
that  such  person  is  in  possession  of  all  his  proper  faculties  to 
enable  him  to  do  so,  and  will  leave  the  track  in  time  to  save  him- 
self from   injury,  and  are  not  bound  to  stop  or  check  up  the 


Sioux  City  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stont, 
17  Wall.  657;  Kefle  v,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  207,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  231;  Eoons  v.  St.  Louis 
&  Iron  Mountain  R.  R.  Co.,  65  Mo. 
592;  Hydraulic  Works  Co.  r.  Orr,  83 
I'enn.  St.  332.  It  id  otherwise,  how- 
ever, where  the  turn-table  is  isolated: 
St.  Louis,  Yandalia  &  Terre  Haute 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Bell,  81  III.  76. 

» Hagran's  Case,  5  Dill.  96. 

^Finlayson  v.  The  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R. 
Co.,  1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  Phil.  & 
Reading  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hummel!,  44 
Penn.  St.  375;  Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne 
&  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Collins,  87  Prnn.  St. 
405;  Patterson  v,  Phila.,  Wil.  &  Bait. 
R.  R.  Co.,  4  Houst.  (Del.),  103;  S.  C. 
7. Am.  Ry,  Rep.  207;  Isabel  v.  Hnnni- 
bal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo. 
475,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rrp.  261;  Hazen  v. 
Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Gray, 
574,  580;  Metallic  Comp.  Casting  Co. 
V.  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  109  Mass. 
277;  Sweeney  v.  Boston  &  Albany  R. 


R.  Co.,  128  Id.  5;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng. 
R.  R.  Cas.  138;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Hetherington,  SS  III.  510;  McCarty 
V.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  17  Hun, 
74;  Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Ward,  4 
Col.  30.  But  see,  as  to  a  child  at  a 
station:  Hicks  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  430,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  273;  Penn. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Lewis,  79  Penn.  St.  33. 

•  Finlayson  v,  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  Patterson 
r.  Phila.,  Wil.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  4 
Houst.  (Del.),  103;  S.  C.  7  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  207;  Isabel  r.  H.  &  St.  J.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra;  Donaldson  r.  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  293,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  15;  Penn.  Co.  v. 
Sinclair,  62  Ind.  301;  Rounds  p.  Del., 
Lack.  &  West'n  R  R.  Co.,  64  N.  Y. 
129,  3  Hun,  329,  5  Thomp.  &  C.  475; 
McCarty  r.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co., 
17  Hun,  74;  Johnson  v,  Boston  &  Me. 
R.  R.  Co.,  125  MaFs.  75;  Morrissey  v. 
Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  126  Id,  377 
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train  on  his  account;*  bnt  as  a  matter  of  ordinary  prudence 
and  care,  it  is  tlieir  duty  to  sound  the  wliistle  and  ring  the 
bell,  as  a  warning  of  the  approaching  danger.' 

Yet  under  ordinary  circumstances  there  is  no  obligation  rest- 
ing upon  the  company  to  stop  or  check  np  their  train  in  ap- 
proaching a  person  thus  intruding  and  walking  along  upon  its 
track.'  As  exceptions  to  this  rule,  however,  if  the  person  be  an 
infant  of  tender  years,  or  a  person  known  to  those  in  charge  of 
the  train  to  be  deaf,  helpless,  or  infirm  in  body  or  mind,  or  is 
found  to  be  prostrate  on  the  track,  we  may  add,  so  as  to  present 


>Finla'  8on  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  Indianapolis 
&  V.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  McClaren,  62  Ind. 
566;  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Jones,  76  111.  311;  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dam- 
erell,  81  111.  450;  Mobile  &  M.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Blakely,  59  Ala.  471;  Tanner  p. 
Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  60 
Ala.  621 ;  Cogsw.  11  v.  Oregon  &  Cal. 
R.  R.  Co..  6  Oreg.  417. 

«  Finlayson  t?.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579.  But  see  Har- 
lan r.  St.  Loris,  Kansas  City  &  North- 
ern R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  480,  17  Am,  Ry. 
Rep.  800.  In  Tennessee,  by  statute, 
railroad  companies  are  required  in 
snch  case  to  sound  the  whistle,  and 
use  every  possible  means  to  stop  the 
train  and  prevent  the  accident,  and 
for  failure  to  do  so  they  are  absolutely 
liable:  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Connor,  9  Heisk.  19,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  368;  Hill  v,  Louisville  & 
Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Heisk.  823,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Kep.  400;  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville R.  R.  Co.  f».  Robertson,  9  Heisk. 
276,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9.  By  section 
1169  of  the  code,  the  burden  of  proof 
is  expressly  put  upon  the  company  to 
prove  its  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  statute,  and  necessarily 
that  it  has  requisite  means  to  be  thus 
employed,  and  to  show  that  its  road, 
machinery  and  equipments  nre  in  good 
o;der,  and  conform  to  the  present  state 


of  the  art:  L.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Con- 
nor, supra.  An  instruction  as  to  such 
duty  which  is  no  broader  than  the 
statute,  is  good:  Ibid.  A  slight  in- 
crease of  danger  to  passengers  is  no 
excuse  for  not  compljnng  with  the 
statute;  nor,  if  it  were,  would  em- 
ployes be  permitted  to  jsive  their  mere 
opinion  to  that  effect,  without  clearly 
showing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
danger  incurred:  Ibid.  The  statute 
must  be  strictly  obeyed,  whether  it 
seems  necessary  or  proper  to  the  court 
or  the  company,  or  not:  Ibid.;  Hill  r. 
L.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  And  even 
if  the  jury  find  that  the  accident 
would  have  happened  had  the  statu- 
tory precautions  been  observed,  it  will 
not  excuse  the  defendant:  L.  &  N.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Connor,  supra.  And  if  the 
plaintiff's  intestate  were  drunk,  still 
the  defendant  is  liable,  if  the  whistle 
was  not  blown:  Hill  r.  L.  &  N.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra.  This  statute  does  not 
apply  as  between  the  company  and  its 
employes  about  their  yards  and  sta- 
tions: Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Robertson,  9  Heisk.  276,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9. 

« Finlayson  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C  C.  R.  579;  Phil.  &  Read- 
ing R.  R.  Co.  V.  Huromell,  44  Penn. 
St.  375;  Mah^r  f>.  Atlantic  &  PaciBc 
R.  R.,  64  Mo.  267,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
231, 
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the  appearance  of  not  bcin*]^  in  a  condition  to  care  forliimsclt*  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  company  to  nse  such  care  in  running  their  train, 
if  practicable,  as  not  to  injure  snch  person.*  But  although  the 
orais.^ion  thereof  may  be  negligence  on  tlie  part  of  the  company, 
and  will  amonnt  to  a  want  of  ordinary  care,  no  recovery  can  be 
had  by  the  injured  part^',  or  for  account  of  his  injnry,  if  an 
injury  be  committed  under  such  circumstances,  witliout  inten- 
tional wrong  on  tlie  part  of  the  company;  for  the  injured  party 
being  thus  unautliorizedl}'  and  carelessly  upon  tlie  privat-e  track 
of  the  company  tinder  such  circumstances  of  danger,  is  guilty 
of  such  contributive  negligence  as  will  prevent  a  recovery.' 
And  so,  likewise,  of  comparative  negligence,  where  the  rale  of 
comparative  negligence  prevails. 

The  case  cited  from  1  Dillon's  Circuit  Court  Reports,  Finlay- 
son  V.  The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Company, 
was  an  action  brought  by  the  administratrix  of  one  Finlayson, 
who  was  killed  in  Lee  county  by  the  train  of  the  Chicago,  Bur- 


'  Finlayson  p.  C,  B.  &  Q  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  OTlaherty 
and  othere  v.  The  Union  R.W.  Co.,  45 
Mo.  70;  leaW  r,  H.  &  St.  J.  R.  R. 
Co.,  svpra;  Tanner  v.  L.  &  N.  R.  R. 
Co.,  suora;  Kenj^on  r.  N.  Y.  Cent.  & 
H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Hun,  479;  Colt  v. 
Sixth  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  3:3  N.  Y.  Superi- 
or. 1«9;  Ddnielfi  r.  Clegg,  28  Mich.  41. 
But  where  a  child  is  injured  while  at- 
tempting to  gret  upon  one  of  the  com- 
pany's cars,  upon  the  invitation  of  an 
employe,  there  can  be  no  recovery: 
Snyder  v.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R. 
R.  Co.,  60  Mo.  413,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
254.  Of  course,  where  it  is  impos- 
sible for  the  train  to  stop  in  time,  no 
negligence  can  be  imputed;  and  the 
question  of  negligence  in  this  respect 
is  for  the  jury:  Pennsylvania  R.  R. 
Co.  p.  Morgan,  82  Penn.  St.  134,  16 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  89;  Morrissey  v.  East- 
em  R.  R.  Co.,  126  Mass.  377;  Frick  v. 
St.  Louis,  K.  C.  &  N.  Ry.  Co.,  5  Mo. 
App.  435:  Schwier  v.  N.Y.  Cent.  & 
H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Hun,  572;  Wal- 
ters V.  Chi.,  R.  I.  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 


41  Ta.  71. 

>  Finlayson  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  Harty  r.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J.,  42  N.  Y.  468, 47  ; 
Maginnis,  adm'r,  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  & 
Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  52  N.  Y. 
215,  223;  Belief ontaine  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Hunter's  adm'r,  33  Ind.  335;  Chicago 
&  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  c.  Gre'.zner,  46  111. 
74;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Baches,  55 
111.  379;  North  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Heileman.  49  Penn.  St.  60;  Michigan 
Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Campau.  35  Mich. 
468,  15  Am,  Ry.  Rep.  314;  Donaldson 
r.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  supra.  And 
the  rule  is  the  same  as  to  an  employe 
on  the  track:  Mulherrin  v.  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  k  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  81 
Penn.  St.  366,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  456. 
See,  however,  holding  that  the  com- 
pany is  liable  for  ordinary  negligence 
under  such  circumstances:  Mui-phy 
V.  Chi..  Rock  Island  &  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.,  '38  la.  539;  S.  C.  45  la.  661;  Rich- 
mond &  Danville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ander- 
son, 31  Gratt.  812;  Kans.  Pac.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Cranmer,  4  Col.  524. 
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lin;,'ton  *&  Quincy  Railroad  Company,  whilst  lie  was  walking 
along  on  the  track  of  the  railroad.  The  deceased  was  not  an 
employe  of  the  company,  nor  in  any  manner  connected  with  the 
road.  In  passing  near  to  and  in  the  same  course  of  the  rail- 
road, he  walked  thereon  instead  of  using  the  ordinary  highway, 
froih  what  motive  did  not  appear.  Whilst  thus  walking  on  the 
track  he  was  run  over  and  killed  by  a  train,  which  approached 
him  from  behind.  The  court.  Miller,  Justice,  laid  down  the 
,law  to  the  jury  in  the  following  terms.  Among  other  things, 
he  said :  ^ 


*  **  In  this  caae  the  uncontradicted 
evidence  on  both  sides  is,  that  the  man 
who  was  killed  was  walking  on  the 
track  of  the  defendant  corporation 
along  the  same  course  the  train  was 
going  that  struck  and  killed  him,  and 
the  question  arises,  jirhat  degree  of 
precaution  or  care  a  milroad  company 
or  its  servants  are  bound  to  take  to 
guard  against  injuring  a  man  under 
such  circumstances. 

I  instruct  you  as  a  matter  of  law, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  officers 
of  this  corporation,  the  men  who 
had  charge  of  this  train,  had  a  right 
to  presume  that  this  man  was  a  man 
of  sound  mind  and  good  hearing, 
and  that  the  case  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered by  you  in  regard  to  the  dili- 
gence of  these  officers  as  if  he  were  a 
deaf  man,  known  to  the  parties,  nor 
as  if  he  were  a  child  which  the  parties 
could  see  was  incapable  of  taking  care 
of  itself. 

I  instruct  you  that  the  agents  of  the 
railroad  company  had  a  right  to  sup- 
pose he  was  such  a  man,  of  sound 
mind  and  sound  hearing,  and  that  he 
would  take  reasonable  care  to  protect 
himself  in  case  of  danger.  Under 
that  view  of  the  case,  I  further  say  to 
you  that  these  ri gents  or  officers  of  the 
company  were  bound  to  give  a  reason- 
able and  fair  notice  of  their  approach, 
when  they  found  that  the  man  was 
not  taking  slepi  to  get  out  of  the  way 


*-such  a  notice  as  would  reach  a  man 
under  ordinary  circumstances  of  good 
hearing,  and  who  had  his  attention 
alive  to  his  situation. 

If,  then,  you  believe  that  the  bell 
was  rung  and  that  the  whistle  was 
sounded,  in  time  to  enable  this  man  to 
get  off  the  track,  these  parties  are 
guiltless,  and  the  company  is  not  lia- 
ble. If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  be- 
lieve they  delayed  making  any  signal 
at  all  until  it  was  entirely  too  late  for 
him  to  get  off  the  track;  that  they, 
being  aware  of  his  presence,  delayed 
to  ring  the  bell  or  sound  the  whistle, 
until  he  could  not  have  stepped  aside 
and  saved  himself — in  that  case  there 
was  negligence  on  the  part  of  these 
employes,  for  which  the  railroad  com- 
pany ib  responsible.  And  I  further  say 
to  you  that  the  fact  that  in  the  place, 
and  at  the  time  where  this  accident  oc- 
curred, th»^re  was  a  noise  arising  from 
the  work  on  the  canal,  and  a  confusion 
arising  from  other  trains  running  along 
the  canal  bank  they  were  work  ng  on, 
which  might  be  confounded  with  oth- 
er trains,  and  that  this  fact  was  well 
known  to  the  man  who  was  killed, 
does  not  vary  the  matter.  That  waa 
reason  for  additional  care  and  diligence 
on  his  part;  for  knowing  that  he  was 
travelmg  along  a  place  where  there 
was  a  loud  noise  that  would  impair 
his  power  of  hearing  any  bell  from  a 
tiain,  or  a  whistle  from  a  train,  it  was 
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It  is  repeatedly  held  that  the  track  of  a  railroad  at  priva'e 
places  between  stations,  belongs  to  the  company  exciu&i\el\'. 
and  is  in  no  sense  a  public  highway  for  ordinary  travel.     All 


his  daty  to  be  more  vi^ant  and  more 
careful,  and  to  w.itch  closely  to  protect 
himself.  If  yoa  LdU  that  within  this 
definition  of  what  the  duty  of  the  rail- 
road company  was,  they  discharged 
that  duty;  if  you  find  that  they  blew 
the  whistle  in  time  for  this  man  to  get 
off— not  to  run  to  some  place  that  he 
might  choose  to  get  off — but  if  they 
rang  the  bell  and  blew  the  whistle,  in 
such  time  as  any  reasonable  man  of 
goo<1  hearing  could  have  heard  it,  and 
got  off  instantly y  without  deliberation 
or  trying  to  go  faither  to  select  a  place 
to  get  off,  then  the  defendants  are  not 
liable.  If  they  delayed  ringing  the 
bell  or  sounding  the  whistle  until  they 
were  right  on  him,  then  that  delay 
would  constitute  negligence. 

If,  howcTcr,  you  find  that  the  railroad 
company's  agents  were  guilty  of  negli- 
gence, there  is  still  a  further  inquiry  be- 
fore you  can  find  a  verdict  in  behalf  of 
the  plaintiff,  and  that  is  the  amount  of 
care  and  precaution  which  he  took  to 
avoid  this  accident.  I  lay  it  down  to 
yoa  that  he  had  no  legal  right  to  be 
on  that  railroad  track;  the  track  at 
that  place  not  being  a  crossing  or  any 
part  of  a  public  highway,  was  private 
property;  that  it  was  built  for  other 
purposes;  that  it  was  not  built  to  be 
walked  upon  by  the  public,  and  the 
fact  that  persons  did  walk  upon  it, 
however  frequently  and  however  com- 
mon, does  not  change  the  proposition 
of  law.  This  man  had  no  right  to  be 
there,  and  he  should  not  have  been 
there.  It  does  not  follow,  however, 
because  he  was  there  unlawfully,  that 
the  other  party  could  run  him  down; 
but  it  does  follow  that  he  being  on 
private  property  of  the  company,  on  a 
track  which  is  used  for   a   purpose 


which  is  dangerous  to  human  life,  well 
known  to  him,  that  he  being  in  a 
place  whore  he  ought  not  to  be,  that 
he  was  bound  to  use  every  precaution, 
every  diligence,  every  care,  again-t 
the  possibility  or  probability  of  any 
danger  which  might  happen  to  him 
there. 

This  was  his  duty,  and  it  was  im- 
perative; and  if  yon  find,  in  the  Inn- 
guage  of  one  of  the  counsel  for  the 
plaintiff,  that  he  was  going  along  the 
track  with  his  hands  in  his  pockets, 
his  head  down,  and  his  attention  ab- 
stracted from  everything  around  him, 
then  he  was  guilty  of  such  negligence 
as  forbids  recovery.  No  man  has  a 
right  to  go  upon  a  railroad  track  in 
such  a  place,  and  go  along  in  a  state 
of  abstraction,  carcless  of  what  might 
happen  to  him;  and  then  turn  around 
and  say  to  the  railroad  company,  how- 
ever negligent  they  may  have  been. 
You  are  responsible  for  my  safety. 
If  he  is  careless  himself,  it  can  not  be 
expected  that  the  railroads  can  be  made 
to  take  care  of  him,  and  pay  for  him 
if  he  is  killed.  Being  on  the  track, 
and  walking  in  a  direction  where  a 
railroad  train  might  o\ertake  him, 
reasonable  care  required  of  him  that 
he  should  be  vigilant  and  watchful  to 
discover  the  approach  of  any  train, 
and  especially  from  behind;  and  this 
vigilance  on  his  part  should  be  in- 
creased, from  the  iact  that  the  noise 
from  the  trains  and  the  blasting  on 
the  canal,  would  tend  to  prevent  his 
hearing  the  noise  made  by  the  ap- 
proach of  a  car  or  train,  or  its  bell,  or 
its  whistle."  Finlayson  v,  C,  B.  & 
Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579, 
582-584. 
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who  invade  the  same  without  authority  are  trespassers.  If  per- 
sons ride,  drive,  or  walk  thereoiK  even  at  sufferance  of  the  com- 
pany, they  do  so  at  their  own  risk  in  all  respects,  except  as 
aji^ainst  injuries  wantonly  inflicted  by  the  company,  itn  agents  or 
servants.  Such  intrusioYis  endanj^er  the  safety  of  passengers 
traveling  in  the  cars;  and  if  such  intruders  be  injured,  except  it 
is  by  the  wanton  act  of  the  company,  no  recovery  can  be  had  in 
their  favor;  and  sucli,  too,  is  the  law,  they  being  guilty  in  that 
respect  of  gross  negligence,  even  if  the  company  be  slightly 
negligent' 

And  it  does  not  matter  in  respect  to  such  intruders  that  t;he 
injury  occur  when  the  train  is  out  of  time,  for  the  rules  and  reg- 
ulations of  a  railroad  company  in  regard  to  the  running  of  its 
trains,  as  to  the  times  of  arrival  and  departure,  are  for  the  guid- 
ance of  its  agents  and  servants,  and  not  for  the  information  of 
tlie  public:  and  so,  likewise,  in  reference  to  the  distance  within 
wliich  trains  going  in  the  same  direction  may  approach  to  each 
other.'  And  it  is  not  a  circumstance  that  will  excuse  one  from 
the  effects  of  his  own  tlioughtlessness,  or  that  will  inculpate  the 
company,  as  to  an  injury  to  one's  person,  that  the  train  by  which 
the  injury  is  inflicted  is  y)roceeding  at  the  satne  time  within  a 
less  distance  of  one  just  ahead  of  it  than  the  rules  and  regulations 
allow.*  It  is  the  right  of  the  company  to  run  its  trains,  so  far 
as  outsiders  are  concerned,  as  close  together  ae  it  may  choose; 
for  the  use  of  its  own  road  is  its  riorht.  The  rejjulation  which 
prohibits  too  close  an  approach  to  each  other  is  for  the  protection 
of  the  company  itself  and  its  property,  and  those  whom,  or 
property  which,  it  carries,  and  is  not  a  rule  having  respect  or 
regard  to  those  who  travel  the  ordinary  highway,  or  others  not 
concerned  in  the  business  of  the  company,  and  who  are  not 
passengers  on  a  train.*  A  passenger  on  a  train  which  approaches 
too  close  to  another,  may  complain  of  the  breach  of  such  a  rule, 

*  Terre  Haute  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  300. 

Co.  ».  Graham,  46  rnd.  239;  Jefferson-  'Phila.    &  Reading:  R.   R.  Ox  v. 

ville,  Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Spearen,  47  Penn.  St.  (11   Wright), 

Co.  V.  Goldsmith,  47  Ind,  43;  Carlin  300. 

t?.  Chi.,  Rock  l8ld.&  Pacific R.R.  Co.,  *Phila.   &  Reading  R.    R.  Co.  v. 

37  Iowa,  316.  Spearen,  47  Penn.  St.  (11  Wright), 

"Phila.   &  Reading  R.  R.   Co,  v.  300. 
Spearen,  47  Penn.  St.   (11  Wright), 
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if  such  approach  causes  or  contributes  to  his  injury,  for  tlie 
breach  thereof  violates  the  duty  of  the  company  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  carry  him  safely.*  And  we  may  add,  that  it  is  not  the 
fiict  that  the  rule  is  broken,  in  such  case,  that  creates  liability, 
but  the  fact  of  approacljing  dangerously  close,  which  would  be 
equally  reprehensible  if  no  such  rules  existed. 

Where  a  foreman  or  trackmaster  of  a  railroad  company  em- 
ployed a  person  with  his  team  to  clear  snow  from  the  track,  and 
agreed  to  inform  him  of  the  coming  of  trains,  which  he  neglected 
to  do,  and  in  consequence  thereof  the  person  thus  employed  was  in- 
jured, the  railroad  company  was  held  liable.  It  was  held  that 
the  employe  had  authority  to  make  such  agreement  and  bind  the 
company  thereby,  and  having  made  it,  the  plaintiff  might  rely 
upon  the  promise,  and  upon  the  experience  of  the  foreman,  and 
M^ould  not  be  bound  to  the  same  degree  of  vigilance  himself,  as 
if  no  such  arrangement  had  been  made/ 

Where  a  release  of  damages  for  an  injury  is  set  up  by  the 
railroad  company  in  defense  of  the  action,  and  is  attempted  to  be 
impeached  for  fraud,  the  evidence  of  fraud  must  be  clear,  precise 
and  indubitable.* 

Different  rules,  it  would  seem,  apply  to  injuries  sustained  by 
persons  on  railroad  bridges  from  those  governing  injuries  in- 
flicted while  the  person  is  actually  on  the  track;  and  in  a  case 
where  a  child  was  killed  by  falling  from  such  bridge,  it  was  held 
it  was  not  necessary  to  prove  the  child  was  actually  struck  by 
the  train,  but  if  the  fall  was  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  the 
company,  it  was  liable.* 

4.  Injury  to  persons  crossing  the  track  at  crossings. — It  is 
the  duty  of  persons  crossing  a  railroad  track  in  public  highways, 
or  at  authorized  private  crossings,  as,  for  instance,  farm  crossings, 


'Phila.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  i». 
Spearen,  47  Penn.  St.  (11  Wright), 
300.  And  a  rule  prohibiting  freight 
trains  from  passing  between  a  station 
and  a  standing  passenger  train  is  in- 
tended for  the  protection  of  passen- 
gers, and  not  for  persons  carelessly 
walking  on  the  track;  and  a  failure  to 
observe  the  rule  will  not  render  the 
company  liable  to  such  person :  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern   R.   R. 


Ck).  V.  Hart,  87  III.  529,  19  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  249. 

*Bra«Jley  r.  New  York  Central  R. 
R.  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  99,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
160.  And  see  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Whittington,  30  Gratt.  805. 

'  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shay« 
82  Penn.  St.  198,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
462. 

*  McMillan  v,  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  R.  Co., 
46  la.  231,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  239. 
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to  keep  a  prudent  lookout  for  trains,  or  resort  to  otlier  prudent 
means  of  ascertaining  that  they  may  safely  cross,  and  if  a  train 
he  seen  or  Jieard,  or  ascertained  to  be  approaching^,  to  wait  until 
it  has  passed;  for  the  railroad  trains  are  entitled  to  the  right  of 
way  or  precedence  at  crossings.  If  a  person  attempt  to  cross  be- 
fore an  approaching  train,  it  is  at  his  own  peril.  The  company 
are  not  obliij^ed  to  stop  their  trains  and  yield  the  right  of  way  to 
persons  waiting  and  desiring  to  pass;  nor  will  they  be  liable  for 
injuries  inflicted,  unless  designedly  done,  if  they  have  merely 
omitted  to  stop  and  give  the  right  of  way,  provided  they  have 
carefully  observed  all  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  regard  to 
signals  and  other  conduct  at  such  crossintrs,  and  have  in  all  otlier 
respects  used  proper  care  to  avoid  an  injury  to  persons  about  to 


pass.* 

^  Warner  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  44  N.  Y.  465;  Weber  v.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  58  N.  Y. 
451;  S.  C.  67  N.  Y.  587;  Mitchell  p. 
Same,  64  N.  Y.  655;  Salter  v.  Utica 
&  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  75  N.  Y.  273;  S.  C. 
13  Hun,  187;  Cordell  i;.  N.  Y.  Cent.  & 
H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  75  N.  Y.  3;30;  S.  C. 
70  N.  Y.  119,  and  64  N.  Y.  53j; 
Adolph  V,  Cent.  Park,  N.  &  E.  River 
R.  R.  Co.,  76  N.  Y.  530;  S.  C.  65  N. 
Y.  554;  Elwood  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H. 
R.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Hun,  808;  Bunn  v. 
Del.,  Lack.  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  6 
Hun,  303;  Sutherland  v.  N.  Y.  Cent. 
&  H.  R,  R.  R.  Co.,  41  N.  Y.  Superior, 
17;  Chi.,  Rock  Island  &  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Houston,  95  U.  S.  697;  Grows  v. 
Me.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co..  67  Me.  100;  Nagle 
V,  Allegheny  Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  88 
Penn.  St.  35;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Sherman,  30  Gratt.  629;  Cleveland, 
Columbus,  Cincinnati  &  Indianapolis 
Ry.  Co.  V,  Elliott,  28  Ohio  St.  340,  14 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  123;  Penn.  Co.  «. 
Rathgeb,  32  Ohio  St.  66;  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Whitacre,35  Id.  627; 
Same  v,  Whittaker,  24  Id.  642;  Chi. 
&  N.W.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Hatch,  79  111.  137; 
Chi.,  Burlington  &  Quinc  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Uarwood,  80  III.  88;  Rockford,  R. 


I.  &  St.  L.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Byam,  Id.  528; 
Chi.,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Damerell,  81  111.  450;  Ills.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Hetherington,  83  111.  510; 
Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bocker,  ^4 
111.  483;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  Southern 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Sunderland,  2  Bradw. 
(111.)  3  j7;  Same  v.  Clemens,  5  Id.  77; 
Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Shuckman,  50  Ind.  42;  St.  Louis 
&  S.  E.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Mathias,  Id.  65; 
Penn.  Co.  v,  Sinclair,  62  Ind.  301; 
Spencer  v.  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  29 
Iowa,  55;  Artz  v.  Chi.,  R.  I.  &  P.  R. 
R.  Co.,  34  la.  153;  S.  C.  :38  la.  293, 
and  44  la.  284;  Benton  v.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  42  la.  192;  Langt?  Holiday  Creek 
R.  iS:  C.  M.  Co.,  49  la.  469;  Starry  v. 
Dubuque  &  S.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  51  la. 
419;  Haas  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.^ 
41  Wis.  44;  Brown  v.  Milw.  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  22  Minn.  165;  Solen  v. 
Va.  &  Truckee  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Nev. 
106:  Bunting  r.  Cent.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 
14  Nev.  351;  Fletcher  v.  Atlantic  & 
Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  484;  Leduke  v. 
St.  Louis  &  Iron  Mountain  R.  R.  Co., 
4  Mo.  App.  485;  New  Orleans,  Jackson 
&  Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co.  »;.  Mitch- 
ell, 52  Miss.  808;  South  &  N.  Ala.  R. 
R.   Co.  V.  Thompson,   62  Ala.  494; 
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1.  Duties  and  liabilities  to  the  public  generally. — There  is  a 
certain  degree  of  care  due  to  the  public  at  large  from  those  using 
or  having  dangerous  articles,*  machinery  and  structures,  not 
merely  in  the  manner  of  their  use,  but  also  in  the  keeping 
thereof,  the  non-observance  of  which,  if  injury  result  therefrom, 
will  render  them  responsible  for  such  injuries,  if  they  occur  with- 
out fault  or  negligence,  contributory  thereto,  on  the  part  of  the 
injured  persons.*  Thus  where  a  railway  company,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  keep  their  road  bed  in  good  order,  in  the  street  of  a 
city,  suffered  the  same  to  be  out  of  repair,  by  reason  of  which 
an  injury  occurred  to  a  person,  it  was  held  that  the  cause  of  the 
injury  was  proximate,  and  the  company  were  liable,  if  the  in- 
jured party  was  not  guilty  of  negligence." 


^  Hay  den  v.  The  Smithville  Manuf. 
Co.,  29  Conn.  548;  Ranch  v.  Lloyd  & 
Hill,  31  Penn.  St.  (7  Casey),  a58;  Oak- 
land R.  W.  Co.  V.  Fielding,  48  Penn. 
St.  (12  Wrirrht),  320 J  111.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.  t?.  Phillips,  49  III.  234;  State,  use, 
etc.,  V,  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  & 
Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Md.  76,  18 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  253;  Keffe  v.  Milwau- 
kee &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn. 
207. 19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  231;  Pittsburgh, 
Fort  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  'v.  Bing- 


ham, 29  Ohio  St.  364;  Quimby  r. 
Boston  &  Me.  R.  R.  Co.,  69  Me.  340; 
Woburn  t\  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Co., 
109  Mass.  2a3;  Mellen  v.  Morrill,  126 
Mass.  545;  Nickerson  ».  Tirrell,  127 
Mass.  236;  Grand  Rapids  &  Ind.  R. 
R.  Co.  t?.  Martin,  41  Mich.  667. 

« Oakland  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Fielding,  48 
Penn.  St.  320;  Veazie  v.  Penobscot  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  Me.  119;  Burritt  v.  City  of 
New  Haven,  42  Conn.  174;  Gale  r.  N. 
Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R,  R.  Co.,  76  N.  Y. 
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Where  one,  tliough  not  a  passenger,  is  injured  by  a  railroad 
train,  the  laws  of  humanity  require  those  in  charge  to  so  far 
care  for  the  injured  person  as  to  place  him,  if  practicable,  in  a 
safe  place,  where  he  may  be  cared  for.*  And  though  the  injured 
person  be  apparently  de^id,  if  negligently  removed  to  a  place 
wliereat,  on  reviving,  he  dies  for  impossibility  of  being  cared 
for — as.  for  instance,  where  the  supposed  corpse  was  locked  up 
over  night  in  a  warehouse,  and  reviving  during  the  night,  died 
from  loss  of  blood  by  a  ruptured  artery — it  is  held  that  however 
innocent  tlie  company  had  been  as  to  tlie  original  injury,  that 
culpability  arose  from  such  subsequent  conduct  of  tlie  employes, 
and  that  they  were  so  far  the  compan\''s  agents  in  that  respect 
as  to  hold  the  latter  liable  for  their  conduct.* 

2.  Injuries  resulting  from  careless'  using  or  keeping  danger- 
ous structures. — Thus  it  is  held  that  a  railroad  company  using 
a  turn-table  in  a  town  or  village,  or  other  populous  place,  unse- 
cured and  unguarded,  may  in  that  respect  be  guilty  of  such  neg- 
ligence as  will  render  the  company  liable  for  injuries  occasioned 
thereby  to  an  infant  of  such  tender  years  as  to  be  incapable  of 
using  ordinary  care,  or  of  discriminating  between  danger  and 
safety,  who  intrudes  upon  the  same  and  is  injured  thereby,  al- 
though it  be  upon  the  private  grounds  of  the  company,  such 
premises  at  the  same  time  being  unenclosed  and  unguarded.' 


594;  S.  C.  13  Hun,  1;  Lyon  v.  St.  Lou- 
is, Iron  Mountain  &  Southern  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Mo.  App.  516.  A  corporation 
which  is  both  a  railroad  and  a  mining 
company  can  not  be  made  liable,  under 
a  statute,  aa  the  proprietor  of  a  rail- 
road, for  injuries  inflicted  in  its  min- 
ing operations:  Claxton  «.  Lexington 
&  Big  Sandy  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Bush,  636, 
17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  12. 

» Northern  Cent.  R.  W.  Co.  v.  The 
State,  for  use,  etc.,  29  Md.  420;  Bait. 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  V,  State,  41  Md.  268. 

» Northern  Cent.  R.  W.  Co  r.  The 
State,  for  use,  etc.,  29  Md.  420.  441. 
In  this  case  the  court  say :  '*  To  contend 
that  the  agents  were  not  acting  in  the 
course  of  their  employment  in  so  re- 
moving and  disposing  of  the  party,  is 
to  contend  that  the  duty  of  the  delend- 

71 


ant  extended  no  farther  than  to  have 
cast  off  by  the  wayside  the  helpless 
and  apparently  dead  man,  without 
taking  care  to  ascertain  whether  he 
was  dead  or  alive,  or  if  a'ive,  whether 
his  life  could  be  saved  by  reasonable 
assistance,  timely  rendered.  For  such 
a  rule  of  restricted  reponsibility  no 
authority  has  been  produced,  and  we 
apprehend  none  can  be  found.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  the  settled  policy  of 
the  law,  *  to  give  such  agents  and  8ei*v- 
ants  a  large  and  liberal  discretion,  and 
hold  the  companies  liable  for  all  their 
acts,  within  the  most  extensive  rang? 
of  their  charter  powers.'  1  Red.  on 
Railw.  510;  Phila.  &  Read.  Railway 
Co.  V.  Derby,  14  How.  468,  483." 

» Stout  r.  The  Sioux  Ciiy  &  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  2  Di.lon's  C.  C.  R.  294; 
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And  they  are  held  to  the  same  liability  bj  leaving  an  excavation 
in  the  street  ungnarded.* 

3.  Injuries  to  persons  on  the  track. — At  places  other  than 
crossings,  or  in  public  highways,  a  railroad  track  is  the  private 
property  of  the  company,  and  no  one  other  tlian  the  company's 
servants  or  employes,  in/ the  necessary  discharge  of  duties  there, 
have  any  right  to  be  thereon;  and  more  especially  so  as  to  their 
using  the  same  as  a  thoroughfare  or  patl>waj,  on  which  to  walk 
or  travel."  And  though  the  company  may  not  wantonly  injure 
persons  thus  intruding  upon  and  using  the  same,*  yet  if  the  per- 
»  son  be  an  adult,  not  kno\vn  to  those  in  charge  of  the  train  to  be 
deficient  in  discretion,  or  in  physical  ability  to  take  care  of  him- 
self, or  not  known  to  be  deficient  in  his  faculty  of  hearing,  and 
not  in  any  way  presenting  indications  of  being  disabled,  or  inca- 
pable of  taking  care  for  his  safety,  then  the  persons  in  charge  of 
the  train  have  a  right  to  conclude,  and  to  act  on  that  conclusion, 
that  such  person  is  in  possession  of  all  his  proper  faculties  to 
enable  him  to  do  so,  and  will  leave  the  track  in  time  to  save  him- 
self from   injury,  and  are  not  bound   to  stop  or  check  np  the 


Sioux  City  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stout, 
17  Wall.  657;  Keffe  v,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co..  21  Minn.  207,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  231;  Eoons  v.  St.  Louis 
&  Iron  Mountain  R.  R.  Co.,  65  Mo. 
592;  Hydraulic  Works  Co.  r.  Orr,  83 
Penn.  St.  332.  It  i^  otherwise,  bow- 
ever,  where  the  turn-table  is  isolated: 
St.  Louis,  Vandalia  &  Terre  Haute 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Bell,  81  III.  76. 

^Hagan'sCase,  5  Dill.  96. 

^Finlayson  r.  The  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R. 
Co.,  1  Dillon *8  C.  C.  R.  579;  Phil.  & 
Reading  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hummel!,  4A 
Penn.  St.  375;  Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne 
&  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  p.  Collins,  87  Prnn.  St. 
405;  Patterson  v.  Phila.,  Wil.  &  Bait. 
R.  R.  Co.,  4  Houst.  (Del.),  103;  S.  C. 
7. Am.  Ry.  Rep.  207;  Isabel  r.  Hiinni- 
bal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo. 
475,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rrp.  261;  Hazen  v. 
Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Gray, 
574,  580;  Metallic  Comp.  Casting  Co. 
V.  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  109  Mass. 
277;  Sweeney  v.  Boston  &  Albany  R. 


R.  Co.,  128  Id.  5;  S.  C.  lAm.  &  Eng. 
R.  R.  Cas.  138;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Hetherington,  83  111.  610;  McCarty 
V,  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  17  Hun, 
74;  Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  t?.  Ward,  4 
Col.  30.  But  see,  as  to  a  child  at  a 
station:  Hicks  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  430,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  273;  Penn. 
R.  R.  Co.  t>.  Lewis,  79  Penn.  St.  33. 

•Finlnyson  r.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  Patterson 
V.  Phila.,  Wil.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  4 
Houst.  (Del.),  103;  S.  C.  7  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  207;  Isabel  v.  H.  &  St.  J.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra;  Donaldson  r.  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  293,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  15;  Penn.  Co.  r. 
Sinclair,  62  Ind.  301;  Rounds  p.  Del., 
Lack.  &  West'n  R  R.  Co.,  64  N.  Y. 
129,  3  Hun,  329,  5  Thomp.  &  C.  475; 
McCarty  r.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co., 
17  Hun,  74;  Johnson  v.  Boston  &  Me. 
R.  R.  Co.,  125  Mass.  75;  Morrissey  c. 
Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  126  Id.  377 
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train  on  his  acconnt;^  but  as  a  matter  of  ordinary  prudence 
and  care,  it  is  their  duty  to  sound  tlie  whistle  and  ring  the 
bell,  as  a  warning  of  the  approaching  danger.' 

Yet  under  ordinary  circumstances  there  is  no  obligation  rest- 
ing upon  the  company  to  stop  or  check  up  their  train  in  ap- 
proaching a  person  thus  intruding  and  walking  along  upon  its 
track.'  As  exceptions  to  this  rule,  however,  if  the  person  be  an 
infant  of  tender  years,  or  a  person  known  to  those  in  charge  of 
the  train  to  be  deaf,  lielpless,  or  infirm  in  body  or  mind,  or  is 
found  to  be  prostrate  on  the  track,  we  may  add,  so  as  to  present 


>Finlav8on  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  Indianapolis 
&  V.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  McClaren,  62  Ind. 
566;  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Jones.  76  111.  311;  ChicAgro, 
Burlington  &  Qaincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dam- 
ert-ll,  81  III.  450;  Mobile  &  M.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Blakely,  59  Ala.  471;  Tanner  v, 
Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  60 
Ala.  621 ;  Cogsw.  11  v.  Oregon  &  Cal. 
R.  R.  Co.,  6  Oreg.  417. 

2  Finlayson  v,  C.  B.  &  Q,  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C,  R.  579.  But  see  Har- 
lan r.  St.  Lor.is,  Kansas  City  &  North- 
ern R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  480,  17  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  800.  In  Tennessee,  by  statute, 
railroad  companies  are  required  in 
such  case  to  sound  the  whistle,  and 
use  every  possible  means  to  stop  the 
train  and  prevent  the  accident,  and 
for  failure  to  do  so  they  are  absolutely 
liable:  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R. 
Co.  t».  Connor,  9  Heisk.  19,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  368;  Hill  v.  Louisville  & 
Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Heisk.  823,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Kep.  400;  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville R.  R.  Co.  r.  Robertson,  9  Heisk. 
276,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9.  By  section 
1169  of  the  code,  the  burden  of  proof 
is  expressly  put  upon  the  company  to 
prove  its  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  statute,  and  necessarily 
that  it  has  requisite  means  to  be  thus 
employed,  and  to  show  that  its  road, 
machinery  and  equipments  are  in  good 
o.'der,  and  conform  to  the  present  state 


of  the  art:  L.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.  «>.  Con- 
nor, supra.  An  instruction  as  to  such 
duty  which  is  no  broader  than  the 
statute,  is  good:  Ibid.  A  slight  in- 
crease of  danger  to  passengers  is  no 
excuse  for  not  complying  with  the 
statute;  nor,  if  it  were,  would  em- 
ployes be  permitted  to  give  their  mere 
opinion  to  that  effect,  without  clearly 
showing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
danger  incurred:  Ibid,  The  statute 
must  be  strictly  obeyed,  whether  it 
seems  necessary  or  proper  to  the  court 
or  the  company,  or  not:  Jbid.;  Hill  r. 
L.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  And  even 
if  the  jury  find  that  the  accident 
would  have  happened  had  the  statu- 
tory precautions  been  observed,  it  will 
not  excuse  the  defendant:  L.  &  N.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Connor,  supra.  And  if  the 
plaintiff's  intestate  were  drunk,  still 
the  defendant  is  liable,  if  the  whistle 
was  not  blown:  Hill  r.  L.  &  N.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra.  This  statute  does  not 
apply  as  between  the  company  and  its 
employes  about  their  yards  and  sta- 
tions: Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Robertson,  9  Heisk.  276,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9. 

» Finlayson  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C  C,  R.  579;  Phil.  &  Read- 
ing R.  R.  Co.  V.  Huromell,  44  Penn. 
St.  375;  Maher  v.  Atlantic  &  Pacific 
R.  R.,  64  Mo.  267,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
231. 
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remedy  is  given  by  indictment.  In  either  ease,  however,  the  re- 
covery i3  usually  tor  the  benefit  of  the  next  of  kin,  or  for  some 
of  them  designated  by  the  statute.  The  right  thus  given  by 
statute  nmy  be  enforced  in  the  federal  courts,  whenever  the  cit- 
izenship of  the  parties  or  the  nature  of  the  subject  will  permit. 
And  where  the  death  is  the  result  of  a  marine  tort,  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States  has  jurisdiction  of  such  a  suit.^ 

A  right  of  action  is  given  for  personal  injuries  wrongfully  caus- 
ing death  in  Connecticut,  and  damages  are  by  statute  fixed  at 
not  less  than  one  thousand,  nor  more  than  five  thousand,  dollars, 
recoverable  by  the  administrator  or  executor,  for  injuries  caused 
to  passengers  by  the  negligence  of  railroad  companies,  or  to  per- 
sons crossing  the  railroad  upon  highways,  and  who  ineithercase 
are  observing  ordinary  care  to  avoid  injury.'  The  recovery  in 
such  case  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  husband,  the  widow,  or  the 
heirs  at  law  of  the  deceased,  as  the  case  may  be.' 

In  an  action  prosecuted  under  this  statute,  it  is  competent  for 
the  defendant  to  show,  in  diminution  of  damages,  that  there  was 
in  fact  no  negligence  whatever  on  its  part,  and  that  there  was  a 
want  of  care  on  the  part  of  the  deceased,  at  the  time  of  the  injury, 
although  a  contrary  state  of  facts  be  charged  in  the  petition  or 
declaration  of  the  plaintiff^,  and  the  proceeding  be  for  an  assess- 
ment of  damages  thereon,  after  overruling  of  defendant's  demur- 
rer.*    Thouirh  the  effect  of  the  demurrer  in  such  case  is  to  admit 


*  Holmes  o.  Orejfon  &  CaK  Ry.  Co., 
6  Sawyer,  262;  S.  C.  5  Fed.  Repr.  75, 
1  Am.  &  En^.  R.  R.  Caa.  623.  But 
see  Armstrong  p.  Beadle,  5  Sawyer, 
4S4;  S.  C.  8  Repr.  36.  No  remedy 
exists  in  chancery  in  such  case:  Brown 
17.  Wabash  Ry.  Co.,  96  III.  297;  S.  C. 
1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  626. 

a  Gen'l  Statutes,  Title  7,  Sec.  544; 
C»irey,  admr.,  v.  Day  and  others, 
Trustees,  36  Conn.  152. 

'  Carey,  admr.,  v.  Day  and  othere, 
Trustees,  86  Conn.  152. 

*  Corey,  admr.,  v.  Day  and  othora, 
Trustees,  36  Conn.  152;  and  so  under 
the  Tennessee  statute;  Louisville  & 
Niushville  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Connor,  9  Heisk. 
19;  S.  C.  2  Baxt.  3vS2,  and  21  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  194.     And  see  Elliott  v.  St.  Jjouis 


&  Iron  Mountain  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Mo. 
272;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sher- 
man, 30  Gralt.  602;  Same  v.  Whit- 
tington.  Id.  805;  Richmond  &  Dan- 
ville R.  R.  Co.  f.  Anderson,  31  Id. 
812;  Darling  17.  Williams,  35  Ohio  St. 
58;  Patterson  v.  Burlington  &  Mo. 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  38  la.  279;  Murphy  p. 
C,  R.  I.  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  Id.  539; 
S.  C.  45  Id.  661;  Schappert  v.  Ring- 
ler,  45  N.  Y.  Superior  Ct.  345.  And, 
of  coui-se,  if  the  deceased  has  made  a 
settlement  with  the  company  during 
his  lifetime,  no  right  of  action  will 
survive  by  the  statute:  Fowlkes  r. 
Nashville  &  Decatur  R.  R.  Co.,  5 
Baxt.  663;  Road  r.  Great  Eastern  Ry. 
Co.,  Law  Rep.  3  Q.  B.  555. 
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the  truth  of  the  petition,  yet  without  further  evidence  on  the. part 
of  the  plaintiff,  only  nominal  damages  could  at  common  law  be 
awarded,  and  as  a  sequence,  only  the  lowest  sum  contemplated 
by  the  statute  in  proceeding's  thereon,  which  is  one  thousand  dol- 
lars,* Therefore,  if  in  such  a  proceeding  the  plaintiff  introduces 
no  testimony  at  all,  then  the  giving  of  the  evidence  above  referred 
to  by  the  defendant,  can  work  no  harm;  it  can  not  influence 
tlie  case  one  way  or  the  other."  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the 
plaintiff  give  other  evidence  than  the  mere  legal  admi^5sion  to 
the  jury,  to  enhance  the  amount  of  their  finding,  then  it  is  but 
proper  for  defendant  to  prove  such  facts  in  contravention  there- 
of, and  byway  of  diminishing  damages,  upon  general  principles." 

The  effect  of  the  statute,  in  Connecticut,  is  not  only  to  give 
a  right  of  action  to  the  administrator  or  executor,  where  none 
existed  at  common  law,*  and  to  limit  the  amount  of  recovery 
within  certain  bounds,  but  also  to  confer  the  benefits  or  fruits  of 
the  recovery  upon  the  relatives  of  the  deceased;  for  wliilst  it 
clothes  the  executor  and  administrator  with  the  right  of  action 
for  their  benefit,  it  clearly,  by  implication,  denies  such  right  of 
action  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  estate.  Such  is  the  ruling  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Connecticut*  Whether  a  petition  or  decla- 
ration would,  or  would  not,  be  bad  on  demurrer,  under  that 
statute,  which  did  not  show- aflirmatively  the  existence  of  such 
I'elatives  as  those  for  whose  benefit  the  action  lies,'  yet  proof  of 
their  existence  is  necessary  on  the  trial,  to  enable  plaintiff  to  re- 
cover.^ 

In  the  same  state,  and  in  the  case  last  cited  from  33  Connect- 


'  Carey,  admr.,  v.  Day  and  othera, 
Trustees,  36  Conn.  152;  Laraphear 
t?.  Buckingham,  83  Conn.  237,  202. 

^  Carey,  admr,,  v.  Day  and  others, 
Trustees,  36  Conn.  152. 

'  Havens  v.  Hartford  &  N.  Haven 
R.  R.  Co.,  28  Conn.  69;  Daily  v.  New 
York  &  N.  Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Conn. 
856;  Lamphear  f.  Buckingham,  33 
Conn.  237;  Carey,  admr.,  v.  Day  and 
others.  Trustees,  36  Conn.  152. 

*  Goodsell  V.  Hartford  &  N.  Haven 
R.  R.  Co.,  as  Conn.  51,  55;  Waldo  v. 
<Joodsell,  33  Conn.  432,  4:34. 

'  Andrews  v.  Hartford  &    N.  Haven 


R.  R.  Co.,  34  Conn.  57. 
>  ■  Andrews  r.  Hartford  &  N.  Haven 
R.  R.  Co.,  34  Conn.  57. 

^  Lamphear  v.  Buckingham,  33 
Conn.  237;  Comm.  v.  Boston  &  Albany 
R.  R.  Co.,  121  Mass.  36;  Stater.  Con^. 
European  &  N.  Am.  Ry.  Co.,  67  Me. 
479.  Contra,  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Wightmaii,  29Gratt.  431;  Matthews 
V.  Warner,  Id.  570;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.  F.  Sherman,  30  Gratt.  602.  The 
existence  of  any  of  them  will  maintain 
the  action :  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Miller,  2  Col.  442,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
245. 
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It  is  repeatedly  held  that  the  track  of  a  railroad  at  private 
places  between  stations,  belongs  to  the  company  excliibivcly. 
and  is  in  no  sense  a  public  highway  for  ordinary  travel.     All 


his  duty  to  be  more  vigilant  and  more 
careful,  and  to  watch  closely  to  protect 
himself.  If  you  lind  that  within  this 
definition  of  what  the  duty  of  the  rail- 
road company  was,  they  discharged 
that  duty;  if  you  find  that  they  blew 
the  whistle  in  time  for  this  man  to  get 
off— not  to  run  to  some  place  that  he 
might  choose  to  get  off— but  if  they 
rang  the  bell  and  blew  the  whistle,  in 
such  time  as  any  reasonable  man  of 
good  hearing  could  have  heard  it,  and 
got  off  instantly,  without  deliberation 
or  trying  to  go  farther  to  select  a  place 
to  get  off,  then  the  defendants  are  not 
liable.  If  they  delayed  ringing  the 
bell  or  sounding  the  whistle  until  they 
were  right  on  him,  then  that  delay 
would  constitute  negligence. 

If,  however,  you  find  that  the  railroad 
company's  agents  were  guilty  of  negli- 
gence, there  is  still  a  further  inquirj-  be- 
fore you  can  find  a  verdict  in  behalf  of 
the  plaintiff,  and  that  is  the  amount  of 
care  and  precaution  which  he  took  to 
avoid  this  accident.  I  lay  it  down  to 
you  that  he  had  no  legal  right  to  be 
on  that  railroad  track;  the  track  at 
that  place  not  being  a  crossing  or  any 
part  of  a  public  highway,  was  private 
property;  that  it  was  built  for  other 
purposes;  that  it  was  not  built  to  be 
walked  upon  by  the  public,  and  the 
fact  that  persons  did  walk  upon  it, 
however  frequently  and  however  com- 
mon, dods  not  change  the  proposition 
of  law.  This  man  had  no  right  to  be 
there,  and  he  should  not  have  been 
there.  It  does  not  follow,  however, 
because  he  was  there  unlawfully,  that 
the  other  party  could  run  him  down; 
but  it  does  follow  that  he  being  on 
private  property  of  the  company,  on  a 
track  which  is  used  for   a   purpose 


which  IS  dangerous  to  human  life,  well 
known  to  him,  that  he  being  in  a 
place  whore  he  ought  not  to  be,  that 
he  was  bound  to  use  every  precaution, 
every  diligence,  every  care,  again-t 
the  possibility  or  probability  of  any 
danger  which  might  happen  to  him 
there. 

This  was  his  duty,  and  it  was  im- 
perative; and  if  you  find,  in  the  Inn- 
guage  of  one  of  the  counsel  for  the 
plaintiff,  that  he  was  going  along  the 
track  with  his  hands  in  his  pockets, 
his  head  down,  and  his  attention  ab- 
stracted from  everything  around  him, 
then  he  was  guilty  of  such  negligence 
as  forbids  recovery.  No  man  has  a 
right  to  go  upon  a  railroad  track  in 
such  a  place,  and  go  along  in  a  state 
of  abstraction,  careless  of  what  might 
happen  to  him ;  and  then  turn  around 
and  say  to  the  railroad  company,  how- 
ever negligent  they  may  have  been. 
You  are  responsible  for  my  safety. 
If  he  is  careless  himself,  it  can  not  be 
expected  that  t  he  railroads  can  be  made 
to  take  care  of  him,  and  pay  for  him 
if  he  is  killed.  Being  on  the  track, 
and  walking  in  a  direction  where  a 
railroad  train  might  overtake  him, 
reasonable  care  required  of  him  that 
he  should  be  vigilant  and  watchful  to 
discover  the  approach  of  any  train, 
and  especially  from  behind;  and  this 
vigilance  on  his  part  should  be  in- 
creased, from  the  fact  that  the  noise 
from  the  trains  and  the  blasting  on 
the  canal,  would  tend  to  prevent  his 
hearing  the  noise  made  by  the  ap- 
proach of  a  car  or  train,  or  its  bell,  or 
its  whistle."  Finlayson  r.  C,  B.  & 
Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579, 
582-584. 
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who  invade  the  same  without  authority  are  trespassers.  If  per- 
sons ride,  drive,  or  walk  thereon,  even  at  snfferance  of  the  com- 
pany, they  do  so  at  their  own  risk  in  all  respects,  except  as 
aii^ainst  injnries  wantonly  inflicted  by  the  company,  its  agents  or 
servants.  Sneh  intrusions  endanger  the  safety  of  passengers 
traveling  in  the  cars;  and  if  such  intruders  be  injured,  except  it 
is  by  the  wanton  act  of  the  company,  no  recovery  can  be  had  in 
their  favor;  and  sucli,  too,  is  the  law,  they  being  guilty  in  that 
respect  of  gross  negligence,  even  if  the  company  be  slightly 
negligent* 

And  it  does  not  matter  in  respect  to  such  intruders  that  t;he 
injury  occur  when  the  train  is  out  of  time,  for  the  rules  and  reg- 
ulations of  a  railroad  company  in  regard  to  the  running  of  its 
trains,  as  to  the  times  of  arrival  and  departure,  are  for  the  guid- 
ance of  its  agents  and  servants,  and  not  for  the  information  of 
tlie  public;  and  so,  likewise,  in  reference  to  the  distance  within 
which  trains  going  in  the  same  direction  may  approach  to  each 
other.'  And  it  is  not  a  circumstance  that  will  excuse  one  from 
the  effects  of  his  own  thoughtlessness,  or  that  will  inculpate  the 
company,  as  to  an  injury  to  one's  person,  that  the  train  by  which 
the  injury  is  inflicted  is  proceeding  at  the  same  time  within  a 
less  distance  of  one  just  ahead  of  it  than  the  rules  and  regulations 
allow.*  It  is  the  right  of  the  company  to  run  its  trains,  so  far 
as  outsiders  are  concerned,  as  close  together  ae  it  may  choose; 
for  the  use  of  its  own  road  is  its  right.  The  regulation  which 
prohibits  too  close  an  approach  to  each  other  is  for  the  protection 
of  the  company  itself  and  its  property,  and  those  whom,  or 
property  which,  it  carries,  and  is  not  a  rule  having  respect  or 
regard  to  those  who  travel  the  ordinary  highway,  or  others  not 
concerned  in  the  business  of  the  company,  and  who  are  not 
passengers  on  a  train.*  A  passenger  on  a  train  which  approaches 
too  close  to  another,  may  complain  of  the  breach  of  such  a  rule, 

'  Terre  Haate  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  300. 

Co.  ff.  Graham,  46  rnd.  289;. Jefferson-  ^Phila.    &   Reading  R.   R.  O).   v. 

ville,  Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.   R.  Spearen,  47  Penn.  St.  (11   Wright), 

Co.  r.  Goldsmith,  47  Ind.  48;  Carlin  300. 

r.  Chi.,  Rock  l8ld.&  Pacific R.  R.  Co.,  *Phila.   &  Reading  R.    R.  Co.  ©. 

37  Iowa,  316.  Spearen,  47  Penn.  St.  (11  Wright), 

'Phila.   &  Reading  R.   R.   Co.  c.  300. 
Spearen,  47  Penn.  St.   (11  Wright), 
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if  snch  approach  causes  or  contributes  to  his  injury,  for  the 
breach  thereof  violates  the  duty  of  the  company  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  carry  him  safely.*  And  we  may  add,  that  it  is  not  the 
ftict  that  the  rule  is  broken,  in  such  case,  that  creates  liability, 
but  the  fact  of  approaching  dangerously  close,  which  would  be 
equally  reprehensible  if  no  such  rules  existed. 

Wliei'e  a  foreman  or  trackmaster  of  a  railroad  company  em- 
ployed a  person  with  his  team  to  clear  snow  from  the  track,  and 
agreed  to  inform  him  of  the  coming  of  trains,  which  he  neglected 
to  do,  and  in  consequence  thereof  the  person  thus  employed  was  in- 
jured, the  railroad  companj^  was  held  liable.  It  was  held  that 
the  employe  had  authority  to  make  such  agreement  and  bind  the 
company  thereby,  and  having  made  it,  the  plaintiff  might  rely 
upon  the  promise,  and  upon  the  experience  of  the  foreman,  and 
would  not  be  bound  to  the  same  degree  of  vigilance  himself,  as 
if  no  such  arrangement  had  been  made/ 

Where  a  release  of  damages  for  an  injury  is  set  up  by  the 
railroad  company  in  defense  of  the  action,  and  is  attempted  to  be 
impeached  for  fraud,  the  evidence  of  fraud  must  be  clear,  precise 
and  indubitable.* 

Different  rules,  it  would  seem,  apply  to  injuries  sustained  by 
persons  on  railroad  bridges  from  those  governing  injuries  in- 
flicted while  the  person  is  actually  on  the  track;  and  in  a  case 
where  a  child  was  killed  by  falling  from  such  bridge,  it  was  held 
it  was  not  necessary  to  prove  the  child  was  actually  struck  by 
the  train,  but  if  the  fall  was  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  the 
company,  it  was  liable.* 

4.  Injury  to  persoDs  crossing  the  track  at  crossings. — It  is 
the  duty  of  pei'sons  crossing  a  railroad  track  in  public  highways, 
or  at  authorized  private  crossings,  as,  for  instance,  farm  crossings, 


*Phila.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Spearen,  47  Penn.  St.  (11  Wright), 
300.  And  a  rule  prohibiting  freight 
tniins  from  passing  between  a  station 
and  a  standing  passenger  train  is  in- 
tended for  the  protection  of  passen- 
gers, and  not  for  persons  carelessly 
walking  on  the  track;  and  a  failure  to 
observe  the  rule  will  not  render  the 
company  liable  to  such  person :  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  R.   R. 


Co.  V,  Hart,  87  III.  529,  19  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  249. 

*  Bradley  v.  New  York  Central  R. 
R.  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  99,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
160.  And  see  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Whittington,  30  Gratt.  805. 

*  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Shay, 
82  Penn.  St.  198,  15  Am,  Ry.  Rep. 
462. 

*  McMillan  v.  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  R.  Co., 
46  la.  231,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  239. 
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to  keep  a  prudent  lookout  for  trains,  or  resort  to  other  prudent 
means  of  ascertain  in  or  that  they  may  safely  cross,  and  if  a  train 
be  seen  or  heard,  or  ascertained  to  be  approachini^,  to  wait  until 
it  has  passed;  for  the  railroad  trains  are  entitled  to  the  riglit  of 
way  or  precedence  at  crossings.  If  a  person  attempt  to  cross  be- 
fore an  ap])roaching  train,  it  is  at  his  own  peril.  The  company 
are  not  obliged  to  stop  their  trains  and  yield  the  right  of  way  to 
persons  waiting  and  desiring  to  pass;  nor  will  they  be  liable  for 
injuries  inflicted,  unless  designedly  done,  if  they  have  merely 
omitted  to  stop  and  give  the  right  of  way,  provided  they  have 
carefully  observed  all  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  regard  to 
signals  and  other  conduct  at  such  crossini!:6,  and  have  in  all  other 
respects  used  proper  care  to  avoid  an  injury  to  persons  about  to 
pass,* 


^  Warner  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  44  N.  Y.  465;  Weber  v.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  58  N.  Y. 
451;  S.  C.  67  N.  Y.  587;  Mitchell  p. 
Siirae,  64  N.  Y.  655;  Salter  v.  Utica 
&  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  75  N.  Y.  273;  S.  C. 
13  Hun,  187;  Cordell  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  & 
H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  75  N.  Y.  330;  S.  C. 
70  N.  Y.  119,  and  64  N.  Y.  53;; 
Adolph  V.  Cent.  Park,  N.  &  E.  River 
R.  R.  Co.,  76  N.  Y.  530;  S.  C.  65  N. 
Y.  5)4;  Elwood  V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H. 
R.  R.  R.  Co..  4  flun,  808;  Bunn  v. 
Del.,  Lack.  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  6 
Hun,  303;  Sutherland  v.  N.  Y.  Cent. 
&  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  41  N.  Y.  Superior, 
17;  Chi.,  Rock  Island  &  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Houston,  95  U.  S.  697;  Grows  r. 
Me.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co..  67  Me.  100;  Nagle 
V.  Allegheny  Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  88 
Penn.  St.  35;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Sherman,  30  Gratt.  629;  Cleveland, 
Columbus,  Cincinnati  &  Indianapolis 
Ry,  Co.  V.  EUiott,  28  Ohio  St.  340,  14 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  123;  Penn.  Co.  v, 
Ratligeb,  32  Ohio  St.  66;  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Whitacre,  35  Id.  627; 
Same  v.  Whittaker,  24  Id.  642;  Chi. 
&  N.W.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Hatch,  79  111.  137; 
Chi..  Burlington  &  Quinc  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Harwood,  80  111.  88;  Rockford,  R. 


I.  &  St.  L.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Byam,  Id.  528; 
Chi.,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Damerell,  81  111.  450;  Ills.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Hetherington,  83  HI.  510; 
Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bocker,  .^^4 
111.  483;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  Southern 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Sunderland,  2  Bradw. 
(III.)  3j7;  Same  r.  Clemens,  5  Id.  11; 
Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Shuokman,  50  Ind.  42;  St.  Louis 
&  S.  E.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Mathias,  Id.  65; 
Penn.  Co.  v.  Sinclair,  62  Ind.  301; 
Spencer  v.  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  29 
Iowa,  55;  Artz  v.  Chi.,  R.  I.  &  P.  R. 
R.  Co.,  34  la.  153;  S.  C.  38  la.  293, 
and  44  la.  284;  Benton  v.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  42  la.  192;  Lang  v  Holiday  Creek 
R.  &  C.  M.  Co.,  49  la.  469;  Starry  v. 
Dubuque  ife  S.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  51  la. 
419;  Haas  v.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Cn.,. 
41  Wis.  44;  Brown  v.  Milw.  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  22  Minn.  165;  Solen  r. 
Va.  &  Truckee  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Nev. 
106:  Bunting  r.  Cent.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 
14  Nev.  351;  Fletcher  v.  Atlantic  & 
Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  484;  Leduke  v. 
St.  Louis  &  Iron  Mountain  R.  R.  Co., 
4  Mo.  App.  485;  New  Orleans,  Jackson 
&  Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mitch- 
ell, 52  Miss.  808;  South  &  N.  Ala.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Thompson,   62  Ala.  494; 
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1.  Duties  and  liabilities  to  the  public  generally. — Tliere  is  a 
certain  degree  of  care  due  to  the  public  at  large  from  those  using 
or  having  dangerous  articles,  machinery  and  structures,  not 
merely  in  the  manner  of  their  use,  but  also  in  the  keeping 
thereof,  the  non-observance  of  which,  if  injury  result  therefrom, 
will  render  them  responsible  for  such  injuries,  if  they  occur  with- 
out fault  or  negligence,  contributory  thereto,  on  the  part  of  the 
injured  persons.*  Thus  where  a  railway  company,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  keep  their  road  bed  in  good  order,  in  the  street  of  a 
city,  suffered  the  same  to  be  out  of  repair,  by  reason  of  which 
an  injury  occurred  to  a  person,  it  was  held  that  the  cause  of  the 
injury  was  ]>roximate,  and  the  company  were  liable,  if  the  in- 
jured party  was  not  guilty  of  negligence.* 


^  Hayden  v.  The  Smithville  Manuf. 
Co.,  29  Conn.  548;  Ranch  v.  Lloyd  & 
Hill,  31  Penn.  St.  (7  Casey),  358;  Oak- 
land R.  W.  Co.  V.  Fielding,  48  Penn. 
St.  (12  WrifTht),  320;  III.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Phillips,  49  111.  234;  State,  use, 
etc.,  c.  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  & 
Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Md.  76,  18 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  253;  Keffe  v.  Milwau- 
kee &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn. 
207.  19  Am.  Ry.Rcp.  231;  Pittsburgh, 
Fort  Wayne  &  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  V  Bing- 


ham, 29  Ohio  St.  364;  Quimby  r. 
Boston  &  Me.  R.  R.  Co.,  69  Me.  840; 
Wobum  r.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Co., 
109  Mass.  283;  Mellen  r.  Morrill,  126 
Mass.  545;  Nickerson  v,  TirrelL  127 
Ma«s.  236;  Grand  Rapids  &  Ind.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Martin,  41  Mich.  667. 

2  Oakland  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Fielding,  48 
Penn.  St.  320;  Veazie  v.  Penobscot  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  Me.  119;  Burritt  v.  City  of 
New  Haven,  42  Conn.  174;  Gale  r.  N. 
Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R,  R.  Co.,  76  N.  Y. 
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Where  one,  though  not  a  passenger,  is  injured  by  a  railroad 
train,  the  laws  of  humanity  require  those  in  charge  to  so  far 
care  for  the  injured  person  as  to  place  him,  if  practicable,  in  a 
safe  place,  where  he  may  be  cared  for.*  And  though  the  injured 
person  be  apparently  dead,  if  negligently  removed  to  a  place 
whereat,  on  reviving,  he  dies  for  impossibility  of  being  cared 
for — as,  for  instance,  where  the  supposed  corpse  was  locked  up 
over  night  in  a  warehouse,  and  reviving  during  the  night,  died 
from  loss  of  blood  by  a  ruptured  artery — it  is  held  that  however 
innocent  the  company  had  been  as  to  the  original  injury,  that 
culpability  arose  from  such  subsequent  conduct  of  the  employes, 
and  that  they  were  so  far  the  company's  agents  in  that  respect 
as  to  hold  the  latter  liable  for  their  conduct.* 

2.  Injaries  resnlting  from  careless  using  or  keeping  danger- 
ous structures. — Thus  it  is  held  that  a  railroad  company  using 
a  turn-table  in  a  town  or  village,  or  other  populous  place,  unse- 
cured and  unguarded,  may  in  that  respect  be  guilty  of  such  neg- 
ligence as  will  render  the  company  liable  for  injuries  occasioned 
thereby  to  an  infant  of  such  tender  years  as  to  be  incapable  of 
using  ordinary  care,  or  of  discriminating  between  danger  and 
safety,  who  intrudes  upon  the  same  and  is  injured  thereby,  al- 
though it  be  upon  the  private  grounds  of  the  company,  such 
premises  at  the  same  time  being  unenclosed  and   unguarded.' 


594;  S.  C.  13  Hun,  1;  Lyon  v.  St.  Lou- 
is, Iron  Mountain  &  Southern  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Mo.  App.  516.  A  corporation 
which  is  both  a  railroad  and  a  mining 
company  can  not  be  made  liable,  under 
a  statute,  as  the  proprietor  of  a  rail- 
road, for  iivjuries  inflicted  in  its  min- 
ing operations:  Claxton  v.  Lexingrton 
&  Big  Sandy  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Bush,  636, 
17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  12. 

>  Northern  Cent.  R.  W.  Co.  v.  The 
State,  for  use,  etc..  29  Md.  420;  Bait. 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  V.  State,  41  Md.  268. 

«  Northern  Cent.  R.  W.  Co  v.  The 
State,  for  use,  etc.,  29  Md.  420,  441. 
In  this  case  the  court  say :  "  To  contend 
that  the  agents  were  not  acting  in  the 
course  of  their  employment  in  so  re- 
moving and  disposing  of  the  party,  is 
to  contend  that  the  duty  of  the  defend- 

71 


ant  extended  no  farther  than  to  have 
cast  off  by  the  wayside  the  helpless 
and  apparently  dead  man,  without 
taking  care  to  ascertain  whether  he 
was  dead  or  alive,  or  if  a'ive,  whether 
his  life  could  be  saved  by  reasonable 
assistance,  timely  rendered.  For  such 
a  rule  of  restricted  reponsibility  no 
authority  has  been  produced,  and  we 
apprehend  none  can  be  found.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  the  settled  policy  of 
the  law,  *  to  give  such  agents  and  serv- 
ants a  large  and  liberal  discretion,  and 
hold  the  companies  liable  for  all  their 
acts,  within  the  most  extensive  rang; 
of  their  charter  powers.'  1  Red.  on 
Railw.  510;  Phila.  &  Read.  Railway 
Co.  V.  Derby,  14  How.  468,  4>l:3." 

» Stout  r.  The  Sioux  Ciiy  &  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  2  Di.lon's  C.  C.  R.  294; 


1122 


THE    LAW   OF   RAILWAYS. 


And  tlicy  are  held  to  tlie  same  liability  by  leaving  an  excavation 
in  the  street  ungnarded.* 

3.  Injuries  to  personB  on  the  track. — At  places  other  than 
crossings,  or  in  public  highways,  a  railroad  track  is  the  private 
property  of  the  company,  and  no  one  other  than  the  company's 
servants  or  employes,  in.  the  necessary  discharge  of  duties  there, 
have  any  right  to  be  thereon;  and  more  especially  so  as  to  their 
using  the  same  as  a  thoroughfare  or  patl>way,  on  which  to  walk 
or  travel.*  And  thongh  the  company  may  not  wantonly  injure 
persons  thus  intruding  upon  and  using  the  same,*  yet  if  the  per- 
son be  an  adult,  not  knovvn  to  those  in  charge  of  the  train  to  be 
deficient  in  discretion,  or  in  phj'sical  ability  to  take  care  of  him- 
self, or  not  known  to  be  deficient  in  his  faculty  of  hearing,  and 
not  in  any  way  presenting  indications  of  being  disabled,  or  inca- 
pable of  taking  care  for  his  safety,  then  the  persons  in  charge  of 
the  train  have  a  right  to  conclude,  and  to  act  on  that  conclusion, 
that  such  person  is  in  possession  of  all  his  proper  faculties  to 
enable  him  to  do  so,  and  will  leave  the  track  in  time  to  save  him- 
self from   injury,  and  are  not  bound  to  stop  or  check  np  the 


Sioax  City  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stout, 
17  Wall.  657;  Keffe  v.  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  207,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  231;  Eoons  v.  St.  Louis 
&  Iron  Mountain  R.  R.  Co.,  65  Mo. 
592;  Hydraulic  Works  Co.  v.  Orr,  83 
Penn.  St.  332.  It  id  otherwise,  how- 
ever, where  the  turn-table  is  isolated: 
St.  Louis,  Yandalia  &  Terre  Haute 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Bell,  81  III.  76. 

iHagan'sCase,  5  Dill.  96. 

^Finlayson  v.  The  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R. 
Co..  1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  Phil.  & 
Reading  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hummell,  44 
Penn.  St.  375;  Pitlsl)urgh,Ft.  Wayne 
&  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Collins,  87  Ponn.  St. 
405;  Patterson  v.  Phila.,  Wil.  &  Bait. 
R.  R.  Co.,  4  Houst.  (Del.),  103;  S.  C. 
7,  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  207;  Isabel  p.  Hanni- 
bal &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo. 
475,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rtp.  261;  Hazen  v. 
Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Gray, 
574,  580;  Metallic  Com  p.  Casting  Co. 
V.  Fiu-hburg  R.  R.  Co.,  109  Mass. 
277;  Sweeney  v.  Boston  &  Albany  R, 


R.  Co.,  12S  Id.  5;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Enpr. 
R.  R.  Cas.  138;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Hetherington,  83  111.  510;  McCarty 
V.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  17  Hun, 
74;  Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Ward,  4 
Col.  30.  But  see,  as  to  a  child  at  a 
station:  Hicks  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  430,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  273;  Penn. 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Lewis,  79  Penn.  St.  33. 

•  Finlayson  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  Patterson 
V.  Phila.,  Wil.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  4 
Houst.  (Del.),  103;  S.  C.  7  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  207;  Isabel  r.  H.  &  St.  J.  R.  R. 
Co.,  s^ipra;  Donaldson  p.  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  293,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  15;  Penn.  Co.  v. 
Sinclair,  62  Ind.  301;  Rounds  p.  Del., 
Lack.  &  West'n  R  R.  Co.,  64  N.  Y. 
129,  3  Hun,  329,  5  Thomp.  &  C.  475; 
McCarty  r.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co., 
17  Hun,  74;  Johnson  v.  Boston  &  Me. 
R.  R.  Co.,  125  Ma«8.  75;  Morrissey  v. 
Eastern  R.  R.  Co..  126  Id,  877 
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train  on  hie  acconnt;*  bnt  as  a  matter  of  ordinary  prudence 
and  care,  it  is  their  duty  to  sound  tlie  wliistle  and  ring  the 
bell,  as  a  warning  of  the  approaching  danger.' 

Yet  under  ordinary  circumstances  there  is  no  obligation  rest- 
ing upon  the  company  to  stop  or  check  up  their  train  in  ap- 
proaching a  person  thus  intruding  and  walking  along  upon  its 
track.'  As  exceptions  to  this  rule,  however,  if  the  person  be  an 
infant  of  tender  years,  or  a  person  known  to  those  in  charge  of 
the  train  to  be  deaf,  helpless,  or  infimi  in  body  or  mind,  or  is 
found  to  be  prostrate  on  the  track,  we  may  add,  so  as  to  present 


»Finla-8oa  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  Indianapolis 
&  V.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  McClaren,  62  Ind. 
666;  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Jones,  76  111.  311;  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dam- 
ert- 11,  81  111.  450;  Mobile  &  M.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Blakely,  59  Ala.  471;  Tanner  r. 
Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  60 
Ala.  621 ;  Cogsw.  11  v.  Oregon  &  Cal. 
R.  R.  Co.,  6  Oreg.  417. 

3  Finlayson  v,  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579.  But  see  Har- 
lan r.  St.  Lor.is,  Kansas  City  &  North- 
ern R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  480,  17  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  800.  In  Tennessee,  by  statute, 
railroad  companies  are  required  in 
such  case  to  sound  the  whistle,  and 
use  every  possible  means  to  stop  the 
train  and  prevent  the  accident,  and 
for  failure  to  do  so  they  are  absolutely 
liable:  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R. 
Co.  f>.  Connor,  9  Heisk.  19,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  368;  Hill  v,  Louisville  & 
Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Heisk.  823,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Kep.  400;  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville R.  R.  Co.  V,  Robertson,  9  Heisk. 
276,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9.  By  section 
1169  of  the  code,  the  burden  of  proof 
is  expressly  put  upon  the  company  to 
prove  its  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  statute,  and  necessarily 
that  it  has  requisite  means  to  be  thus 
employed,  and  to  show  that  its  road, 
machinery  and  equipments  are  in  good 
0 'der,  and  conform  to  the  present  state 


of  the  art:  L.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Con- 
nor, supra.  An  instruction  as  to  such 
duty  which  is  no  broader  than  the 
statute,  is  good:  Ibid.  A  slight  in- 
crease of  danger  to  passengers  is  no 
excuse  for  not  compl3'ing  with  the 
statute;  nor,  if  it  were,  would  em- 
ployes be  permitted  to  give  their  mere 
opinion  to  that  effect,  without  clearly 
showing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
danger  incurred:  Ibid,  The  statute 
must  be  strictly  obeyed,  whether  it 
seems  necessary  or  proper  to  the  court 
or  the  company,  or  not:  Jbid.;  Hill  t\ 
L.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  And  even 
if  the  jury  find  that  the  accident 
would  have  happened  had  the  statu- 
tory precautions  been  observed,  it  will 
not  excuse  the  defendant:  L.  &  N.  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Connor,  supra.  And  if  the 
plaintiff's  intestate  were  drunk,  still 
the  defendant  is  liable,  if  the  whistle 
was  not  blown:  Hill  r.  L.  &  N.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra.  This  statute  does  not 
apply  as  between  the  company  and  its 
employes  about  their  yards  and  sta- 
tions: Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Robertson,  9  Heisk.  276,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9. 

« Finlayson  v,  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C  C.  R.  579;  Phil.  &  Read- 
ing R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hummell,  44  Penn. 
St.  375;  Maher  v.  Atlantic  &  Pacific 
R.  R.,  64  Mo.  267,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
231. 


1122 


THE    LAW   OF  EAILWAY8. 


And  they  are  held  to  the  same  liability  by  leaving  an  excavation 
in  the  street  ungnarded/ 

3.  Injuries  to  personB  on  the  track. — At  places  other  than 
crossings,  or  in  pnblic  highways,  a  railroad  track  is  the  private 
property  of  the  company,  and  no  one  other  than  tlie  company's 
servants  or  employes,  in/ the  necessary  discharge  ofdnties  there, 
have  any  right  to  be  thereon;  and  more  especially  bo  as  to  their 
using  the  same  as  a  thoroughfare  or  patl>way,  on  which  to  walk 
or  travel."  And  though  the  company  may  not  wantonly  injure 
persons  thus  intruding  upon  and  using  the  same,*  yet  if  the  per- 
son be  an  adult,  not  known  to  those  in  charge  of  the  train  to  be 
deficient  in  discretion,  or  in  physical  ability  to  take  care  of  him- 
self, or  not  known  to  be  deficient  in  his  faculty  of  hearing,  and 
not  in  any  way  presenting  indications  of  being  disabled,  or  inca- 
pable of  taking  care  for  his  safety,  then  the  persons  in  charge  of 
the  train  have  a  right  to  conclude,  and  to  act  on  that  conclusion, 
that  such  person  is  in  possession  of  all  liis  proper  faculties  to 
enable  him  to  do  so,  and  will  leave  the  track  in  time  to  save  him- 
self from   injury,  and  are  not  bound  to  stop  or  check  up  the 


Sioox  City  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stout, 
17  Wall.  657;  Keffe  v.  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co..  21  Minn.  207,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  231 ;  Koons  p.  St.  Louia 
&  Iron  Mountain  R.  R.  Co.,  65  Mo. 
592;  Hydraulic  Works  Co.  r.  Orr,  83 
I'enn.  St.  332.  It  id  otherwise,  how- 
ever, where  the  turn-table  is  isolated: 
St.  Louis,  Vandalia  &  Terre  Haute 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Bell,  81  III.  76. 

»Hagran'sCase,  5  Dill.  96. 

^Finlayson  r.  The  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R. 
Co.,  1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  Phil.  & 
Reading  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hummell,  44 
Penn.  St.  375;  Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne 
&  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Collins,  87  Prnn.  St. 
405;  Patterson  v.  Phila.,  Wil.  &  Bait. 
R.  R.  Co.,  4  Houst.  (Del.),  103;  S.  C. 
7.  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  207;  Isabel  v.  Hunni- 
bal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo. 
475,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rtp.  261;  Hazen  v. 
Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Gray, 
574,  580;  Metallic  Comp.  Casting  Co. 
V.  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  109  Mass. 
277;  Sweeney  v.  Boston  &  Albany  E. 


R.  Co.,  128  Id.  5;  S.  C.  lAm.  &  Eng. 
R.  R.  Cas.  138;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Hetherington,  83  111.  510;  McCarty 
V.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  17  Hun, 
74;  Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Ward,  4 
Col.  30.  But  see,  as  to  a  child  at  a 
station :  Hicks  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  430,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  273;  Penn. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Lewis,  79  Penn.  St.  33. 

» Finlayson  r.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579;  Patterson 
V.  Phila.,  Wil.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co..  4 
Houst.  (Del.),  103;  S.  C.  7  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  207;  Isabel  v,  H.  &  St.  J.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra;  Donaldson  v.  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  21  Minn.  293,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  15;  Penn.  Co.  v. 
Sinclair,  62  Ind.  301;  Rounds  c.  Del., 
Lack.  &  West'n  R.  R.  Co.,  64  N.  Y. 
129,  3  Hun,  329.  5  Thomp.  &  C.  475; 
McCarty  r.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co., 
17  Hun,  74;  Johnson  v,  Boston  &  Me. 
R.  R.  Co.,  125  Mass.  75;  Morrissey  v. 
Eastern  R.  R.  Co..  126  Id.  877 
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train  on  his  acconnt;*  but  as  a  matter  of  ordinary  prudence 
and  care,  it  is  their  duty  to  sound  tlie  wliistle  and  ring  the 
bell,  as  a  warning  of  the  approaching  danger.' 

Yet  under  ordinary  circumstances  there  is  no  obligation  rest- 
ing upon  the  company  to  stop  or  check  up  their  train  in  ap- 
proaching a  person  thus  intruding  and  walking  along  upon  its 
track."  As  exceptions  to  this  rule,  hosvever,  if  tlie  person  be  an 
infant  of  tender  years,  or  a  person  known  to  those  in  charge  of 
the  train  to  be  deaf,  helpless,  or  infirm  in  body  or  mind,  or  is 
found  to  be  prostrate  on  the  track,  we  may  add,  so  as  to  present 


»Finlav8on  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  679;  Indianapolis 
&  V.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  McClaren,  62  Ind. 
566;  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V,  Jones.  76  111.  311;  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dam- 
ert-ll,  81  111.  450;  Mobile  &  M.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Blakely,  59  Ala.  471;  Ttinner  r. 
Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  60 
Ala.  621 ;  Cogsw.  11  v.  Oregon  &  Cal. 
R.  R.  Co.,  6  Oreg.  417. 

2  Finlayson  t».  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  579.  But  see  Har- 
lan r.  St.  Lor.is,  Kansas  City  &  North- 
ern R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  480,  17  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  300.  In  Tennessee,  by  statute, 
railroad  companies  are  required  in 
such  case  to  sound  the  whistle,  and 
use  every  possible  means  to  stop  the 
train  and  prevent  the  accident,  and 
for  failure  to  do  so  they  are  absolutely 
liable:  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Connor,  9  Heisk.  19,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  368;  Hill  v.  Louisville  & 
Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Heisk.  823,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Kep.  400;  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville R.  R.  Co.  r.  Robertson,  9  Heisk. 
276,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9.  By  section 
1169  of  the  code,  the  burden  of  proof 
is  expressly  put  upon  the  company  to 
prove  its  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  statute,  and  necessarily 
that  it  has  requisite  means  to  be  thus 
employed,  and  to  show  that  its  road, 
machinery  and  equipments  are  in  good 
o.'der,  and  conform  to  the  present  state 


of  the  art:  L.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Con- 
nor, supra.  An  instruction  as  to  such 
duty  which  is  no  broader  than  the 
statute,  is  good:  Ibid.  A  slight  in- 
crease of  danger  to  passengers  is  no 
excuse  for  not  compl)'ing  with  the 
statute;  nor,  if  it  were,  would  em- 
ployes be  permitted  to  give  their  mere 
opinion  to  that  eflPect,  without  clearly 
shov.'ing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
danger  incurred:  Ibid.  The  statute 
must  be  strictly  obeyed,  whether  it 
seems  necessary  or  proper  to  the  court 
or  the  company,  or  not:  Ibid.;  Hill  v. 
L.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  And  even 
if  the  jury  find  that  the  accident 
would  have  happened  had  the  statu- 
tory precautions  been  observed,  it  will 
not  excuse  the  defendant:  L.  &  N.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Connor,  supra.  And  if  the 
plaintiff's  intestate  were  drunk,  still 
the  defendant  is  liable,  if  the  whistle 
was  not  blown:  Hill  r.  L.  &  N.  R.  R.  , 
Co.,  supra.  This  statute  does  not 
apply  as  between  the  company  and  its 
employes  about  their  yards  and  sta- 
tions: Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Robertson,  9  Heisk.  276,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9. 

« Finlayson  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Dillon's  C  C.  R.  579;  Phil.  &  Read- 
ing R.  R.  Co.  V.  Huromell,  44  Penn. 
St.  375;  Mahpr  v.  Atlantic  &  Pacific 
R.  R.,  64  Mo.  267,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
231. 


i 
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is  allowable  for  loss  of  the  widow  or  heirs  caased  by  reason  of 
the  death. 

Corix)rate  bodies  are  alike  snbjcct,  as  natural  persons  are,  to 
general  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  quiet,  coratbrt,  safety  and 
health  of  the  people,  unless  exempt  by  provision  of  their  char- 
ters;* consequently,  for  omission  to  obey  such  laws,  they  will 
be  liable,  if  injury  flow  from  such  omission,  althongii  the  injured 
party  be  in  some  degree  guilty  of  negligence  which  contributes 
t4)  causing  the  injury;*  and  such  negligence  of  the  injured  party 
may  be  shown  in  diminution  of  damages.'  But  if  compliance 
with  the  law  by  the  company  be  proven,  then  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiif  or  injured  person  is  a  bar  to  the  action.* 

By  section  1169  of  the  Code,  the  burden  of  jiroof  is  expressly 
put  upon  the  defendant  to  prove  that  it  has  complied  with  sec- 
tion 1166,  et  sequens^  relating  to  requirements  for  the  preven- 
tion of  accidents,  and  necessarily  that  it  had  all  requisite  means 
to  be  thus  employed;^  and  this,  it  is  said,  is  but  in  affirmance 
of  the  common  law  rule,  that  the  killing  being  proved,  the  omts 
is  upon  the  defendant  to  clear  itself  *of  negligence.*  An  instruc- 
tion in  regard  to  such  statutory  requirements,  which  is  no 
broader  than  the  letter  of  the  statute,  is  good.'  A  slight  increase 
of  danger  to  passengers  will  not  excuse  the  omission  to  comply 


Co.  r.  Burke,  admr.,  et  al.,  supra.  By 
Bi'ction  2291  of  the  Code,  the  personal 
FppreBentfltive  is  (^ven  an  action,  and 
may  recover  for  the  mental  and  bodily 
Buffering  of  the  deceased,  loss  ot  time, 
necessary  expenses,  etc.,  and  also 
damages  resulting  to  the  bt^neficiaries; 
but  for  grief  and  mental  suffering  of 
the  latter,  no  damages  can  be  re- 
covered: Nashville  &  Chattanooga 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Stevens,  9  Heisk.  12,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  863;  Collins  v.  East 
Tenn.,  Va.  &  Ga.  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Heisk. 
841,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  46. 

^  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Burke,  admr.,  et  al.,  6  Cold.  45. 

2  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Burke,  admr.,  et  aL,  6  Cold.  45.  See 
Boston,  Concord  &  Montreal  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  State,  32  N.  H.  215;  South 
Western  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Paulk,  24  Ga. 


a56. 

'Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co. 
t>.  Burke,  admr.,  et  a/.,  6  Cold.  45; 
Smith,  admr.,  v.  The  Nashville  k  Chat. 
R.  R.  Co.,  6  Cold.  589;  Louisville  & 
Nashville  R.  R.Co.  v.  Conner,  58  Tenn. 
(2  Baxter),  :382,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  194. 

*  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Burke,  admr.,  6  Cold.  45, 51.  So  also, 
if  the  iiyury  be  the  result  of  the  will- 
ful act  of  the  person  injured:    lb. 

*  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Connor,  9  Heisk.  19,  1 )  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  368.  This  section  does  not  apply 
as  between  the  company  and  their 
employes  about  their  yards  and  sta- 
tions: Same  v,  Robertson,  9  Heisk. 
276.  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9. 

*  Ibid, 
^  Ibid. 
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with  such  requirements,  and  employes  will  not  be  allowed  to 
give  their  opinion  to  that  eflfect,  without  clearly  detinin^:  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  danger  incurred.*  The  omission  to  ob- 
serve the  statutory  precautions  will  render  the  defendant  liable, 
ipso  facto ^  even  though  the  jury  tind  the  accident  would  have 
happened  had  they  been  observed.' 

Section  2291  of  the  Code,  before  referred  to,  giving  the  right 
of  action  to  the  personal  representative  for  the  benefit  of  the 
widow  and  next  of  kin,  and  section  2292,  providing  that  if  the 
personal  representative  decline  to  institute  the  action,  the  widow 
and  children  might  use  his  name  in  brini^ing  suit,  were  subse- 
quently amended  by  Act  of  1871,  Ch.  78,  by  giving  the  right  of 
action  to  the  widow,  or  in  case  there  was  none,  to  the  children 
or  personal  representative,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  or  next 
of  kin.  A  suit  was  brought  by  a  widow  under  this  statute  for 
the  death  of  her  husband,  occurring  more  than  two  months  be- 
fore its  passage.  It  was  objected  that  she  could  not  maintain 
the  action.  The  court  held  that  the  objection  should  have  been 
made  in  limine;  that  as  the  facts  appeared  upon  the  face  of 
the  declaration,  it  should  have  been  taken. by  demurrer;  and  as 
the  effect  of  making  an(i  sustaining  the  objection  at  the  trial 
would  be  to  defeat  the  action  by  limitation,  they  would  be  slow 
to  entertain  it.*  While  recognizing  the  general  rule  that  all 
statutes  operate  prospectively  unless  they  import  upon  their  face 
a  retrospective  operation,  they  hold  that  the  law  in  question  is 
not  retrospective  in  a  constitutional  sense.*  The  rule  that  a 
vested  right  of  action  is  property,  and  is  protected  from  such 
legislation,  applies,  it  is  said,  to  rights  of  action  arising  ex  con- 
trdctu^  or  from  the  common  law,  and  does  not  apply  to  the  right 
to  a  particular  remedy.  Over  the  subject  of  remedies  the  state 
has  supreme  control,  and  may  alter  them  at  pleasure,  or  give 
cumulative  remedies,  without  infringing  this  prohibition  against 
retrospective  laws.*  The  act  was  intended  to  meet  cases  where 
there  was  no  likelihood  of  administration,  and  to  apply  to  causes 

'  Tbid;   Hill  r.  Louisville  &  Nash-  pra. 
ville  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Heisk.  823,  19  Am.         'Collins  v.  East  Tenn.,  Va.  &  Ga. 

Ry.  Rep.  400.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra, 

« Ihld.  and  Hill  v.  L.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  *  Ibid. 

L.  &N  R.R.Co.  V.  Robertson,   Col-         ^Ihid. 
Una  V.  E.  T.,  V.  &  G.  R.  R.  Co.,  sw 
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of  action  arising  under  the  code,  but  was  not,  for  that  reason, 
retrospective  in  the  sense  of  the  constitution.'  WJiether  the 
action  be  brought  by  the  widow  or  administrator,  the  children 
are  not  necessarj'  parties.*  The  recovery  inures  to  the  benefit 
of  the  widow  and  children,  and  is  distributed  as  personal  prop- 
erty.' 

In  actions  for  personal  injuries,  evidence  of  the  pecuniary 
status  of  the  parties,  as  to  wealth  or  poverty,  is  not  ordinarily 
])roper  to  go  to  the  jury;*  nor  the  fact  of  the  injured  person's  de- 
pendence on  his  personal  labor  for  a  living  or  means  of  support.* 

To  justify  the  finding  of  exemplary  damages,  there  must  be 
evidence  of  fraud,  violence,  malice,  or  oppression,  commingled 
with  wrong  acts  of  the  defendant.*  It  is  not  the  duty  of  railroad 
companies  to  afford  personal  service  of  nursing  for  sick  persons 
traveling  on  their  trains;  such  persons  are  bound  to  provide 
their  own  attendants.' 

Under  the  Texas  statute,  which  gives  a  right  of  action  to  "the 
heirs,  representatives  or  relations"  of  the  deceased,  it  is  held 
that  suit  may  be  brought  by  a  guardian  of  minor  children.  It 
is  not  material  whetlier  suit  is  brought  in  the  name  of  the  guard- 
ian for  the  ward,  or  in  the  name  of  the  ward  .by  his  guardian." 
The  second  section  of  the  act  provided  "every  such  action  shall 
be  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  benefit  of  the  surviving  husband, 


« Rid. 

« Ihid. 

•  IhUL  In  that  state,  if  one  of  several 
companies  forminjf  a  continuous  line, 
by  aprrecment  with  the  others,  sells 
through  tickets  over  the  entire  rout/C,  it 
will  be  rcgrarded  as  the  a^rent  of  the 
others;  and  the  selling  company  may, 
by  contract  either  express  or  implied, 
become  liable  over  the  entire  route. 
Buc  the  sale  of  the  ticket  merely  will 
not  establish  such  liability,  or  cast  upon 
the  defendant  the  burden  of  proving"  an 
express  limitation  of  liability— fifcus, 
if  a  partnership  be  proved :  Nashville 
&  Cliattanooga  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Spray- 
berry,  9  Helsk.  852,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 


55. 


*  Shea  V.  Portrero  &  Bay  View  R.  R. 
Co.,  44  Cal.  414;  Conant  v.  Griffin,  48 


111.  410;  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Bayfield,  37  Mich.  205.  But  see 
contra,  Louisville,  Cincinnati  &  Lex- 
ington R.  R.  Co.  V.  Mahony,  7  Bush, 
2;35. 

*  Shea  p.  Portrero  &  Bay  View  R.  R. 
Co.,  44  Cal.  414;  Malone  v,  Hawley,  46 
Cal.  409.  See  Ballou  p.  Farnum,  11 
Allen,  73;  Shaw  r.  Boston  &  Wor- 
cester R.  R.  Co.,  8  Gray,  45;  Bait.  & 
Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Shipley,  31  Md.  368; 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Books,  57  Penn.  St. 
339. 

*  New  Orleans,  Jackson  &  Great  N. 
R.  R.  Co.  t>.  Statham,  42  Miss.  607. 

'  New  Orleans,  Jackson  &  Great  N, 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Statham,  42  Miss.  607. 

*  Houston  &  Tex.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.  r. 
Bmdley,  45  Tex.  171, 13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
213. 
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wife,  child,  or  children,  *  *  *  and  may  be  brought  by  snch 
entitled  parties,  or  any  one  of  them;  and  if  such  parties  fail,  for 
three  calendar  months,  to  institute  suit,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  executor  or  administrator  of  the  deceased," etc. — held^  that 
this  section  did  not  limit  the  right  to  sue,  after  tliree  months,  to 
the  administrator  or  executor.'  Nor  is  the  right  of  the  children 
to  share  in  the  damages  made  dependent  upon  the  contingency 
that  the  surviving  husband  or  wife  fail  to  bring  suit  within 
three  months.  The  action,  by  whomsoever  brought,  is  for  tlie 
benefit  of  all  named.' 

The  widow,  having  compromised  her  right  to  damages,  is  not 
a  necessary  party  to  such  suit  by  the  guardian.'  The  mother,  as 
natural  guardian,  can  not  control  or  manage  the  property  of  the 
child,  and  therefore  can  not  compromise  or  settle  such  claim  for 
damages  in  favor  of  the  children.*  And  where  the  widow  has 
compromised  her  individual  claim  for  damages  .by  instrument  in 
writing,  parol  evidence  of  her  contemporaneous  declarations  will 
not  be  received  to  show  that  the  settlement  was  intended  to  in- 
clude damafifes  accruin<j  to  the  children.*  The  statute  contem- 
plates  but  one  suit,  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  beneficiaries.* 

In  Colorado,  it  is  held  that  the  fact  that  a  widow  was  not 
entirely  dependent  upon  her  husband  for  support  during  his 
lifetime,  does  not  aflect  her  right  of  recovery  under  their  statute.^ 

3.  The  Btatntory  action  is  local  to  the  state  w^here  the  injury 
occurs. — The  right  given  bv  statute  to  the  recovefv  of  damaires 
for  injuries  resulting  in  death,  caused  by  the  wrong  act  or  neg- 
ligence of  a  railroad  company,  its  employes  and  servants,  is  local 
in  its  nature,  and  can  only  be  enforced  in  the  courts  of  the  coun- 
try or  state  wherein  the  right  is  given  by  statute,  and  the  injury 
is  incurred.'    To  enable  the  administrator  or  executor  of  the  de- 

>7&irf.  •Whitford,  adm'r,  r.  The  Panama 

^Ihid,  R.  R.  Co.,  23  N.  Y.  465;  Vanderwer- 

» Ibid,  ken  r.  New  York  &  New  Haven  R. 

*  Ibid.  R.  Co.,  6  Abbott's  Pr.  239;  Vandeven- 
^Ibid,  ter  v.  Same,  27  Barb.  244;  Beach  r. 

•  Houston  &  Tex.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Bay  State  Steamboat  Co.,  SO  Barb. 
Moore,  49  Tex.  31;  Galveston,  H.  &  433;  Crowley  r.  Panama  R.  R.Co.,  Id. 
S.  A.  B.  B.  Co.  r.  LeGierse,  51  Tex.  99;  McDonald  v.  Mallory,  77  N.  Y. 
189.  546;  Woodard  v.  Michigan  Southern 

'Denver,  S.  P.  &  P.  Ry.  Co.  v.  &  N.  Indiana  R.  R.Co.,  10  Ohio  St. 
Woodward,  4  Col.  1,  162.  121;  Richardson,  admV,  t\  N.Y.  Cent. 
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ceased  to  recover,  or  such  other  person  as  may  be  by  the.  statute 
authorized  to  maintain  the  suit,  the  injury  must  have  accrued 
within  the  same  state  wherein  the  statutory  right  is  given,  and 
the  suit  is  brought;  and  if  the  suit  be  by  an  administrator  or 
executor,  and  the  proceeds  are  by  law  to  go  to  the  widow  or  kin- 
dred of  the  deceased,  then  it  is  holden  that  administration  must 
be  granted  in  the  same  state  where  the  injury  occurred,  as  the 
right  is  not  one  subject  to  general  administration,  and  that  the 
suit  itself  must  also  be  brought  where  the  injury  was  in- 
flicted/ 

The  legal  representatives  of  the  deceased  person  can  not  main- 
tain the  action  in  a  different  state,  or  under  the  law  of  a  diflFer- 
ent  state,  than  the  one  wherein  the  injury  is  inflicted.  Tlie  right 
is  not  one  by  common  law,  inuring  as  of  legal  result,  as  incident 
to  the  estate,  to  the  administrator,  but  is  a  statutory  right;  so 
it  can  only  be  enforced  in  that  jurisdiction  wherein  the  statute 
that  gives  it  is  itself  in  force.*'* 

If  the  injury  occur  in  one  state,  and  the  suit  be  brought  in 
another  and  diflferent  state,  then  there  can  be  no  recovery,  even 
if  both  the  states  have  a  similar  statute  precisely  alike;  for  the 
action  thus  bronijht  can  not  be  sustained  bv  virtue  of  the  stat- 
ute  of  the  state  wherein  the  injur}'  accrued,  for  the  reason  that 
the  statute  of  that  state  can  have  no  extra-territorial  force,  and 
therefore  can  not  be  the  basis  of  a  recovery  in  a  neighboring 


R.  R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  85,  92;  Pickering 
r.  Fisk,  6  Vt.  102;  Judge  of  Probate 
V.  Hibba^d^  44  Vt.  597;  S.  C.  8  Am. 
R.  396;  McCarthy  v.  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  18  Kans. 
46,  9  An).  Ry.  Rep.  301.  But  see, 
contra,  Nashville  &  Chattanooga  R. 
R.  Co.  ».  Sprayberry,  9  Heisk.  802,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  55;  Dennick  t\  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.  of  N.  J..  103  U.  S.  11.  1  Am. 
J:  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  309.  The  New 
York  statute  is  held  to  cover  the  case 
of  the  killing  of  a  citizen  of  that  state 
4ipon  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  state, 
though  at  the  time  without  the  juris- 
diction oi  the  state:  McDonald  v.  Mal- 
lory,  supra. 

*  Richardson,  adm'r,  v,  N.  Y.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  85,  92;  Whitford 


V.  The  Panama  R.  R.  Co.,  23  N.  Y. 
465;  Woodard  i?.  The  Michigan 
Southern  &  N.  Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  10 
Ohio  St.  121.  And  the  petition  or  dec- 
laration must  state  the  names  of  the 
next  of  kin  of  the  deceased,  and  their 
relationship  to  him,  in  cases  where  the 
recovery  is  for  their  benefit.  It  must 
aver  that  there  are  next  of  kin,  and 
name  them.  See  Indianapolis,  Pitts- 
burg &  Cleveland  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kee- 
ly's  adm'r,  23  Ind.  133. 

*  Richardson,  adm*r,  v.  N.  Y.  Cent. 
R.R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  85;  Woodard  v. 
Mich.  S.  &  N.  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Ohio 
St.  121;  Whitford,  adm'r,  v.  The  Pan- 
ama R.  R.  Co.,  23  N.  Y.  465;  Mc- 
Carthy t?.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R,  R.  Co., 
supra. 
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state.  And  so,  on  the  other  hand,  for  a  like  want  of  extra-ter- 
ritorial force  of  the  statute  of  the  state  wherein  the  suit  is 
brought,  the  action  can  not  be  maintained  by  force  of  the  statute 
of  that  state;  for  such  statute  not  having  any  force  where  the 
injury  occurred,  can  not  be  the  basis  of  a  right  of  action  for 
such  injury,  which  is  in  fact  an  injury  only  by  virtue  of  the 
statute  of  the  state  where  it  occurred.  In  short,  each  statute  law 
is  no  law  outside  of  the  state  of  its  enactment*  The  statute 
giving  the  right  of  action  for  a  tort  can  not  be  enforced  in  a 
neighboring  state;  and  so,  in  like  manner,  the  statute  of  the 
neighboring  state  where  suit  is  brought  can  neither  give  nor  en- 
force an  action,  extra  common  law  in  character,  and  in  the  nat- 
ure of  a  tort,  foi;  that  which  occurred  in  a  neighboring  state, 
and  is  only  actionable  by  the  local  law  of  the  state  where  it  oc- 
curred, and  because  it  occurred  therein."  Its  actionable  charac- 
ter not  flowing  from  any  other  legal  source  but  the  statute  law 
of  the  state  where  the  injury  occurred,  the  remedy  can  not  be 
had  outside  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  such  state,  for  the  rea- 
son that  its  law  alone  gives  the  action,  and  that  law  has  no  force 
beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  the  authority  that  enacted  it.' 

The  case  referred  to  in  23d  New  York,  Whitford  v.  The  Pan- 
ama Railroad  Company,  was  one  brought  in  New  York,  under 
the  statute  of  New  York,  to  recover  for  a  death  that  occurred  on 
the  Panama  Kailroad,  in  the  state  of  Panama,  and,  as  alleged, 
was  caused  bv  the  nefflisrence  of  the  defendants,  the  Panama 
Railroad  Company.  The  New  York  court,  Denio,  Justice,  to 
illustrate  the  rulings  of  that  court  in  holding  that  such  action 
would  not  lie  in  New  York,  say:     "It  would  be  easy  to  illus- 


*  Woodard  t>.  Mich.  Southern  & 
Northern  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Ohio  St. 
121;  Mackay  v  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  4 
Fed.  Repr.  617  (U.  S.  Cir.  Ct.,  S.  Dist. 
N.y.).  See,  contra,  N.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Spray  berry,  and  Den  nick  v.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra;  and  the  recent  case 
of  Leonard  v.  Columbia  Steam  Nav. 
Co.,  84  N.  T.  48,  1  Am.  and  Eng.  R. 
R.  Cas.  314,  distinguishing  the  earlier 
New  York  cases,  and  holding  that  a 
right  of  action  exists  where  the  stat- 
utes are  substantially  the  same.  And 
see,  to  the  same  effect,  Stallknecht  f. 


Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Hun,  451. 

nVhitford  v.  The  Panama  R.  R. 
Co.,  23  N.Y.  465;  Story's  Con  fl.  of 
Laws,  sees.  18,  20;  United  States  v, 
Bevans,  3  Wheat.  336,  386;  Bank  of 
Augusta  p.  Earle,  13  Pet.  519;  Wood- 
ard V.  Mich.  S.  &  N.  Ind.  R.  R.  Co., 
10  Ohio  St.  121. 

» Whitford  p.  The  Panama  R.  R. 
Co.,  23  N.  Y.  465;  Richardson,  admV, 
f?.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  85 j 
Judge  of  Probate  p.  Hibbard,  44  Vt. 
595;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  396. 
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trate  the  correctness  of  these  y)Osition8  by  referring  to  tlie  pre- 
posterous  results  which  would  follow  from  a  different  rule.  Snj)- 
pose  the  i^overnment  of  New  Granada  to  have  enacted  that  the 
proprietors  of  a  railroad  company  should  not  be  responsible  for 
the  negligence  of  its  servants,  provided  there  was  no  want  of  due 
care  in  selecting  them;  it  could  not  be  pretended  that  its  will 
could  be  set  at  naught  by  prosecuting  tlie  corporation  in  tlie 
courts  of  another  state  where  the  law  was  different."  * 

And  ill  the  same  case,  Daviks,  Justice,  it  is  said:  "The  only 
remaining  question  to  be  considered  is,  whether  this  action,  cre- 
ated by  and  deriving  all  its  vitality  from  a  statute  of  this  state, 
can  be  maintained,  when  the  injury  was  inflicted  without  the  ter- 
ritorial limits  of  this  state.  It  is  in  this  view  of  the  case  an 
entirely  immaterial  question  whether  the  injury  was  caused  by 
the  wronofful  act,  ne<jlect  or  default  of  a  natural  or  artificial 
person,  or  whether  the  artificial  person  was  created  by  the  laws 

r 

of  this  state,  or  that  of  any  other  state  or  foreign  country. 
Keeping  in  view  the  proposition,  which  it  is  deemed  has  been 
established,  that  no  such  action  could  have  been  maintained  nt 
the  common  law,  on  what  principle  is  it,  that  for  the  act  of  the 
defendants,  committed  in  New  Granada,  they  can  be  made  liable, 
bv  virtue  of  the  statute  of  the  state  of  New  York,  which  has 
no  extra-territorial  vitality,  and  is  of  no  eflFect  whatever 
there?"' 

In  the  same  case,  the  same  learned  judge  lays  down  the  rule 
in  the  following  language:  "Suppose  a  similar  transaction  to 
this  had  taken  place  in  England,  and  the  person  on  whom  the 
duty  safely  to  transport,  rested,  had  resided  there  after  tJie  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  9  and  10  Victoria,  and  a  similar  accident  had 
happened,  and  the  administrator  had  sought  his  remedy  in  the 
courts  of  this  state,  happening  to  find  the  party  liable  under  this 
statute  within  this  state:  can  it  be  seriouslv  maintained  that  bv 
virtue  of  the  act  of  9  and  10  Victoria,  he  could  recover  here?  I 
suppose  clearly  not;  and  these  illustrations  show  that  the  plaint- 
iff can  not,  in  this  action,  recover  bj'  virtue  of  our  statute,  for 
injuries  which  occurred  to  his  intestate,  happening  where  that 
statute  had  no  force.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  a  statute  of  a 
state  of  this  Union  has  no  extra-territorial  effect."    The  court 

'  23  N.  T.  465,  474.  >  2.3  N.  Y.  480. 


PEBSONAL  INJURY  EESULTINO  IN  DEATH.  1153 

then  add,  that  "  while  all  transactions  occnrring  liere,  or  liabil- 
ities for  acts  done  here,  are  to  be  affected  and  governed  by  our 
local  law,  no  such  result  follows  transactions  occurring  in  a  dif- 
ferent state  or  territory  where  those  laws  are  unknown,  where 
they  are  entirely  inoperative,  and  where  different  rules  applica- 
ble to  the  subject-matter  may  prevail."  * 

But  to  our  mind  the  principle  is  equally  clear,  that  such  ac- 
tion can  not  be  maintained  in  another  state  than  that  in  which 
the  act  was  committed  or  injury  incurred,  although  both  states 
have  statutes  on  the  subject  precisely  similar;  and  this  conclu- 
sion is  the  unavoidable  re.-ult  of  the  reasoning  of  the  court  in 
tlie  case  above  cited,  to  wit:  that  the  law  of  the  former,  when 
the  suit  is  in  a  different  state  than  that  where  the  injury  was  com- 
mitted,  can  not  give  a  cause  of  action,  for  that  it  has  no  force  in 
the  state  where  the  injury  occurred,  and  tlierefore  no  right  could 
accrue  or  flow  from  the  injury  under  such  law.  And  on  the 
other  hand,  the  statute  of  the  state  wliero  the  act  is  committed 
can  not  be  enforced  where  the  trial  is  had  in  a  different  state. 

The  same  learned  judge  says,  in  said  case,  quoting  the  lan- 
guage of  Crowley  v.  Panama  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Barb.  99,  of  these 
acts  of  assembly,  that  "They  are  purely  locals,  and  limited  to 
the  sovereignty  and  domain  of  the  state,  and  only  apply  where 
the  subject-matter  of  the  action  arose  within  this  state."  So 
Sutherland,  Justice,  in  tlie  case  of  Crowley  v,  Panama  R.  R. 
Co.,  suprUy  quoted  by  the  court  in  Whitford  v,  Panama  IJ.  R. 
Co.,  and  holding  the  same  doctrine,  in  speaking  of  these  stat- 
utes, says  there  is  nothing  wliich  shows  that  they  were  intended 
"to  protect  the  lives  of  its  citizens  while  out  of  the  state; 
— nothincj  to  sliow  that  thev  were  intended  to  extend  to  acts, 
nogjects  or  defaults,  committed  or  suffered  in  another  state";  and 
that  it  must  be  presumed,  as  the  result  of  the  general  principle 
of  territorial  limit  of  political  jurisdiction,  and  of  the  force  of 
laws,  that  these  statutes  are  "  intended  to  regulate  the  conduct 
of  corporations,  their  agents,  engineers,  etc.,  and  of  other  per- 
sons, whilst  operating  or  being  in  this  state  (New  York)  only";  * 
and  that  "  If  a  citizen  of  this  state  leaves  it  and  goes  into  anotlicr 
state,  he  is  left  to  the  protection  of  the  law  of  the  latter  state." 

>  Whitford  v,  Panama  R.  R.  Co.,  23         « 23  N.  Y.  483. 
N.  Y.  480.  481. 
73 
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Again,  many  of  these  acta  denounce  the  same  omissions  or 
negligences  as  criminal,  and  subject  tlie  oflTenders  to  prosecution 
and  punishment  therefor.  In  respect  to  these  provisions  the 
New  York  court  say,  Davies,  Justice;  ^'Can  it  be  for  a  mo- 
ment argued  that  the  servants  of  the  defendants  could  be  in- 
dicted and  punished  in  this  state  for  the  wrongful  act,  neglect 
or  default,  by  which  tlie  plaintiil'^s  intestate  lost  his  life?" 
"  This  view  of  the  subject  furnishes,  in  my  judgment,  a  conclu- 
sive answer  to  the  claim,  that  the  party  guilty  of  the  wrongful 
act,  neglect  or  default,  without  the  territorial  limits  of  this  stuto, 
can,  under  these  statutes,  be  called  to  an  account  in  our  conrti^. 
eitlier  civiliter  or  criminalitery '  It  is  evident,  too,  that  theec 
stal  lies  are  not  the  mere  instruments  of  enforcing  the  ri^ht5 
which  the  common  law  gave  for  injuries  not  resulting  in  death, 
and  that  therefore  the  provisions  of  the  statute  are  to  be  regard- 
•ed  as  only  affecting  the  remedy,  and  may  be  invoked,  as  the  lex 
foriy  in  a  suit  in  one  state  for  an  injury  received  in  another;  but 
tlie  statute  creates  an  entirelv  new  cause  of  action,  unknown 
to  the  common  law.  It  provides,  not  for  the  devolition  of  a 
cause  of  action  which  would  otiierwise  die,  over  to  or  upon  the 
administrator,  but  creates  a  new  and  original  right,  which  with- 
out the  statute  never  could  exist.' 

Tlie  case  of  Richardson,  administrator,  u  The  New  York 
Cent.  Railroad  Company,  v;:as  an  action  brought  in  Massachu- 
setts, by  an  administrator  appointed  in  Massachusetts,  to  recover 
for  an  injury,  resulting  in  death,  upon  the  defendant's  railroad, 
in  tlie  state  of  New  York.  There  was  in  force  in  New  York  at 
the  time  of  the  injury,  and  at  the  time  of  trial,  a  statute  of 
that  state  allowing  an  action  to  be  maintained  by  an  adminis- 
trator of  a  person  dfccascd,  who  came  to  his  death  by  reason  of 
negligence  or  wrong  .act  in  the  state  of  New  York,  in  cases 
where  a  right  of  action  for  the  injury  would  have  inured  to  the 
deceased,  had  he  lived;  and  the  plaintiff  pleaded  and  ixJied  on 

'  23  N.  Y.  4a3,  484.  is  declared,  and  in  the  following  lan- 

^Whitford  r.  Panama  R.  R.  Co.,  23  guage;    that  **A  succession    in    the 

N.  Y.  465,   470;  Judge  of  Probate  r.  right  of  action,  not  existing  by  the 

Hibbard,  44  Vt.  597;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  common  law,  can  not   be  prescribed 

396;  Richardson,  admr.,  ».  New  York  by  the  laws  of  one  state  to  the  tribu- 

Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  85,  92.    In  nals  of  another." 
the  case  here  last  cited  the  doctnne 
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this  statute  of  New  York.  The  court  of  Massachusetts  held,  on 
demurrer,  that  tlie  action  could  not  be  maintained  in  Massachu- 
setts bv  a  Massachusetts  administrator:  that  the  New  York  stat- 
ute  could  not  be  enforced  by  such  administrator  appointed  in 
Massachusetts  bv  the  courts  of  Massachusetts.  The  demurrer 
was  as  follows,  viz.:  ''  No  action  can  be  maintained  in  this  state, 
by  the  plaintiff,  under  or  by  reason  of  any  statute  law  of  the  state 
of  New  York,"  The  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts  sustained 
tlie  demurrer,  and  decided  that  the  action  could  not  be  main- 
tained.* 

Hoar,  Justice,  in  the  case  here  cited  from  98  Massachusetts, 
concludes  his  opinion,  rendering  judgment  on  the  demurrer,  in 
the  following  language:  "  For  the  reason,  therefore,  that  the 
right  of  action  which  the  New  York  statute  gives  to  the  per- 
sonal representative  of  the  deceased  in  that  state  is  not  a  right 
of  property  passing  as  assets  of  the  deceased,  but  is  a  specific 
power  to  sue  created  by  their  local  law,  it  does  not  pass  to  the 
plaintiff  as  administratrix  in  Massachusetts,  and  this  suit  can  not 
be  maintained  by  her."'  In  other  words,  as  we  understand  the 
objection,  the  specific  power  conferred  by  the  New  York  statute 
does  not  inure  to  the  administrator  appointed  in  Massachusetts, 
but  only  to  the  administrator  appointed  as  such  in  New  York, 
and  acting  in  that  capacity  in  New  York. 

The  reference  to  10th  Ohio  St.  is  of  a  case  still  stronger  in  its 
character,  if  possible,  than  are  those  cases  cited  from  Massachu- 
setts and  New  York.  This  was  an  action  brought  in  the  state 
of  Ohio,  to  recover,  against  the  Michigan  Southern  &  Northern 
Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  for  an  injury  inflicted  by  negligence  within 
the  state  of  Illinois.  The  two  states  had  each  similar  statutes, 
allowing  actions  by  administrators  for  injuries  resulting  in 
death,  and  occasioned  by  such  wrong  act  or  negligence  as  would 
give  a  right  of  action  to  the  deceased  in  case  he  had  survived. 
The  administration  was  granted  in  Ohio,  and  the  plaintiflT  plead- 
ed and  relied,  in  his  declaration,  upon  the  statute  of  Illinois, 
tlie  place  where  the,  injury  was  inflicted.  On  a  demurrer  to  the 
petition,  it  was  holden  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  by  the 

'  98  Mass.  86,  92.  ard  v.  The  Michigan  Southern  &  N 

« Richardson,  admr.,  v.  New  York      Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Ohio  St.  121. 
Cent  R.  R.  Co.,  93  Mass,  92;  Wood- 
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Olno  administrator;  but  the  ^onrt  declined  to  decide  wliat  the 
result  would  be  if  the  action  wa8  brought  by  an  administrator 
appointed  in  the  state  of  Illinois.* 


'  10  Ohio  St.  122-124.  The  case  of 
Woodard  v.  The  Michigan  Southern  & 
Northern  Indiana  Railroad  Company, 
involving  circumstances  where  the  two 
states  have  similar  statutes,  is  so  direct 
to  the  point  involved,  that  we  deem  it 
of  sufficient  interest  tx)  justify  us  in  giv- 
ing the  opinion  at  length.  Giiolson, 
Justice:  **We  see  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose, from  anything  contained  in  the 
statute  of  Illinois,  upon  which  the 
action  professes  to  be  founded,  that  it 
was  intended  to  operate  beyond  the 
limits  of  that  state.  General  words 
in  statutes  must  always  be  construed 
in  view  of  the  territorial  limit  to  tie 
powers  of  the  legislature.  The  legis- 
lature of  Illinois  did  not  intend  to 
provide  as  to  acts  of  negligence  not 
occurring  in  that  state,  and  did  not 
int(^nd  to  impose  a  trust  or  duty  upon 
officers  not  appointed  or  acting  under 
its  laws.  It  is  clear,  that  an  effort  of 
the  kind,  had  it  been  made,  could 
have  availed  nothing  beyond  the  lim- 
its and  jurisdiction  of  that  state. 

"  If  the  statute  of  Illinois  can  have 
any  etfect  in  this  state,  it  must  be  be- 
cause the  courts  of  this  state  adopt  the 
rule  it  prescribes  as  proper  to  settle  the 
rights  of  the  parties.  If  a  statute  of  Il- 
linois, as  to  peEsons  or  property  within 
its  jurisdiction,  imposes  a  trust  or 
duty,  or  confers  a  right  of  a  civil 
nature,  and  its  enforcement  is  sought 
in  the  courts  of  this  state,  there  may 
be  cases  in  which  both  justice  and 
comity  would  forbid  that  any  objec- 
tion should  be  interposed.  But  the 
difficulty  in  this  case  proceeds  from  a 
mistaken  assumption,  that  because  a 
statute  of  Illinois  confei*3  a  right  of 
action,  and  imposes  a  trust,  upon  an 
administrator  under  the  laws  of  that 


state,  that  an  administrator.  appoint**fl 
and  acting  nnder  the  laws  of  this 
state,  may  bring  that  action  and  per- 
form that  trust. 

**  We  take  it  to  be  f  lear,  that  no  such 
right  of  action  existed  at  common  law. 
It  is  a  right  of  action  given  by  statute, 
not  to  the  intestate,  but  to  his  per- 
sonal representatives,  not  as  general 
assets,  but  as  a  trust  for  the  widow 
and  next  of  kin,  in  respect  of  a  pecun- 
iary loss  they  are  supposed  to  have 
sustained.  There  are  serious  difficul- 
ties in  allowing  an  Ohio  administra- 
tor to  undertake  und  discharge  such  a 
trust  conferred  by  the  laws  of  another 
state.  It  would  be  difficult  to  ma-'n- 
tain  that,  without  legislation,  his 
oath  or  bond  would  exten  1  to  such  a 
case.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
under  which  he  acts,  does  not  extend 
to  trusts  to  be  carried  out  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  laws  of  other  states,  for  it 
may  well  happen  that  the  next  of  kin, 
under  the  law  of  Illinois,  may  not  be 
the  same  persons,  or  take  in  the  same 
proportion,  as  under  the  law  of  Ohio. 
Certainly,  to  determine  who  are  the 
cestui  que  trusts^  the  laws  of  Illinois 
must  be  regarded,  and  it  is  there- 
fore the  intention  of  the  statute  of 
that  state,  that  the  tribunal  under 
which  the  personal  representative,  in 
whom  the  right  of  action  is  vested, 
and  upon  whom  the  trust  is  imposed, 
is  acting,  should  administer  the  trust 
and  distribute  the  fand  among  the 
proper  parties.  It  is  more  than  ques- 
tionable whether,  if  an  authority  in 
another  state  should  undertake  to  do 
so,  it  would  be  regarded  as  a  bar  tj 
other  proceedings  in  Illinois. 

**  It  may  be  questioned,  whether  the 
petition  goes  quite  far  enough  to  make 
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TVe  may  remark,  that  not  only  may  the  next  of  kin  not  be  the 
same  as  recognized  by  statute  in  the  two  states,  as  has  been  sug- 
gested, but  administration  may  be  obtained  contemporaneously 
in  each  of  such  states,  and  in  favor  of  different  persons,  one 
administration  procured  with  intent  to  enforce  the  trust  in  favor 
of  one  set  of  kin,  and  the  other  administration  intended  as  a 
means  of  enforcin«:  it  in  favor  of  the  others;  as  if  the  mother, 
by  the  statute  of  one  state,  be  designated  to  receive  the  money, 
and  the  widow  be  so  designated  by  the  statute  of  the  other  state. 
Each  of  those  claimants  would  be  likely  to  cause  administration 
to  be  obtained,  and  suit  to  be  brought  within  the  state  whose 
laws  thus  favor  their  respective  claims,  to  the  money  when 
recovered.  Thus  it  is  obvious  that  the  only  reasonable  and 
safe  rule  is  to  leave  the  entire  matter  of  administration,  suit 
and  distribution  of  the  proceeds,  in  case  of  recovery,  to  the 
courts  of  the  state  wherein  the  injury  occurs,  even  if  state  com- 
ity might  be  invoked  legally  to  a  contrary  course,  which  we  do 
not  conceive  to  be  at  all  practicable,  for  however  willing  a  state 
may  be  to  enforce  the  penal  laws  of  its  neighbor,  yet  willing- 
ness can  not  confer  power;  jurisdiction  is  still  wanting. 

The  case  cited  from  44:  of  Vermont,  was  an  action  on  a  guard- 
ian's bond.  The  bond  was  executed  in  the  state  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  the  action  thereon  was  brought  in  the  state  of  Vermont, 
The  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont,  upon  demurrer  to  the  decla- 
ration, held  that  no  action  would  lie  on  such  a  bond,  it  being  the 
creature  of  the  statute  of  New  Hampshire,  out  of  the  state  in 
which  it  was  given.  The  court  say,  Pierpoint,  C.  J. :  "This 
bond  is  purely  a  creature  of  the  statute  law  of  New  Hampshire, 


out  an  action  under  the  statute  of  Illi- 
nois. There  should  probably  be  an 
averment  that  the  act  of  negligence 
was  such  as,  under  the  laws  of  Illi- 
nois, would  have  given  the  intestate, 
had  he  survived  the  injury,  a  right  of 
action.  If  the  action  be  founded  upon 
the  laws  of  Illinois,  any  limitation 
imposed  by  those  laws  must  be  admit- 
ted; and  it  may  happen,  that  an 
injury  of  one  of  two  persons  engaged 
in  a  common  employment  from  an 
act  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
other,  maj  be  a  ground  for  an  action 


in  Ohio,  and  not  in  Illinois.  It  is  well 
known  that  an  exception  has  been 
admitted  in  such  cases  in  Ohio,  that 
does  not  prevail  in  other  states. 

**  We  do  not  undertake  to  decide, 
whether  an  administrator  appointed 
under  the  law  of  Illinois  might,  or 
might  not,  maintain  such  an  action,  for 
the  purpose  of  recovering  the  fund  to  be 
distributed  under  the  law  of  Illinois. 
That  case  will  present  very  different 
considerations  from  the  present.  We 
think  there  was  no  error,  and  affirm, 
the  judgment. "     10  Ohio  SL  122-124 
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taken  according  to  its  requirements,  and  for  a  purpose  specified 
and  declared  by  such  law.  What  obligation  it  creates,  and  what 
would  be  a  compliance  with  its  provisions,  can  only  be  de- 
termined by  a  reference  to  that  law.  When  its  conditions  are 
broken,  the  remedy,  and  the  mode  of  enforcin<r  the  remedy,  are 
to  be  found  in  the  same  law.  When  the  parties  executed  this 
bond,  they  did  it  in  view  of  the  oblii^ation  thereby  created  under 
the  laws  of  New  Hampshire,  and  of  the  method  prescribed  to 
enforce  the  remedy.  The  whole  proceeding  was  understood 
and  intended  to  be  local  in  its  o|>eration,  and  to  be  consummated 
in  that  state,  and  under  its  laws."' 

So  in  Georgia,  it  is  held  that  an  action  will  not  lie  in  the  courts 
of  that  state  for  the  death  of  a  person  from  injury  inflicted  in  an- 
other state;'  that  in  the  absence  of  a  different  showing,  the  com- 
mon law  is  presumed  to  prevail  in  such  other  state,  by  which  no 
action  lies;'  that  the  Georgia  courts  can  not  administer  af  statute 
of  Georgia  to  redress  an  injury  received  in  a  different  state,  nor 
enforce  the  statute,  if  there  be  one,  of  such  other  state,  giving 
the  action  there;*  and,  therefore,  no  action  lies  unless  the  stat- 
utes of  l>oth  states  are  alike,  and  then  only  as  matter  of  comity.* 

But  there  is  a  subsequent  ruling  in  Georgia  to  the  effect  that 
by  comity  an  action  will  lie  in  the  courts  of  that  state  for  a  per- 
sonal injury  inflicted  in  another  state,  resulting  in  death,  when, 
by  the  laws  of  such  other  state,  an  action  is  given  therefor.* 
In  the  conducting  and  trial  of  such  action,  the  courts  will  be 
governed  by  the  laws  of  the  tribunal  as  to  the  method  of  pro- 
cedure; but  the  rights  of  the  parties  as  to  the  merits  and  cause 
of  action  are  to  be  measured  and  adjudged  by  the  laws  of  the 
state  wherein  the  injury  occurred.^  And  the  declaration  must 
aver  that  a  right  of  action  for  such  injury  is  given  by  the  laws 
of  the  state  wherein  the  injury  was  received.' 

But  it  is  not  as  a  matter  of  right  on  the  part  of  a  plaintiff,  to 

'  Judge  of  Probate  r.  Hibbard,  44  Nashville  &  Chattanooga  R.  R.  Co.  r. 

Vt.  597,  600;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  396.  Eakin,  6  Coldw.  582.    See  McDonald 

2  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Mallory,  77  N.  Y.  550. 

r.  Lacy,  43  Geo.  461.  •Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co. 

*  Ibid.  V.  Lacey,  49  Geo.  106. 

*  Ihid,  '  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co. 
^Ihid;  Western  &  Atlantic  R.   R.  v.  Lacey,  49  Geo.  106. 

Co.  17.  Strong,  52  Ga.  461;  Stallknecht  "Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co. 
p.  Penn.   R.   R.  Co.,   13  Hun,  451;      r.  Lacey,  49  Geo.  106. 
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be  heard  in  tlie  courts  of  Georo^ia  in  audi  cases,  nor  by  reason  of 
any  recognition  by  said  courts  of  any  extra-territorial  force  of  the 
statute  of  a  nei«;lj boring  state,  or  any  obligation  thereof  within 
tlie  state  of  Georgia;  it  is  merely  by  the  comity  of  states, 
which  tlie  courts  of  Georgia  will  maintain,  so  long  as  unre- 
strained by  law,  and  as  its  enforcement  is  not  contrary  to  the 
policy  and  interests  of  said  state.* 

In  the  ca8e  here  cited  from  49  Georgia,  The  Selma,  Home  & 
Dalton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lacey,  the  cause  of  action,  which  was  for  a  per- 
sonal injury,  arose  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  under  a  statute  of 
that  state  by  which  a  right  of  action  is  given  to  the  personal 
representatives  of  the  deceased,  "  when  the  death  of  a  person  is 
caused  by  the  wrongful  act,  or  omission,  of  another,"  if  the 
former  could  have  maintained  an  action  against  the  latter  for 
the  same  act  or  omission,  had  it  failed  to  have  resulted  in  death. 
The  court  held  that  the  action  would  lie  in  Georgia  by  comity.* 

Ti^e  rigiit  of  such  action  is,  in  Alabama,  by  the  statute  that 
gives  it,  limited  to  one  year  after  the  death;*  and  the  amount 
of  damages  to  be  recovered  can  not  exceed  thn^o  yciirs'  income 
of  the  deceased,  and  can  in  no  case  exceed  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, although  the  three  years'  income  may  amount  to  more  than 
that  sum.*  I3y  a  subsequent  section  of  the  same  act,  the  right  of 
action  is  extended  to  cases  of  '*  death  caused  by  the  wrongful  act, 
omission,  or  culpable  negligence  of  any  officer  or  agent  of  any 
chartered  .company,  or  private  association  of  persons";  and  the 
statute  makes  such  company  or  association  liable  in  damages 
therefor,  and  gives  a  right  of  action  against  such  company  or 
association  to  the  same  parties,  to  wit,  the  personal  represent- 
atives of  the  deceased,  as  is  provided  for  in  said  section  2297* — 
the  result  of  which,  in  legal  effect,  is  merely  to  extend  to  incor- 
porated companies  and  private  associations  the  same  liability  as 
is  imposed  upon  natural  persons  by  the  original  act.  The  recov- 
ery in  all  such  cases  is  limited  in  amount,  as  above  stated,  to  the 

Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Go.  Ala.,  £U:c.  2297. 

r.  Lacey,  49  Goo.  106;  Code  of  Geo.,  *  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co. 

Sec.  9.  9.  Lacey,  49  Geo.  POBj  HevL^^ed  Code  of 

« Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co.  Ala.,  i^ec.  229?>\ 

V.  Laoey,  40  Geo.  106;  Revised  Coie  of  '^Selm,^  K/Mitt^  &  DaJton  R.  R.  Co. 

Ala,,  Sec.  2297.  r.  Lac/iy,  49  Geo.  KX);  Ikvked  Code  of 

•Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co.  Ala..  Sec.  20'00. 
V.  Lacey,  49  Geo.  106;  Revi&ed  Code  of 
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value  of  three  years'  income  of  the  deceased,  and  can  in  no  case 
amount  to  more  than  three  thousand  dollars;  and  the  limitation 
of  time  in  which  to  bring  the  action  is  equally  applicable  to 
actions  agaijist  chartered  companies  and  private  associations.* 

In  such  actions,  the  amount  recovered  goes  to  the  widow  of 
the  deceased,  if  thf.re  be  one;  if  nu  widow,  then  to  tlie  child  or 
children;  if  there  be  no  child,  then  it  is  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  next  of  kin  of  the  doct'^iiLil,  as  personal  property  is  by  law 
distributed.*  But  the  action  can  nut  be  maintained  in  their  own 
name,  as  such,  by  either  of  those  to  whom  the  fund  is,  as  above 
stated,  to  be  distributed  or  to  go  to;  but  can  be  brought  onl}'  by 
the  personal  representative  of  the  deceased* — that  is,  by  the  ex- 
ecutor or  administrator. 

But  this  latter  ruling  in  Georgia  is  clearly  against  the  weight 
of  authority,  if  indeed  it  does  not  stand  alone.  The  law  of  the 
state  where  an  injury  is  received,  is  the  rule  of  right  and  liability 
between  the  parties  to  actions  growing  out  of  the  occurrence.* 
If  the  injury  be  inflicted  in  one  state,  and  the  action  therefor  be 
brouglit  in  another  and  diiferent  state,  then  on  the  trial  thereof, 
and  in  the  absence  of  proper  proof  as  to  what  the  law  of  tlie 
state  was  where  and  when  the  injury  occurred,  the  proouraption 
of  law  is  that  the  common  law  there  prevailed  in  reference  to 
the  occurrence.'  In  such  cases,  actions  based  upon  the  common 
law  are  transitory  actions,  and  may  be  maintained  elsewhere,  by 
the  party  injured,  if  prosecuted  in  person,  than  in  the  state 


^  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Lacey,  49  Geo.  106. 

*  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Lacey,  49  Geo.  106. 

» JSelma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co. 
I?.  Lacey,  49  Geo.  106. 

♦Nashville  &  Chat.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Eakin,  admr.,  et  al.,  6  Cold.  582; 
Holland  V,  Pack,  Peck's  (Tenn.)  R^ps. 
151;  Nashville  &  Chattanooga  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Sprayberry,  9  Heisk.  852.  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  55. 

*  Nashville  &  Chat.  R.  R.  Co.  9. 
Eakin,  admr.,  et  a/.,  6  Cold.  5S2. 588; 
Holland  •.  P;.ck,  Pf.  k'ts  fi'cmi.) 
Reps.  151.  In  Tennesf  a ,  an  acllon 
may  be  brought  on  the  statute  ot  an- 


other state.  In  such  case,  the  plaint- 
iff should  allege  that  the  right  of 
action  accrued  in  the  foreign  state,  uid 
that,  under  its  laws,  he  is  entitled  to 
recover  in  their  courts,  and  aver  the 
statute:  Hobbs  v.  Memphis  &  Charles- 
ton R.  R.  Co.,  9  Hoisk.  873,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  881;  N.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Sprayberry,  ^wjwa.  Under  the  Code, 
judicial  notice  is  taken  of  all  foreign 
laws:  Hobbs  v.  M.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  su- 
pra. It  is  not  necessary  to  allege  the 
accident  occurred  in  the  state  where 
Buit  is  brought;  if  the  accident  occurred 
in  another  state,  it  may  be  shown  in 
defense:    Ibid, 
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wliere  the  injury  occurred.*  But  in  case  of  liis  death,  it  can  not 
be  maintained,  as  merely  for  the  death,  in  a  different  state,  by 
liis  administrator,  either  at  common  law  or  under  statutory  right; 
for  at  common  law  no  action  .lies  for  the  death  of  a  person,  and 
therefore  none  can  survive  or  inure  to  the  administrator,  and  a 
statute  of  either  state,  giving  an  action,  being  in  force  only  in 
such  state,  can  not  be  administered  in  such  action  both  as  to  the 
right  and  as  to  the  remedy.'  That  is  to  sa}^  the  court  of  the  state 
wliere  the  action  is  brought  can  not  enforce  the  riifht  of  action 
by  virtue  of  a  statute  of  the  state  where  the  injury  occurs,  giving 
a  right  of  action  for  the  death  of  a  person;  and  the  statute,  if  there 
be  one,  of  the  state  where  suit  is  brought,  conferring  such  right  of 
action,  can  only  apply  to  causes  of  action  arising,  or  injuries  in- 
curred, within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  latter  state.  So  that  the 
law  giving  the  right  of  action  is  not  in  force  in  the  state 
wherein  the  action  is  brought,  and  the  law  of  the  state  where  the 
action  is  brought,  though  it  may  confer  a  right  of  action  other 
than  as  at  common  law,  can  not  govern  the  case  before  the  court, 
which  is  predicated  oh  an  injury  received  in  adifl^erent  state,  an<l 
where  the  law  of  the  trial  tribunal  or  forum  is  not  in  force." 
If,  however,  the  action  be  upon  an  alleged  statutory  right, 
and  it  be  made  to  appear  that  the  statutes  of  each  state  in  that 
respect  are  alike,  then  the  court,  in  the  case  above  cited  from  6 
Ooldwell,  decline  to  decide  whether  the  action  would  or  would 
not  lie  in  a  different  state.* 

From  all  which  it  results,  that  so  far  as  these  Tennessee 
adjudications  go,  it  is  settled  in  that  state,  that  an  action 
therein  by  an  administrator,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  tlie  widow 
and  children,  predicated  on  an  injury  resulting  in  the  death  of  a 
decedent,  and  incurred  in  a  diff^jrent  state,  can  not  be  maintained ; 
and  that  to  such  action  a  plea  in  bar  that  the  injury  occurred  in 

>  Nashville  &  Chat.  R.  R.  Co.  v.         « Nashville  &  Chat.   R.  R.  Co.   r. 

Eakin,    aupra;    Holland    v.    Pack,  Eakin,  admr.,  et  al.,  6  Cold.  58*2,  587, 

supra.  ^88.     But  it  is  held  that  it  will  lie  by 

'Nashville  &  Chat.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  other aathorities:  Stallknechtr.  Penn. 

Eakin.    supra;     Holland    v.    Pack,  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Hun,  451;  Leonard  r, 

supra.  Columbia  Steam  Nav.  Co.,  84  N.  Y. 

•Nashville  &  Chat.    R.  R.   Co.  v,  48;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Engr.  R.  R.  Cas. 

Eakin,  admr.,   et  ah,  6  Cold.   582;  314;  Western  k  Atlantic  R.  R.  Co. 

Holland    v.    Pack,    Peck's    (Tenn.)  v.  Strong,  52  Ga.  461 
Bepn.  151. 


1162 


THE   LAW  OF   EAILWATS. 


a  different  state,  is  good,  and  will  defeat  the  action,  if  snstaincd 
by  proof.' 

4.  Indictment  for,  under  the  etatote.  to  recover  penalty. — In 
some  of  the  states  an  indictment  lies,  by  statute,  for  a  limited 
penaltj^  lor  wrongfully  causing  the  death  of  a  person.* 

In  Massachusetts,  by  statute  of  1840,  ch.  80,  it  is  provided 
that  if  the  life  of  a  passenger  shall  be  lost  by  the  negligence  of 
the  proprietors  of  a  railroad,  steamboat,  etc.,  or  of  their  servants 
or  agents,  such  proprietors  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing five  thousand  dollars,  nor  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  recovered  by  indictment,  to  the  use  of  the  executor  or  admin- 
istrator of  the  deceased  person,  for  the  benefit  of  his  widow  and 
heirs.'  In  an  indictment  under  the  Massachusetts  statute,  it 
must  be  averred  and  proved  that  the  deceased  was  a  passenger, 
and  that  his  death  was  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  the  rail- 
road company  (if  the  death  occurred  on  a  railroad),  its  servants 
or  ai^ents;*  and  an  ai^reement  in  the  sale  of  the  ticket,  or  condition 
tiiereto  annexed,  that  the  company  shall  be  exempt  from  liabil- 
ity for  personal  injury,  will  afibrd  no  defense  to  the  company,  as 
against  the  state  in  the  prosecution  of  an  indictment.*  The  par- 
ties are  incompetent  to  suspend  the  right  of  the  state  to  enforce 
its  laws,  bv  a  contract  between  themselves. 

In  an  indictment  on.  these  statutes,  the  existence  of  such  per- 
sons as  are  made  the  beneficiaries  of  the  recovery  must  be 
averred.' 

On  the  trial  of  an  indictment  against  a  railroad  company  for 
negligently  causing  the  death  of  a  person,  it  is  holden  that  the 
same  rules  and  principles  of  law  are  to  govern,  in  the  trial,  that 
are  applicable  in  the  trial  of  a  civil  action  at  law  for  injuries  to 


'Nashville  &  Chat  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Eakin,  admr..  et  aL,  6  Cold.  582,  588; 
Holland  v.  Pack,  Peck's  (Tenn.)  Reps. 
151;  Cherry  v.  Slade's  admr.,  3  Mur- 
phey's  N.  Car.  Reps.  94. 

'  Carey  and  wife  v,  Berkshire  R.  R. 
Co.,  and  Skinner  v.  Housatonic  R.  R. 
Co.,  1  Cush.  475;  Commonwealth  v. 
Boston  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  11 
Cashing,  512;  State  v.  Grand  Trank 
R.  W.  Co.,  58  Mame,  176. 

'  Carey  and  wife  v,  Berkshire  R.  R. 


Co.,  and  Skinner  v,  Eonsatonio  R.  R. 
Co.,  1  Cush.  475. 

*  Commonwealth  v.  Vtrmont  k 
Mass.  R.  R.  Co.,  108  Majs.  7. 

^  Commonwealth  v,  Vermont  k 
Mass.  R.  R.  Co.,  108  Mass.  7. 

•Commonwealth  v.  Eastern  B.  R. 
Co.,  5  Gray,  473;  Coram,  v.  Boston  k 
Albany  R.R.  Co.,  121  Mass.  36;  State 
r.  Gilmore,  24  N.  H.  461;  State  v. 
Cons.  European  k  N.  Am.  Ry.  Co., 
67  Me.  482. 
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the  person.*  It  is  provided  by  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Maine, 
sec.  42,  chapter  51,  that  "  any  railroad  corporation,  by  whose 
negligence  or  carelessness,  or  by  that  of  its  servants  or  agents 
while  employed  in  its  business,  tlie  life  of  any  person,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  due  care  and  diligence,  is  lost,  forfeits  not  less  than 
five  hundred  nor  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  re- 
covered by  indictment,  found  within  one  year,  wholly  to  the  use 
of  his  widow,  if  no  children;  and  to  the  children,  if  no  widow; 
if  both,  to  her  and  them  equally;  if  neither,  to  his  heirs."  '*  It 
is  also  held,  Kent,  Justice,  that  the  object  of  tlie  statute  is  to 
obviate  the  common  law  doctrine,  under  which  there  is  no  rem- 
edy in  a  civil  action  for  taking  human  life;  that  the  design  of 
the  statute  is  to  enable  the  heirs  or  family  of  tlie  deceased  to  re- 
cover for  their  own  use  damages,  within  a  limited  amount,  for  the 
loss  of  his  life;  and  that  therefore  the  same  principles  of  law  will 
govern  a  trial  on  such  indictment,  that  would  govern  if  trying  a 
civil  suit  for  injury,  in  case  the  person  had  simply  lost  a  limb, 
or  yufFered  other  injury,  and  surviving  the  same,  had  brought 
suit,  in  his  own  natne.  In  that  case  the  learned  judge  says: 
"  We  are  satisfied  that  in  all  this  class  of  cases,  where  the  stat- 
ute has  attempted  to  supply  the  supposed  defect  of  the  common 
law,  as  before  explained,  the  same  rules  of  evidence,  and  the 
same  principles  of  law  should  be  applied,  as  in  like  cases  when 
redress  is  sought  by  a  civil  action  for  damages." ' 

A  railroad  company  is  not  bound,  at  any  way  station  between 
the  points  from  which  and  to  which  a  passenger  is  going,  to  fur- 
nish egress  and  ingress  for  such  passenger  to  and  from  the  cars, 
and  more  especially  so  when  the  stoppage  is  upon  a  side  track, 
awaiting  the  passage  of  another  train.  When  a  train  stops  at  a 
artation  to  discharge  and  receive  passengers  belonging  to  such 
station,  the  company  is  bound  to  extend  to  such  passengers  con- 
venient and  suitable  egress  and  ingress  to  and  from  the  cars,  and 
to  allow  a  reasonable  time  for  the  same.  The  other  passengers 
may  leave  the  cars  also,  unless  notified  not  to;  but  if  they  do, 
it  must  be  to  a  certain  extent,  as  to  the  usual  modes  of  egress 
and  ingress,  at  their  own  risk.  The  cars  are  the  place  of  safety. 
If,  however,  no  objection  be  made  or  notice  given  against  leav- 

'  State  V,  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co..      58  Maine,  176, 180;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  268, 
68  Maine,  176;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  258.  »  58  Maine,  176,  182. 

*  State  p.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co., 
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iiig,  and  a  passensjer  who  tlnis  ought  not  to  leave  does  leave,  he 
does  not  thereby  do  any  illegal  act,  but  he  for  the  time  surren- 
ders his  place,  and  assniiies,  for  the  time  being,  the  direction  and 
responsibility  of  his  own  conduct  or  motions.  He  may  also  re- 
turn to  his  place  in  the  train  before  it  starts.  But  if  wiiile  thus 
absent  he  be  killed,  by  negligence  or  otherwise,  he  is  killed  as 
an  ordinary  person,  and  not  as  a  passenger.* 

An  indictment  under  the  statute  of  Maine,  above  referred  to. 
must  not  only  aver  the  death  of  the  decedent,  and  the  negligence 
of  the  railroad  company  in  respect  to  it,  and  the  observance  of 
c:ire  on  tlie  part  of  the  deceased,  but  must  also  aver  and  state 
that  the  deceased  left  a  widow  or  children,  or  both,  as  the  case 
maj'  be,  or,  in  the  absence  of  both,  then  such  other  heirc  as  for 
whose  benefit  the  action  will  lie  in  law;  and  must  set  out  their 
names."  A  statement  that  *' their  names  are  to  the  jurors  un- 
known," is  not  sufScient  under  the  statute.'  Nor  is  it  enough 
to  aver  that  "there  is  now  living  a  widow  and  one  child";  for 
there  may  also  be  another  child,  or  other  children.  So  there 
may  have  been  other  children  living  at  the  death  of  the  deceased, 
and  who,  dying  since,  left  issue  entitled  to  their  share.  And  so, 
likewise,  it  is  insufficient  to  say,  he  *'  then  and  there  having  a 
lawful  wife  and  child  alive."*  The  averments  should  keep  closely 
to  the  language  of  the  statute,  and  should  give  the  names  and 
relationship  to  the  deceased  of  the  persons  who  are  to  receive  the 
benefit  of  the  forfeiture;*  for  if  there  be  a  conviction,  the  judg- 
ment must  follow  the  indictment.     Ko  fine  or  judgment  can  be 


1  State  V.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co., 
58  Maine,  176;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  258. 

2  State  p.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co. 
of  Canada,  60  Maine,  145;  Comm.  v. 
Boston  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  11 
Cash.  512;  Indianapolis,  Pittsburpr 
&  Cleveland  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Keely's 
adm*r,  23  Ind.  133;  Jefferson ville, 
Mad.  &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hendricks, 
41  Ind.  48;  Chi.  &  Rock  Island  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Morris,  26  111.  400;  State  v. 
Manchester  &  L.  R.  R.  Co.,  52  N.  H. 
5*2S;  Louis rille,  Cin.  &  L.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Ca^e,  9  Bush,  728.  See,  also,  Clax- 
ton  p.  Lexington  &  Big  Sandy  R. 
R.  Co.,   13   Bush,   636;    Cincinnati, 


Hamilton  &  Dayton  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Chester,  57  Ind.  297.  But  see,  hold- 
ing it  unnecessary  to  allege  the 
observanre  of  due  care  by  the  de- 
ceased: State  V.  M.  &  L.  R.  R.  Co^ 
supra;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Whittington,  30  Gratt.  805. 

■State  V.  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co.  of 
Canada,  60  Maine,  145. 

*  State  p.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co.. 
60  Maine,  145;  Comm.  v.  Eastern  R.  R. 
Co.,  5  Gray,  474;  Comm.  v.  Messenger, 
4  Mass.  462. 

» State  V,  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co., 
60  Maine,  145. 
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imposed  in  favor  of  the  state,  but  the  same  must  be  rendered  in 
favor  of  the  persons  entitled  to  it:  and  if  they  be  not  named  in 
thd  indictment,  and  fonnd  to  be  such  by  the  verdict,  jn  legal  -f- 
fect,  then  no  judgment  can  be  rendered/  A  judgment  givinj 
the  penalty  to  the  widow,  or  widow  and  children,  as  the  case 
may  be,  of  the  deceased,  would  be  too  indefinite  and  uncertain 
to  have  any  legal  effect,  wi-tliout  the  introduction  of  testimony, 
so  that  an  issue  of  fact  might  still  be  involved.  There  must  be 
a  formal  averment  in  the  indictment,  setting  out  the  names  of 
the  beneficiaries,  and  their  relationship  to  the  deceased.^  In 
this  case  the  court  say,  Danfortii,  Justice:  "By  giving  the 
whole  of  the  penalty  to  individuals,  the  legislature  has  made  the 
prosecution  as  much  a  private  matter  as  a  public  one.  If  those 
who  are  to  receive  the  penalty  make  no  claim  to  it,  none  can  be 
enforced.  If  they  do  claim  it,  it  is  quite  as  easy  for  them  to 
make  known  their  names  as  their  right.  In  public  prosecutions 
where  the  penalty  goes  to  the  state,  the  judgment  is  in  favor  of 
the  state;  where  it  goes  to  an  individual,  the  judgment  must  be 
in  favor  of  that  individual;  but  no  judgment  can  be  rendered  in 
favor  of  an  unknown  person." ' 

Moreover,  to  become  the  foundation  of  an  indictment  under 
this  statute,  the  death  must  have  been  instantaneous,  and  the 
hidictment  must  so  charge.*  If  the  injury  does  not  produce 
immediate  death,  a  right  of  action  therefor  accrues  to  the  injured 
person,  if  produced  by  the  negligence  of  the  railroad  company, 
and  he  himself  be  observing  suitable  care  to  avoid  injury  at  the 
time;  and  in  case  of  his  subsequent  death,  such  right  of  action 
survives  (where  by  statute  there  is  such  survivor)  to  his  personal 
representatives.  In  such  a  case  an  indictment  will  not  lie;'  the 
remedy  then  is  by  action  in  favor  of  the  legal  representatives. 
In  the  case  cited  from  page  114  of  61  Maine  Reports,  the  court 
say,  Walton,  Justice:  "the  evidence  shows  clearly  and  beyond 
a  reasonable  doubt,  that  Pullen,  the  person  injured,  did  not  die 

» State  V.  Gnind  Trunk  R.  W.Co.,         *  State  f.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co., 

60  Maine,  145;  Howard  r.  Comm.,  13  61  Maine,  114;    State  r.  Maine  Cent. 

Mass.  221.  R  R.  Co.,  60  Maine.  490. 

« State  r.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co.,         *  State  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co., 

60  Maine,  145.  61  Maine,  114;  State  v.  Maine  Cent. 

'State  V,  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co.,  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Maine,  490. 
60  Maine,  146,  153. 
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immediately.  He  not  only  survived  several  hours,  but  during 
most  of  the  time  was  conscious,  and  able  to  converse  iutelii- 
gently.  A  right  of  action,  therefore,  accrued  to  him,  wliich, 
upon  his  subsequent  death,  descended  to  his  personal  representa- 
tives; provided  he  was  himself  in  the  exercise  of  due  care  at  the 
time  of  the  injury,  and  the  carelessness  of  tlie  railroad  company, 
or  its  servants,  was  the  sole  cause  of  it.  This  is  not,  therefore, 
a  case  where  an  indictment  can  be  maintained.  The  verdict  is 
not  only  against  evidence,  but  is  also  contrary  to  law;  and  the 
motion  to  set  it  aside  must  be  sustained."  *  In  Massachusetts, 
however,  the  ruling  under  a  similar  statute  is  different  as  regards 
the  remedy  by  indictment.  It  is  held  in  that  state  that  the 
remedy  by  indictment  is  not  restricted  to  cases  where  the  death 
is  instantaneous,  but  applies  also  to  cases  where  the  death  is  nut 
immediate  upon  the  infliction  of  the  injury;'  that  the  object  ol 
the  statute  is  to  inflict  punishment,  as  well  as  to  secure  compen- 
sation to  the  family  of  the  deceased.' 

The  statute  of  Maine  is  held,  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
of  that  state,  not  to  extend  to  the  benefit  of  employes.  In  that 
respect  see  the  language  and  the  reasoning  of  said  court,  by 
Walton,  Justice,  in  the  annexed  note.* 


» State  V.  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  61 
Maine,  114,  115. 

2  Commonwealth  i?.  Metropolitan  R. 
R.  Co.,  107  Mass.  236. 

« Ibid. 

*  **  Another  question  is,  whether 
the  statute  under  consideration  is  ap- 
plicable to  a  CKse  where  the  person 
killed  was,  at  the  time,  an  employe  of 
the  road.  We  think  this  question 
must  also  be  answered  in  the  negfative. 
It  is  certain  that  the  Act  of  1855, 
which  is  the  basis  of  the  existing  law, 
did  not  apply  to  Ihe  employes  of  the 
corporation.  The  first  section  of  the 
act  applied  only  to  passengers.  The 
spcond  section  of  the  act  applied  to 
persons  other  than  passengers,  but 
expressly  excluded  the  employes  of  the 
rO'.id.  In  the  revised  statutes,  these 
several  provisions  are  crowded  into 
one  section  of  only  seven  lines,  and 


the  language  employed  is  more  gen- 
eral. But  there  is  nothing  to  lead  us 
to  believe  that  a  change  of  the  law 
was  intended.  Our  conclusion,  there- 
fore, is  that  the  existing  statute  is  not 
applicable  to  the  employes  of  the 
road.  To  hold  otherwise,  would  en- 
danger the  safety  of  travelers.  Their 
safety  requires  that  the  persons  in 
charge  of  a  train  of  cars  should  be  re- 
garded as  a  unit;  that  each  should  feel 
responsible,  not  only  for  his  own  con- 
duct, but  also  for  the  conduct  of  all 
the  others.  They  should  be  made  to 
feel  that  it  is  their  duty,  not  only  to 
be  watchful  of  themselves,  but  to  be 
watchful  of  each  other.  And  this  end 
will  be  best  secured  by  making  them 
the  insurers  of  their  own  safety.  Such 
was  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Shaw. 
He  says  that  where  several  persons 
are  employed  in  the  conduct  of  one 
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5.  MoasTire  of  damages  for  injariea  resulting  in  death. — The 
pecuniarv  los8  suffered  by  those  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  re- 
covery is  the  measure  of  damages  in  actions  for  tlie  death  of  a  per- 
son; this  is  compensation.*  Nothing  is  to  be  allowed  for  pain 
or  auffering  of  the  deceased,  or  syujpathy  or  injureJ  feelings  of 
relations.*  Pecuniary  loss  is  the  measure,  and  this  is  the  sum 
which  the  deceased  would  probably  have  realized  from  his  labor, 
profession  or  business,  during  his  life  (for  the  benefit  of  thore 
entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  recovery),  taking  into  consideration 
the  age,  health,  liabits  of  life,  and  industry,  ability  and  manner 
of  life;  as  also  expenditures  of  living,  and  the  amount  of  his 
property.'     In  estimating  the  damages  in  such  cases,  and  prob- 


common  enterprise  or  undertakinfr, 
and  the  safety  of  each  depends  much 
on  the  care  and  skill  with  wliich  each 
of  the  otherB  performs  his  appropriate 
'luty,  each  is  an  observer  of  the  conduct 
of  the  others,  and  can  give  notice  of  any 
misconduct,  incapacity,  or  negligence 
of  duty,  and  leave  the  service,  if  the 
common  employe  will  not  take  such 
precautions,  and  employ  such  ag^ents  as 
the  safety  of  the  whole  party  requires; 
that,  by  these  means,  the  safely  of 
each  will  be  much  more  effectually  so- 
cured,  than  could  be  done  by  a  resort 
to  the  common  employer  for  inrlemnity 
in  case  of  loss  by  the  negligence  of 
each  other.  Farwell  v.  Railroad,  4 
Met.  59."  State  r.  The  Maine  Central 
R.  R.  Co.,  60  Maine,  490,  493,  494. 

*  Burton  v.  Wilmington  &  Weldon 
R.  R.  Co.,  82  N.  Car.  504. 

'Bud  see  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Wightman,  29  Gratt.  431,  17 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  351,  in  which  this 
position  seems  to  be  doubted;  also 
Fowlkcs  V.  Nashville  &  Decatur  R.  R. 
Co.,  5  Baxt.  663.  In  Colorado  it  is 
held  that  if  the  statute  prescribe  no 
measure  of  damages,  that  ordinarily 
applicable  in  like  cases  at  common  law 
will  govern:  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Miller,  2  Col.  442,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
245.  But  the  rale  of  the  text  is  fol- 
owed. 


•  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Zebe,  33 
Penn.  St.  318;  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Vandever,  36  Penn.  St.  29S;  Penn- 
S5^1vania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Henderson,  51 
Penn.  St.  315;  Pennsylvania  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Butler,  57  Penn.  St.  3^35;  Mans- 
field Coal  &  C.  Co.  V,  McEncry,  91 
Penn.  St.  185;  S.  C.  37  Leg.  Int.  28; 
Coakley  v.  N.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Am. 
Law  Reg.  355;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Tindall,  13  Ind.  366;  Chicago  & 
Alton  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Shannon,  admr., 
43  in.  a38;  III.  Cent.  R.  R  Co.  v, 
Weldon,  52  IlL  290;  111.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.  Vi  Baches,  55  111.  379;  Cnicago  & 
Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Becker,  76  111.  25; 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Harwood,  80  111.  88;  Chicago  & 
N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Moranda,  93  111. 
302;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  Southern 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Sunderland,  2  Bradw. 
(111.),  307;  Telfer  v.  Northern  R.  R. 
Co.,  1  Vroom  (N.  J.),  188;  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Wightman,  29 
Gratt.  431,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  351; 
Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co,  v,  Noell,  32 
Gratt.  894;  Kana-.ts  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Cutter,  19  Kans.  83,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
471;  Collins  r.  Efist  Tenn.,  Va.  &  Ga. 
R.  R.  Co..  9  Heisk.  841,  20  Am.  Rt. 
Rep.  46;  Holmes  v.  Oregon  &  Cal.  Ry. 
Co.,  6  Sawyer.  262;  S.  C.  ^  Ferl.  Itepr. 
51?3.  I  Am  *:  Eng.  H.  R.  Cas.  623; 
Little  Rock  &  Fort  Smith  Ry.  Co.  9. 
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able  lifetime  of  the  deceased,  well  recognized  and  accredited 
Americarx  life  tables  may  be  properly  received  in  evidence  to  the 
jury,  in  connection  with  evidence  of  the  ordinary  state  of  dece- 
dent*8  health,  previous  to  and  at  the  time  of  receiving  the  lii'urv.' 
In  an  action  by  a  father,  as  administrator,  under  the  statute  of 
New  York,'  to  recover  damages  for  the  death  of  his  minor  acn, 
the  verdict  may  include  loss  of  service  during  minority;*  Lnt 
such  recovery,  howeveV,  will  be  a  bar  to  a  separate  action  by  tha 
father  for  such  loss  of  service.*  In  the  latter  case  it  is  a  question 
for  the  jury,  where  tlie  son  is  over  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
whether  there  is  a  reasonable  expectation  of  pecuniary  advantatre 
accruing  to  the  plaintiff,  and  which  is  destroyed  by  the  loss  of 
his  son.*  But  the  defendant  will  not  be  permitted  to  show  that 
plaintiff  has  received  insurance  on  the  lite  of  deceased.' 


Barker,  3£  Ark.  8o0;  Burton  v.  W.  & 
W.  R.  R.  Ce..  8u,hra;  K.  P.  Ry.  Co. 
r.  Miller,  supra;  Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Lui  din,  3  <.'ol.  94;  Denver,  S.  P,  & 
P.  Ry.  Co.  ».  ^'oodward,  4  Col.  1, 
162.  Addition  si  damages  to  these 
may  be  given  for  the  value  of  the 
services  of  deceased  in  his  attention  to, 
and  supenntend»*nce  and  care  of,  his 
family,  and  in  fche  education  of  his 
children.  B.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Wightman,  supra.  Punitive  damages 
are  given  by  the  Alabama  statute: 
Savannah  &  Memphis  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Shearer,  58  Ala.  672, 20  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
4.51. 

^  Alexander's  Executrix  v,  Bradley, 
3  Bush  (Ky.),  867;  O'Donnell  v.  O'Don- 
Keli's  Execr.,  3  Bush  (Ky.),  216;  Lou- 
isville, Cin.  &  Lex.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ma- 
hony*s  admx.,  7  Bush  (Ky.),  23o;  Sau- 
ter  V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  H.  R.  R.  Co., 
66  N.  Y.  50;  6  Hun,  446;  Walters  v. 
C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  36  la.  4-58; 
S.  C.  41  la.  71;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Noeil,  supra;  Kans.  Pac.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Lundin,  supra;  Denver,  S.  P. 
k  P.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Woodward,  supra, 

« Cbap.  4."0,  Laws  1847;  Chap.  256, 
Laws  1849. 

•  McGovem  r.  New  York  Central  & 


Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  67  N.  Y.  417. 
15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  119.  In  an  ax^tiop  by 
a  father  in  his  natural  right,  such  dam- 
ages are,  of  course,  recoverable,  as  well 
as  the  expenses  of  the  sickness:  Ihid: 
Ewen  V.  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  38  WL,. 
613;  Little  Rock  &  Fort  Smith  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Barker,  33  Ark.  350.  If  the 
child  is  of  tender  years,  and  unable  to 
render  any  service,  it  has  been  held 
that  no  pecuniary  damage  results  from 
its  death :  HoUeran  t».  Bagnell,  6  Law 
Rep.,  Irish,  333. 

*  McGovem  r.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R. 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

*Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  «.  Zebe,  33  Pmn 
St.  318;  North  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Kirk,  90  Penn.  St.  15;  S.  C.  1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  45;  Rockford,  Rock 
Island  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Delaney, 
82  111.  198.  See  Walters  v.  C,  R.  I. 
&  P.  Ry.  Co.,  41  la.  71;  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Noell,  supra;  Hou«»ton  & 
Tex.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Nixon,  52  Tex. 
19. 

®N.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kirk,  supra; 
Kellogg  V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R. 
Co.,  79  N.  Y.  72;  Bradbum  c.  Great 
Weistero  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.,  10  Exch. 
1;  or  tiiat  they  have  thereby  become 
heirs:    Terry  v.  Jewclt,  78  N.  Y.  ooS; 
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In  an  action  under  tlie  Iowa  statute,  instituted  bv  the  admin- 
istrator,  against  a  railroad  corporation  causing  the  death  of  his 
decedent,  an  infant,  the  measure  of  damages  is  the  loss  the  es- 
tate has  suffered  for  the  time  after  the  deceased,  if  living,  would 
arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;*  before  that  time  t^e 
parents  are  entitled  to  the  service  and  earnings  of  the  child,  and 
the  loss,  if  any,  during  that  period,  is  their  loss,  and  not  that  of 
the  child's  estate.*  In  the  case  here  cited  from  36  Iowa,  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  that  state  say:  "  in  our  opinion,  the  administra- 
tor is  not  entitled  to  recover  for  damages  accruing  prior  to  the 
time  at  which  the  child  would  have  attained  his  majority;  the 
father  or  mother,  under  Revision,  section  2792,  is  the  proper  party 
to  an  action  to  recover  such  damages." " 

If  the  action  be  commenced  before  the  death  of  the  injured 
person,  and  in  his  own  name,  and  after  his  death  be  prosecuted 
by  the  administrator,  instead  of  his  bringing  a  new  action,  then 
the  measure  of  damages  is  not  compensation  for  pecuniary  loss, 
under  the  statute  giving  an  action  for  the  death  of  a  person; 
but  where,  as  in  Iowa,  the  right  of  action  for  torts  survives  the 
death  of  the  injured  person,  the  administrator  may,  in  such  ac- 
tion so  kept  alive  and  prosecuted  by  him,  recover  only  for  the 
amount  due  decedent  at  the  time  of  his  death,  of  which  a  fair 
compensation  for  bodily  pain  and  suffering  forms  a  part,  as  also 
medical  expenses  and  loss  of  time.  The  administrator,  in  such 
case,  occupies  the  same  position  in  that  respect  under  the  sur- 
vivorship as  the  deceased  himself  would  occupy,  if  living  at 
the  time  of  the  recoverv.* 

By  the  common  law,  the  injured  person  had  a  right  of  action 
against  the  company,  if  not  himself  to  blame,  during  his  life- 
time. In  that  action  he  also  had  a  right  to  recover,  not  only  foi^ 
the  injury,  but  also  for  bodily  pain  and  suffering.     Under  the 

or  the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  bene-  •  In  such  action  by  the  father,  evi- 

fidaries:    C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  dence  is  admissible  of   the  father's 

Moranda,  ttupra;  Same  v.  Howard,  6  occupation,  as  bearing  upon  the  prob- 

firadw.  (III.)*  '^69;  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  able  character  of  the  business  and  eam- 

Moore,  61  Gra.  151.  ings  of  the  child:  Ibidf  and  S.  C,  41 

» Walters  p.  ChirajfO,  R.  Isld.  &  Pa-  la.  71. 

cific  R.  R.  Co.,  36  Iowa,  458.  *Muldowney  v.  111.  Cent  Ry.  Co., 

« 36  Iowa,  462.    See  McGovem  v.  N.  36  Iowa,  462. 

Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  \ 
74 
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statute  of  Iowa,  this  right  of  action  survived  to  his  administra- 
tor as  fully  as  it  ever  existed.  Tlie  administrator  can  recover  for 
whatever  a  right  of  recovery  had  already  accrued  to  the  deceased; 
and  it  does  not  matter  that  an  action  is  given  for  the  death  bv 
another  statute,  for  the  benefit  of  the  next  of  kin,  as  for  their  pe- 
cuniary loss.  The  latter,  to  our  mind,  will  be  no  bar  to  the  former 
Whether,  under  the  Iowa  statute,  a  recovery  may  be  had  for 
both,  is  not  to  our  knowledge  anywhere  decided;  but  if  there 
may  be,  it  should  be  in  separate  actions,  as  the  money  in  the 
one  case  becomes  assets,  and  in  the  other  goes  exclusively  to 
the  next  of  kin  na^med  in  the  statute,  so  the  two  may  not  be 
inseparably  commingled  in  one  recovery.^ 

When,  in  an  action  for  personal  injury  resulting  in  death,  the 
case  is  such  as  may  sustain  a  verdict  for  punitive  damages,  tiien 
evidence  may  be  given  of  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  tlie 
defendant,  as  also  of  the  ages  and  condition  of  those  of  tlie 
family  of  the  deceased  who  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  re- 
covery.' But  punitive  damages  are  only  allowable  in  Kentucky 
where  the  injury  or  negligence  is  willful.'  If  the  death  be  in- 
stantaneous, and  results  from  ordinary  negligence  only,  that  is, 
if  the  negligence  or  act  be  less  than  willful,  then  compensatory^ 
damages  only  may  be  given.* 


*See  Hansford  v.  Payne,  11  Bush, 
380;  Conner  v.  Paul,  12  Bush,  144. 

^  Louisville,  Cincinnati  &  Lexington 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Mahony's  Admx.,  7 
Bush,  285,  287.  But  Pee  contra,  Chi- 
cago &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Bayfield, 
37  Mich.  205;  Conant  r.  Griffin,  48  111. 
410. 

•Louisville,  Cincinnati  &  Lexing'on 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Case's  admr.,  9  Bush, 
728.  And  see  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co. 
r.  Miller,  2  Col.  442,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  245;  Salnev.  Lundin,  3Col.94; 
Holmes  v.  Oregon  &  Cal.  Ry.  Co.,  6 
Sawyer,  262;  S.  C.  5  Fed.  Ropr.  523,  1 
Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  623:  Matthews 
V.  Warner,  29  Gratt.  570;  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Noell,  32  Gratt.  394;  Gal- 
veston, H.  &  S.  A.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Le 
Gierse,  51  Tex.  189;  Southern  Cotton 
Press  &  M.  Co.  v,  Bradley,  52 Tex.  587. 


*  Louisville,  Cincinnati  &  Lexington 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Case's  admr.,  9  Bush, 
728.  It  is  otherwise  under  the  Alaba- 
ma statute:  Savannah  &  Memphis 
R.  R.  Co.  ' .  Shearer,  58  Ala.  672,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  451;  South  &  N.  Ala. 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Sullivan,  59  Ala.  272. 
But  under  the  allegation  of  willful- 
ness, a  lesser  degree  of  culpability 
may  be  proven  and  recovered  for: 
L.,  C.  &  L.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Case,  supra. 
It  is  error,  however,  to  instruct  the 
jury  to  give  damages  as  they  deem 
proper  compensation,  not  exceeding 
the  amount  claimed  in  thepetitioi; 
the  jury  are  confined  to  mere  compen- 
sation, which  is  to  b3  ascertained  from 
the  value  of  the  decedent's  ability,  if 
living,  to  accumulate  or  earn  money: 
lb. 
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6.  A  claim  for  damages  for,  is  not  aBseta. — A  claim  for  dam 
ages,  under  tlie  statute,  for  the  death  of  a  person,  is  not  assets^ 
within  the  ordinary  meaning  of  the  term,  as  used  in  reference 
to  the  granting  of  administration  upon,  and  the  settlement  of, 
decedent's  estates,  under  the  statute.*  Therefore,  where  the  death 
of  a  person  is  caused  and  occurs  within  the  state,  by  or  under 
such  circumstances  as  under  the  statute  gives  a  right  of  action 
to  his  administrator  or  legal  representative  therefor,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  next  of  kin  to  the  deceased,  or  some  of  them,  ad- 
ministration is  not  legally  gran  table  in  a  connty  wherein  the 
death  has  not  occurred,  and  in  which  decedent  left  no  assets  to 
be  administered  on  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  into  which 
none  have  come  since  his  decease;  there  is  a  want  of  jurisdiction." 
Administration  thus  granted  is  void,  and  the  court  issuing 
the  letters  is  competent  to  set  aside  and  cancel  the  same,  either 
on  its  own  motion,  or  on  application  of  any  one  else  interested 
or  appearing  so  to  do  as  amicus  curios*  The  interest  of  a  rail- 
road corporation  in  the  luatter  in  controversy,  in  a  suit  brought 
by  an  administrator  against  it  for  damages,  under  the  statute, 
for  the  death  of  a  person,  is  such  an  interest  as  will  entitle  the 
company  to  prosecute  proceedings  to  test  the  legality  and  valid- 
it}'  of  the  administrator's  appointment  and  letters  of  adminis- 
tration, and  to  cancel  and  set  the  same  aside;*  for  if  such  letters 
be  illegal  and  void,  for  wenxl  of  jurisdiction,  a  settlement  of  Wq 
matter  involved  in  the  action  will  not  shield  the  company  from 
liability  for  the  same  subject-matter  to  the  real  or  legal  adminis- 
trator, if  one  be  appointed.*  And  qxtmre^  if  the  validity  thereof 
can  be  tested  collaterally,  as  a  plea  or  defense  to  the  action.  The 
pica  of  ne  unques  administrator  would  be  suflBciently  met  by  the 
production  of  the  letters,  and  the  order  of  court  granting  tb/.m 
(if  indeed  the  latter  be  necessary);  and  the  adjudication  of  the 
probate  court,  involving    the  question  of  fact  as  to  assets  or 

*  Jeffersonville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Swayne's  Swayne's  admr.,  26  Ind.  477. 

admr.,  26  Ind.  477,  483.    But  see,  un-  *  The    Jeffersonville    R.  R.    Co.  v. 

dir   the    Oregon  statute.   Holmes  r.  Swayne's  adrar.,  26  Ind.  477,  480. 

Oregon  &  Cal.  Ry.  Co.,  6  Sawyer,  262;  'The    Jeffersonville    R.    R.   Co.  r. 

S.  C.  5  Fed.  Repr.  523,  1  Am.  &  Eng.  Swayne's  admr.,   26    Ind.  477,  481 ; 

R.  R.  Cas.  623.  Cutta  r.  Hawkins,  9  Mass.   543;   Hol- 

2  The    Jeffersonville    R.    R.  Co.  r.  yoke  v.  Haskins,  9  Pick.  259;  Wright 

Swayne's  admr.,  26  Ind.  477,  4^3.  v.  Beck,  10  Smedes  &  M.  277. 

8  The   Jeffersonville    R.    R.   Co.  v. 
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residence,  might  not  be  overturned  except  on  appeal,  or  a  diroct 
proceeding  institnted  for  that  purpose  before  the  same  court.  It 
could  not  be  set  aside  collaterally.^ 

The  right  of  action  for  the  bodily  injury  of  the  deceased  dies 
with  him,  and  is  extinct,  ordinarily — that  is,  if  there  be  no  stat- 
ute causing  survivor  of  actions  for  torts;  and  the  right  given  by 
the  "  statute  is  founded  on  a  new  grievance,  namel}',  causing  the 
death."  Though  recoverable  in  the  name  of  the  administrator, 
they  do  not  become  assets.  He  does  not,  as  holder  thereof,  rep- 
resent the  deceased  or  his  estate;  but  is  a  trustee  for  the  benefit 
of  the  widow  and  next  of  kin,  as  the  case  may  be,  who  are,  un- 
der the  statute,  the  recipients.  The  reference  in  the  statute  to 
the  "  abilitv  of  the  deceased  "  to  have  maintained  an  action,  "  if 
death  had  not  ensued,"  is  descriptive  only  of  the  kind  and  degree 
of  wrong  with  which  the  defendant  must  be  chargeable  in  order 
to  subject  the  defendant  to  this  action,  and  to  enable  the  adminis- 
trator to  maintain  the  same.'  The  meaning  clearly  is,  that  if  the 
wrong  act  be  such  as  the  deceased  could  have  maintained  an 
action  for,  in  case  he  had  lived,  then  if,  by  reason  of  such  wrong 
act,  death  ensue,  the  personal  representative  has  an  action — not 
for  the  wrong  act,  but  for  the  death. 

But,  in  some  of  the  statefl,  the  right  of  action  in  respect  to 
torts  is  made  to  survive,  as  well  for  personal  injuries  as  others; 
and  in  some,  if  not  all  thereof,  this  right  of  action  in  the  repre- 
sentative is  given  for  the  death.  In  the  one  case,  the  recovery 
would  vest  as  assets  in  the  estate,  for  in  that  respect  the  admin- 
istrator recovers  what  was  already  due  the  deceased  at  his  death; 
tlie  personal  right  thereto  was  vested  in  him.  In  the  other,  the 
recovery  is  for  a  new  right,  created  by  tlie  law,  and  which  only 
begins  to  exist  cotemporaneously  with  the  death.  Qncere^  does 
the  latter  extinguish  or  supersede  the  former,  or  is  the  delinquent 
party  liable  to  both? 

7.  Pleadings  and  evidence,  in  actions  for  personal  injuries 
causing  death. — The  declaration  or  petition  of  the  plaintifl*,  in 
actions  for  negligently  or  wrongfully  causing  the  death  of  a 
person,  should  not  only  set  forth  the  injury  and  death  of  the 
person,  and  the  manner  of  inflicting  the  same,  with  suitable  alle- 

*  JeffereonvilJe  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Swayne's         *  Jeffersonville  R.  R.  Co.  c.  Swayne's 
admr.,  26  Ind.  477;  Holmes  v.  Oregon      adrar.,  26  Ind.  477,  485. 
&  Cal.  Ry.  Co.,  supra. 
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gallons  of  wrong  or  negligence  of  the  defendant,  and  of  ordinarj 
care  on  the  part  of  the  deceased,'  bnt  fihould  also  aver  and  state 
all  such  facts,  and  circumstances  as  are  necessary  to  bring  the 
case  within  the  purview  and  terms  of  the  statute,  both  as  to  the 
h'ability  of  the  defendant,  and  as  to  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to 
sue,  and  also  the  existence  of  such  persons  as  by  the  statute  are 
made  the  beneficiaries  of  the  recovery;  and,  as  recovery  must 
be  by  a  correspondence  of  the  allegations  and  the  proof,  it  fol- 
lows that  all  necessary  allegations  must  be  proven.  These  prin- 
cipled will  be  sufficiently  illustrated  by  the  following  references.' 

The  ruling  in  Kentucky  is,  that  in  actions  for  negligently 
causing  the  death  of  another,  it  is  not  enough  that  the  petition 
or  declaration  charges  the  defendant  with  negligently  causing 
the  death  of  the  deceased;'  but  it  must  state  how,  or  by  whHt 
means,  he  caused  it,  and  such  circumstances  as  in  law  render 
the  act  or  omission  negligent,  which  is  alleged  to  have  caused 
the  injury.*  It  is  sufficient,  however,  to  state  the  facts;  facts 
and  not  evidence,  are  to  be  pleaded.* 

To  sustain  an  action  for  the  death  of  a  person,  under  the  stat- 
ute of  Illinois,  it  is  not  only  necessary  that  there  be  in  exist- 
ence such  persons  as  are  to  be  the  beneficiaries  thereof,  and  that 
their  existence  be  averred  in  the  declaration  or  petition,  as  we 
have  seen,  but  it  must  be  made  to  appear  that  the  cause  com- 
prises all  the  ingredients  which  are  necessary  to  a  recovery,  and 
that  the  same  be  alleged — that  is  to  say,  wrongful  act  of  defend- 
ant, or  neglect  or  fault  of  defendant,  causing  the  death  of  the 
deceased,  and  under  such* circumstances  as  would  have  given 


J  But  see  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Whittington,  30  Gratt.  805. 

^  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co. 
V,  Morris  et  als,,  admrs.,  26  111.  400; 
Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shan* 
non,  43  111.  346;  Quincy  Coal  Co.  v. 
Hood,  admr.,  77  111.  68;  Vanderslice  v. 
Newton,  4  N.  Y.  130;  Earhai-t  v.  N. 
Orleans  &  CarroUton  R.  R.  Co.,  17 
La.  An.  243;  Louisville,  Cin.  &  Lex. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Case's  admr.,  9  Bush 
(Ky.),  728;  Louisville  &  Portland 
Canal  Co.  v.  Murphy,  9  Bush  (Ky.), 
622;  Commonwealth  v.  Boston  & 
Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  121  Mass.  36.    See 


Comm.  V.  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  120 
Mass.  372;  S.  C.  126  Mass.  472. 

'  Louisville,  Cincinnati  &  Lcxinsrton 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Case's  admr.,  9  Bush 
(Ky.),  728;  Louisville  &  Portland 
Canal  Co.  v.  Murphy,  9  Bush  (Ky.), 
522. 

*  Louisville,  Cincinnati  &  Lexington 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Case's  admr.,  supra; 
Louisville  &  Portland  Canal  Co.-  v. 
Murphy,  9  Bush  (Ky.),  522. 

*  Louisville,  Cincinnati  &  Lexington 
R.  R.   Co.  V.  Case's   admr.,  supra; 
Louisville  &   Portland  Canal  Co.  « 
Murphy,  9  Bush  (Ky.),  522.     . 
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decedent  a  right  of  action  for  the  injury  if  his  death  had  not 
ensued."  If  the  next  of  kin  are  collateral  kindred  of  the 
deceased,  and  have  not  been  receiving  from  him  pecuniary  aid, 
and  are  not  in  a  condition  to  require  it,  no  matter  then  how  near 
the  degree  of  collateral  relationship  is,  only  nominal  damages 
can  be  given,  because  there  is  no  pecuniary  injury  or  loss.* 
And  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  specify  in  plaintiff's  petition 
who  the  persons  are,  and  their  relationship,  for  whose  interest 
the  administrator  prosecutes,  but  the  evidence,  to  avoid  surprise, 
will  be  confined  on  the  trial  to  such  relations  as  are  alleged,  and 
is  not  allowed  as  to  others,  ^ven  though  others  there  be/ 

So,  likewise,  in  Illinois  and  some  others  of  the  states,  the 
declaration  or  petition,  as  the  practice  may  be,  in  a  civil  suit 
for  the  death  of  a  person,  prosecuted  under  the  statute,  must 
iirer,  and  the  proof  must  show,  that  there  are  such  widow,  hus- 
I)and,  children  or  heirs  as  are  contemplated  by  the  statute,  and 
\rho  are  to  be  the  beneficiaries  of  the  recovery,  if  any  be  had.* 
The  statute  of  Illinois  is  a  copy  of  that  of  New  York  of  1847, 
>rhich  latter  is  a  copy  of  the  first  two  sections  of  the  9th  and 
?  0th  Victoria,  Chapt.  93,  enacted  in  1846.  Under  both  of  these, 
it  is  held  that  the  measure  of  damages  is  not  the  loss  or  suffer- 
ing of  the  deceased,  but  the  injury  resulting  to  his  family  from 
his  death;  and  that  the  manner  in   which  the  pecuniary  loss  to 


*  ChicajfO  &  Rock  Ifild.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Morris,  26  111.  400;  Quincy  Coal  Co. 
r.  Hood,  aclmr.,  77  111.  68.  As  to 
what  will  be  sufficient  evidence  of 
death,  the  question  of  identity  being 
raised,  see  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  f>. 
Millc-r,  2  Col.  442,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
245.  Declarations  of  the  decedent, 
contained  in  letters,  are  competent  to 
show  his  marriage,  and  also  docu- 
ments purporting  to  be  transcripts 
from  official  registers,  found  in  the 
biggage  of  deceased,  but  not  auUien- 
tjjated:  Ibid.  As  to  what  will  be 
SI  ifficient  evidence  of  the  authenticity 
o^'  such  letters:  Ibid.  Where,  by 
s/atute,  transcripts  of  letters  of  ad- 
n  inistration  are  made  evidence,  the 
0  iginals  are  also  evidence:  Ibid. 

a  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Shan- 


non, 43  III.  346;  Ills.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.  F.  Weldon,  52  HI.  290;  Quincy 
Coal  Co.  r.  Hood,  admr.,  77  III.  73; 
Mclntyre  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
37  N.  Y.  287;  Mitchell  v.  N.  Y.  Cent. 
&  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Hun.  535. 

'^Quincy  Coal  Co.  c.  Hood,  admr., 
77  111.  63,  74,  75;  Vandewlice  p.  New- 
ton, 4  N.  Y.  (Comst),  130. 

*  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Morris  and  others,  admrs.,  26  111. 
400,  403;  Coram,  v.  Boston  &  Albany 
R.  R.  Co.,  121  Mass.  36;  State  v. 
Cons.  European  &  N.  Am.  Ry.  Co., 
67  Me.  482.  Contra,  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Wightman,  29  Gratl. 
431;  S.  C.  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  351; 
Matthews  v.  Warner,  Id.  570;  Bait.  & 
Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  f .  Sherman,  30  Gratt 
602. 
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the  persons  for  whose  benefit  the  action  is  brought,  arises,  must 
be  alleged  and  shown — that  is,  the  existence  of  such  relations  as 
are  the  recipientB  of  the  money  recovered  must  be  alleged  and 
proven.* 

In  actions  for  personal  injuries  causing  death,  in  Louisiana, 
brought  by  some  one  of  the  next  of  kin,  the  plaintiff  must  show 
the  suit  to  be  in  right  of  the  injury  to  the  deceased,  and  dam- 
ages resulting  to  the  deceased  therefrom.'  Alleged  injnrioe  or 
damages  resulting  to  the  plaintiff  arc,  in  such  cases,  no  cause  of 
action.'  The  whole  right  of  action  and  of  recovery  by  next,  of 
kin  are  in  right  of  the  deceased,  transmitted  to,  and  devolving 
on,  such  next  of  kin  by  survivorship,  under  the  civil  code.  The 
recovery  must  be  for  injuries  inflicted  on,  and  damages  resnlt- 
i II g  therefrom  to,  the  deceased;  and  the  character  and  right  in 
which  the  next  of  kin  sue,  must  in  that  respect  appear  inDioir 
petition.* 

Under  the  statute  of  Indiana,  although  it  is  necessary  to  aver 
the  existence  of  persons  who  are  by  statute  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  recovery,  if  one  be  had,  yet  it  is  not  required  to  spe- 
cifically set  out  their  names.*  And  the  remedy  given  by  the 
statute  in  such  case  is  not  confined  to  local  residents  or  citizens 
of  the  state,  but  is  open  equally  to  residents  and  citizens  of  all 
the  states.' 

In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  for  the  death  of  a 
person,  caused,  as  alleged,  by  the  negligence  of  the  company  in 
the  manageinent  of  its  train  at  a  public  road  crossing,  it  is  not 
competent  for  plaintiff  to  prove  to  the  jury  that  the  railroad  cx>m- 
pany  itself  had  made  the  road  at  some  long  anterior  time,  and 


'  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Moms  and  others,  admrs.,  26  111. 
40?),  403. 

♦'  Earhart  r.  N.  Orleans  &  Carrollton 
R  R.  Co.,  17  La.  An.  243. 

•*  Earhart  v.  N.  Orleans  &  Carrollton 
R.  R.  Co.,  17  La,  An.  243. 

*  Earhart  v,  N.  Orleans  &  Carrollton 
R.  R.  Co.,  17  La.  An.  243.  See,  also, 
Proctor  r.  Hannibal  &  9t.  Jos.  R.  R. 
Co.,  64  Mo.  112;  Fowlkes  v.  Kashvillo 
&  Decatur  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Hcisk.  829; 
Sherman  r.  Western  Stage  Co.,  24  la. 


643;  Read  v.  Great  Eastern  Ry.  Co., 
L.  R.  3  Q.  B.  555. 

^  Jeffersonville,  Madison  &  Indian- 
apolis R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hendricks,  admr., 
41  Ind.  48.  See  Comm.  v.  Boston  & 
Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Cush.  512; 
and,  per  contra.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  GetUe,  3  W.  Va.  376. 

•  Jftffersonville,  Madison  &  Indian- 
apolis R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hendricks,  admr., 
41  Ind.  48;  Hartford  &  New  Haven 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Andrews,  86  Conn.  213. 
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tliat  its  locality  at  the  crossing  is,  in  connection  with  the  forma- 
tion of  the  ground  there,  and  the  obstructions  of  standing  tim- 
ber, such  as  to  render  the  crossing  more  than  ordinarily  danger- 
ous. The  plaintiff  must  recover  allegata  et  probata^  and  there 
being  no  basis  laid  in  the  declaration  or  petition  for  such  evi- 
dence, it,  therefore,  could  not  be  admitted,  even  if  material  or 
legal;  but  owing  to  its  remoteness  as  alleged  negligence,  it  could 
not  be  admitted  in  proof,  even  if  ground  was  laid  therefor  in 
the  pleadings.  The  cause  of  action  must  be  proximate,  and  the 
proof  should  be  of  such  only.* 

In  fixing  damages,  well  recognized  and  generally  accredited 
life  tables  are  properly  receivable  in  evidence,  in  trials  for 
wrongfully  causing  the  death  of  a  person ;'  as,  also,  evidence  of 
decadent's  age,  where  injured,  his  usual  health,  physical  abil- 
ity^ profession,  and  capability  of  earning  and  accumulating 
money  and  property,  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  his 
family,  and  the  damage  suffered  by  them  in  the  loss  of  his  care, 
nurture  and  instruction.* 

It  is  not  competent  for  the  defendant  to  show  that  the  deceased 
held  policies  of  insurance  on  his  life,  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife 
and  children,  and  that  since  his  death  they  have  received  the 
insurance.*  But  warnings  of  an  engineer  to  a  conductor  (the 
deceased)  in  regard  to  his  imprudence  in  transactions  similar  to 
that  resulting  in  his  death,  are  admissible.^ 

8.  Limitation  of  action  for. — The  diversity  of  legislation  of 
the  several  states  is  such  that  no  general  rule  of  limitation  can 
be  stated  in  actions  for  the  negligent  or  wrongful  causing  of  a 
person's  death.     Such  diversity  exists,  not  only  as  to  the  length 


>Peiin.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Weber,  72 
Penn.  St.  27. 

'Georgia  R.  R.  &  Bankingf  Co.  r. 
Oaks,  52  Geo.  410;  Alexander's  ex'x 
V.  Bradley,  3  Bush  (Ky.),  667;  O'Don- 
nellu.  O'Donnell's  exr.,  3  Bush  (Ky.), 
216;  Louisville,  Cin.  &  Lex.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Mahony's  admz.,  7  Bush  (Ky.), 
23.^. 

*  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Wightman,  29  Gratt.  431.  17  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  351. 

♦  B.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Wightman, 


supra. 

*  Central  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  r. 
Sears,  59  Ga.  4;^,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
100.  The  power  of  the  court  granting 
lettc«r8  of  administration  can  not  be 
questioned  collaterally:  Holmes  v, 
Oregon  &  Cal.  Ry.  Co.,  6  Sawyer, 
262;  S.  C.  5  Fed.  Repr.  523,  1  Am. 
&  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  623.  llie  subse- 
quent granting  of  letters  by  another 
court  of  the  same  state  is  null  and 
void:  Ihid, 
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of  time  necessary  to  bar  the  action,  but  also  as  to  when  that 
time  begins  to  rnn.  In  some  of  the  states,  it  ben^ins  to  run 
f.om  the  time  of  the  person's  death;  in  o:hers,  from  the  time  of 
the  grant  of  administration  of  the  estate.  Where  the  action  is 
given  to  the  next  of  kin,  or  to  some  of  them,  there  can  be  no 
objection  to  the  time  commencing  to  run  from  tlie  day  of  tlie 
death;  but  where  the  action  is  to  be  brought  by  the  personal 
representative,  as  executor  or  administrator,  it  is  tlie  more 
reasonable  to  commence  only  with  the  grant  of  letters  testa- 
m3ntary,  or  of  administration,  on  tlie  estate  of  the  deceased. 

In  Connecticut,  the  limitation  is  one  year,  and  is  held  to  com- 
mence ruiining  only  from  the  time  of  appointing  an  executor 
or  administrator  of  the  decedent's  estate.'  In  Alabama,  the 
limitation  is  one  year,  and  the  time  runs  from  the  day  of  the 
death.'  In  Indiana,  the  limitation  is  two  years,  and  commences 
to  run  at  the  time  of  the  injured  person's  death.'  In  Massa- 
chusetts (remedy  by  indictment),  the  limitation  is  one  year  from 
the  date  of  the  injur}'.*  In  Iowa,  the  limitation  is  two  years, 
and  the  time  runs  from  the  date  of  the  injury.* 

The  statute  of  Ohio  (S.  &  C.  1139,  1140)  gave  a  right  of 
action  for  an  injury  causing  death,  provided  it  should  be  com- 
menced within  two  vears  after  tlie  death.  This  was  held  to  be 
a  condition,  and  not  a  mere  liniitation;  and  the  section  contain- 
ing such  proviso  having  been  amended  and  repealed,  after  a 
riirht  of  action  had  accrued,  did  not  affect  the  condition  or 
extend  the  limitation.* 


*  Andrews  r.  The  Hartford  &  New 
Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Conn.  57.  So  in 
Iowa:  Sherman  v.  Western  Stage  Co., 
24  la.  615. 

«Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co. 
p.  Lacey,  49  Geo.  106;  Revised  Code 
of  Ala.,  Sec.  227.  So  in  Tennessee: 
Fowlkes  V,  Nashville  &  Decafur  R.  R. 
Co.,  9  Heisk.  829;  S.  C.  5  Baxt.  66:3; 
and  in  Vermont:  Needham  v.  Grand 
Trunk  R.  R.  Co.,  38  Vt.  294. 

■  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Yining's  admr.,  27  Ind. 


513;  Hanna  v.  The  Jeffersonville  R. 
R.  Co.,  32  Ind.  113;  Jeffersonville, 
Mad.  &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Hendricks, 
41  Ind.  48. 

*  Commonwealth  r.  Boston  &  Wor- 
cester R.  R.  Co.,  11  Cush.  512.  See 
Comm.  V.  East  Boston  Fen*y  Co.,  13 
Allen,  589. 

*Code  of  1873,  Sec.  2526,  2529. 

•  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Hine,  25  Ohio  St.  629,  10 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  157. 
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Section. 
Duty  of  company  in  selecting  .  1 
Right  of  company  to  discharge  .  2 
Liability    for    their   conduct — at 

common  law     ....      3 
Liability    for   their   conduct — by 

statute 4 

Kot  liable  for  their  crimes  or  will- 
ful wrongs        .        .        •        .      5 
Co-employes         ....      6 
Engagement  and  compensation  of 

emp'oyes 7 

Liability  for  injury  to,  if  engaged 


Section, 
outside  their  ordinary  employ- 
ment          8 

Are  entitled  to  safe  materials  and 
structures  ....      9 

Contract  with,  for  exemption  from 
liability  for  injury     .        ,        .10 

His  character  of  servant  not 
changed  to  that  of  passenger 
by  riding  on  the  cars  from  work    1 1 

Competency  of,  as  witnesses        .    12 

The  burden  of  proof  of  mifitness 
is  on  party  alleging  it       •        .13 


1.  Duty  of  company  In  selecting. — It  is  the  daty  of  the 
company  to  employ  competent,  trustworthy  and  sober  persons, 
and  none  other,  in  the  various  operations  of  conducting  its  busi- 
ness.' To  this  end,  it  is  not  only  bound  to  observe  due  care 
and  diligence  in  their  selection,  but  to  discharge  from  time  to 
time,  with  promptness,  such  as,  having  been  selected  and  era- 
ployed,  shall  in  any  one  of  these  respects  prove  unfit  or  faithless, 
if  such  unfitness  or  faithlessness  be  brought  to  its  knowledge, 
or  there  be  such  circumstances  as  in  law  will  charge  it  with 


'  Sullivan  p.  The  Phila.  &  Reading 
R.  R.  Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  (6  Casey),  2^34; 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  c.  Books,  67 
Penn.  St.  839,  343;  Beale  v.  Railway 
Co.,  1  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  568;  Chi.  & 
Great  Eastern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Harney,  28 
Ind.  28;  Gilman  v.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co., 
10  Allen,  233;  Gilman  v.  Eastern  R. 
R.  Co.,  13  Allen,  433;  111.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.  f.  Cox,  21  111.  25;  Marquette  & 
Ontonagon  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Taft,  28 
]Mich.  (6  Post),  289;  Mich.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Dolan,  32  Mich.  510;  Quincy 


Mining  Co.  r.  Kitts,  42  Mich.  34,  9 
Repr.  86;  Flinn  v.  Phila.,  Wilm.  & 
Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Houston  (Del.), 
469;  Laning  v.  The  New  York  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  (4  Sickcls),  521; 
Baulec  r.  New  York  &  Hai-lem  R. 
R.  Co.,  69  N.  Y.  356,  7  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  114;  Booth  v.  Boston  &  Albany 
R.  R.  Co.,  67  N.  Y.  593;  S.  C.  73  N. 
Y.  38;  Beselp.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  Hudson 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  70  N.  Y.  171,  9  Hun, 
457;  Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Salmon, 
11   Kans.   83;   S.   C.   14  Kans.   612: 
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knowledge;  and  if  it  does  not,  the  law  charges  it  with  negligence.* 
A  disregard  or  neglect  of  any  of  these  duties  on  the  part  of  the 
company  renders  it  liable  for  injuries  resulting  from  accidents 
occasioned  by,  or  growing  out  of,  the  unfitness,  incompetency, 
faithlessness  or  incapacity  of  its  employes.' 

And  even  if  due  care  and  dih'gence  be  used  in  their  selection  in 
the  first  place,  so  as  to  exempt  the  company  so  far  as  regards 
the  manner  of  their  selection,  j^et  if  proving  thereafter  to  be 
exceptionable,  and  the  company,  having  knowledge  thereof, 
retain  them,  it  will  in  like  manner  be  liable  for  injuries  so 
resulting  as  aforesaid  from  their  deficiency  or  unfitness  in  their 
respective  places;'  subject,  however,  to  all  qualifying  circum- 
stances, if  any,  in  regard  to  contributory  negligence  of  the 
injured  party,  and  in  regard  to  a  continuance  in  the  service  with 
knowledge  of  these  exceptionable  qualities  of  the   co-servant. 


Mobile  &  M.  Ry.  Co.  u.  Smith,  59 
Ala.  24.5;  Tyson  v.  S.  &  N.  Ala.  R. 
R.  Co.,  61  Ala.  554;  Bassett  v.  Nor- 
wich &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  19  Law  Repr. 
551  (Superior  Ct.  Conn.);  Blake  r. 
Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  70  Me.  60; 
Jordan  v.  Wells,  3  Woods,  527;  Potts 
V.  Port  Carlisle  D.  &  Ry.  Co.,  2  Law 
Rt'pr.  (N.  S.),  28^3.  It  is  jjross  negli- 
gence in  a  railroad  company  to  receive 
an  infant  into  their  employ,  unless  he 
understand  fully  the  hazard  and  dan- 
ger of  the  business,  and  be  instructed 
how  to  avoid  it:  St.  Louis  &  South 
Eastern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Vaiirius,  56  Ind. 
511,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  116. 

^  Sullivan  v.  The  Phil  a.  &  Reading 
R.  R.  Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  (6  Casey), 
2:'4;  Chi.  &  Great  Eastern  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Harney,  28  Ind.  28;  Gilman  v.  East- 
ern R.  R.  Co.,  10  Allen,  2:33;  Gilman 
r.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Allen,  433; 
Ijiining  V.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
49  N.  Y.  521;  Baulec  v.  N.  Y.  & 
Harlem  R.  R.  Co.,  supra;  Marquette 
&  Ontonagon  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Taft,  28 
Mich.  (6  Post),  289. 

'  Beale  v.  Railway  Co.,  1  Dillon's  C. 
C.  R.  568;  Sullivan  v.  The  Phila.  & 
Reading  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Penn.  St.  (6  Ca- 


sey) 2:34;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Books,  57 
Penn.  St.  339,  343;  Huntingdon  & 
Broadtop  Mt.  R.  R.  &  Coal  Co.  v.  Deck- 
er, 82  Penn.  St.  119, 15  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
425;  Baul-c  v.  N.  Y.  &  Hailem  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra;  Hardy  p.  Carolina  Cen- 
tral Ky.  Co.,  76  N.  Car.  5,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  :309. 

«  Baulec  v.  N.  Y.  &  Harlem  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra.  But  a  single  instance  of 
negligence  on  the  part  of  an  employe 
will  not  prove  him  unworthy:  Ibid; 
M"ch.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dolan,  32 
Mich.  510.  And  a  master  may  pre- 
sume that  an  employe  whose  character 
was  good  when  employed,  continues  to 
be  good:  Chapman  v.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  55 
N.  Y.  579,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  357;  Cran- 
dall  r.  Mcllrath,  24  Minn.  127.  But 
if  he  be  notified  to  the  contrary,  it  is 
his  duty  to  inquire  into  it:  Chapman 
V.  Erie  Ry.  Co.  Without  such  notice, 
he  will  not  be  liable  for  injuries 
received  by  a  co-servant:  Ibid.  But 
see,  contray  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Doyle,  18  Kans. 
58,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  187,  where  it  is 
said  that  if  the  employe  is  grossly  and 
notoriously  unfit,  notice  will  be  pre- 
sumed.    And  evidence  is  proper  that 
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whose  negligence  causes  the  injury/  or  of  a  failure,  if  informed 
thereof,  to  report  the  same  to  the  company.'  But  if  the  co- 
servant  or  co-employe  by  reason  of  whose  negligence,  inca- 
jjacity  or  unfitness  for  the  service  the  accident  has  occurred, 
shall  have  been  employed  by  the  company  with  a  knowledge 
of  his  unHtness,  or  carelessly  employed,  without  proper  care  on 
the  part  of  the  company  to  ascertain  and  inform  itself  in  regard 
thereto,  then  the  company  will  be  liable.'  And  of  the  evidence 
in  that  respect  to  establish  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  one  way  or 
the  other,  the  jury  are  the  judges;*  and  the  burden  of  proof  is 
upon  the  plaintiff.* 
There  is  an  implied  warranty  or  undertaking  of  railroad  cor- 


a  division  superintendent,  who  had 
power  to  dischargee  employes,  had 
heard  that  the  servant  had  "been  off 
on  a  spree — drinking","  and  had  rep- 
rimiinded  him:  Chapman  r.  Erie  Ry. 
Co.,  supra.    And  Fee  Huntingdon  & 

B.  Mt.  R.  R.  &  Coal  Co.  v.  Decker, 
supra;  Couch  r.  Wat«?on  Coal  Co.,  46 
la.  17;  Lee  v*  Detroit  Bridge  &  Iron 
Works,  62  Mo.  565.  Proof  of  a  sub- 
sequent discharfje  is  not  admissible: 
Couch  r.  W.  Coal  Co.,  supra,   ' 

» Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Barber,  5  Ohio  St.  541 ;  Gibson  v. 
Erie  Ky.  Co.,  63  N.  Y.  449;  S.  C.  5 
Hun,  31 ;  Meban  v.  Syracuse.  B.  &  N. 
y.  R.  R.  Co.,  73  N.  Y.  585;  DeForest 
V.  Jewett,  19  Hun,  509;  DeGrafFr.  N. 
Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co..  3  Thomp. 
&  C.  255;  Harper  v.  Indianapolis  & 
St.  liouis  R.  R.  Co.,  44  Mo.  488;  Ltfcdd 
V.  New  Bedford  R.  R.  Co.,  119  Mass. 
412;  Kelley  v.  Silver  Spring  B.  &  D. 
Co.,  12  R.  I.  112;  Mansfield  Coal  &  C. 
Co.  V.  McEnery,  91  Penn.  St.  185;  S. 

C.  37  Leg.  Int.  28;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Rush,  84  111.  570;  Same  v.  Mun- 
roe,  85  111.  25;  Penn.  Co.  «.  Lynch,  90 
111.  333. 

^Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Ruyh,  84  111.  570;  Frazier  v.  Penn.  R. 
R.  Co.,  38  Penn.  St.  104;  Davis  v, 
Detroit  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Mich.  105. 


'McDermott  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  80 
Mo.  115;  Rohback  v.  Pac'fic  R.  R.  Co., 
4;^  Mo.  187;  Gibson  r.  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  46  Mo.  163;  Harper,  by  his  next 
friend,  v.  Indianapolis  &  St  Louis  R. 
R.  Co.,  47  Mo.  567;  Wright  v.  N. 
York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  25  N.  Y.  565; 
Baulec  V.  N.  Y.  &  Harlem  R.  R.  Co., 
supra;  Snow  v.  Housatonic  R.  R.  Co., 
8  Allen.  444,  445;  Gilman  v.  Eastern 
R.  R.  Co  ,  10  Allen,  233. 

*  But  the  question  of  negligence  by 
the  servant  will  not  be  submitted  to 
the  jury  where  the  evidence  is  equally 
divided,  or  f.iils  to  sustain  the  charge: 
Baulec  v.  N.  Y.  &  Harlem  R.  R.  Co., 
supra.  In  such  case  the  appellate 
court  will  not  disturb  the  verdict  sole- 
ly on  the  question  of  preponderance 
of  evidence:  Union  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Y«ung,  19  Kans.  488,  19  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  52. 

6  Wright  V.  N.  Y.  Cent  R.  R.  Co., 
25  N.  Y.  562;  S.  C.  28  Barb.  80;  Da- 
vis p.  Detroit  &  Milw.  R.  R.  Co.,  20 
Mich.  105;  Columbus,  Chicago  &  Ind. 
Cent.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Troesch,  57  III.  155; 
S.  C.  68  111.  545;  Murphy  v.  St.  Louis 
&  Iron  Mountain  R.  R.  Co,,  71  Mo. 
202;  S.  C.  10  Cent.  L.  J.  377;  Allen  v. 
New  Gas  Co.,  Law  Rep.  1  Exch.  Div. 
251, 
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porations,  in  favor  of  those  doing  business  on,  or  passing  over, 
their  lines,  that  their  employes  and  servants  in  charge  of  and 
concerned  in  running  of  trains,  are  competent  and  suitable  per- 
sons for  their  respective  stations;'  and  in  some  of  the  states 
this  extends  as  well  to  acts  of  maliciousness,  as  to  negligence, 
done  or  omitted  in  the  course  of,  or  while  exercising  the  powers 
and  performing  the  duties  confided  to  them,  if  the  act  be  done 
or  omitted  in  tlie  use  of  means  or  power  conferred  by  the  com- 


...  a 


P'ljy."  And  proof  of  a  collision  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  neg- 
li^^ence.' 

An  action  in  tort,  for  damages  occasioned  by  the  condudtor  or 
other  servant  of  a  railroad  company,  committed  in  the  course 
of  his  business  employment,  may  join  as  defendants  both  the 
company  and  the  servant  committing  the  wrong  act.*  In  such 
action,  one  defendant  may  be  convicted,  and  the  other  discharged; 
and  such  a  finding  will  be  no  objection  to  the  verdict.* 

Upon  principles  analogous  to  those  before  stated,  the  company 
is  bound  to  provide  a  snflicient  number  of  employes  to  properly 
manage  its  trains  and  transact  its  business.* 

A  strike  of  railroad  employes,  however  unjustly  or  without 
cause  in  the  management  of  the  company,  is  no  excuse  to  the 


*  New  Orleans,  JackHon  &  Great 
Northern  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Allbritton,  38 
Miss.  242.  But  not  so  in  the  case  of 
persons  employed  to  construct  the 
road,  if  due  cai'e  is  used  in  their  se- 
lection: Mansfield  Coal  &  C.  Co.  v. 
McEnery,  91  Penn.  St.  185;  S.  C.  37 
Leg.  Int.  28. 

'New  Orleans,  Jackson  &  Great 
Northern  R.  R.  Co.  u.  Allbritton,  38 
Miss.  242;  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western 
Ry.  Co.  r.  Harmon,  47  JU.  298;  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Dickson,  63  111.  151, 7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
45. 

*New  Orleans,  Jackson  &  Great 
Northern  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Allbritton,  38 
Miss.  242.  But  see,  contra,  111.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Houck,  72  111.  285;  Tole- 
do, Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Moore,  77  111.  217;  Mobile  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.  17.  Thomas,  42  Ala.  672;  Kan- 


sas Pac.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Salmon,  11  Eans. 
83. 

*  Moore  v.  Fitch  burg  R.  R.  Co.  and 
another,  4  Gray,  465;  Ilewett  v.  Swift, 
3  Allen,  420;  Holmes  r.  Wakefield,  12 
Allen,  580;  Brokaw  v.  N.  J.  R.  R.  & 
T.  Co.,  3  Vrooni,  828.  And  when  so 
joined,  evidence  of  the  pecuniary  abil- 
ity of  the  company,  in  aggravation  of 
damages,  is  improper:  Chicago  City 
Ry.  Co.  r.  Henry,  62  111.  142,  6  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  365. 

'  Moore  v.  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.  and 
another,  4  Gray,  465,  467. 

'  Stoddard  v.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City 
&  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  65  Mo.  514; 
Booth  V.  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co., 
67  N.  Y.  593;  S.  C.  73  N.  Y.  38;  Hai- 
vey  V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R  Co., 
19  Hun,  556;  Mad  River  &  L.  E.  R. 
R.  Co.  ».  Barber,  supra. 
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company  for  not  transporting  freight  in  a  reasonable  time, 
whereby  the  property  received  'for  carriage  is  lost.  The  compa- 
ny can  not  defend  itself  from  loss  upon  the  ground  of  its  own 
servants'  wrong  acts.' 

The  negligence  of  the  company  in  not  providing  proper  serv- 
ants, must  be  alleired  in  the  declaration.* 

2.  Right  of  company  to  discharge. — The  rule  of  the  English 
law  of  master  and  servant,  that  entitles  the  latter  to  a  month's 
notice,  or  else  to  a  month's  additional  pay,  if  turned  oif  without 
proper  cause,  is  based  upon  usai^e,  and  has  never  obtained  a 
place  in  the  jurisprudence  of  these  states.  But  it  is  holden 
here,  that  when  the  hiring  is  for  a  given  time,  and  for  a  stipulated 
price,  as,  for  instance,  a  hiring  from  month  to  month,  or  from 
year  to  year,  or  simply  for  a  month  or  a  year,  or  other  specified 
period,  that  if  the  employer  discharge  the  servant  or  employe 
before  the  time  specified,  he  will  be  liable  to  pay  the  servant's 
wages  for  the  full  terra  of  his  engagement,  in  case  he  remain 
unemployed  during  such  term;  the  recovery  to  be  had  at  the  end 
of  the  term.'  If,  however,  the  employe  obtain  other  employ- 
ment after  his  discharge,  and  during  any  part  of  the  unexpired 
term,  then  the  compensation  received  or  realized  therefrom  is 
to  be  do<lncted  from  the  amount  which  would  otherwise  be  due 
to  him  from  the  person  by  whom  he  was  thus  improperly  dis- 
cliarged.*  And  this  principle  in  relation  to  the  discharge  of  an 
employe  or  servant  in  the  midst  of  his  term,  and  without  rea- 
sonable cause,  as  also  the  rule  of  modified  liability  in  case  of  his 
subsequent  employment,  above  given,  are  holden  to  apply  to 
railroad  companies  and  their  employes.* 

So  it  may  be  shown,  in  diminution  of  the  amount  to  be  recov- 
ered, that  the  employe  thus  discharged  had  opportunity  for  em- 
ployment  in  the  same  locality  or  vicinity,  and  in  like  kind  of 


*  Blackstock  v.  New  York  &  Erie  R. 
R.  Co.,  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith),  48;  Weed 
V.  Panama  R.  R.  Co.,  17  N.  Y.  362. 

« Blake  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  70 
Me.  60. 

^Hoyt  V.  Wildfire,  3  John.  518; 
Ward  V.  Ames,  9  John.  138;  Costigan 
r.  The  Mohawk  &  Hudson  R.  R.  Co., 
2  Denio,  609;  Emerson  v,  Howland,  1 


Mason,  51;  Stewart  r.  Walker,  14 
Penn.  St.  R.  293. 

*  Stewart  v.  Walker,  14  Penn.  St.  R. 
293;  Shannon  v.  Comstock,  21  Wend. 
457;  Costigan  v.  The  Mohawk  &  Hud- 
son R.  R.  Co.,  2  Denio,  609. 

^  Costigan  v.  The  Mohawk  &  Hud- 
son R.  R.  Co.,  2  Denio,  609. 
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business,  during  a  portion  or  all  of  the  tnexpired  term  from 
which  he  was  discharged.* 

Some  of  the  cases  rest  the  h'ability  of  the  employer  for  snch 
wrongful  discharge,  upon  the  principle  of  damages  for  breach 
of  contract,  and  regard  the  amount  agreed  upon  as  wages  as  the 
measure  of  damages,  or  in  the  nature  of  stipulated  damages: 
subject,  however,  as  before  stated,  to  deduction  therefrom  of  any 
sum  realized  by  subsequent  employment,  or  opportunity  for 
proper  employment,  in  the  residue  of  the  term.' 

The  case  of  Costis^an  v.  The  Mohawk  and  Hudson  Railroad 
Company  was  an  action  brought  by  Costigan  for  his  salary  as 
superintendent  of  €aid  railroad.  He  was  employed  to  superin- 
tend the  same  for  a  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  of  May,  at 
a  fixed  salary,  and  was  discharged  by  the  company,  without 
cause,  on  the  first  day  of  the  following  July.  Tliereupon  he 
gave  notice  to  the  company  of  his  readiness  to  perlbrm  his  con- 
tract, and  that  he  should  claim  his  salary  for  the  entire  year. 
The  same  not  being  paid,  he  brought  suit,  and  the  court  held  that 
he  was  entitled  to  recover  as  for  the  whole  year,  in  the  absence 
of  evidence  of  his  having  any  subsequent  employment  during 
any  portion  of  that  time,  or  of  opportunity  thereof. 

3.  Liability  for  their  conduct  at  common  law. — Where  differ- 
ent persons  are  employed  by  the  same  principal  in  a  common 
enterprise  or  business,  whether  in  the  same  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness or  not,  no  action  at  common  law  can  be  sustained  by  them, 
or  either  of  them,  against  their  common  employer,  on  account 
of  injuries  sustained  by  one  or  more  of  them  through  the  negli- 
gence of  another  one  or  more  of  them.  An  employe  can  not,  at 
common  law,  maintain  an  action  against  the  employer  for  in- 
juries received  by  reason  of  tlie  negligence  of  his  co-emplo\'e  or 
fellow  servant;'  unless  such  servant  be  an  improper  or  incoin- 


'  Costigan  v.  Mohawk  &  HudsoYi  R. 
R.  Co.,  2  Denio,  609;  Shannon  r.  Corn- 
stock,  21  Wend.  457;  Hoyt  v.  Wild- 
fire, 3  John.  518. 

"  Costigan  v.  M.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  su- 
pra. 

«Fort  V.  Union  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  2 
Dillon  C.  C.  R.  259;  Hunt  v.  The  Chi. 
&  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Iowa,  363; 
O'Connell  v.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R. 


R.  Co. ,  20  Md.  212;  Ryan  r.  The  Cum- 
berland Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  23  Penn.  St. 
(11  Harris),  384;  O'Donnell  ».  Alle- 
gheny Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  59  Penn.  Sfc. 
239;  Dow  V.  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  8 
Kansas,  642;  Union  Pacific  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Milliken,  8  Kansas,  647;  Madison  & 
Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  f.  Bacon,  6 
Ind.  (Porter),  205;  Ohio&  Miss.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Tindall,  13  Ind.  366;  Wilson  v. 
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petent  one,  and  not  then,  unless  there  has  been  neglio^ence  in  the 
selection  or  retention  of  the  servant  or  servants  whosu  /legli- 
gence  occasions  the  injury.* 

And  an  ordinary  servant  of  the  company  can  not  commit  the 
company  to  liability  for  his  acts  or  conduct  which  are  outside 
tlie  scope  of  his  authority;  as,  for  instance,  vvliere  a  brakeman  or 
engineer,  in  charge  of  an  engine  and  tender  about  to  take  in 
water,  requests  the  assistance  of  an  entire  stran^^er  to  "put  in 
the  hose  and  turn  on  the  water,"  and  he  is  killed  whilst  in  the 
act  of  doing  so,  the  company  are  not  liable.*     The  court  below 


Madison,  etc..  R.  R.  Co.,  18  Ind.  226; 
Thayer  v.  St.  JiOnis,  Alton  &  Terre 
Haute  R.  R.  Co.,  22  Ind.  26;  Slattery's 
admr.  and  others  v.  Toledo  &  Wab  sh 
Ry.  Co.,  23  Ind.  81;  Ohio  &  Miw.  R. 
K.  Co.  V.  IJammersley,  28  Ind.  371; 
Honnert).  HI.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  15  III. 
550;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Cox,  21  HI. 
20;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Keefe. 
47  111.  108;  Chicajfo  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Ward,  61  III.  130;  Whaalan  v.  The 
Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  8 
Ohio  St.  249;  Manville  v.  The  Cleve- 
land &  Toledo  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Ohio  St. 
417;  Sherman,  admr.,  v.  The  Roches- 
ter &  Syracuse  R.  R.  Co.,  17  N.  Y.  (3 
Smith).  153;  Boldt  t?.  New  York  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  Y.  4:32;  Wright  v, 
Sa)ne,  25  N.  Y.  562;  Harrison  v.  Cen- 
tral R.  R.  Co.,  2  Vroom  (N.  J.),  293; 
Murray  v.  The  South  Car.  R.  11.  Co., 
1  McMullan,  385;  Mnrquette  <<'  Onton- 
njTon  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Taft,  28  ^I  ch.  (6 
Post),  289;  Summerhays  v.  Kan^^as 
Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  2  Col.  484,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  359.  And  th«  circumstunc}  that 
the  servant  performed  other  duties 
than  those  in  discharge  of  which  he 
receives  his  injury,  will  neither  dimin- 
ish nor  increase  his  right  of  action: 
Wilson  r.  Mad.,  etc.,  R.  R.  Co.,  ^m- 
pra.  This  doctrine  of  the  common 
law  was  first  explicitly  asserted,  we  be- 
lieve, in  the  case  of  Priestley  v.  Fowl- 
er, in  1>?37,  and  is,  perhaps,  the  first 


case  in  the  English  books  thus  limit- 
ing the  liability  of  the  superior:  3  M. 
&  W.  1;  Hutchinson  v.  The  York,  N. 
&  B.  Railway  Co.,  5  Exch.  R  34:3;  Wig- 
more  V.  Jay,  lb.  354.  It  is  now  the 
settled  law  of  the  English  and  Ameri- 
can courts,  unless  where  otherwise  de- 
clared by  statute;  exceptions  thereto, 
as  in  Ohio,  resting  principally  upon 
the  distinction  as  to  who  are  in  some 
Ciiscs  co-servants,  and  who  are  not,  so 
as  to  involve  liability  on  one  party 
from  the  character  of  principal.  See 
Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Keary,  3  Ohio  St.  201. 

»  Wonder  v.  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.,  32  Md.  411;  S.  C.  3  Am.  Reps. 
143,145;  Dow  V.  Kansas  Pacific  Ry. 
Co.,  8  Kansas,  642;  Union  Pacific 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Mil'iken,  8  Kansa.s,  647; 
Thaver  v.  St.  Louis,  Alton  &  Terre 
Hiuite  R.  R.  Co.,  22  Ind.  26;  Hairison 
V.  CVnt.  II.  R.  Co.,  2  Vroom  (N.  J.), 
203;  Ilnbnrh  r.  New  Orieans  &  Carroll- 
ton  R.  R.  Co.,  6  La.  An.  495;  Sum- 
mt;rhays  v.  K.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  supra, 

'^  Flower  V.  The  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  69 
Penn.  St.  210;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Hammersley,  28  Ind.  371.  And  by 
the  last  case  cited,  the  rule  is  the  same 
if  the  inju'ed  employe  bo  a  minor, 
employed  by  consent  of  the  father: 
lb.  And  see  DcGraff  v.  N.  Y.  Cent. 
&  H.  R.  R.  R.  C\,  76  N.  Y.  125;  S. 
C.  3  Thomp.  &  C.  255;  Sullivan  r.  To- 


EMPLOYES. 


1185 


ruled  that  the  act  of  the  servant  invitinir  thebov  to  p.id  in  fillinnr 
the  tank,  was  an  act  done*ontaide  of  the  8Coj)e  of  his  autlioritj' — 
in  other  words,  that  his  vocation  and  business  or  office  of  firemarii 
or  of  engineer,  did  not  confer  on  him  autliority  to  engage  or 
solicit  the  assistance  of  outsiders  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
and  that  his  doing  so  placed  no  liability  or  obligation  on  tlie 
company.  Tins  ruling  of  thecourt  below,  where  judgment  went, 
for  defendant,  was  the  principal  point  relied  on  for  error  in  the 
cx)urt  above.  In  the  Supreme  Court,  the  ruling  below  was  sus- 
tained.' The  novelty  and  yet  importance  of  this  case  is  so 
great,  and  the  opinion  of  the  court  (Aaxp:w,  J.)  so  searching  and 
able,  that  we  venture  to  give  the  material  portion  of  it,  at  the 
risk  of  being  tedious.' 


ledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co., 
58  Ind.  26;  Houston  &  Great  North- 
ern R.  R.  Co.  V.  Miller,  51  Tex.  270. 

*Bat  if  the  outside  party  perform 
his  voluntary  duty  in  safety,  and  cease 
to  occupy  his  position  as  volunteer 
assistant,  and  then  be  injured  through 
the  negligence  of  the  company's  em- 
ploye, and  without  fault  on  his  part, 
the  company,  as  in  other  cases,  will  be 
liable:  Cumberland  Valley  R,  R.  Co. 
r.  Myers,  55  Penn.  St.  288. 

*  **At  the  water-station  the  fireman 
in  charge  asked  the  son  of  the  plaintiffs, 
a  boy  ten  and  a  half  years  old,  standing 
on  the  platform  of  the  water-tank,  to 
put  in  the  hose  and  turn  on  the  water; 
and  then  turned  to  clean  out  the  ash- 
pan  of  the  engine.  The  boy  climbed 
up  the  side  of  the  tender  to  put  in  the 
hose,  and  as  he  did,  some  detached 
freight-cars,  belonging  to  the  train, 
came  down  without  a  brakesman, 
and  struck  the  car  bfehind  the  tender, 
driving  the  tender  and  engine  forward 
from  six  to  ten  feet.  The  boy  fell  from 
Ihe  tender  and  was  crushed  to  death. 
Is  the  railroad  company  responsible  to 
the  parents?  The  case  involves  no 
public  right.  The  accident  happened 
at  no  crossing,  or  place  where  the  pub- 
lic had  a  right  to  be.  The  boy  was 
75 


not  a  passenger,  or  one  to  whom  the 
company  owed  a  special  duty.  The 
platform  of  the  water-tank  was  the 
private  property  of  the  company,  and 
was  used  for  its  own  purposes.  The 
engine  and  tender  were  where  they 
had  a  right  to  be.  The  track  itself 
was  the  property  of  the  company,  and 
the  detached  cars  were  not  the  cause 
of  injury  in  any  sense  which  affected 
the  public  rights,  or  even  those  of  the 
employes  of  the  company.  They  came 
against  the  car  and  tender  with  no 
great  force,  and  did  no  injury  to  the 
property  or  employes  of  the  company. 
They  were  the  cause  of  the  injury  to 
the  boy,  only  in  so  much  that  he  had 
placed  himself  in  a  position  of  danger, 
where  ordinarily  he  had  no  right  to  be. 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  case 
turns  wholly  on  the  effect  of  the  re- 
quest of  the  fireman,  who  was  tempo- 
rary engineer,  to  put  in  the  hose,  and 
turn  on  the  water.  Did  that  request 
involve  the  company  in  the  conse- 
quences? This  IS  a  veiy  hard  case.  A 
willing,  bright  boy.  not  arrived  at 
years  of  discretion,  has  lost^his  life  in 
simply  trying  to  oblige  the  fireman. 
But  we  must  not  suffer  our  sympathicM 
to  do  ir\justice  to  others,  by  overriding' 
those  fixed  principles  which  under)  e 
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The  force  of  this  principle  of  non-liability  of  the  employer  for 
injuries  inflicted  in  the  course  of  their  common  employment  on 
one  employe  of  a  railroad  company  by  reason  of  the  negligence 


the  rights  of  all  men,  and  are  essential 
to  justice.  It  is  natural  justice  that 
one  man  should  not  be  held  liable  for 
Uac  act  of  another,  without  his  partici- 
pation, his  privity  or  his  authority. 
It  is  clear  that  the  fireman,  through 
his  indolence,  or  haste,  was  the  cause 
of  the  boy's  loss  of  life.  Unless  his 
act  can  be  legally  attributable  to  the 
company,  it  is  equally  clear  the  com- 
pany was  not  the  cause  of  the  injury. 
The  maxim,  Quifacit  per  alium  facit 
per  se,  can  apply  only  where  there  is 
an  authority,  either  general  or  special. 
It  is  not  pretended  there  was  a  special 
authority.  Was  there  a  general  au- 
thority which  would  comprehend  the 
fireman's  request  to  the  boy  to  fill  the 
engine- tank  with  water.  This  seems 
to  be  equally  plain  without  resorting 
to  the  evidence  given,  that  engineers 
are  not  permitted  to  receive  any  one  on 
the  engine  but  the  conductor,  and  the 
foreman  or  superintendent,  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  fireman  to  supply  the 
engine  with  water,  that  he  has  no 
power  to  invite  others  to  do  it,  and  can 
leave  his  post  only  on  a  necessity.  The 
business  of  an  engineer  requires  skill 
and  constant  attention  and  watchful- 
ness; and  that  of  a  fireman  requires 
some  skill  and  much  attention.  They 
are  in  charge  of  a  machine  of  vast 
power,  and  large  capacity  for  mischief. 
The  responsibility  resting  on  them, 
and  especially  on  the  engineer,  is 
great,  and  neither  should  be  permitted 
to  delegate  the  performance  of  his  du- 
ties to  others.  In  doing  so  without 
permission  they  transcend  their  pow- 
ers. There  can  not,  therefore,  be  any 
general  authority  in  the  engineer  and 
fireman  which  can  embrace  a  request 
to  perform  the  fireman's  duties.  Even 


an  adult,  to  whom  no  injury  would  be 
likely  to  ensue,  could  not  justify  under 
the  fireman's  request.  Much  less  can 
there  be  any  presumption  of  authority 
to' invite  a  boy  of  tender  years  to  per- 
form a  service,  which  required  him  to 
clamber  up  the  side  of  the  engine  or 
tender.  It  was  a  wrong  on  the  part 
of  the  fireman  to  ask  such  a  youth  to 
do  it.  Whether  the  boy  could  be 
treated  as  a  mere  trespasser  is  scarcely 
the  question.  His  youth  might  possi- 
bly excuse  concurrent  negligence 
where  there  is  clear  negligence  on 
part  of  compnny.  Such  were  the  cases 
of  Lynch  v.  Nurdin,  1  A.  &  E.  N.  8. 
29  (41  E.  C.  L.  422);  Ranch  r.  Lloyd  & 
Hill,  7  Casey,  ooS;  Smith  r.  O^Connor, 
12  Wright.  'J  18.  See,  also,  Phil.  &  R. 
Railroad  Co.  v.  Spearen,  11  Wright, 
300,  and  Oakland  Railway  Co.  p.  Field- 
ing, 12  Id.  320.  The  true  point  of  this 
case  is,  that  in  climbing  the  side  of  the 
tender  or  engine  at  the  request  of  the 
fireman,  to  perform  the  fireman's  duty, 
the  son  of  the  plaintiffs  did  not  come 
within  the  protection  of  the  company. 
To  recover,  the  company  must  have 
come  under  a  duty  to  him,  which  made 
his  protection  necessary.  Viewing 
him  as  an  employe  at  the  request  of 
the  fireman,  the  relation  itself  would 
destroy  his  right  of  action :  Caldwell  r. 
Brown,  3  P.  F.  Smith,  453;  Weger  r. 
Penna.  Railroad  Co.,  5  Id.  460;  C.  V. 
Railroad  Co.  v.  Myers,  5  Id.  288.  Had 
the  fireman  himself  fallen  in  place  of 
the  boy,  he  could  have  had  no  remedy. 
It  does  not  seem  reasonable  that  his 
i-equest  to  the  boy  to  take  his  place, 
without  any  authority,  general  or 
special,  can  elevate  the  boy  to  a  higher 
position  than  his  own,  and  create  a 
liability  where  none  would  attach  had 
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of  another,  was  considered  and  recognized  as  law  in  the  New 
York  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  first  time  in  1851.'  In  tli^  case 
here  cited  from  5th  New  York,  Justices  Gardiner  and  Foot  ex- 
amine the  question  extensively,  and  recognize  the  principle  as 
correct,  and  as  asserted  in  England,'  Massachusetts  and  South 
Carolina;'  and  declare  that  it  must  now  be  considered  as  settled, 
and  as  the  common  law  in  this  country.* 

The  doctrine,  however,  that  the  employer  is  not  liable  to  one 
employe  for  injuries  sustained  by  reason  of  the  negligence  of 
another  employe  of  the  same  employer,  engaged  in  the  same 
common  business,  is  applicable  only  to  cases  where  the  injury 


he  performed  the  service  himself.  It 
is  not  like  the  case  of  one  injured 
while  on  board  a  train  by  the  suffer- 
ance of  the  conductor,  whose  general 
authority  extends  to  receiving  and  dis- 
charging persons  to  and  from  the  train : 
Penna.  Railroad  Co.  v.  Books,  7  P. 
F.  Smith,  339.  It  is  not  like  those  cases 
where  an  iiyury  happened  to  boys 
crawling  mider  the  cars  to  get  through 
a  tra?n  occupying  a  public  street, 
which  they  had  a  right  to  cross: 
Ka  ch  V.  Lloyd  &  Hill,  Penna.  Rail- 
road Co.  V.  Kelly,  7  Casey,  3r>8  &  372. 
Nor  does  it  resemble  the  case  of  Lizzie 
Kay  V.  Penna.  Railroad  Co.,  15  P.  F. 
tSmith,  269,  decided  at  Philadelphia 
last  year,  where  detached  cars  were 
sent  around  a  curve,  without  a  brakes- 
man in  charge,  upon  a  track  whith 
the  public  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
traveling  over  constantly  for  a  long 
time  with  the  knowledge  of  the  com- 
pany, from  one  part  of  the  city  of 
Williamsport  to  another.  Here  the 
boy  was  voluntarily  where  he  had  no 
right  to  be,  and  where  he  had  no  right 
to  claim  protection;  where  the  com- 
pany was  in  the  ui?e  of  its  private 
grounds,  and  was  not  abusing  its 
privileges,  or  trespassing  on  the  rights 
or  immunities  of  the  public.  The  only 
apology  for  his  presence  there,  is  the 
unauthorized  request  of  one  who  could 
not  delegate  his  duty,  and  had  no  ex- 


cuse for  visiting  his  principal  with  his 
own  thoughtless  and  foolish  act.  Nor 
can  the  mere  youth  of  the  boy  change 
the  relations  of  the  case.  That  might 
excuse  him  from  concurring  negli- 
gence, but  can  not  supply  the  place  of 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
or  confer  an  authority  on  one  who  has 
none.  It  may  excite  our  sympathy, 
but  can  not  create  rights  or  duties 
which  have  no  other  foundation.  Ll^pon 
the  whole  case,  finding  no  error  in  the 
record,  judgment  is  affirmed."  69 
Penn.  St.  214-216. 

*  Coon  r.  The  Syracuse  &  Utica  R. 
R.  Co.,  5  N.  Y.  (1  Selden),  492. 

*  Priestley  v.  Fowler,  3  Mees.  & 
Welsh.  1;  Hutchinson  v.  The  York, 
N.  &  B.  Ry.  Co.,  5  Exch.  343;  Wig- 
more  V.  Jay,  5  Exch.  354:  Skipp  r. 
Eastern  Counties  Ry.  Co.,  9  Exch.  228; 
Waller  v.  South  Eastern  Ry.  Co.,  2 
Hurl.  &  C.  102;  Lovegrover.  London, 
Brighton  &  S.  Coast  Ry.  Co.,  16  Com. 

•  B.  (N.  S.),  6G9;  Lovell  v.  Howell,  L.  R. 
1  C.  P.  Div.  161;  Rourke  v.  White 
Moss  Colliery  Co.,  L.  R.  1  C,  P.  Div. 
556. 

»  Citing  Farwell  v.  B,  &  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  4  Met.  49;  Murray  r.  S.  Carolina 
R.  R.  Co.,  1  McMullan,  :385:  Hayes  i/. 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Cush.  272. 

*  Coon  p.  The  Syracuse  &  Utica  R. 
R.  Co.,  5  N.  Y.  492, 496. 
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complained  of  occurs  without  the  fault  or  misconduct  of  the 
principal  himself,  in  reference  to  the  act  which  causes  the  injury, 
or  in  the  selection  and  employment  of  the  agent  or  employe  by 
whose  immediate  fault  the  injury  occurs.* 

The  common  law  rule  that  the  company  is  not  liable  for  an 
injury  resulting  to  one  servant  from  the  negligence  of  a  fellow 
servant,  is  followed  also  in  Wisconsin;'  but  with  an  exception- 
able case  of  ruling  to  the  contrary  by  Paine,  J.,  in  one  case,*  and 
by  a  dissenting  opinion  from  the  same  judge  (Paine)  in  the  ca>=e 
of  Cooper,  admr.,  etc.,  v.  The  Milwaukee  &  Prairie  du  Chien 
Railway  Company,  above  cited. 

But  though  there  is  no  liability  on  the  company  for  the  in- 
jury, at  common  law,  of  one  of  its  servants  by  the  negligence  of 
another  one  of  its  co-equal  servants  with  the  injured  one,*  j^et 
the  authorities  all  agree  that  for  an  injury  to  a  Servian t  or  em- 
ploye, resulting  from  the  negligence  or  wrong  of  the  employer 
himself,  there  is  liability,  and,  therefore,  that  a  railroad  company 
is  liable  for  injury  inflicted  on  its  employe  by  reason  of  a 
wrong  act,  negligence  or  omission  of  duty  by  the  company 
itself.  Hence  frequent  difficulties  arise  as  to  whether  an  injury 
complained  of  emanates  from  the  act  of  a  co-servant,  or  from  the 
conduct  of  the  principal.  In  Ohio,  the  rule  declared  is,  that  when 
an  employer  places  one  person  in  his  employ  under  the  direction 
of  another,  also  in  his  employ,  such  employer  is  liable  for  an  in- 
jury to  the  person  placed  in  the  subordinate  situation,  occasioned 
by  the  negligence  of  such  superior.*  In  such  case,  the  ruling  in 
Ohio  regards  the  person  thus  placed  in  control  as  the  substitute 


*  Keegran  r.  The  Western  R.  R.  Co., 
8  N.  Y.  (4  Selden),  175;  Laning  v. 
The  New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  49  N. 
Y.  (4Sickel8),  521;  Brothers  c.  Cartter, 
52  Mo.  372;  Tarrant  v,  Webb,  18 
Com.  B.  797;  Paterson  r.  Wallace,  1 
Macq.  748;  Brydon  v,  Stewart,  2 
Macq.  30;  Wilson  v.  Merry,  L.  R.  1 
H.  L.  (Scotch),  326. 

•Chamberlain  p.  The  MiJ.  &  Miss. 
R.  R.  Co.,  7  Wis.  425;  Moseley  v. 
Chamberlain,  18  Wis.  700;  Cooper, 
admr.,  v.  The  Mil.  &  Prairie  du  Chien 
Ry.  Co.,  23  Wis.  668. 

« Chamberlain  v.  The  Mil.  &  Miss. 


R.  R.  Co.,  11  Wis.  238. 

*  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago 
R.  W.  Co.  r.  Devinney,  17  Ohio  St. 
198. 

*  The  Little  Miami  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stev- 
ens, 20  Ohio,  415;  Cleveland,  Colum- 
bus &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Keary, 
3  Ohio  St.  201;  Whaalan  v.  Mad  River 
&  Lake  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Ohio  St.  249; 
P.,  Ft.  W.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.  V,  Devinney, 
supra;  Berea  Stone  Co.  v.  Kraft,  81 
Ohio  St.  287;  Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne 
&  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Lewis.  83  Id,  196; 
Mann  v.  Oriental  Print  Works,  11  R. 
L  152. 
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of  the  principal  or  employer,  and  holds  the  latter  responsible  for 
his  negligence,  as  if  his  own.*  As  a  result  of  this  ruling,  it  is 
there  held  that  an  injury  to  the  engineer  of  a  train,  or  to  a 
brakeman  of  a  train,  occasioned  by  tiie  negligence  or  omission, 
or  wrong  order,  of  the  conductor  in  charge  of  the  train,  and 
whose  orders  the  engineer  or  brakeman  is  bound  to  obey,  is  an 
injury  caused  by  the  principal,  the  railroad  company,  and  that 
the  latter  is  liable,  if  there  be  no  contributory  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  injured  person.'  But  otherwise,  where  the  employes 
are  of  the  same  grade  as  co-servants.' 

4.  Liability  for  theii  rcndact,  by  statate. — In  some  of  the 
states  the  common  law  rule  that  exempts  the  company  from  ac- 
countability for  injuries  received  by  an  employe  from  the  neg- 
ligence or  misconduct  of  his  co-employe,  is  abolished  by  stat- 
ute, and  the  company  are  held  to  a  similar  liability,  in  its  main 
features,  as  it  would  be  subject  to  if  the  injury  had  occurred  by 
reason  of  the  negligence  of  the  company  itself.* 

In  Iowa  it  is  enacted  that  "  Every  railroad  company  shall  be 
liable  for  all  damages  sustained  by  any  person,  including  em- 
ployes of  the  company,  in  consequence  of  any  neglect  of  the 
agents,  or  by  any  mismanagement  of  the  engineers  or  other  em- 
ployes of  the  corporation,  to  any  person  sustaining  such  damage."* 
Tiie  Supreme  Court  of  that  state  hold  that  this  statute  simply 
creates  and  declares  a  legal  liability  and  a  right,  and  does  not  in 
any  manner  change  the  legal  rule  of  ascertaining  and  enforcing 
the  right  thus  declared,  or  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  ordi- 
nary care,  as  required  by  the  common  law,  on  the  ];art  of  the 
injured  party;'  nor  does  it  hold  the  company  to  any  extraordinary 
care  or  diligence  on  the  part  of  its  employes  toward  each  other.' 


*  Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Keary,  3  Ohio  St.  201, 
2()6.  207;  Little  Miami  R.  R.  Co.  t;. 
Sttivens,  20  Ohio,  415.  And  see  Nash- 
ville &  Chattanooga  R.  R.  Co.,  and 
]M.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  V.  Carroll,  6  Heisk. 
347,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  20. 

^  Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Keary,  siq^rn;  The  Little 
Miami  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stevens,  20  Ohio, 
41  r>, 

3  Manville  r.  The  Cleveland  &  Tole- 
do R.  R.  Co.,  11  Ohio  St.  417;  Colum- 


bus &  Xenia  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Webb,  12 
Id.  475;  P.,  F.  W.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.  t. 
Devinney,  supra. 

*  Iowa  Code  of  1873,  Sec.  1307;  Hunt 
V.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R. R.  Co.,  26  Iowa,  363 

*  Laws  of  1862,  Chapt.  169,  Sec.  7. 
Code  of  1873,  Sec.  1307;  Hunt  r.  Chi. 
&  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Iowa,  363, 364. 

» Hunt  V.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co., 
26  Iowa,  363. 

7  Hunt  V.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26 
Iowa,  363. 
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By  a  subsequent  enactment,  this  statutory  liability  for  acts  of 
employes  is  so  enlarged,  in  Iowa,  as  to  extend  to  cases  of 
"  willful  wrongs,  whether  of  commission  or  omission,  of  their 
ao^ents  and  employes,  when  such  willful  wrongs  are  in  any 
manner  connected  with  the  use  and  operation  of  any  railroatl 
so  owned  or  operated,  on  or  about  which  they  shall  be  em- 
ployed ";  and  it  further  provides  that  no  contract  which  restricts 
such  liability  shall  be  legal  or  binding.*  The  Supreme  Court 
of  that  state  hold  that,  under  this  statute,  a  railroad  company  is 
liable  for  the  death  of  an  employe  whose  employment  was  as  a 
laborer  on  a  construction  train,  and  whose  death  was  caused  by 
the  falling  in  of  a  bank  whereat  he  was  engaged  in  excavating 
and  loading  a  train.'  The  court.  Cole,  Justice,  say,  in  sub- 
stance, that  if  his  employment  had  been  exclusively  "for  shovel- 
ing or  loading  the  dirt,  he  could  not  recover,  although  he  might 
have  rode  to  and  from  his  work  on  the  cars.  Tlie  ground  we 
rest  our  affirmance  upon  is,  that  where  the  employment  is  entire, 
and  a  part  of  the  continuous  services  relates  to  the  perilous 
business  of  railroading,  it  brings  the  case  within  the  statute  and 
its  constitutional  limit." 

To  render  the  owner  or  company  liable  for  the  result  of 
another's  negligence,  the  relation  of  master  and  servant  must 
exist  between  such  owner  or  employer  and  the  person  whose  neg- 
ligence or  wrong  act  causes  the  injury.  If  such  person  be  mere- 
ly a  contractor  to  perform  a  job,  doing  it  in  his  own  way,  and 
furnishing  all  appliances  and  materials,  and  acting  under  the 
direction  of  the  owner,  and  the  business  itself  or  thing  to  be 
done  is  not  of  itself  of  a  dangerous  character,  then  the  doctrine 
of  respondeat  superior  does  not  apply,  for  there  is  no  superior, 
forasmuch  as  the  contractor  is  his  own  master  and  own  direct- 
or, and  is  alone  liable  for  his  own  negligence  or  wrong  act' 

5.  Not  liable  for  their  crimes  or  willfal  wrongs,  etc. — ^That  a 
master  or  employer  is  only  liable,  ordinarily,  for  the  negligence 

>Code  of  1873,  Sec.  1307;  Laws  of  Vandalia  &  Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co., 

13  Genl.  Ass.,  Chapt.    121,   and  14  63  111.  645;   S.  C.  7  Am.  Ry.  Reps. 

Genl.  As3.,  Chapt.  65.  60;    Peck  v.  The  Mayor,   et  al.»  of 

2  Deppe  1?.  Chi.,  Rock  laid.  &  Pacific  ^'ew  York,  8  N.  Y.  222;  King  v.  New 

R.  R.  Co.,  36  Iowa,  52,  56.  York  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  66  K. 

'  Wood  V.  Independent  School  Dist.,  Y.  181 ;  Reedie  v.  The  London  &  N. 

44  Iowa,  27;    Chicago  v,  Robbins,  2  W.  R.  W.  Co.,  4  Exch.  244. 
Black,  418;   West  v.  The  St.  Louis, 
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or  the  cahcless  mistake  of  his  employe  or  Bervant,  and  not  for 
his  intentional  wrongs  or  willful  trespasses,  although  he  commit 
such  acts  in  the  course  of  his  employment,  or  while  he  is  em- 
ployed in  his  master's  business,  has  been  long  and  almost  uni- 
formly recognized  as  an  established  principle  of  the  law;  and 
from  which  it  follows  that  a  railroad  corporation,  or  other  corpo- 
ration, can  not  be  held  accountable  for  wrong  acts  or  trespasses 
intentionally  or  willfully  committed  by  one  of  its  employes, 
outside  of  his  authority,  whatever  his  grade  of  employment  may 
be,  althongh  done  whilst  in  the  exercise  of  the  business  of  his 
employment.'  The  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa,  Weight,  J.,  in  the 
case  cited  from  12  of  Iowa,  say:  "  The  distinction  between  the 
act  of  the  agent  which  is  merely  tortious,  the  result  of  careless- 
ness or  negligence,  and  one  willful,  intentional,  done  from  design 
or  set  purpose,  as  ailecting  the  rights  of  the  principal,  is  too 
patent,  too  obvious,  to  need  elucidation."* 

The  same  court,  Day,  J.,  in  Cooke  v.  The  Illinois  Central 
Kailroad  Company,  say:  "That  a  master  is  not  liable  for  the 
willful  acts  of  his  servant,  has  been  long  and  almost  uniformly 
recognized  as  a  rule  of  law.  The  very  question  involved  .in  this 
case  was  presented  to  this  court  in  De  Camp  v.  The  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  Railroad  Company,  12  Iowa,  348,  and  it  was  there 
held,  that  a  railroad  company  is  not  liable  for  the  willful  acts  of 
its  engineer,  in  running  a  locomotive  and  train  belonging  to  the 
company."' 

But  although  the  master  is  not  ordinarily  responsible  for  the 
willfully  wrong  act  of  his  servant,  wantonly  committed  outside 
of  the  course  of  his  employment  or  duties,  yet  a  railroad  com- 
pany is  responsible  for  the  wrong  act  of  a  conductor  in  wantonly 
and  wrongfully  excluding  a  passenger  from  one  of  its  trains, 
who  has  a  right  to  be  and  remain  thereon,  notwithstanding  his 
action  in  that  respect  be  induced  by  improper  motive  of  the 

'  De  Camp  v.  The  Miss.  &  Mo.  R.  560;  LejrRett  v.  Simmons,  7  Smedes  & 

R.  Co.,  12  Iowa;  348;   Cooke  v.  The  M.  848;  McKeon  v.  Citizens  R.W.  Co., 

111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  30   Iowa,  202;  42  Mo.  79;   Little  Miami  R.  R.  Co.  v. 

Phila.,  G.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wilt,  4  Wetmore,  19  Ohio  St.  110. 

Whart.  143;  Pitts,,  Allegh.  &  Man-  ^  De  Camp  r.  Mississippi  &  Missouri 

Chester  Passenger  Railway  Co.  v.  Don  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Iowa,  348,  350. 

ahne,  70  Penn.   St.  119;  Wright  v,  'Cooke  v.  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  80 

Wilcox,  19  Wend.  343;  Hill  on  Torts  Iowa,  202,  203. 
Vol,  2,  524;  Locke  v,  Stearns,  1  Met. 
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condnctor;  for  it  occurs  in  the  course  of  his  emplovment,  and  in 
the  exercise  of  a  privilege  or  power,  and  is  a  wrong  manner  of 
discharging  a  duty  pertaining  to  his  office,  and  therefore  the 
company  is  liable  for  the  improper  discharge  and  exercise  there- 
oV 

The  better  distinction  seems  to  be,  that  where  the  wrong  act 
consists  in  the  manner  of  discharging  a  rightful  duty,  the  com- 
pany are  liable  therefor;  but  not  for  a  wrong  committed  apart 
from  and  unconnected  with  any  services  or  duties  devolving  on 
him.*  Tlius  it  is  the  duty  of  a  railroad  companj^,  and  of  its  con- 
ductors on  trains,  to  treat  passengers  justly  and  humanely,  and 
therefore,  we  take  it,  that  for  an  unprovoked  assault  or  otlicr 
abuse  of  a  conductor,  of  his  own  mere  malice  or  passion,  on  an 
unoffending  passenger,  the  company  would  be  liable;  for  the  act 
itself  would  be  in  violation  of  a  duty  devolving  on  both  himself 
and  his  employers — the  duty  of  treating  passengers  with  civility.' 

And  it  is  the  rule  in  Illinois,  at  least,  that  railroad  compa- 
nies ai*e  liable  for  the  wanton  and  malicious  perversion  of 
tlie  appliances  of  the  company  by  their  servants,  while  en- 
gaged in  the  discliarge  of  their  duties,  and  which  cause  damage 
to  others;  such  as  wantonly  and  negligently  permitting  steam  to 
escape,  and  willfully  using  the  whistle  so  as  to  cause  damage.* 

6.  Co-employes. — As  to  who  are  fellow  servants,  or  co-serv- 
ants, within  the  meaning  of  the  common  law  rule  that  exempts 


» Little  Miami  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wet- 
more,  19  Ohio  St.  131;  Passenger  Rail- 
road Co.  9,  Young,  21  Ohio  St.  R.  518; 
Seymour  v.  Greenwood,  7  H.  &  N.  355. 
In  the  case  cited  from  21  Ohio  State, 
Railroad  Co.  v.  Young,  the  court  say : 
"Where  a  person  is  injured  by  the 
act  of  a  servant,  done  in  the  course  of 
his  employment,  we  see  no  good  rea- 
son why  the  motive  or  intention  of  the 
servant  should  operate  to  d  schai'ge 
the  master  from  liability.  If  the  nat- 
ure of  the  injurious  act  is  such  as  to 
make  the  master  liable  for  its  conse- 
quences, in  the  absence  of  the  particu- 
lar intention,  it  is  not  perceived  how 
the  presence  of  such  intention  am  be 
held  to  excuse  the  master."  21  Ohio 
St.  524. 


'Northwestern  R.  R.  Co.  9.  Hack, 
66  111.  2J38;  Toledo,  Wabash  &  West- 
ern Ry.  Co.  r.  Harmon,  and  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Dickson,  post 

«Craker  9.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  By. 
Co.,  36  Wis.  657, 9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  118. 

*  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Harmon,  47  III.  298;  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Dickson,  63  III.  151,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
45.  And  the  same  position  is  held  in 
Tennessee:  Nashville  &  Chattanooga 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Stames,  9  Heisk.  52,  19 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  280.  But  in  the  ab- 
sence of  proof  of  knowledge  charge- 
able to  the  company  of  the  reckless 
charactsr  of  the  servant,  vindictive 
damages  will  not  be  allowed:    Ibid. 
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the  master  or  employer  from  liability  for  iDJiiries  to  one  from 
the  iie;ijligeiice  of  the  other,  there  is  much  diversity  of  decision. 
J3iit  the  weight  of  authority  is,  that  all  wlio  serve  the  same  em- 
ployer, work  under  the  same  control,  deriving  their  authority  aiiJ 
compensation  from  the  same  source,  and  engaged  in  the  same 
business,  although  it  be  in  different  grades  and  departments 
thereof,  are  fellow  or  co-servants,  each  takinir  the  risk  of  tlie 
others'  negligence.*  In  the  language  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Vermont,  "All  who  are  directly  engaged  in  accomplishing  ihe 
tiltimate  purpose  in  view,  that  is,  the  running  of  the  road,  must 
be  regarded  as  engaged  in  the  same  genend  business,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  rule."' 

Qpon  this  subject  the  Supreme  Court  of  Maryland,  in  Won- 
der V.  The  Baltimore  &  Oliio   R.   K.  Co.,  hold  the  following 
•  language:     "It   follows,   therefore,  that  the   brakeman   on    the 


*  Wonder  v.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.,  32  Md.  411;  S.  C.  3  Am. 
R.  143;  Fort  r.  Union  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  2  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  259;  O'Don- 
noll  V.  ITie  Allegheny  Valley  R.  R. 
Co.,  59  Penn.  S'.  239;  Robinson  v.  H. 
&  T.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  46  Tex.  540,  13 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  303;  Blake  v.  Maine 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  70  Me.  60;  Morgan 
p.  Vale  of  Neath  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  1 
Q.  B.  149;  Lovell  v.  Howell,  Law  Rep. 
1  C.  P.  Div.  161;  Charles  v.  Taylor, 
Law  Rep.  3  C.  P.  Div.  492;  Valtez  v, 
Ohio  &  Misa.  Ry.  Co.,  85  111.  500; 
McAndrews  v.  Bums,  10  Vroom,  117; 
Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Dolun,  32 
Mich.  510.  One  voluntarily  assisting 
a  servant  of  a  railroad  company  in  a 
particular  emergency,  is  a  co-servant 
with  him,  and  can  not  recover  for  an 
injury  caused  by  his  negligence:  Os- 
borne V.  Knox  &  Lincoln  R.  R.  Co.,  68 
Me.  49,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep,  7. 

*Hard  r.  Vermont  &  Canada  R.  R. 
Co.,  32  Vt.  473;  O'Connell  v.  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Md.  212; 
Wonder  ©.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R  Co.,  32 
Md.  418;  Wright  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  25  N.  Y.  565;  Columbus  &   Ind. 


Cent.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Arnold,  31  Ind.  174. 
Contra  J  Ryan  v.  Chicago  &  Northwest- 
em  Ry.  Co.,  60  III.  171.  But  it  is  said 
in  Lewis  v.  St.  Louis  &  Iron  Mountain 
R.  R.  Co.,  59  Mo.  495, 8  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
450,  that  agents  of  the  road  charged 
wi'.h  the  duty  of  supplying  a  safe 
track  and  sound  machinery,  are  not 
servants,  but,  for  the  purpose  of  safely 
operating  the  road,  they  are  the  cor- 
poration itself.  And  see  Bessex  c. 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Ry.  Co.,  45 
Wis.  477.  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  58;  Brann 
f/\  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Ry. 
Co.,  53  la.  595;  S.  C.  6  N.W.  Repr.  5. 
21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  184;  Hough  v.  Texaja 
&  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  100  U  S.  213,  21 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  451.  But  see,  contra ^ 
Mnbile  &  M.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Smith,  59  Ala. 
245;  Holden  r.  Fitch  burg  R.  R.Co  ,  12  J 
Mass.  268.  It  makes  no  difference,  in 
the  application  of  this  principle, wheth- 
er the  work  is  done  by  servants  or  by 
contractoi-s:  Ford  v.  Fitchbu.g  R.  R. 
Co.,  110  Mass.  240;  Cumberland  cte 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  44  Md.  28:^; 
Shanny  v.  Androscoggin  Mills,  66  Me. 
420. 


^ 
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train  is  in  the  same  common  eniploj'mcnt  with  the  mechan- 
ics in  the  sliops  to  repair  and  keep  in  order  the  macliinerv, 
and  with  the  inspector  of  the  machinery  and  rolling  stock 
of  tlie  road,  and  the  superintendent  of  the  movement  of  trains." 
Citing  Farwell  v,  Boston  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Met.  49; 
TIayes  v.  Western  11.  R  Co.,  3  Cnsh.  270;  Sherman  oj,  Rocliester 
it  Syracuse  R  R  Co.,  17  N.  Y.  153;  Ryan  v.  Cumberland  Val- 
ley R  R  Co.,  23  Penn.  St.  384;  and  others.*  That  court  theii 
add,  that  "  If,  therefore,  the  defect  in  the  brake  that  caused  the 
injury  in  the  present  instance  existed  by  reason  of  the  neglect  or 
want  of  care  on  the  part  of  such  employes  of  the  defendant,  the 
latter  can  not  be  held  liable,  unless  there  has  been  negligence  in 
the  selection  of  those  servants,"  and  the  onus  of  proof  of  sucli 
negligence  is  on  the  plaintiff."' 

Fort  V,  The  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  above  cited, 
Dillon,  Justice,  holds  the  following  language  in  reference  to 
fellow  servants,  and  the  common  law  rule  of  exemption  froni 
liability  for  injuries  resulting  to  one  from  the  negligence  of  the 
other,  where  proper  care  has  been  observed  in  their  selection. 
"And  this  doctrine  has  been  extended  by  the  English,  and  by 
many  of  the  state  courts  in  this  country,  to  all  persons  serving 
the  same  master  in  the  same  employment,  whether  equal,  infe- 
rior, or  superior  in  grade,  to  the  servant  injured,  and  the  fact  that 
tlie  injured  servant  was  under  the  control  of  the  servant  by  whose 
negligence  the  injury  was  caused,  has  been  considered  to  make 
no  difference  in  tlie  application  of  the  rule."  And  in  the  same 
case,  the  same  learned  justice  further  adds,  that  "  Although  the 
rule,  particularly  this  extension  of  it,  so  as  to  exempt  a  master 
for  the  negligence  of  a  servant  within  the  scope  of  his  employ 


*  And  see  Murphy  v.  Boston  &  Al- 
bany R.  R.  Co.,  59  How.  Pr.  197;  Be- 
sel  V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co., 
70  N.  Y.  171,  9  Hun,  457;  Barringer 
r.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  19  Hun, 
216;  Valtez  v.  Ohio  &  Miss.  Ry.  Co., 
85  III.  500;  Chicago  &  N.W.  R.  R.  Co. 
1?.  Moranda,  93  111.  302;  Same  r.  Bliss, 
6  Bradw.  (Til.),  411;  McGowan  v,  St. 
Louis  &  Iron  Mountain  R.  R.  Co.,  61 
Mo.  52S;  Mc Andrews  v.  Burns,  10 
Vroom,  117;  Zeigler  v.  Day,  123  Mass. 
102;  Morgan  v.   Vale  of  Neath  Ry. 


Co.,  supra;  Wilson  v.  Merry,  Law 
Rep.  1  H.  L.  (Scotch),  326.  But  see 
Stevenson  v.  Jewett,  16  Hun,  210. 

2  Wonder  v.  The  Baltimore  &  Oh'o 
R.  R.  Co.,  32  Md.  411;  S.  C.  3  Am.  R. 
143,  145;  McAndrews  r.  Bums,  su- 
pra, 

8  O'Connell  v.  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.,  20  Md.  212;  Shauckc.  North- 
em  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  25  Md.  462;  Cum- 
berland Coal  &  Iron  Co.  v,  Scally,  27 
Md.  589. 


EMPLOYES.  1196 

ment,  who  has  the  control  of  another  servant,  for  an  injnry  to  the 
latter,  caused  by  his  obeyin<?  the  orders  of  his  superior,  has  met 
with  much,  and  perhaps,  just  and  reasonable  opposition;  yet, 
it  has  been  so  often  and  so  generally  decided,  that  it  is  doubtful 
how  far  a  court,  whatever  may  be  its  own  convictions,  is  at  lib- 
erty  to  disregard  it."  The  case  here  cited,  however,  being  one 
m  which  the  injury  accrued  to  the  inferior  while  acting  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  superior,  in  a  diiferent  employ- 
ment than  that  in  which  he  was  employed,  the  same  learned 
judge,  wliile  thus  recognizing  the  general  rule  in  its  fullest 
extent,  held  that  the  reason  of  the  rule  does  not  extend  to  an 
injury  thus  received,  as  the  injured  servant  was  only  presumed 
to  take  into  account,  in  accepting  his  employment,  the  ordinary 
risks  of  what  he  undertook  to  do,,  and  not  risks  in  a  different 
labor  which  he  might  be  wrongfully  ordered  to  perform.* 

The  case  of  Wonder  v.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Kailroad  Com- 
pany, above  cited,  was  an  action  by  an  employe,  a  brakemau, 
against  his  employer,  the  said  railroad  company,  for  an  injury 
received  by  reason  of  a  defect  in  the  machinery  which  he  was, 
as  employe,  required  to  use  in  the  business  of  his  employment. 
The  supposed  defect  consisted  in  the  use  of  a  hook  instead  of  an 
eye-bolt  on  the  brake,  and  in  having  the  point  of  the  hook  turned 
the  wrong  way.  By  reason  of  such  defect,  plaintiff,  in  attempt- 
ing to  use  the  brake,  was  thrown  from  the  car  to  the  track,  and 
caught  between  the  brake  shaft  and  truck  of  the  car,  and 
dragged,  and  seriously  injured.  The  negligence  alleged  against 
the  company  was  the  use  of  this  defective  brake.  It  was 
shown  in  evidence  to  have  been  the  duty  of  certain  other 
employes  of  the  company  "  to  see  that  the  cars  and  their  ap- 
pliances were  kept  in  proper  order  and  repair";  and  the  court 
held  that  the  negligence  in  regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the 
brake  was  the  negligence  of  these  employes,  whose  business  it 
was  to  see  that  it  was  kept  in  proper  condition;  that  their 
employment  in  this  respect  made  them  fellow  servants  with  the 
plaintiff;  and  that  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  as  to  their  not  be- 
ing competent  in  their  places,  or  that  any  knowledge  of  such  de- 
fect of  the  brake  ever  came  to  those  having  control  and  general 

'  Fort  V.  The  Union  Pacific  R.  R.  see  Hanrathy  v.  Northern  Central  Ry, 
Co.,  2  Dillon's  C.  C.  R.  262,  263.    But      Co.,  46  Md.  280,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  18^. 
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<]iroct'on,  as  superintendents  or  agents,  over  the  employes,  before 
tlie  injury  occurred,  th'e  action  could  not  be  maintained,  as 
there  was  also  no  evidence  showin«:  negligence  or  want  of  care 
in  the  selection  of  these  servants.  The  court  ^ay:  "The  essen- 
tial proof  of  the  gravamen  of  the  action  was  'wanting,  and  of 
course  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover."  * 

And  though  the  negligent  one  be  of  a  higher  grade  of  serv- 
ice than  that  of  the  servant  injured,  yet  if  employed  in  the 
same  general  service,  no  recovery  can  be  had  for  the  injury 
against  the  company,  for,  upon  common  law  principles,  which 
prevail  on  this  subject  in  Maryland,  the  employe  in  entering 
the  service  takes  upon  himself  that  risk.'  The  only  remedy  of 
the  injured  party  is  by  an  action  against  the  person  or  fellow 
servant  from   whose   negligence  he  suffers  the  injury.* 

And  it  is  by  no  means  necessary,  in  order  to  constitute  a  case 
of  liability  on  the  part  of  the  company,  master  or  employer, 
that  the  injured  servant,  and  the  servant  by  whose  negligence 
the  injury  its  occasioned,  should  at  the  time  have  been  emplo^^ed 
in  one  and  the  same  particular  work  or  part  of  the  general  busi- 
ness. It  is  suflScient  if  they  are  employed  in  the  same  general 
and  common  enterprise  or  business,  for  the  rendering  of  service 
and  performing  duties  for  the  attainment  of  the  same  general 
purpose,  by  the  co-operating  influences  of  various  different  parts — 
as,  for  instance,  if  both  be  employed  in  the  navigatitig  a  ship, 
running  of  a  factory,  or  operating  a  railroad.  Whenever,  in 
such  cases,  an  injury  to  one  is  liable  to  result  from  the  negli- 


» 82  Md.  411.  420,  3  Am.  R.  143, 
147. 

2  O'Connell  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.R.Co., 
20  Md.  221;  Shauck  r.  Northern  Cen- 
tral Ry.  Co.,  2o  Md.  462;  Robinson 
V.  H.  &  T.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  46 Tex.  540, 
13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  303;  O'Connor  v, 
Roberta,  120  Mass.  227;  Zeigler  r. 
Day,  123  Mass.  152;  Lawlerr.  Andros- 
coggin R.  R.  Co.,  62  Me.  463;  Blake 
V.  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  70  Me.  60; 
Malone  v,  Hathaway,  64  N.  Y.  5; 
Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.  r.  Car- 
roll, 89  Penn.  St.  374;  Mobile  &  M. 
Ry.  Co.  V,  Smith,  59  Ala.  245:  Wil- 
son  V.   Merry,   Law  Rep.   1    H.   L. 


(Scotch).  326;  Feltham  r.  England, 
Law  Rep.,  2  Q.  B.  33.  But  in  Ten- 
nessee it  is  held  that  subordinates  un- 
der the  control  of  a  superior  are  en- 
titled to  regard  him  as  representing 
the  master:  Nashville  &  Decatur  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Jones,  9  Heisk.  27,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  261;  Louisville  &  Nashville 
R.  R.  Co.  t).  Bowler,  Id.  S66,  20  Am. 
Ry.  Rpp.  65. 

'O'Connell  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  Md.  ^21;  Hinds  v.  Harbou.  58 
Ind.  121 ;  Hinds  c.  Overacker,  66  Ind. 
547;  Osborne  v.  Morgan,  130  Mass. 
102;  Griffiths  V.  Wolfram,  22  Mmn! 
185. 
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gence  of  another  of' such  servants — whenever,  in  the  pronable 
course  of  things,  the  want  of  care  or  the  negligence  of  one  of 
such  servants  wonld  be  calculated  to  cause  an  injury  to,  or  to 
endanger  the  safety  of,  another  one  of  such  servants,  engaged 
in  promoting  the  same  business  (whether  far  off  or  near  by, 
as  to  the  locality  of  such  service,  the  rule  is  the  same) — if  the 
persons  thus  employed  have  been  selected  with  due  care  and 
circumspection,  or  are  competent  and  proper  persons  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  their  respective  positions,  there  is  no  li-i- 
bih'ty  at  common  law;  and  if  the  contrary  thereof,  as  to  fltncsj», 
Competency,  or  as  to  care  in  the  selection  of  such  persons,  is 
relied  on  by  plaintiff,  he  must  aver  and  prove  the  same.* 

But  if  the  employer  or  company  know  of  the  defects  or  insufli- 
cienc}'  of  the  works  or  appliances,  and  fail  to  remedy  the  same 
within  a  reasonable  time,  and  injury  results  to  one  of  the  serv- 
ants used  to  being  employed,  and  while  emploj'ed  in  the  use  of  or 
about  the  same,  or  in  such  service  as  to  incur  injury,  and  does  in- 
cur injury  by  reason  of  tlie  same,  then  the  action  will  lie  against 
the  employer  for  such  injury;*  and  so  likewise  if  the  employer 
might  have  known  thereof,  by  the  exercise  of  proper  or  reason- 
able diligence  to  learn  tl)€  same.'  If,  however,  the  injured 
servant  had  in  that  respect  the  same  or  equal  means  of  knowl- 
edge, or  had  actual  knowledge  of  such  defect  or  insufficiency  of 
appliances  and  machinery,  or  of  the  unsuitableness  of  his  co- 
servant,  as  had  the  employer,  then  such  injured  servant  is 
deemed  to  have  taken  upon  himself,  as  part  of  the  terms  of  his 
employment,  the  increased  risk  and  danger  occasioned  by  the 
same,  and  therefore  can  not  recover  for  the  injury.* 


*0'ConneIl  v.  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.,  20  Md.  212;  Wonder  p.  The 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Md. 
411;  S.  C.  3  Am.  R.  143,  145;  Coon  v. 
Syracuse  &  Utica  R.  R.  Co.,  5  N.  Y. 
49  •;  Boldt  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  18 
N.  Y.  4:^2;  Warner  v.  Erie  Ry.  Co., 
;^9  N.  Y.  478;  Farwell  t».  Boston  & 
Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Met.  49;  Hard 
r.  Vermont  &  Canada  R.  R.  Co.,  32 
Vt.  473. 

nVamer  v.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  39  N. 
Y.  478;  Lewis  v.  St.  Louis  &  Iron 
Mountain  R.  R.  Co.,  59  Mo.  495,  8 


Am.  Ry.  Rep.  450. 

» Noyes  r.  Smith,  28  Vt.  63. 

*  Carle  p.  Bangor  &  Piscataquis  Ca- 
nal &  R.  R.  Co.,  43  Maine,  269;  Buz- 
zell  V.  Laconia  Manf.  Co.,  48  Maine, 
113;  Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie  R.  K. 
Co.  V.  Barber,  5  Ohio  St.  547;  Frazier 
p.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  38  Penn.  St.  104; 
Wright  V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  25 
N.  Y.  562;  Moss  &  others  p.  Johnson, 
22  III.  633.  And  so  with  regard  <o  a 
change  in  the  running  of  trains:  Rob- 
inson p.  H.  &  T.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  46 
Tex.  540,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  303. 
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And  it  18  a  well  settled  principle  of  law,  that  if  a  servHint  or 
employe  knows  of  the  incompetency,  or  habitual  negligence  or 
other  unfitness  of  a  fellow  servant,  or  that  the  material  or  inoan> 
with  wliich  he  works  are  defective,  or  that  the  necessary  appliaucc^ 
are  wanting,  incomplete,  or  out  of  proper  condition  for  the  use 
of  the  road,  and  continues  his  work  and  service  without  objec- 
tion, and  without  being  induced  by  his  employer  or  master  to 
believe  that  the  necessarj'  change  in  that  respect  will  be  made, 
he  will  be  deemed  to  have  assumed  the  risks  arising  therefrom; 
for  his  continuance  in  such  place  of  danger  is  purely  voluntary, 
and  he  thereby  waives  the  right  of  indemnity  for  injuries  re- 
sulting from  such  deficiencies,  incompetency  and  defects.*  And 
so  when  the  servant,  without  objecting,  continues  to  assist  in  the 
performance  of  the  dangerous  operation  of  uncoupling  freight 
cars  while  the  train  is  in  motion,  and  such  practice  has  become 
a  custom,  which  the  servant  himself  has  assisted  by  his  conduct 
to  establish,  and  which  duty  is  habitually  performed,  or  else,  if 
exceptional,  voluntarily  assumed  in  the  particular  case  by  him, 
he  is  himself  guilty  of  contributory  negligence  proximate  to  the 
cause  of  the  injury,  if  accidentally  injured  in  the  performance  of 
such  act,  and  can  not  recover  therefor.* 

The  rule  of  law,  as  laid  down  by  Wright,  Justice,  in  Greenleaf 
V,  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company,  is,  substantially,  that  if 
the  deficiency  in  the  appliances  exist  at  the  time  of  its  construc- 
tion or  first  use,  and  thus  continue  up  to  the  time  of  the  injury, 
then,  to  fix  liability  on  the  company,  no  evidence  of  further  no- 
tice, actual  or  implied,  is  necessary;'  but  that  if  proper  and 
snflicient  oriojinallv,  and  afterward  rendered  insufficient  bv  ac- 
oident  or  wear,  then  it  is  to  be  shown,  in  order  to  fix  liability 
therefor,  that  the  company  either  had  notice  thereof,  or  ought 
to  have  had  by  the  use  of  ordinary  vigilance  and  care,  and  therefore 


*  Greenleaf,  admr.,  v.  111.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  29  Iowa,  14;  Kroy,  admr.,  v. 
The  Chi.,  R.  Island  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  32 
Iowa,  357;  Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie 
R.  R.  Co.  p.  Barber,  5  Ohio  St.  562. 

*  Greenleaf,  admr.,  p.  111.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  29  Iowa,  14;  Kroy,  admr.,  v. 
Chi.,  R.  Island  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  32 
Iowa,  357;  Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie  R. 
R.  Co.  p.  Barber,  5  Ohio  St.  5G2;  Tim- 


mone  v.  Cent.  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Ohio 
St.  105;  Wilson  p.  City  of  Charles- 
town,  8  Allen,  137;  Felch  p.  Allen,  98 
Mass.  572;  Hanrathy  v.  Northern  Cen- 
tiid  Ry.  Co.,  46  Md.  280,  18  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  188. 

'  Greenleaf  v.  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
29^  Iowa,  14;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  181; 
Wonder  p.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.,  32  Md.  411;  S.  C.  3  Am.  R.  143. 
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are  chargeable  therewith.  And  this  we  take  to  be  the  correct 
principle  in  such  cases.^ 

A  railroad  company  is  not  required  to  change  its  appliances, 
machinery  or  fixtures,  in  order  to  apply  every  new  invention, 
discovery  or  supposed  improvement;  and  if  there  be  in  use  such 
as  are  less  safe  than  others  in  general  use,  yet  it  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow  that  to  a  servant,  liability  for  injury  results  there- 
from.* For  if,  knowing  that  fact,  the  servant  thinks  proper  to 
proceed  in  his  service  irrespective  thereof,  and  be  not  deceived 
as  to  the  degree  of  danger  incurred,  the  company  will  not  be 
liable  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  character  of  such  appli- 
ances.' And  if  the  familiarity  of  the  servant  with  the  same  is 
such  as  to  give  him  the  means  of  knowledge,  he  is  th.-n  charge- 
able with  a  knowledge  thereof,  if  of  a  character  within  his 
comprehension.* 

Where  a  conductor,  he  being  the  superior  officer  in  control  of 
a  train,  directs  the  very  act  of  negligence  or  rashness  to  be  done 
by  which  he  receives  an  injury  or  comes  to  his  (]c:i:!i,  no  recov- 
ery can  be  had  therefor.*     In  the  case   here  cited  tho  court  say: 


>  Groenleaf  v.  Ill,  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
29  Iowa,  14. 

'  Wonder  v.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co..  32  Md.  411;  S.  C.  3  Am. 
R.  143;  Smith  v.  St.  Louis,  Kansas 
City  &  Northern  R.  R.  Co..  69  Mo.  32; 
Cagney  v.  Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R.  R. 
Co.,  Id.  416;  Baldwin  v.  Chi.,  R.  I.  & 
P.  Ry.  Co.,  60  la.  680;  Piper  r.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  i  Thomp.  & 
C.  290;  Salters  r.  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal 
Co.,  3  Hun,  338;  Ladd  v.  New  Bedford 
R.  R.  Co..  119  Mass.  412;  Osborne  r. 
Knox  &  Lincoln  R.  R.  Co.,  68  Me.  49; 
Dynen  v.  Leach,  26  Law  J.,  N.  S., 
Exch..  221.  But  see  St.  Louis  &  South 
Eastern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Valirius,  56  Ind. 
511;  S.  C.  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  116; 
Dorsey  v,  Phillips  &  C.  Const.  Co.,  42 
Wis.  583;  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Asbury,  84  111.  429. 

« Wonder  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 

*  Wonder  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 


» Dewey  r.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  31  Iowa,  373.  And  see,  to  same 
effect,  Hodgkins  v.  Eastern  R.  R.  Co., 
119  Mass.  419,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  271; 
Georgia  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  v. 
McDade,  59  Ga.  73,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
18^i  But  in  Ohio,  liability  has  been 
adjudged  against  a  railroad  company 
for  an  injury  to  an  engineer  caused 
by  a  collision  of  trains,  which  collision 
arose  from  the  conductor's  ordering 
the  engineer  to  proceed  with  the  train 
out  of  time.  The  ruling  seems  to 
have  been  predicated  upon  the  princi- 
ple that  the  conductor  was  the  supe- 
rior officer,  whom  the  engineer  must 
obey,  and  that  the  latter  was  igno- 
rant, while  the  conductor  was  in- 
formed, of  the  change  of  time  and 
place  of  passing  trains.  The  conduct- 
or was  considered  as  representing  the 
principal:  Little  Miami  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Stevens,  20  Ohio,  416.  See,  following 
the  Ohio  case,  Baltimore  &  Potomac 
R.  R.  Co.  t;.  Jones,  95  U.  S.  439,  14 
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"Tlie  only  irronnd  for  plaintiff's  recovery  raast  be  that  of  neirli- 
gence  on  the  part  of  defendant's  emplojes;  and  here  the  iii- 
snpenible  d!iiicuhr  is,  that  thedeceased  himself  was  the  superior 
officer  of  the  ti-ain,  and  directed  the  very  line  of  conduct  whicli 
resulted  in  his  death.  If  this  wasne:^ligence,  it  must,  of  neces- 
sity, have  been  his  negliij^ence."' '  And  the  circnnistance  that 
bars  are  djwn,  or  fences  out  of  repair,  thereby  letting  iive 
stock  onto  t';e  track,  by  which  a  train  is  endangered,  does  not 
remove  the  objection  to  such  recovery,  if  knowledge  of  sucii  de- 
fect be  not  brought  home  to  the  company  a  sufficient  and  reason- 
able time  previous  to  the  injury  to  enable  the  company  to  repair, 
or  unless  sucli  defect  had  existed  so  long  a  tijne  as  to  raise  the 
presumption  of  such  knowiedire  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
followed  by  like  reasonable  time  for  repairs;  and  even  then,  if 
the  course  directed  bv  the  conductor  be  a  danirerons  one,  and  he 
is  injured  by  reason  thereof,  it  is  at  his  own  risk,  and  there  can 
be  no  recoverv.' 

Cut  although  railroad  companies  are  not  bound  to  the  duty  of 
furnishing  engines  or  appliances  that  are  absolutely  safe,  it 
'levolves  on  them  to  use  due  c;ire  and  diligence  to  furnish  such.' 
When  injury  occurs  to  a  servant  on  account  of  alleged  defects, 
the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  plaintiff  to  show  negligence  in  that 
respect,  or  want  of  care  aud  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  corpora- 
tion, in  respect  to  the  use  of  suitable  engines  or  other  appliances 
involved  in  the  question.*     The  onus  of  proof  is  not  shifted  onto 


Am.  Ky.  Rep.  3-">3;  Berea  ?tone  Co. 
r.  Kraft,  31  Ohio  St.  287;  Pitt.^lmrgh, 
Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicacro  Ry.  Co.  r. 
Lewi.-?,  3^^  Ohio  St.  100;  Mann  r.  Ori- 
PTitai  Print  Works,  11  R.  1.  152.  Stn? 
(rhicarro  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Bayfield, 
Tt  Mich.  205. 

» :^1  Iowa,  876. 

»  Aylesworth  r.  The  Chi..  R.  Island 
&  P.  Railroad  Co.,  30  Iowa,  459; 
Dewey  r.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  31  Iowa,  373;  Hilliard  r.  Chi.  k 
N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  37  la.  442;  Davis  r. 
Chi.,  R.  i.  k  P.  Ry.  Co.,  40  la.  292; 
McCormick  r.  Same,  41  la.  193;  Pitts- 
bnrorh,  Cin.  &  St.  Louis  Ky.  Co.  r. 
E'jy,  55  Ind.  5G7;  Toledo,  "Wabash  & 


Western  Ry.  Co.  r.  Nelson,  77  111. 
160:  Whe?ler  r.  Erie  Ry.  Co..  2 
Thorn  p.  &^  C.  6-H;  Lawrence  p.  Milw  , 
liake  Shore  &  Western  Ry.  Co.,  42 
W.s.  326. 

*  Mobile  k  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Thomas, 
42  Ala.  672.  719. 

*  MobiW  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Car.  Thomas, 
42  Ala.  672,  719;  Steffen  r.  Chi.  k  N. 
W.  Ry.  Co.,  46  Wis.  259;  Way  r.  Ills. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co..  40  la.  341;  Price  r. 
Ilonasran,  oBradw.  (III.),  2V4;  Atlanla 
k  Kici.niond  A.  L.  Ry.  Co.  v,  Camp- 
bell, 56  (Ja,  5S6;  Campbell  r.  Allan: a 
k  R.  R.  R.  Co..  53  Ga.  48«;  Henn-  r. 
Stilton  Island  Ry.  Co.,  81  N.  Y.  373. 
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il  fcndant  bj  the  fact  that  an  injnry  has  occurred  from  t1)c  alleged 
defect,  or,  we  may  add,  from  proof  of  the  injury,  and  of  the  defect 
as  the  cause  thereof.  The  defect  must  liave  resulted  from  the 
carelessness  of  the  defendant  in  selecting  or  using,  or  in  continu- 
ing to  use,  the  objectionable  article,  with  knovvledge  thereotV  or 
such  means  of  knowledsre  as  will  chars^e  the  party  with  neo^lieence.' 

But  if  the  injiiry  to  one  servant  be  the  result  of  another  of  his 
fellow  servant's  negligence,  in  a  matter  coming  within  such  other 
servant's  vocation  or  employment,  the  company,  as  at  common 
law,  are,  in  Alabama,  not  liable;'  and  this,  too,  whether  the 
carelessness  to  which  the  injury  is  attributable  be  in  reference 
to  the  nse  of,  or  in  relation  to  the  manufacture,  repair,  or  orig- 
inal selectionof,  the  defective  or  unsuitable  structure,  machinery, 
or  thing  in  question,  if  the  servant  guilty  of  the  alleged  negli- 
gence or  want  of  care  be,  in  fact,  the  fellow  servant  of  the  one 
receivins:  the  injury.* 

It  is  held  in  Illinois,  that  a  servant  in  one  department  may 
recover  for  injuries  occasioned  by  the  gross  negligence  of  one  in 
a  different  and  superior  department  of  the  company's  employ- 
ment, if  the  injured  party  be  free  from  negligence  himself  in'that 
respect;*  but  not  so  if  both  the  employes  be  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  employment,  and  the  appliances  used,  and  co-servant  caus- 
ing the  injury,  are  selected  with  proper  care.*  Yet  if  the  objection 
to  the  appliances  or  means  used  be  such  as  merely  requires  an 
increased  degree  of  care  to  avoid  injury,  this  alone  will  not,  by 
the  ruling  in  said  state,  involve  the  company  in  liability  for  in- 
juries incurred  in  their  use.*      So  if  he,  being  aware  of  the  defect 


'Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  c. 
Thomas.  42  Ala.  672,  726;  Ills.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Houck,  72  111.  285;  Tole- 
do, Wabash  &  Woafcern  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Moore,  77  111.  217:  Kansas  Pac,  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Salmon,  11  Kans.  83. 

« Walker  v.  Boiling,  22  Ala.  294; 
Cook  &  Scott  V.  Parham,  24  Ala.  21 ; 
Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Thomas, 
42  Ala.  672,  721. 

•Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Thoma*,  42  Ala.  672. 

♦Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V.  O'Connor,  admr.,  77  111.  391; 
76 


Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Moranda, 
93  in.  302.  And  so  held  in  Tennessee: 
Nashville  &  Chattanooga  R.  R.  Co.,  & 
M.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  V.  Carroll,  6  Heisk. 
347,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  20;  Nashville  & 
Decatur  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Jones,  9  Id,  27, 
19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  261. 

« Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Moore,  admr.,  77  111.  217. 

•  Indianapolis,  Bloomington  &  West- 
em  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Flanigan,  77  III.  365; 
Baldwin  v,  Chi.,  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry.  Co.. 
50  la.  680. 


1202 


THE    LAW   OF   RAILWAYS. 


or  insufBciency  of  articles  or  means  used,  or  of  the  improper 
diaracter  of  co-employes,  yet  continues  in  service  with  such 
without  objection  or  makinj^  the  same  known  to  his  superiors, 
he  can  have  no  recovery  for  injuries  arising  therefrom/  He,  as 
employe,  assumes,  at  common  law,  the  ordinary  risks  of  the 
service  when  he  enters  thereon;'  and  if  extraordinary  ones  are 
discovered  by  him,  he  must  report  the  same,  with  objections, 
else  there  is  no  liability  to  him  from  his  employers  for  injuries 
arising  out  thereof.' 

There  is  a  distinction  taken,  however,  in  some  cases,  between 
the  effects  of  the  negligence  of  a  mere  co-employe,  and  that  of  the 
corporation  itself,  or  of  those  principal  managers  who  wield  a 
controlling  influence  over  the  same,  and  over  ordinary  employes. 
In  those  cases  it  is  held,  that  the  principle  which  requires  of  rail- 
road companies  safe  appliances  and  structures  as  to  their  roads, 
applies  as  well  to  the  making  up  and  running  of  trains;  and  that 
where  injury  results  from  the  neglect  of  those  who  control  the 
same,  in  not  properly  manning  the  trains,  that  the  injured  party, 
a  servant  on  such  train,  is  entitled  to  his  action/    And  so  if  a  co- 


*  Indianapolis,  Bloominpton  &  West- 
em  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Flanigcin,  77  111.  365; 
Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Innraham,  77  III.  309. 

2  Indianapolis,  Bloomington  &  West- 
ern K.  R.  Co.  V.  Flanigan,  supra. 

'  Indianapolis,  Bloomington  &  West- 
ern R.  R.  Co.  V,  Flanii?an,  77  III.  365; 
Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Ingrrahara,  77  III.  309. 

*  Flike  c.  The  Boston  &  Albany  R. 
R.  Co.,  53  N.  Y.  (8  Sickels),  549; 
M alone  v.  Hathawa}',  64  N.  Y.  5; 
Besel  V.  N  .  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R. 
Co.,  70  N.  Y.  171,  9  Hun,  457;  Fort 
t).  Whipple,  11  Hun,  586;  Mich.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Dolan,  32  Mich.  510; 
Quincy  Mining  Co.  v,  Kitts,  42  Mich. 
34,  9*Repr.  86;  Crutchfield  P.Rich- 
mond &  Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  76  N.  Car. 
320,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  292;  Hardy  v. 
Car.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  Id.  5,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  309;  Dobbin  v.  Richmond  &  Dan- 
ville R.  R.  Co.,  81  N.  Car.  446;  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co. 


V.  McLallen,  84  111.  109,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  425;  Mullan  v.  Phil.  &  S.  M.  S. 
Co.,  78  Penn.  St.  25;   Colorado  Cent 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Ogden,  3  Col.  499;  Tyscn 
V.  S.  &  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.,  61  Ala.  554. 
But  see  Mobile  &  M.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Smith, 
59  Ala.  245;    Ho  wells  v.  Landore  S. 
Steel  Co.,  Law  Rep.  10  Q.  B.  62.    But 
the  Court  of  Appeals  of  New  York 
have  refused,  in  a  recent  case,  to  apply 
this  principle  to  a  head  conductor  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  starting  of  tniins,  by 
whose  negligence  in  (he  discharge  of 
such  duty  a  brakeman  is  kilUd;    and 
held  the  company  not  liable:    Rose  p. 
Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  58  N.  Y. 
217;    S.  C.  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  515.    But 
see  Booth  v.  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R. 
Co.,  73  N.  Y.  \iS;    McCosker  r.  Long 
Island  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Hun,  500;  S.  C.  .'9 
How.   Pr.  258.     A  conductor  is  not 
guilty  of  negligence  in  obeying  an  or- 
der of  an  assistant  superintendent  ot 
the  road  to  run  to  the  next  stat'<.n, 
although  another  train  is  overdue  at 
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servant  or  employe  be  detailed  to  the  performance  of  the  dnties 
of  principal  manager,  so  that  his  acts  become  those  of  the  com- 
pany,\ instead  of  those  of  a  mere  iinder-employe,  then  an  employe 
of  the  company,  injured  by  the  negligence  of  the  one  thus  dis- 
charging such  principal  duties,  will  be  entitled  to  his  action,  if 
clear  of  contributive  negligence  on  his  part.* 

In  case  of  injury  by  a  railroad,  it  is  the  dutj''  of  .the  company 
or  its  servants  to  place  the  injured  party  in  comfortable  quarters, 
if  to  be  found,  where  he  may  be  cared  for,  and  have  medical 
attendance.  This  done,  the  obligation  of  humanity  being  thus 
far  properly  discharged,  the  legal  duty  and  obligation  of  tlie 
company  ceases  therewith;  if  death  be  occasioned  thereafter 
by  an  imprudent  removal,  the  company  are  not  liable  therefor.* 

In  Massachusetts  it  is  held  that  the  engine  driver,  and  the 
man  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  locomotive  engine  is  in 
proper  order,  do  not  bear  such  relation  to  each  other  as  makes 
them  co-employes,  in  that  sense  which  prevents  tlie  one  from  re- 
covering against  the  company  damages  occasioned  by  the  negli- 
gence of  the  other.  The  driver  is  not  necessarily  supposed  to 
be  familiar  with  the  other,  or  to  have  a  knowledge  of  his  per- 
sonal habits  as  to  carefulness  or  negligence,'  and  is  therefore  not 
required  to  object  to  the  same  as  a  precedent  act  of  protection  to 
himself,  or  to  quit  his  employment.  Nor  will  the  fact  of  his 
own  negligence  or  disobedience  of  orders  in  reference  to  the 
transaction,  preclude  him  from  a  recovery,  if  neither  such  neg- 
licjence  nor  disobedience  of  orders  conduce  to  the  causins:  of 
the  injury.* 

And  the  employment  of  an  engine  driver,  and  a  laborer  in  a 
carpenter  shop,  of  one  and  the  same  company,  are  lield  to  be  so 


that  point:  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
McLallen,  supra. 

1  Ilofnagle  v.  The  New  York  Cent. 
&  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  55  N.  Y. 
(10  Sickels),  608. 

^Balt.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  use 
of  Woodward,  41  Md.  268;  Northern 
Cent.  Ry.  Co.  v.  State,  29  Md.  420. 

8  Ford  V,  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co..  110 
Mass.  240.  And  so  in  Tennessee: 
Nashville  &  Decatur  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Jones,  9  Heisk.  27,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 


261;  and  in  Alabama:  Mobile  &  M. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Smith,  59  Ala.  245.  And 
so  as  to  brakemen  and  engineers: 
Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago  Ry. 
Co.  r.  Lewis,  33  Ohio  St.  196;  Mobile 
&  M.  Ry.  Co.  I?.  Smith,  59  Ala.  245; 
and  brakemen  on  the  same  train :  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rush,  84 
111.  570. 

*Ford  r.  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  110 
Mass.  240. 
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dissimilar  and  separate  from  each  other  that  the  one  will  not  be 
held  responsible  for  the  negligence  of  the  other.  A  person  em- 
ployed in  a  carpenter's  shop  of  a  railroad  company  is  not  pre- 
sumed to  know,  nor  required  to  know,  of  the  negligence  or  nesr- 
ligent  habits  of  those  persons  entrusted  with  the  handling  of  en- 
gines and  running  of  trains;  and  therefore  the  company  will  be 
held  liable  for  an  injury  caused  by  his  gross  negligence.*  And 
80  that  of  a  iireman  on  a  train  of  cars,  and  of  the  person  whose 
duty  it  is  to  arrange  and  attend  to  what  is  termed  a  mail-catcher, 
placed  by  the  side  of  the  track  to  aid  in  transferring  the  mail 
bags,  is  not  such  common  service  as  makes  these  two  servants 
of  a  railroad  company  co-employes,  within  that  meaning  of  the 
term  which  is  necessary  to  exist  to  exonerate  the  company  from 
liability  for  injuries  caused  to  one  of  them  by  the  negligence  of 
the  other.'  And  while,  ordinarily,  there  must  be  proof  of  care 
on  the  part  of  the  injured  person,  or  such  gross  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  company  as  admits  of  a  recovery  regardless  of 
slight  negligence  of  the  plaintiff,  to  justify  a  recovery,  yet  the  cir- 
cumstance of  a  fireman  being  struck  by  such  mail-catcher  in  the 
darkness  of  night,  at  a  place  where  his  duty  required  him  to  put 
his  head  out  to  look  for  signals,  will,  in  the  absence  of  other 
proof,  he  prhna  facie  evidence  of  care  on  his  part.' 

The  fact  that  several  lines  of  road  connect  with  each  other, 
and  sell  tickets  and  contract  for  freights  through  and  over  all 
the  several  lines,  there  being  a  diversity  of  fares  of  the  several 
roads,  with  coupons  of  tickets  representing  the  same,  does  not 
constitute  an  employe  on  one  of  such  lines  an  employe  of  an- 
other thereof,  or  of  the  whole,  in  such  manner  and  effect  as  to 
bring  him,  in  case  of  injury  from  a  line  other  than  the  one  di 
rectly  employed  on,  within  the  principle  that  one  employe  can 
not  recover  of  his  employer  for  an  injury  inflicted  by  the  negli- 
gence of  a  co-employe.*     If,  however,  the  plaintiff,  by  his  own 

>Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Keefe,  ^C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Gregory, 
47  m.  110;  Lalor  r.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  adm'r,  58  111.  272. 
R.  Co.,  62  111.  401 ;  Ryan  t?.  Chi.  &  N.  *  Carroll  t?.  The  Minnesota  Valley  R. 
W.  Ry.  Co.,  60  111.  171.  And  see  Mc-  R.  Co.,  13  Minn.  30.  And  see  Swain- 
Knight  V.  Iowa  &  Minn.  R.  R.  Const.  son  v.  Northeastern  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep. 
Co.,  43  la.  406,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  465.  3  Exch.  Div.  341.  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 

*  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Gregory,  569;  Warburton  ».  Great  Western  Ry. 

adm*r,  58  HI.  272.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  2  Exch.  30. 
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negligence,  contributes  to  bring  about  the  injury,  he  can  not  re- 
cover, unless  the  wrong  be  intentional.* 

"Where  one  railroad  company  uses  and  runs  upon  the  track  of 
another  company,  by  leave  of  the  latter,  a  switch-tender  on  the 
road  so  used  is  not  a  servant  of  the  company  so  using  it,  or  a 
fellow  servant  of  its  engineers  operating  on  its  locomotives;  and 
therefore  an  engineer  of  the  latter,  if  injured  by  reason  of  the 
negligence  of  such  switch- tender,  is  entitled  to  recover  fcr  the 
Injury  against  the  company  employing  the  switchman,  if  there 
be  no  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  injured  person.' 

And  where  the  action  is  for  a  personal  injury,  and  a  defense 
is  set  up  that  the  injured  person  was,  at  the  time  of  the  injury, 
an  employe  of  the  company,  and  was  injured  in  the  business  of 
his  employment,  thus  relying  on  the  common  law  principle  to 
avoid  a  recovery,  evidence  to  the  jury  is  proj)er  to  show,  or  tend- 
ing to  show,  that  the  plaintiff,  though  a  servant  of  the  company, 
was  nevertheless,  at  the  time  of  the  injury,  a  passenger  on  the 
train  upon  which  he  was  injured;  that  he  was  rendering  his 
service  elsewhere  than  on  the  train,  and  was,  by  the  terms  of  his 
engagement,  being  carried  back  and  forth  daily  to  and  from  his 
work  as  part  of  the  compensation  for  his  service,  and  was  there- 
lore  a  paying  passenger  on  the  train  at  the  time  of  receiving  the 
injury.' 

A  contractor  of  a  raih'oad  corporation,  to  whom  a  work  of  the 
corporation  is  let  for  construction,  is  the  principal  of  the  per- 
sons whom  he  employs  on  the  work,  and  not  the  railroad  com- 


'  Carroll  v.  The  Minnesota  Valley 
R.  R.  Ck).,  13  Minn.  30,  34;  McMahon 
V,  Davidson,  12  Minn.  372. 

'  Smith,  adm'x,  v.  New  York  &  Har- 
lem R.  R.  Co.,  19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith), 
127;  S.  C.  6  Duer,  225;  Vose  v.  Lan- 
cashire &  Y.  Ry.  Co.,  2  Hurl.  &  N. 
728;  Warburton  v.  Great  W.  Ry.  Co., 
supra;  Swainsot  t .  N.  E.  Ry.  Co., 
supra.  See  Nai^hrille  &  Chattanooga 
R.  R.  Co.,  and  M.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  v, 
Carroll,  6  Heisk.  347, 12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
20,  where  it  is  held  that  if,  in  such 
case,  the  train  be  under  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  using  company,  it  is  liar 
ble  for  all  damaiires  occurring  through 


negligence;  but  if  under  the  joint  con- 
trol of  servants  of  both  companies, 
then  both  are  liable.  And  see,  also, 
Mulherrin  v.  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
&  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  81  Penn.  St. 
366,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  456,  decided 
under  the  Pennsylvania  statute  of 
April  4,  1868  (Pamph.  L.  58),  provid- 
ing that  if  an  employe  be  injured  by 
another  company,  the  right  of  action 
should  be  the  same  as  if  he  were  an 
employe  of  the  company  in  fault.  In 
the  case  cited,  the  plaintiff  was  held 
to  come  within  the  statute. 

«0'Donnell  v.  The  Allegheny  R.  R. 
Co.,  50  Penn.  St.  R.  490. 
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pany;  and  if  hU  character  for  skillfulness  or  carefulness  is  to  he 
ascertained  as  a  matter  of  care  and  prudence,  it  is  for  those  wlioni 
he  employs  in  liis  service,  and  not  the  railroad  company,  to  in- 
quire into  it*  One  who  employs  a  contractor  to  erect  a  build- 
ing, or  to  do  any  other  job  of  work,  does  not  become  a  guaran- 
tor, to  the  employes  of  sucii  contractor,  for  his  skill  or  care  iii 
performing  the  work.' 

And  where,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  contractor  under- 
takes to  do  a  work  in  "  accordance  with  the  plans,  specifications 
and  instructions  furnished  "  by  the  company,  the  term  "  instruc- 
tions "  is  to  be  construed  as  havinor  reference  "  to  the  kind  of 
structure,  design,  materials,  combinations,  and  all  other  matters 
pertaining  to  the  planning  of  the  building  to  be  erected"';  but 
the  method  or  means  of  accomplishing  this  work  thus  under- 
taken by  the  contractor,  is  a  matter  to  be  left,  to  the  con- 
tractor's own  skill  and  judgment,  and  for  which  the  company 
are  in  nowise  responsible;  and,  therefore,  for  an  injury  to  one 
of  the  contractor's  employes,  growing  out  of  the  contractor's 
unfitness  for,  and  manner  of,  performing  the  work,  the  com- 
pany are  not  liable.* 

.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Tennessee,  while  it  fully  recognizes  as 
law  the  general  principle  of  the  English  and  American  cases,  that 
the  employer  is  not  liable  for  injuries  inflicted  on,  or  suffered 
by,  a  servant  or  employe,  from  the  negligence  of  a  co-servant  or 
co-employe  of  the  injured  person,*  nevertheless  hold  that  the 
exceptions  arising  out  of  diflFerent  grades  of  service  apply  to 
cases  of  injury  to  a  mere  laborer  on  the  track,  caused  by  the 
negligence  of  the  director  or  dispatcher  of  trains;  and  that  an 
injury  to  such  laborer,  occasioned  by  being  run  against  by  a 
train  sent  over  the  road  out  of  schedule  time,  and  unknown  to 
the  laborer,  is  within  such  exception  to  the  general  rule,  and 
therefore  the  company  is  liable.* 


*  Hunt  V.  The  Pennsylvania  K.  R. 
Co.,  51  Penn.  St.  475.  But  see,  con- 
tra, Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Little, 
19  Kans.  267,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  455. 

2  Hunt  V,  The  Pennsylvania  R.  R. 
Co.,  51  Penn.  St.  475. 

^Hunt  V.  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co., 
51  Penn.  St.  475. 

*Hunt  V,  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co., 


51  Penn.  St.  475.  And  see  Central  R. 
R.  &  Banking  Co.  v.  Grant  &  O'Hara, 
46  Ga.  417,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  427. 

*  RajEfsdale  v.  Memphis  &  Charleston 
R.  R.  Co.,  59  Tenn.  426,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  182. 

^  Haynes  v.  The  East  Tenn.  &  Geor- 
gia R.  R.  Co.,  3  Cold.  222-^itinsr. 
and  relying    on,    as  authority,  The 
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In  Iowa,  it  is  held  that  a  person  employed  as  a  section  man 
upon  a  raih'oad,  whose  labor  consists  in  assisting  to  repair  and 
keep  in  order  the  railroad  track,  and  who  goes  and  comes  with 
others,  his  co-emplojes  in  tlie  work,  riding  upon  a  hand-car 
upon  the  track,  is  an  employe  of  the  company,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  statute  rendering  railroad  corporations  liable  for 
injuries  received  by  one  employe  by  reason  of  the  negligence  of 
another.'  And  in  Missouri  it  is  held  tliat  a  section  foreman  is, 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  track  in  repair,  the  company 
itself;  that  notice  to  him  of  defects  in  the  road-bed,  is  notice  to 
the  company;  and  that  his  negligence  is  the  negligence  of  the 
coqipany,  for  the  consequences  of  which,  in  injuring  a  brake- 
man  engaged  in  coupling  cars,  the  company  is  liable." 


licwiisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Collins,  2  Duvall  (Ky.),  114.  And 
see  Nashville  &  Chattanooga  R.  R. 
Co.,  and  M.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  v.  Car- 
roll, 6  Heisk.  347,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
20;  Nashville  &  Decatur  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Jones,  9  Heisk.  27,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
261;  McKnight  v.  Iowa  &  Minn.  R. 
R.  Const.  Co.,  43  la.  406,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  465.  A  laborer,  employed  by  a 
contractor  in  repairing  a  railr  lad,  and 
a  superintendent  of  the  company 
who  oversees  such  work,  are  not 
fellow  servants:  Cook  v.  Hannibal  & 
St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  63  Mo.  397,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  177.  In  Iowa,  it  is 
h^ld  that  a  dotective,  employed  to  go 
upon  and  along  the  track  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discovering  persons  in  the  act 
of  obstructing  it,  is  a  co-servant  with 
an  engineer:  Pyne  v.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R. 
R.  Co.,  54  la.  223;  S.  C.  6  N.  W. 
Repr.  281,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  229. 
But  for  an  injury  occurring  through 
the  ncrligence  of  the  engmeer,  an 
action  may  be  maintained  under  the 
Iowa  Code,  Sec.  1307:  Ibid,  But  see 
Chicago  k  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Moran- 
da,  93  III.  302,  where  the  company  was 
held  liable  for  an  iiyury  to  a  track 
laborer  by  being  struck  by  a  lump  of 
coal,  thrown  from  a  train  by  a  fii-e- 


man.  Also  Same  Company  p.  Bliss,  6 
Bradw.  (III.),  411;  Toledo,  Wabash 
&  Western  Ry.  Co.  o.  O'Connor,  77 
III.  391.  See  contra^  however,  Ross 
V.  N.  Y.  Cent,  &  Hudson  River  R.  R. 
Co.,  5  Hun,  488;  Kumler  v.  Junction 
R.  R.  Co.,  33  Ohio  St.  150;  Tunnoy  p. 
Midland  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  1  C.  P. 
291. 

»  Frandsen  v.  C,  R.  1.  &  P.  R.  R. 
Co.,  36  Iowa,  372.  And  see  Mobile  & 
M.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Smith,  59  Ala.  245; 
Zeigier  v.  Day,  123  Mass.  152;  Bar- 
ringer  V,  Del.  &  Hudson  Canal  Co., 
19  Hun,  216;  Crispin  v.  Babbitt,  81 
N.  Y.  516;  Hamilton  v.  Iron  Mount- 
ain Co.,  4  Mo.  App.  564. 

'  Lewis  V.  St.  Louis  &  Iron  Mountain 
R.  R.  Co.,  59  Mo.  495,  8  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  450;  Devany  t>.  Vulcan  Iron 
Works,  4  Mo.  App.  236;  Whalen  r. 
Centenary  Church,  62  Mo.  326;  Cook 
V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co., 
63  Mo.  397.  And  in  Wisconsin  the 
same  principle  is  applied  to  a  yard 
master:  Bessex  i?.  Chicago  &  North 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  45  Wis.  477,  18 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  58.  See,  also,  Louis- 
ville &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bowler, 
9  Heisk.  866,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  65; 
Stevenson  v,  Jewett,  16  Hun,  210. 
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An  employe  of  a  railroad  company  can  not  recover  of  the 
company  damages  for  injuries  caused  by  his  own  negligence  in 
the  course  of  his  employment;  hence,  where  a  brakeman  is. 
killed  by  reason  of  a  detect  in  that  portion  of  the  brake  immedi- 
ately under  his  own  eye  and  supervision,  and  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  keep,  or  have  kept,  in  order,  there  can  be  no  recovery 
against  the  company  for  the  death.* 

The  death  of  an-  employe  pending  his  action  for  injuries,  and 
Avhen  he  has  recovered  judgment  below,  which  has  been  re- 
versed on  appeal  by  an  intermediate  court,  will  not  abate  the 
action.  By  the  recovery  in  his  life-time,  his  claim  for  damages 
becomes  merged  in  the  judgment,  and  tlie  action  of  reversul 
by  the  intermediate  tribunal  merely  suspends  the  judgment 
until  final  action  by  the  court  of  last  resort.' 

7.  Engagement  and  compensation  of  employes. — No  ofBcial 
action  of  the  board  of  directors  of  a  railroad  corporation  is 
essential  to  procure,  or  direct,  the  labor  of  one  as  servant  or 
employe.*  And  where  there  is  no  special  agreement  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  employe,  oflScer 
or  servant  of  the  company,  and  services  are  rendered  at  its 
request,  then  the  rule  of  compensation  fixes  the  amount  that  the 
services  are  worth.*  If  there  be  a  question  between  the  plaintiff 
and  the  company,  involved  in  the  case,  as  to  whether  there  was 
a  special  contract  at  a  fixed  price,  then  conversations  of  the 
plaintiff  and  the  officers  or  agents  of  the  company,  tending  to 
show  that  fact,  or  the  contrary  thereof,  may  go  in  evidence.* 


>  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Jewell,  46 
111.  99.  The  rule  that  a  master  is  not 
liable  for  injuries  sustained  by  one 
servant  through  the  negligence  of  an- 
other servant,  does  not  apply  where 
the  servant,  at  the  time  of  the  injury, 
is  not  acting  in  the  service  of  the 
master:  Washburn  v,  Nashville  & 
Chattanooga  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Head,  638; 
Hutchinson  v.  York,  N.  &  B.  Ry.  Co., 
5  Exch.  343;  Tunney  v.  Midland  Ry. 
Co.,  Liw  Rep.,  1  C.  P.  291. 

a  Lewis  v.  St.  L.  &  I.  M.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 

^  Bee  V.  San  Francisco  &  Humboldt 
Bay  R.  R.  Co.,  46  Cal.  248;  Hooker  v. 


Eagle  Bank,  30  N.  Y.  83;  Chicago  & 
North  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  J&m^s,  22 
Wis.  194. 

*  Bee  t?.  San  Francisco  &  Humboldt 
Bay  R.  R.  Co.,  46  Cal.  248.  And  this 
is  so,  even  where  the  charter  requires 
the  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  the 
board  of  directors,  if  they  neglect  to 
do  so:  Rogers  v.  Hastings  &  Dakota 
Ry.  Co.,  22  Minn.  25.  19  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  412.  See,  Also,  Missouri  River 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Richard.s,  8  Kans.  101. 

*  Bee  V.  San  Francisco  &  Humboldt 
Bay  R.  R.  Co.,  46  Cal.  248.  Where  a 
president  of  a  railroad  company  after- 
ward became  a  member  of  a  construo- 
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TJncIer  the  sixty-third  section  of  the  corporation  act  of  Kew 
Jersey,  giving  laborers  a  first  lien  for  their  wages  upon  the 
assets  of  a  corporation  in  case  of  its  insolvency,  it  is  held  that 
the  lien  attaches  as  of  the  date  which  the  court  adjudges  to  be 
the  time  when  the  insolvency  occurred  which  gives  it  jurisdic- 
tion/ One  not  in  the  employ  of  the  corporation  at  such  time, 
though  having  a  claim  for  wages,  is  not  within  the  policy  of  the 
act.'  But  the  presentation  of  a  claim  embracing  other  items 
than  wages,  or  the  proving  of  a  claim  for  an  excessive  amount, 
or  the  acceptance  of  a  note  (unless  the  intention  is  manifest), 
does  not  forfeit  the  lien.'  It  makes  no  difl'erence  that  the 
wages  accrued  long  before  the  insolvency;  one  in  the  com- 
pany's employ  at  that  time  is  entitled  to  his  lien  for  the  full 
amount  due  him,  but  not  for  the  interest  accruing  before  the 
lien  attaches.* 

Employes  of  a  railroad  company  which  goes  into  the  hands 
of  a  receiver  are  not  creditors  at  large;*  but  mortgagees  seeking 
to  foreclose  will  be  required  to  satisfy  such  claims  out  of  the 
future  earnings  of  the  road,  or  out  of  the  trust  property.'  A 
preference  in  derogation  of  the  right  of  creditors  to  be  paid 
equally  should  not  be  extended  by  construction;^  thus  where 
such  preference  is  given  to  employes,  it  will  not  be  extended  to 
one  furnishing  the  labor  or  services  of  others  under  a  contract 
to  perform  the  whole,  or  a  certain  part,  of  the  business  of  a  cor- 
poration.    Such  a  person  is  not  an  employe,  but  a  contractor; 


tion  company  formed  to  complete  the 
road,  and  which  took  all  its  assets, 
assumed  its  debts,  and  paid  its  claims, 
and  the  railroad  alter  ward  became 
merged  into  another  road,  against 
which  the  president  brought  suit  to 
recover  for  the  value  of  his  services, 
as  president,  in  procunng  the  right  of 
way,  etc.,  performed  during  the  time 
he  was  a  member  of  such  construction 
company,  it  was  held  he  could  not  re- 
cover, for  the  reason  that  he,  as  such 
member  of  the  construction  company, 
had  assumed  the  payment  of  such 
services:  Nebraska  Ry.  Co.  v.  Lett,  8 
Neb.  251,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  864. 
*  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 


R.  R.  Co.  V.  Oxford  Iron  Co.,  33  N.  J. 
Eq.  192;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R. 
Cas.  205. 

2  Ibid, 

^Ihid. 

*Ihid, 

*  Duncan  v.  Trustees  of  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  Cir.  Ct.,  city  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  Feby.  term,  1876,  9 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  386. 

•Duncan  v.  Trustees,  etc.,  supra; 
Douglass  r.  Cline,  12  Buah,  608,  18 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  273. 

'  Lehigh  Coal  &  Nav.  Co.  v.  Central 
R.  R.  Co.  of  N.  J.,  29  N.  J.  Eq.  252, 
18  Am.  Ry.  Hep.  207. 
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and  the  right  is  conferred  only  upon  the  person  actually  and 
personally  performing  the  labor  or  service.* 

8.  Liability  for  injury  to,  if  engaged  outside  their  usual  em- 
ployment.— If  an  eniploj'e  of  a  railroad  company  be  ordered 
from  his  ordinary  employment  for  which  he  is  engaged,  and 
placed  in  a  different  and  more  liazardous  one,  by  those  of  the 
company's  agents,  oflBicers  or  servants  having  him  under  their 
control,  and  in  the  course  of  such  more  hazardous  employment 
he  be  injured,  the  company  will  be  liable  to  respond  therefor,  if 
lie  has  himself  been  free  from  blame  or  carelessness  contributing 
to  bring  about  the  injury,  although  the  injury  may  have  result- 
ed from  the  negligence  or  want  of  care  of  his  fellow  servant  or 
co-servants,  so  called,  in  such  employment.' 

Employes  going  outside  of  their  regular  employment,  and  of 
their  own  volition  engaging  in  other  parts  of  the  business  of  the 
company,  are,  if  injured  whilst  so  engaged,  injured  in  their  own 
wrong,  and  have  no  right  of  action  or  remedy  against  the  com- 
pany— as,  for  instance,  a  conductor,  engaged  of  his  own  mere  will 
in  coupling  cars.  They  must  be  wholly  without  fault,  to  be  en- 
titled to  an  action,  provided  the  company  is  not  wanting  in 
proper  care  and  diligence  in  respect  to  the  cause  of  the  injury.' 
And  so,  if  the  injury  result  in  death,  and  suit  is  by  the  widow, 
under  the  Georgia  statute,  the  deceased  must  have  been  without 
fault,* 

When  a  servant  proceeds  in  the  ordinary  course  of  his  duty 
to  which  he  has  been  assigned,  with  the  consent  and  acquiescence 
of  his  superior,  and  in  the  absence  of  instructions  to  the  con- 
trary, he  is  not  chargeable  with  negligence  in  case  of  accident.* 


>L.  a  &  N.   Co.  V.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 

*  Chi.  &  Great  Eastern  Ry.  Co.  r. 
Harney,  28  Tnd.  28;  Lalor,  adm'r, 
r.  Chiciii?o»  Burlington  &  Quincy  R. 
R.  Co.,  52  111.  401;  Chicago  &  N.  W. 
Hy.  Co.  V.  Bayfield,  :^7  Mich.  205; 
Hurst  V.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  ^9 
la.  76;  Mann  i'.  Oriental  Print  Work?, 
11  R.  I.  152.  See  Hawley  v.  Nortbe.n 
Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  17  Hun,  115. 

8  Campbell  v.  The  Atlanta  &  Rich- 
mond A.  L.  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Geo.  488. 
And  see  Hanrathy  r.  Northern  Central 
Iiy.  Co.,  46  Md.  280,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 


188;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  Southern 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Knittal,  38  Ohio  St.  468. 
But  if  an  emergfency  exist,  it  is  other- 
wise, if  the  employe  act  in  good  faith: 
Central  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  r.  Sears, 
59  Ga.  436,  18  Am.  Ky.  Rep.  100. 

*:Iijowiand  v.  CajmoD,  S5  Qiao.  lO^'i; 
Thourpeon  u.  The  Oentrtl  R.  R.  & 
Banking  Co.,  54  Geo.  509;  (Wie,  chap. 
56,  Btthd'n  2.  But  be  is  presamed  to 
be.  without  fault  mofil  the  oontraiy  is 
sbowij :    lb. 

^Sprong  r.  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R. 
Co.,  58  N.  Y.  56,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  475. 
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Thus  where  a  head  brakeraan  was  killed  by  a  collision  while  rid- 
ing upon  an  engine,  and  it  appeared  that  his  duties  frequently 
required  him  to  ride  there;  that  it  was  the  nsual  custom  on  that 
road,  and  done  with  the  knowledge  of,  and  without  objection  1)3^, 
liis  superior,  it  was  held  that  the  non-observance  of  printed  rules 
against  so  leaving  his  post,  of  which  it  did  not  appear  he  had 
notice,  was  not  a  violation  of  duty.'  It  is  for  the  jury  to  say,  in 
such  case,  whether  the  deceased  is  rightfully  upon  the  engine.'* 
9.  Are  entitled  to  safe  materials  and  structures. — The  em- 
ployes of  railroad  corporations  are  entitled  to  have,  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  such  companies  to  furnish,  safe  materials  and  struct- 
ures; and  they  must  in  the  first  instance  properly  construct  their 
roads,  with  all  the  necessary  appurtenances,  and  thereafter  keep 
the  same  in  proper  repair,  and  tree  from  obstructions.  For  a 
failure  therein,  they  are  liable  to  employes  for  injuries  and  dam- 
ages caused  by  reason  of  such  omissions,'  unless  the  defects 


*  Sprong  V.  B.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co.,  «u- 
pra. 

^Ibid. 

» Illinois  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Welch, 
52  III.  183;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Swett,  4">  III.  201;  Toledo,  Wabash  & 
Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  Asbury,  84  111.  429; 
Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Estes,  96  HI.  470;  S.  C.  1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cajb.  622;  Harrison  v.  Cen- 
tral R  R.  Co.,  2  Vroom  (N.  J.),  293; 
Paulmier  v.  The  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  5 
Vroom  (N.  J.),  151;  Western  &  At- 
lantic R.  R.  Co.  p.  Bishop,  50  Geo. 
465;  Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mitchell,  63 
Ga.  173;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R. 
Cos.  145;  Wedgwood  v,  Chicago  & 
North  Western  Ry.  Co.,  44  Wis.  44, 
19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  393;  Bessex  p.  Chi- 
cago &  North  Western  Ry.  Co.,  45 
Wis.  477,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  58;  Stet- 
ler  o.  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  49  Wis. 
609;  S.  C.  6  N.  W.  Repr.  303,  21  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  89;  S.  C.  46  Wis.  497,  21 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  402;  Cumberland  & 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  State,  for  use, 
etc.,  37  Md.  156;  Same  v.  State,  for 
aiQ  of   Moran,    44    Md.    283;    East 


Tenn.,  Va.  &<jra.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hodges, 
15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  174;  St.  Louis  & 
South  Eastern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Valirius,  56 
Ind.  511,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  116; 
Hough  V,  Texas  &  Pacific  Ry.  Co., 
100  U.  S.  213,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  451; 
Gibson  v.  Erie  Ry.  Co..  63  N.  Y.  449; 
Leonard  v.  Collins,  70  N.  Y.  90;  Besel 
V,  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  70 
N.  Y.  571;  Fuller  v.  Jewett,  80  N.  Y. 
46;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas. 
109;  Kain  v.  Smith,  80  N.  Y.  458;  Cone 
V.  Del.,  Lack.  &  Western  R.  R.  Co., 
81  N.  Y.  206;  S.  C.  15  Hun,  172;  King 
V.  N.  Y.^Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  4 
Hun, 769;  Stevenson  v.  Jewett.  16  Hun, 
210;  DeForest  v.  Jewett,  19  Hun.  509; 
Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Fitzpatrick,  31  Ohio  St.  479;  Har- 
kins  V.  Standard  Sugar  Refinery,  122 
Mass.  400;  Lovcjoy  v.  Boston  &  Low- 
ell R.  R.  Co.,  125  Mass.  79;  Shanny  v, 
Androscoggin  Mill.-*,  66  Me.  420;  Coop- 
er V.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  44  la.  134;  Dale 
r.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  &  Northern 
Ry.  Co.,  63  Mo.  455,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
217;  Bridges  v.  St.  Louis,  Iron  Moun- 
tain &  S.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Mo.  App.  389; 
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causing  the  injury  were  well  known  to^the  employe,  and  liud 
been  for  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to  object  thereto,  and  no  ob- 
jections or  notice  as  to  the  same  were  made  to  his  superiors;  for 
then  there  can  be  no  recovery.* 


McMillan  *;.  Union  Press  Brick  Works, 
Id.  434';  Colorado  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Ogden,  8Col.  499;  Houston  &  Tex.  Ry.- 
Co.  V.  Oram,  49 Tex.  341;  Baker  v.  Al-^ 
legheny  Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  95  Penn. 
St.  211;  S.  C.  10  Repr.  672;  LeClair 
V.  First  Div.  SA  Paul  &  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  Minn.  9.  This  power  can  not 
be  delegated  to  an  agent,  so  as  to  re- 
lieve the  company  from  responsibility: 
Booth  V.  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co., 
67  N.  Y.  593;  S.  C.  73  N.  Y.  38;  Besel 
V.  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra; 
Kirkpatrick  v.  Same,  79  N.  Y.  240; 
Haivey  f.  Same,  19  Hun,  556;  Har- 
kins  V.  Stand.  Sug.  Refy.,  supra; 
Houston  &  Tex.  Cent.  R.  W.  Co.  v, 
Dunham,  49  Tex.  181;  Bridges  v.  St. 
L.,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra,  Buc 
the  company  is  not  bound  to  use  the 
best  implements,  the  best  machinery, 
and  the  best  methods:  Mich.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Smithson,  45  Mich.  212; 
S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  101; 
Smith  V.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  & 
Northern  Ry.  Co.,  69  Mo.  32;  Carney 
V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co., 
Id.  416;  Baldwin  v.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R. 
R.  Co.,  50  la.  680;  Salters  v.  Del.  & 
Hudson  Canal  Co.,  3  Hun,  338;  Dynen 
V.  Leach,  26  L.  J.  (N.  S.),  Exch.,221. 
But  see  Smith  v.  N.  Y.  &  Harlem  R. 
R.  Co.,  19  N.  Y.  127;  S.  C.  6  Duer, 
225;  Dorsey  v.  Phillips  &  Colby  Const, 
Co.,  42  Wis.  583,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
148;  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Asbury,  84  III.  429.  They  may 
use  worn  and  defective  machinery  and 
cars,  if  the  employe  know  of  it,  and 
do  not  object:  Kelley  v.  Silver  Spring 
B.  &  D.  Co.,  12  R.  I.  112;  Fort 
Wayne,  J.  &  S.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Gilder- 
sleeve,  33  Mich.  133;  Mich.  Cent.  R. 


R.  Co.  V,  Austin,  40  Mich.  247;  Inter- 
national &  Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Doyle,  49  Tex.  190.  And  by  the  case 
of  Paulmier  v.  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  supra, 
when  the  injury  of  an  employe  is 
owing  partly  to  the  negligence  of  the 
company  itself,  and  partly  to  that  of  a 
co-employe,  the  injured  party  may  re- 
cover; and  so  in  Mad  River  &  Lake 
Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Barber,  5  Ohio  St. 
541.  But  the  company  is  not  liable 
unless  the  neglect  to  provide  proper 
and  safe  materials  be  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  injury :  Williams  v.  Cen- 
tral R.  R.  of  la.,  43  la.  396,  14  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  458;  Crutchfield  r.  Richmond 
&  Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  78  N.  Car.  300, 
16  Am.  Ry.  R^p.  212;  Wedgwood  v. 
Chicago  &  North  Western  Ry.  Co.,  44 
Wis.  44,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  393.  De- 
fendant's negligence  in  this  re.spect  is 
a  question  for  the  jury:  Eans.  Pac. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Salmon,  11  Kans.  83;  S.  C. 
14  Kan.  512;  Hawley  ».  Northern  Cent. 
Ry.  Co.,  17  Hun,  115;  S.  C.  11  N.Y.W. 
D.  71;  Kirkpatrick  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  & 
H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  79  N.  Y.  240;  Brann 
ff.  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Ry. 
Co.,  53  la.  595;  S.  C.  6  N.  W.  Repr. 
5,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  184;  Lake  Shore  & 
Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Fitzpatrick, 
31  Ohio  St.  479;  Brabbits  v.  C.  &  N. 
W.  Ry.  Co.,  38  Wis.  289;  Wedgwood 
V.  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  supra;  Kelley 
V.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 
Co..  50  Wis.  381 ;  S.  C.  7  N.  W.  Repr. 
291 ;  McMillan  v.  Union  P.  B.  Works, 
6  Mo.  App.  4*^;  Houston  &  Great 
Northern  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Randall,  50 
Tex.  254;  Woodley  v.  Met.  Dist.  Ry. 
Co.,  Law  Rep.,  2  Ex.  Div.  384. 

» Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Barber,  5  Ohio  St.  541;  Western  & 


EMPLOYES. 


]213 


It  is  held  in  Indiana  that  an  injury  incurred  by  an  employe 
engaged  in  running  a  train  upon  a  railroad,  occasioned  partly  by 
the  road  being  "  too  rough,"  and  partly  by  a  defect  in  an  axle,  all 
of  which  was  negligently  and  carelessly  permitted  by  the  com- 
pany, is  actionable  against  the  company;  and  that  it  is  not 
necessary,  in  such  case,  to  aver  or  show,  in  the  first  place,  igno- 
rance thereof  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  up  to  the  time  of  injury ; 
but  that  if  known  to  him,  it  is  for  the  company  to  show  that 
fact  in  defense;  and  to  do  so,  it  should  plead  the  same/ 

Employes  are  held  to  have  taken  the  risks  naturally  incident  to 
their  employment,  not  occasioned  by  negligence  of  the  company; 
and  as  between  the  company  and  its  servants,  there  is  not  gen- 
erally an  implied  warranty  of  the  fitness  of  the  road  or  rolling 


Atlantic  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bishop,  50  Geo. 
465;  Central  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  v. 
Kenney,  58  Ga.  4S5,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
131 ;  I^Clair  v.  St.  Paul  &  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  Minn.  9;  Bait.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Stiite,  use  Woodward,  41  Md.  268;" 
Way  V.  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co. ,  40 
la.  341,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  400;  Toledo, 
Peoria  &  Warsaw  Ry.  Co.  v.  Conroy, 
61  111.  162,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  431;  Chi- 
cago &  la.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Russell,  91  111. 
298;  Crutchfield  v.  Richmond  &  Dan- 
ville R.  K.  Co.,  76  N.  Car.  320,  14  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  292;  Hardy  v.  Carolina  Cent. 
Ry.  Co.,  Id.  5,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  309; 
Crutchfield  v.  Richmond  &  Danville 
R.  R.  Co.,  78  N.  Car.  300,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  212;  Dale  v.  St.  L..  K.  C.  & 
K.  Ry.  Co.,  supra;  Gibson  v.  Erie  Ry. 
Co.,  63  N.  Y.  449,  5  Hun,  31;  Ladd  v. 
New  Bedford  R.  R.  Co.,  119  Mass.  412, 
9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  273;  Lovejoy  v.  Boston 
&  Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  125  Majjs.  79.  The 
company  is  bound  to  notify  the  em- 
ploye of  defects  or  dangers  within 
their  knowledge:  O'Connor  v,  Adams, 
120  Mass.  427;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich. 
Southern  Ry.  Co.  v,  Fitzpatrick,  31 
Ohio  St.  479;   Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry. 


Co.  V.  Bayfield,  37  Mich.  205;  Costello 
V.  Judson,  21  Hun,  396.  And  a  simi- 
lar responsibility  rests  upon  the  em- 
ploye, as  to  defects  withiu  his  knowl- 
edge: Richardson  v.  Cooper,  88  III. 
270;  Johnson  r.  Richmond  &  Danville 
R.  R.  Co.,  81  N.  Car.  453.  But  there 
must  be  positive  knowledge,  or  rea- 
sonable means  of  attaining  it,  of  the 
precise  danger  assumed,  not  vague 
surmises  of  the  possibility  of  danger: 
Dorsey  v.  Phillips  &  Colby  Const.  Co., 
42  Wis.  583,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  148; 
Dale  V,  St.  L.,  K.  C.  &  N.  Ry.  Co., 
supra.  Such  knowledge  is  a  question 
for  the  jury:  Ibid.;  Hawley  v.  North- 
ern Cent.  n.  W.  Co..  17  Hun,  115. 

*  Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Klein,  11  Ind.  (Tanner),  38;  and  In- 
dianapolis &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Love, 
10  Ind.  554,  adverted  to  and  re- 
affirmed. But  the  company  is  not 
chargeable  with  negligence  in  using 
**  double  buffers":  Baldwin  v.  Chi- 
cago, Rock  Island  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 
50  la.  680;  Indianapolis,  Bloomington 
&  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Flanigan,  77 
III.  305. 
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Stock.'     The  company  is  bound  only  to  exercise  ordinary  care  to 
prevent  an  injnry.' 

If  there  be  a  defect,  and  it  be  known  to  the  cqrapany,  and  it 
place  a  servant  on  the  road  who  is  in  ignorance  thereof,  and  he 
be  injured  by  reason  of  such  defect,  he  being  himself  free  from 
negligence  or  fault,  and  it  not  being  such  a  defect  as  he  is  pre- 
sumed to  have  known,  the  company  will  be  liable;'  but  if  both 
l^yties  have  knowledge  of  such  defect,  or  if  the  servant  alone 
know  of  it,  and  in  either  case  the  servant  continue  in  the  use  of 
it  without  objection,  and  is  injured,  he  can  not  recover.* 


'  Hough  V.  Texas  &  Pacific  Ry.  Co., 
100  U.  S.  213,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  451 ;  In- 
dianapolis &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Love,  10 
Ind.  (Tanner),  554;  Nashville  &  D-'ca- 
tur  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Jones,  9  Heisk.  27,  19 
Am.  Ry.  R^p.  261 ;  Grand  Rapids  & 
Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Huntley,  3S  Mich. 
537;  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  i?. 
Piatt,  89  111.  141;  Indianapolis,  Bloora- 
ington  &  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  Toy,  91 
III.  474;  Morris  v.  Gleason,  1  Bradw. 
(111.),  510;  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Mahoney,  4  Bradw.  (111.),  262;  Chi- 
cago &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Scheuring, 
Jd,  533;  North  Chicago  Rolling  Mills 
Co.  V.  Monka,  Id.  664;  Price  r.  Hen- 
agan,  5  Bradw.  234;  Colorado  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Ogden,  3  Col.  499;  Con- 
way V,  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  50  la. 
46");  Smith  v.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City 
&  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  69  Mo.  32;  Por- 
ter V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R. 
Co.,  71  Mo.  66,  9  Repr.  549;  Bait.  & 
Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Strieker,  51  Md. 
47;  Leonard  v.  Collins.  70  N.  Y.  90; 
De  Graff  r.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R. 
Co.,  76  N.  Y.  125;  S.  C.  3  Thomp.  & 
C.  255;  Holden  v.  Fitchburg  R.  R. 
Co.,  129  Mass  268;  Potts  v.  Port  Car- 
lisle D.  &  Ry.  Co.,  2  Law  Times,  N. 
S.,  283.  See  contra,  Lewis  r.  St. 
Louis  &  Iron  Mountain  R.  R.  Co.,  59 
Mo.  495,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  450. 

2  Locke  V.  S.  C.  &  P.  Ry.  Co.,  46  Ta. 
lOD,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  i:«;  N.  &  D. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Jones,  supra;  Hough  v. 


Railroad  Co.,  supra;  Central  R.  R, 
Co.  V.  Mitchell,  63 Ga.  173;  S.  C.  1  Am, 
&  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  145;  DeForest  v, 
Jewett,  19  Hun,  509. 

'Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Love,  10  Ind.  (Tanner);  554;  Lewis  v. 
St.  L.  &  I.  M.  R.  R.  Co..  suprn;  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Piatt,  89 
III.  141.  Knowledge  on  the  part  of 
the  company  will  be  presumed  from 
lapse  of  timn:  Holden  r.  Fitchburg 
R.  R.  Co.,  129  Mass.  268;  Chicago  & 
la.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Russell  91  111.  29S; 
Bridges  r.  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  & 
Southern  R.  R.  Co..  6  Mo.  App.  389. 

^  Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Love,  10  Ind.  (Tanner),  554;  Way  v. 
Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  40  la.  341,  8 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  400;  Dale  v.  St.  L.,  K. 
C.  &  N.  Ry.  Co.,  63  Mo.  455,  21  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  217;  Ladd  v.  New  Bedford 
R.  R.  Co.,  119  Mass.  412,  9  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  273.  And  the  burden  of  proof 
is  on  the  plaintiff  to  establish  negli- 
gence of  the  defendant,  and  ordinary 
care  by  himself:  Henry  v.  Staten  Isl- 
and Ry.  Co.,  81  N.  Y.  373;  S.  C.  10 
N.  Y.  Wkly.  Dig.  430;  Way  v.  III. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra;  Belair  v.  Chi- 
cago &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  43  la.  662, 
14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  575;  Price  v.  Hena- 
gan,  5  Bradw.  (III.),  234;  Campbell 
V.  Atlanta  &  Richmond  A.  L.  R.  R. 
Co..  53. Ga.  488;  Atlanta  A  R.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Campbell,  56  Ga.  586.  But 
mv?re  knowledge  of  the  defects  by  the 
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Bnt  although  it  is  ordinarily  the  duty  of  railroad  coinpanies  to 
furnish  safe  appliances,  cars  and  machinery,  for  their  employes, 
and  in  default  thereof  they  are  liable  for  injuries  resultino; 
from  such  default,  yet  this  rule  of  law  does  not  apply  to  cases 
where  employes  and  servants  of  railroad  companies  are  engaged 
in  removing  damaged  cars  upon  a  railroad  for  the  purpose  ot* 
having  them  repaired,  and  the  fact  of  their  damaged  condition  is 
known  to  such  servants  and  employes.^  * 


employe  will  not,  without  some  proof 
of  negligence,  defeat  his  recovery: 
Lewis  V.  St.  L.  &  1.  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  su- 
pra; Dale  r.  St.  L.,  K.  C.  &  N.  Ry. 
Co.,  supra;  Stoddard  v.  St.  Louis, 
Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  65 
Mo.  514;  Bridges  v.  St.  Louis,  Iron 
Mountain  &  Southern  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Mo. 
App.  389;  Shanny  v.  Androscoggin 
Mills.  66  Me.  420;  Kelley  v.  Silver 
Springs  Co.,  12  R.  I.  112;  Lake  Shore 
&  Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Fitz- 
^  Patrick,  31  Ohio  St.  479;  Mehan  v. 
Syracuse,  B.  &  N.  Y.  R.  R.  Co.,  73 
N.  Y.  585;  Hawley  t>.  Northern  Cent. 
Ry.  Co.,  17  Hun,  115;  Colorado 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ogden,  3  Col.  499; 
Britton  r.  Great  Western  Cotton  Co., 
Law  Rep.  7  Exch.  130.  Evidence  is  ad- 
missible that  plaintiff  notified  the  com- 
pany, or  its  proper  agents,  of  the  de- 
fect, and  was  requested  to  continue  in 
employment  under  a  promise  to  repair 
the  defect:  Harvey  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  & 
Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  19  Hun,  556; 
Patterson  v.  Pittsburg  &  Connellsville 
R.  R.  Co.,  76  Penn.  St.  389;  S.  C.  9 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  381.  And  such  action 
by  the  employe  will  not  be  a  waiver  of 
the  defect:  Belair  v.  C.  &  N.  W.  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra;  or  render  him  guilty, 
as  matter  of  law,  of  cx)ntributory  neg- 
ligence; this  is  a  question  for  the  jury: 
Hough  V.  Railroad  Co.,  100  U.  S.  213, 
21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  451;  Kelley  r.  Sil- 
ver Springs  Co.,  12  R.  I.  112;  Col. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ogden,  supra;  Mc- 
Gowan  v,  St.  Louis  &  Iron  Mountain 


R.  R.  Co.,  61  Mo.  528;  Conroy  v.  Yul- 
can  Iron  Works.  6  Mo.  App.  102;  S. 
C.  62  Mo.  35.  But  if  the  detects  be 
not  remedied  within  a  reasonable 
time,  the  servant  may  not  continue  to 
expose  himself  to  danger:  Crutchfield 
r.  Richmond  &  Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  76 
N.  Car.  320;  S.  C.  78  N.  Car.  300,  16 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  212;  Colorado  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.  'V.  Ogden,  supra.  But  see  con- 
tra, Mansfield  Coal  &  C.  Co.  v,  McEn- 
ery,  91  Penn.  St.  1^5;  S.  C.  37  Leg. 
Int.  28.  The  burden  of  proof  to  estab- 
lish the  contributory  negligence  of  the 
servant  is  on  the  company:  Hough  v. 
Railroad  Co.,  supra.  If  emploes, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  observe  the  condi- 
tion of  bridges,  etc.,  have  actu.Tl  or 
implied  notice  of  defects  therein,  or  in 
the  exercise  of  nasonable  diligence 
might  have  had,  the  company  is 
chargeable  with  negligence  in  not  re- 
pairing: Locke  r.  S.  C.  &  P.  Ry.  Co., 
46  la.  109,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  I38; 
Brabbits  v.  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  38 
Wis.  289.  It  is  not  proper,  however, 
in  order  to  prove  the  unsound  condi- 
tion of  a  bridge  which  has  fallen,  to 
produce  in  evidence  a  piece  of  timber 
from  a  part  of  the  bridge  which  did 
not  go  down;  but  it  may  be  admissi- 
ble for  other  purposes:  Mann  v.  S.  C. 
&  P.  Ry.  Co.,  46  la.  637,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  146. 

» Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ward, 
61  III.  130.  And  see  Flanagan  r.  Chi- 
cago &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  45  Wis.  98, 18 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  73. 
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In  determining  the  question  of  negligence,  the  jury  raaj  be  in- 
structed that  the  plaintiff  is  not  required  to  show,  by  direct 
testimony,  just  what  deceased  was  doing  at  the  instant  of  receiv- 
ing iiis  injury,  and  that  tlie  jury  may  take  into  consideration,  in 
weighing  the  evidence,  the  hazardous  nature  of  the  employment, 
and  give  due  weight  to  tlie  instincts  and  presumptions  which 
naturally  lead  men  to  avoid  injury.* 

There  must  be  Fome  evidence  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
company:  either  in  providing  improper  materials,  or  in  suffer- 
inor  materials  or  structures  which  have  become  defective  to  re- 
main  in  use.'  The  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  employe,  not  onh' 
to  clear  himself  of  contributory  negligence,  but  to  show  his  ig- 
norance of  the  defects  which  caused  the  injury.'  If  the  defect 
be  of  such  a  character  that  it  could  not  fail  to  be  observed,  the 
mere  use  will  charge  the  employe  with  knowledge;  but  if  it  l>e  a 
latent  defect^,  it  is  otherwise.*  In  the  latter  case,  both  parties  are 
excused.* 

No  custom,  however  uniform,  will  excuse  the  maintenance  of 
structures  unnecessarilj^  dangerous  to  employes.* 

Where  it  appears  a  conductor  has  instructions  indicating  the 


'  Way  V.  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co., 
9upra. 

=^Lad(l  V.  New  Bedford  R.  R.  Co., 
119  Mass.  412,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  273; 
Hanrathy  r.  Northern  Central  Ry.  Co., 
46  Md.  280,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  18S;  To- 
ledo, Peoria  &  Wars.iw  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Conroy,  61  111.  162,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
4M;  Toledo.  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
(Jo.  r.  Black,  88  HI.  112,  21  Am.  Ry. 
Kep.  290;  Indianapolis,  Bloominprton 

^  &  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  Toy,  91  111.  474; 

*  Kast  St.  Louis  P.  &  P.  Co.  v.  Hiffh- 
tower,  92  III.  139. 

'  Belair  r.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
Co.,  43  la.  662,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  575; 
Price  V.  Ilenapran,  5  Bradw.  (Ill  *),  234; 
Campbell  v.  Atlanta  &  Richmond  Air 
Line  R.  R.  Co.,  63  Ga.  4S«;  Atlanta 
&  R.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Cnmphell,  56  Ga.  5S6; 
Henry  v.  Staten  Island  Ry.  Co  ,  «1  N. 
Y.  373;  S.  C.  10  N.  Y.  Weekly  Dig. 
430.  But  see,  ronfra.  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Whittington,  30  Gratt 


805.  And  the  same  is  true  as  to  proof 
of  notice  of  defects,  or  negligence  in 
relation  thereto:  East  St.  Louis  P.  & 
P.  Co.  r.  Hightower,  92  III.  139;  Mans- 
field Coal  &  C.  Co.  V.  McEnery,  91 
Penn.  St.  185;  S.  C.  37  Leg.  Int.  2». 

*  Belair  r.  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra;  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Smithson,  45  Mich.  212;  S.  C.  1  Am. 
and  Eng.  R.  R.  Ca.s.  101.  But  set^ 
Wedgwood  v.  Chicago  &  Northwest 
em  Ry.  Co.,  44  Wis.  44,  19  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  393.  which  holds  this  rule  as  to 
the  company,  but  refuses  to  apply  it  U* 
an  employe,  in  the  absence  of  evidence 
that  he  was  in  charge  of  the  car  at  the 
time. 

«» Central  R.   R.  &  Banking  Co.  v. 
Kenney,  58  Ga.  485, 16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
131 ;  Porter  v.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph 
R.  R.  Co.,  71  Mo.  66;  S.  C.  9  Repi 
549. 

•  Dorspy  v.  Phillips  &  Colby  Const. 
Co.,  42  Wis.  583, 15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  M8. 
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dannrerons  condition  of  a  bridge,  it  will  be  for  the  jury  to  eay 
wiiether  the  omission  to  stop  before  attemptin<r  to  cross  the 
bridge,  amounts  to  negligence  on  his  part.^  And  a  switchman, 
engaged  in  coupling  cars  from  the  inside  of  a  curve,  who  catches 
his  foot  in  a  guard  known  by  him  to  exist,  and  is  thus  injured, 
is  guilty  of  greater  negligence  than  the  company,  and  can  not 
recover.' 

Railroad  companies  are  not  bound  to  build  the  bridges  across 
their  tracks  so  high  that  an  employe  standing  upon  the  top  of  a 
oar  will  not  be  injured;'  nor  are  they  liable  for  injuries  caused 
by  its  decaying  away  and  falling,  without  proof  of  knowledge  on 
their  part,  if  constructed  properly,  and  inspected  with  suflScient 
frequency  and  care.* 

The  use  and  employment  of  unsafe  and  defective  cars  or  ma- 
chinery, though  owned  by  another  company,  subjects  the  using 
company  to  the  same  liability  for  iqjury  occasioned  thereby  as 
though  it  were  the  owner.*  And  a  railroad  company  voluntarily 
using  the  defective  track  of  another,  is  liable  for  injuries  to  its 
passengers  or  employes  resulting  therefrom.*     But  if  the  use  of 


» Locke  V.  S.  C.  &  P.  Ry.  Co.,  46 
la.  109.  16Am.  Ry.  Rep.  138. 

2 Foster  v.  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.,  84  111.  164,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  4^)2; 
Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Bliss,  6 
Bradw.  (III.),  411.  See,  also,  affirm- 
ing the  general  doctrine  of  contribu- 
tory negligence  in  such  cases:  Gibson 
V.  Erie  Ry.  Co..  63  N.  Y.  449,  5  Hun. 
31;  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V,  Asbury,  84  111.  429;  Chicago  & 
Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rush.  Id.  570;  III. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Modglin,  85  111. 
481;  Same  v.  Patterson.  93  111.290; 
Penn.  Co.  f.  Hankey,  Id.  580;  Lake 
Shore  &  Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.  v, 
Roy,  5  Bradw.  (111.),  82;  Price  ©.  Hen- 
agan,  5  Bradw.  (III.),  234;  O'Neill  p. 
Keokuk  &  D.  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  la.  54G; 
Baird  v.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  55 
la.  121;  S.  C.  7  N.  W.  Re;  r.  496;  Col- 
orado CJenfc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ogden,  3  Col. 
499;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Whi^ 
tington,  30  Gratt.  805;  Memphis  «fe 
Charleston  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Thomas,  51 
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Miss.  637;  Evans  v.  Atlantic  &  Pac. 
R.  R.  Co.,  62  Mo.  49;  Atlantic  &  W. 
P.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Webb,  61  Ga.  586. 

•Baylor  v.  Del.,  Lack.  ^  Western 
R.  R.  Co.,  40  N.  J.  Law,  23,  17  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  :^4;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Strieker,  51  Md.  47;  Owen  p.  N.  Y. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Lans.  108;  Devitt 
t?.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co..  50  Mo.  302;  Pitts- 
burg &  Connellsville  B  R.  Co.  v.  Sent- 
meyer,  92  Penn.  St.  276;  S.  C.  37 
Leg.  Int.  194. 

*  Faulkner  p.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  49  Barb. 
324;  Warner  v.  Same,  Id.  558;  Har- 
rison r.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Vroom, 
293;  McDei-mott  v.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  30 
Mo.  115;  Brothers  p.  Cartter,  52  Mo. 
372;  Mansfield  Coal  &  C.  Co.  p.  Mc- 
Enery,  91  Penn.  St.  185;  S.  C.  37  I/eg. 
Int.  28. 

*St.  Louis  &  Southeastern  Ry.  Co. 
r.  Valirius,  56  Ind.  511,  18  Am.  Ry 
Rep.  116. 

•Stetler  v.  Chicago  &  Northwesteiii 
Ry.  Co.,  49  Wis.  609;  S.  C.  6  N.  W. 
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the  track  was  only  occasional,  and  for  special  purposes,  and  nn- 
der  special  instructions  to  those  in  charge  of  trains  as  to  the 
manner  of  running  thereoi),  the  liability  depends  upon  whether 
it  was  negligence  to  use  the  track  in  that  manner  and  for  that 
purpose.'  Where  it  is  made  the  duty  of  railroad  compnnies,  by 
statute,  to  receive  for  transportation  the  cars  of  other  compa- 
nies, they  can  not  be  charged  with  negligence  from  the  fact  that 
the  coupling  apparatus  of  such  cars  differed  from  its  own,  and 
was  more  dangerous,  nor  by  failure  to  notify  brakemen  of  tht- 
difference." 

10.  Contract  with,  for  ezeiaption  from  liability  for  injary. — 
In  some  of  the  states,  it  is  held  that  railroad  corporations  may 
lawfully  contract  with  employes  for  exemption  from  liabilitj-  for 
personal  injuries,  except  as  against  gross  or  criminal  neglect  of 
the  company  or  its  principal  officers;  and  such  is  the  doctrine 
in  Georgia.'  But  a  release  of  an  employe's  right  of  action 
against  the  company,  obtained  immediately  after  the  injur}',  and 
while  he  was  so  under  the  influence  of  drugs  and  opiates  as  to 
mentally  incapacitate  him  to  contract,  is  voidable,  and  not  a  de- 
fense to  the  action;*  and  the  employe  need  not  rep:iy,  or  oflFer 
to  repay,  the  money  obtained  as  a  consideration  for  such  release, 
before  he  can  maintain  his  action;  but  the  jury  should  credit 
the  amount  in  their  verdict* 

11.  His  character  of  servant  not  changed  to  that  of  passen- 
ger by  riding  on  the  cars  from  work. — Adhere,  by  the  terms  of 
his  employment,  a  laborer  is  carried  to  or  from  his  place  of  labor 
upon  the  gravel  train  of  the  company,  he  is  to  be  regarded  as 
still  a  servant  of  the  com])any  while  passing  to  or  from  his  place 
of  labor  upon  such  train,  and  as  bound  to  render  service  thereon, 
when  required  so  to  do,  during  transit  of  the  train,  and  therefore 
is  all  the  time  within  the  rule  that  exempts  the  employer  from 
liability  for  injuries  to  one  servant  flowing  from  the  negligence 
of  his  fellow  servant." 

Repr.  303,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  89;  Stet-  Bishop,  50  Geo.  465. 

ler  V.  Same,  46  Wis.  497,  21  Am.  Ry.  *Cbicago,  Rock  Island  &  Paci6c  R. 

Rep.  402.  R.  Co.  v.  Doyle,  18  Kans.  58,  15  Am. 

» Stetlcr  V.  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,   46  Ry.  Rep.  187.    And  see  Schultz  v.  Chi- 

Wis.  497.  cag^o  &  Northwestern  Ry.  Co.,  44  Wis. 

2  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Smithson,  63S,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  146. 

45  Mich.  212.  *C.,  R.  I.  &  V.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Doyle. 

» Western  &  Atlantic  R.  R  Co^  r.  •  Russell  v.  The  Hudson  River  R.  R. 
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12.  Competency  of,  as  witnesses. — In  an  action  against  a 
railrop.d  company  for  negligence,  the  engine  driver  or  other  serv- 
ant of  the  company  through  whose  negligence  the  injury  is  al- 
leged to  have  occurred,  rs  not,  at  common  law,  a  competent  wit- 
ness for  the  defendant.  If  the  defendant  be  convicted  of  negli- 
gence, and  be  mulcted  in  damages,  by  reason  of  his  neglect  or 
wrong  act,  he  is  liable  over  to  the  company  for  the  amount;  and  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  company  be  acquitted,  it  amounts  to  a  find- 
ing in  fact,  though  it  might  not  be  a  bar  to  an  action  against  him, 
that  there  was  no  negligence  on  his  part.  So,  in  either  event,  his 
interest  is  against  the  plaintiff,  and  his  evidence  is  not  permissible.' 

13.  The  burden  of  proof  of  unfitness  is  on  the  party  alleging 
it. — The  burden  of  proof  to  show  the  unfitness  of  an  employe, 
from  whose  conduct  injury  has  resulted  to  another  employe,  is 
upon  the  plaintiff,  in  an  action  for  damages  occasioned  by  such 
injury;'  the  presumption  is  in  favor  of  the  company,  that  it  used 
due  care  in  selecting  the  servant.'  But  general  reputation  of  un- 
fitness may  be  suflicient  to  put  the  employer  upon  inquiry;  and 
the  retention  of  an  employe  under  such  circumstances  may 
amount  to  negligence,  if  the  proof  be  such  as  to  bring  the  knowl- 
edo^e  home  to  the  employer,  or  to  charge  him  therewith.*  But  if 
the  knowledge  of  the  injured  employe  is  equal,  in  respect  to  the 
unfitness  of  the  eervant  causing  the  injury,  with  that  of  the  em- 
ployer, and  he  continue  in  the  service  without  complaint  thereof, 
then  their  negligence  is  mutual,  and  there  can  be  no  recovery. 

The  rule,  as  laid  down  in  Georgia,  is  that  where  the  injured 
servant  is  engaged  in  the  same  employment  causing  the  injury, 
the  omi8  is  upon  him  to  show  himself  without  fault.  This  be- 
ing done,  a  yjresuniption  arises  that  his  co-employes  were  negli- 
gent, and  the  omia  is  shifted  upon  the  company  to  show  them 
without  negligence.* 


Co.,  17  N.  y.  (3  Smith),  134.  Seo, 
co'.tra,  O'Donnell  t>.  Allegheny  R.  R. 
Co.,  50  Penn.  St.  490;  Gillen water  p. 
Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.,  5 
Ind.  :339. 

*  Galena  &  Chi.  Union  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Welch,  24  III.  31 ;  Chi.  &  Rock  Island 
R.  R.  Co.  p.  Hutchins,  34  111.  10^; 
(.'atawissa  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Armstrong,  49 
Penn.  St.  \^Q.  But  such  a  witness 
would  be  competent  for  the  plaint ifiF: 


Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton  R.  R. 
Co.  p.  Spratt,  2  Duvall,  4. 

*  Summerhays  p.  Kansas  Pacific  Ry^ 
Co.,  2  Coi.  484,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  m. 

*  Summerhays  p.  K.  P.  Ry.  Co. 

*  Chapman  p.  Erie  Ry.  Co.,  55  N.Y. 
579;  S.  C.  7  Am".  Ry.  Rep.  357. 

^Central  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  p. 
Kolly,  58  Ga.  107,  16  Am.  Ky.  Rep. 
114;  Same  v.  Kenney,  Id.  485, 16  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  131. 
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1.  Bound  to  carry,  If  paid. — Railroad  corporations  engaged 
in  the  business  of  carrying  good«  and  prof/erty  for  hire  are  com- 
mon carriers.*  As  such,  they  exercise  a  public  employment,  and 
are  bound  in  law  to  carry,  so  far  as  their  facilities  enable  them, 

'And  so    are   express   companies:      28  Ohio  St.  144,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  82. 
United  States  Exp.  Co.  v.  Backman, 
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whatever  is  oflTered  for  carriage,  and  is  proper  to  be  carried, 
it*  paid  therefor.'  They  are,  moreover,  bound  to  provide  rea- 
sonable means  of  carriage,  sufficient  to  meet  the  ordinary  de- 
mands and  necessities  of  the  business;  but  are  not  bound  to  be 
ready  to  meet  the  demand  of  any  unexpected  and  greatly  in- 
creased requirements.'  And  so  in  regard  to  passengers;  the 
same  principles  prevail.  Such  companies  are  not  bound  to  have 
in  readiness  transportation  for  an  unusual  number  of  passengers, 
greatly  beyond  the  number  reasonably  to  be  expected,  and  if 
they  present  themselves  in  such  excessive  numbers,  and  beyond 
the  immediate  means  of  transportation,  the  company  is  not  re- 
quired in  law  to  receive  them;'  but  if  it  does  receive  them,  it  is 
then  under  obligations  to  provide  transportation  for  them  as  in 
*  ordinary  cases,  unless  their  reception  be  with  notice  of  inability 
so  to  do,  and  on  conditions  relieving  the  company  from  the 
usual  responsibilities  in  that  respect/ 

To  excuse  the  carrier  from  his  obligation  to  carry,  upon  the 
ground  of  an  unusual  influx  or  accumulation  of  business,  be- 
yond the  immediate  abilities  of  the  company  to  meet,  the  refus- 
al must  be  made  before  receiving  the  articles  to  be  carried,  and 
must  be  refused  upon  that  ground.  If  the  goods  be  received  for 
carriage,  it  is  then  too  late  to  look  to  the  condition  or  state  of 
the  rolling  stock,  or  means  of  carriage.  If  once  actually  re- 
ceived for  carriage,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  carrier  to  send  them  for- 
ward without  delay.*  In  judging  of  the  diligence  of  a  railroad 
company  as  to  preparations  for  discharging  its  obligations  to 
the  public  as  a  common  carrier,  the  amount  of  business  ordina- 
rily done  by  the  road  is  the  only  proper  measure  of  its  obligation 
to  furnish  transportation.'  If  by  reason  of  a  sudden  and  unu- 
sual demand  for  stock  or  produce  in  the  market,  or  from  any  othei 
cause,  there  be  an  unexpected  influx  of  business  to  the  road, 
its  obligation  will  be  discharged  by  shipping  such  stock  or  prod- 

1  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  *  Faulkner  v.  South  Pacific  R.  R. 

People,  ex  rel.  Koemer,  67  111.  11.  Co.,  51  Mo.  311;  Tucker  v.  Pacific  R. 

^Evansville  &  Crawfordsville  R.  R,  R.  Co.,  60  Mo.  385. 

Co.  t>.  Duncan,  28  Ind.  441.  •Galena  &  Chi.  Union  R.  R.  Co.  v. 

'Evansville  &  Crawfordsville  R.  R.  Rae  and  others,  18  111.  488;  Wibert  v. 

Co,  t?.  Duncan,  28  Ind.  441.  New  York  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  19  Barb. 

*  Evansville  &  Crawfordsville  R.  R.  36;  Ballentine  v.  North  Mo.  R.  R.  Co., 

Co  r.  Duncan,  28  Ind.  441.  40  Mo.  491. 
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lice  in  the  order  and  priority  of  time  in  which  it  is  offered  at 
the  particular  station,  and  with  reasonable  dispatch.* 

As  common  carriers,,  railroad  companies  are  not  bound  by  law 
to  accept  goods  for  carriage,  by  the  company  to  whom  offered,  to 
be  carried  b2vond  the  terminus  of  its  own  road.*  But  the  ac- 
ceptance  of  goods  marked  to  a  place  beyond  such  terminus  may, 
in  the  absence  of  any  usage  to  the  contrary,  or  different  under- 
standing, amount,  pi^ma  facie^  to  an  undertaking  to  carry  to 
and  deliver  at  the  point  of  destination  so  marked  upon  the  goods,' 
If,  however,  the  bill  of  lading,  or  receipt  given  for  the  goods, 
indicate  a  different  or  limited  obligation,  the  shipper  is  bound 
thereby,  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  mistake.* 

A  railroad  company  is  chargeable  as  a  common  carrier  of  a 
railroad  car  delivered  to  and  received  by  it  for  carriage,  if  ex- 
clusively within  the  control  of  the  carrier  company,  during 
transportation,  and  whilst  held  by  it  for  carriage.'  But  it  is  not 
liable  for  property  which  is  being  carried,  if  lost  by  reason  of 
the  interference  of  the  owner.' 

An  agreement  by  a  railroad  company  to  carry  for  a  certain 
time  at  fixed  rates,  is  a  continuing  agreement  for  such  time;  and 
the  refusal  of  the  company  to  carry  according  to  the  contract  will 
render  it  liable  to  an  action.' 

Where  it  is  the  custom  oi  a  railroad  company  to  carry  back, 
free  of  charge,  the  empty  grain  sacks  of  shippers  who  send  grain 
over  its  road,  then  the  consideration  paid  for  tlie  shipment  of  the 
grain  is,  in  law,  such  a  consideration  for  the  carriage  of  the 
sacks  on  return,  under  the  custom,  as  will  hold  the  company 
liable  for  the  loss  thereof,  to  the  extent  of  a  common  carrier's 
liability  for  goods  received  to  be  carried  for  reward."    But  no 


'  Galena  &  Chi.  Union  R.  R.  Co.  ©. 
Rae  and  others.  18  111.  488;  Wibert  r. 
New  York  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  19  Barb. 
.'56;  Ballentine  v.  North  Mo.  R.  R.  Co., 
AO  Mo.  491. 

^MuUi^n  r.  111.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  36 
Iowa,  181. 

3  Mulligan  v.  111.  Cent.  Ry.  Co..  36 
Iowa,  181. 

^MuHigan  r.  111.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  36 
Iowa,  181. 

^  New  Jersey  R.  R.  &  T.  Co.  v.  Tlie 


Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Dutch.  100. 

«  Roderick  r.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  West  Va. 
54. 

'  Harvey  v.  Conn.  &  Passumpsic 
Rivere  R.  R.  Co.,  124  Mass.  421,  18 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9. 

» Pierce  v.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co., 
23  Wis.  387.  The  additional  induce- 
ment thus  held  out  to  shippers  is  a 
consideration,  valuable  in  itself,  oe- 
tween  the  parties.  It  becomes,  in 
fact,  although  f,  caaiom,  part  of  the 
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outside  terms  as  to  return  duties  can  be  imposed  by  the  shipper; 
therefore  a  railroad  company  will  not  be  regarded  in  law  as  un- 
dertaking to  add  to  its  duties  of  common  carrier  of  freights  that 
also  of  collector  of  moneys  due  from  the  consignee  as  the  pur- 
chaser  of  such  freights,  without  an  express  agreement  so  to  do; 
and  the  letters  C.  O.  D.  on  the  box  containing  the  freights,  and 
in  connection  with  the  name  of  the  consignee,  will  not  amount 
to  evidence  of  such  an  agreement  or  undertaking.'  In  such  case, 
an  ordinary  delivery  of  the  goods  to  the  consignee  discharges  the 
company,'  if  no  other  reason  exist  to  the  contrary. 

2.  May  not  discriminate  between  shippers. — Kegarding  rail- 
road corporations  in  the  light  of  common  carriers  at  common 
law,  they  are  bound  to  accommodate  all  persons  alike,  who  resort 
to  their  lines  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  their  effects.  They 
may  not  say,  I  will  carry  for  one,  and  not  for  another;  or,  I  will 
carry  at  one  price  for  one,  and  at  a  different  price  for  another; 
or,  in  the  language  of  the  court,  in  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Railway  Company  v.  The  People,  ex  rel.  of  Hempstead,  I 
"  will  deliver  goods  at  the  warehouse  of  A  and  B,  but  will  not 
deliver  at  the  warehouse  of  C.  the  latter  presenting  equal  facili- 
ties for  the  discharge  of  freight,  and  being  accessible  on  respond- 
ent's line."  They  must  receive  and  carry  goods  for  all  persons 
alike,  without  injurious  discrimination  as  to  terms.' 

In  New  Hampshire,  this  common  law  rule  not  only  prevails, 
but  is  snbstantially  re-enacted  by  statute.  The  carriage  must 
be  for  all  alike,  under  like  circumstances.* 

And  likewise  in  Delaware,  a  common  carrier  is  one  who 
carries  persons  or  things  for  others  generally,  for  hire  and 
reward.     lie  exercises  a  sort  of  public  employment,  and  is  bound 


contraft  of  aflPrpiglitmont,  and  is  in- 
separable from  the  consideration  to  1)6 
paid  by  the  shipper.  An  action  would 
lie  for  refusal  to  carry  the  bagn  back 
free  of  further  compensation ;  and  if 
it  would,  there  is  a  consideration  at 
the  bottom  of  it.  An  action  will  not 
lie  on  a  mere  naked  promise. 

1  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Merrill, 
48  111.  42'.. 

« Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ky.  Co.  v.  Merrill, 
48  III.  423. 


»Chi.  &  N.  Western  Ry.  Co.  v. 
The  People,  ex  rel.  Hempstead,  56 
111.365;  Wheeler  v.  San  Francisco  & 
Alameda  R.  R.  Co.,  31  Cal,  46; 
Bennett  r.  Dutton,  10  N.  Hamp.  481; 
McDufFee  v,  Portland  &  Rochester  R. 
R.  Co.,  52  N.  H.  430;  S.  C.  2  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  261. 

*McDuffeet7.  Portland  &  Rochester 
R.  R.  Co.,  52  N.  Hamp.  430;  S.  C.  2 
Am.  Ry.  Reps.  261;  Bennett  v.  But- 
ton, 10  N.  H.  481. 
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to  serve  all  alike,  and  on  like  terms.  He  is  an  insurer  of  thint^ 
carried,  whilst  a  warehouseman  is  bound  only  to  ordinary  care.* 
llis  liability  begins  on  receipt  of  the  goods,  as  a  carrier,  of  prop- 
erty properly  packed,  and  terminates  on  delivery  of  the  same  to 
the  consignee;  or  if  he  be  not  present  on  their  arrival  at  the 
place  of  destination,  they  are  to  be  there  stored,  and  the  liability 
as  carrier  ceases.  If  stored  in  the  carrier's  own  warehouse,  his 
liability  is  thenceforth  that  of  a  warehouseman  only.'  The  cost 
of  storage  is  chargeable  to  the  owner,  and  is  a  lien,  as  are  the 
costs  of  carriage,  upon  the  goods.' 

They  exercise  a  public  employment;  such  has  been  the 
ruling  in  England,  as  to  common  carriers,  from  an  early  day,* 
which  rulings,  as  far  as  we  know,  have  not  been  departed  from 
in  this  country,  but  are  respected  and  recognized  as  laji^  in  our 
courts.*^  It  follows,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  they  may 
not  discriminate  unjustl}-,  but  must  deal  fairly  with  the  public* 
Accepting  a  charter,  and  voluntarily  organizing  under  a  general 
incorporation  law,  as  such  common  carriers,  subjects  them  to  the 
common  law  duties  and  responsibilities  of  such  persons  and 
bodies,  whether  natural  or  corporate;  and  though  they  have  a 
right  to  fix  their  own  charges,  consistent  with  law,  for  transpor- 
tation, yet  it  is  only  such  right  to  fix  the  same  as  natural  persons 
have  in  performing  the  functions  of  common  carriers;  as  the 
latter  may  not  unjustly  discriminate,  so  may  not  railroad  com- 
panies.' 

Nor  may  they  make  unreasonable  charges,  though  they  be 
uniformly  applied  to  all  persons,  without  discrimination.  They 
can  not  practice  extortion  on  the  public,  any  more  than  they  can 


>  McHeniy  v,  Phila..  Wilminorton  & 
Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Del.  (4  Harring- 
ton), 448;  Culbreth  r.  Phila.,  Wilm. 
&  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Houston,  392. 

"McHenry  v.  Phila.,  Wilmington 
&  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Del.  448;  Cul- 
breth V.  Phila. ,  Wilm.  &  Bait.  R.  R. 
Co.,  3  Houst.  392. 

» McHenry  r.  The  Phila.,  Wilm.  & 
Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Del.  44^;  Culbreth 
V.  Phila.,  Wilm.  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  3 
Houston,  392. 

*Coggs  V.  Bernard,  2  Lord  Ray- 
mond's Reps.  909. 


»Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  9.  The 
People,  ex  rel,  of  Koerner  et  al,  67 
111.  11. 

•Vincent  r.  The  Chi.  &  Alton  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  111.  33;  People  v.  Chi.  & 
Alton  R.R.  Co.,  55  111.  Ill;  Chi.  & 
N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  r.  The  People,  ex  rel. 
Hempstead  et  al.,  56  111,  365;  Chi.  & 
Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  People,  ex  rel. 
of  Koerner  et  ah,  67  111.  11. 

'Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  p.  The 
People,  ex  rel.  Koerner  et  aU,^  67 
111.  11,  17,  18. 
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refuse  to  serve  them  at  all;  for  if  the  one  be  allowed,  then  it 
may  be  made  so  unreasonable  or  unendurable  as  lo  prevent  the 
acceptance  of  service  at  all.^  The  mode  of  controlling  these 
common  law  duties  may  be  prescribed  by  enactment  of  law.' 

By  Article  XI,  Sec.  15,  of  tlie  present  constitution  of  Illinois, 
this  common  law  inhibition  of  discrimination  and  extortioli  is 
expressly  adopted,  and  it  is  further  provided  thereby  that  it 
may  be  enforced  by  penalties  commensurate  with  the  emergency, 
even  to  the  extent  of  forfeiture  of  franchise."  But  a  law  impos- 
ing this  extreme  penalty  of  forfeiture  for  the  first  offense  is 
unconstitutional  and  void,  as  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tutional provision  which  declares  that  "all  penalties  shall  be 
proportioned  to  the  nature  of  the  offense,"  as  also  to  that  clause 
prohibiting  discrimination,  which  allows  enforcement  thereof 
only  by  "  adequate  penalties,  to  the  extent,  if  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  of  forfeiture  of  their  property  and  franchises."* 
Again,  the  discrimination,  to  be  illegal,  must  be  unjust^  and 
any  statute  inhibiting  the  same  should  afford  an  opportunity  to 
the  corporation,  by  a  day  in  court,  to  defend,  and  to  be  heard  as 
to  the  reason  and  fitness  thereof.* 

Although  railroad  corporations,  as  common  carriers,  can  not  be 
compelled,  from  the  very  nature  of  their  manner  of  transporta- 
tion, to  ordinarily  deliver  goods  carried  by  them  at  the  places  of 
business  of  consignees,  yet  the  exception  in  this  respect  is  by 
rca^son  of  the  inability  to  carry  off  of  their  line  of  rails.  But 
where  that  inability  does*  not  exist,  or  is  not  in  the  way  of  reach- 
ing the  place  of  business  of  the  consignee,  then,  inasmuch  as  the 
reason  of  tliQ  exemption  ceases  to  exist,  so  the  exemption  itself 
ceases.  Therefore  railroad  carriers  are  bound  to  receive  and 
carry  grain  in  bulk  over  their  roads  deliverable  at,  and  are  bound 
to  deliver  it  at,  the  elevator  of  the  consignee  on  the  main  line  or 
side  track  of  such  companies,  owned  or  used  by  them.'    They 

iChi.   &   Alton  R.   R.   Co.  r.  The  11.  26,  27. 

People,  ex  rel,    Koerner  et  als.,  67  'Chi.   &  Alton  R.   R.  Co.  v.  The 

111.  11,  22,  23.  People,  ex  rel,  Koerner  et  al,  67  III. 

2  Chi   &  Alton  R.   R.   Co.   v.  The  11,26,27. 

People,  supra,  •Vincent    and   another  v.   Chi.   & 

«Chi.  3c  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  People,  Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  49  111.  33;  Chi.  &  N. 

supra.  W.  Ry.  Co.    v.  Thf»   People,  ex  rel. 

♦Chi.   &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  Hempstead,  56  111.  365. 
People,  ex  rel,  Koerner  et  al.t  67  111. 
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are  also  bound  to  carry,  in  sncli  cases,  for  all  persons  alike,  an  1 
Hjay  not  discriminate  between  persons  in  reference  to  such  bubi- 


ness. 


Any  contract  giving  exclusive  privileges  to,  or  discriminating 
in  favor  of,  certain  owners  of  grain  or  of  elevators,  will  be  void, 
60  far  as  regards  the  interests  of  persons  requiring  like  services, 
and  who  are  not  parties  to  such  contract.' 

The  duties  of  railroad  companies  and  rights  of  shippers  may 
be  enforced  in  this  respect  by  proceedings  of  mandamus  against 
such  companies;'  also  by  injunction.* 

Though  railroad  corporations,  as  common  carriers,  are  ordi- 
narily bound  to  accommodate  all  persons  alike,  and  upon  like 
terms — that  is,  all  are  entitled  to  be  carried,  and  have  freight 
carried,  at  the  ordinary  regular  rate — yet  they  are  not  in  law  pro- 
hibited  from  carrying  in  particular  instances,  either  as  a  matter 
of  benevolence  or  favor,  or  as  a  means  of  procuring  an  advan- 
tage and  profit  to  themselves  in  their  business  of  carriers,  for  a 
less  rate.  They  may  not  require  some  to  pay  more  than  their 
rci^nlar  rates;  but  they  may,  in  exceptional  cases,  carry  for  some 
for  less.*    The  provision  of  the  Louisiana  code,  that  "every  act 


*  Vincent  ami  another  r.  Chi.&  Alton 
R.  K.  Co.,  49  111.  38;  Chi.  &  N.  W. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  The  People,  ex  rel.  Hemp- 
stead, 56  III.  o65;  Cumberland  Viilley 
R.  R.  Co.'s  Appeal,  62  Penn.  St.  200; 
Camblos  r.  Phil.  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co., 
4  Brcwst.  622;  Messenger  v.  Penn.  R. 
R.  Co.,  7  Vroom,  407. 

2  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  The 
People,  ex  rel.  Hf^mpstead,  56  Til.  865; 
Sandford  v.  Catawissa,  W.  &  E.  R.  R. 
Co.,  24  Penn.  St.  87S;  Audenried  v. 
Phil.  &  Reiulmg  R.  R.  Co.,  68  Id. 
oTO;  McDuffoe  v.  Portland  &  Roches- 
ter R.  R.  Co.,  52  N.  H.  430;  New  Eng- 
land Exp.  Co.  V.  Me.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
57  Me.  188. 

*Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  The 
People,  ex  rel.  Hempstead,  56  III. 
865. 

*  Vincent  and  another  v.  Chi.  & 
Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  49  III.  33. 

'Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Gage,  12 


Gray  (Mass.),  393;  Sargent  v.  Boston 
&  Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  115  Mass.  422; 
McUufFee  v.  P.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra; 
Tlie  Eclipse  Towboat  Co.  v.  The 
Pontchartrain  R.  R.  Co.,  24  La  An.  1. 
Tlie  case  last  cited  involved  a  discrim- 
ination made  in  consideration  of  a 
large  loan  of  money,  and  for  other 
reasons  advantageoui  to  the  railroad 
company,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Louisiana,  Howe,  J.,  say:  **  The  case 
is  narrowed,  then,  to  the  inquiry 
whether  there  was  anything  unlawful 
and  legally  injurious  to  plaintiflfe  in 
the  agreement  made  by  the  Pontchar- 
train  Railroad  Company  with  Charles 
Morgan,by  which,  in  the  language  of 
their  trade,  they  "pro-rated'*  the 
through  freight  with  him  to  and  from 
New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  and  dotlined 
to  further  pro-rate  with  plaintiffs. 
We  can  not  perceive  anythin«r  illicit 
in  this  agreement.    The  plaintiffs  do 
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wliatever  of  man  that  causes  damage  to  anotljer,  oblii^es  him 
by  whose  fault  it  happened  to  rej)air  it,"  is,  in  the  courts  of  said 
state,  construed  as  controlled  and  characterized  by  the  word 
fault  therein,  so  as  to  require  the  act  to  be  a  faulty,  or  in  some 
respects  a  wrong  one,  in  order  to  incur  the  liability  to  make 
amends  declared  by  the  statute.*  Ilence,  although  from  the  act 
01  another  injury  ensue  to  a  person,  no  liability  therefor  attaches, 
under  the  said  code,  if  the  one  committing  the  act  be  not  in 
fault' 

It  is  held  not  to  be  a  violation  of  the  statute  of  Illinois,  in- 
liibiting  discrimination  in  rates  of  transportation  as  between 
shippers,  for  a  railroad  company  to  agree  to  make  a  rebate  to  the 
shipper  of  a  certain  per  cent,  of  the  freights  accruing  on  his 
fihipments,  the  rate  of  transportation  itself  agreed  on  being  tiie 
regular  and  legally  autliorized  rate.  Where  the  contract  is  to 
carry  at  the  customary  rates,  the  ruling  in  Illinois  is,  that  a  re- 


not  pretend  that  the  railroad  charged 
them,  or  the  puWic  gfenerally,  too 
much,  but  that  it  charged  Morgan  too 
little.  What  law  did  they  violate  in 
80  doing?  No  statute  of  Louisiana 
has  been  infringed ;  none  is  quoted  by 
appellants  except  the  charter  of  the 
company,  and  that  is  silent  on  the 
6ul)ject":  24  La.  Ann.  13.  And  in 
the  case  cited  froni  12  Gray,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  ilassaoluisetts  say, 
in  treating  of  this  subject:  "The  prin- 
ciple derived  from  that  source  is  very 
plain  and  simple.  It  requires  equal 
justice  to  all.  But  the  equality  which 
is  to  Iks  observed  in  relation  to  the 
public  Rud  tocvory  individual  consists 
in  tb©  restricted  right  to  charge,  in 
each  particular  case  of  service,  a  reason- 
able compensation,  and  no  more.  If 
the  carrier  confines  himself  to  this,  no 
wrong  *^An  be  done,  and  no  cause  af- 
forded f«>r  complaint.  If,  for  special 
reasons,  in  isolttted  cases,  the  carrier 
eees  fit  to  stipulate  for  the  carriage  of 
goocls  or  merchandise  of  any  class 
for  individuals,  for  a  certain  time  or 
in  certain  quantities  for  less  compen- 


sation than  what  is  the  usual,  neces- 
sary and  reasonable  rate,  he  may 
undoubtedly  do  so  without  thereby  en- 
titling all  other  persons  and  parties  to 
tlip  same  advantage  and  relief." 

J  The  Eclipse  Towboat  Co.  «.  The 
Pontchartrain  R.  R.  Co.,  24  La.  An.  1. 
In  this  case,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Louisiana,  Howe,  J.,  says:  "There 
is  no  room  for  doubt  at  the  present 
time  as  to  the  moaning  of  this  lan- 
guage. It  is  copied  literally  from  the 
Code  Napoleon,  and  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  numerous  decisions  and  abun- 
dant commentary.  The  phrase  "every 
act"  is  controlled  by  the  word  * 'fault," 
and  it  results  that  the  party  bound 
must  be  in  fault;  that  is  to  say,  his 
conduct  must  be,  in  the  general  sense 
of  the  word,  unlawful.  No  one  can  be 
held  liable  for  the  regular  and  prudent 
exercise  of  a  legal  right  that  belonsrs 
to  him."    p.  12. 

2  Klein,  for  the  use,  etc.,  v.  Crescent 
City  R.  R.  Co.,  2:5  La.  An.  729j  Hube- 
ner  v.  New  Orleans  k  Carrollton  R.  R. 
Co.  et  al.,  23  La.  An.  492. 
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bate  in  the  charges,  to  be  paid  by  the  company  to  the  shipper,  is 
matter  of  private  and  legitimate  arrangement  between  these 
parties,  and  is  not  illegal,  but  will  be  enforced.* 

3.  May  DOt  discriminate  between  express  companies. — As 
common  carriers,  railroad  companies  owe  the  duty  to  the  public 
of  carrying  fur  all  alike.  This  duty  extends  not  only,  as  has 
been  seen,  to  ordinary  consignors,  but  is  alike  applicable  to 
express  companies,  whose  business  it  is  to  carry  goods  and  other 
valuables  for  hire.  Therefore  such  railroad  companies  may  not 
gz'ant  exclusive  privileges,  b}'  contract  or  otherwise,  of  doing  c^r 
carrying  on  the  express  business  over  their  lines,  to  a  particular 
express  company  or  companies,  person  or  persons,  nor  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  chartering  and  running  or  using  express  cars 
thereon,  but  must,  in  that  respect,  extend  equal  facilities  alike  to 
all.  To  this  duty  they  are  as  much  bound  as  to  the  duty  of 
carrying  other  freight,  as  ordinary  carriers,  alike  for  all.'    .   . 

The  Maine  Central  Railroad  Company  contracted  with  the 
Eastern  Express  Company,  in  1865,  to  give  to  said  express  com- 
pany a  specified  space  in  a  car  to  be  attached  to  the  passenger 
trains  of  the  railroad  company,  and  to  carry  the  agents  and 
property  of  the  express  company,  on  specified  terms,  and  agreed 
that  they  would  not  grant  or  let  any  similar  space  in  any  car 
or  cars  attached  to  the  passenger  trains,  or  run  with  them  upon 
the  road  of  said  railroad  company,  to  any  other  persons,  as  ex- 
press carriers,  during  the  continuance  of  said  contract,  which 
was  to  terminate  in  December,  1869.  The  New  England  Ex- 
press Company  applied  to  said  railroad  company  for  similar 
])rivileges  and  rights,  and  after  giving  reasonable  notice  of  their 
intention  so  to  do,  ofiered,  at  Bangor,  to  said  railroad  company, 
packages  and  express  matter  and  property,  such  as  is  usually 
carried  by  express  companies,  and  required  the  same  to  be  car- 
ried in  such  passenger  trains,  and  were   ready  to  pay  or  secure 


» Toledo,  W.  &  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Elli- 
ott e^aZ.,  76111.67. 

2  Sandford  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Penn.  St. 
R.  3.^2;  Chi.  &  N.  Western  Ry.  Co.  v. 
The  People,  ex  rel,  Hempstead,  56  111. 
365;  New  Eny^land  Express  Co.  v.  The 
Maine  Cent.  U.  It.  Co.,  57  Maine,  188; 
8.  C.  2  Am.  R.  31.  In  the  first  cited 
case  the  court  say:  *'lf  it  [the  com- 


pany] possessed  this  power,  it  might 
build  up  one  set  of  men  and  destroy 
others,  advance  one  kind  of  business 
and  break  down  another;  and  might 
make  even  relig-ion  and  politics  the 
tests  in  the  distribution  of  its  faeors. 
The  rights  of  the  people  are  hot  snb- 
joct  to  any  snch  corporate  control." 
24  Penn.  St.  383. 
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the  payment  of  a  reaso^nable  Bnm  for  such  service,  and  offered 
to  comply  with  all  the  nsual  and  reasonable  rules  of  tran8|X)rta- 
tion  of  express  matter.  The  railroad  company  refused  to  re- 
ceive and  transport  the  same  on  their  passeni^er  train,  in  which 
other  express  matter  was  carried  for  said  other  exi)re88  company 
at  the  same  time.  Thereupon,  the  New  England  Express  Com- 
pany, by  reason  of  such  refusal,  brought  an  action  on  the  case 
against  the  railroad  company,  to  recover  damages  for  such  re- 
fusal, and  the  Supreme  Court  of  Maine,  Appleton,  C.  J.,  in  an 
able  opinion,  and  after  a  most  searching  review  of  the  subject, 
held  that  the  action  was  maintainable,  and  ordered  the  case  back 
to  the  nisi  prizes  for  assessment  of  damages.*  In  considering 
this  case,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Maine  say:  "Common  carriers 
are  bouud  to  carry  indifferently,  within  the  usual  range  of  their 
business,  for  a  reasonable  compensation,  all  freight  offered,  and 
all  passengers  who  may  apply.  For  similar  equal  services,  they 
are  entitled  to  the  same  compensation.  All  applying  have  an 
equal  right  to  be  transported,  or  to  have  their  freight  transported, 
in  the  order  of  their  application.  They  can  not  legally  give  un- 
due and  unjust  preferences,  or  make  unequal  and  extravagant 
charges." ' 

Nor  does  it  alter  the  case  that  the  railroad  company  has  rules, 
and  has  a  right  to  nmke  them,  against  the  transportation  of  mer- 
chandise or  property  of  any  description  in  passenger  trains. 
Such  rules  are  well  enough,  if  adiiered  to;  but  if  set  at  naught 
for  one  person,  or  in  one  ease,  they  may  not  be  enforced  against 
others.     All  must  be  treited  alike  in  that  respect.' 

The  carrier  can  not  escape  .the  common  law  duty  and  liability 
by  fencing  off  a  part  of  a  car,  or  by  setting  apart  a  whole  car, 
for  one  particular  person  or  conipany,  and  excluding  others  from 
like  privileges,  and  thus  avoid  the  performance  of  such  duties  to 
the  public  as  devolve  upon  and  are  required  of  common  carriers. 
It  is  none  the  less  a  carriage  of  merchandise,  though  carried 
apart,  in  this  manner,  from  itself.     If  done  merely  as  a  mutual 

'  New   England    Express    Co.    v.  as  &  Pac.  Ry.  Co.,  6  Fed.  Repr.  426; 

Maino  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  57  Maine,  18S;  S.  C.  1  Am.  and  Engr.  R.  R.  Cas.  617, 

S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  31.    See  also,  as  in  ac-  618. 
cord  therewith,  Bennett  v.  Dutton,  10         *  57  Me.  194. 
N.  H.  481;   Sandford  t?.  R.  R.  Co.,  24         'New    England     Express     Co.    v. 

Penn.  St.  378;  Texas  Exp.  Co.  v.  Tex-  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  57  Maine,  183. 
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convenience  (in  a  sinorle  instance),  and  not  as  a  practice,  and  to 
avoid  or  evade  the  common  duty  due  to  all,  and  to  give  thereby 
a  monopoly  or  unjust  preference  to  one  or  more  persons  or  com- 
panies over  others,  the  law  will  tolerate  it  as  a  matter  of  tempo- 
rary comity;  but  when  resorted  to  as  a  shift  or  evasion,  by 
which  to  elude  the  law  and  give  advantages  to  particular  per- 
sons, companies  or  shippers  over  others,  it  will  not  be  tol- 
erated.' 

Such  is  tlie  settled  doctrine  of  the  common  law,  irrespective 
of  statutory  regulations  to  the  same  effect;  and  if,  after  the  or- 
ganization of  a  carrier  corp.)ration  as  a  railroad  company,  stat- 
ur>es  are  enacted  imposing  such  equal  performance  of  duties  by 
the  company,  it  is  no  infringement  of  charter  rights,  for  the 
same  duties  exist  at  common  law.  Nor  can  such  statutes  be  ob- 
jected to  in  such  cases  as  retroactive,  if  such  they  be,  for  being 
merely  in  affirmance  of  the  common  law  duties  already  resting 
on  the  company,  they  neither  affect  the  rights  of  the  parties  in 
one  way  or  the  other,  unless  it  may  be  by  the  remed\'  or  redress 
afforded  thereby.  Seeing,  then,  that  the  whole  public  are  equally 
entitled  to  the  advantao:es  and  conveniences  arisino^from  thedu- 
ties  of  a  common  carrier,  it  follows,  from  the  verv  nature  of  this 
right,  that  it  must  l)e  extended  to  all  alike,  and  that  no  special 
privileges  can  be  granted  to  one  or  more  persons  or  companies, 
and  denied  to  others.' 

The  statute  of  Massachusetts,  of  1867,  requiring  like  and 
equal  terms  of  transportation  and  service  to  all  persons,  does 
not  have  the  effect  of  preventing  railroad  companies  themselves 
from  engaging  in  the  business  of  expressmen,  and  at  the  same 
time  refusing  to  carry  express  cars  for  others;'  and  b\'^  a  parity 
of  reasoning,  neither  does  the  common  law.  They  may  decline 
to  haul  express  cars  altogether,  if  they  wish  to,  as  not  a  duty 
imposed  on  them  as  common  carriers.  Tliey  are  not  required  to 
extend  to  express  companies  other  facilities  or  advantages  than 
those  which  are  furnished  to  individuals  generally,  or  as  pertain 
ordinarily  to  the  duties  of  common  carriers.  They  are  not 
bound  to  carry  for  other  carriers  in  separate  cars  to  be  controlled 

*  New    England    Express    Co.     v,  Sandford  ©.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Penn.  St. 

Maine  Cent,  R.  R.  Co.,  57  Maine,  l-SS.  378. 

-  New    England    Express    Co.    t\  *  Sargent  v.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R. 

Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  57  Maine,  188;  Co.,  115  Mass.  416. 
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by  them.     They  are  only  required  to  carry  on  consignment,  tlie 
goods  to  be  controlled  during  transit  and  delivered  by  themselves.* 

4.  Not  bound  to  receive  or  carry  dangerous  property. — A 
railroad  company,  or  other  common  carrier,  is  not  bound  to  re- 
ceive for  carriage,  or  bound  to  carry,  articles  of  a  dangerous  or 
combustible  character,  and  which  endanger  the  safety  of  per- 
sons, freight  or  trains,  or  which  will  endanger  consignees,  or 
other  persons  receiving  or  handling  the  same.' 

They  are  not  only  excused  from  receiving  and  carrying  such 
Articles,  but  are  liable  for  injuries  resulting  therefrom  to  others 
necessarily  handling  or  receiving  the  same,  in  ignoraTice  of  the 
dangerous  quality  thereof,  if  the  company  so  carrying  such  arti- 
cle do  so  with  knowledi^e  of  its  dangerous  character.'  But  if  the 
company  be  ignorant  of  the  dangerous  character  of  the  property, 
and  there  be  nothing  in  the  appearance  thereof,  or  other 
circumstances  in  relation  to  it,  calculated  to  cause  suspicions  to 
be  entertained  as  to  its  dangerous  character,  then  the  company 
receiving  and  transporting  it  are  not  liable  for  an  accident  or 
injuries  growing  out  of,  or  resulting  from,  its  carriage,  or  of 
the  reception  and  handling  thereof  by  those  to  whom  consigned, 
or  by  their  servants,  or  the  employes  of  the  company,  or  others 
through  whose  hands  it  may  pass  in  its  transit,  or  into  whose 
hands  it  may  come  at,  or  after  arriving  at,  its  place  of  destina- 
tion.* Such,  too,  is  the  ruling  in  England.*  Nor  is  the  company 
bound  to  know,  or  chargeable  with  knowledge  of,  the  dangerous 
character  of  such  property  carried  by  it,  unless  there  be  circum- 
stances c.Jculated  to  cause  suspicions  in  the  minds  of  persons 
of  ordinary  prudence,  receiviTig  the  same  for  carriage;  but 
where  such  suspicious  circumstances  or  appearances  exist,  it  is 
then  the  right,  and  indeed  the  duty,  of  the  carrier  to  require 
information,  amounting  to  a  reasonable  certainty,  of  the  true 
character  of  the  article  oflored  for  carriage.'  And  a  failure  to 
exact  such  information,  where  circumstances  require  it,  will,  it 

*  Sargent  v,  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Shanly, 

Co.,  115  Mass.  416.  107  Mass.  576. 

2  Boston    &  Albany  R.   R.  Co.   v.  ♦Parrott  r.  Wells,    15  Wall.  524; 

Shanly,  107  Mass.  576.    See,  to  same  Pierce  v.  Winsor,  2  Clifford,  18. 

purport,  rulings  in  England:    Crouch  ''  Williams  v.  East  India  Co.,  3  East, 

r.  London  &  N.  W.   R.  W.   Co.,  14  192. 

Common  Bench,  291.  •  Parrott  v.  Wells,  15  Wall.  524. 

» Parrott  r.  Wells,   15  Wall.   524; 
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is  believed,  render  the  company  liable  for  injuries,  in  like"n:a\i- 
ner  as  if  carried  with  knowledpje  thereof.* 

In  all  such  cases,  however,  of  injuries  arising  from  the  dan- 
gerous character  of  goods  transported,  or  delivered  for  trans- 
portation, which  are  of  a  dangerous  character,  rendering  them 
dangerous  in  their  carriage  or  handling,  it  is  the  duty  of  tlie 
consignor  or  shipper  to  give  notice  of  tlicir  dangerous  character 
to  the  company,  or  its  agents  or  servants  receiving  the  same,  at 
the  time  the  same  is  offered  for  shipment;  and  in  default  of 
giving  such  notice,  the  shipper  becomes  responsible  for  injuries 
resulting  from  the  dangerous  character  of  the  property  to  per- 
sons ignorant  thereof,  whether  such  persons  be  employes,  or  the 
company,  or  warehousemen,  or  consignees  of  the  goods,  or  serv- 
ants of  such  consignees.'     Such,  likewise,  is  the  English  rule.' 

5.  Not  bound  to  deliver  goods  elsewhere  than  at  their  own 
depot. — Railroad  companies  are  not  bound  to  deliver  freights 
beyond  the  terminus  of  Iheir  line,  nor  off  of  the  line  of  their 
road,  nor  on  the  line  of  the  road  except  at  their  regular  depots 
or  warehouses;  and  are  therefore  not  bound  to  receive  fretghts  to 
be  thus  delivered.  They  are  not  bound,  as  are  ordinary  carriers 
by  land,  to  deliver  the  goods  to  the  consignee  at  his  ordinary 
place  of  business,  or  at  his  home.  The  rule  of  law  in  that  re- 
spect is  so  far  relaxed  in  regard  to  railways,  as  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity, as  in  most  cases  to  substitute  in  place  of  a  common  law 
delivery,  a  delivery  at  the  warehouse  or  depot  of  the  company 
provided  for  the  storage  of  go(»ds;  and  they  may  there  hold  them 
as  warehousemen,  discharged  of  their  more  strict  liability  as 
carriers,  until  they  are  applied  for  by  the  consignee.^ 

Yet  it  is  a  settled  rule  of  tiie  law  that  express  companies  are 


>  Parrott  v.  Wells,  15  Wall.  524. 

'Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Shanly.  107  Mass.  568;  Jeffrey  r. 
Bipelow,  13  Wend.  518. 

3  Brass  p.  Maitland,  6  Ellis  &  B. 
470;  Farrant  r.   Barnes,  11  Common 
Bench  (N.  S.),  563. 

*  Vincent  and  others  p.  The  Chi.  & 
Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  49  III.  .%;  The 
People,  ex  ret.  of  Hempstead,  v.  The 
Chi.  &  Altoi  R.  R.  Co.,  55  TIL  95;  S. 
C.  8  Am.  R.  631,  634;  McMasters  v. 


Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.,  69  Penn.  St. 
374;  MoiTis  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Ayres  and  others,  5  Dutch.  893;  Wit- 
beck  r.  Holland,  45  N.  Y.  13;  S.  C.  6 
Am.  R.  23.  In  the  case  of  McMasters 
V.  Pcnn.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra,  a  delivery 
or  deposit  of  the  gfoods  on  tlie  platform 
of  the  station  was  holden  to  be  a  good 
delivery,  that  being  the  eustom  as  \o 
delivery  at  that  particular  station, 
although  the  consignee  was  not  there 
to  receive  them. 
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not  within  such  exemption,  althongli  they  may  transport  by  rail 
the  property  confided  to  them  for  carriao^e.*  It  is  the  duty  of 
such  express  company  to  use  due  diligence  to  ^nd  the  con- 
signee— that  is,  such  diligence  as  a  prudent  man  would  use  in 
his  own  afi^airs — and  when  found,  to  deliver  the  property  to 
him.*  Any  mistake  in  identity,  as  delivering  to  the  wrong  per- 
son, if  the  article  be  properly  directed,  will  render  the  company 
liable  to  the  rightful  owner;  and  an  oversight  or  mistake  in  the 
name  of  the  consignee,  or  fraud  practiced  upon  the  cannier,  not 
participated  in  by  the  consignee,  will  not  excuse  the  party  from 
such  h'ability.' 

The  carrier  will  be  entitled,  however,  to  reasonable  proof  of 
the  identity  of  the  person  claiming  to  be  the  consignee,  before 
declining  to  deliver  to  such  person  will  operate  as  a  conversion 
of  the  goods.* 

In  the  transportation  of  coal,  lumber  and  other  ponderous 
articles,  deliverai)le  to  the  consignee  in  the  cars,  the  delivery  is 
completed,  and  the  liability  of  the  company  is  discharged,  when, 
if  such  is  the  custom  between  the  parties,  the  car  or  cars  are 
placed  on  the  track  at  the  point  where  these  articles  are  usually 
unloaded,  and  the  owner  or  consignee  is  notified  thereof;  this 
is  the  general  rule,  in  the  absence  of  any  special  contract.* 
If  the  property  be  destroyed  by  fire,  after  such  deposit  and 
notice,  the  loss  falls  on  the  owner,  and  not  on  the  company,  if 
the  companj^^  be  otherwise  faultless  in  regard  to  it.' 

By  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Illinois  of  1874,  Chap.  114,  Sec. 
82,  railroad  companies  are  required,  under  penalty,  to  deliver 
grain  shipped  in  bulk  to  any  consignee  to  whom  it  is  directed, 
where  such  consignee  is  accessible  by  any  track  owned,  leased 
or  used,  or  which  can  be  used,  by  the  company.  It  is  held, 
under  this  statute,  that  it  is  essential  that  the  grain  be  shipped 
in  bulk,  and  that  it  must  be  directed  to  the  place  of  delivery  at 
the  time  of  shipment^    This  statute,  however,  imposes  no  obli- 

'  Witbeckr.  Holland,  45  N.  Y.  13.  "Pittsburgrb,  Cin.  &  St.  Louis  Ry. 

*  Witbeck  V.  Holland,  45  N.  Y.  13;  Co.  r.  Nash  and  others,  43  Ind.  428. 
S.  a  6  Am.  R.  23.  •  Pittsburgrh,  Cin.  &  St.  Loais  Ry. 

*  Witbeck  v.  Holland,  45  N.  Y.  13;  Co.  v.  Nash  and  others,  43  Ind.  423. 
McEntee  v.  New  Jersey  Steam  Boat  ^  Chicago  &  North  Western  Ry.  Co. 
Co.,  45  N.  Y.  34;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  2S.  v.  Stanbro,  87  111.  195,  18  Am.  Ry. 

*  McEntee   v.   New   Jersey    Steam  Rep.  180. 
Boat  Co.,  45  N.  Y.  34. 
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gation  upon  railroad  compaDies  to  run  their  trains  upon  tracivs 
unfit  for  use,  or  to  transport  other  merchandise  than  grain;  so 
that  the  statute  affords  no  justification  for  an  injury  inflicted 
under  such  circumstances.* 

6.  May  contract  to,  and  be  bonnd  to,  carry  beyond  the  ter- 
minus of  their  own  road. — By  the  current  of  authorities,  a  rail- 
road company  may  contract  for  the  carriage  of  freights  beyond 
the  terminus  of  its  own  road,  and  'such  contract  will  bind  it  as 
carrier  for  the  whole  distance  contracted  for,  and  will  render  the 
contracting  company  liable  for  default  in  its  performance,  wheth- 
er such  default  occur  upon  its  own  line,  or  upon  connecting  lines 
of  another  road.'  In  such  case,  if  the  contract  be  a  special  one, 
embodjMng  conditions  as  to  the  liability,  or  as  to  the  manner  of 
transportation,  the  connecting  line  or  lines  will  be  entitled  to 
the  exemptions,  and  will  be  bound  by  the  obligations,  of  such 
special  provision;  but  to  claim  the  exemptions  or  privileges,  the 
obligation  as  to  the  manner  of  transportation  must  be  complied 
with.' 

And  for  the  purpose  of  such  further  transportation,  railroads 


>  Strtler  r.  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  49 
Wis.  609;  S.  C.  6  N.  W.  Repr.  303, 
21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  89. 

*  Weed  r.  Saratoga  &  Schen.  R.  R. 
Co.,  19  Wend.  53 1;  Burtis  v.  Buffalo 
&  State  Line  R.  R.  Co.,  24  N.  Y.  269; 
Maghee  r.  The  Camden  &  Amboy 
R.  R.  Co.,  45  N.  Y.  514;  S.  C.  6  Am. 
R.  124;  Noyes  v.  Rutland  &  Burling- 
ton R.  R.  Co..  27  Vt.  110;  Morse  r. 
Brainerd  et  al..  Trustees  Vermont 
Cent,  and  Vermont  &  Canada  R.  R. 
Co.,  41  Vt.  550;  Newell  v.  Smith, 
49  Vt.  255,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  100; 
Darling  r.  The  Boston  &  Worcester 
R.  R.  Co.,  11  Allen,  295;  Burroughs 
r.  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co., 
100  Mass.  26;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  78; 
The  Hill  Mnaf.  Co.  v.  Boston  &  Low- 
ell R.  R.  Co.,  104  Mass.  122;  S.  C.  6 
Am.  R.  202;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Frankenberg,  54  III.  88;  S.  C.  5  Am. 
R.  92;  Wheeler  v,  Siin  Francisco  & 
Alameda  R.  R.  Co.,  31  Cal.  46;  Per- 
kins V.  Portland,  Saco  &  Portsmouth 


R.  R.  Co.,  47  Maine,  573;  St.  Louis. 
Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.  p. 
Piper,  13  Kans.  505,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
204;  Evansville  k  Crawfordsville  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Androscoggin  Mills,  22  Wall. 
694,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  113;  Ohio  & 
Miss.  Ry.  Co.  p.  McCarthy,  96  U.  S. 
258;  Bryan  r.  Memphis  &  Paducah  R. 
R.  Co.,  11  Bush,  597,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  395;  Phillips  r.  N.  Car.  R.  R. 
Co.,  78  N.  Car.  294,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
206;  Grover  &  Baker  S.  M.  Co.  r.  Mo. 
Pac.  Ry.  Co.,  70  Mo.  672.  And  may 
80  bind  themseWes  by  implication: 
Morse  v.  Brainerd,  sttpra.  As  to  what 
is  sufRcient  evidence  of  such  a  con- 
tract, see  above  dtod  case  of  Phillips 
p.  N.  Car-  R.  R.  Co. 

*  Maghee  r.  The  Camden  &  Amboy 
R.  R.  Co.,  45  N.  Y.  514;  New  Jersey 
Steam  Nav.  Co.  v.  Merchants'  Bank, 
6  How.  380;  Dunseth  p.  Wade,  2 
Scam.  285;  Hastings  r.  Pepper,  11 
Pick.  41;  Peet  p.  Chicago  &  N.  West- 
em  Ry.  Co.,  19  WiB.  118. 
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have,  it  is  holden  in  some  states,  the  riorht  to  own  and  operate 
steamboats  upon  waters  in  the  line  of  their  routes,  or  of  the 
routes  ou  which  they  thus  extend  their  carriage.  Therefore,  if 
they  hold  themselves  out  to  the  public  as  common  carriers  to 
points  beyond  the  termini  of  their  roads,  or  on  or  across  waters 
in  the  route  thereof,  or  connecting  therewith,  they  are  bound  to 
carry  all  persons,  and  also  to  carry  freights  for  all  persons  alike, 
who  apply  to  be  served  in  that  respect,  and  may  not  discrimi- 
nate  between  them.' 

Where  such  contract  for  through  transportation  calls  for  it  to 
be  done  by  all  rail,  connecting  lines  of  road  must  conform  to  the 
terms  thereof,  to  enable  them  to  claim  the  benefits  of  any  exemp- 
tion from  liabilitv  embodied  in  the  contract;  and  a  violation 
thei'eof — as,  for  instance,  in  assuming  to  carry  the  goods  by 
water,  notwithstanding  the  contract  for  all  rail  transportation — 
renders  the  connecting  line  so  assuming  to  depart  from  the  con- 
tract, as  well  as  the  company  originally  contracting,  liable  as  in- 
surers, or  as  ordinary  carriers,  without  exemption,  for  losses  oc- 
curring whilst  the  property  is  so  being  carried  otherwise  than 
by  all  rail,  notwithstanding  a  clause  in  such  contract  which 
would  exempt  the  company  if  the  contract  w^is  strictly  complied 
with.' 

In  cases  of  contracting  to  carry  beyond  the  contracting  com- 
pany's own  line,  such  company  may  exempt  itself  from  liability 
for  injuries  or  losses  occurring  on  other  lines  than  its  own,  as  the 
terms  on  which  the  goods  are  received  for  transportation,  if  such 
exemption  be  fully  understood  and  agreed  to,  or  be  acquiesced 
in,  b}^  the  owner  or  consignor  of  the  goods.'  It  is  a  question  for 
the  jury  to  determine,  whether  the  consignor   understood    the 


*  Wheeler  v.  San  Francisco  &  Alame- 
da R.  R.  Co.,  31  Cal.  46.  See  Ills. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.   ».  Irvin,  72  111.  452. 

2  Magrhee  v.  The  Camden  &  Amboy 
R.  R.  Co..  45  N.Y.  514;  Johnson  v. 
New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  33  N.  Y. 
610.  Such  contract,  however,  for  all 
rail  transprtabion,  do^3  not  precl  ude 
the  use  of  ordinary  means  of  ferriage, 
where  the  same  is  necessary.  The 
reasonable  intendment  is,  that  the  par- 
ties contracted  with  the  knowledge  of, 
and  with  a  view  to,  such  necessity :  Ih, 


'  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  t\  Morrison,  19 
111.  136;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Frank- 
enberg,  54  111.  88;  Erie  Ry.  Co.  p. 
Wilcox,  84  111.  239,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
457;  Evansville  &  Crawfordsville  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Androscoggin  Mills,  22  Wall. 
594,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  113;  liOiiisville 
&  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Campbell,  7 
Heisk.  253,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep  490; 
Taylor  v.  Little  Rock,  Miss.  River  k 
Tex.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Ark.  393,  17  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  251. 
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terms  of  such  contract;  and  if  understood  and  acquiesced  in,  it 
will  be  binding.* 

The  better  doctrine  is,  althouorh  there  is  a  diversity  of  ruling  on 
the  subject,  that  a  railroad  company,  or  other  common  carrier,  is 
not  bound  to  receive  property  to  be  carried  by  the  party  so  receiv- 
ing it  beyond  the  terminus  of  its  own  line.  In  the  language  of 
the  learned  Chief  Justice  Breese:  "  This  is  a  question  not  settled 
by  the  courts  of  this  country,  though  the  received  doctrine  may 
be  said  to  be,  that  the  carrier  is  not  responsible  beyond  his  own 
route,  except  upon  his  special  undertaking  so  to  be  liable."  ^ 

There  are  respectable  decisions  to  the  effect  that  the  receiving 
of  the  goods  for  transportation  by  a  railroad  company,  marked 
for  a  point  beyond  the  terminus  of  its  own  line,  will,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  contract,  conditions  or  limitations  to  the  contrary, 
render  the  receiving  company  liable  as  upon  an  undertaking  to 
transport  the  goods  to  the  point  so  designated,  and  therefore  lia- 
ble for  faithful  performance,  and  'for  all  losses,  as  well  on  con- 
necting lines  as  upon  its  own;  "  that  by  accepting  the  goods  so 
marked,"  the  carrier  "is  bound  to  carry  to  and  deliver  at  that 
place."'  This  rule,  if  authority  at  all,  applies  only  to  the  first 
carrier  or  line,  and  not  to  connecting  ones.*  But  the  Amer- 
ican and  better  rule  seems  to  be,  that  notwithstanding  the 
goods  be  directed  or  marked  to  a  place  beyond  the  terminus  of 
the  line  receiving  them  for  transportation,  yet  in  the  absence 
of  a  special  agreement  to  carry,  or  cause  them  to  be  carried,  to 
their  destination,  and  the  company  not  being  one  of  a  continu- 
ous line,  then  the  company  so  receiving  them  is  not  liable  for 
their  carriage  or  safety,  and  is  not  bound  thereto,  beyond  the 
terminus  of  its  own  line.* 


nil.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  t>.  Franken- 
bergt  54  111.  88;  Adams  Express  Co. 
r.  Haynes,  42  III.  89. 

Mil.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Franken- 
berg,  54  III.  &8,  96;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  92; 
Erie  Ry.  Co.  v.  Wilcox.  84  111.  21^9, 
16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  457;  Lawrence  v. 
The  Winona  &  St.  Peter  R.  R.  Co.,  15 
Minn.  390;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  130. 

'111.  Cent.  Railroad  Co.  r.  Franken- 
berg,  54  111.  88;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  92; 
Erie  Ry.  Co.  v,  Wilcox,  supra;  An- 
gle V.  Miss.  &  Mo.  R.R.  Co.,  9  Iowa, 


487;  East  Tenn.  &  Va.  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Rotors,  6  Heisk.  143,  12  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  47;  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Campbell,  7  Heisk.  253, 12  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  490. 

*  Lawrence  m  The  Winona  &  St. 
Peter  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  390;  S.  C.  2 
Am.  R.  130;  Chouteaux  v.  Leech,  18 
Penn.  St.  224;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Johnson,  34  111.  389. 

*^  Story  on  Bailments,  ed.  of  1836, 
sec.  538;  Thomas  v.  The  Boston  & 
Prov.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Met  472;  Law- 
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Yut  tlio  carriors,  as  we  have  seen,  may^  by  contract  become 
hound  to  carry  to  a  place  beyond  the  end  of  their  line.  It 
dues  not  follow  tliat  such  contract  must  be  an  express  one;  it 
may  be  made  or  proven  as  other  contracts  may;  and  therefore 
such  obligation,  it  has  been  held,  may  arise  by  implication  and 
from  circumstances,  just  as  other  facts  may  be  proven  by  cir- 
cumstances.* Thus  if  it  is  the  custom  of  a  carrier  to  so  engage 
in  throut^h  carriage  to  a  point  or  points  beyond  the  terminus  of 
such  carrier's  route,  and  he  receive  goods  marked  to  a  point 
beyond  that  to  which  he  is  accustomed  to  carry,  these  will  be  fit 
circumstances  in  evidence  toward  establishino:  liability  to  see 
tlie  goods  through.' 

Tlie  implied  contract  for  carriage  of  goods  received  by  a 
*  transportation  company,  to  a  point  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
state  wherein  received,  is  as  under  the  laws  of  the  state  where 
the  contract  is  made  and  goods  received.  In  any  diiBculty 
growing  out  of  the  terms  of  the  undertaking,  involving  the  legal 
riirhts  of  the  parties,  the  local  law  of  the  contract  prevails; 
tliat  is,  the  law  of  the  state  where  the  goods  are  shipped  from 
governs  the  rights  of  the  parties,  if  nothing  is  agreed  to,  or 
plainly  inferable  to,  the  contrary.* 

But  although  they  may  themselves  contract  to  carry  goods 
beyond  the  terminus  of  their  own  lines,  as  a  general  principle,* 
yet  they  can  not  bind  other  lines  beyond  theirs  in  that  respect, 
without  such  other's  consent*     Nor  is  there  any  obligation  rest- 


rence  v.  The  Winona  &  St.  Peter  R. 
R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  390;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R. 
i:^0.  138;  Carter  v.  Peck.  4  Sneed, 
203;  Elmore  v,  Naugatuck  R.  R.  Co., 
23  Conn.  457;  McMillan  v.  The  Mich. 
South.  &  N.  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Mich. 
1 19;  Brintnall  v.  Saratoga  &  Whitehall 
H.  R.  Co,,  32  Vt.  665;  Perkins  r.  Port- 
land, Saco  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Maine, 
573;  Cin.,  Hamilton  &  Dayton  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Pontius,  19  Ohio  St.  221 ;  S.  C. 
2  Am.  R.  391;  Camden  &  Amboy  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Forsyth  Bros.  &  Co.,  61  Penn. 
St.  81;  Phillips  v.  N.  Car.  R.  R.  Co.. 
78  N.  Car.  294,  16  Am.  Ry.  R«p.  206. 
And  the  charge  of  freight  indicated 
in  the  bill  of  lading  may  be  referred 
to,  as  indicating  the  nature  of  the  un- 


dertaking, where  the  same  comes  in 
question,  and  is  mvolved  in  ambiguity: 
Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  For- 
syth, supra, 

*  Morse  v.  Brainerd,  41  Vt.  5">0: 
Najac  r.  The  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R. 
Co.,  7  Allen,  329;  Wibert  r.  N.  Y.  k 
Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  12  N.  Y.  256. 

^  Vansantvoord  v.  St.  John,  6  Hill, 
1^)8;  Wibert  r.  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R. 
Co.,  12  N.  Y.  256. 

'Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Faircjjild  et 
ah,  69  III.  260. 

*  Rome  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Sullivan,  Cabot 
&  Co.,  25  Geo.  228. 

'  Rome  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Sullivan,  Cabot 
&  Co.,  25  Geo.  228. 
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inc^  on  either  or  any  to  undertake  the  carriage  beyond  their  own 
terminus,  except  as  they  may  contract  so  to  do.' 

In  some  of  the  states,  however,  the  rule  is  firmly  established 
that  an  actual  agreement,  that  is,  an  express  contract,  is  neces- 
sary to  impose  upon  a  railroad  company  the  duty  or  obligation 
of  carrying  beyond  tlie  terminus  of  its  own  line.  The  very 
nature  of  its  structure  seems  to  us  to  preclude  the  presumption 
of  an  intention  or  undertaking  to  extend  these  services  further 
than  such  terminus;  and  this,  too,  upon  the  same  principle 
which  exonerates  such  company  from  delivery,  as  in  case  of 
ordinary  land  carriage,  at  the  home  or  place  of  business  of  the 
consignee.' 

They  may  obviate  all  doubt,  however,  as  to  their  liability  to'car- 
ry  beyond  their  own  line,  or  for  loss  or  injury  occurring  beyond 
their  own  line,  when  operating  as  a  distinct  company,  without 
particular  business  connection  with  connecting  lines,  b}^  limit- 
ations and  by  express  conditions  in  their  receipts,  bills  of  lading, 
or  other  contracts  for  transportation;  as  that  the  property  is 
onlv  received  to  be  carried  to  the  terminus  of  their  route  or 
line,  and  there  delivered  over  to  such  connecting  line  or  carrier 
as  it  may  be  consigned  to,  or  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  con- 
signor and  the  company  receiving  the  same,  and  without  liability 
of  the  receiving  company  beyond  such  terminus.'  Such,  too,  is 
undoubtedly  the  more  prudent  course,  and  is  calculated  to  avoid 
all  difficulty  or  misunderstanding  upon  that  subject. 

7.  Their  liability  at  common  law. — The  common  law  liabil- 
ity of  railroad  companies  transporting,  goods  as  common  carri- 
ers, when  the  goods  themselves  are  not  destroyed  by  reason  of 


1  Rome  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Sullivan,  Cabot 
&  Co.,  '25  Geo.  228. 

2  Darling  v.  Boston  &  Worcester  R. 
R.  Co.,  U  Allen,  295;  Burroughs  v. 
Norwich  &  Worcester  R,  R.  Co.,  100 
Mass.  26;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  78;  Hood  v. 
N.  York  &  New  Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  22 
Conn.  1 ;  Elmore  r.  Naugatuck  R.  R. 
Co.,  28  Conn.  457;  Convei-se  v.  The 
Norwich  &  N.  Y.  Transportation  Co., 
23  Conn.  166.  The  Connecticut  cases 
go  further,  and  hold,  as  a  ground  for 
such  ruling,  that  a  railroad  company, 


incorporated  under  the  laws  of  that 
state,  has  no  power  to  contract  to 
carry  beyond  their  own  line :  Hood  r. 
N.  York  &  N.  Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  22 
Conn.  1;  Elmore  i'.  Naugatuck  R,  R. 
Co.,  23  Conn.  457;  Naugatuck  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Waterbury  Button  Co.,  24 
Conn.  468;  Converse  v.  Norwich  &  N. 
Y.  Transp.  Co.,  33  Conn.  166. 

'  Cin.,  Hamilton  &  Dayton,  ano 
Dayton  &  Michigan  R.  R.  Co.  t\  Pon- 
tius, 19  Ohio  St.  221;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R. 
391. 
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their  perishable  character  or  their  own  elements  of  destruction,* 
is  that  of  insurers  ao^ainst  all  injury  and  loss,  except  that  result- 
ing from  the  act  of  God  or  of  the  public  enemy.*  And  if  a  loss 
occurs,  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  company  to  show  that  it 
occurred  from  some  one  of  those  causes  which  avoid  their  liabil- 
ity, if  such  a  defense  is  relied  on.' 

If  by  reason  of  military  interferences,  or  obstructions  from 
the  public  enemy,  the  carriage  of  the  goods  is  hindered,  delayed 
or  rendered  impossible,  and  yet  the  goods  neither  taken  posses- 
sion of  nor  destroyed  by  such  enemy,  it  then  becomes  the  duty 
of  the  carrier  to  care  for  and  store  the  same,  and  if  he  does  not 
make  diligent  eifort  to  do  so,  and  the  goods  are  lost,  he  is  liable; 
for  in  such  case,  the  interference  of  the  enemy  or  superior  force 
is  not  the  proximate  cause  of  the  loss,  but  such  proximate  cause 
is  the  subsequent  neglect  of  the  carrier.  The  military  interfer- 
ence of  the  enemy  is  the  proximate  cause  merelj^^  of  the  delay; 
and  it  does  not  follow  that  the  loss  of  the  goods  must  result 
directly  therefrom.* 

What  is  meant  by  the  expression  "  act  of  God,"  as  used  in 
reference  to  the  exemption  of  common  carriers  from  liability 
for  goods  lost  or  destroyed  in  course  of  transportation,  is  the  vis 


*  Angel]  on  Law  of  Carriers,  Sec. 
210,  211;  Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Swift,  12  Wall.  262,  270,  273; 
Phila.,  Wilm.  &  Bait.  R.  R,  Co.  v. 
Harper,  29  Md.  330. 

^  Angle  V,  Mississippi  &  Missouri  R. 
R.  Co.,  18  Iowa,  555;  Michaels  & 
Sloraan  v.  N.  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
.SO  N.  Y.  (3  Tiffany),  564;  Hale  v.  N. 
Jerse}-  Steam  Nav.  Co.,  15  Conn.  5:59; 
Fillebrown  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W. 
Co.,  55  Maine,  462;  Clark  r.  Paciiic 
R.  R.  Co.,  39  Mo.  184;  Watson  v. 
Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.,  9 
Heisk.  255,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  256. 

'  Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Reeves,  10  Wall.  176;  Angle  v. 
Mississippi  &  Missouri  R.  R.  Co.,  18 
Iowa,  555;  Clark  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
89  Mo.  184;  Michaels  &  Sloman  v.  The 
N.  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  N.  Y.  (3 
Tiffany),  564;  Central  R.  R.  &  Bank- 


ing Co.  V.  Anderson,  58  Ga.  393,  16 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  85;  United  States  Ex- 
piesa  Co.  r.  Backman,  28  Ohio  St. 
144,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  82;  Erie  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Lockwood,  Id,  358,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  143. 

*  Clark  V,  Pacif.  R.  R.  Co.,  39  Mo. 
184;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  c.  More- 
head,  5  West  Va.  293.  A  railroad 
company  will  not  be  liable,  as  for  a 
conversion,  by  opening  a  sealed  car 
and  transferring  its  contents  to  an- 
other, if  they  are  afterward  delivered 
without  loss  or  iiyury:  Tucker  v. 
Housatonic  R.  R.  Co.,  89  Conn.  447, 
5  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  245.  Nor  by  the  in- 
advertent misstatement  of  an  employe, 
that  the  goods  had  not  arrived: 
Ijouisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Campbell,  7  Heisk.  253,  12  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  490. 
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vinjor  ot  nature,  as  winds,  storms,  lightnings,  floods  and  earth 
quakes — the  inevitable  result  of  causes  beyond  the  power  of 
human  control.  For  losses  occasioned  by  either  of  these,  the 
carrier  is  not  responsible;*  and  this,  too,  although  he  be  guilty 
of  some  negligence  remotely  contributory  thereto.'  So  when 
the  carrier  has  brought  his  case  within  the  exemption,  he  is  not 
bound  to  show  atBrmatively  that  he  was  free  from  negligence.' 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  Miller,  Justice,  in 
the  case  of  Railroad  Company  v.  Eeeves,  sujyi'a^  say:  "  A  com- 
mon carrier  assumes  all  risks  except  those  caused  by  the  act  of 
God  and  the  public  enemy.  One  of  the  instances  always  men- 
tioned by  the  elementary  writers  of  loss  by  the  act  of  God  is 
the  case  of  loss  bv  flood  and  storm.  Now,  when  it  is  shown 
that  the  damage  resulted  from  this  cause  immediately,  he  is  ex- 
cused. What  is  to  make  him  liable  after  this?  No  question  of 
his  negligence  arises  unless  it  is  made  by  the  other  party.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  him  to  prove  that  the  cause  was  such  as  re- 
leases him,  and  then  to  prove  affirmatively  that  he  did  not  con- 
tribute to  it."  The  court  then  add,  that  "  If,  after  he  has  ex- 
cused himself  by  showing  the  presence  of  the  overpowering 
cause,  it  is  charged  that  his  negligence  contributed  to  the  loss, 
the  proof  of  this  must  come  from  those  who  assert  or  rely  on 
it."  * 

There  is  a  contrary  ruling,  however,  in  regard  to  the  burden 
of  proof  in  respect  to  negligence  of  the  carrier,  in  New  York, 
in  which  it  is  held  that  the  carrier  must,  in  addition  to  the  loss 
by  act  of  God  or  the  public  enemy,  show  affinnatively  that  his 
own  negligence  did  not  in  any  manner  contribute  to  bringing 
about  the  injury.  And,  in  the  same  case,  where  goods  were  un- 
necessarily detained  by  the  carrier  in  transit,  and  during  deten- 
tion were  destroyed  or  injured  by  flood,  when  the  duty  of  the 
carrier  was  to  forward  them  on  to  their  destination,  it  is  held 


» McArfchur  v.  Sears,  21  Wend.  190; 
Elliott  r.  Rozell,  10  John.  R.  1 ;  Morn- 
eon  V.  Davis,  20  Penn.  St.  171;  Mem- 
phis &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.  u.  Reeves, 
10  Wall.  176,  189. 

'Railroad  Company  v.  Reeves,  10 
Wall.  176;  Morrison  t,  Davis,  20 
Penn.  St.  171;  Clark  v.  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,   39  Mo.   184;    Lamont  &  Co.  r. 


Nashville  &  Chattanoogra  R.  R.  Co., 
9  Heisk.  58,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  284. 

•  Railroad  Company  v.  Reeves,  10 
Wall.  176. 

*  Railroad  Co.  v.  Reeves,  10  Wall. 
189,  190.  And  see  Nashville  &  Chat- 
tanooga R.  R.  Co.  V.  David,  6  Heisk. 
261,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  9;  Same  r. 
King,  lb.  269,  76.  52. 
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tliat  by  this  wrongful  detention  of  the  goods  the  carrier  lost  his 
exemption,  and  was  held  liable.* 

In  Clark  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  supra^  the  goods  were  in  conrse 
of  transit,  and  reached  the  city  of  Jefferson,  on  the  way  to  St. 
Louis,  and  were  there  detached  with  a  portion  of  the  train,  and 
-  left  over  until  next  day,  when  the  public  enemy  burned  that 
]iorti^n  of  the  train  with  the  goods.  The  part  of  the  train  that 
l)roceeded  on  to  St.  Louis  reached  there  in  ordinary  time,  and  in 
safety.  In  an  action  to  recover  the  value  of  the  goods  thus  de- 
stroyed, the  plaintifl'  claimed  to  hold  the  company  liable  as  for 
negligence  in  transportation  which  contributed  to  bring  about 
the  injury,  by  leaving  the  portion  of  the  train  behind,  whereby 
it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  public  enemy.  The  court  held  the 
alleged  negligence  to  be  too  remote,  and  said:  "As to  the  deLiy, 
it  was  at  most  an  injury  without  a  damage,  and  as  to  the  loss,  it 
was  a  damage  without  an  injury  on  the  part  of  the  defendant." 
And  the  company  were  exonerated  from  liability  for  the  loss.' 

If  a  railroad  company  whose  road  is  in  the  hands  of  the- Uni- 
ted States  military  authority,  accept  freight  to  be  transported 
over  its  road,  and  give  a  receipt  for  the  same,  without  conditions, 
it  will  be  liable  to  all  the  responsibilities  of  common  carrier,  and 
will  be  compelled  to  perform,  or  pay  such  damages  as  result  from 
non-performance  of,  its  contract  of  siiipment;  and  this,  too,  not- 
withstanding a  military  order  at  the  time  prohibiting  such  ship- 
ments, and  notwithstanding  tlie  superior  control  of  the  road  by 
the  government,  if  the  acceptance  be  with  a  knowledge  thereof.' 
But  if  the  freight  be  merely  delivered  to  the  company  for  car- 
riage, and  be  stored  by  it  for  the  reason  that  the  superior  force 
of  the  government,  exercised  throui;h  the  military  power,  ren- 
ders its  shipment  impossible  at  the  time  of  delivery,  and  that 
state  of  things  exists  when  the  freight  is  delivered  to  the  com- 
pany, then  the  owner  is  chargeable,  as  well  as  the  railroad  com- 
pany, with  knowledge  thereof,  and  the  freight  being  so  left  with 
the  company  during  the  restraint  of  the  vis  major,  the  company 
are  not  liable  for  loss  by  natural  decay  of  the  property.*    The 

*  Michaels  &  Sloman  v.  New  York  'III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Ashmead, 

Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  N.  Y.  (3  Tiffany),  58  111.  487. 

664.    And  see  Read  17.  Spaulding,  lb.  *I11.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ashmead, 

630.  58  III.  487. 
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39  Mo.  184,  190,  191. 
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result  would  be  the  same  if  tlie  p;ood9  were  delivered  when  the 
road  was  free  from  restraint,  and  was  under  full  control  of  tho 
company,  if,  before  tlie  goods  could  be  despatched  and  shipped 
with  reasonable  diligence,  the  road  should  be  seized  by  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  government,  and  military  inhibition  be  placed 
upon  the  shipment  of  the  goods.  The  company  would  not  be 
liable  for  the  result  of  the  superior  force  of  the  sovereign 
power. 

So  if  the  property  be  taken  from  the  possession  of  the  rail- 
road company,  without  its  fault,  by  force  of  legal  process,  the 
better  ruling  seems  to  be  that  the  company,  as  common  carriers, 
are  thereby  absolved  from  liability  therefor,  provided  it  notities 
tlie  consignor  thereof/ 

The  company  have  a  right  to  know,  in  all  cases,  the  true  con- 
tents of  parcels  or  packages  or  other  thing  consigned  for  ship- 
ment; and  if  valuables  other  than  those  made  known  be  shipped 
therein,  and  be  lost,  the  company  are  not  liable  therefor.*  So 
if  the  goods  be  not  properly  ])acked  and  marked,  the  company 
are  not  liable  for  a  loss  occasioned  thereby.' 

The  defense,  in  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  for  loss 
oT  goods  delivered  for  carriage,  that  the  war  of  rebellion  was 
raging  at  the  time;  that  defendant's  railway  was  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  insurgent  authorities;  that  .these  authorities  mo- 
nopolized the  transportation,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  per- 
form the  contract  for  carriage  until  the  capture  of  the  chy, 
wliere  were  the  goods,  by  the  government  forces;  that  at  the 
time  of  the  last  occurrence  the  goods  were  destroyed  or  carried 
off  by  a  mob;  and  that  tlie  plaintiff  had  consigned  the  goods 
with  knowledge  that  tho  railway  was  at  the  time  under  military 
control,  and  took  all  the  risk  of  such  a  state  of  affiiirs,  might, 
say  the  Supreme  Court  of  Louisiana,  be  a  valid  defense  if  fnUy 
established;  but  that  the  onus  is  on  the  defendant  to  make  it 
out.* 

The  rule  laid  down  most  recently  in  Wisconsin,  and  which 

»  Bliven  &  Mead  v.  The  Hudson  Riv-  » Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shea,  66 

er  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N.  Y.i(9  TifiViny),  403,  111.  471. 

407;  Van  Winkle  v.  U.  S.  Mail  Steam-  ♦  Fla.«?h.  Hartwell  &  Co.  r.  New  Oi- 

BhipCo.,37  Barb.  122.  leans,  Jackson   &  Great  Northern  R. 

2  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shea,  R.  Co.,  23  La.  An.  353. 
66  111.  471. 
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prevails  as  tl)e  law  of  that  state,  is,  that  goods  in  the  course  of 
transit  over  several  connecting  lines  of  railroad  continue  to  be 
in  a  state  of  transit  or  carriage  until  they  reach  their  iinal  des- 
tination, as  well  in  the  hands  or  warehouse  of  either  company 
at  the  connecting  places  of  the  diflferent  roads,  awaiting  further 
transportation,  or  delivery  over  for  transportation,  as  while  actu- 
ally moving  onward  in  the  cars;  and  that  the  liability  of  com- 
mon carrier,  and  not  that  of  warehouseman,  attaches  in  all  such 
cases,  as  against  the  company  or  line  in  whose  possession  they  are 
for  the  time  being.^  By  this  decision,  it  is  said  that  if  the  loss  at 
an  intermediate  terminus  along  the  route,  occurs  by  reason  of 
the  fault  of  the  next  connecting  line  in  neglecting  to  receive  or 
remove  the  goods,  after  notice  of  their  arrival,  and  of  readiness  to 
deliver  the  same  over,  then  the  company  in  whose  hands  the  loss 
occurs,  and  who  is  compelled  to  pay  for  the  same,  has  its  right 
of  action  over  against  such  connecting  line,  for  the  amount 
which  it  is  thus  rendered  liable  to  pay  by  reason  of  the  omission 
or  fault  of  such  connecting  line  of  road.^  If,  however,  tlie 
goods  be  detained  anywhere,  upon  any  or  either  of  such  lines,  by 
reason  of  storm,  flood,  earthquake  or  war,  so  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible to  complete  their  transportation,  or  so  as  to  create  con- 
siderable or  indefinite  delay  therein,  then  the  company  in 
whose  hands  they  are  may  store  them,  and  notify  the  consignee 
or  owner  of  the  condition  of  things,  and  thus  convert  its  liabil- 
ity as  carrier  into  that  of  a  mere  warehouseman,  whilst  they  are 
necessarily  thus  stored,  if  the  same  be  not  removed  by  the 
owner  or  consignee.' 

But  in  a  previous  case  in  the  same  court  it  is  held,  and  as  we 
conceive  more  correctly,  that  the  connecting  carrier  at  the  end 
of  each  line  is,  by  the  consignment,  made  the  agent  of  the  con- 
signor, to  receive  and  carry  forward  the  goods  at  the  terminus 
from  which  they  are  to  be  further  carried ;  and  that  if  the  goods 
remain  there,  by  reason  of  the  delay  or  ne2:lect  of  the  agents  of 
the  connecting  carrier,  beyond  a  reasonable  time,  before  such 
connecting  carrier  receives  the  same,  and  are  destroyed  with- 

1  Conkey   v.    Mil.  &   St.  Paul  Ry.  « Conkey    v.   Mil.  &    St.  Paul  Ry. 

Co.,  31  Wis.  619.    In  this  decision,  Co.,  31  Wis.  619. 

the  case  of  Wood  r.  The  Mil.  &  St.  » Conkey  r.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co., 

Paul  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Wis.  541,  is  de-  31  Wis.  619,  637. 
Darted  from. 
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out  fault  of  the  first  carrier,  that  tlic  liability  of  such  first 
Ciirrier  is  but  as  warehousemen.*  The  reasonable  time  in  which 
tlie  connecting  carrier  is  to  receive  and  take  charge  of  the  goods, 
is  the  "earliest  practicable  time  after"  the  first  carrier  "is  ready 
to  deliver  them."*  Whether  such  reasonable  time  has  intervened 
or  not  before  the  loss  occurs,  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury  to 
decide.  * 

Evidence  of  a  custom  of  the  company  not  to  become  respon- 
sible for  the  conduct  of  its  agents  holding  the  keys  to  cars,  is 
inadmissible,  unless  brought  home  to  the  other  party;*  nor  is 
evidence  of  a  similar  custom  admissible,  where  the  car  is 
c  lartered  and  loaded  and  unloaded  by  the  shipper.'  In  the 
c  ise  of  a  chartered  car,  the  liability  of  the  carrier  begins  and 
ends  the  same  as  in  other  cases.® 

Common  carriers  must  carry  the  goods  through  within  a  rea- 
sonable time,  unless  hindered  by  the  act  of  Providence  or  tlie 
public  enemy;  if  not,  they  are  responsible.'  If  their  road  is  so 
obstructed  by  snow,  and  there  be  sucli  an  accumulation  of  freight, 
that  the  goods  can  not  go  forward  within  a  reasonable  time,  it  is 
their  duty  to  advise  the  owners  thereof,  that  they  may  sell,  or 
find  other  means  of  transportation;  if  they  do  not,  and  the  price 
in  the  meantime  falls  in  the  market,  they  must  stand  the  loss. 
Tiie  company  can  not  store  the  goods  in  silence  for  an  indefinite 
time,  and  avoid  liabilitv.' 

A  carrier  is  bound,  by  the  ruling  in  Illinois,  if  he  receives 
goods  marked  for  carriage  to  a  place  beyond  his  own  lines,  to  car- 
ry them  to  the  place  of  destination  thus  marked  upon  tliem;'  but 


»  Schneider  v.  Evans.  25  Wis.  241; 
Wood  r.  Crocker,  18  Wis.  :345;  Wood 
V.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Wis. 
541. 

2  Wood  V.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  R.  R. 
Co  ,  27  Wis.  541,  553. 

3  Wood  p.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  R.  R. 
Co.,  27  Wis.  541,  554. 

*  Central  R.  R.  &  Hanking  Co.  v, 
Anderson,  58  Ga.  B9S,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  85. 

*  Central  R.  R.  &  Bjinkinpr  Co.  v. 
Anderson.  And  see,  as  to  live  stock, 
Clark  V.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  & 
Northern  Ry.  Co.,  C4  Mo.  440, 17  Am. 


Ry.  Rep.  284. 

•  Central  R.  R.  &  B.  Co.  v.  Anderson. 

^  Great  Western  Ry.  Co.  of  Canada 
V.  Bums  and  others,  60  III.  2S4. 

» Great  Western  R.  W.  Co.  of  Can- 
ada  V.  Burns  and  others,  60  Til.  284. 
The  can-ier  is  bound  to  forward  the 
goods  of  different  shippers,  each  in 
his  turn,  and  can  not  leave  over  goods 
received,  and  send  forward  others 
afterward  received  ahead  of  th-m, 
without  becoming  liable  for  the  dam- 
age's: lb. 

«Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Mont- 
fort  and  others,  60  111.  175. 
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tlie  carrier  is  not  bound  to  thus  accept  or  receive  tliem.  Bv 
express  agreement,  his  duties  may  be  limited  to  his  own  route.* 
The  giving  of  a  receipt  or  bill  of  lading,  limiting,  in  plain 
terms,  the  carriage  to  the  company's  own  route,  will  exempt  it 
from  liability  beyond,  if  accepted  by  the  shipper  with  full 
knowledge,  and  with  approbation  thereof.'  The  company  can 
not  retain  the  goods,  and  force  the  shipper  to  receive  and  assent 
to  tlie  terms  of  such  receipt;  but  it  can  refuse  to  accept  them, 
unless  marked  differently,  and  leave  the  party  to  find  a  more 
acceptable  conveyance. 

But  the  rule  that  common  carriers  are  bound  to  carry  and 
deliver  the  goods  safely  as  against  all  losses,  except  those  occa- 
sioned by  the  act  of  God  or  the  public  enemies,  does  not  render 
them  liable  for  goods  that  perish  or  are  deteriorated  by  reason 
of  their  own  inherent  liability  to  decay,  or  to  injury  from  the 
elements  of  heat  or  cold.*  Thus  the  carrier  is  not  liable  if 
freights  are  frozen  by  the  way,  without  his  fault,  as  where  a  train 
is  snow  bound,  and  the  cargo  is  frozen;  nor  is  he  bound  in  such 
case  to  extricate  a  car  laden  with  freezable  articles  in  preference 
to  others,  if  he  is  ignorant  of  the  character  of  its  freight,  although 
it  be  practicable  so  to  do.* 

And  though  common  carriers  are  bound  to  carry  and  de- 
liver within  a  reasonable  time,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
except  as  against  the  owner's  own  wrong,  the  act  of  God,  and 
the  public  enemy,  yet  extraordinary  natural  occurrences,  as,  for 


» Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  W.  Co.  v,  Mont- 
fort  and  others,  60  111.  175. 

=»  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Mont- 
fort  and  others,  60  Til.  175.  But  a 
stipulation  that  goods  are  shipped  at 
**  owner's  risk/*  will  not  relieve  the 
carrier  from  liability  for  his  own  neg- 
ligence: Nashville  &  Chattanooga  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Jackson,  8  Heisk.  271,  12 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  54.  * 

'  S wetland  r.  Boston  &  Albany  R. 
R.  Co.,  102  Mass.  276;  Vail  p.  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  63  Mo.  230,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  420. 

*  Swetland  v,  Boston  &  Albany  R. 
r.  Co.,  102  Mass.  276;  Vail  v.  Pac.  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra.     In   such   case,   the 


freezing  is  held  to  be  the  act  of  God: 
Vail  17.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  If,-  however, 
there  is  unnecessary  delay  in  the  trans- 
portation, or  careless  exposure  to 
the  cold,  the  company  is  liable;  this 
the  plaintiff  must  show:  Ibid.  If 
frozen  while  in  fhe  cars,  at  the  termi- 
nus of  the  road,  the  company  will  not 
be  liable  because  of  a  failure  to 
remove  them  to  its  warehouse,  where 
the  oars  afford  a  better  vhdter:  Ibid. 
In  such  an  action,  the  expression  of  a 
witness  that,  if  shipped  as  promised, 
the  trees  "would  have  gone  through 
all  right,"  is  not  objectionable  as 
being  a  mere  opinion:  Ibid, 
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instance,  nmisual  freshets,  canning  away  bridges,  and  causes  of 
corresponding  nature,  will  excuse  them  temporarily;*  but  the 
carriage  and  performance  of  duty  must  be  resumed  with  dili- 
gence when  the  obstructions  cease.  And  if  there  be  a  failure, 
without  such  excuse  of  the  one  kind  or  the  other,  to  carry  and  de- 
liver in  a  reasonable  time,  the  carriers  are  liable  for  all  damages 
o'.casioned  bv  the  delav;  and  the  measure  of  damages  is  the  dif- 
fcrence  in  value  and  market  price  when  delivered,  as  contrasted 
with  the  same  on  the  day  when  they  should  reasonably  have 
been  delivered,  whether  this  difference  be  in  the  market  price,  or 
in  the  value  of  the  goods  by  depreciation  of  quality,  or  both.'* 

The  obligation  is  not  merely  to  carry  safely;  the  liability  of  a 
common  carrier  of  goods  is  not  discharged  by  carrying  to  the 
place  of  destination;  but  only  by  delivery  there,  after  carriage,  to 
the  consignee,  if  called  for,  and  if  not  called  for,  then  by  storing 
the  goods  in  a  suitable  place,  so  that  they  can  be  delivered  on  ap- 
plication therefor.  They  are  to  be  unloaded  and  handled  with 
care,  and  if  not  called  for  at  their  arrival,  must  be  put  in  a  place 
where  they  will  be  reasonably  safe  and  free  from  injury.  Until 
one  or  the  other  is  done — that  is,  the  goods  delivered,  or  else  so 
stored  for  safe  keeping — the  responsibility  of  the  carrier  con- 
tinues;' but  when  done,  it  ceases,  and  that  of  mere  warehouse- 
man takes  its  place.* 

As  against   negligent  acts  of  the   shipper,  carriers  are  held 


^Dill  V.  South  Car.  R.  R.  Co..  7 
Rich.  Law,  15Sj  Nashville  &  Chatta- 
nooga R.  R.  Co.  t7.  JackBon,  6  Heisk. 
271,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  54.  But  if 
there  be  loss  by  bad  handling,  the 
carrier  is  liable  for  that:  Dill  v.  S. 
Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  sxipra,  Railrdad 
companies  are  not  liable,  however, 
as  common  carriers,  as  to  baggf.ige  of 
passengers,  received  and  carried  as 
such.  The  liability  in  such  case  dif- 
fers from  that  of  mere  carriers  of 
freight;  the  baggage  appertains  to 
the  personal  carriage  of  its  owner: 
Dill  V.  The  South  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  7 
Rich.  Law,  158. 

-  Shaw  &  Austin  f>.  South  Car.  R. 
R.  Co.,  5  Rich.  462;  Nettles  v.  South 


Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Rich.  190.  And 
the  carrier  is  bound  to  use  ordinary 
energy  and  activity  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency, and  save  the  property:  Lamont 
&  Co.  t7.  Nashville  &  Chattanooga  R. 
R.  Co.,  9  Heisk.  58,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
284.  And  he  is  bound  to  notice  the 
signs  of  impend  ng  danger,  and  act 
accordingly:  Ibid.  These  questions 
are  for  the  jury:  Ibid, 

'Thomas  v.  Boston  &  Providence 
R.  R.  Co.,  10  Met.  472,  477;  Norway 
Plains  Co.  v,  Boston  &  Maine  R.  R. 
Co.,  1  Gray,  263,  272;  Rice  v.  Boston 
&  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  212. 

*  Rice  V,  Boston  &  Worcester  B.  R. 
Co.,  98  Mass.  212. 
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only  to  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care  and  diligence.  Thus, 
where  machinery  is  loaded  by  the  shipper  upon  a  platform  car, 
and  is  insuflSciently  secured,  so  that  it  breaks  from  its  fasten- 
ings and  is  injured  without  default  of  the  railroad  company, 
other  than  their  knowledge  of  such  insufficient  fastenings,  they 
are  not  liable/ 

8.  May  limit  liability  by  special  oontraot. — Kailroad  com- 
panies, as  common  carriers,  have  the  power  to  make  special  con- 
tracts of  affreightment  for  the  protection  of  themselves  against 
losses,  except  as  for  such  losses  as  are  occasioned  by  their  own 
wrong  conduct  or  negligence;  it  therefore  follows  that  a  contract 
or  bill  of  lading  to  transport  property,  which  exempts  the  compt- 
ny  from  liability  for  losses  occasioned  by  fire,  will  be  valid  to  pro- 
tect the  company  in  an  actioji  for  loss  by  fire,  unless  tiie  fire  or 
loss  be  occasioned  by  the  wrong  act  or  negligence  of  the  comja- 
ny.'    And  the  common  law  liability  being  thus  changed,  the  bur- 


"  Ross  V.  Troy  &  Boston  R.  R.  Co., 
49  Vt.  364.  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  203. 

« Goldey  v.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Penn. 
St.  242;  Famham  v.  The  Camden  & 
Amboy  R.  R.  Co.,  55  Penn.  St.  53; 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Butler,  57 
Penn.  St.  335;  Colton  v.  Cleveland  & 
Pittsburar  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Penn.  St.  R. 
211;  8.  C.  5  Am.  R.  424;  Grace  v.  Ad- 
ams, 100  Mass.  505;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R. 
.  131;  York  Co.  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  3 
Wall.  107;  Express  Co.  v.  Kountze 
Brothers,  8  Wall.  842;  Hannibal  & 
St.  Jos.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Swift,  12  Wall. 
262,  270;  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Mineral  Springs  Mfg.  Co.,  16  Wall. 
318;  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Lock- 
wood,  17  Wall.  357;  Evansville  & 
Crawford sville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Andros- 
coggin Mills,  22  Wall.  594,  11  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  113;  Fillebrown  v.  The 
Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co.,  55  Maine, 
462;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Morrison, 
19  111.  136;  Erie  Ry.  Co.  r.  Wilcox, 
84  111.  239,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  4hl; 
Wallace,  Supt.,  v.  Matthews,  39  Geo. 
617;  Central  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  v. 
Anderson,  58  Ga.  393,   16  Am.   Ry. 


Rep.  85;  Erie  Ry.  Co.  v.  Lockwood, 
28  Ohio  St.  358,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
143;  Gaines  t?.  Union  Transp.  &  Ins. 
Co.,  Id.  418,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  15S; 
McCoy  r.  Erie  &  Western  Transp. 
Co.,  42  Md.  498, 14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  317; 
South  &  North  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hen- 
lein,  56  Ala.  368,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
200;  Rice  v.  Kansas  Pacific  liy.  Co., 
63  Mo.  314,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  424; 
Snider  v,  Adams  Exp,  Co.,  63  Mo.  376, 
20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  435;  Hart  v.  Pfenn. 
R.  R.  Co.,  2  McCrary,  333;  S.  C.  7 
Fed.  Repr.  630, 1  Am.  and  Eng.  R.  R. 
Cas.,  614,  615.  But  the  company  can 
not  limit  liability  by  mere  notice,  as 
against  the  necessity  of  ordinary  care: 
Mann  et  al.  r.  Birch ard  et  al.,  40  Vt. 
326.  But  such  contracts,  in  Iowa,  are 
void,  under  Sec.  1308  of  the  code: 
Brush  p.  S.,  A.  &  D.  R.  R.  Co.,  43  la. 
554,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  479.  If  the 
evidence  as  to  the  terms  of  such  con- 
tract be  conflicting,  the  court  will  not 
disturb  the  verdict  of  the  jury:  Cen- 
tral R.  R.  &  B.  Co.  V,  Anderson,  su- 
pra. 
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den  of  proof,  as  to  where  the  fault  lies,  rests  upon  the  plaintifT, 
seeking  to  rec  )ver  of  the  company.  It  devolves  on  the  plaintitf, 
in  a  suit  against  a  company  upon  such  contract,  to  aver  and 
prove  the  loss  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  negligence  or 
wrong  act  of  the  defendant.* 

So,  in  Louisiana,  the  company  may  stipulate,  in  a  receipt 
given  for  goods  to  carry,  against  liability  for  loss  by  fire  (except 
as  against  loss  by  its  own  negligence  or  fault),  and  such  stipu- 
lation will  be  binding,*  But  where  the  carrier  has  stipulated 
that  the  goods  are  shipped  at  "  owner's  risk,"  this  will  not  re- 
lieve him  from  liability  for  the  results  of  his  own  negligence; 
it  will  be  construed  only  to  protect  him  from  the  ordinary  and 
known  risks  of  transportation.' 

Where  the  bill  of  lading  provides  that  the  carrier  shall  not  be 
liable  bej'ond  an  amount  named  therein,  he  will  still  be  liable 
for  the  full  value  of  the  goods,  if  lost  by  his  negligence,  when  it 
is  understood  by  the  parties  that  such  sum  is  less  than  the  real 
value.*  Such  an  agreement  covers  only  losses  occurring  from 
some  other  cause  than  the  negligence  or  fault  of  the  carrier  or 
his  servants;  and  the  rule  of  damages  is  the  same,  though  less 
is  paid  for  transportation  on  this  account.* 

But  the  policy  of  the  law  will  not  allow  a  railroad  company,  or 
other  common  carriers,  to  make  contracts  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  as  such,  releasing  or  exempting  themselves 
from  liability  for  accidents,  injuries  or  losses,  to  either  property 
or  persons,  resulting  from  or  caused  by  the  carelessness  or  wrong 


•Goldey  v.  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  30 
Penn.  St.  242;  Famham  v.  The  Cam- 
den &  Amboy  R.  R.  Co.,  55  Penn.  St. 
(5  P.  F.  Smith),  55;  Camden  &  Am- 
boy R.  R.  Co.  V.  Forsyth,  61  Penn.  St. 
81;  Colton  V.  Cleveland  &  Pittsbiirjf 
R.  R.  Co.,  67  Penn.  St.  R.  211 ;  York 
Co.  V.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Wall.  107; 
Wella  V,  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co..  24 
N.  Y.  181.  But  see,  contra^  Unifed 
States  Exp.  Co.  v.  Backman,  28  Ohio 
St.  144,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  82;  Erie 
Ry.  Oo.  #.  Lockwood,  supra.  And  on 
failure  to  make  such  proof,  the  court 
will  direct  a  verdict  for  the  defendant: 
Morrison  v,  Phillips  &  Colby  Const.  Co., 


44  Wis.  405,  19  Am.  B^  Eep.  312. 

'  Oakey  &  Hawkins  9.  Gordon,  7  La. 
An.  235;  New  Orleans  Mutual  Ins. 
Co.  p.  New  Orleans,  Jackson  &  Great 
Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  20  La.  An.  30:^; 
Levy  r.  Pontchartrain  R.  R.  Co.,  23 
La.  An.  477. 

'Nashville  &  Chattanoo^  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Jackson,  6  Heisk.  271,  12  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  54. 

.*  United  States  Exp.  Co.  •.  Back- 
man,  28  Ohio  St.  144, 14  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
82.  But  see  South  k  Horth  Ala.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Henlein,  supra;  Hart«.  Penn. 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra, 

^  U.  S.  Kzp.  Co.  r.  Backman,  supra. 
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actof  the  companies  themselves,  or  of  their  servants  and  employes.* 
Such  contracts  tend  to  lessen  the  care  which,  in  the  conduct 
of  such  business,  the  law  deems  essential  to  the  safety  of  prop- 
erty or  persons  in  process  of  transportation,  and  to  increase  the 
risk  of  all  others  not  participating  in  the  diminution  of  charges 
flowing  from  such  special  contracts,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
themselves  give  the  full  amount  of  the  ordinary  rates. 

Though  tlie  case  cited  frpm  17th  of  Wallace,  Railroad  Com- 
pany V.  Lock  wood,  was  one  involving  an  injury  to  a  passenger, 
who  was  a  cattle  drover  traveling  on  what  purported  to  be  a  free 
pass,  yet  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  Bradley, 
Justice,  in  an  elaborate  review  of  the  whole  question,  enunci- 
ate the  principle  that  a  railroad  company  can  not  stipulate  law- 
fully for  exemption  for  loss  or  injury  resulting  from  its  own  neg- 
ligence, or  the  negligence  of  its  servants,  and  that  the  principle 
applies  as  well  to  property  as  to  persons  who  are  being  carried 
for  hire;  and  that  a  drover  traveling  on  what  purports  to  be  a 
free  pass,  is  nevertheless  a  passenger  for  hire,  when  traveling 
with  and  to  take  care  of  his  live  stock,  forasmuch  as  such 
pass  results  from  the  contract  of  carriage  of  his  property,  and 
is  part  of  the  arrangement  of  the  price  of  carriage  or  freight.'^ 

It  results  from  this  principle,  that  although  railroad  com- 
panies, as  common  carriers,  may  restrict  their  liability  as  carriers 
by  a  special  contract,  yet  tliey  are  bound  to  exercise  the  same 
degree  of  care,  in  regard  to  the  property  to  be  carried,  that  an 
ordinarily  prudent  person   would  exercise  in  regard  to  it  if  it 


*  Wells  V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,.24 
N.  Y.  181;  Mynard  t\  Syracuse,  Bing- 
hamton  &  N.  Y.  R.  R.  Co.,  71  N.  Y. 
180;  S.  C.  5  Repr.  149,  15  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  412;  York  Co.  v.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
3  Wall  107;  Express  Co.  v.  Kountze 
Brothers,  8  Wall.  342;  N.  Y.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Lockwood,  17  Wall.  357; 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Butler, 
67  Penn.  St,  33o;  School  District  in 
Med  field  v.  Boston,  Hartford  k  Erie 
R.  R.  Co.,  102  Mass.  552;  Welsh  & 
Welsh  V.  The  Pittsburgr,  Fort  Wayne 
&  Chicago  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Ohio  St.  65; 
Erie  Ry.  Co.  v.  Wilcox,  84  III.  239,  16 
79 


Am.  Ry.  Rep.  457;  Clark  v.  St.  Louis, 
Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  440, 17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  284;  South 
&  North  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Henlein,  66 
Ala.  368, 19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  200.  Such 
an  action  arises  ex  delicto^  and  not  ex 
contractu:  Clark  v.  St.  L.,  K.  C.  &  N. 
Ry.  Co.,  supra.  Where  the  action  i8 
brought  on  the  contract,  the  special 
contract  must  be  set  out  in  the  decla- 
ration; but  where  it  is  in  tort  for  the 
breach  of  a  duty  imposed  by  law,  the 
contract  need  not  be  noticed:  Ibid. 

2  Railroad  Co.  p.  Lockwood,  17  Wall 
357. 
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were  his  own;'  and  therefore,  a  stipulation  against  liability  for 
"loss  or  damage  by  fire,  the  acts  of  God,  or'the  enemies  of  the 
government,  mobs,  riots,  insurrections  or  pirates,  or  from  any 
of  the  damages  incident  to  a  time  of  war,"  will  not  relieve  the 
carrier  from  liability  for  loss  from  one  of  such  causes,  if  the 
actual  negligence  of  the  carrier  contribute  to  the  bringing  about 
the  loss — as,  for  instance,  the  selecting,  the  more  dangerous  one 
of  two  routes  within  the  carrier's  control  for  the  carriage  of  the 
property,  and  the  same  is  lost  thereon.* 

The  acceptance  of  a  receipt  or  bill  of  lading,  embodying  in  it 
terms  of  exemption,  under  circumstances  calculated  to  attract 
the  attention  of  a  man  of  ordinary  prudence,  without  making 
objection  thereto,  and  at  the  time  of  delivering  the  property  to 
the  company  to  be  carried,  raises,  in  the  absence  of  other  evi-  • 
dence  or  circumstances  to  the  contrary,  the  inference  of  assent 
thereto  on  the  part  of  the  consignor.  It  is  his  duty  to  read,  and 
in  the  absence  of  fraud,  the  law  presumes  that  this  duty  was  com- 
plied with*  The  carrier,  in  such  case,  has  a  right  to  the  pro- 
tection stipulated  for  in  the  receipt  or  bill  of  lading,  and  is  not 
to  be  deprived  of  it  by  the  omission  or  negligence  of  the  con- 
signor in  not  reading  the  terms  of  consignment'  But  if  a  ver- 
bal contract  of  transportation  be  agreed  upon,  without  restric- 
tion, and  goods  be  delivered  thereon  accordingly,  its  legal  force 
or  effect  can  not  be  varied  or  limited  by  conditions  embodied  in 
a  receipt  or  bill  of  lading  subsequently  given  to  the  clerk  or  con- 
signor who  delivers  the  goods  at  the  station,  and. who  had  no  ex- 
press authority  to  contract  with  regard  thereto.*  Nor  will  notice 
or  reading  of  the  special  terms  be  presumed,  so  as  to  bind  the  con- 
signor, where   that  part  of  it  was  so  covered  by  revenue  stamps 


*  Missouri  Valley  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Cald- 
well, 8  Kans.  244,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
287:  Readr.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  & 
Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo.  199,  9 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  201. 

2  Express  Co.  v.  Kountze  Bros.,  8 
Wall.  342;  Read  r.  St.  L.,  K.  C.  &  N. 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

^ Grace  r.  Adams,  100  Mass.  505;  S. 
C.  1  Am.  R.  131;  Squire  v.  N.  Y.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  239;  Lewis  r.  Great 
Western  R.  W.  Co.,  5  Hurl.  &  N.  867; 
Detroit  &  Mil.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  Fann- 


ers' &  Millers'  Bank  of  Milwaukee, 
20  Wis.  122;  Morrison  v.  Phillips  & 
Colby  Const.  Co.,  44  Wis.  405,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  312;  Erie  Ry.  Co.  v.  Wil- 
cox, 84  111.  2 '.9,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep  457; 
Snider  v.  Adams  Exp.  Co.,  63  Mo. 
876,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  435. 

*Fillebrown  v.  Grand  Trunk  Ry. 
Co..  55  Maine,  462;  Grace  v.  Adams, 
100  Mass.  505:  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  131; 
Gaines  r.  Union  Transp.  &  Ins.  Co., 
28  Ohio  St.  418, 14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  158. 
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afiixed  to  the  receipt  or  bill  of  lading  as  to  prevent  its  being 
easily  or  intelligibly  read.  To  raise  such  presumption,  the 
proceedings  must  be  open  and  fair.*  And  an  unsigned  stipula- 
tion on  the  back  of  the  receipt,  limiting  liability,  will  not 
amount  to  notice,  and  will  not  exempt  the  carrier.* 

Nor  will  the  common  carrier  be  exempt  entirely  from  his  or- 
dinary common  law  liability  by  a  general  notice  to  that  effect,  or 
restricting  the  same,  even  if  brought  home  to  the  actual  knowl- 
edge of  the  consignor,  unless  the  same  be  assented  to  by  him, 
either  expressly  or  by  clear  implication  (and  mere  silence  will  not 
alwaj^s  amount  to  acquiescence);  for  he  has  a  right  to  be  served, 
and  to  be  served  upon  the  terms  which  the  law  imposes  on  public 
carriers  as  to  liability  for  that  which  is  intrusted  for  carriage.' 

Bv  an  amendment  to  the  charter  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  Company,  by  act  of  assembly  of  1830,  the  company 
being  authorized  to  make  special  contracts  in  relation  to  the 
transportation  of  live  stock,  a  contract  for  carriage  thereof  at 
reduced  rates,  in  consideration  of  a  release  of  all  damages  for 
injury  thereto  whilst  in  transit,  or  by  escape  from  the  cars,  or  by 
delay  in  transportation,  agreed  to  by  the  owner  of  such  stock,  is 
valid  in  law,  irrespective  of  what  the  legal  effect  thereof  would 
be  upon  general  principles.*  To  recover  in  an  action  for  dam- 
ages for  injury  to  or  loss  of  stock  transported  under  such  a  con- 
tract, it  devolves  upon  the  plaintiff  to  not  only  prove  the  injury, 
but  also  to  prove  that  such  injury  resulted  from  the  gross  negli- 
gence of  the  company,  its  agents  or  servants;  the  burden  of 
proof  in  that  respect  is  on  the  plaintiff.* 


*  Perry  v.  Thompson,  98  Mass.  249; 
Grace  v.  Adams,  100  Mass.  50o. 

2  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mineral 
Springs  Mannf.  Co.,  16  Wall.  3H. 
And  see  Newell  r.  Smith,  49  Vt.  255, 
17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  100. 

'Jud-!on  r.  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  6 
Allen,  486;  Kimball  r.  The  Rutland 
&  Burlington  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Vt.  247; 
Moses  V,  The  Boston  &  Maine  R.  R. 
Co.,  4  Foster  (24  N.  H.),  71;  Erie  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Wilcox,  84  111.  239,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  457.  A  consignor,  shipping  his 
own  goods  to  a  person  having  a  spe- 
riiil  contract  with  the  carrier  for  the 
carriage  of  freight  at  reduced  rates, 


and  at  the  owner's  risk,  and  after- 
ward accounting  with  the  consignee 
for  the  charges  paid  by  him  at  such 
reduced  rates,  does  not  thereby  ratify 
the  contract,  so  that  the  goods  are  car- 
ried at  his  risk,  unless  he  had  notice 
of  the  contract:  White  v.  Goodrich 
Transp.  Co.,  46  Wis.  493,  21  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  398. 

*  Dankard  r.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.,  34  Md.  197;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R. 
321 ;  McCann  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co..  20Md.202;  York  Co.  r.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  3  Wall.  107. 

*  Bankard  r.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co..  34  Md.  197;    New  Jersey 
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In  an  action  growini^  out  of  such  contract  of  affreif^htment,  f<)r 
damages  caused  by  the  alleged  gross  negligence  of  the  company, 
it  is  holdeu  that  the  fact  that  cars  became  detached  or  broke 
loose  from  a  train,  on  a  curve,  and  ran  back  and  collided  with  a 
train  below,  and  thereby  injured  plaintilf 's  cattle,  is  not  of  itself 
proof  of  gross  negligence;*  nor  is  the  breaking  of  a  car  wheel, 
the  running  off  the  track  in  turning  round  a  curve,  or  an  ordi- 
nary collision,  of  themselves,  without  other  evidence  showing 
that  they  were  caused  by  the  neglect  or  fault  of  the  company,  its 
servants  or  agents.'  Neither  of  these  is  sufficient  to  bring 
the  case  within  the  terms  of  liability  of  such  special  contract,  so 
as  to  enable  plaintiff  to  recover.  Neither  will  delay  in  trans- 
portation, unless  resulting  from  gross  negligence  of  the  compa- 
ny; and  mere  proof  of  the  delay,  without  more,  will  not  estab- 
lish such  necjliijence.' 

Following  the  English  rulings  on  the  subject,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Maine,  in  Sager  v.  The  Portsmouth,  S.  &  P.  &  E.  Rail- 
road Company,  held,  in  1857,  that  a  railroad  company  may  limit 
its  liability  as  a  common  carrier,  not  only  by  an  express  contract, 
but  also  impliedly,  by  a  general  notice  of  limitation,  if  the 
knowledge  of  the  latter  be  brought  home  to  the  party  intrusting 
the  property  to  its  care;  that  under  such  circumstances  the 
company  will  be  deemed  to  have  exchanged  its  character  of  car- 
rier for  that  of  special  bailee,  and  will  be  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  the  limitation.*     But  where  notice  is  relied  on,  the  burden  of 


Steam  Nav.  Co.  v.  Merchants'  Bank, 
6  How.  oSA.  But  see  St.  Loais,  Kan- 
sas City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Pi- 
per, 13  Kans.  505,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
204. 

»  Bankard  v.  B.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  su- 
pra, 

^Bankard  v.  B.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  su- 
pra, 

'  Bankard  v.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.,  84  Md.  197.  And  where, 
under  a  contract  exempting  the  carri- 
er from  loss  caused  by  stock  jumping 
from  the  cars,  it  appears  the  owner 
refused  to  ship  the  stock  in  defendant's 
car,  and  thr»y  were  carried  in  a  car  be- 
longing to  another  road,  and  were  in- 


jured by  jumping  out  by  reason  of  the 
door  I  eing  open,  the  defendant  com- 
pany will  not  be  liable  for  any  defect 
in  the  door  fastenings,  without  actual 
knowledge  on  their  part:  lllinois^Cen- 
tral  R.  R.Co.  r.  Hall,  58  III.  409,  11 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  95. 

*  Sager  v.  The  Portsmouth,  S.  k  P. 
&  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  31  Maine,  228;  S.  C. 
1  Am.  R.  W.  Cases,  171;  Angeil  on 
Carriers,  sec.  247;  Beckman  v,  Shouse, 
5  Rawle,  189;  Bingham  r.  Rogers,  6 
Watts  k  Sergt.  500;  Laing  t?.  Colder, 
8  Penn.  St.  R.  479;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R. 
W.  Cas.  378;  The  Camden  &  Amboy 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Baldauf,  16  Penn.  St.  R. 
67;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Caa.  357. 
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proof  to  establish  the  same  rests  upon  the  company.*  Neither 
such  notice  nor  contract  will  shield  the  company  from  liability 
for  loss  or  injury  occasioned  by  the  ffaud,  wrong  act  or  negli- 
gence of  the  company,  its  agents  or  servants,  nor  from  injuries  re- 
sulting from  the  disobedience  of  rfiasonable  directions  of  the  own- 
er as  to  the  manner  of  transportation,  consented  to  by  the  com- 
pany at  the  time  of  receiving  the  property  to  be  carried.*  But 
when  the  existence  of  such  contract,  or  of  such  notice,  and 
knowledge  thereof  in  plaintiff,  is  shown,  and  is  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  the  law  will  enforce,  the  burden  of  proof  is  then  shifted 
onto  him,  and  it  rests  with  liira  to  prove  such  misconduct  or 
negligence  of  defendant  as  will  charge  it  with  liability  for  the 
injiiry  or  loss.  So,  if  the  plaintiff  rely  on  disobedience  of  di- 
*  rections  as  to  the  manner  of  transportation,  it  rests  on  him  to 
prove  the  giving  of  the  directions;  and  when  so  proven,  a  fail- 
ure to  follow  them  again  throws  the  burden  of  proof  on  the 
company,  to  show  that  tlie  property  is  lost  or  injured  without  the 
fault  of  the  company.' 

As  to  contracts  exempting  the  carrier  from  the  necessity  of 
using  ordinary  care,  and  indemnifying  the  company  from  liabil- 
ity for  losses  occasioned  by  their  own  neijligence  or  misconduct 
while  carrying  for  hire,  all  such  stipulations  are  void,  as  against 
tlie  policy  of  the  law,  and  as  having  a  tendency  to  encourage 
guilty  negligence,  fraud  and  crime.*  Nor  can  tliey  limit  the 
time  in  which  application  shall  be  made  for  damages  sustained 
to  property  being  carried.  * 


>  Sager  v.  The  Portsmouth,  S.  &  P. 
&  E.  R.  R.  Co,,  31  Maine,  228;  S.  C. 
1  Am.  R.  W.  Cases,  171;  Angell  on 
Camera,  sec.  247;  Laingv.  Colder  and 
others,  8  Penn.  St.  R.  479;  The  Cam- 
den &  Amboy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Baldauf,  16 
Penn.  St.  R.  67.  And  see  Gaines  v. 
Union  Transp.  &  Ins.  Co.,  28  Ohio  St. 
418,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  158;  Newell  v. 
Smith,  49  Vt.  255,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
100. 

2  Sager  r.  The  Portsmouth,  S.  &  P. 
&  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  31  Maine,  228;  Laing 
V.  Colder,  8  Penn.  St  R.  479;  Cam- 
den &  Amboy  R.  R,  Co.  v,  Baldauf, 
16  Penn.  St.  R.  67. 


» Sager  v.  The  Portsmouth,  S.  &  P. 
&  E.  R.  R.  Co..  31  Maine,  228. 

*  Jones  V.  Voorhees,  10  Ohio,  145; 
Cleveland,  Painesville  &  Ashtabula 
R.  R.  Co.  t\  Curran,  19  Ohio  St.  1; 
S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  362;  Camden  &  Am- 
boy R.  R.  Co.  V.  Baldauf,  16  Penn. 
St.  R.  67;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas. 
3'>7;  Cole  p.  Goodwin,  19  Wend.  251; 
St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry. 
Co.  r.  Piper,  13  Kans.  505,  8  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  204. 

'  Southern  Exp.  Co.  v.  Caperton,  44 
Ala.  101.  But  see,  contra,  Goggin  v. 
Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  12  Kans.  416. 
8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  278,  in  which  it  is 
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There  are  cases  of  carrying  free  of  charge,  howe^^er,  wliich 
may  allow  of  such  contracts,  and  in  which  they  will  be  enforced; 
but  in  such  cases  the  circumstances  are  such  as  to  relieve  the 
company  from  its  character  and  corresponding  obligations  of 
common  carrier — as,  for  instance,  in  case  of  a  special  agreement 
to  carry  a  person  free,  on  condition  that  no  liability  whatever 
rest  upon  the  carrier,  and  there  be  no  other  relation  between  the 
parties  than  tliat  arising  from  the  agreement.* 

In  Illinois  it  is  holden  that  merchantable  corn  does  not  come 
within  the  term  "perishable  property."  and  that  a  provision  in 
a  contract  for  railroad  transportation  releasing  the  company 
from  loss  on  perishable  property,  does  not  protect  such  company 
from  liability  for  merchantable  corn  spoiled  and  lost  by  reason 
of  a  failure  to  transport  and  deliver  the  same  within  a  reasona- 
ble time.'  The  Supreme  Court  of  that  state,  Walker,  Justice, 
say:  "Perishable  property,  in  the  commercial  sense,  is  that 
which,  from  its  nature,  decays  in  a  short  space  of  time,  without 
reference  to  the  care  it  receives.'" 

The  ruling  in  Wisconsin  is,  that  the  acceptance  of  a  receipt 
for  goods  to  transport,  with  knowledge  of  restrictive  conditions 
annexed  thereto  as  to  the  liability  of  the  company,  will  bind  the 
shipper  to  the  conditions,  if  he  retain  the  same  and  make  no  ob- 
jection thereto,  and  it  still  be  in  time  to  avail  himself  by  objec- 
tion;* but  where  the  goods  had  started  en  route  before  the  de- 
livery of  such  a  receipt,  it  was  held  allowable  to  admit  parol  evi- 
dence to  show  the  true  contract,  and  to  rebut  the  restrictive  con- 
ditions of  the  receipt.*  But  if  the  knowledi^e  of  the  restrictive 
clause  be  not  brought  home  to  the  party  by  proof,  then  he  will 

• 

held  that  a  regfulation  that  daraaees  waived  the  delay, 

shall  not  be  allowed  unless  claimed  at  *  Kinney  v.  The  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  of 

orbetbretheunloadingof  stock,  is  rea-  New  .Jersey,   34  N.J.  513;    S.  C.   3 

Bonable.     See,  also,  Rice  v.  Same,  63  Am.  R.  265. 

Mo.  314,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  424,  in  which  '  Illinois  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McClel- 
the  principal  question  was  not  decided,  Ian,  .54  111.  58;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  83. 
but  it  was  held  the  proof  showed  a  -  Illinois  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  McCl el- 
substantial  compliance  with  the  pur-  Ian,  54  111.  58. 

pose  of  the  contract,  i.  e.y  to  give  the  *  Stiohn  and  another  r.  The  EHetroit 

company  an  opportunity  to  inspect  the  &  Mil.   Ry.  Co.,  21  Wis.  554;  Mor- 

stock  before  they  were  taken  away  or  rison  v.  Phillips  &  Colby  Const.  Co., 

slaughtered,  and  ascertain  for  itself  44  Wis.  405,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  312. 

the  extent  of  the  damage;  and  that,  *Strohn  and   another  v,  Detroit  & 

by  their  conduct,   the  company  had  Mil.  Rj.  Co.,  21  Wis.  554. 
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not  be  bound  thereby.  To  attempt  tlms  to  alter  or  evade  an 
agreement  orally  made  for  affreightment,  would  be  fraudulent.' 

And  so  in  Virginia,  the  doctrine  is,  that  a  railroad  corporation 
may  not  only  secure  itsejf  by  express  contract,  but  also  by  notice 
actually  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  shipper,  against  liability 
as  insurer,  and  also  against  losses  of  property  of  value,  of  the 
character  of  which  the  company  were  not  informed;  as  also  for 
loss  from  innate  liability  of  the  article  to  decay,  or  for  loss  of 
animals,  which  are  by  nature  liable  to  be  unruly;  except  so  far 
as  any  such  losses  occur  by  the  neglect  or  fault  of  the  company 
itself.*  And  so  in  West  Virginia,  as  against  all  loss,  except  it 
occur  by  misfeasance  or  fraud  of  the  carrier,  provided  the  con- 
tract be  explicit.' 

In  Pennsylvania  the  ruling  is,  and  uniformly  has  been,  that 
common  carriers  can  not,  by  special  contract,  relieve  themselves 
from  liability  for  losses  or  injuries  resulting  from  their  own 
nefjli^rence.  The  courts  of  that  state,  savs  Judn^e  Read,  in  Penn- 
sylvania  Railroad  Company  v.  Henderson,  "have  always  adhered 
to  one  rule  with  regard  to  the  limitation  of  their  liability  by 
common  carriers,  from  Beckman  v,  Shouse,  5  Rawle,  179,  decided 
on  the  30th  March,  1835,  to  Goldey  v.  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  6  Casey,  246,  decided  in  1858,  a  period  of  twenty- 
three  years,  and  such  is  still  the  doctrine  of  our  courts."* 

But  special  agreements  of  exemption  of  the  company  from 
liability,  executed  by  the  sln'pper,  after  a  portion  of  the  goods  had 
been  unconditionally  received  for  carriage  by  the  company,  and 
already  lost  by  it,  do  not  exempt  the  company  from  the  loss  al- 
ready incurred,  although  intended  to  cover  those  as  to  their 
carriage,  the  loss  of  the  same  being  then  unknown  to  the  owners 
or  shippers.  Such  contract  operates  prospectively;  and  so,  also, 
as  to  damages  from  unreasonable  delay.* 


'Strohn  and  another  v.  Detroit  & 
Mil.  Ry.  Co.,  '21  Wis.  b-A. 

^Yirfrinia  &  Tcnn.  R  R.  Co.  v. 
Sayers,  26  Gratt.  328. 

'Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  f>. 
Rathbone,  1  West  Va.  87;  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Skeels,  3  West 
Va.  556. 

*  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hender- 
sott,  51  Penn.  St.  315,  329.  330.    And 


this  rule  obtains  in  Kansas:  St.  Louis, 
Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Piper,  13  Kans.  505,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
204. 

*  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Adams  and  others,  15  Mich.  (2  Jftnni- 
son),  458;  Cleveland  &  Toledo  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Pel  kins,  17  Mich.  (4  Jennison), 
296. 
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Where  a  railroad  company  has  established  two  sets  of  rates, 
one  covering  their  ordinary  common  law  liability,  and  a  lower 
rate  in  consideration  of  the  limitation  of  their  liability,  so  as  to 
cover  nothing  but  willful  misconduct  of  their  servants,  and  the 
plaintiff  ships  his  goods  at  "owner's  risk,"  it  will  be  intended 
that  thereby  he  shipped  them  at  the  lo^ver  rate,  and  for  injuries 
to  the  goods  occasioned  by  mere  negligence  of  the  defendant  or 
its  servants,  no  recovery  can  be  had.* 

However  the  terms  of  exemption  may  be  understood  in  their 
ordinary  sense,  it  is  competent  for  the  parties  to  attach  thereto 
other  unusual  or  arbitrary  meaning;*'^  but  such  meaning  should 
be  plain,  and  free  from  reasonable  doubt.*  Where  the  railroad 
company  was  exempted  by  the  bill  of  lading  from  damage  or 
deficiency  in  packages^  it  was  held  this  exemption  was  intended 
to  apply  only  to  the  unknown  contents  of  packages,  and  did  not 
apply  to  corn  shipped  in  bulk.*  Where  the  mode  of  estimat- 
ing th(j  loss  or  damage  is  provided  for  by  the  bill  of  lading,  no 
parol  explanation,  or  evidence  of  the  course  of  dealing  between 
the  parties,  is  admissible  to  ascertain   the  extent  of  the  dam- 


ages. 


9.  Liability  for  throngh  freights. — Liability  of  a  railroad 
company,  as  carriers,  for  through  freights  transported  over  its 
line  for  points  beyond  the  terminus  of  its  road,  continues 
only  until  the  arrival  of  the  goods  at  such  terminus,  and  notice 
thereof,  and  of  readiness  to  deliver  the  same,  be  given  to  the 
connecting  line  which  is  designed  to  receive  them,  and  also, 
for  a  reasonable  time  after  such  notice  to  enable  such  connectinar 
line  to  take  the  goods  away.®  If,  after  such  notice,  and  the  lapse 
of  a  reasonable  time  therefor,  the  goods  be  not  taken  by  the 


'  Lewis  V.  Great  Western  Ry.  Co., 
Law  Rep.  3  Q.  B.  Div.  195,  15  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  601. 

^  McCoy  t\  Erie  k  Western  Transp. 
Co.,  42  Md.  498,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
317. 

«  McCoy  V.  E.  &  W.  Trans.  Co. 

*  McCoy  V.  E.  &  W.  Trans.  Co. 

*  McCoy  f?.  K.  &  W.  Trans.  Co. 

« McDonald  r.  The  Western  R.  R. 
Co.,  34  N.  Y.  497;  Mills  and  othoi-s 
V.  The  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  N. 


Y.  622;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  152;  Law- 
rence V.  The  Winona  &  St.  Peter  R. 
R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  890;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R. 
130;  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mineral 
Springs  Mfg.  Co.,  16  Wall.  318;  Nau- 
gratuck  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  Waterbui-y 
Button  Company,  24  Conn.  468; 
McMillan  and  another  r.  Mich.  S.  & 
N.  Ind.  R.  R.  Co..  16  Mich.  79;  T^uis- 
ville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  f.  Camp- 
bell, 7  Heisk.  253,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
490. 
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connecting  line,  the  company  may  terminate  its  liability  as  car- 
rier by  a  proper  storage  of  the  goods/ 

The  mere  receipt  of  goods  by  a  railroad  company  for  trans- 
portation, marked  and  directed  to  a  place  beyond  the  terminus 
of  its  own  line,  does  not  impose  on  the  company  any  obliga- 
tion to  carry  the  same  beyond  such  terminus;*''  nor  does  it  impose 
on  the  company  so  receiving  the  same  any  liability  for  injury  to 
or  loss  of  the  goods,  caused  or  incurred  at  any  place  beyond 
such  terminus.*  The  English  autliorities  tending  to  a  different 
ruling  have  not  been  recognized  as  authority,  or  followed  in  this 
country.* 

In  the  case  cited  from  1  Gray,  the  receipt  given  by  the  defend- 
ant for  the  goods  was  to  "transport  to  New  York,"  which  was 
beyond  the  terminus  of  the  company's  own  line,  and  was  the  place 
to  which  the  goods  were  directed;  but  these  being  common  with 
the  company  beyond  such  terminus,  and  no  pay  received  for 
transportation  further  than  over  defendant's  own  line,  the  court 
held  the  defendant  clear  of  liability  beyond  its  own  line.  The 
court  say:  **  that  obligation  is  nothing  more  than  to  transport  the 
i^oods  safely  to  the  end  of  their  road,  and  there  deliver  them  to 
tlie  proper  carriers,  to  be  forwarded  toward  their  ultimate  destina- 
tion " — "  If  they  can  be  held  liable  for  a  loss  that  happens  on  any 
railroad  besides  their  own,  we  know  not  what  is  the  limit  of 
their  liabiltity."  * 

Nor   will  the  legal  relations  of  the  company   receiving  the 


^  Mills  and  others  r.  Mich.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  45  N.  Y.  622;  Railroad  Com- 
pany r.  Manufacturing  Co.,  16  Wall. 
818;  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Campbell,  supra.  In  Minnesota,  it 
is  held  that  the  carrier  ia  bound  to  de- 
liver to  the  connecting  line,  and  is  not 
i-eleaned  from  liability  by  storage: 
Irish  V.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co., 
19  Minn.  376,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  89. 

2  Elmore  r.  Naugatuck  R.  R.  Co.,  23 
Conn.  457;  Naugatuck  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
The  Waterbury  Button  Co.,  24  Conn. 
468;  Nutting  r.  Conn.  River  R.  R.  Co.. 
1  Gray,  502^  Detroit  &  Bay  City  Ry. 
Cu.  V.  McKenz'e,  4:^  Mich.  609;  S.  C.  5 
X.  W.  Repr.  10:U,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rpp. 
157.  EsiDCcially  where  the  bill  of  lading 


shows  a  contract  to  cany  to  a  point 
short  of  the  direction:  Merchants* 
Disp.  &'  Trans.  Co.  t*.  Moore,  88  111. 
l.")6,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  293. 

'  Elmore  r.  The  Naugatuck  R.  R. 
Co.,  23  Conn.  457;  Naugatuck  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  The  Waterbury  Button  Co.,  24 
Conn.  408. 

*  Hood  V.  N.  York  &  N.  Haven  R. 
R.  Co.,  22  Conn.  1;  Elmore  v.  Nauga- 
tuck R.  R.  Co.,  23  Conn.  457;  Van- 
santvoord  v.  St.  John,  6  Hill.  157; 
Fanners'  &  Mechanics*  Bank  v. 
Champlain  Transp.  Co.,  18  Vt.  140, 
and  2:5  ib.  209. 

*  Nutting  r.  Conn.  River  R.  R.  Co., 
1  Gray,  502,  504;  Elmore  v.  Nauga- 
tuck R.  R.  Co.,  23  Conn.  457,  473. 
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freight  for  eliipment  be  altered,  in  respect  to  thron<^h  iialjillt}' 
toward  the  consignor  or  owner,  by  reason  of  an  advertisement 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  shipper,  and  held  out  by  the 
railroad  company,  as  follows: 

"NAUGATUCK  RAILROAD. 

*'To  Freight  Shippers;  Freight  will  be  way-billed  from  each 
station  for  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Bridgeport. 

"C^*  The  facilities  for  transporting  freight  having  been 
greatly  increased,  shippers  may  rest  assured  that  their  goods 
will  be  taken  through  to  their  destination  with  despatch. 

"  Philo  Hurd,  Superintendent. 

"  Bridgeport,  April  29,  1852."  ' 

In  regard  to  this  advertisement,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Con- 
necticut, Ellsworth,  Justice,  say:  "This  notice,  when  justly 
considered,  in  our  judgment,  furnishes  but  little,  if  an}',  evidence 
of  a  special  contract  to  transport,  beyond  what  the  law  itself  im- 
plies. It  gives  notice  how  all  freight  received  on  the  defend- 
ant's road  will  be  arranged  and  classified,  in  the  defendant's 
way-bill,  and  generally,  that  the  facilities  for  transporting 
freight  are  greatly  improved,  and  may  be  considered  certain. 
Circumstances  of  a  like  character,  only  much  stronger,  were 
pressed  upon  us  in  the  case  of  Hood  v.  The  New  York  &  New 
Haven  Railroad  Co.;  but  they  were  then  held  to  be  equivocal 
and  indecisive,  and  we  did  then,  as  we  do  now,  attach  but  little 
importance  to  such  general  testimony,  especially  when,  if  all 
other  evidence  in  the  case  is  taken  into  consideration,  such  gen- 
eral testimony  is  fully  explained.*^" 

Where  the  goods  are  destroyed  by  fire  after  their  arrival  at 
such  terminus,  and  before  delivery  thereof  to  the  connecting 
line,  and  before  notice  of  their  arrival,  and  the  expiration  of  a 
reasonable  time  for  taking  the  same  away,  the  company  are 
liable  for  their  loss.  In  sucli  case,  the  relation  of  carrier  is  not 
changed.*     And  if,  at  the  terminus  of  a  line,  the  goods  be  there 

^  Elmore  v.  Naugatuck  R.  R.  Co.,  23  rence  v.  ITie  Winona  &  St.  Peter  R. 

Conn.  457.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  390;  Mich.  Cent.  R. 

'Elmore  v.  Naugatuck  R.  R.  Co.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mineral  Springrs  Mfg.  Co., 

23  Conn.  457,  475.  16  Wall.  318;  Erie  Ry.  Co.  v.  Look- 

3  Mills  r.  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  wood,  28  Ohio  St.  358,  14  Am.  Ry. 

K.  Y.  622;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  152;  Law-  Rep.  143. 
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detained  for  the  convenience  of  such  line,  in  view  of  arranixe- 
ments  of  such  line  with  a  ])articular  carrier,  between  there  and 
their  destination,  and  during  such  detention  they  be  destroyed 
by  fire,  the  company  so  detaining  them  are  liable,  in  the  absence 
of  notice  to  the  consignee  or  connecting;  line." 

In  the  case  cited  from  16  Wallace,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  Davis,  Justice,  say:  "it  is  the  duty  of  the  carrier, 
in  the  absence  of  any  special  contract,  to  carry  safely  to  the  end  of 
his  line,  and  to  deliver  to  the  next  carrier  in  the  route  beyond  "; 
that  this  rule  of  liability  is  adopted  generally  by  the  courts  of 
this  country,  although  in  England,  and  in  some  of  the  states, 
there  is  a  disposition  to  treat  the  obligation  of  the  carrier  first 
receiving  the  goods  as  continuing  throughout  the  entire  route; 
but  that  "the  rule  that  holds  the  carrier  onlv  liable  to  the  extent 
of  his  own  route,  and  for  the  safe  storage  and  delivery  to  the  next 
carrier,  is  in  itself  so  just  and  reasonable  that  we  do  not  hesitate 
to  give  it  our  sanction." '  In  the  same  connection,  however,  that 
court  add,  that  "  public  policy  *  *  *  requires  that  the  rule 
should  be  enforced,  and  will  not  allow  the  carrier  to  escape  re- 
sponsibility on  storing  the  goods  at  the  end  of  his  route,  without 
delivery  or  an  attempt  to  deliver  to  the  connecting  carrier";  that 
in  such  case  the  carrier  must  do  some  act  indicating:  his  intention 
to  renounce  his  obligation  as  carrier,  in  addition  to  a  simple  notice 
of  arrival,  and  deposit^f  the  goods  in  the  carrier's  depot — as,  for 
insjtance,noticeof  readiness  to  deliver,  and  then  if  not  received  in 
a  reasonable  time  thereafter  by  the  connecting  line,  a  warehousing 
of  the  goods  safely  in  the  carrier's,  or  other  proper  warehouse, 
will  discharge  him  from  liability  as  a  common  Ciirrier.' 

It  is  the  duty  of  railroad  companies,  as  common  carriers,  not 
only  to  receive,  keep  and  safely  transport  the  goods  intrusted  to 
them  for  carriage,  with  reasonable  despatch,  to  their  place  of  desti- 
nation, on  the  line  of  their  roads,  and  there  to  deliver  the  same 
to  the  consignee  on  application,  upon  demand,  within  a  reason- 
able time  after  their  arrival,  but  also,  if  the  goods  are  received  to 
be  carried  and  forwarded  to  some  one  apart  from  or  beyond  the 
company's  own  route,  and  the  direction  is  to  a  particular  person 

'Lawrence  v,  Winona  &  St.  Peter  'RailroadCo.r.  Manufacturing  Co., 

R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  390;  S.  C.  2  Am.  16  Wall.  318,  324. 

R.  130;  Railroad  Co.  v.  Manufacturing  '  Railroad  Co.  v.  Manufacturing  Co., 

Co.,  16  Wall.  318.  16  WaU.  318,  324,  325. 
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at  such  place  of  trans-shipment,  or  from  which  they  are  to  be  for- 
warded, then  on  their  arrival  there,  the  company  should  give  no- 
tice to  such  consignee,  at  the  time  of  delivering  the  goods  to  him, 
of  the  instruction  received  by  the  company  as  to  forwarding  to 
the  ultimate  place  of  destination.' 

In  case  of  a  through  freiglit  contract,  where  a  condition  for 
limited  liabihty  is  embodied  in  the  receipt  or  bill  of  ladinLS 
which  according  to  the  course  of  transportation  is  inoperative, 
then  liability  continues  over  the  whole  line,  just  as  if  such  sup- 
posed exemption  had  not  been  stipulated  for;  for  instance,  if  the 
condition  of  exemption  be,  that  the  responsibility  of  the  first 
company  should  cease  "  when  the  goods  are  unloaded  from  the 
cars  "  at  the  terminus  of  snch  company's  road,  and  the  course  of 
business  showed  that  freights  were  always  forwarded  thence  in 
the  cars  in  which  they  arrived,  and  were  never  unloaded  at  such 
terminus,  it  is  holden  that  in  case  of  loss,  recovery  may  be  had 
against  such  first  company,  as  on  a  through  freight  contract, 
notwithstanding  such  stipulation  for  exemption.' 

10.  Liability  of  connecting  lines. — The  receipt,  by  a  com- 
mon carrier,  of  property  to  be  carried  and  forwarded  to  the  place 
of  final  destination,  under  an  agreement,  expressed  in  the  re- 
ceipt given  for  the  same,  that  the  company  "  are  not  to  be  held 
liable  for  a  loss  or  damage  except  as  forwarders  only,"  amounts 
to  an  obligation  only  to  carry  the  property  safely  over  the  com- 
pany's own  line  to  the  termination  thereof,  and  to  there  forward 
it  from  such  termiuus  by  a  coimccting  route,  in  the  like  condi- 
tion in  which  it  was  when  received." 

And  where  the  common  carrier,  receiving  goods  to  be  carried 
and  forwarded,  stipulates  in  its  receipt  for  the  goods,  or  in  the 
bill  of  lading,  that  it  shall  not  be  liable  for  loss  by  fire,  nor  for 
any  loss  occurring  beyond  the  terminus  of  its   own  line,  such 


^Selma  &  Meridian  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Butts  &  Foster,  43  Ala.  aS5. 

a  Toledo,  P.  &  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Merri- 
man,  52  111.  123;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  590. 

*Lamb  v.  The  Camden  &  Aniboy 
R.  R,  &  Transportation  Co.,  46  N.  Y. 
271;  Reed  t>.  U.  S.  Express  Co.,  48  N. 
Y.  462;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  561;  Coltun  v. 
Cleveland  &  Pittsburg  R.  R.  Co.,  67 
Penn.  St.  211;  Garsicle  r.  PropnetorB 


of  Trent  &  Mersey  Nav.,  1  En^.  R. 
W.  &  C.  Cases,  568;  Bryan  i'.  Mem- 
phis &  Paducah  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Bush, 
597,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  895;  Snider  r. 
Adams  Exp.  Cc  ,  63  Mo.  376,  20  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  435.  But  see  St.  Louis, 
Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Piper,  13  Kans.  505,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep, 
204. 
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carrier  may  make  a  like  stipulation  with  the  company  or  com- 
panies to  whom  the  same  is  delivered  for  further  carrias^e,  at 
tlie  terminus  of  its  line,  a^id  sucli  stipulation  will  be  bindinij 
upon  the  consignor;  and  so  may  the  agent  of  snch  original  line, 
to  whom,  or  to  whose  care,  the  goods  are  consigned  by  such  com- 
pany originally  receiving  the  same.^  But  if  the  loss  by  fire  be 
occasioned  by  tlie  carrier's  own  negligence,  then  snch  carrier  by 
whose  negligence  the  loss  occurs,  is  liable  for  the  loss,  notwith- 
standing such  stipulation  for  exemption.'  It  will  not  be  in- 
tended that  such  contract  was  designed  to  protect  the  carrier 
from  the  consequences  of  its  own  negligence;  nor  would  the 
policy  of  the  law  countenance  such  a  stipulation,  if  made. 

The  burden  of  proof,  however,  in  an  action  for  loss  by  fire,  aris- 
ing under  such  a  contract  of  exemption  from  loss  by  fire,  is  cast 
upon  the  plaintiff,  to  show  the  loss  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
reason  of  defendant's  negligence;'  for  the  ordinary  character  of 
iripurer  is  pnt  aside  by  snch  a  contract.  The  carrier  is  no  long- 
er bound  absolutely,  if  the  loss  is  by  fire;  but  only  if  it  flow 
from  negligence  on  his  part. 

To  avoid  responsibility  for  loss  of  goods  which  may  occur  by 
misdirection  on  the  next  connectini'  route,  there  should  be  for- 
warded  with  the  goods  the  instructions,  or  copies  thereof,  re- 
cti ved  from  the  consiijnor.  In  default  thereof,  thev  are  bound 
for  all  loss  occasioned  by  such  neglect.*  Mere  marks  and  labels 
attached  to  or  placed  on  the  goods,  will  not  excuse  the  omission 
of  proper  instructions.* 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  company  to  be  careful  to  understand  and 
follow  the  directions  marked  upon  the  goods  to  he  carried.  An 
error  in  this  respect,  if  the  fault  of  its  own  agent,  may  render 
the  company  liable;*  if  the  fault  of  the  consignor's,  as  for 
illegibility,  or  other  cause  calculated   to  mislead,  he  must  take 


'Lamb  v.  Camden  &  AmboyR.  R. 
&  Transportation  Co.,  46  N.  Y.  271; 
S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  327;  Colton  v.  Cleve- 
land &  Pittsburg  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Penn. 
St.  211. 

'  Lamb  r.  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R. 
&  Transportation  Co.,  46  N.  Y.  271; 
S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  327;  Colton  d.  Cleve- 
land &  Pittsburg  R.  R.  Co.,  67  Penn. 
St.  211. 


*  Lamb  v.  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R. 
&  Transportation  Co.,  46N.  Y.  271; 
Colton  r.  Cleveland  &  Pittsburg  R.  R. 
Co.,  67  Penn.  St.  211. 

*  Little  Miami  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Wash- 
bum,  22  Ohio  St.  324. 

»  Little  Miami  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wash- 
burn, supra. 

®Concrart?.  The  Galena  &  Chi. Union 
R.  R.Co.,  17  Wis.  477. 
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the  conseqnciiccs.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  carrier,  if  on  a  merely 
connecting  line,  to  deliver  the  goods  to  the  next  connecting  line 
indicated  by  the  direction  on  tlie  goods;  and  if  there  be  no  direc- 
tion, then  to  deliver  them  to  the  proper  company,  to  be  forward- 
ed by  the  usual  road.'  The  question  of  negligence  as  to  the 
direction  on  the  goods,  and  of  covering  thereto  by  the  company, 
is  for  the  jury  to  decide.' 

The  suit  for  loss  or  injury  of  the  goods  is  properly  brought, 
as  to  the  party  plaintiff,  if  in  the  name  of  the  real  owner;  and 
althougli  the  law  presumes  the  consignee  to  be  such,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  yet  that  presumption  may  be  rebutted  and 
explained  by  evidence;  and  if  from  the  evidence  it  appears  that 
the  action  is  brought  by  the  real  owner,  then  there  is  no  longer 
any  ground  for  claiming  that  the  action  should  be  by  the  con- 
signee.' 

The  carrier  can  not  dispute  the  title  of  the  consignor  of  goods 
to  be  carried,  in  an  action  for  loss  or  injury,  on  tlie  mere  ground 
that  the  consignor,  being  a  corporation,  has  no  capacity  to  hold 
or  own  such  goods,  or  that  the  purchase  or  ownership  thereof 
by  the  consignor  is  unlawful.*  Though  the  consignor  be  a  cor- 
poration, and  the  goods  be  of  a  character  which  it  may  not  ordi- 
narily deal  in,  or  may  have  been  obtained  in  violation  of  its 
charter,  yet  that  question  can  not  arise  in  an  action  for  their 
loss.* 

A  company  receiving  freight  for  transportation  to  a  connect- 
ing line,  is  not  excused  from  so  doing  by  a  block  in  the  line  of 
transportation  on  such  connecting  line,  or  beyond  it  on  the 
next,  by  an  excess  of  freight  or  other  cause;  but  must,  in  a  rea- 
sonable time,  carry  forward  the  goods  over  its  own  line  to  the 
terminus  thereof,  and  there  offer  to  deliver  them  to  the  affents 
of  such  line.'  If  having  done  so,  there  be  a  refusal  to  receive 
them,  then  the  fault  and   responsibility  is  on  the  connecting 

»Congar    r.    The    Galena    &    Chi.  "*The  Farni'-rs'  &  Millers'  Bank  v 

Union  R.  R.  Co,,  17  Wis.  477,  484,  The  Detroit  &  Mil.  R.  R.  Co.,  17  Wis. 

4S5.  372. 

2  Congar    v.    The    Galena    &    Chi.  » The  Farmers'  &  Millers'   Bank  ». 

Union  R.  R.  Co.,  17  Wis.  477.  The  Detroit  &  Mil.  R.  R.  Co.,  17  Wis. 

^Concrar   v    The    Galena    &    Chi.  372. 

Union  R.  R.  Co.,  17  Wis.  477,  485,  ^McLaren  and  another  p.  Detroit  & 

48'j.  Mil.  R.  R.  Co.,  2:;  Wis.  138. 
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line,  and  the  first  carrier  will  be  discharged  as  carrier  for  the 
same  up  to  that  time.* 

Each  carrier  on  merely  connecting  lines,  has,  in  turn,  its  lien 
upon  the  goods  carried  over  its  line,  for  the  cost  of  carriage  or 
frei;jjht  over  its  own  line,  as  also  for  the  back  charges  of  freiglits 
ant'  handling  on  the  line  or  lines  preceding,  and  paid  by  it  on 
receipt  of  the  goods.'  This  lien  exists  for  the  full  amount  of 
the  ordinary  freights  and  cliarges,  in  favor  of  each  of  such  lines, 
including  the  last  line  of  the  route,  where  it  has  paid  the  whole, 
.  notwithstanding  the  first  carrier,  by  a  special  contract  not  known 
to  the  others,  guarantees  the  through  carriage  at  an  under  rate.' 
Quaere,  if  the  legal  result  as  to  the  rights  of  the  parties  would 
have  been  different  if  the  special  contract  of  the  first  carrier, 
guaranteeing  the  carriage  at  an  under  rate,  had  been  known  to 
the  agents  of  the  subsequent  ones.*  The  remedy  of  the  consignor 
in  such  case  is  aijainst  the  carrier  to  whom  he  consiorns  the 
goods,  in  an  action  for  breach  of  guaranty,  and  not  by  recoup- 
ment of  the  amount  charged  in  excess  of  the  guaranty  at  the 
end  of  the  route.  The  agent  there  may  hold  the  goods  until  all 
the  charges  of  transportation  advanced  by  it,  and  its  own,  are 
paid.* 

The  New  York  statute  of  1847,  declaring  that  where  two  or 
more  railroads  are  connected  together,  any  company  owningeither 
of  said  roads,  receiving  freight  to  be  transported  to  any  place  on 
the  line  of  either  of  said  roads  so  connected,  shall  be  liable  as 
common  carriers  for  the  delivery  of  such  freight  at  such  place, 
is  held  by  the  court  of  appeals  of  that  state  to  merely  recognize 
the  common  law  power  of  such  companies  to  make  through 
contracts  for  the  delivery  of  freight,  and  not  to  deny  to  them  the 
privilege  of  receiving  freights  with  the  ordinary  obligation  of 
carriage  over  their  own  lines  only;'  and  that  therefore  a  rail- 


"  McLaren  aiid  another  v.  Detroit  & 
Mil.  R.  R.  Co.,  23  Wis.  138. 

'  Schneider  c.  Evans,  25  Wis.  241. 

•Schneider  v.  Evans,  25  Wis.  241. 
But  see  Evansville  &  Crawfordsvillo  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Marsh,  57  Ind.  50 \  18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  482.  It  is  here  held  that  the 
latter  company  must  deh'ver  to  the 
consignee  upon  tender  of  the  agreed 
freight,  provided  it  cover  his  own 
charges,  irrespective  of  the  charges  of 


the  other  road.  On  failure  to  do  so, 
the  consignee  may  maintain  replevin. 

*  Schneider  v.  Evans,  25  Wis.  241. 
In  such  case  the  latter  company,  party 
to  such  agreement,  is  absolutely  bound 
to  deliver  on  payment  of  the  agreed 
price:  E.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Marsh, 
supra, 

^  Schneider  v.  Evans,  25  Wis.  241. 

•Burtis  V.  The  Hutfalo  &  State  Line 
R,  R.  Co.,  24  N.  Y.  (10  Smith),  269; 
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road  coiTip«inT  a?suniinf):  to  contract,  and  actually  contractincj, 
to  deliver  freii^ht,  within  a  c;iven  time,  at  a  place  beyond  the 
t«rminu8  of  its  own  road,  is  liable  on  such  contract,  even  thon^h 
the  place  of  delivery  be  at  a  point  beyond  the  boundary  of  that 
state.*  Tlie  said  statute  is  said  to  apply  as  well  to  companies 
connecting  with  roads  of  other  states,  at  the  state  line,  as  to  roads 
mntuallv  domestic,  or  within  the  state.' 

But  this  statute  does  not  introduce  the  Enorlish  doctrine, 
which  implies  an  undertakini^  to  carry  to  the  place  of  destination 
marked  on  the  goods,"  though  beyond  the  route  of  the  compaiiy 
receivin:::  the  goods  for  carriage;  bnt  is  to  be  regarded  as  merely 
giving  effect  to  contracts  made,  or  a  right  to  make  contracts, 
with  New  York  railroad  companies,  to  carry  beyond  the  corporate 


Root  V.  Tlie  Great  Western  R.    R. 
Co.,  45  N.  Y.  524. 

1  Burtis  r.  Tlio  Buffalo  &  State  Line 
R.  R.  Co.,  24  N.  Y.  (10  Smith),  269. 

2  Burtis  r.  The  Buffalo  k  State  Line 
R.  R.  Co.,  24  N.  Y.  269. 

» In  Root  V,  The  Great  Western  R. 
R.  Company,  45  N.  Y.  524,  529,  5W. 
the  New  York  Court  of  Appeals.  Ra- 
PALLO,  J.,  say:  The  nilingin  England 
is,  that  the  company  first  receiving 
the  goods  marked  for  a  particular 
place,  without  expressly  limiting  its 
responsibility,  undertakes  prima  fade 
to  carry  them  to  their  destination, 
even  though  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
company's  route,  and  is  to  be  regard- 
ed as  a  carrier  throughout  the  entire 
route,  to  the  place  to  which  the  goods 
are  directed;  and  that  this  rule  Applies 
when  the  goods  are  directed  to  points 
even  beyond  the  limits  of  England. 
They  hold  also  that  the  contract  is 
with  the  first  company,  and  that  there 
is  no  right  of  action  in  favor  of  the 
owner  against  any  of  the  subsequent 
companies  on  the  route.  Muschamp  r. 
Lancaster  &  P.  J.  R.  W.,  8  M.  k  W. 
421;  Watson  f'.  Ambergate,*N.  &  B. 
R.  W.,  3  Eng.-L.  &  Eq.  497;  Scothorn 
r.  S.  Staffonlshiro  R.  W.,  8  Exch. 
341;  S.  C.  18  Kng  L  &  E.  553;  Wilson 


V.  York,  N.  k  B.  R.  W.,  18  Eng.  L. 
&  Eq.  557;  Crouch  v.  London  &  N. 
W.  R.  W.  Co.,  25  Eng.  L.  k  Eq.  287; 
Bristol  k  Ex.  R.  W.  r.  Collins,  7  Ho. 
Lds.  Ca=*.  194. 

But  that  the  prevailing  rule  in  the 
American  States  is  different;  that  here, 
a  receipt  or  bill  of  lading,  marked  for 
a  place  beyond  the  terminus  of  the 
carrier's  route,  does  not  import  a  con- 
tract to  carry  them  to  their  final  des- 
tination; that  in  the  absence  of  a 
special  contract,  or  of  a  partnership 
between  the  connecting  lines,  the  car- 
rier is  only  respond  ble  to  fhe  extent  of 
his  own  route,  f  rd  fir  safe  delivery  to 
the  next  connecting  carrier;  that  in 
such  case  the  carrier  is  only  a  forwarder 
from  the  terminus  of  his  own  line;  and 
that  for  goods  thus  marked,  and  deliv- 
ered to  a  carrier,  unaccompanied  by 
any  particular  directions  other  than 
such  as  are  to  be  inferred  from  the 
marks,  the  carrier  is  only  bound  to  de- 
liver thematthe  terminus  of  his  own 
line,  according  to  the  established  cus- 
tom of  his  business :  Root  v.  The  Great 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  45  N.  Y.  529,  530; 
and,  to  the  same  purport,  see  Babcock 
r.  Lake  Shore  k  Mich.  Southern  R. 
W.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  (4  Sickels),  491. 
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terminus  of  their  respective  roads,  wliich  right  had  before  been 
doubted,  and  to  define  the  nature  of  the  responsibility  imposed 
by  such  contracts,  and  not  to  create  a  contract  for  thron<^h  car- 
riage  when  no  express  contract  to  that  effect  is  made."  Tlie 
company,  notwithstanding  this  statute,  may  still  make  special 
contracts,  and  for  special  rates,  limiting  their  liability  at  com- 
mon law,  and  agreeing  to  carry  to,  and  deliver  over  to,  con- 
necting carriers  at  the  end  of  their  own  route.'  But  such 
special  contract  does  not  extend  to,  or  apply  to,  the  carriage  of 
tlie  goods  on  the  connecting  lines,  unless  an  intention  so  to 
extend  it  is  shown  by  the  contract  or  manner  of  doing  business, 
and  there  be  authority  to  contract  for  such  connecting  line  or 
lines.  "The  limitation  of  the  carrier's  liability  by  tlie  con- 
tract is  necessarily  confined  to  the  service  contracted  for,  and 
the  carriers  who  were  parties  to  it."  The  responsibility  of  the 
connecting  lines  is  in  such  cases  that  of  ordinary  common  car- 
riers.' 

It  is  the  duty  of  each  connecting  line  or  carrier,  in  tnrn,  on 
the  arrival  of  the  goods  at  the  terminus  of  its  line,  to  notify  the 
next  line  thereof,  and  deliver  over  to  it  the  goods  without 
delaj'.*  If,  on  the  arrival  of  the  goods  at  the  company's  terminus, 
the  connecting  line  do  not  receive  them,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
company  to  store  them;  and  if  then  lost  by  fire,  without  its  fault, 
it  is  not  liable  therefor.* 

The  receipt  of  such  connecting  line,  that  the  goods  were 
received  by  it  in  good  order,  will  not  discharge  the  first  carrier 
from  liability,  if  given  without  examination  of  the  goods.  It 
is  not  evidence  of  the  condition  in  which  the  goods  were  deliv- 


'  Root  r.  The  Great  Western  R.  R. 
Co..  4-)  N.  Y.  (6  Hand),  524,  531,  532; 
Burtis  V.  The  Buffalo  &  State  Line  R. 
R.  Co.,  24  N.  Y.  269.  But  it  is  also 
held  that  this  statu t*  applies  only  to 
the  company  first  receiving  the  goods 
from  the  shipper,  and  not  to  any  inter- 
mediate company  on  the  route :  Root 
V.  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  45  N.  Y. 
533. 

•Babcock  v.  The  Lake  Shoi-e  & 
Mich.  Southern  R.  W.  Co.,  49  N.  Y. 
(4  Sickels),  491,  497;  Lamb  and  an- 

80 


other  r.  The  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R. 
&  Trans.  Co.,  46  N.  Y.  271. 

'Babcoclr  v.  The  Lake  Shore  & 
Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.,  49  N.  Y. 
491,  497. 

*  McDonald  v.  The  Western  R.  R. 
Co.,  34  N.  Y.  (7  Tiflfany),  497;  Irish 
r.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  19 
Minn.  376,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  89. 

'Garside  v.  Proprietors  of  the  Trent 
&  Mersey  Navigation,  1  Eng.  R.  W. 
&  C.  Cases,  568. 
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ered  over,  and  is  at  best  but  a  mere  statement  of  a  third  parfv, 
in  nowise  connected  with  the  action;^  it  is,  as  to  such  first  car- 
rier, but  liearsav. 

In  the  absence  of  evidence,  the  presumption  is,  in  case  of  the 
loss  of  the  contents  of  a  packa<Tje,  sliowincr  no  external  indica- 
tion of  the  loss,  that  it  occurred  through  the  fault  of  the  last 
carrier;'  and  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  defendant  to  estab- 
'  lish  an  injury-  to  the  goods  by  some  other  of  the  connecting 
lines.     If  they  fail  to  make  such  proof,  they  are  liable.' 

While  the  Supreme  Court  of  Minnesota  recognizes  as  correct 
the  more  prevalent  or  general  rule  of  the  American  courts,  that 
a  railroad  company,  or  other  common  carrier,  receiving  goods 
for  carriage  over  its  own  line,  and  for  delivery  to  some  other 
connecting  line  or  carrier,  is  relieved  from  the  responsibility  of 
carrier,  and  assumes  that  of  warehouseman,  if,  having  faithfully 
carried  the  goods  to  their  destination,  and  there  being  ready  to 
deliver  over  the  same,  and  having  given  notice  thereof,  they  be 
not  taken  away  in  a  reasonable  time,  stores  the  same  for  safe 
keeping,  ready  to  be  delivered  when  called  for,*  yet  said  court 
also  holds  that  this  principle  does  not  apply  to  cases  where  the 
goods  are  stored  and  detained  for  the  accommodation  or  favor  of 
a  particular  line  or  carrier,  under  a  business  understanding 
between  them;  and  that  in  the  latter  case,  the  liability  of  carrier 
continues,  and  if  the  goods  be  lost  while  thus  stored,  the  carrier 
is  liable  for  the  loss.* 

Where  the  bill  of  lading  is  silent  on  the  subject,  and  is  in  no 
respect  contradicted  in  any  of  its  terms  thereby,  parol  evidence 
may  be  given  as  to  the  practice  of  shippers  in  giving  directions 
in  forwarding  goods  consigned,  by  delivering  them  to  the  next 
carrier  on  the  line  of  transportation  directed  by  the  bill  of  lad- 
And  where,  by  the  bill  of  lading,  it  is  apparent  that  the 


ing/ 


'  Hunt  V.  The  Michigcan  Southern  & 
Northern  Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  37  N.  Y. 
(10  Tiffany),  162. 

'Laughlin  r.  Chicag^o  &  North- 
western Ry.  Co.,  28  Wis.  204,  5  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  323. 

•  Dixon  f .  Richmond  &  Danville  R. 
R.  Co.,  74  N.  Car.  538,  13  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  99. 

*  Lawrence  v.  Winona  &  St.  Peter 
R.  Co.,  15  Min.  390;  Farmei-s'  & 


Mech.  Bank  v,  Champlain  Tr.  Co.,  23 
Vt.  186;  Thomas  v.  Boston  &  Prov. 
R.  R.  Co.,  10  Met.  472.  Such,  too,  is 
the  rule  of  the  earlier  English  cases: 
Gai-side  r.  Trent  &  Mersey  Nav.  Co., 
4  Term  R.  581. 

*  Lawrence  v.  Winona  &  St.  Peter 
R.  R.  Co.,  15  Min.  390. 

•  Hooper  v.  Chicago  &  N.  Western 
Ry.  Co.,  27  Wis.  81.  Where  a  cus- 
tom is  relied  upon  by  the  del'endant 
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place  of  final  consignment  is  further  on,  it  is  to  be  inferred,  in 
the  absence  of  other  facts  or  stipulations,  that  the  goods  are  to  be 
transferred  to  the  next  connecting  line  of  carriers  on  the  r^ute 
thus  indicated.*  In  snch  cases,  the  law  of  Illinois  in  relation  to 
the  storage  of  goods  shipped  in  other  states,  and  exemption  there- 
by as  carrier,  wlien  they  arrive  at  the  end  of  the  carrier's  route, 
does  not  apply  to  goods  in  transit  over  connecting  lines  of  road, 
to  be  forwarded  on  their  arrival  at  the  terminus  or  end  of  one 
of  such  lines.'  It  is  the  duty  of  the  latter  to  pass  the  goods 
over,  or  be  ready  and  ofl'er  to  pass  them  over,  to  the  next  con- 
necting  line,  after  which  only,  if  not  accepted  by  the  latter,  the 
original  carrier,  or  carrier  having  them  thus  in  hand,  may  store 
them  nntil  actually  accepted  by  the  other  line. 

Not  so,  however,  when  the  goods  have  been  sent  by  autlior- 
ity  of  the  consignor  or  his  forwarding  agent.  When  an  owner 
of  goods  delivers  them  to  a  carrier  to  be  transported  over  his 
route,  and  thence  over  the  route  or  routes  of  a  succeeding  car- 
rier or  carriers,  he  makes  and  constitutes  the  person  to  whom  he 
delivers  them  his  forwarding  agent,  for  whose  acts,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  such  agency,  he  is  himself  responsible;'  therefore,  where 
several  successive  carriers  carry  the  goods  according  to  the  direc- 
tions given  by  the  forwarding  agent  or  first  company,  they  act 
under  the  direction  and  authority  of  tlie  owner,  and  can  not  be 
considered  as  wrong-doers,  although  the  goods  be  carried  to  a 
wrong  place,  and  to  one  not  intended  by  the  owner/ 

It  follows  from  these  principles,  that  in  such  cases  the  carriers 
have  their  liens,  not  only  for  freights  over  their  own  lines,  but  for 
back  freights  and  charges  paid  by  them  upon  the  goods;*  and  hav- 
ing such  lien,  they  can  not,  either  by  transportation  thereof  over 


in  regrard  to  the  delivery  of  the  groods 
to  the  succeeding^  cai-iier,  the  burden 
of  proof  lies  upon  him  to  establish  it: 
Irish  V.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.Co., 
19  Minn.  376,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  89. 

*  Hooper  v.  Chicago  &  N.  Western 
Ry.  Co.",  27  Wis.  81.  And  see  Irish 
V.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  supra.  In 
such  case,  the  liability  of  the  first  car- 
rier continues  as  carrier  until  the 
transfer  or  delivery  over  to  the  next 
carrier  is  completed,  so  far  as  comple- 
tion devolves  on  such  first  carrier:  lb. 


'Hooper  v,  Chi.  &  N.  Western  R. 
W.  Co.,  27  Wis.  81. 

•Bri^fifs  r.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Allen,  246,  250.  The  forward- 
ing agent  thus  created  is  liable  to  the 
shipper  only  for  the  observance  of 
reasonable  care  in  forwardinj?  the 
goods:  Northern  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Fitch- 
burg  R.  R.  Co.,  C  Allen,  254. 

*  Briggs  V.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Allen,  246.  250. 

*  Briggs  V.  Boston  &  Lowell  R  R. 
Co.,  6  Allen,  246. 
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their  own  road,  or  by  its  detention  for  the  enforcinp:  snch  lien,  ^e 
held  to  have  converted  the  same  to  their  own  use.'  This  lien, 
however,  gives  only  the  right  of  retaining  the  property  until  it 
18  discharged  by  payment;  it  gives  no  power  to  sell  the  goods 
to  obtain  payment  of  the  lien,  nnless  tliere  be  statntory  anthor- 
ity  80  to  do.'  Such  a  sale,  when  unauthorized  by  etatntc, 
amounts  to  a  conversion  of  the  goods,  and  renders  the  company 
liable  for  all  right  and  interest  which  the  owner  then  has  in  the 
goods,  with  their  value  at  the  time  of  sale,  less  the  amount  of 
the  lien  upon  them.'  If  the  carrier  will  sell,  other  than  when 
the  statute  allows  it,  he  may  find  a  remedy  and  means  of  selling 
by  judicial  proceedings  to  enforce  the  lien.  Sales  in  such  cases, 
unless  of  articles  allowed  bv  statute  to  be  sold,  cktx  not  be  made 
by  the  carrier;  nor  although  the  articles  are  liable  to  spoil  if 
kept  on  hand.*  Hence  it  is  that  statutory  authority  is  sometimes 
conferred  on  the  carrier  to  sell,  but  it  is  mostly  of  perishable 
articles.* 

11.  Liability  of  continnons  lines. — Though  there  be  no  act- 
ual  consolidation,  yet  the  mutual  co-operation  of  two  or  more 
companies  and  lines  of  railroad,  as  common  carriers,  with  each 
other,  in  such  manner  as  to  hold  out,  by  their  manner  of  doing 
business,  a  continuous  line  of  transportation  over  their  roads, 
each  receiving  and  receipting  for  property  for  transportation 
over  such  continuous  line,  and  receiving  the  pay  therefor,  wheth- 
er the  same  be  paid  in  advance,  or  after  rendering  the  service,  at 
the  end  of  the  line,  on  delivery  of  such  property  to  the  consignee, 
and  apportioning  the  receipts  between  themselves,  renders  each 
one  of  such  companies  liable  for  the  proper  carriage  over  the 
whole  line,  or  to  its  nearest  destination,  of  freights  so  delivered 
to  it  to  be  carried  over  such  continuous  line,  or  over  any  lesser 
part  thereof;  and  for  loss  or  breach  of  duty  in  that  respect, 
wherever  it  may  occur,  the  c»jmpany  so  receiving  the  same  is  lia- 
ble to  an  action;  and  so  is  the  company,  if  a  different  one  than 
the  one  receiving  the  property  for  transportation,  upon  whose 

*  Brig^  t7.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R.  •  Briggs  v.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R. 

Co.,  6  Allen,  246.  Ck).,  6  Allen,  246. 

^  Doane   v.  Russell,  3  Gray,   3S2;  *  Briggs  v,  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R. 

Briggs  V.  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  Co.,  6  Allen,  246. 

6  Allen,  246;  Lickbarrow  v.  Mason,  6  ^Briggs  v.  Boston  A  Lowell  R.  R. 

Ea^st,  2^1.  Co.,  6  Allen,  246. 
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line  the  loss  occurs,  at  the  election  of  the  injured  party.*  The 
aciioii,  in  such  case,  lies  not  only  against  the  corporate  com- 
pany itself,  if  operating  its  line  or  lines  under  its  o\Vn  manage- 
ment, but  in  like  manner  Tnay  be  maintained  against  whom- 
soever is  in  the  possession  of  and  is  operating  such  line  or  lines 
of  road,  whether  it  be  a  lessee,  trustee,  or  receiver,  controlling 
the  franchise  and  taking  the  tolls  thereof.  Though  if  the  same 
be  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver  appointed  by  a  court,  it  is  also 
competent,  in  case  of  loss  or  injury,  to  apply  for,  and  obtain  re- 
lief from,  the  court  so  placing  the  franchise  in  the  hands  of  the 
receiver,  and  the  court  has  full  power  to  afford  the  same.* 

In  Bafter  &  Co.  v.  Wheeler  et  al,^  here  cited,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  Hampshire  say:  *'The  case  of  Sprague  v.  Smith, 
29  Yt.  421,  is  an  explicit  authority  that  an  action  of  this  kind 
can  be  sustained  against  trustees  in  possession  and  actually 
operating  a  railroad,  and  upon  principle  we  think  it  is  clearly 
60.  The  trustees  are  in  possession  and  liave  the  legal  title; 
they  appear  to  the  public  as  the  proprietors,  and  they  alone 
receive  and  control  the  income  of  the  railroad,  out  of  which 
indemnity  for  losses  is  to  be  had." 

And  so  the  action  will  lie  singly  against  the  company  operat- 


'  Nashua  liock  Co.  v.  The  Worcester* 
&  Nashua  R.  R.  Co.,  48  N.  H.  889; 
Barter  &  Co.  'v.  Wheeler  and  others, 
49  N.  H.  9j  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  434; 
Blumenthal  v.  Brainerd  and  ( thers, 
38  Vt.  402;  Bostwick  v.  Champion  and 
others,  11  Wend.  575;  Bradford  v. 
South  Car.  R.  R.  Co..  7  Rich.  (S.  C), 
201 ;  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton, 
and  Dayton  &  Mich.  R.  R.  Co.,  v. 
Pontius  &  Richmond,  19  Ohio  St.  221; 
Phillips  V.  N.  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  78  N. 
Car.  294,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  206. 
Since  the  decision  of  the  case  of  Bost- 
wick V.  Champion,  above  cited,  the 
h'gislature  of  New  York,  in  1847, 
passed  an  act  to  the  same  effect,  and 
giving  the  different  lines  recourse  over 
against  each  other  for  losses  paid  on 
their  account.  And  in  the  case  of  Cin., 
H  &  D.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Pontius,  above 


cited,  it  is  ruled  that  a  contract  is  void, 
as  against  the  policy  of  the  law,  as  to 
any  stipulation  for  exemption  from 
loss  on  other  lines  of  the  continuous 
route  than  the  line  of  the  company 
receiving  the  property  for  carriage; 
and  that  the  liability  is  absolute 
throughout  the  entire  route:  19  Ohio 
St.  221. 

2  Barter  &  Co.  v.  Wheeler,  49  N.  H. 
9;  Sprague  t?.  Smith,  29  Vt.  421; 
Blumenthal  v.  Brainerd  and  others, 
88  Vt.  402;  Meara^s  admr.  i\  Holbrook 
<fe  Rosevelt,  receivers,  20  Ohio  St.  R. 
187;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  683;  Parker  v. 
Browning,  8  Paige,  S:^8;  Paige  v. 
Smith,  99  Mass.  895. 

^Barter  &  Co.  r.  Wheeler  and 
others,  49  N.  H.  9;  New  Jersey  Steam 
Nav.  Co.  V.  Merchants*  Bank,  6  How. 
Ui 
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ing  the  particular  line  of  the  road  on  wliich  the  loss  occnr?, 
although  it  be  an  intermediate  line  of  snch  continuous  line  or 
route  so  united  for  purposes  of  transportation;  and  the  law  of 
the  state  wlierein  the  loss  occurs  is  the  measure  of  the  rights  of 
the  parties  to  such  action.* 

And  so  if  a  continuous  line  be  formed  of  several  distinct  but 
connecting  roads,  and  through  trains  run  thereon  under  one  con- 
trol, an  action  lies  for  losses  or  injuries  incurred  thereon,  against 
either  of  the  company  owners  of  either  of  the  roads  thus  com- 
posing the  continuous  line.*  But  the  mere  fact  that  the  lines 
are  continuous,  and  that  a  third  person,  a  forward  ing  company, 
is  engaged  in  shipping  freight  over  tlie  roads,  using  its  own  cars, 
and  ifiving:  throuorh  bills  of  ladins:,  and  distributing  the  frei<^lit 
earned  by  it  among  the  companies  actually  engaging  in  the 
carriage,  proportionately,  is  not  evidence  of  a  partnership 
between  the  roads,  or  that  the  shipping  association  acted  as  the 
agent  of  the  railroad  companies.' 

12.  When  liable  for  delay,  and  rule  of  damages. — When  a 
common  carrier,  from  mere  negligence,  fails,  beyond  a  reason- 
able time,  to  transport  merchandise,  and  its  market  value  at  the 
place  to  which  it  is  consigned  in  the  meantime  falls,  the  true 
rule  of  damages  is  the  difference  in  its  value  at  the  lime  and 
place  when  and  where  it  shoulu  have  been  delivered,  and  the 
time  of  actual  delivery.  This  rule,  it  has  been  well  said,  "  is 
simple,  and  though  it  may  sometimes  operate  harshly,  is  easily 
applied."  And  in  the  absence  of  any  special  agreement,  the  law 
implies  that  the  carrier  agrees  to  transport  in  a  reasonable 
time.* 


*  Barter  &  Co.  v.  Wheeler  and 
others,  49  N.  H.  9;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R. 
4:J4. 

^  Hart  V.  Tlie  R»"'nssplaer  &  Saratoga 
R.  R.  Co.,  8  N.  Y.  (4  Selden),  37. 

^Watkins  v.  Terre  Haute  &  I.  R. 
R.  Co.,  8  Mo.  App.  569,  570;  S.  C.  1 
Am.  &  Kng.  R.  R.  Cas.  614. 

*  Ward  V.  M.  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
47  N.  Y.  29;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  405; 
Condict  r.  Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co., 
54  N.  Y.  500;  Weston  and  others  r. 
Grand  Trunk  R.  W.  Co.,  54  Maine, 
376;  Ingledew  c.  Northern  R.  R.  Co., 


7  Gray,  88;  King  v.  Woodbridge,  R4 
Vt.  565;  Sangamon  &  Morgan  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Henry,  14  111.  156;  Ga>na  tt 
Chi.  Union  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Rae,  18  111. 
4.^8;  Sis?on  v.  Cleveland  &  Toledo 
R.  R.  Co.,  14  Mich.  489;  Faulkner 
and  oihei-s  v.  South  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
51  Mo.  311;  Peet  v.  ITie  Chicago  & 
N.  Western  Ry.  Co.,  20  Wis.  594: 
Kettles  V.  The  So.  Car.  R.  R.  Co..  7 
Rich.  190;  Devereux  v.  Buckley,  *it 
Ohio  St.  16,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  72. 
Such  seems  to  be  the  rule,  too,  in 
England:    Wilson   v,   Lancashire    & 
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Bat  to  hold  the  carrier  to  such  liability  for  mere  delay  in  car- 
riage, the  proof  of  negligence  must  be  clear;  for  in  the  absence 
of  negh'gence  on  his  part,  the  carrier  is  not  liable  for  not  deliv- 
ering within  the  ordinary  time  of  making  the  passage.  Storms, 
freshets  and  other  unavoidable  occurrences,  as  also  a  greater 
throng  of  business  than  ordinary,  may  put  it  out  of  his  power 
to  carry  within  the  time  ordinarily  required  when  no  such 
obstacles  present  themselves.*     In  the  face  of  such  extraordi- 


Yorkshire  R.  W.  Co.,  9  Com.  B.  (N. 
;S.),  682.  In  the  case  cited  here  from 
»4  Maine,  Weston  and  others  r.  Grand 
Trunk  R.  W.  Co.,  the  court  say, 
Appleton,  C.  J.:  '*Upon  a  careful 
examination,  we  think  the  weight  of 
authority  is  decidedly  adverse  to  the 
rule,  as  claimed  by  the  harned  coun- 
sel for  the  defendants,  and  that  the 
decline  in  the  market  value  of  an 
ai'ticle,  between  the  time  when  it  actu- 
ally arrived  at  its  plac«  of  destinaiiou, 
and  when,  in  the  exercise  of  proper 
diligence  on  the  part  of  the  carrier,  it 
might  have  arrived  there,  was  a  mate- 
rial element  proper  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  jury  ii>  ascertaining  the* 
actual  damages  sustained  by  the 
plaintiff."  54  Maine,  379.  But  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  the 
case  here  referred  to,  no  accident  or 
natural  obstacles  were  in  the  way  of 
timely  delivery;  but  it  was  a  sheer 
case  of  unaccounted  for  delay  or  neg- 
ligence on  the  part  of  defendant. 
»  Ward  r.  The  New  York  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  47  N.  Y.  29,  7  Am.  R.  405, 
409;  Faulkner  and  others  v.  South 
Pacific  R.  R.Co.,  51  Mo.  311;  Helli- 
well  V.  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  10  Biss. 
170;  S.  C.  7  Fed.  Repr.  68,  1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  615,  616;  Nashville* 
Chattanooga  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Jackson,  6 
Heisk.  271,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  64.  If 
the  goods  be  in  part  lost,  the  owner  is 
bound  to  receive  the  remainder.  He 
can  not  abandon,  as  in  cases  of  insur- 
ance, and  claim  full  pay  for  all;  he  is 


only  entitled  to  pay  for  what  is  lost: 
Shaw  &  Austin  v.  The  South  Car.  R. 
R.  Co.,  5  Rich.  462;  Nettles  v.  The 
South  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Rich.  190.  A 
"strike '' wdl  be  no  excuse  for  non- 
delivery: Read  v.  St.  Louis,  Kansas 
City  &  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo.  199, 
9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  201.  But  the  lawless, 
inesistible  violence  of  men  not  in  the 
employ  of  the  company  will  be:  Pitts- 
burgh, Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Hazen,  84  111.  36,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  422.  And  this,  though  they  may 
have  been  just  discharged  by  the 
company:  Ihid.  Where  there  is  de- 
lay by  the  defendant,  and  other  delay 
not  chargeable  to  him,  the  damage 
sustained  by  plaintiff  must  be  con- 
nected with,  and  result  from,  the  delay 
of  the  defendant:  Detroit  &  Bay  City 
Ry.  Co.  r.  McKenzie,  43  Mich.  609;  S. 
C.  5  N.  W.  Ropr.  1031,  21  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  157.  Where  a  shipper  obtained 
cars  upon  a  promise  to  unload  theui, 
which  he  failed  to  do,  the  company 
was  held  not  liable  for  damages 
resulting  from  delay:  Cobb  v.  Ills. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  88  111.  894,  21  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  317.  If,  at  the  time  the 
contract  of  shipment  is  made,  there  is 
already  an  accumulation  of  business, 
known  to  the  carrier,  he  is  liable: 
Helliwell  v.  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  Co,, 
supra.  In  such  case,  the  carrier 
should  inform  the  shipper  thereof,  so 
as  to  allow  him  to  ship  by  another 
line  if  he  wishes:  Ibid. 
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nary  obstacles,  what  would  ordinarily  be  a  reasonable  time  is  no 
longer  such,  but  on  the  contrary  the  time  necessary,  in  the  face 
of  such  difficulties,  becomes  in  such  cases  the  reasonable  time. 

Under  an  ordinary  contract  of  affreightment,  not  involving 
an  agreement  to  carry  and  deliver  in  a  specified  time,  the  com- 
pany is  not  chargeable  for  such  delays  as  are  not  attributable  to 
its  fault.'  And  though  there  be,  as  in  New  York,  a  statute  re- 
quiring the  regular  running  of  trains,  and  affording  sufficient 
transportation  to  persons  and  property  offered  for  carriage  within 
a  reasonable  time,  yet  the  company  are  not  bound  to  be  always 
ready  to  dispatch  or  transport  all  that  is  offered,  immediately 
on  arrival  at  its  station;  they  are  entitled  to  a  reasonable  time 
to  meet  sudden  and  unexpected  accumulations  of  freight,  be- 
yond its  capacity  to  carry  with  safety,  and  are  not  liable  for 
delay  caused  by  such  unusual  demands.* 

In  case  of  entire  failure  to  deliver  on  the  part  of  the  carrier, 
when  such  failure  is  not  occasioned  by  the  act  of  God  or  the  pub- 
lic enemy,  or  inherent  defect  in  the  article  to  be  carried,  or  in- 
sufficient packing  or  preparing  for  shipment,  or  other  cause  trace- 
able to  the  fault  of  the  consignor,  the  rule  of  damages  is  the 
value  of  the  property,  or  market  price,  at  the  place  and  time  of 
delivery  contemplated  by  the  contract;  and  if  no  specific  time 
be  agreed  upon,  then  a  reasonable  time  is  the  rule.* 

For  injuries  to  the  property  during  its  transit,  or  while  in 
the  custody  of  the  carrier  fur  the  purpose  of  being  carried,  the 
damages  are  to  be  adjusted  and  measured  by  the  difference  be- 
tween the  value  of  the  property  when  thus  injured,  and  the 
market  price  of  the  article,  in  sound  condition,  at  the  time  and 
place  contemplated  for  delivery.  If  no  time  be  stipulated,  then 
a  reasonable  time  for  transportation,  under  all  the  circumstances. 


'Wibert  and  another  r.  The  New 
York  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  12  N.  Y.  245. 

•  Wibert  and  another  v.  The  New 
York  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  12  N.  Y.  (2 
Kernan),  245.  The  usual  time  of 
transit  being*  a  fact  peculiarly  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  carrier,  slig-ht 
evidence  thereof  on  the  part  of  shi{>- 
pers  is  sufficient;  therefore,  the  tes- 
timony of  a  witness  which  is  derived 
by  hearsay  from  a  clerk  in  a  freight 


office,  is  competent:  Newell  r.  Smith, 
49  Vt.  255,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  100. 

•  Bracket  v.  McNair,  14  John.  170; 
Sands  v.  Lilienthal,  46  N.  Y.  541; 
Ward  V.  The  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  47  N.  Y.  29;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  405. 
407;  Illinois  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Clellan,  54  111.  58;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  83; 
Tucker  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co..  50  Mo. 
8>^5;  Faulkner  v.  South  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.,  51  Mo.  311. 
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is  to  be   allowed  in  ascertaining  the  day  on  which  to  refer  to 
the  market  price.' 

13.  Injury  to  goods  daring  transit — rule  of  damages. — In  an 
action  against  a  railroad  company  simply  for  injury  to  property 
confided  to  it,  to  be  by  it  carried  as  common  carrier,  the  measure 
of  damages*  is,  as  a  general  rule,  the  difference  between  the  fair 
market  value  of  the  property  in  the  condition  in  which  it  is  de- 
livered to  the  consignee,  and  wliat  its  fair  market  value  would 
have  been  if  then  and  there  delivered  in  an  uninjured  condition.* 
But  to  this  rule  there  are  exceptions,  one  of  which  is,  that  if  the 
merchandise  is  totally  unsalable,  so  as  to  have  no  market  value 
when  delivered,  because  of  such  injury,  and  yet  by  means  of 
slight  care  or  expense  it  may  be  again  made  marketable,  then 
its  market  value  when  so  restored  to  a  marketable  condition,  less 
the  labor,  care  and  expense  of  restoring  it,  is  to  be  taken  and  con- 
trasted with  what  the  marketable  value  would  have  been  if  deliv- 
ered in  an  uninjured  condition,  and  the  difference  is  the  measure 
of  damages  in  such  cases." 

14.  Loss  of  goods  — Failure  to  carry — Rule  of  damages. — In 
case  of  loss  or  destruction  of  the  goods  received  to  be  carried,  if 
the  loss  be  not  occasioned  by  the  act  of  God  or  the  public  en- 
emy, the  rule  of  damages  is  the  value  of  the  goods  at  the  place 
to  which  they  were  to  be  carried,  at  the  price  they  were  there 
worth,  at  the  time  when,  by  reasonable  diligence,  they  should 
have  arrived  there,  less  the  cost  of  carriage,  if  transportation  be 
not  prepaid.* 

Where  the  measure  or  manner  of  recovery  is  defined  by  the 
bill  of  lading,  no  parol  explanation,  or  evidence  of  the  course 
of  dealing  between  the  parties,  is  admissible  to  affect  its  terms.* 


» Ward  V,  The  New  York  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  47  N.  Y.  29;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R. 
405,  407;  Bracket  v.  McNair,  14  John. 
170. 

2  Winne  v.  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  31 
Iowa,  083. 

« Wmne  v.  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  31 
Iowa,  583. 

♦Perkins  17.  The  Portland,  Saco  & 
Portsmouth  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Maine,  578; 
Brown  v.  Camden  &  Atlantic  R.  R. 
Co.,  83  Penn.  St.  316,  15    Am.  Ry. 


Rep.  421.  A  contract  made  in  Phila- 
delphia, to  carry  across  the  Delaware 
river  and  through  New  Jersey,  is  not 
a  contract  to  be  performed  in  part  in 
two  states,  as  the  inhabitants  of  both 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  have 
equal  rights  of  navigation  and  pas- 
sage over  that  river:  Brown  v.  C.  & 
A.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra, 

*  McCoy  V.  Erie  &  Western  Transp. 
Co.,  42  Md.  498,  14  Am.  Ry.  Hop.  317. 
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15.     Delivery  of  goods  to  wrong  person — Liability  for. — Com- 

nion  carriers  of  every  kind  are  equally  responsible  for  goods 
carried  and  delivered  to  the  wrong  person.  It  is  their  duty  to 
know  to  whom  goods  are  delivered;  and  from  the  obligations 
arising  out  of  this  duty,  no  custom  or  habit  of  delivery  to  the  con- 
trary will  excuse  them.  It  is  as  nmcli  a  duty  to  deliver  rightly 
as  to  carry  rightly;  and  for  a  wrong  in  either  case  they  are  re- 
sponsible. Thus,  the  delivery  of  goods  to  the  mere  employe 
of  a  truckman,  upon  the  mere  statement  that  the  consignee  has 
sent  for  them,  will  not  relieve  the  company  if  the  statement  be 
untrue.  And  where  goods  are  consigned  to  a  fictitious  person, 
though  fraudulent  impositions  be  practiced  upon  the  consignor 
by  one  wbo  afterward,  assuming  such  fictitious  name,  obtains  the 
goods  of  the  company  after  carriage  thereof,  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  he  is  the  real  owner  or  consignee,  the  company  in  such 
case  are  responsible  for  their  value.  It  is  their  duty  to  ascer- 
tain the  identity  and  real  character  of  the  person  applying  for 
the  goods  as  consignee,  if  not  already  known  to  the  company.* 
If  the  real  consignee  does  not  apply  for  the  goods  when  they 
have  arrived  at  their  place  of  destination,  or  if  there  be  no  real 
consi.iX^ee,  the  consignee  being,  as  in  this  case,  a  fictitious  per- 
son, then  it  is  the  duty  of  the  company  to  hold  the  goods  sub- 
ject to  the  order  of  the  consignor,  if  known,  and  to  notify  him 
of  the  condition  which  affairs  have  assumed.  True,  the  duty  of 
ascertaining  the  fictitious  character  of  the  consignee  may  not 
be  imposed  upon  the  company;  but  it  is  their  duty  to  tnow,  with 
such  reasonable  certainty  as  will  discharge  them  by  delivering 
to  him,  that  the  person  applying  and  claiming  to  be  consignee 
is  such — that  is,  that  the  person  applying  is  of  the  identical 
name,  and  sufficiently  known  as  such,  with  the  name  of  the 
consignee  on  the  goods  and  in  tlie  way-bill.  To  our  mind,  to  de- 
liver without  such  knowledge  is  as  reckless  as  would  be  the  pay- 
ment of  a  bill  or  draft  by  a  banker,  without  identification  of 
the  person  presenting  the  same  for  payment.  The  one  pays, 
and  the  other  delivers,  equally  at  his  own  risk.  In  short,  it  is 
the  duty  and  the  right  of  the  carrier  to  know  to  whom  goods 
are  delivered.' 

*  "Winslow  V.  Vermont  «fe  Mass.  R.      American  Packot  Co.,  42  N.  Y.  212; 
R.  Co.,  42  Vt.  700:  S.  C.  1   Am.  R.      S.  0.  1  Am.  R.  512. 
365;      Guillaume     v.     Hamburg    &         ^Guillaume  and  others  v.  Hamburg 
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So,  where  goods  are  fVandulently  ordered  per  mail,  in  the  name 
of  a  fictitious  person,  and  on  their  arrival  are  called  for  and  re- 
ceived by  the  person  perpetrating  the  fraud,  he  representing 
himself  as  the  consignee,  the  company,  by  delivery  to  such 
person,  are  responsible  to  the  vendor  or  shipper  for  the  value  of 
the  goods.  The  carrier  should  require  identification  of  the  pre- 
tended owner  or  consignee,  if  responsibility  would  be  avoided.* 
It  is  not  always  enough  that  a  duplicate  of  the  bill  of  lading 
be  presented;  there  should  be   identification   of  its  holder. 

The  delivery  of  goods  by  a  common  carrier  to  the  wrong  per- 
son, is  a  conversion  of  the  goods,  and  therefore  the  carrier  is 
liable.' 

Tiie  delivery  of  the  goods  to  the  wrong  person  is  not  a  "loss" 
of  the  goods,  within  the  meaning  of  a  provision  in  the  bill  of 
lading,  limitipg  the  liability  of  the  railroad  company,  in  case  of 
loss,  to  the  value  of  the  goods  at  the  time  and  place  of  shipment. 
In  such  case,  therefore,  the  railroad  company  may  not  avail 
themselves  of  this  provision.'  After  delivering  goods  to  the 
wrong  person,  and  receiving  payment  of  the  freiglit  thereon,  the 
coippany  can  not  maintain  replevin  for  them;  by  the  delivery 
and  payment  the  lien  of  the  company  is  lost.* 

16.  Blank  receipt — Effect  of,  for  goods  to  carry. — It  is  holden 
in  Vermont,  that  a  receipt  of  a  railroad  company  for  gooils 
marked  for  a  point  beyond  the  terminus  of  its  line,  the  receipt 
containing  the  words  "which  the  company  promises  to  forward 
^^y  its  railroad,  and  deliver  to  ,  or  order,  at  its 

depot  in  ,  he  or  they  fin^t  paying  frqight  for  the 

same,"  binds  the  company  to  carry  all  the  way  through  to  the 
place  of  destination  marked  upon  the  goods,  and  that  such  com- 
pany are  liable  if  loss  occurs,  irrespective  of  the  line  of  road  or 
place  whereon  or  where  tlie  loss  is  incurred;  that  while  not 
undertaking  to  decide  the  question  whether  the  mere  receiving 


&  Am.  Packet  Co..  42  N.  Y.  212;  S.  C. 
1  Am.  R.  512. 

*  Price  V.  The  Oswego  &  Syracuse  R. 
W.  Co.,  50  N.  Y.  (5  Sickele),  21.*'.; 
Winslow  r.  The  Vermont  &  Mass.  R. 
R.  Co.,  42  Vt.  700;  Duff  v.  Budd,  3 
Brod.  k  Bing.  177;  S.  C.  7  Eng .  Com. 
Law,  671. 

^ClaHin  and  another  v.   Boston  & 


Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Allen,  341. 

*  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Whinney,  36  Ind.  436,  5  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  312.  In  such  an  action,  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  open  and  close 
the  case:    Ibid, 

*  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  Southern  Ry 
Co.  v.  EUsoy,  85  Penn.  St.  283, 18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  413. 
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and  receipting  for  goods  to  carry,  which  are  marked  for  a  point 
beyond  the  line  of  a  company,  will  bind  it  to  carry  to  such  point, 
the  court  were  of  opinion  that  such  receipting  in  blank,  as  to  the 
point  of  destination,  with  the  words  of  promise  contained  in  the 
receipt,  amounted  to  an  undertaking  to  carry  all  the  way  through.* 
17.  Not  liable  for  money  on  the  person  of  a  passenger. — For 
money  carried  on  the  person  of  a  passenger,  not  servient  to  the 
necessities  of  his  journey,  as  reasonably  required  for  the  expenses 
tliereof,  but  carried  merely  for  the  purpose  of  transportation,  a 
railroad  company  is  not  liable  if  lost,  although  the  loss  occur 
through  the  negligence  of  the  company.  While  the  principle  is 
recognized  that,  in  consideration  of  the  money  paid  for  the  pas- 
senger's fare,  the  company  is  bound  to  the  utmost  degree  of  dili- 
gence and  care  in  transporting  its  passengers,  and  that  such 
contract  as  to  his  perspn  necessaril}'  includes  the  wearing  apparel 
thereon,  and  such  reasonable  sum  of  money  as  may  be  in  good 
faith  carried  upon  his  person  for  the  expenses  of  his  journey,  with 
such  articles,  to  a  reasonable  extent,  as  are  ordinarily  carried  or 
worn  upon  the  person  for  use,  convenience,  or  ornament,  as  also 
for  his  baggage,  delivered  as  such  to  the  company  to  be  carried, 
and  properly  checked,  yet  neither  this  extraordinary  care,  nor  any 
other  degree  of  care  or  charge,  extends  to  money  carried  about 
the  person  or  luggage  of  passengers  for  mere  business  purposes, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  it  from  one  place  to  another. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  right  of  a  passenger  to  so  carry 
about  his  person,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  transportation,  large 
or  small  parcels  of  money,  without  informing  the  carrier  thereof, 
or  paying  anything  for  such  privilege  or  transportation ;  but  this 
rio^ht  does  not  arise  from  a  consideration  received  bv  the  com- 
pany,  and  if  so  carried  by  the  passenger,  he  does  so  at  his  own 
risk,  so  far  as  the  acts  of  third  persons  are  concerned,  or  even 
mere  negligence  of  the  company  or  its  servants.  For  this  secret 
mode  of  transportation  would  be  a  fraud  on  the  carrier,  were  the 
carrier  to  be  held  responsible  therefor.  It  would  impose  liability 
witliout  a  consideration;  and  not  only  so,  but  for  that  for  which 
Jts  better  care,  be  not  allowed  to  be  exercised,  as  not  being  in  any 
manner  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  company.'    The  case  here 

'Cutis  V.  Brainerd,  42  Vt.  566;   S.      r.  The  Marietta  &;  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.,  20 
•J.  1  Am.  R.  853.  Ohio  St.  R.  259;  S.  C.  5  Am  R  655. 

'  First  National  Bank  of  Greenfield 
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cited  from  20  OWo  State  was  one  wliere  an  accent  of  the  plaintifT 
was  sent  to  carry  a  package  of  money,  on  his  person,  in  legal  ten- 
der bills,  from  Greenfield  to  Cincinnati,  upon  tlie  railroad  of  the 
defendant,  as  an  ordinary  passenger  thereon.  In  the  course  of 
the  passage  an  accident  happened  to  the  train,  by  which  the 
agent,  together  with  the  money  and  clothing  upon  his  person, 
were  burned  and  destroyed;  and  although  the  accident  was  the 
result  of  negligence  of  the  railroad  company,  it  was  holden  tli«t 
liability  therefor  extended  only  to  loss  resulting  to  that  which 
the  company  were  engaged  to  carry,  and  not  to  money  thus 
carried,  to  more  than  a  reasonable  amount  for  expenses,  iipon  the 
person  of  the  passenger.  The  court  say,  the  notes  "  remained  in 
the  exclusive  custody  and  control  of"  the  passenger.  "  And  as 
they  were  clearly  not  included  in  the  contract  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  passenger  and  his  baggage,  and  were  not  subjecited  to 
the  custody  of  the  carrier,  it  is  ditficult  to  see  how  he  can  be 
held  liable  for  a  want  of  care  over  them." 

18.  Mandamus  lies  to  compel  receipt  and  carriage  of  goods. 
— A  mandamus  will  be  awarded  to  enforce  the  carrv'na:  and 
delivery  of  freights  at  elevators,  or  places  on  switches  or  branches 
of  a  company's  road,  owned  '^nd  used  in  common  with  another 
road,  or  other  roads,  on  which  such  company  is  accustomed  to 
deliver  freights  at  other  depots,  elevators,  or  places  of  reception.* 
Railroad  companies,  being  common  car-i.  s,  are  bound  to 
carry  and  deliver  for  all  persons  alike,  at  such  places  on  their 
line,  or  on  switches  ordinarily  used  by  them,  as  the  shippers 
themselves  may  designate,  and  are  not  allowed,  in  such  transac- 
tions, to  discriminate  in  favor  of  certain  elevators  or  places  for 
the  reception  of  freight;  and,  moreover,  the  fact  that  a  company 
has  contracted  with  certain  ones  to  deliver  exclusively  to  them, 
will  not  alter  the  case,  or  justify  a  refusal  to  deliver  at  others, 
as  to  consignors  who  are  not  party  to  such  agreement' 

But  a  writ  of  mandamus  will  not  be  awarded  ascainst  a  rail- 
road  corporation,  to  compel  the  delivery  of  freight  at  a  point  not 
upon  the  line  of  its  own  road,  although  on  the  line  of  a  connect- 

*  Chi.  &  N.  Western  Ry.  Co.  r.  The  People,  ex  rel.   Hempstead,  r.  The 

People,  ex  rel,  of  Hempstead,  56  III.  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  55  111.  9o; 

365.  Chi.  &  N.  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  The 

2  Vincent  and  others  r.  The  Chi.  &  People,  ex  reL  of  Hempstead,  56  lii. 

Alton    R.   R.   Co.,  49  III.  83 j  The  365. 
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ing  road.*  The  party  applying  for  such  writ  must  not  only  show 
a  clear  right  to  have  the  tiling  done,  which  is  sought  to  be  en- 
forced, but  also  in  the  manner,  and  by  the  party  or  body,  sought 
to  be  coerced.  Tlie  party  of  which  the  duty  act  is  required  must 
also  have  a  right  to  perform  it.'  To  enforce  the  delivery  on  the 
line  of  a  connecting  road  at  a  place  different  than  from  the  point 
of  connection,  would  infringe  the  rights  of  the  company  owning 
the  connecting  road,  and  would  involve  a  trespass  upon  their 
chartered  limits,  unless  entered  upon  by  their  consent.  In  the 
case  cited  from  55  Illinois,  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  state  say: 
*'  To  compel  a  railroad  com|)any  to  receive  and  deliver  freight  at 
points  off  and  beyond  their  own  line,  would  be  not  only  oppress- 
ive and  involve  their  business  in  inextricable  confusion,  but 
would  impose  burdens  and  responsibilities  upon  them  which 
thev  never  contracted  to  assume."  That  the  track  or  tracks 
required  to  be  used,  to  comply  with  the  writ,  if  granted,  belong 
to  another  and  different  company;  and  that  should  the  writ  be 
awarded,  the  court  very  pertinently  ask,  "how  could  respond- 
ents obey  it?  Could  they,  without  tiie  permission  of"  the  other 
company.  "  run  their  cars  over  their  tracks?  "  "  Could  the  writ 
command  them  to  purchase  the  right "  so  to  do?  It  is  clear  that 
the  writ  of  mandamus  can  not  be  made  to  perform  such  an 
office.' 

But  it  does  not  follow  absolutely,  from  such  duty,  that  a  rail- 
road company  having  a  wharf  at  its  terminus,  is  bound  in  like 
manner  to  extend  the  privileges,  benefits  or  use  thereof,  to  all 
of  its  customers  or  persons  transporting  property  over  its  road 
alike:  In  this  respect  it  may  consult  its  own  interest  and  con- 
venience; more  especially  if  such  wharf  accommodation  be  not 
sufficiently  extensive  to  meet  the  necessities  of  all  those  doing  a 
shipping  business  over  the  road  of  the  company.  As  in  such 
case  some  one  or  more  must  necessarily  be  excluded,  it  remains 
for  the  company  itself  to  elect  as  to  who  shall  be  admitted  to  its 
privileges,  and  who  not.* 

*The  People,  ex  rel.  Hempstead,  v.  case,  8  Am.  R.  631. 

The  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  55  111.  95;  '  The  People,  ex  rel.  Hempstead,  v. 

S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  631.  The  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  55  111. 

'The  People  ex  rel.  v.  Hatch,  and  95,  109;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  631. 

the  Same  v.  Dubois,  33  111.  9;  The  *Audenried  t>.  Phil    &  Readinof  R. 

People,  ex  rel  Hempstead,  v.  Chi.  &  R.  Co.,  68  Penn.  St.  87  ';  S.  C.  8  Am. 

Alton  R.  R.  Co.,   55  111.  95;   Same  R.  195. 
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19.  When  carrier's  liability  begins. — A  contract  with  a  com- 
mon carrier  for  the  carriage  of  goods,  is  a  contract  of  baihnent, 
and  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  charge  the  carrier  with  their  loss, 
that  the  property  to  be  carried  be  actually  delivered  in  proper 
condition  to  such  carrier,  and  accepted  by  him  for  carriaue. 
The  articles  are  to  be  put  up  and  marked  by  the  shipper  for 
carriage  with  suitable  care,  according  to  their  character  or  liabil- 
ity to  injury,  and  their  destination  or  place  of  delivery  by  the 
carrier,  and  the  name  of  the  consignee,  plainly  shown.* 

The  liability  of  a  railroad  company,  as  common  carrier,  for 
goods  delivered  to  it,  does  not  begin  until  the  arrangements  for 
transportation,  as  between  the  owner  or  consignor  and  the  com- 
pany, are  so  complete  that  the  duty  of  immediate  transportation 
devolves  upon  the  companv.  So  lono^  as  anv  tliinsr  further  is  to 
be  done,  or  orders  gi^^en  by  the  owner,  to  enable  the  company  to 
perform  its  duty  as  carrier  with  certainty  as  to  what  it  is,  or 
any  thing  else  is  required  of  the  owner,  the  relation  of  carrier 
is  not  created  by  leaving  the  goods  with  the  company.  They 
are,  during  such  time,  bailees  of  a  different  character  than  as 
carriers.^ 

To  charge  a  railroad  corporation,  as  warehousemen,  with  tlie 
loss  of  goods  deposited  in  its  depot,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  goods  are  stolen  or  are  lost;  there  must  be  some  evi- 
dence of  negligence  or  want  of  ordinary  care  on  the  part  of  the 
company,  or  of  some  wrong  or  dereliction  of  duty  on  its  part. 
Under  such   circumstances,   the  companj'  is  liable  only    as   a 


*  Merriam  v.  The  Hartforfl  &  New 
Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Conn.  354;  S.  C. 
2  Am.  R.  W.  Cases,  135;  Grosvenor 
V.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  39  N. 
Y.  (12  Tiffany),  34.  But  the  delivery 
to  the  agent  of  the  company  at  a 
place  away  from  the  line  of  the  rail- 
road, and  distant  from  the  usual  place 
of  receiving  goods  for  transportation, 
will  not  bind  the  company,  unless  by 
their  consent  and  special  agreement 
thereto:  Mo.  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  v.  Hannibal 
&  St.  ,7o8.  R.  R.  Co.,  35  Mo.  84.  And 
where  goods  are  shipped  by  water,  via 
the  railroad  company  from  some  in- 
termediate point,  and  the  goods  are 


received  by  the  railroad  company  with 
knowledge  of  these  facts,  the  posses- 
sion of  the  goods  is  prima  facie  a 
possession  as  carriers:  Rogers  o. 
Wheelen  52  N.  Y.  262,  .4  Am.  Hy. 
Rep.  411. 

2  Barron  v,  Eldredge,  100  Ma^s. 
455;  Rogers  r.  Wheeler,  52  N.  Y.  262, 
4  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  411.  And  see  Watts 
V.  Boston  <!l  Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  103 
Mass.  466,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  50;  O'Neill 
r.  N.  Y.  Central  &  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  60  N.Y.  laS,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
121;  Sumner  t;.  Charlotte,  Columb".i  <fe 
Augusta  R.  R.  Co.,  li  N.  Car.  283, 
16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  201. 
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depositary,  and  can  not  be  held  liable,  except  for  negligence,  as 
to  the  want  ot*  ordinary  care  of  the  goods;  and  the  onus  as  to 
negligence  is  on  the  plaintiff.' 

Tlie  general  rule  is,  tliat  to  charge  the  carrier,  the  property 
must  be  delivered  to  hinn  or  it  or  to  his  or  its  servants  author- 
ized to  receive  it;  and  therefore,  if  it  be  merely  deposited  in  some 
place  to  whicli  the  carrier  resorts,  or  he  deposited  in  his  cart  or 
vehicle  for  carriage,  without  the  knowledi^e  and  acceptance  of 
the  carrier,  or  his  or  its  servants  or  agents  authorized  to  receive 
it,  there  is  no  bailment  or  delivery  of  the  property,  and  conse- 
quently no  responsibility  attaches  to  the  carrier  therefor.*  But 
there  are  exceptions  to  this  rule,  so  far  as  the  name  may  he 
aifected  by  conventional  arrangements  existing  between  the  par- 
lies as  to  the  mode  of  delivery;  and  the  rule  prevails  only 
where  there  is  no  such  arrangement.  It  is  competent  for  the 
parties  to  make  such  agreement  in  that  respect  as  is  to  them  ac- 
ceptable, and  when  made,  the  agreement,  and  not  the  general 
law,  will  govern  their  rights  and  liabilities.  Therefore  if  it  be 
agreed  that  property  to  be  carried  shall  be  deposited  for  trans- 
portation at  a  particular  place,  and  without  any  express  notice 
thereof  to  the  carrier,  then  such  deposit  will  be  a  suflBcient 
delivery  to  charge  the  carrier;  for  in  such  cases,  the  depositing 
of  the  property  at  the  place  agreed  on  for  carriage,  without 
requiring  express  notice,  will  amount  to  notice  by  implication 
of  law.' 

And  so  a  settled  usage  or  habit  of  a  carrier  to  receive  prop- 
erty at  a  particular  dock  or  place  for  carriage,  a!id  without  any 
special  notice  of  such  deposit,  is  sufficient  to  show  a  public  offer 
by  the  carrier  to  receive  property  in  that  manner  for  carriage; 
and  a  delivery  of  property  there,  accordingly,  and  to  be  carried 
in  pursuance  of  such  offer,  will  be  sufficient  to  charge  the  car- 
rier, under  an  implied  agreement  between  the  parties  that  the 
property,  if  thus  deposited,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  carrier  for 

>  Thomas  v.  Boston  &  Providence  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Conn.  354,  360;  S.  C.  2 

R.  Co.,  10  Met.  472;  Lamb  »;•  Western  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  135;  Grosvenorr.  The 

R.  R.  Co.,  7  Allen,  98.     Where  there  New  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  39  N.  Y. 

is  an  entire  failure  of  evidence,  the  (12  Tiffany),  34. 
court  will  so  rule,  and  direct  a  verdict         '  Merriam  v.  Hartford  &  N.  Haven 

for  defendant:    Ih.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Conn.  354,  380,  361;  S. 

*  Merriam  t.  ILirtford  &  N.  Haven  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  135. 
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cnrriage,  and  without  any  further  notice  thereof.'  Tlins,  a 
delivery  of  freiorhts  to  a  raih-oad  company  for  shipment,  made 
by  placing  the  same  in  a  car  of  the  company,  left  by  the  com- 
pany for  that  purpose  on  the  side  track  of  the  railroad  at  tho 
sliipper's  place  of  business,  and  notice  thereof  to  the  company, 
is  tt  sufficient  act  of  delivery  to  bind  the  company,  as  carrier?, 
for  the  safety  of  tlie  coods  from  the  time  of  such  notice;  and 
a  loss  by  fire  thcreaf!"cr  is  the  loss  of  the  company,  althongh 
the  bill  of  ladin;^  or  receipt  for  the  property  had  not  yet  been 
dolivered  to  the  shipper.'*  From  the  time  of  phicing  the  prop- 
erty aboard  the  onr,  the  company,  as  sole  owners  of  the  side 
track,  could  alone  control  it,  and  their  possession  was  therefore 
held  to  be  complete  and  exclusive.'  In  such  case,  the  liability 
of  the  company  can  not  be  limited  by  proof  showing  the  usage 
to  be  to  embrace,  in  all  bills  of  lading  for  that  particular  kind 
of  freight,  a  clause  exempting  it  from  losses  by  fire.  Such  proof 
will  not  avail,  as  nothing  short  of  a  special  agreement  can  have 
that  effect.* 

But  merely  leaving  oflF  property,  desired  by  the  owner  to  be 
transported  on  the  cars  (as  grain,  for  instance),  at  the  depot,  or  in 
and  about  the  warehouse  of  a  railroad  company,  does  not  amount 
to  a  delivery  thereof  for  carriage  by  the  owner,  nor  to  such  a 
receipt  thereof  for  carriage  as  will  charge  the  company  with  loss 
thereof,  without  their  fault,  or  with  its  natural  decay,  or  with 
dnmages  for  not  carrying  the  same;  no  bill  of  lading  or  receipt 
being  given  for  the  same,  and  there  being  no  act,  promise  or 
usage  of  the  company  or  its  agents,  by  which  the  acceptance  and 
receipt  thereof  by  the  company  for  trans]^ortation  can  be  in- 
ferred.* And  if,  in  fact,  there  be  an  acceptance  and  receipt 
tliereof  for  carriage,  yet  if  the  railroad  of  the  company  be  in 
military  occupancy  and  control,  in  time  of  war,  so  as  by  superior 
force  of  such  occupancy  and  control  of  the  military  the  railroad 
company  have  not  the  ordinary  free  means  of  shipment  thereon, 
then  there  is  no  liability  on  such  company  for  mere  failure  to 

'Merriamv.  Hart'ord  &  N.  Haven  *in.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Snajraer  A 

R.  R.  Co.,  20  Conn.  354,  35:).  Co.,  38  III  354;  Western  Trans.  Co.  r. 

Mil.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Smyspr,  38  Newhall,  24  111.  466. 

IlL  364.  Mil.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Homberg*T, 

» Jli.  Cent.  R.  R.   Co.  v.  Smyser,  38  77  111.  457. 
111.  3.54. 
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C'lrrr,  altlionijli  in  tlie  mean  time,  and  witljont  there  l»einjj  anv 
f,.ii\t  on  iU  part  as  the  proximate  canse  thereof,  the  pruperrv 
d'-cuv  or  deteriorate.* 

A  delivery  of  ^ofxls  to  a  railroad  company,  to  remain  will 
t^'cm  in  view  of  future  carriage,  a!ter  sometliin^  else  is  to  l)e  as- 
ccTtained,  arranged  or  duie,  and  not  for  immediate  transpi>rta- 
ti'»n,  charges  such  cou)[»any  only  as  warehousemen  for  the  time 
being,  and  not  as  common  carriers.  As,  for  instance,  if  goods 
ho  delivered  to  tlie  company  by  one  jjersdn,  which  belong  to  an- 
other, with  orders  to  retain  them  until  directions  as  to  tlieir  j?hip- 
ment  be  received  from  the  do.-igiated  owner,  then  nntil  the 
fnll  order  and  arrangement  for  their  transportation  is  made,  the 
liability  of  the  company  is  only  as  that  of  a  warehouseman.* 

And  so  the  ruling  is  in  Massachusetts,  that  although  it  is  a  gen- 
eral rule  of  the  law  that  the  responsibility  of  a  railroad  com j ►any 
as  a  common  carrier  for  g^Kxls  delivered  to  it  to  be  carried  begins 
as  soon  as  the  goods  are  delivered  to  it  to  be  carried,  at  thepro}»er 
place  and  in  the  j)ropcr  condition  for  transportation,*  yet  if  the 
goods,  when  so  delivered,  are  not  ready  for  immediate  transpor- 
tation, so  that  something  else  remains  to  be  done,  or  further 
directions  as  to  their  carriage  are  to  be  given  by  the  owner  or 
consignor,  tlien  tlie  goods  remain  with  the  carrier  in  the  mean 
time  as  a  mere  warehouseman,  and  in  case  of  their  loss,  his  liabil- 
jty  is  to  be  tested  by  the  rules  of  law  as  to  warchonsemen,  and 
ivfi  as  to  the  rules  of  liahilitv  in  re^rard  to  common  carriers.* 

20.  When  carrier's  liability  ceases. — There  is  a  diversity  of 
rulings  in  law  as  to  the  termination  of  the  carrier's  liability- 
One  class  of  cases  hold,  that  on  the  safe  arrival  of  the  goods  at 
tlieir  place  of  destination,  if  it  be  at  an  nn&easonable  hour,  or 
tliere  be  no  one  in  attendance  antliorized  to  receive  them,  it  is 
the  duty  of  tlie  company  to  store  them  in  their  depot  or  ware- 
house, or  in  some  other  warehouse  which  is  generally  regarded 
a£  safe,  to  await  the  convenience  of  the  consignee  to  take  them 

*  III  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Hornberger,      Allen,  520;  White  v.  Goodrich  Transp. 
77  III.  457.  Co.,   46  Wis.  493,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 

*  St.  Louis,  Alton  &  Terre  Haute  R.      39S. 

R.  Co.  V.  M-  ntgfomery,  1)9  III.  :iS5;  *  Judson  v.  Western   R.  R.  Co.,  4 

Rogers  v.  Wheeler.  52  N.  Y.  262,  4  Allen,  620;  O'Neill  r.  New  York  Cen- 

Am.  Ry.  Rep.  411.  tral  &  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  60  K. 

*  Judson  V.  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Y.  138,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  121. 
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away;  and  wlien  so  stored,  in  good  faitli,  the  liability  of  the  rail- 
road company  as  carriers,  in  respect  to  them,  ends;  and  that 
thereby  the  liability  of  warehouseman  attaches,  in  lien  tliercof,  to 
tliose  who  thus  assume  warehouse  custody  of  the  goods;  and  tlie 
goods  become  subject  to  warehouse  charges,*  if  there  be  no  custom 
or  contract  to  the  contrary.  Another  class  of  cases  hold  that  the 
responsibility  of  the  company  as  carrier  still  continues,  not- 
withstanding the  arrival  and  proper  storage  of  the  goods,  if  the 
consignee  be  not  there  to  receive  them,  until  such  time  as  he  hns 
notice  of  their  arrival,  or  until  a  reasonable  time  has  elapsed 
for  him  to  ascertain  that  fact,  and  to  apply  for  the  goods;''  and 
according  to  the  latter  claes  of  cases,  the  owner,  if  notified 
of  the  arrival,  still  lias  a  reasonable  time  thereafter  to  apply 
for  and   take  them   away,  before  the  carrier's  liability  ceases.* 


*  Francis  r.  The  Dubuque  &  Sioux 
City  R.  R.  Co.,  2o  Iowa,  60;  Mote  r. 
Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Iowa, 
22;  Story  on  Bailments,  Sec.  44S;  New 
Albany  &  Salem  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Camp- 
bell, 12  Ind.  55;  Bansemer  v.  The  To- 
ledo &  Wabash  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Ind. 
4^34;  Cincinnati  &  Chi.  Air  Line  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  McCool,  26  Ind.  140;  Jackson 
V.  Sacramento  Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  23 
Cal.  26S;  Neal  v.  The  Wilmington  & 
Weldon  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Jonea  (L.),  482; 
Thomas  v.  The  Boston  &  Prov.  R.  R. 
Co.,  10  Met.  472;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  W. 
Cas.  403;  Norway  Plains  Co.  v.  Boston 
&  Me.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Gray,  263;  Stevens 
r.  The  Boston  &  Me.  R.  R.  Co.,  1 
Gray,  277;  Alabama  &  Tenn.  Rivers 
U.  R.  Co.  V.  Kidd,  35  Ala.  209;  Mobile 
tl'  Girard  Railroad  Co.  v.  Prewitt,  46 
Ala.  63;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  586;  Illinois 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  A'exander  and  oth- 
ers, 20  111.  2:];  Porter  r.  Ch'cago  & 
Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co.,  20  111.  406; 
Richards  v.  Mich.  S.  &  N.  Ind.  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  III.  404:  Davis  v.  Mich.  S.  & 
N.  Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  20  111.  412;  Chi. 
&  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Bensley  et  a?.,  69 
III.  630;  Moses  v,  Boston  &  Maine  R. 
R.  Co.,  32  N.  H.  523;  Brown  v.  Grand 
Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  54  N.  H.  5:35;  S.  C.  11 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  195;  JlcCarty  and  an- 


other V.  The  New  York  &  Erie  R.  R. 
Co..  30  Penn.  St.  (6  Ca«;ey),  247;  Jef- 
ferson ville  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Cleveland,  2 
Bush,  46^;  South  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Felder,  46  Ga.  433,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
419. 

^MoRea  p.  Boston  &  Maine  R.  R. 
Co.,  32  N.  H.  523;  Blumenthal  v. 
BrainerJ,  3S  Vt.  402;  Winslow  t;.  Ver- 
mont &  Ma.ss.  R.  R.  Co.,  42  Vt.  700; 
S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  365;  AVood  v.  Crock- 
er, 18  Wis.  345;  Parker  and  another 
V.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  30  Wis. 
639;  Lemke  v.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  39  Wis.  449,  13  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  406;  Buckley  p.  The  Great 
V/cstei-n  Ry.  Co.,  18  Mich.  (5  Jenni- 
son),  121.  It  is  held  tliat  from  4  to  6 
o  clock  is  not  a  rea.sonable  time  in 
which  to  remove  the  goods;  and  if 
lost  in  that  time,  the  carrier  is  liable: 
Parker  and  anothf^r  v.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul 
Ry.  Co  ,  supra.  From  5:30  o'clock  p. 
M.  of  Saturday,  to  noon  of  the  follow- 
ing Tuesday,  held  a  reasonable  time 
in  which  to  remove  goods;  and  the 
absence  of  the  consignee  from  town 
will  not  operate  to  extend  the  liability 
as  carrier:  L'mke  v.  C,  M.  k  St.  P. 
Ry.  Co.,  supra. 

^  Farmers'  &  Mechanics'  Bank  v.  The 

Champlain  Transportation  Co.,  23  Vt 
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In  still  another  class  of  ruling?,  it  is  holden  that  the  arriv-l 
and  unloading  of  the  goods  onto  the  platform  at  the  place  of 
destination,  at  a  way  station,  where  there  is  no  warehouse  of  the 
company,  discharges  the  carrier  of  all  liability  whatever  for  the 
goods.  But  these  decisions  are  comparatively  few  in  number, 
and  are  l)ased  exclusively  upon  local  custom.*  To  our  mind,  if 
to  be  regarded  as  authority  at  all,  it  must  be  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances of  local  custom,  well  substJintiated  in  point  of  fact, 
and  well  understood  by  the  parties  to  the  transaction. 

But  clearly,  without  such  custom  well  established,  a  delivery 
is  not  effectual  bv  discharo^inff  the  articles  from  the  cars,  and  de- 
posit  thereof  on  the  platform.  The  case  of  McMasters  v.  The 
Pennsylvania  Riilroad  Company  above  cited,  involved  the 
deliverv  of  freisrht  at  Turtle  Creek  station,  about  twelve  miles 
only  from  Pittsburgh,  the  latter  being  the  place  of  shipment. 
The  ])roperty  was  purchased  the  previous  day,  and  ordered  to  be 
forwarded  by  railroad  to  that  station  on  the  day  on  which  it 
arrived  there;  and  under  the  circumstances  the  consignee  would 
naturall)'  expect  its  arrival,  so  that  the  custom  in  such  case 
would  scarcely  work  a  hardship.  Nor  would  a  custom  of  the 
kind  be  likely  to,  as  to  shipments  from  Pittsburgh  to  the  same 
point,  as  the  consignee  would  usually  know,  on  so  short  a  line, 
when  to  expect  his  freight  to  arrive;  but  on  long  lines  of  ship- 
ment, the  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  arrival  would  render  such 
a  custom  almost  impracticable,  that  requires  the  consiirnce  to 
bie  present  to  receive  his  property  on  its  arrival  at  the  station. 
The  inconvenience  of  this  would  be  so  great  that  it  would  pre- 
vent such  a  practice  ever  maturing  into  a  custom  having  the 
force  of  law. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  A'fibama  very  justly  hold,  that  in  con- 
tracts for  carrying  goods,  the  obligation  is  not  all  on  the  part  of 


186.  If  the  owner  be  present,  and 
request  the  storage  of  the  g'oods  for  a 
short  time,  instead  of  taking  them 
away,  and  they  be  so  stored  by  the 
company,  then  the  character  of  airrier 
ceases,  and  that  of  warehousemen 
commences.  In  such  case,  if  the  goods 
be  lost,  the  question  of  negligence,  and 
the  quention  whether  the  railroad 
company  is  a  bjiilee  for  reward,  or  a 


gratuitous  bailee,  are  rightfully  re- 
ferred to  the  jury,  if  there  is  any  dis- 
pute as  to  the  facta  in  reference  « here- 
to: Dimmick  and  another  v.  Mil.  HH 
St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  18  Wis.  471. 

» McMasters  v.  The  Penn.  B.  R. 
Co.,  69  Penn.  St.  R.  374;  S.  C.  8  Am. 
R.  264;  Fanners'  and  Mechanics' 
Bank  v.  The  Chnmplain  TrMiaporta- 
tion  Co.,  23  Vt.  186. 
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the  carrier;  that  it  is  as  much  a  part  of  the   contract  that  the 
owner  or  consignee   shall  be  on  hand  to  receive  them  on  their 
arrival  at  the  place  of  destination,  or  within  a  reasonable  time 
thereafter,  as  that  the  carrier  shall  transport  and  safely  deliver 
the  same;   that  if,  on  arrival,  the  ^oods  are  not  called  for,  and 
are  then  dej)osited  in  the  warehonse  of  the  company,  to  await 
the  reasonable  opportunity  of  the  owner  to  apply  for  them,  that 
from  and  after  such  warehousing  tlie  liability  of  the  carrier,  as 
carrier,  is  at  an  end;  subsequently   the  company  are  liable  only 
as  warehousemen  for  hire/     Such  keeping  is  a  keeping  for  hire, 
in  contemplation  of  law,  notwithstanding  no  other  or  additional 
charge  be  made  therefor  than-  the  amount  paid  for  carriage.     In 
the  language  of  the  Supreme   Court  of  Alabama,   "When  the 
railroad  company  thus  undertakes  to  receive  and  keep  the  goods 
for  the  owner,  it  is  an  assumption  of  control  that  can   uot  be 
treated  as  a  mere  bailment   without  hire.     For  it  can  not  be  in 
justice  said   that  such  a  bailment  i«  without  hire,  though    no 
charges  for  storage  are  demanded.     The  accommodation  itself 
is  one  that  has  a  strong  tendency  to  bring  business  to  the  com- 
pany,   because   goods   transported    by    them    thus   tind    a  safe 
deposit  until  they  can   be  removed  by  the  owner.     Thus,   too, 
the  company  is  paid  for  the  use  of  its  depots*  b}'  the  increase  of  its 
business.     And  when  they  assume  thus  to  act  as  warehousemen 
for  their  custoniers,  they  must  be  treated  as  warehousemen  for 
hire."     Such,  too,  is  tiie  weight  of  authorities." 

In  the  case  here  cited  of  the  Alabama  &  Tenn.  Rivers  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Kidd,  the  court,  recognizing  the  general  rule  upon  that 
subject,  say:  "If  goods,  transported  by  railroad,  are  not  called 
for  by  the  consignee  when  they  arrive  at  their  destination,  and 


*  Alabama  &  Tenn.  Rivers  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Kidd,  35  Ala.  209;  Mobile  & 
Girard  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Prewitt,  46  Ala. 
68;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  586;  Chi.  &  N. 
W.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Benaley  et  al.,  69  111. 
6^30.  But  see  Jewell  v.  Grantl  Trunk 
Ry.,  55  N.  H.  84,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
496,  holding  that  carriers  are  bound 
to  deliver  freight  at  a  suitable  and 
reasonable  place  for  the  consignee  to 
receive  it,  even  after  their  liability  as 
common  carriers  has  ceased,  and  that 


of  warehousemen  attached;  but  if  the 
consignee  accept  an  insufficient  de- 
livery, he  can  not  hold  the  company 
liable  for  loss  or  injury  occurring  dur- 
ing their  removal  thereafter.  Ibid. 
And  no  custom  of  the  company's  ser- 
vants to  assist  in  such  removal  will 
affect  them.     Jhid. 

2  Mobile  &  Girard  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Prewitt,  46  Ala.  63.  68;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R. 
586,  590. 
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are  then  deposited  in  the  warehouse  of  the  company  witho^it 
additional  eliari^^e,  until  the  owner  or  consignee  has  a  reasonable 
time  by  the  exercise  of  proper  diligence  to  remove  them,  tie 
liability  of  the  company,  as  a  carrier^  is  at  an  end;  and  if,  after 
this,  the  iroods  remain  in  their  warehouse,  they  are  responsible 
only  as  keepers  for  hire."  And  that  in  the  latter  case  the}- 
are  resj^onsible  only  for  losses  caused  by  their  want  of  such  care 
as  is  required  of  ordinary  bailees  for  hire.*  Moreover,  that  if 
the  company  keep  no  warehouse  at  the  point  of  destination  of 
the  goods  on  their  road,  the  duty  of  the  company  is  perform e:l 
by  carrying  tlie  goods  to  such  place  of  destination,  and  thero 
storing  them  in  an  ordinarily  safe  warehouse,  to  be  kept  for  the 
consignee  or  owner,  after  first  retaining  them  a  reasonable  time 
for  the  owner  or  consignee,  by  the  use  of  diligence,  to  receive 
and  take  them  away."  The  obligation  of  diligence  as  to  looking 
after  and  receivino:  of  the  snoods  on  their  arrival,  is  as  much  the 
duty  of  the  owner  or  consignee  as  it  is  a  duty  devolving  on  the 
carrier  to  carry  the  same  with  suitable  diligence.' 

And  if,  after  the  goods  arrive  at  their  proper  destination,  and 
are  warehoused  by  the  company,  they  are  destroyed  by  fire  with- 
out the  fault  of  the  company,  then  the  company  are  not  liable 
for  the  loss.*  Such,  too,  is  the  law,  whether  the  goods  be  stored 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  proceeilings,  by  reason  of  not  being 
called  for,  or  by  agreement,  and  for  the  mutual  convenience  of 
the  consignee  and  the  company.' 


*35  Ala.  217.  See  also,  Norway 
Plainsrl'o.  v.  B.  k  M.  R.  K.  Co.,  1  Gray, 
26:^;  Thomas  r.  Boston  &  P.  R.  R.  Co., 
10  Met.  472;  Mosch  v.  Boston  &  M.  R. 
R.  Co.,  :^2  N.  H.  r)23,  cited  by  the  court 
in  Alabama  &  Tenn.  Rivers  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Kidd. 

2  Ala.  k  Tenn.  Rivers  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Kidd,  il.">  Ala.  209.  218, 

»Ala.  k  Tenn.  Rivers  R.  R.  Co.  c. 
Kidd,  '?^^  Ala.  209. 

*  Francis  r.  The  Dubu^jne  k  Sioux 
City  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Iowa,  60;  Aldricli  i\ 
The  Boston  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co., 
100  Mass.  31;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  76;  Rich- 
anU  and  others  u.  Mich.  S.  k  X. 
Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  20  111.  404;  Roths- 


child €i  al.  V.  Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
69  111.  164;  Iv'mke  v.  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  ;j9  Wis. 
449,  i:)  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  406. 

•  Fennor  v.  The  Buffalo  k  State  Line 
R.  R.  Co.,  44  N.  y.  .505;  S.  C.  4  Am. 
R.  709.  And  so  when  a  quantity  of 
hay  was  left  on  the  cars  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  owner,  after 
arrival  at  its  destination  in  good 
order,  and  was  so  left  at  the  owner's 
request,  as  thus  being  more  conven- 
ient for  further  shipment  by  water, 
and  the  piimission  to  remain  on  the 
cars  was  given  upon  condition  that  it 
be  at  the  owner's  risk,  and  the  hav 
was  lost  without  fault  of    the  com- 
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Caton,  Chief  Justice,  lays  down  the  true  rule  as  to  the  tenr.i- 
natioii  of  liability  as  carriers,  by  warehousing  the  good:?,  with 
great  force  and  clearness  in  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Coiiipan}' 
V.  Alexander  and  others,*  in  the  following  terms:  *' The  law  is 
now  tod  well  settled  to  bear  discussion,  that  a  railroad  company 
may  assume  the  double  character  of  carriers  and  warehouse- 
men." And  "That  their  duty  as  carriers  is  ended  when  tliey 
have  placed  the  i^oods  in  a  safe  depot  of  their  own,  or  any  other 
safe  warehouse."  This,  too,  irrespective  of  any  notice  to  the 
owner;  he  should  be  on  hand  to  receive  them.' 

And  Walkkr,  Justice,  of  the  same  court,  disposes  of  the 
subject  and  asserts  the  true  principle  in  the  following  language: 
"This  court  has  held,  at  the  present  term,  in  the  case  of  Porter 
V.  The  Chicago  cfe  Rock  Island  Railroad^  that  to  terminate  its 
liability  as  a  common  carrier,  it  is  not  necessary  that  a  railroad 
should  give  notice  of  the  arrival  of  goods  to  the  owner  and 
consignee.  And  that  so  soon  as  the  goods  arrive  at  their  desti- 
nation, or  at  the  terminus  of  their  road,  and  they  are  unloaded 
and  placed  safely  and  securely  in  the  defendant's  warehouse, 
that  the  responsibility  of  common  carriers  ceases,  and  that  of 
warehousemen  attaches." ' 

Such,  also,  is  the  ruling  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  where  it  is  held, 
accordingly,  that  a  railroad  company,  sued  and  declared  against 
as  warehousemen,  c^n  not  be  charged  with  the  liabilities  of 
common  carriers;  and  that  the  responsibilities  of  the  two  char- 
acters are  not  the  same.  Wiien,  therefore,  in  an  action  for  loss 
of  goods  delivered  to  be  transported,  the  goods  were,  by  the 
plaintiff' 's  own  showing  in  his  petition,  actually  carried  as 
required  to  the  place  of  destination,  but  were  there  lost  after 
being  warehoused,  a  charge  to  the  jury  holding  the  company 
liable  except  as  for  loss  by  the  act  of  God  or  the  public  enemy — 
a  superior  power,  or  vis  iriajor — as  in  case  of  common  carriers, 
18  erroneous.  The  goods  having  arrived  at  the  place  of  their 
destination  in  good  order,  and  not  being  called  for  in  a  reason- 

pany,  the  raih-oad  company  was  hold  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Prewitt,  46  Ala.  63;  S.  C. 

not  to  be  liable:  Knowles  r.  Atlantic  &  7  Am.  R.  586. 

St.  La^^reoce  R.  R.  Co.,  38  Maine,  55.  'Richards  and  others  v.  Mich.  S.  & 

>  20  111.  2:5.  29.  N.  Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  20  111.  404,  406. 

"  Alabama  &  Tenn.  Rivers  R.R.  Co.  407;  Porter  v.  The  Chicago  &  Rock 

r.  Kidd,  35  Ala.  209;  Mobile  &  Girard  Island  R  R.  Co.,  20  111.  407. 
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{il)Ie  time,  were  tlien  trtored  in  the  company's  warehonse,  and 
lo.^t.  The  responsibility  of  common  carrier  had  ceased,  and  tlie 
company  were  no  longer  liable  except  as  warehousemen,  which 
is,  for  ordinary  diligence.* 

The  proper  delivery  of  the  goods,  however,  to  the  consignee 
or  his  order,  terminates  the  liability  of  the  company,  whetlier 
tiuit  liability  be  as  carriers  or  as  warehousemen;'  and  a  servant 
of  the  company  whose  business  is  that  of  a  freight-honse  laborer, 
to  load  and  unload  cars  and  deliver  freight,  is  a  competent  wit- 
ness to  prove  the  delivery.'  In  Draper  v.  The  Worcester  & 
Norwich  Railroad  Company,  here  cited,  the  court  say  there  is  a 
"  well  established  exception  to  the  general  rule,"  which  excep- 
tion "admits  agents,  factors,  brokers,  carriers,  and  subordinate 
agents  and  .servants  in  all  departments  of  business,  to  testify,  as 
competent  witnesses,  to  the  receipt  and  payment  of  money,  the 
delivery  of  goods,  and  all  acta  usually  done  by  such  classes  of 
persons,  within  the  scope  of  their  ordinary  occupation  and  em- 
ployment." * 

To  constitute  a  delivery,  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  tliat 
there  be  a  landing  of  the  goods  on  the  platform,  and  a  formal 
delivery  therefrom  to  the  consignee,  or  else  a  storage  of  the 
goods  in  the  company's  warehouse,  to  await  the  application  of 
the  consignee,  if  not  delivered  at  the  platform,  nor  a  subsequent 
formal  delivery  thereat,  and  removal  therelrom;  but  any  act  or 
circumstance  done  or  caused  to  be  done  at  the  instaiice  of  the 
consignee,  which  transfers  the  superior  control  and  possession 
of  the  property  from  the  agents  or  servants  of  the  company  to 
that  of  the  consignee  or  his  agents  or  servants,  will  amount  in 
law  to  a  delivery,  so  as  to  discharge  the  company  from  liability 
for  injuries  happen inir  to  the  goods,  or  losses  occurring  after 
such  change  of  authority.*     Thus  while  it  is  the  general  duty 


» Porter  v.  The  Chicago  &  N.  W. 
Ry.  Co.,  20  Iowa,  78. 

2  Draper  v.  The  Worcester  &  Nor- 
wich R.  R.  Co.,  11  Met.  505,  1  Am. 
R.  W.  Cases,  607;  Lewis  v.  The 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Met.  509;  S,  C. 
1  Am.  R.  W.  Cas,  610,  615.  And  in 
the  absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary, 
the  presumption  will  be  indulged 
that  goods  are  ready  for  delivery  at 


any  time  after  their  receipt:  Lemke  v, 
Chica^ro,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 
Co..  39  Wis.  449,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
406, 

^  Draper  t .  The  Worceeter  A  Nor- 
wich R.  R.  Co.,  11  Met.  505. 

*  1  Am.  R.  W.  Cwies,  609. 

^  Lewis  V.  The  Western  R.  R.  Co., 
11  Met.  509,  1  Am.  R.  W.  C^.  610. 


COMMON   CARRIERS   OF   THINGS.  1289 

of  a  railroad  comj)any  to  deliver  the  goods  at  their  depot  or 
warehouse,  as  the  case  may  bo,  yet  it  is  holden  that  where,  at 
tlie  special  request  of  the  consi^^j^uee,  or  of  his  agent  to  receive 
the  goods,  the  car  contaiiWiig  the  property  was  hauled  from 
the  depot  of  the  carrier  to  the  depot  of  another  railroad  hard 
by,  that  from  the  time  it  left  the  depot  of  the  carrier  for  the 
other  depot,  the  property  was  constructively  in  the  possession  of 
the  consignee,  and  that  injury  thereto  in  the  removal  of  the 
same  from  the  car,  occasioned  by  the  use  of  the  derrick  or  other 
facilities  of  such  other  road,  or  by  persons  other  than  the  em- 
ployes of  the  carrier,  then  the  persons  and  means  thus  employed 
are  to  be  considered  as  the  instruments,  agents  and  agencies  of 
the  consignee,  and  the  carrier  are  in  no  manner  responsible  for 
the  result.' 

And  so  in  Minnesota  the  ruling  is,  that  if  the  goods  have 
arrived  at  their  destination,  the  carriers  may  store  them,  and 
become  but  warehousemen  in  relation  thereto,  if  not  called  for 
in  a  reasonable  time.'  By  the  ruling  in  sonie  states,  if  the  con- 
signee resides  at  such  place  of  final  destination,  reasonable  notice 
'  of  the  arrival  of  the  goods  is  to  be  given  by  the  company,  before 
it  may  thus  change  its  relation  of  carrier  into  that  of  ware- 
houseman;* but  until  the  goods  arrive  at  the  place  of  their  final 
destination,  no  other  oblioratirm  as  to  notice  or  deliverv  devolves 
lu  law  on  the  company  in  charge  of  them,  but  to  forward  safely 
and  with  diligence,  and  deliver  to  the  connecting  line  at  the  end 
of  their  route.* 

The  rulings  in  New  York  seem  to  favor  the  necessity  of  notice 
to  the  consignee;  there  the  liability  of  a.  common  carrier  ceases, 
it  has  been  said,  after  the  arrivafr  of  the  goods  at  their  destina- 
tion, and  notice  thereof  to  the  consignee,  and  the  lapse  of  a 
reasonable  time  in  which  to  receive  and  carry  them  away. 
What  is  a  reasonable  time,  if  there  are  conflicting  facts,  is  a 

» Lewis  V.  The  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  First  Div.  of  St.  Paul  &  Pac.  R.  R. 

11  Met.  509.  Co.,  19  Minn.  251;  Baltimore  &  Ohio 

3  Derosia  v.  The  Winona  &  St.  P.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Morehead,  5  West  Vd. 

R.  R.  Co.,  18  Minn.  133.  293. 

» Irish  V.  The  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  *  Irish  v.  The  Milwaukee  &  St.  PauJ 

Ry.  Co.,   19  Minn.   376;    Pinney  v.  Ry.  Co.,  49  Minn.  376. 
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question  for  tlie  jury;'  but  if  the  facts  are  undisputed,  it  is  then 
a  question  lor  the  court.' 

After  notice  of  their  arrival,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  owner  or 
consignee  to  receive  and  remove  them  in  all  reasonable  hours  at 
once,  and  any  delay  in  that  respect  will  be  counted  part  of  what 
would  be  a  reasonable  time.'  He  can  not  defer  the  receivin:^ 
and  removal  of  the  goods  until  he  attends  to  other  business  or 
interests  of  his  own;  to  allow  this,  would  be  to  prolong  the 
liability  of  the  company,  as  common  carriers  occupying  the  posi- 
tion of  insurers,  for  the  mere  convenience  of  the  consignee,  and 
without  consideration,  and  thus  impose  upon  the  carrier  the 
continued  risk.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  carrier  to  give  notice  of 
the  arrival,  and  of  the  consignee  to  then  act  upon  the  notice,  and 
remove  the  goods  at  once.*  If  he  acts  otherwise,  it  is  at  his  own 
risk.' 

But  if  the  residence  of  tlio  consiirnee  is  unknown  to  the 
carrier,  and  is  not  ascertained  on  reasonable  inquiry,  this  excuses 
the  necessity  of  notice,  if  in  law  one  is  required.*  Consignees 
should  make  known  their  i*esidence  and  means  of  obtaining 
notice  to  the  carrier,  when  tliey  are  expecting  the  arrival  of 
consignments;'  but  whetljer,  when  such  notice  is  given,  or 
the  residence  be  otherwise  known,  it  is  incumbent  on  the 
company  to  give  a  notice  when  the  residence  of  the  con- 
6iii:nee  is  out  of  the  pi cace  whereat  the  goods  arrive — quwref^ 
But  allowing  notice  in  any  case  to  be  necessary,  yet  where  the 
goods  arrive  on  Sunday,  and  are  stored  in  a  WHrehouse,  and 
burned  before  a  reasonable  time,  next  day,  to  serve  notice,  no 
liability  attaches  to  the  company  for  their  loss.' 


*  Hedges  v.  The  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  (4  Sickels),  22:); 
Lerake  v.  The  Chicaj^o.  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  39  Wis.  449,  13 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  406. 

'Hedges  v.  The  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  N.  y.  (4  Sickels),  223,  226; 
Lemker.  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co., 
supra, 

'Hedgres  v.  The  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  22.S,  226. 

*  Hedges  v.  The  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra;  Goodwin  v,  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  50  N.  Y.  (5  Sickels), 


154. 

'  Hedges  v.  The  Hudson  lliver  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra;  Goodwin  v.  The  Bal- 
timore &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  60  N.  Y. 
(5  Sickels),  154. 

•  Pelton  V.  The  Rensselaer  &  Sara- 
toga R.  R.  Co.,  54  N  Y.  (9  Sickels), 
216. 

^  Pelton  V.  The  Rensselaer  &  Sara- 
toga R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

^  Pelton  V.  The  Rensselaer  &  Sara- 
toga R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

^Anchor  Line  v.  Knowles,  66  III. 
150. 
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In  Georgia,  notice  is  required  to  the  consignee,  if  there  resid- 
ing, of  the  arrival  of  the  goods;  and  thereafter,  if  not  taken 
away  in  a  reasonable  time,  they  may  be  warehoused,  which  will 
then  relieve  the  carrier  from  further  res))onsibility  as  carrier, 
and  replace  the  same  with  that  of  warehouseman,  if  stored  in 
the  carrier's  own  warehouse.*  But  if  warehoused  without  giv- 
ing or  attempting  to  give  notice  of  the  arrival,  such  erroneous 
proceeding  will  not  amount  to  a  delivery  by  the  carrier,  and 
the  carrier's  responsibility  will  continue.* 

The  ruling  in  Louisiana  is,  that  the  consignee  of  goods  trans- 
ported by  a  common  carrier  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable  time  and 
opportunity  to  remove  the  goods,  by  the  exercise  of  proper  watch 
fulness,  before  the  responsibility  of  the  carrier  ends;'  and  if 
the  goods  be  warehoused,  it  is  not  a  sufficient  delivery  for  the 
company  to  point  them  out,  and  inform  the  consignee  that 
there  is  his  property,  and  request  him  to  take  it  away.*  The 
cire  of  the  respective  parties  is  mutual,  as  we  understand  it, 
whether  the  goods  be  on  the  platform,  and  this  occur  at  their  ar- 
rival, or  whether  they  be  stored.  In  either  case,  there  is  mutual 
care  until  the  goods  are  removed,  or  a  reasonable  time  and  op- 
portunity is  given  for  such  removal;  but  in  the  latter  case,  the 
c.ire  required  is  merely  that  of  a  warehouseman. 

Whether  it  be  ordinarily  the  duty,  or  not,  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany to  give  notice  of  the  arrival  of  goods  carried  by  it  when 
the  same  arrive  at  their  destined  station,  yet  where  goods  have 
failed  to  arrive  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  after  repeated  in- 
quiries at  the  proper  depot  and  office  for  the  same,  assurances  be 
given  to  the  consignee,  or  person  entitled  to  receive  them,  that 
notice  of  their  arrival  will  be  given  him,  then  it  becomes  oblig- 
atory upon  the  company  to  give  notice  of  their  arrivaL     The 


'  Rome  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sullivan,  Cabot 
&  Co.,  14  Geo.  277. 

2  Home  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sullivan,  Cabot 
&  Co.,  14  Geo.  277.  But  in  a  later 
case  the  rule  is  held  to  be,  that  if  the 
goods  arrive  within  the  usual  time  re- 
quired for  transportation,  no  notice  is 
required  to  terminale  the  liability  as 
coramon  carrier;  but  if  they  arrive 
out  of  timei  and  after  they  have  bueu 


demanded  by  the  consign'?©,  notice  is 
necessary:  Southwestern  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Felder,  46  Ga,  4.'«,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
419. 

•  MaigH'.in  &  Laborde  v.  New  Orleans, 
Jackson  &  Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co., 
24  La.  An.  333. 

*  Maijarnan  &  Laborde  v.  N.  Orleans, 
Jackson  i^  Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co., 
21  La.  An.  333. 
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]>ro!nise  thus  made  by  the  freight  a^ent,  in  the  line  of  his  busi- 
ness, is  binding  on  the  company.^ 

The  company,  or  other  common  carrier,  is  not  bound  to  de- 
liver the  goods  to  any  and  every  one  claiming  authoritj'  to  re- 
ceive the  same;  they  have  a  right  to  reasonably  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  correctness  of  such  claim.  If  there  be  ambigu- 
ity or  uncertainty  in  their  direction,  or  from  other  cause  the 
consignee  be  doubtful,  the  carrier  may  warehouse  and  hold  the 
goods  until  proper  evidence  of  ownership  be  produced.  Mere 
initials,  as  a  direction,  are  insufficient.  The  consignor,  and  not 
tlie  carrier,  must  take  the  responsibility  of  insufficient  direction, 
where  there  is  no  bill  of  lading  showing  the  true  owner  or  con- 
si^rnee.' 

While  it  is  not  every  failure  of  a  common  carrier  to  deliver 
tlie  goods  in  good  order,  as  received,  that  will  subject  him  to 
liability  for  full  value,  and  compel  him  to  answer  as  if  a  pur- 
chaser of  the  goods,  yet  a  shipper  is  not  bound  to  receive  any 
and  every  remnant  of  the  goods,  in  whatever  condition  the  same 
mav  be,  short  of  total  destruction.' 

Tiie  carrier's  responsibility  does  not  end  by  mere  delivery  on 
the  platform  or  dock  at  the  place  of  destination;  there  must  be 
such  actual  delivery  as  tills  the  contract  of  carriers;  or,  if  not 
applied  for  by  the  consignee,  the  goods  must  be  safely  ware- 
housed; then  the  liability  as  carrier  ceases,  and  that  of  ware- 
houseman begins.* 

The  rule  in  Indiana  is,  that  the  presence  of  the  consignee,  and 
payment  of  the  freight  on  goods,  at  the  time  of  their  arrival  on 
the  platform,  is  tantamount  to  a  delivery  thereof  by  the  com- 
]mny,  and  receipt  of  them  by  the  consignee,  so  far  as  to  place 
the  risk  of  their  subsequent  loss  upon  the  consignee,  if  there  be 
no  other  or  further  act  or  understanding  on  the  subject.'  The 
duty  resulting  from  the  position  of  common  carrier  is  to  carry 
the  goods  safely  to  the  place  of  consignment,  and  there  be  ready 
to  deliver  them  to  the  consignee.     If  not  received  by  him,  the 

» Tanner  v.  The  Oil  Creek  R.  R.  Co.,  v.  Wan-en  and  another,  16  111.  502. 
53  Penn.  St.  411.  *  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co. 

2  Finn  v.  The  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  v.  Warren  and  another,  16  111.  502. 
102  Mass.  283.  ^  New  Albany  &  Salem  R.  R,  Co.  v. 

^  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co.  Campbell  and  others,  12  Ind.  55,  59. 
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carrfer  innst  store  them  safely.     Thencefortli  the  carrier  is  but  a 
WHrehouseman,  and  is  liable  only  as  snch.* 

In  the  American  states,  it  is  a  well  settled  general  rule  of  law 
that,  in  the  absence  of  any  special  contract  as  to  freights  going 
over  connecting  lines,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  carrier  to  carry  safely 
to  the  end  of  his  line,  and  there  deliver  to  the  next  carrier  in 
the  route  beyond,  and  so  doing,  the  carrier  is  discharged.* 
The  result  of  the  American  cases,  says  Hunt,  Justice,  in  The 
Railroad  Company  v,  Pratt,  above  cited,  limits  the  carrier's  lia- 
bility to  his  own  line,  when  no  special  contract  is  made  (although 
there  are  cases  which  hold  the  liability  as  continuing  throughout 
the  whole  route),  and  such  is  the  Enorlish  doctrine.*  But  it  is 
equally  well  settled,  in  many  of  the  states,  that  railroad  compa- 
nies may,  by  special  contract  or  nndertaking,  subject  themselves 
to  the  oblii^ations  of  carriers  beyond  their  own  lines.*  The  giv- 
ing of  a  bill  of  lading,  by  one  of  two  or  more  connecting  lines 
of  railroads,  for  the  transportation  of  goods  over  both,  or  over 
parts  of  both,  such  roads,  is  evidence  proper  for  the  jury,  as  tend- 
ing to  show  a  contract  to  carry  to  the  point  designated  in  said 
bill  of  lading  as  that  to  which  the  goods  were  to  be  carried.* 

And  so  jealous  is  the  law  in  guarding  the  rights  of  shippers 
against  contracts  of  carriers  exempting  themselves  from  the  con- 

*  New  Al'  any  &  Salem  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Judge  of  Newaygo  Circuit,  27  Mich. 

Campl>ell  and  others,  12  Ind.  55,  59.  138,  to  same  eifect. 

^Ogdensburg  &  Lake  Champlain  R.  ^Ogdensburg  &  Lake  Champ! ain  R. 
R.  Co.  V.   Pratt,    22  Wall.  12:},  129;  R.  Co.  v.  Pratt,  22  Wall.  123,  129. 
Mich.    Cent.    R.  R.   Co.  v.   Mineral  *  Ogdensburg  A  Lake  Champlain  R. 
Springs    Mfg.    Co.,    16    Wall.    324.  R.  Co.  v.  Pratt,  22  Wall.  123;  Bissell 
And  where   there   is  a  provision  in  v.  Michigan  S.  &  N.  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  22 
the   charter    holding   the    company  N.  Y.  258;    Buffett  v,  Troy  &  Boston 
responsible  for  goods  in  their  posses-  R.  R.  Co.,  40  N.Y.  (1  Hand),  168;  Root 
fiion  "awaiting  delivery,"  this  was  v.  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  45  N.  Y. 
held  applicable  to  goods  held  by  them  524;    Noyes  v.  Rutland  &  Burlington 
for  delivery  to  another  carrier:  Michi-  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Vt.  110;  Morse  v.  Brain- 
pan Central   R.  R.  Co.    v.  Lantz,  32  erd,  41  Vt.  550;    The  Hill  Manf.  Co. 
Mich.  502,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  74.    In  this  v.   Boston  &   Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  104 
case  it  was  attempted  to  amend  the  Mass.  122;  Feital  v.  Middlesex  R.  R. 
declaration,  so  as  to  charge  the  defend-  Co.,  109  Mass.  398. 
ant  as  a  warehouseman,    after   the  *  Railroad  Co.  v.  Pratt,  22  Wall. 
cause  of  action  had  been  barrt^d  by  123.    And  rules  and  regulations  post- 
limitation;  but  it  was  not  allowed:  ed  up  in  the  office  of  the  company  to 
People  ex  rel.  v.  Judge  of  Kalamazoo  the  contrary,  will  not  serve  to  modify 
Circuit,   35  Mich.  227,   15  Am.  Rv.  such  undertaking:  lb. 
Rep.  349.    And  see  People  ex  rel.  v. 
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•'  ."-frifc*  t  f  •/  !r  ovTi  r.- .:'*j'^-.?e.  ^-.d  so  o'- :jatorv  is  the  d"^T 
^f  carri'.-r-r  v*  :  •.-'/-!,  r  .itii'  1*;  vtl.ioies  an  i  a: '.'-Jir.ces  for  the 
ir^Ti-W'r*y,"'  r*  of  :  :  ••  -rtv  rccvlv*-  i  to  be  carrfe-l,  tl^t  the  tno^l- 
'!;:*?  of  ili'/i'-'-^r',  'jf  t:.e  c?.^ra*:t^r  .'f  ekr&  !"um!rLe-i  will  not  ei- 
*r  :•:»*.  t};e  c*. :..:.!'  v  *r  •rn  !*  -.'.!! !tv  tor  loss  •>j«^a.-:oaed  bv  the  in^^nf- 
il-'.'''i*:y  tl.'rr^-o:',  a't!  '•:  _'!i  *:.e  coiitntct  *j{  ilr.y»meul  be  that  there 
i^-.n!!  f^r  ;io  ••;':!!  re-v.ri-i:>!I:tv  t*n  t:.e  part  uf  the  companr.* 

21.  Rigbt  of  carrier  to  a  receipt  w^hen  goods  are  delivered: 
effect  thereof. — I5e!ure  <h:]:\'er\  ol*  t!ie  it'-  -Is,  or  at  !ea^t  simul- 
tnuf.-^j*)^]}'  tii'-n^with,  a  raiir^aJ  f''»"i:.anT  ha«  a  ri:rht  to  a  receipt 
i'-jT  the  '^ %o  !^  wiiidi  it  ha>  ctrriei.'  Sj  ha?  the  owoer  a  rieht  to 
examine  tiie  'jtyt^l^i  before  receiving"  them,  and  execntinga  receipt 
f'/r  tlie  same:'  b-.t  the  exam  in  at  i -in  is  to  be  before,  and  at  the 
j»!acc  of,  delivery,  anie-s  otlierwise  allowed  hy  the  company.* 
The  receipt,  wlien  given,  is  yr'naa  facie  evidence  of  what  it 
c^nitains  or  statf?.  and  of  y)erformance  acconlinirly  on  tlie  part  of 
the  company;  bnt  when  made  before  the  goods  are  examined,  it 
is  not  incaj^able  of  being  explainer],  by  showing  the  actnal  state 
of  tlie  case.*  Tiie  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa,  "Wrigiit,  J.,  say,  in 
Skinner  v.  The  Chicago  <fe  R')ck  If^Iand  Railroad  Company,  in 
reference  to  the  right  of  a  carrier  to  have  such  a  receipt,  **  wecan 
(jertainly  conceive  of  no  more  reasonable  rule,  nor  one  that  would 
tend  more  to  the  necessary  protection  and  convenience  of  a  com- 
pany engaged  in  the  business  of  common  carriers,  than  that 
which  requires  a  receipt  upon  the  delivery  of  a  cargo.  Tliey 
have  transactions  with  hundreds  of  persons,  perhaps  everj'  day, 
lire  constantly  delivering  packages  of  greater  or  less  value,  and 
to  say  that  they  might  not  by  the  action  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, or  that  of  the  officer  having  charge  of  tliat  particular  branch 
ot   the  business,  make  such  a  regulation,  would  take  from  them 

»  Railroa<l  Co.  r.  Pmtt.   22  Wall.  r.  Glover,  63  Ga.  745;  S.  C.  1  Am.  & 

l-2:j.  Eng.  R.  R.  Caa.  277. 

2  Porter  n.  The  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  » Skinner  v,  Chi.  k  Rock  Isld.R.  B. 

Co.,  20  Jowa,  73,  78,  79;   Skinner  v.  Co.,  12  Iowa,  191,  194. 

'Ihe  Chi.  k  Rock  Irtld.  R.  R.  Co..  12  •Porter  p.  The  Chi.  k  N.  W.  Ry. 

Iowa,  191.     And  so  the  last  of  several  Co.,  20  Iowa,  73;  Skinner  p.  Chi.  k  Rock 

cotinocting  carriers  may  require  the  Isld.  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Iowa,  191. 

production  of  the  bill  of  lading,  or  *  Porter  r.   Chi.  k  N.  W.  Ry.  Co., 

cvi(l(!nco  that  its  non-production  will  20  Iowa,  73. 
leave  no  liability  t(pon  them:    Bass 
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a  power  necessary  for  their  own  protection,  and  the  exercise  of 
which  could  not  reasonably  injure  any  one."^ 

Such  a  receipt  is  not  conclusive  in  law.  If  the  pro])erty  be 
removed,  and  an  alleged  loss  be  discovered  thereafter,  then  the 
difficulty  of  bringing  the  loss  home  to  the  company  will  be  pro- 
portionately increased,  if  not  wholly  impracticable;'  yet  each  case 
must  turn  upon  and  be  governed  by  its  own  circumstances,  and 
the  force  and  weight  of  the  receipt  are  in  some  measure  depend- 
ent on  the  facts  in  reference  to  its  execution  and  delivery.  Still, 
we  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  a  recovery  may  not  be  had  where 
the  less  is  discovered  after  the  removal  and  change  of  custody 
of  the  goods,  if  the  proof  be  such  as  to  prevent  mistake  or  impo- 
sition, and  clearly  shows  tliat  the  loss  could  only  liave  occurred 
while  in  course  of  transportation. 

22.  Wharfage — Company  not  bound  to  famish. — Though 
railroad  companies,  as  common  carriers,  when  acting  as  such, 
are  bound  to  accommodate  all  alike,  without  di  scrim  in  atio*n,  yet 
it  does  not  certainly  result  therefrom  that  such  companies,  own- 
ins:  a  wharf  at  the  terminus  of  their  roads,  are  bound  to  extend 
the  use  thereof  to  all  those  alike  whose  property  is  transported 
over  their  road.  More  especially  is  such  the  case  where  the  ac- 
commodations afforded  by  such  wharf  are  insufficient  for  all.  In 
such  cases  some  must  necessarily  be  excluded,  as  tlie  companies 
are  not  bound  in  law  to  furnish  the  same  for  anv  of  them;  and 
therefore  the  company,  in  each  particular  case,  will  be  left  to 
elect,  in  such  and  like  cases,  which  of  its  customers  will  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  benefit.'  When  such  election  is  made  by  the  com- 
pany in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion,  whether  exercised  wisely 
or  unwisely,  a  court  of  justice  will  not  interfere  to  decide:  for  to 
do  80,  we  may  well  add,  would  involve  the  necessity  of  enforcing 
action  in  accordance  with  its  decision,  and  the  enforcement  of 
jurisdiction  to  that  extent  involves  the  actual  administration  of 
the  company's  affairs,  or,  at  the  least,  the  direction  thereof,  from 

» Skinner  ©.  The  Chicasro  &  Rock  R.  Co..  63  Penn.  St.  370;  S.  C.  8  Am* 

Island  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Iowa,  191, 194;  R.  195.    The  court  will  not  interfere 

Merrihew  u.  Milwaukee  &  Miss.  R.  R.  with  such  election,  as  to  do  so  would 

Co.,  5  Am.  Law  Reg*.  3(>4.  substitute  the  chancellor  ii^s  manager 

'  Porter  v,   Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  of  the  road  to  that  extent,  instead  of 

20  Iowa,  7i3.  79.  tt/^  directory  thereof  and  proper  offi- 

*  Audenried  v.  Phila.  &  Reading  R.  cers:    lb. 
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tin:e  to  time,  in  tliat  respect*  T!ie  Supreme  Conrt  of  Pennsyl- 
vania say,  in  the  case  here  cited:  To  do  so  "  wonld  be  in  effect 
to  deprive  the  directors  of  corporations  of  their  management, 
and  to  substitute  the  chancellor  as  supreme  director  or  manager."  * 

23.  Direction,  and  Iobs  by  misdirection  of  the  goods. — It  is 
clearly  a  duty  of  the  consignor  or  shipper  of  goods  to  give  the 
carrier  open  and  definitely  correct  directions  as  to  the  name  of  the 
consignee  and  the  place  of  consignment;  and  while  a  loss  result- 
ing from  negligence  in  this  behalf  will  rightfully  fall  upon  the 
consignee,*  yet  if  the  goods  be  properly  marked  in  this  re- 
spect, when  received  by  the  company  for  transportation,  and  be 
so  misdirected  bv  its  servant  or  asrent,  in  the  bill  of  lading:  sent 
with  them,  as  to  cause  a  loss,  then  the  company  will  be  liable  for 
the  same.* 

24.  Obligation  of  railroad  companies  as  ^nrarehonsemen. — 
The  obligation  of  railroad  companies  as  warehousemen,  in  re- 
lation to  ]>roperty  held  b}'  them  as  such,  after  their  relation 
as  carriers  ceases  to  exist,  is  not  other  or  different  from  that  of 
warehonsemen  ordinarily.  It  is  well  settled  that  they  are 
responsible  for  due  care  in  storing  the  goods  in  a  plnoe  of  reason- 
able safety,  and  can  be  charged  only  upon  proof  of  their  own 
negligence  or  wrong  act,  or  that  of  their  servants  in  the  course 
of  their  employment  as  servants.*  And  where  the  daily  aver- 
age of  goods  stored  in  a  railroad  warehouse  is  inconsiderable, 


*  Audenried  v.  Phila.  &  Reading  R. 
R.  Co.,  68  Penn.  St.  370. 

2  68  Penn.  St.  380. 

'Congar  r.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  24  Wis.  157,  1  Am.  R.  164;  Lake 
Shore  &  Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Hodapp,  83  Penn.  St.  22,  16  .Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  167. 

*  Meyer  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  24  Wis.  566:  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  207; 
JeffersonviUe  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Cotton,  29 
Ind.  498.  But  whore  such  nii.«?diier- 
tion  by  an  agent  of  the  company  is  in 
consequence  of  directions  of  the  con- 
signor, and  delay  is  occasioned  there- 
by, during  which  the  goods  are  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  the  company  is  not 
liable:    Erie  Ky.  Co.  r.  Wilcox,  84  III. 


239,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  457. 

'  Aldrich  r.  Boston  &  Worcester  R. 
R.  Co.,  100  Mass.  31;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R. 
76;  Porter  P.  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  20 
Iowa,  73;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Alex- 
ander tmd  others,  20  111.  23;  Whitney  r 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Ry.  Co.,  27 
Wis.  327,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  291; 
Pike  V.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.,  40  Wis.  583,  13  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  447.  Where  the  complaint 
contains  counts  charging  liability 
both  as  common  carriers  and  as  ware- 
housemen, the  plaintiff  will  not  be 
compelled  to  elect  on  which  to  recover, 
befoi*e  the  evidence  is  all  in  at  least: 
Whitney  ».  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co., 
supra. 
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ordinary  care  will  not  require  the  company  to  keep  a  night 
watch  therein.* 

They  are  not  insurers  as^ainst  loss  occasioned  by  accidental 
fire,  or  fires  not  traceable  to  their  own  or  their  servants'  acts  or 
negligence;'  and  if  that  of  the  servant,  it  must  be  for  acts  done 
or  omitted,  or  negligence  occurring,  within  the  scope  of  his 
duties  and  employment.*  As  to  wheller  the  acts  or  omissions 
are  within  the  scope  of  the  servants'  employment,  this  depends 
upon  their  liability  or  not  to  their  principal  for  such  acts  or 
omissions.  Thus,  where  goods  in  the  warehouse  of  a  railroad 
company  arc  burned  with  the  burning  of  the  house,  the  fact  that 
clerks,  brakesmen,  baggjij;..- masters,  superintendents  of  tracks, 
and  a  day  clerk  of  the  burning  house  (but  who  did  not  at  night 
have  a  key),  or  clerk  for  checking  freight,  as  received  or  delivered, 
and  also  to  help  to  deliver  freights,  were  present,  or  made  their 
appearance  at  the  lire,  but  made  no  effort  to  save  ithe  burning 
goods,  or  that  by  their  efforts  the  goods  might  have  been  saved, 
the  principal  superintendent  or  general  agent  in  charge  of  the 
warehouse  not  being  himself  present,  nor  in  fault  for  his 
absence,  by  reason  of  none  of  these  circumstances  does  liability 
occur  on  the  part  of  the  company  for  the  loss  of  the  goods. 
None  of  these  persons  thus  recognized  as  present  would  be 
liable  to  suit  for  not  volunteering  to  extinguish  the  fire  or  to 
save  the  goods,  and  therefore,  the  company  itself  is  not  liable 
for  their  conduct  They  would,  in  such  case,  have  the  same  lib- 
erty of  other^persons  at  fires,  and  might  assist  or  not,  at  pleas- 
ure, and  also  elect  whom,  or  in  behalf  of  whose  interests,  they 
would  assist/ 

Caton,  C.  J.,  in  the  case  cited  from  20th  Illinois,  The  Illinois 


»Piket'.  C,  M.  &St.  P.  Ry.  Co., 
supra;  Kronsha^e  v.  Same,  40  Wis. 
587,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  452. 

*  Francis  v.  Dubuque  &  Sioux  City 
R.  R.  Co.,  25  Iowa,  60;  Alilrich  r. 
Boston  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  100 
Mass.  31;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  76;  Fenner  v. 
Buifalo  &  State  Lihe  R.  R.  Co.,  44  N. 
Y.  505;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  709.  Whore 
the  action  is  for  loss  by  fire,  evid«»nce 
showing  the  liability  of  the  ware- 
house to  take  fire  is  proper;  also  evi- 
82 


dence  of  negligence  in  not  storing 
goods  safely  and  properly:  Whitney 
r.  C  A  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  supra, 

'  Aldrich  v.  The  Boston  &  Worces- 
ter R.  R.  Co..  100  Mass.  31;  S.  C.  1 
Am.  R.  76;  Francis  r.  Dubuque  & 
Sioux  City  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Iowa,  60; 
Fenner  V.  The  Bufl'alo  &  State  Line  R. 
R.  Co.,  44  N.  y.  505;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R. 
709. 

*  Aldrich  v.  Boston  &  Worcester  R. 
R.  Co.,  100  Mass.  31. 
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Central  Railroad  Company  v.  Alexander  and  others,  says:  T1)C 
law  is  now  too  well  settled  to  bear  discnssion,  that  a  railroad 
company  may  assume  the  double  cliaracter  of  carriers  and  ware- 
housemen; that  their  duty  as  carriers  is  ended  when  they  have 
placed  the  goods  in  a  safe  depot  of  their  own,  or  any  otlier  ware- 
house; that  their  depot  is  their  warehouse,  and  that  for  ware- 
house services  they  may  charge  a  reasonable  compensation,  as 
may  other  warehousemen;  that  after  their  relation  to  the  goods 
as  common  carriers  ceases  by  the  goods  being  stored,  they  aie 
then  to  be  considered  and  treated  in  law,  in  relation  thereto,  the 
same  as  other  warehousemen  would  be  in  case  the  goods  had 
been  deposited  in  another  warehouse;  and  that  a  lien  in  either 
case  accrues  for  the  warehouse  charges,  for  which  they  may  be 
retained  until  paid.* 

25.  Liability  over,  to  an  underwriter. — It  is  a  settled  princi- 
ple of  the  law  that,  as  between  a  common  carrier  of  goods  and 
an  underwriter  upon  them,  the  liability  to  the  owner  for  loss  or 
injury  is  primarily  upon  the  carrier,  and  that  the  liability  of  the 
insurer  is  only  secondary;*  and  though  the  contract  of  the  car- 
rier may  not  be  first  in  the  order  of  time,  it  is  nevertheless  the 
first,  and  principal,  as  to  ultimate  liability.'  The  insurer's  posi- 
tion relatively  toward  that  of  the  carrier,  is  the  same  as  that  of 
a  surety  to  liis  princi))al.*  Therefore,  when  the  insurer  has  paid 
the  owner  of  the  goods  for  the  loss,  he  is  then  entitled  to  stand 
in  the  place  which  the  satisfied  owner  stood  in  before  his  claim 
was  satisfied,  and  may  successfully  resort  to  all  the  legal  moans 
of  enforcing  tlie  claim  for  his  own  benefit,  against  the  carrier, 
that  the  owner  himself  miirht  have  availed  himself  of.*  It 
follows  from  this  principle  that  the   insurer,  when  he  has  paid 

»20  111.  29.    The  carrier  will  not  be  »Hall  &  Long  v.  Railroad  Co.,  13 

liable,  as  for  a  conversion,  by  aninad-  Wall.  -^7. 

vertant  statement  of  his  servant  that  *  Hall  &  Long  v.  Railroad  Co.,  13 

the  freight  had  not  arrived:  Louisville  Wall.  ^67. 

&  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Campbell,  7  ^Hall  &  Long  r.  Railroad  Co.,  13 

H(jisk.  253,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rpp.  490.  Wall.   367;  Swarthout  r.  Chicago  & 

'*Hall  &  Long  v.  Nnshvillo  &  Chat-  Northwestern  Ry.  Co..  49  Wis.  625;  6 

tanooga  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Wall.  367;  Hart  N.  W.  Repr.  314,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 

and  another  v.  The  Western  R.  R.  153. 
Co.,  13  Met.  99. 
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the  loss,  may  proceed,  in  the  name  of  the  owner,  in  an  action 
Hirainst  the  carrier  whose  failure  caused  the  loss.' 

The  suit,  in  such  cases,  in  behalf  of,  or  for  the  benefit  of,  tlie 
insurer,  is  to  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  owner  or  shipper 
of  the  goods,  and  not  in  tliat  of  the  insurer.'  For  this  purpose, 
the  insurer  has  a  right  to  use  such  name,  and  it  is  not  in  the 
))Ower  of  the  owner,  wlio  suffered  the  loss  and  has  been  paid  by 
the  insurer,  to  prevent  such  a  proceeding;  nor  can  he  release 
ihe  action,  when  so  brought  in  his  name  for  the  insurer's  use.' 

26.  Liability  to  a  bailee  or  special  owner  consigning  goods. — 
Though  the  person  delivering  or  consigning  goods  to  a  carrier  to 
be  carried  l>e  but  a  bailee  thereof,  or  has  only  a  special  owner- 
ship therein,  yet  he  may  recover  for  loss  or  injury  of  the  goods; 
and  the  carrier,  in  such  case,  can  not  go  behind  the  possession 
and  special  ownership  of  the  plaintiff,  to  defeat  an  action  for 
damages  for  injury  to  or  loss  of  the  goods.* 

27.  Railroad  companies  not  common  carriers  of  live  stock 
ox  of  express  matter  at  common  law. — Railroad  companies  are 
not,  unless  they  assume,  by  custom  or  contract,  so  to  become,  com- 
mon carriers,  within  the  ordinary  meaning  and  legal  obligations 
of  that  term,  in  reference  to  the  receipt  and  carriage  of  live 
stock,  or  living  animals  of  any  description  whatever.'  They 
ma}',  therefore,  legally  decline  to  carry  such  property,  unless 
upon   terms,  as  to  the  manner  of  carriage  and    rates  of  com- 


>Hall  &  Lo-ig ».  Railroad  Co.,  13 
Wall.  867;  Swarthout  i;.  C.  &.  N.  W. 
Ry.  Co.,  supra.  And  this,  too,  with- 
out an  assignment:  Swarthout  v.  C  & 
N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  And  where  the  as- 
signment is  made  to  several  companies, 
Uiey  may  maintain  the  action  jointly. 
Ibid. 

'Hart  ©.Western  R.  R.  Co..  13  Met. 
91;  Hnli  &  Long  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Wall. 
367,  371,  372. 

» Hart  r. Western  R.  R.  Co. ,  13 IM. 
90;  Hall  &  Longr.  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Wall. 
367,  371,  372. 

*Moran  v.  Portland  Steam  Packet 
Co.,  35  Maine,  55;  Smith  r.  Jam'\s,  7 
Cow.  328;  Everett  v,  SaUus.  15  Wend. 


474. 

*The  Michigan  Southern  &  N.  In- 
diana R.  R.  Co.  p.  McOoiiough,  21 
Mich.  165;  S.  C.4  Am.  R.  406;  Lake 
Shore  &  Mich.  So.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Per- 
kins, 25  Mich.  329;  Smith  v.  New  Ha- 
ven &  Northampton  R.  R.  Co..  12 
Allen,  531;  Fanners' ond  Mechanics' 
Bank  v.  Champlain  Transportation 
Co.,  23  Vt.  186,  200;  Louieville,  Cin. 
&  Lex.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hedger,  9  Bush, 
64.');  Rixfordt;.  Smith,  52  N.  H.  35-,; 
Clarke  v.  The  Rochester  &  Syracu.^e 
R.  R.  Co.,  14  N.  y.  673;  Penn  r. 
Buffalo  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y. 
204;  Conger  v.  Hudson  River  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Duer,  375. 
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jie;i^'i*.*on,  ajrreed  to  bj  tKerns-e'.ves,  or  el«e  as  ir.  I!?ated  bj  rre- 
vioij«  cai^turn,  in  case  tLere  Jje  d«j  special  a^reeraer  L* 

h'jch  companies  not  ly;:n^  oo'nmon  carriers  of  liring:  aPTm  ■•*, 
irithln  the  common  law  mearsincf  r»f  t".  at  term,  it  fo.Iows  tl.si 
fetatatea  re^u'.atin^  the  c^r.^liict  •»:*  r%!'.r«Md  '^  :.:.;;x-Ie*  as  to  their 
order  or  manner  of  carnage,  as  a!^o  gti-.tntes  preve:,tinff  the  iim- 
xixu'z  of  comnion  law  liahilitv  hr  ci.ntracts  of  fttTre'irhtment,  •!•• 
fi«4  apply  to  the  carriacre,  or  to  co?;tracrs  fur  carr>.ge,  of  !:v.» 
hU)('\i  or  livinj^  animals  uj»on  ?nch  roails:  fur  if  fucIi  companies 
ha%'e  not  ber-ome  common  carriers  of  snch  property,  then  there 
ih  no  common  law  liahilitr  in  referei.oe  thereto  uhicb  mar  l»e 
tLe  fciiSj'-ct  of  fench  contracts,  or  necef?:ta'e  the  makinr^  thereof, 
2irKi  yiW'M  statute^  can  have  no  application  to  the  c.irristge  of  tliat 
fc pec: erf  of  prop^.Tty.' 

It  folluwa  fr«>m  thc«e  principles,  that  in  case  of  litip:ati*.n 
^rowin;r  out  of  allc;^ed  loss  or  damage  in  the  carria^  of  lire 
f^tock,  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  plaintiff,  claim ini^  such 
daiii.i;;e»,  to  fehow  that  tlie  comy>any  actnally  contracted  to  carry 
the  property  in  question  as  such,  or  else  held  itself  out  to  the 
public  as  common  carriers  of  this  kind  of  pr()]).rty;  and  tie 
company,  as  defendant  in  such  actions,  will  not  be  lx)und  to 
show  any  facts  going  to  qualify  their  liability  as  common  carri- 
ers, until  it  shftll  have  first  been  shown,  or  proof  be  first  given 
tending  to  siiovv,  that  it  had  in  some  manner  become  such,  in 
reference  to  such  proi>erty.' 

A  railroad  com;)any  may  lawfully  hire  the  use  of  its  cars  to  per- 
sons for  the  transportation  of  live  stock  and  other  property,  ar.d 
agree  to  haul  or  transport  tlie  same.  When  so  hired,  the  duty 
or  obligation  of  the  company  is  nieasnred  by  their  contract  to 
transport  the  cars,  but  does  not  extend  to  the  manner  of  loading 
the  same,  and  the  personal  care  of  that  wherewith  they  are\ 
loaded,  unless  so  agreed/  The  hirers  have  full  control  of  that 
matter,  and  are  alone  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  their 
conduct  in  tliat  respect,  as  also  for  losses  caused  by  inherent  de- 
fects, or  qualities  of  decay  in  the  property — such,  for  instance,  as 

*  The  Michigan  Southern  &  N.  In-  •  Michijran  Southern  &  N.  Indiana 

diana   R.  R.  Co.  v.   McDonough,  21  R.  R.  Co.  r.  McDonongh,  21  Mich. 

M  ch.  105.  165;    S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  466. 

'  Michigan  Southern  A  N.  Tnd.  R.  •Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Dunbar 

R.  Co.  V.  McDonough,  21  ilicli.  165.  and  another,  20  111.  623. 
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for  loss  of  weight  by  falling  off  of  the  live  stock.*  The  same 
principle  would,  b}'  a  parity  of  reason in;^,  apply  to  loss  in  weight 
of  grain  by  shrinkage  in  weight,  if  the  cars  used  are  secure  and 
ticrlit. 

Tiie  customary  manner  of  carrying  such  property,  by  only 
furnishing  the  proper  cars  and  motive  power,  and  being  respon- 
sible only  for  the  sufficiency  of  appliances  used,  and  the  proper 
mode  of  making  up  and  running  tlie  train,  and  the  drover,  witli 
sufficient  and  experienced  force,  going  along  upon  the  same  train 
free  of  charge,  and  having  the  management  and  entire  control 
of  the  cattle,  and  the  care  and  responsibility  of  watering  and 
feeding  the  same— then  the  company's  liability  will  extend  no 
further  than  the  obligations  above  referred  to,  of  furnishing  suf- 
ficient and  proper  cars  and  motive  power,  and  to  the  proper 
mode  of  managing,  making  up  and  running  of  such  train;*  but 
will  of  course  be  liable  for  gross  negligence  or  wrong  acts  in 
reference  to  conducting  such  trains. 

If  a  company  has  only  held  itself  out  and  professed  to  carry 
cattle,  or  other  live  sto^k,  on  the  terms  that  the  property  in 
course  of  transit  should  all  the  time  be  under  the  control,  cjire 
and  management  of  the  owner,  and  not  under  the  Ciire  of  the 
company,  the  latter  merely  furnishing  proper  cars  and  motive 
power,  and  being  re.-^ponsible  only  for  the  proper  making  up  and 
running  of  trains,  it  will  not,  by  reason  thereof,  be  deemed  in 
law  a  common  carrier;  but  the  company  will  nevertheless  be 
under  the  same  obligations,  in  reference  to  all  things  not  per- 
taining to  the  care,  risk  and  management  of  the  stock,  or  to  its 
reception  and  delivery,  as  it  is  under  as  common  carrier  of  other 
})roperty  generally.* 

The  reason  of  the  transportation  of  live  stock  not  coming 
wilhin  the  general  duties  and  liabi lines  of  a  common  carrier,  is 
not  only  the  increased  trouble  and  care,  but  that  such  ])roperty 
is  less   manageable  than  inanimate  things,  and   therefore  more 

'  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dunbar  pany  that  the  cars  and  appliances  are 

and  another,  20  III.  623.  of  suitable  quality:  East Tenu.  &  Geo. 

*  The  Michigran  Southern  &  N.  In-  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Whittle,  supra. 

diana  R.  R.  Co.   v.  McDonougrh,  21  *The  Michigran  Southern  &  N.  In- 

>i}ch.  165;  EastTenn.&Geo.  H.  R.Co.  diana  R.  R.  Co.   v.   McDonough,  21 

r.  Whittle,  27  Geo.  5:35.     But  there  is  Mich.  165. 
an  implied   undertaking  by  the  com- 
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liable  toinj'Jrv;  ai'.<l  alao  tLat  when  the  oo:nroon  law  llabilitr  of 
«:ari'ier3  was  CxeJ,  feuch  prujierty  was  not  C5<J  to  be  crans]iOrteJ 
:>y  carrieris  au'l  tueretore  iLe  rea^jn  of  the  law  not  having  then 
•;\ listed,  aiitj  not  being  iii»w  a^plicable^  the  law  itself*  as  to  th.s 
particular  vi .million,  can  i.ot  W  considered  as  applicable  to  a  new 
and  more  ri&ky  and  tiouble^onie  businesa  than  at  tliat  time  ap 
j^rtai.  vd  to  the  vocation  of  cuniinon  carrier.* 

Jnetice  CuKi^TiANCT,  in  the  case  cited  from  21st  Michigan, 
lavd  down  the  rule  of  exemption,  and  the  reason  thereof,  so 
ju-tlj  and  forcibly,  that  we  here  insert  that  portion  of  bis  learned 
opinioit,  in  his  own  language:  **  Tiie  trans|K>rtation  of  cattle 
and  live  stock  by  common  carriers  by  land  wab  nnknown  to  the 
common  law,  when  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  common 
carriers  were  fixed,  makini;  them  insurers  a^inst  ail  losses  and 
injuries  not  arising  Irom  the  act  of  God  or  of  the  public  ene- 
mies. These  responsibilities  and  duties  were  fixed  with  reference 
to  kinds  ot  property  involving,  in  their  trans]>ortation,  much 
fewer  risks,  and  of  quite  a  different  kind,  from  those  which  are 
incident  to  the  trans|)ortation  of  live  stock  by  niilroad.  Ani- 
mala  have  wants  of  tlieir  own  to  be  supplied;  and  this  is  a  mode 
of  conveyance  at  which,  from  their  nature  and  habits,  roost  ani- 
mals instinctively  revolt;  and  cattle  esj)ccially,  crowded  in  a 
dense  inass,  frightened  by  the  noise  of  the  engine,  the  rattling, 
jolting,  and  frequent  concussions  of  the  cars,  in  their  frenzy  in- 
jure each  other  by  trampling,  pliftiginiTi  goring,  or  throwing 
down;  and  frequently,  on  long  routes,  their  strength  exhausted 
by  hunger  and  thirst,  fatigue  and  fright,  the  weak  easily  fall  and 
are  tram)>led  upon,  and  unless  helped  up,  must  soon  die.  llogs 
albO  swelter  and  perish."  *  *  *  It  is  a  mode  of  tran9})orta- 
tion  whicii,  but  for  its  necessity,  would  be  gross  cruelty  and  in- 
dictable as  such.  The  risk  may  be  greatly  lessened  by  care 
and  vigilance,  by  feeding  and  watering  at  proper  intervals,  by 
getting  up  those  that  are  down,  and  otherwise.  But  this  imposes 
a  degree  of  care  and  an  amount  of  labor  so  different  from  what  is 
required  in  reference  to  other  kinds  of  property,  that  I  do  not 

'  Michigan  Southern  &  N   Indiana  14  N.  Y.  573. 

H.  R.  Co.   V.  McDonouffh,   21   Mich.  "The  Michigan  Southern  &  N.  fn- 

101;  S.  C.  4  Am.  R.  466;    Chirke  r.  diana   R.  R.  Co.   v,   McDonough,  21 

The  Rochester  &  Syracuse  R.  R.  Co.,  Mich.  189. 
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think  this  kind  of  propert}'  falls  within  the  reasons  upon  which 
the  cuifiHion  law  liabilities  of  common  carriers  was  fixed." 

Were  it  within  the  scope  of  our  purpose  in  this  treatise  to  ad- 
vert back  to  the  English  rulings  on  this  subject,  they  would  be 
found  to  accord  with  those  of  the  American  courts  above  cited.* 
In  fact,  these  very  cases  seemed  to  have  been  decided,  for  the 
most  part,  upon  the  authority  of  the  Eiiglish  ones,  so  far  as  legal 
authorities  and  precedents,  apart  from  the  reason  of  the  rule  an- 
nounced, were  considered. 

We  think  it  may  be  safely  said  here,  that  railroad  companies 
not  being  common  carriers  of  live  stock  at  common  law,  then  no 
statutory  enactment,  unless  allowed  by  the  charter  grant,  declar- 
ing them  common  carriers  of  such  property,  or  prolii biting  them 
from  carrying  impliedly  on  other  principles  of  liability  than 
those  of  the  common  law,  or  preventing  special  contractsto  thus 
carry  such  property  upon  limited  terms  of  liability,  would  be  of 
an}'  validity,  in  view  of  that  constitutional  provision  prohibiting 
laws  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  which  is  construed  to 
apply  as  well  to  the  prohibition  of  making,  as  to  the  impairing 
of  those  already  made. 

A  contrary  ruling,  as  to  the  liability  of  railroad  companies  as 
carriers  of  live  stock,  is  to  be  found  in  some  of  the  states,  in 
which  it  is  maintained  that  railroad  con)panies  are  common  car- 
riers in  relation  to  live  stock,  as  ordinarily  transported  by 
them,  to  the  same  extent  as  they  are  in  the  transportation  of 
ordinary  merchandise  and  other  inanimate  property.'  We 
make  no  doubt  that  the}'  may  become  sucli  by  holding  them- 
selves out  for  the  reception,  care  andv  transportation  thereof, 
as  of  other  property,  and  receiving  full  charge  of  the  same  dur- 


*  See  Palmer  v.  Grand  Junction  R. 
W.  Co.,  4  M.  &  \V.  749;  Can-  v.  Lan- 
cashire &  Yorkshire  Ry.  Co.,  7  Exch. 
707;  McManus  v.  Same,  2  Hurl.  &  N. 
693;  Parilin^ton  v.  South  Wales  R. 
W.  Co.,  1  Id.  396;  Harrison  v.  London, 
Brighton  &  S.  C.  Ry.  Co.,  2  B-.^st  & 
Smith,  122;  Blower  v.  Great  Western 
Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  7  C.  P.  655;  Ken- 
dall V.  London  &  Southwestern  Ry. 
Co.,  Law  Rep.  7  Exch.  373. 

'  Kansas  Pacific  R.  W.  Co.  r.  Rey- 
nolds and  others,  8  Kansas,  623;  Kan- 


sas Pacific  R,  W.  Co.  v.  Nichols  and 
others,  9  Kansas,  235;  Atchison  & 
Nob.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Washburn,  5  Brown 
(Neb.),  117,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  139; 
Kimball  v.  Rutland  ^  Burlington  R. 
R.  Co.,  26  Vt.  247;  Wilson  i;.  Hamil- 
ton, 4  Ohio  St.  722;  Welsh  v,  Pitts- 
burg, Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago  R.  R. 
Co.,  10  Id.  65;  South  &  North  Ala.  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Henlein,  52  Ala.  (N.  S.),  606; 
Smith  V.  New  Haven  &  Northampton 
R.  R.  Co.,  12  Allen,  531;  Evans  p. 
Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  Ill  Mass.  142. 
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iiig  transit;  but  unless  they  do  so,  onr  opinion  is  with  the  nilinoj 
in  the  cases  cited  from  Slst  Michigan,  12  Allen,  and  others  of 
that  class.  We  think  they  are  carriers  rather  of  the  cars,  and 
that  the  care  of  the  live  stock  devolves,  during  transit,  on  the 
owners  thereof,  and  that  they  themselves  continue  in  the  imme- 
diate possession  thereof;  that  tiie  company  furnisli  the  road 
and  the  motive  power,  and  are  under  obligation  in  that  respect 
to  have  the  same,  and  other  appliances  of  transportation,  road- 
wortliy  and  sale,  and  are  bound  to  transport  tlie  curs  in  safety,  in 
which  respect  their  obligation,  in  case  there  be  no  contract  to 
the  contrary,  is  as  that  of  a  common  carrier;  bnt  that  such  olv 
ligation  does  not  extend  to  injuries  or  lo.^s  sustained  in  reference 
to  the  keeping,  care  or  management  of  the  live  stock  within  the 
cars,  or  in  relerence  to  the  feeding,  caring  for  or  watering  the 
same,  or  of  injuries  inflicted  by  the  animals  on  each  other; 
these  are  matters  for  the  owner's  regard  and  supervision,  which 
in  the  nature  of  things  are  not  within  the  business  of  railroad 
companies,  or  within  the  duties  of  railroad  operatives. 

Although  railroad  cojnpanies  are  held  to  be  common  car- 
riers in  Kansas,  when  engaged  in  the  carrying  of  livestock,  yet  it 
is  also  there  held  that  they  may,  by  special  contract,  limit  their 
liability  in  respect  thereto,  except  as  against  the  result  of  their 
own  negligence  or  the  negligence  of  their  employes;*  and  in 
cases  of  litigation  turning  on,  or  involving  the  qnestion  of,  neg- 
ligence, and  growing  out  of  such  contracts  limiting  liability  in 
the  carriage  of  live  stock,  the  o?iti8  pi'ohfudi  is  on  the  plaintiff, 
in  a  suit  against  a  company,  to  establish  such  negligence  by 
competent  proof;  it  will  not  be  presumed.* 

Under  a  contract  for  the  trans])ortation  of  live  stock,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  company  to  transport  according  to  the  usual  course  of 
business,  without  any  discrimination  against  that  particular  spe- 
cies of  freight  as  to  the  order  of  transportation,  but  that  it  is  to 
be  forwarded  in  the  order  in  which  it  is  received,  although  the 

*  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.   Co.    v.    Rey-  lips  &  Colby  Const.  Co.,  44  Wis.  405, 

nolda  and  others,  8  Kana.   62^^,  641;  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  312. 

Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  r.  Nichols  and  ^Kanp.  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  r.   Reynolds, 

othei-s,  9  Kansas,  2\^\  Illinois  Cent.  *t/y>rrt ; Kansas  Pac.  Ry.  Co. r.  Nichols, 

R.    R.    Co.    t'.   Adams,   42   111.    474;  aupra;   Clark   v.    St.    houia,    Kanstis 

McOani^*!  v.  Chicajro  &  Northwestern  City  <Sr  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  64  Mo.  440, 

Ky.  Co.,  24  la.  412;  Morrison  v.  Phil-  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  284. 
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transportation  be  under  a  special  contract,  placing  "all  risk  of  loss, 
^"jwy,  damage  and  other  contingencies  in  loading,  unloading, 
conveyance  and  otherwise,"  upon  the  owner  of  the  animals;  and 
that  the  company  "do  not  undertake  to  forward  the  animals  b}' 
any  particular  train,  or  at  any  specified  hour,"  and  are  not  "  re- 
sponsible for  the  delivery  of  the  animals,  within  any  certain 
time,  or  for  any  particular  market";  and  "are  not  responsible 
for  any  negligence,  default,  misconduct,  or  otherwise,  on  the 
part  of  the  company  or  their  servants,  or  of  any  other  person 
whomsoever  causing  or  tending  to  cause,  the  death,"  etc.  By 
V  such  contract,  the  carrier  is  bound  to  transport  in  the  usual  way 
and  tinie;  and  leaving  the  cattle  on  a  side  track,  exposed  to  in- 
jury, for  three  days,  where  they  could  neither  be  unloaded,  fed 
nor  watered,  without  any  excuHC,  so  that  many  of  them  die, 
amounts  to  an  entire  abandonment  of  the  contract  of  transpor- 
tation, and  the  company  are  liable  for  the  loss.* 

Though  a  railroad  company  contract  to  carry  live  stock  by  the 
car  load,  under  a  contract  by  which  the  owner  may  place  in  the 
car  as  many  cattle  as  he  can,  yet  the  conipany  is  a  common  car- 
r  or  in  that  res})ect,  so  fiir  ms  regards  the  character  and  sufficiency 
of  the  car.'  And  thuugli  the  owner  pass  free,  as  having  charge 
of  the  cattle,  yet  he  has  no  power  over  the  train,  or  the  manage- 
ment thereof.  Tlie  company  are  bound  to  furnish  a  suitable  and 
safe  .car,  and  in  default  thereof  are  liable  for  loss  of  the  owner 
incurred  by  reason  of  such  default;'  nor  does  the  presence  of 
the  owner  alter  the  rule  of  law  in  this  respect.* 

But  the  carrier  of  live  stock  it?  not  liable  for  injuries  or  dam- 
age thereto  growing  out  of  the  animals'  own  vital' ty,  or  for  in- 
juries by  refusing  food,  or  from  fright,  or  by  reason  of  the 
peculiar  propensity  or  habits  of  the  animals  to  themselves  or 
toward  each  other.*  And  althoui^h  the  carrier  insures  the  ar- 
rival of  the  property  at  the  place  (»f  destinatioir,  against  every- 
thing but  the  act  of  God  and  of  the  public  enemy,  yet  the  con- 

^  Kc»eney  and  another  r.  The  Gnind  *  Peters  v.  N.  Orleans,   Jackson  k 

Trunk  R.  R.  Co.  of  Canada,  47  N.  Y.  Gnat  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  La.  An.  222. 

(2  SickeU),  525.  ^  Smith  r.  New  Haven  &  Noi-tbamp- 

^  Pot»Ts  r.   N.  Orleans,  Jackson   &  ton   R.  R.  Co.,  12  Allen,  53) ;  Evans 

Gnat  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  La.  An.  222.  v.   Fitchburg  R.    R.  Co.,  Ill   Mas.«*. 

'^  Peters  «.  N.  Orleans,   Jackson  &  142;  South  &  North  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 

Great  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  La.  An.  222.  Henlem,  52  Ala.,  (N .  S.),  606. 
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•      »  «  «  '   1     •       «••  «.»  •» 

'^         '/*■        ^     IT*      ''*      '*•'>.         •■rf*   W  •-•"     "  •    A^*^  T^-^  •     ^'^^  •*-  —  i*  T~  f  <~f     ■  t  —    r* 

-  •   ^  »•    .•«  »..  **r»^*.   ...r;    •'.    0,.-     ...L.    -  »*^  ii^^   •-*.    ..  &  w  ..  -...T  -s  .'  fc*- 

•  •  • 

•  ^.  e  to  <^arr'r:.--  ^.f  live  -r  •  '<.  O-.  :•  :§  s-:'  -^:  tl-re  is  a 
^  /'.f.!ct  of  »•;•:.  .r>.r.  ^r.  i  t'..*r  irl'.cii'rrs  «.■  we'.l  5e:tl*:*i  in  re::arl 
♦'•  t:.e  c^.rr'i::*:  '-f  orlir.arr  :•  A:.>!.a'e  ir-  :*rrtT  are  n  't,  to  o::r 
rrr.r.'l,  at  a.l  a-  !>:?-.  'e  ^>  :!.•_•  cait:  ^t:  -^f  live  §t  -ok  in  larje 
*^  '-'.t!*'fr5  cj^^fi  !•»'.::  II'. e?  ?i:, !  c  '.r:*^-:::.^  lines  of  railroad,  in 
rT'/vivIwl  f-ar*,  w ;.>:!:.  \..»>",'z\\  'IrrtWri  l»_v  tLe  o  :i.] -.:•:•.•>  over  wl.o^e 
r  Ji  U  ther  j-^r*.  are  fr^ri.*A  hv  t:.ii>  cr:,r-I  a].  ariJ  the  owners  or 
'-'rrvHrit*;  thereof  a!I  ti.e  t'lne  e»»r.t'i.Le  wit:. :!.»  m,  and  !*are  ci.arire 
;.  'J  f'^ire  tr. ere^/f,  ftrrl  wa*f.*r,  rVr^-d  and  care  f'-r  t:ie  sa::.e — tliey 
•'•'I'cr  ^x;*t  Ofrrr»'-t»rTi*,  fro'ii  tl.*-:r  •»wn  k::-»wiedje  of  their  j»e- 
c'lilar  hai/its  ai.d  war.t*  of  ti.e  s  'i^rk.  to  care  for  tl.e  animals. 
I5.it  if  re<;oived  to  Ix;  ear.,-*!  J  or  a!.d  carried  bv  the  company, 
^•xc*ii=;:ve  of  any  c;.re  or  ac<;'^»nijrtn:mer.t  of  the  owners,  and  t»n 
x\\it  orditiary  tern.s,  then  tl.e  rule  of  strict  liahility  wonhl  be  less 
nnnra.-onable.  We  tiiink,  however,  that  railroad  companies  tr^ 
T.ot  bound  in  law  to  rwelve  and  carry  live  stock  npon  any  sndj 
terms  of  c^mimon  law  liability,  but  mav  make  their  own  te^^l^, 
and  in  default  of  co:iii»liance  therewith  mav*  decline  to  receive 
and  carry  feuch  at  all.  They  can  not  be  com j celled  to  pertbrm 
the  duti<.'H  both  of  carriers  and  of  herdsmen  and  hostlers,  which 
latt^jr  avocations  are  not  contemplated  by  the  nature  of  their  or- 
gHuization. 

But  lie  this  as  it  may,  and  whether  they  be  received  for  car- 
riage subject  to  the  one  rule  or  the  other,  in  either  case  the  vehi- 
cUjb  and  cars  must  be  sufficiently  strong  to  secure  them;  and  if 
otherwise,  and  loss  thereby  occurs,  without  the  owners  fault,  the 
a)nipany  will  be  liable.'  But  where  the  owner  of  the  animals, 
as  liereinbefore  stated,  goes  with  and  retains  the  custody  of  the 
animals,  and  cares  for  them  himself,  by  the  terms  of  carriage, 
during  transit,  the  strict  rule  of  common  law  liability  does  not 
ap])ly.  The  company  are  bound  for  the  safe  arrival  of  the  car 
and  projKM'ty,  as  against  its  own  negligence,  or  insufficient  road 
and  a|)y)liancc8,  but  not  for  the  condition  or  personal  care  of  the 
animals.* 

^  Sriiith  V,  Now  Tlavcn  k  Northamp-      ampton  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Allen,  531. 
ton  !?.  R.  Co.,  12  Alh'n,  531.  ^ Smith  c.  New  Haven  &  Northamp- 

•^Sinith    r.    New  Haven  &  North-      ton  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Allen,  531,  534. 
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One  who  himself  assists  in  loadinsr  live  stock  of  his  own  into  a 
particular  car,  witliout  making  any  objection  to  the  car  at  the 
time,  will  not  be  allowed  thereafter  to  object  to  the  character  of 
the  car  as  to  suitableness,  in  reference  to  anything  apparent  to 
him  at  the  time  of  loading  tlie  stock  into  the  same.  In  a  con- 
troversy growing  out  of  injury  to  the  anin^als,  he  will  not,  as 
against  things  thus  apparent  to  him,  be  allowed  to  say  or  testify 
that  they  ought  to  have  been  sliipped  in  some  other  kind  of  car/ 
And  wliere,  by  the  contract  of  affreightment,  the  owner  liimself 
is  to  go  along  with  and  take  care  of  the  stock,  he  can  not  recover 
for  any  injury  to  them  resulting  from  mere  ne^zligence  of  the 
company,  to  which  by  his  own  negligence  he  contributes." 

Although  when  the  owner  of  live  stock  wl)ich  is  to  be  carried 
makes  his  own  selection  of  the  vehicle  in  which  they  are  placed 
for  carriage,  and  that  selection  is  made  under  circumstances 
charging  him  with  knowledge  of  the  capabilities  and  defects  of 
such  vehicle,  then  the  company  are  not  responsible  in  respect 
tiiereof,*  yet  if  there  be  defects  which  are  not  visible  and  palpa- 
ble, it  is  in  such  a  case  the  duty  of  the  compau}'  to  point  out 
the  same;  and  if  not  pointed  out,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  company, 
in  an  action  involving  the  suitableness  of  such  vehicles,  to  prove 
th«at  the  defects  were  open,  visible  and  apparent.  Otherwiso,  if 
injury  ensue  by  reason  of  such  defect,  the  company  are  liable.* 

For  injury  resulting  to  such  stock  from  unreasonable  dc  :.y  in 
their  carriage,  or  for  want  of  an  opportunity  being  allowed  by 
the  company  to  water  the  same,  the  company  will  be  held 
responsible,  if  the  owner  himself  be  free  from  negligence  or 
fault  in  respect  thereto;*  and  when  the  question  of  neglii;ence 
of  either  or  both  of  the  parties,   in   regard  to  such  transaction, 


*Bett8  V,  Farmers'  Loan  &  Trust 
Co.,  21  Wis.  80;  Chicago  &  N.  West- 
ern Ry.  Co.  V.  Van  Dresar  and  anoth- 
er, 22  Wis.  511;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Dunbar,  20  111.  62:^;  EastTenn. 
&  Ga.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Whittle,  27  Ga.  5:i5. 

«Chicafi:o&  N.  Western  Ry.  Co, 
r.  Van  Dresar  and  another,  22  Wis. 
511. 

'  Harris  v.  Northern  Indiana  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith),  2.S2;  Illinois 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Hall,  58  111.  409, 11 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  95.    And  sec  Pratt  r. 


Ogdensburg  &  Lake  Champlain  R.  R. 
Co.,  102  Mass.  557;  Betts  v.  Farmers* 
Loan  &  Trust  Co.,  21  Wis.  80;  Chica- 
go &  North  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  Van 
Dresar,  22  Id.  511,  But  see  Welsh  r. 
Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  R. 
R.  Co.,  10  Ohio  St.  65;  Ogdensburg 
&  Lake  Champlain  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Pratt, 
22  Wall.  123. 

*  Harris  v.  Northern  Indiana  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  N,  Y.  282. 

*  Harris  v.  Northern  Indiana  R.  R, 
Co.,  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith),  232. 
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rests  upon  conflicting  or  doubtful  facts  and  circnmstancee,  it  is 
proper  to  refer  the  decision  thereof  to  the  jury.* 

Carriers  of  live  stock  do  not  insure  against  such  injuries  as 
result  from  their  natural  propensities,  and  which  foresight  and 
vigilance  may  not  prevent.'  And  if  transported  under  a  special 
agreement,  the  terms  of  that  agreement  determine  the  liability 
and  rights  of  the  parties,'  unless  the  loss  occurs  by  the  willful- 
ness or  negligence  of  the  carrier,  who  is,  when  there  is  a  special 
agreement,  a  private,  and  not  a  common  carrier.* 

Though  railroad  companies  are  liable,  according  to  the  rules 
in  relation  to  common  carriers,  for  the  safe  carriage  and  arrival 
of  things  received  to  carry,  yet  they  are  not  always  responsible 
for  the  condition  in  which  the  goods  arrive.  Ordinary  and 
natural  decay,  fermentation  and  natural  shrinkage  and  leakage, 
spontaneous  combustion,  and  like  natural  tendencies  to  injury, 
loss  or  decay,  arc  matters  to  which  the  liability  of  the  carrier 
does  not  extend;'  therefore,  the  transportation  of  domestic 
animals  is  not  subject  to  the  precise  rules  of  law  as  are  packages 
of  chattels  or  other  inanimate  things.'    Living  animals  have  ex- 


'  Harris  v.  Northern  Indiana  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith),  2:32. 

2  Penn  v.  The  Buffalo  &  Erie  R.  R. 
Co.,  49  N.  Y.  (4  Sickels),  204;  Cragin 
nnd  others  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
51  N.  Y.  (6  Sickels),  61. 

3  Vvnn  V.  The  Bufalo  &  Erie  R.  R. 
Co.,  4U  N.  Y.  (4  Sickels),  204;  South  & 
^»'orih  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Henlein,  56 
Ala.  80S,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  200.  And 
RO,  if  the  ajrreement  be  for  the  trans- 
porlatioii  of  a  person,  instead  of  live 
stock,  tiie  special  afrn.'oment  controls: 
Poiichcr  V.  Xew  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
49  N.  Y.  (4  Sickels),  26:^;  Cragin  and 
others  v.  The  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  51  N.  Y.  61.  *•  In  the  transpor- 
tiition  of  such  stock,  in  the  absence  of 
n".<rlitrence,  the  carrier  is  relieved 
ifom  ri^sponsibility  for  such  injuries 
a8  occur  in  consequence  of  the  vitality 
of  the  freight.  He  does  not  absolutely 
warrant  live  freight  against  the  conse- 
quences of  its  own  vitality,    •    •    • 


the  carrier  is  relieved  from  responsi- 
bility if  be  can  show  that  be  has  pro- 
vided all  suitable  means  of  transpor- 
tation, and  exercised  that  degree  of 
care  which  the  nature  of  the  prop- 
erty requires."  Earl,  Comr..  in  Cra- 
gin and  others  v.  New  York  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra. 

*Penn  v.  The  Buffalo  &  Erie  R. 
R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  204;  S.  &  N.  Ala. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Henlein,  supra.  Such 
damages  may  be  recouped  by  the 
shipper,  in  an  action  for  the  freights: 
S.  &  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Henlein. 
But  such  claim  for  damages  can  not 
be  split  up,  and  made  the  foundation 
of  two  or  more  suits;  if  an  action  is 
brought  for  a  part  only  of  the  claim, 
it  will  be  a  bar  to  any  further  action 
or  recovery  of  any  kind :  Jbid. 

6  Evans  v.  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  Ill 
Mass.  142,  14:3,  144. 

•Evans  v.  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  Ill 
Mass.  142,  143,  144. 
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citabilities  and  volitions  of  their  own,  coinbativoness  sometimes 
aliso.  These  increase  greatly  the  risk  and  difficulty  of  safe  car- 
riage. They  are  carried  in  a  mode  opposed  to  their  instincts 
and  habits;  they  may  Ixjcome  uncontrollable  by  fright  or  pas- 
sion, and  in  spite  of  every  precaution  may  injure  or  destroy 
themselves  in  efforts  to  regain  their  liberty,  or  may  injure  or 
kill  each  other.  If  they  do  one  or  the  other,  and  the  company 
have  exercised  the  proper  care  and  foresight  to  prevent  it,  there 
can  be  no  recovery  for  the  damages,  if  loss  ensues.*  In  the  case 
cited  here  from  6th  Dner,  the  court  say:  "We  are  not  able  to 
perceive  any  reason  upon  which  the  shrinkage  of  the  plaintiff's 
cattle,  their  disposition  to  beconje  restive,  and  their  tram])ling 
upon  each  other  when  some  of  them  lie  down  from  fatigue,  is  not 
to  be  deemed  an  injury  arising  fropi  the  nature  and  inherent 
character  of  the  property  carried,  as  truly  as  if  the  property  had 
been  of  any  description  of  perishable  goods."' 

The  phrase  "  feeding  and  watering,"  as  ordinarily  used  in 
contracts  for  the  transportation  of  live  stock,  has  received  a  legal 
definition,  and  has  reference,  in  contemplation  of  law,  exclu- 
sively to  ordinary  sustenance,  as  food  and  drink,  required  by 
the  animals  during  their  transportation,  and  not  to  that  out- 
ward application  of  water  which  is  sometimes  required  for  over- 
heated hogs  or  other  animals,  to  prevent  their  suffocation;'  but 
where  it  is  the  custom  of  the  railroad  company  to  apply  from  its 
tanks  water  externally  to  hogs  in  an  overheated  condition,  it 
will  become  liable  for  loss  occasioned  by  refusal,  on  request,  so 

to  do.* 

And  so  in  Michigan  the  ruling  is,  that  railroad  corporations, 
though  common  carriers  in  respect  to  ordinary  property  carried 
by  them,  are  not  such  in  reference  to  the  carriage  of  live  stock; 
and  that  the  mere  fact  that  they  are  accustomed  to  carry  such 
property  on  special  terms,  variant  from  those  of  common  carriers. 

»  Smith  V,  N.  Haven  &  Northamp-  111  Maps.  145. 

ton  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Allen,  531;  Evans  v,  *  III..  Cont.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Adams,  42 

Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  Ill  Mass.  142,  111.  474. 

144,  145;  Clarke  ©.  Rochester  &  Syra-  *I11.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Adams,  42 

cu>e  R.  R.  Co.,  14  N.  Y.  570;  Conner  111.  474.     Against  the  effect  of  such 

I .  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Duer,  negligence,  no  contract  of  exemption 

375.  will  protect  the  company:  lb, 

2  6  Duer,  381 ;   dted  by  the  court  in 
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does  not  malvC  tliem  common  carriers  in  respect  thereto.'  Tlie 
provisions  of  the  act  of  assembly  of  that  state,  inhibitino:  snch  cor- 
porations from  limiting  tlieir  common  law  liability  as  carriers  in 
respect  to  tlie  carriao^e  of  property,  apply,  not  to  the  carriage  of 
live  animals,  but  to  snch  property  only  as  the  companies,  under 
their  charters,  are  bound  to  carry  upon  common  law  terms.* 

So  agui.M,  where  tlie  contract  for  the  transportation  of  live 
animals  exem])ted  the  company  from  damages  caused  by  the 
negligence  of  servants  of  the  company  in  loading,  unloading, 
convevance  and  otherwise,  it  is  held  that  it  still  devolved  on  the 
company  to  furnish  suitable  and  road  worthy  cars,  and  that  for 
injuries  and  loss  incurred  by  the  owner  of  the  animals  for  want 
of  such,  the  company  were  liable.' 

28.  Lien  for  freights. — Ordinarily,  a  common  carrier  has  a 
lien  for  freights  and  charges  upon  goods  carried,  if  the  same  have 
not  been  paid  in  advance:*  and  such  lien  exists  also  for  back 
freights  and  charges  paid  by  the  carrier,  if  the  custom  be,  as  is 
sometimes  the  case,  to  pay  such  back  charges  by  each  carrier  re- 
ceiving the  same,  in  turn,  and  thus  carrj'ing  forward  the  whole 
freight  and  char^res  of  the  several  lines  over  which  the  sfoods  mav 
pass,  and  collecting  the  same  by  the  last  carrier,  on  delivery  of 
the  goods.*  But  this  lien  does  not,  in  either  case,  attach,  as  to 
goods  shipped  by  one  coming  wrongfully  into  the  possession 
of  them,  and  who,  therefore,'  has  no  right  to  ship  them,  or  to 


»'rhe  Mich.  Southern  &  N.  Ind.  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  McDonough,  21  Mich.  (3 
Cla.b'),  165;  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  S. 
K.  R.  Co.  V.  Perkins,  27  Mich.  (3 
I  ost).  329.  And  when  charg^ed  in  an 
ft^tion  a5  common  carriers  of  live 
slock,  they  must  be  proved  to  have 
undertaken  as  such:  Lake  Shore  & 
Mich.  S.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Perkins,  supra. 
And  where  the  complaint  groes  upon 
the  defendant's  negIig:once,  and  not 
upon  his  liability  as  common  currier, 
the  recovery  nmst  be  accordingly: 
Morrison  v.  Phillips  &  Colby  Const. 
Co.,  44  Wis.  405,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
312. 

2 The  Mich.  Southern  &  N.  Ind.  R. 
R.  Co.   r.    McDonough,  21  Mich.  (3 


Clarke)  165.  Their  obligation  as  to 
proper  care  and  the  running  of  trains 
are  as  at  common  law;  but  they  are 
only  bound  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
ordinary  emergencies  of  their  busi- 
ness! lb. 

*  Hawkins  and  another  v.  Great 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  17  Mich.  (4  Jenni- 
Bon),  57;  Great  Western  R.  W.  Co.  v. 
Hawkins  and  another,  18  Mich.  (5 
Jennison),  427;  Rhodes  v.  Louisville  & 
Nashville  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Bush,  688. 

*  Stevens  and  another  r.  Boston  & 
Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Gray.  2&/; 
Lane  and  others  v.  Old  Colonv  &  Fall 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  14  Gray,  143. 

*  Stevens  and  another  v.  Boston  A 
Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Gray,  262. 
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create  a  lien  thereon.*  The  safety  of  the  carrier,  as  to  compen- 
sation, is  in  no  wise  jeopardized  by  this  rule  of  law,  as  he  has  it 
in  his  power  to  require  payment  in  advance,  if  he  thinks  proper 
so  to  do. 

Such  lien  upon  the  property  carried  exists,  however,  only 
while  it  is  yet  in  their  possession,  for  the  amount  of  their 
freiiJfht  of  the  particular  property,  and  is  only  co-extensive  with 
the  right  to  rcc(.»ver  freight.  If  the  contract  of  carriage  has  been 
performed,  then  the  company  is  entitled  to  recover  freight,  and 
is,  therefore,  invested  with  a  lien  in  law  to  the  amount;*  if, 
however,  the  contract  of  carriage  has  not  been  performed,  or  has 
been  so  illy  performed  as  to  inflict  upon  the  owner  or  consignee 
an  injury  to  the  property,  resulting  in  a  loss  as  great  or  greater 
than  the  amount  which  would  otherwise  be  due  for  freight,  then 
no  lien  in  law  exists,  as  in  such  case  no  freight  is  due,  and  the 
consignee  may  maintain  an  action  of  replevin  for  the  property'. 
In  thu  trial  of  sUch  action  of  replevin,  the  claim  of  damages  may 
be  set  up,  instead  of  resorting  to  a  cross  action,  by  the  owner  of 
the  goods,  a  proper  basis  being  laid  for  the  same  in  the  plead- 
ing?, and  thus  the  whole  controversy  and  claims  of  the  parties 
1)3  settled  in  one  and  the  same  action.  The  Supreme  Court  of 
Vermont,  Barrett,  J.,  in  the  leading  case  here  cited,  say: 
*'  There  would  seem  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  liability  of 
the  carrier  to  the  freighter  for  damage  accruing,  through  his 
fault,  in  the  carriage  of  the  propertj^  should  not  be  asserted  and 
deteiinined  by  way  of  defense  to  his  claim  for  freight,  as  well  as 
by  a  cross  action  for  such  damage.  Indeed,  not  only  do  the 
analogies  of  cases  involving  similar  relations  of  subject-matter 
and  parties  justify  it,  but  there  are  reasons  peculiar  to  this  par- 
ticular class  of  cases  that  seem  to  render  it  peculiarly  proper."* 

And  if  the  goods  be  warehoused  by  the  company,  at  the  place 
t<^  which  they  were  received  to  be  carried,  to  await  the  owner's 
application  for  the  same,  the  company  have  a-  right,  after  a  rea- 

» Stevens  and  another  v.  Boston  &  Co.,  42  Vt.  411,  445;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R. 

Worcester  R.R.  Co.,  8  Gray,  262,266;  350;  Humphreys  r.  Reed,  6  Whart. 

Clark  V.  The  Lowell  &  Lawrence  R.  R.  485;    Cutting    and    others  v.  Grand 

Co.,  9  Gray,  231.  Trunk  R.  W.  Co.,  13  Allen,  381;  Bos- 

'  Dyer  v.  The  Grand  Tmnk  R.  W.  ton  &  Maine  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brown  and 

Co..  42  Vt.  441;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R.  350.  others,  10  Gray,  223. 

» Dyer  v.  The  Grand  Trunk  R.  \V . 
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ftonable  time  for  delivery  of  tlie  same,  to  charj^e  storage  thereon, 
and  a  lien  accrues  to  the  company  ior  the  amount  thereof,  as 
against  the  particular  goods  upon  which  the  charges  accrue,  for 
the  payment  of  which  the  goods  may  be  lawfully  detained,  until 
the  charges  for  storage,  and  also  for  freights,  if  any,  be  fully 
paid*' 

29.  Carriors  of  bonded  goods. — Carriers  of  goods  which  are 
subject  to  unpaid  government  duties,  known  to  the  carrier  to  bo 
such,  and  being  carried  from  one  revenue  district  of  the  United 
States  into  another,  are  bound  to  deh'ver  the  same  into  a  bonded 
warehouse;  that  is,  to  the  bonded  warehouse  officer  of  tlie  district 
or  place  whereto  the  goods  are  consigned,  although  directed  to, 
or  as  belonging  to,  an  individual  personal  consignee.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  carrier,  on  the  arrival  of  the  goods  in  such  cases  at 
their  destination,  to  notify  the  government  authorities  of  such 
warehouse  of  their  arrival,  and  to  afford  a  reasonable  time  and 
opportunity  for  their  reception  and  removal.  If  this  be  not 
done,  and  the. goods  are  burned,  the  carrier  is  liable,  although 
they  were  warehoused,  for  the  rule  in  ordinary  cases  of  individual 
consignees  does  not  apply.' 

30.  Carriers  must  be  treated  by  shippers  with  good  faith. — 
Common  carriers  are  not  necessarily  such  in  respect  to  money 
and  bank  bills,  and  are  not  compelled  to  carry  them,  unless  for 
such  enlarged  compensation  as  shall  reconcile  them  to  the  risk 
of  the  undertaking;  for  bank  bills  and  money,  in  ordinary  busi- 
ness parlance,  do  not  come  under  the  head  of  goods  and  chattels, 
or  goods  and  freight."  But  if  common  carriers  of  bank  bills  or 
money,  they  are  entitled  to  be  treated  with  good  faith,  and  to  be 
informed  thereof,  that  they  may  have  a  corresponding  premium 
or  compensation  for  the  carriage,  by  reason  of  the  necessary  addi- 
tional care,  and  the  risk  incurred;  and  if  not  so  informed,  they 
are  not  liable  for  the  loss  thereof,*  unless  wantonly  caused  by  the 
carrier. 

ai.  Contract  to  carry  on  time. — A  contract  of  a  common 
carrier  to  carry  goods  within  a  specified  time,  is  a  contract  with 

*I11.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Alexander  'Chicago  &   Aurora  R.  R.  Co.  v, 

and  others,  20  111.  23,  29.  Thompson,  19  111.  578. 

2  Chi.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Saw-  *  Chicago  &  Aurora  R.   R.  Co.  v, 

yer,  69  III.  285.  Tliompson,  19  111.  578. 
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reference  to  the  responsibilities  which  the  law  imposes  upon 
such  carriers  in  ordinary  cases,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  risk  of  the 
goods.  The  carrier  assumes  responsibility  as  to  time;  but  the 
rule  of  liability  for  injury  or  loss  is  at  common  law.  The  corn- 
pan}'  do  not  become  absolute  insurers  of  their  safe  delivery  at 
all  events;  but  are  exempt  if  the  goods  be  destroyed  by  the  act 
of  God  or  the  public  enemy,  before  the  time  of  delivery  expires. 
The  exemption,  in  such  case,  covers  not  only  their  ordinary  lia- 
bility as  carrier,  but  also  any  claim  growing  out  of  the  con- 
tract, as  for  non-compliance  in  point  of  time.* 

The  making  arrangements  to  run  special  fruit  trains  from 
fruit-growing  districts  to  market,  and  holding  out  public  notice 
thereof,  and  of  the  time  to  be  made  by  such  trains  as  to  their 
arrival  at  market,  is  not  regarded  in  law  as  creating  a  special 
contract,  between  the  railroad  corporations  so  holding  out 
inducements  and  the  shippers,  to  deliver  absolutely  within  the 
advertised  time.  There  is  no  greater  or  other  obligation  created 
tliereby  th;ui  that  of  common  carrier.  Time,  in  such  case,  is  the 
object  aimed  at — but  not  of  the  obligation,  except  the  expect- 
ancy— that,  as  in  other  cases  of  carriaire,  the  carriers  are  bound 
to  perform  within  a  reasonable  time.  To  make  a  time  contract, 
there  mnst  be  mutuality  of  obligation  and  express  stipulation.' 

Nor  are  the  carriers  liable  in  such  cases  for  loss  by  natural  decay 
of  the  pro}>erty,  unless  there  be  unreasonable  delay,  as  the  cause 
of  it,  during  transit;  but  they  are,  even  by  the  rul3  of  reason- 
able diliirence,  held  to  a  stricter  care  and  dilii^ence  than  ordi- 
nary,*  on  account  of  the  natural  tendency  in  the  cargo  to  do  so.' 
If  there  be  mutual  negligence,  there  can  be  no  recover}',  if  ordi- 
nary care  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  is  wanting,  which  would 
have  avoided  the  injury.* 

In  New  Hampshire,  it  is  holden  that  a  contract  for  carriage, 
to  be  performed  on  a  particular  day,  though  oral,  and  without 
any  special  consideration   more  than   the  ordinary  charges,  is 

»  Strohn  and  another  r.  The  Detroit  Truax  v.  Phila.,  Wil.  &  Bait.  R.  R. 

.^  Mil.  R.  R.  Co  ,  28  Wis.  126.  (>).,  3  Houston,  2a3.      And   though 

'  Reed  &  Walker  v.  Phila..  Wil.  &  there  be  a  through  contract,  where  the 

Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Houst.  176.  line  consists  of  several  roads,  yet  one 

*Reed  &  Walker  v.  Phila.,  Wil.  &  company  is  not  liable  for  loss  on  the 

Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Houston,  176.  line    of   another:    Truax    p.    Phila., 

« Reed  &  Walker  v.  Phila.,  Wil.  &  WiL  &  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 
r.jilt.   R.   R.   Co.,    3    Houston,    176; 
83 


1314  TUE   LAW   OF   RAILWAYS. 

binding;  and  that  for  a  breach  thereof,  the  damage  is  the  differ- 
ence in  price  of  the  article  in  the  market  to  which  it  was  eon- 
signed,  on  the  day  it  sliould  have  arrived  there,  and  on  the  day 
of  its  actual  arrival.'  And  it  is,  moreover,  hulden  in  the  same 
case,  that  if  a  sale  of  the  goods  be  already  contracted  for  by  tl»e 
consignor,  for  delivery  at  the  phice  to  which  they  are  consigned 
in  a  given  time,  or  sucli  time  as  required  immediate  transporta- 
tion, and  the  railroad  company  receive  the  goods  with  knowledi»e 
thereof,  and  agree,  in  view  thereof,  to  carry  them  immediately, 
but  instead  of  so  doing,  delay  an  unreasonable  time,  or  for  such 
a  time  as  amounts  to  a  breach  of  the  contract  for  carriage,  that 
the  company  will,  moreover,  be  liable  to  special  damages,  if  a 
basis  be  laid  therefor  in  the  pleadings,  for  such  breach  of  con- 
tract; as,  for  instance,  for  the  loss  of  sale,  and  for  such  other  in- 
jury as  will  ordinarily  follow  a  breach  of  contract  under  sr.ch 
special  circumstances,  including  reasonable  expenses  incurred  in 
looking  up,  caring  for,  and  disposing  of,  the  property,  if,  failin:^ 
to  arrive  in  proper  time,  the  purchaser,  bj'  reason  thereof,  de- 
clined to  take  it,  and  the  property  be  thrown  back  upon  the  con- 
signor." 

32.  Seizure  of  goods  on  legal  process — Destmctlon  by  public 
enemy. — AfVhen  property  which  is  in  the  hands  of  a  carrier  for 
transportation,  or  is  in  actual  course  of  transit  in  a  carrier's 
hands,  is  seized  upon  legal  process,  such  property  is  thereby 
placed  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  if  in  the  actual  jurisdiction  at 
the  time,  and  an  action  at  the  suit  of  the  consignor  will  not  lie 
for  such  property,  even  after  demand  is  made  for  the  same;  the 
action,  to  test  the  right,  should  be  against  the  officer.  Such,  too, 
is  the  law,  whether  seized  on  process  against  the  real  owner,  or 
against  some  one  else,  for  of  the  ownership  the  judiciary,  and 
not  the  carrier,  is  the  judge;  and  the,  too,  though  neither  the 
consignor  nor  consignee  be  made  a  party  to  the  proceedings.' 

»Demiiifir    v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  290,  o50,  458;  Stiles  p.   Davis  &  Bai- 

Co.,  48  N.  H.  450;   S.  C.  2  Am.   R.  ton.  1  Black.  101;  Kennedy  r.  Brent, 

267.  6  Cranch,  187;  Verral  r.  Kobinson,  5 

^Deming   v.   Grand  Trunk  R.   R.  Tyrwhitt,  1069;'   Burlinpame  r.  B^W, 

Co.,  48  N.  H.  455;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  16  Mass.  :31<S:  Tillinghast  i\  John8on, 

267;  Griffin  v.  Colvcr,  16  N.  Y.  4^9,  5  Ala.  514:   Blaisdell  r.  Ladd,  14  N. 

494;    Humphreys ville  Copp<T  Co.  r.  H.  l'J9:  fc^avannah,  Griffin  &  N.  Ala, 

Vt.  CoppiT  Mininp  Co.,  :W  Vt.  92.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Wilcox,  48  Ga.  432,  11 

'Drake  on  Attacliments,  2  ed.,  sees.  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  ;)75. 
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And  the  same  rule  holds  good  if  the  seizure  be  by  garnishment  of 
the  carrier;*  subject,  however,  to  the  principles  of  the  law  as 
applicable  to  such  case,  in  regard  to  local  jurisdiction,  and  the 
rights  of  tlie  carrier,  when  the  property  is  somewhere  en  routey 
in  actual  course  of  transit,  for  which,  see  title  Garnishment. 

Although  property  taken  from  a  common  carrier  by  writ  of  at- 
iuchment  sued  out  against  the  consignee  or  owner  of  the  property, 
is  in"  that  respect  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  and  is  so  placed  by 
a  superior  force  or  governmental  power,  beyond  the  ability  of 
the  carrier  to  resist,  and  by  reason  of  which  he  will  be  excused 
from  its  delivery  while  so  remaining  in  legal  custody'^  (and,  as 
a  sequence,  for  a  reasonable  time  after  restoration  thereof  to  the 
carrier,  in  case  it  be  restored),  yet  it  does  not  follow,  nor  is  it 
the  law,  that  the  wrongful  attachment  of  property  in  the  hands  of 
the  carrier,  such  as  the  taking  of  the  property  as  the  property 
of,  and  for  a  debt  of,  a  different  one  than  the  real  owner  or  con- 
signee, will  relieve  the  carrier  from  delivery  of  the  same;  the 
owner  may  nevertheless  proceed  against  the  carrier,  and  will 
have  his  legal  remedy,  leaving  the  carrier  to  pursue  the  property 
by  defending  the  suit,  or  to  seek  his  remedy  by  trespass,  or  other 
proceeding,  against  those  thus  wrongfully  taking  it' 

The  process  of  attachment  is  not  regarded  as  placing  the 
property  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  when  belonging  to  one  person, 
and  taken  in  an  attachment  against  another.  The  proceeding  is 
a  trespass,  and  an  action  lies,  therefore,  by  the  carrier  from  whom 
taken,  if  taken  from  a  carrier,  or  an  action  of  replevin  may  be 
maintained,  except  when  such  action  of  replevin  will  bring  into 
conflict  the  state  and  federal  authorities;  and  without  regard  to 
such  conflict,  trespass  will  always  lie  in  such  cases,  which  being 
for  money  damai^es  against  the  person  of  the  oflicer,  and  not  ad- 
verse in  finy  way  to  the  proceeding,  can  not  give  rise  to  such 
a  conflict* 

Nor  are  the  cases  of  Stiles  v,  Davis,  1  Black,  101,  or  Buck  v. 
Colbath,  3  Wallace,  334-,  as  is  sometimes  supposed,  in  conflict 

*  Stiles  V.  Davis  &  Barton,  1  Black,  man,  14  Gray,  666;  Freeman  r.  Howe, 
lot  24  How.  450. 

*  Edwards  v.  The  White  Line  Tran-  *  Edwards  r.  The  White  Line  Tran- 
sit Co.,  104  Mass.  159;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  sit  Co.,  lOi  Mass.  159;  Howe  r.  Freo- 
213.  man,  14  Gray,  566;  Freeman  p.  Hov/e, 

«  Edwards  v.  The  White  Line  Tran-      24  How.  450. 
Bit  Co.,  104  Mass.  159;  Howe  r.  Froe- 
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with  this  principle.  The  case  of  Stiles  v.  Davis  was  an  action  of 
trover  for  conversion  of  the  goods,  and  not  an  action  on  the  con- 
tract of  transportation,  and  involved  a  mere  failure  to  deliver, 
wherein  there  was  no  denial  of  the  plaintifPs  right,  but  merely  a 
showing  that  the  goods  were  taken  and  detained  upon  a  writ  of 
attachment;  thus  failing  to  show  conversion,  the  action  failed.* 
Mere  excess  of  business  occasioned  by  required  transportation 
of  military  supplies,  and  even  so  far  taking  control  of  the  road 
by  the  military  authorities  of  the  government  as  to  order  govern- 
ment transportation  to  have  a  preference  in  point  of  time  over 
other  freights,  where  there  is  no  absolute  prohibition  to  transport 
property  received  by  a  railroad  company  for  transportation,  will 
not  amount  to  such  superior  force,  or  vis  major ^  as  to  excuse 
the  company  from  loss  occasioned  by  a  failure  to  carry  property 
so  received  within  a  reasonable  time."  Only  the  act  of  God  or 
of  the  public  enemy  will  amount  to  such  superior  force  as  to 
excuse  performance  in  the  carriage  of  property  by  a  common 
carrier.'  And  though  the  public  enemy  so  far  interfere  with 
property,  while  being  transported,  as  to  remove  the  same  from 
the  cars,  when  they  have  seized  upon  the  latter,  yet  that  circum- 
stance alone  will  not  release  the  company  from  liability,  if,  with- 
out further  cause  from  such  enemy,  the  property  be  destroyed 
or  lost.  In  case  of  such  removal,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  company 
to  care  for  the  property,  and  to  make  every  reasonable  effort  to 
preserve  it;  and  if  not  so  cared  for,  and  the  same  be  lost,  the 
company  are  liable.  In  such  case, "the  proximate  cause  of  loss 
is  the  subsequent-  neglect  to  take  care  of  the  same,  and  therefore 
the  loss  falls  upon  the  company.* 

» Stiles  c.  Davis,  1  Black,  101.  McClellan,  54  III.  58;  HI.  Cent  R.  R. 

2  Illinois  Cent.  R.   R.  Co.  v.  McClel-  Co.  r.  Frankenberg,  54  III.  88;  S.  C.  5 

Ian,  54  111.  58;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  83.  Am.  R.  92. 

•  Porter  V.  Chi.  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  *The  Cent.  Line  of  Boats  r.  Lowe, 

Co.,  20  111.  407;  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  50  Geo.  509. 
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1.  It  is  the  common  carrier's  contract  to  carry  and  deliver. — 
The  execution  and  delivery  of  a  bill  of  lading  or  receipt  by  the 
carrier  to  the  consignor,  is  the  ordinary  manner  of  contracting 
to  carry  and  deliver  goods  and  property  consigned  for  carriage.* 
The  custom  of  railroad  carriers  in  this  res])ect  is  derived  from 
the  common  law  usage  and  law  of  carriers.  The  usual  and 
more  proper  course  is  to  execute  the  same  in  three,  or  triplicate, 
originals;  ane  of  which  is  retained  by  the  carrier,  one  delivered 
to  the  consignor,  and  the  other  sent  or  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
consignee  or  his  agent."  These  documents  should  set  foi'th  tlie 
names  of  the  consignor  and  consignee,  the  place  of  consignment 
or  receipt  of  the  goods  for  carriage,  the  description,  quantity 
and  marks  of  the  property  or  parcels,  as  also  the  price  paid  or 
to  be  paid  as  freight' 

By  force  thereof,  in  law,  the  carrier  becomes  liable  to  deliver 
the  goods  at  the  place  of  destination,  if  on  his  own  route,  to  the 
consignee,  on  payment  of  the  freight  by  him,  if  not  prepaid,  in 
like  good  condition  as  received;  except  loss  or  injury  incurred 
from  the  act  of  God,  the  public  enemy,  or  the  vis  major  of  judi- 
cial interference,  and  by  force  of  process  from  the  courts  of  the 
country.  If,  however,  the  goods  be  consigned  to  a  connecting 
line,  or  otherwise,  it  is  then  the  obligation  of  the  carrier  to 


»3  Kent's  Corns.,  2  Ed.,  207. 
2  3  Kent's  Coms.,  207. 


3  Kent's  Corns.,  207. 
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deliver  on  his  own  line,  or  at  the  terminus  thereof,  as  in  the  bill 
of  ladinor  or  receipt  for  the  goods  he  is  directed.* 

This  obligation,  however,  in  regard  to  loss  or  injury,  does  not 
extend  to  such  as  are  incurred  bv  reason  of  bad  packing,  or  by 
reason  of  the  goods  being  put  up  in  bad  condition,  or  of  their 
innate  character  tending  to  result  in  their  own  decay,  loss  or  in- 
jury. 

These  several  original  bills  of  lading  or  receipts,  though  each 
a  complete  contract  within  itself,  constitute  but  one  contract  on 
the  part  of  the  railroad  company  or  carrier.  They  ought  there- 
fore to  be  characterized  on  their  face  as  counterparts,  so  as  to 
avoid  falling  into  different  hands,  or  creating  conflicting  inter- 
ests; for  in  the  event  that  the  parts  held  by  the  consignor  or  con- 
signee be  transferred  to  different  persons,  a  conflict  arises  as  to 
the  right  to  receive  the  goods.  Under  such  circumstances,  Jus- 
tice Kent  lays  it  down  as  the  rule  of  law,  that  where  the  equi- 
ties are  no  more  than  equal,  or  are  equal,  the  right  is  in  the  one 
who  first  received  the  indorsement,  or,  we  may  add,  the  trans- 
fer; citing  therefor  the  case  of  Caldwell  v.  Ball,  1  Term  R.  205, 
and  BelPs  Com.  545.' 

A  carrier  may  not  deliver  or  send  forward  goods  to  a  supposed 
consiij;nee,  when  unaccompanied  by  instructions,  bill  of  lading 
or  receipt,  to  whom,  as  consignee,  and  where,  to  be  delivered,  or 
to  what  place  to  be  forwarded,  if  received  to  be  forwarded;  nor 
will  mere  initial  letters  of  a  consignee,  marked  thereon,  be  a 
sufficient  guide  to  enable  the  caririer  to  act  with  safety,  or  to 
compel  him  to  assume  the  responsibility,  under  such  circnra- 
stances.' 

2.  Negotiable  character  thereof. — These  instruments  are  or- 
dinarily negotiable.*  Their  transfer  carries  with  it,  as  against 
the  consignee  or  consignor  who  transfers  the  same,  the  right  to 
receive  the  property  therein  described,  upon  the  terms  thereof 
as  to  payment  of  freight;*  and  the  mere  delivery  of  a  bill  of 
lading,  or  such  receipt,  with  intent  to  pass  the  ownership  of  the 
goods,  has  that  effect,  although  it  be  not  payable  to  assigns  or  to 

'Hinckley  t;.   New  York   Cent.    &         23  Kent's  Corns.,  2d  ed., 207. 
Hnd.-^on  Kiver  R.  R.  Co.,  56  N.  Y.  «Finn  v.  The  Western  R.  R.  Co.. 

4l>9;  S.  C.   6  Am.   R.  W.   Rep.  90;  102  Ma.«s.  2&S. 
Johnson  r.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  33         *3  Kent's  Corns.,  2d  ed.,  207. 
N.  Y.  610.  *  3  Kent's  Corns.,  2d  ed.,  207. 
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bearer;  or  if  payable  to  assigns  of  the  consignor,  yet  it  be  not 
assigned  or  indorsed.' 

3.  Effect  of.  as  between  the  original  parties. — A  bill  of  lad- 
ing or  receipt,  given  for  goods  to  be  carried,  if  taken  at  the 
time  the  goods  are  delivered  to  the  carrier,  is  evidence  of  the 
contract  between  the  parties,  and  can  not  be  varied  in  its  terms 
by  parol  proof  of  any  agreement  or  understanding  had  or  made 
prior  to  the  execution  and  delivery  thereof,  except  for  mistake 
or  fraud;  the  execution  and  delivery  thereof  is  in  law,  in  the 
absence  of  fraud  or  mistake,  regarded  as  embodying  the  ulti- 
mate and  true  agreement,  and  estops  the  parties  from  going  be- 
hind it." 

Yet  a  bill  of  lading  is,  like  other  receipts,  open  to  explanation 
as  to  the  amount  received,  and  the  carrier  may  show  that  the  act- 
ual amount  which  came  into  his  hands  was  different  from  that 
stated  therein;'  this  is  as  between  the  original  parties — the  con- 
signor, the  consignee,  and  the  company.  There  is  an  exception, 
however,  to  the  rule,  as  to  third  persons,  who,  by  purchase,  or  by 
advancement  of  money  or  credit,  have  become  interested  on  the 
faith  thereof.*  And  though  the  consignee  may  recoup  from  the 
freight  earned  the  value  of  any  loss  properly  chargeable  to  the 
carrier,  yet  he  is  not  so  entitled  as  for  any  deficiencies  between 
the  amount  delivered  to  him  and  that  specified  in  or  receipted 
for  by  the  bill  of  lading,  if  the  carrier  can  show  that  he  actually 


» City  Bank  v.  The  Rome,  Water- 
town  &  Ogdensburgh  R.  R.  Co.,  44  N. 
Y.  (5  Hand),  136.  1:59;  Mich.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Phillips,  60  111.  190;  Parsons 
on  Mercantile  Law,  1346;  2  Kent,  207, 
**  It  is  the  law  (says  Hunt,  Commis- 
sioner, in  City  Bank  r.  The  Rome,  Wa- 
tertx)wn  &  Ogdensburgh  R.  R.  Co., 
supra,)  that  a  carrier  or  a  warehouse- 
man is  bound  to  ascerta'n  wh»'ther  a 
bill  of  lading  was  delivered  to  the 
shipper;  and  if  delivered,  he  must  re- 
tiiin  the  property  until  it  is  demanded 
by  one  claiming  under  that  title. "  And 
BO  by  the  English  authorities:  Howard 
r.  Shepherd,  9  Man.,  Gr.  &  Scott,  296; 
Tindal  v,  Taylor,  4  Ellis  &  Bl.  219. 


'  Long  p.  The  New  York  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  50  N.  Y.  (5  Sickels),  76;  Bost- 
wick  r.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  55 
Barb.  (N.  Y.),  137;  Strong  v.  The 
Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Mich.  206; 
McMillan  et  al.  v.  The  Mich.  S.  &  N. 
Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Mich.  (3  Jenni- 
son),  79,  113,  114;  Great  Western  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  McDonald,  18  III.  172;  Little 
Miami,  C.  &  X.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dodds, 
1  Cincinnati  Superior  Court  Reports, 
47. 

•  Strong  17.  Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Co., 
15  Mich.  206,  215;  Great  Western  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  McDonald,  18  III.  172. 

*  Strong  V.  Grand  lYonk  R.  R.  Co., 
15  Mich.  206,  215. 


1320  THE   LAW  OF   RAILWAYS. 

deliverd  all  that  which  he  received.*  And  as  a  carrier  has  a  lien 
on  the  property  carried  for  his  freight  earned,  an  intermediate 
consignee,  who  receives  the  property  subject  to  the  charo^e  of 
such  lien,  is  liable  to  an  action  for  the  amount,  if  lie  refuse  to 
pay  the  same;  and  thus  may  not,  even  by  custom,  deduct  for  de- 
ficiencies." 

But  when  a  verbal  agreement  for  the  transportation  of  goods 
has  been  made,  and  is  so  far  acted  upon  as  to  receive  and  de- 
spatch the  goods,  so  that  the  shipper  has  parted  with  all  control 
thei'eof,  then  a  bill  of  lading  thereafter  given  by  the  company, 
and  received  by  the  shipper,  for  the  goods  for  transportation, 
embodying  different  terms,  less  burdensome  to  the  carrier,  than 
those  contained  in  the  verbal  agreement,  and  without  a  knowl- 
edge of  such  deviation  on  his  part,  is  not  obligatory,  as  to  such 
variation  of  terms,  upon  the  shipper,  unless  the  same  is  seen  and 
known  to  and  assented  to  bv  him.' 

4.  Effect  of,  as  to  third  persons. — Though  bills  of  lading  and 
receipts  given  for  goods  to  be  carried  are,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, subject  to  explanation  or  change  by  oral  proof,  as  be- 
tween the  original  parties — that  is,  as  between  the  cx)nsignor  or 
consignee  and  the  carrier — ^}'et  such  is  not  the  case  as  between 
the  carrier  and  a  third  person  or  persons,  standing  in  the  position 
of  honafide  assignee  thereof.  Such  persons  are  entitled  to  en- 
force the  terms  of  the  instrument,  and  the  carrier,  as  against 
them,  is  estopped  to  claim  a  different  effect  therefor  than  is 
shown  upon  its  face.* 

'  Strong:  V.  The  Gnind  Trunk  R.  R.  without   consideration ;     and    is  the 

Co.,  15  Mich.  206;    Bissel  t?.  Price,  16  change  made  anything  more  or  less 

III  408,  Bowman  ».  Hilton,  11  Ohio,  than  a  release  of  a  portion  of  the  lia- 

;?03;  Ryder  r.  Hall,  7  Alien,  406.  bility  of  the  company? 

2  Strong  17.  ITie  Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  *  McMillan  et  al,  p.  The  Mich.  S.  & 

Co.,  supra.  N.  Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Mich.  79, 

•  Bostwick  V.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  113.    And  where  a  railroad  company 

R.  R.  Co.,  45  N.  Y.  (6  Hand),  712.  issuos  two  original  bills  of  lading  for 

If,  however,  the  party  expressly  assent  a  single  consignment,  one  of  which  is 

to  such  change  of  terms,  such  assent  negotiated,  and  the  goods  are  deliv- 

will  have  the  effect,  and  will  operate  ered  on  the  other,  it  will  be  liable  to 

to,  change  the  original  verbal  terms  of  the  holder  of  the  negotiated  bill,  upon 

shipment:    lb.    716.     But  qucpre^   if  the  principle  that  where  one  of  two 

valid  where  there  is  no  consideration  innocent  parties  must  suffer  for  the 

given  or  received  for  the  change  of  wrongful  act  of  another,  he  by  whose 

contract?   Would  a  release  be  valid  act  or  default  the  wrong  is  rendered 
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5.  Effect  of  the  term,  "  in  good  condition." — The  effect  of 
tlie  term  or  words,  "in  good  condition,"  "in  good  order,"  and 
others  of  similar  import,  in  a  bill  of  lading  or  receipt  for  goods 
to  be  carried,  is  not  such  as  will,  between  the  original  parties  in 
interest,  prevent  the  carrier  from  going  behind  the  same,  and 
showing  by  parol  proof  that  such  was  not  true  in  point  of  fact' 
Though  the  use  of  these  terms  \^  prima  facie  evidence  that  such 
is  the  condition  of  the  goods,  yet  it  is  well  settled  that  it  is  a 
matter  which  may  be  inquired  into,  and  the  carrier  is  not  there- 
by estopped  from  making  proof,  by  parol,  of  injnrj-  thereto  be- 
fore coming  to  the  possession  of  the  carrier,  or  of  c^ondition 
tending  in  itself  to  ruin  and  decay,  or  leakage  or  loss."  Indeed, 
the  better  autliority  seems  to  be,  that  where  the  reference  is  to 
packages,  boxes,  or  other  things,  whose  contents  are  not  per- 
ceptible to  the  sight,  or  capable  of  being  examined,  or  being  so, 
are  not  examined  into  by  the  carrier,  the  term  "in  good  order  " 
is  to  be  understood  to  have  reference  to  the  ontside,  and  not  to 
tiie  condition  of  the  contents,  and  that,  as  to  the  latter,  the  onus^ 
in  case  of  question,  is  upon  the  shipper,  to  prove  its  good  condi- 
tion when  delivered  for  carriasce.* 

6.  Limitation  of  carrier's  liability  in  bill  of  lading. — ^Though 
the  policy  of  the  law  does  not  allow  railroad  corporations,  act- 
ing as  common  carriers,  to  make  and  enforce  terms  or  rules  of 
shipment  and  carriage  limiting  their  common  law  liability,* 
nor  even  the  making  of  special  contracts  limiting  their  liability, 
as  against  the  result  of  their  own  negligence  or  wrong,*  yet  it 


possible  must  be  that  one:  Wichita 
Savings  Bank  p.  Atchison,  Topeka  & 
Santa  Fe  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Kans.  519,  20 
Am.  fey.  Rep.  299.  And  if  the  com- 
pany issue  bills  of  lading  for  more 
merchandise  than  is  shipped,  they  will 
be  estopped  from  denying  the  receipt 
thereof,  as  against  such  assignee: 
Sioux  City  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  r.  First 
Natl.  Bank  of  Fremont,  10  Neb.  .556; 
S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  278. 

*  Blade  et  al.  v.  Chicago,  St.  Paul  & 
Fond  du  Lac  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Wis.  4; 
Sliip  Howard  p.  Wissman,  18  How. 
2:n;  Til.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Cowles,  82 
111.  116;  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co. 


V.  Benjamin,  68  III.  288;  S.  C.  7  Am. 
R.  W.  Reps.  392;  Porter  v.  Chicago  & 
North  Western  Ry.  Co.,  20  la.  78. 

^Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Ben- 
jamin, 63  111.  288;  S.  C.  7  Am.  R.  W. 
Reps.  392. 

8  Clark  V.  Barnwell,  12  How.  272. 

*  McMillan  et  al.  v.  The  Mich.  S.  & 
N.  Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Mich.  79. 

*  Welch  r.  The  Boston  &  Albany  R. 
R.  Co.,  41  Conn.  8.8:^;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R. 
W.  Reps.  95;  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Lockwood,  17  Wall.  %7;  Nashville  & 
Chattanooga  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Jackson,  6 
Heisk.  271,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  54. 
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does  not  prevent  the  making  of  special  contracts,  evidenced  bv 
bill  of  lading  or  otherwise,  limiting  their  liability  for  losses  and 
injury,  except  as  against  their  own  negligence  or  wrong  act;  but 
on  tlie  contrary,  such  agreements,  voluntarily  or  freely  and  know- 
ingly entered  into  on  the  part  of  shippers,  whatever  or  how- 
ever small  the  consideration  therefor  may  be,  if  not  in  itself 
illegal,  will  be  enforced,  in  the  absence  of  mistake  or  fraud,  and 
wlieve  there  is  no  statutory  law  prohibiting  the  same.* 

In  the  case  cited  from  49  Ind.,  St.  Louis  &  S.  E.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
S:auck  et  als.y  supra^  there  was  a  shipment  of  wheat  from  St. 
Louis,  over  the  South  Eastern  Railway,  for  Cannelton,  Indiana. 
The  bill  of  lading  contained  a  clause  exempting  the  railroad 
company  from  losses  occurring  on  the  lakes  or  rivers,  not  attrib- 
utable to  its  negligence.  The  wheat  arrived  safely  at  Evansville, 
en.  route^  from  which  place  it  was,  in  the  usual  course  of  trans- 
])ortation,  to  proceed  by  boat.  The  company  placed  the  wheat 
upon  its  wharf  boat  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  packet,  and  for 
transportation  thereon.  Whilst  so  in  waiting  on  the  wharf  boat, 
the  wharf  boat  sank,  from  cause  not  shbwn.  The  railroad  corn- 
pan}'  were  held  liable  for  the  loss,  on  the  ground,  as  the  court 
decided,  that  exemption  from  losses  on  river  or  lake  meant  in 
course  of  transportation  thereon,  and  that  the  exemption  had  not 
attached  at  the  time  of  the  loss;  for  that  the  property  \vas  merely 
on  the  river  as  a  convenient  place  of  storage,  and  not  so  in  course 
of  transit. 

Limitation  or  exemption  from  liability  of  the  carrier  of  goods 
to  a  connecting  line,  to  be  by  the  latter  forwarded,  inures  as 
well  to  the  latter  as  the  former.'*  But  no  limitation  or  exemp- 
tion is  permitted  as  against  injuries  or  loss  arising  from  the  car- 
rier's own  negligence,  on  either  the  one  line  or  the  other.*  • 


*  McMillan  et  at.  r.  Mich.  S.  &  N. 
Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Mich.  79;  Welch 
r.  The  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  41 
Conn.  833;  S.  C.  G  Am.  R.  W.  Reps. 
95;  Mich.  S.  &  N.  Indiana  R.  R.  Co. 
t'.  Heaton,  37  Ind.  44S;  St.  Louis  & 
S.  E.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Smuck  et  al.,  49  Ind. 
302;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R.  W.  Reps.  209; 
but  by  the  case  last  cited,  it  is  ruled 
that  such  limitation  is  to  be  strictly 
construed. 


2  Manhattan  Oil  Co.  v.  Camden  & 
Amboy  R.  R.  &  Trans.  Co.,  54  N.  Y. 
197;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  W.  Reps.  189. 

^Condict  et  al.  v.  The  Grand  Ti-unk 
R.  W.  Co.,  54  N.  Y.  500;  S.  C.  6  Am. 
R.  W.  Reps.  410;  McMillan  et  ah.  v, 
Mich.  S.  &  N.  Indiana  R.  R.  Co.,  16 
Mich.  79;  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  & 
Northern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Piper,  13  Kans. 
505,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  204. 
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7.  Acceptance  of  bill  of  lading  by  shipper. — In  the  langnnge 
of  Day,  Justice,  a  bill  of  lading,  like  a  deed  poll,  and  many 
otlier  classes  of  contracts,  i^  signed  by  one  party  only,  and  in 
snch  case  the  evidence  of  assent  npon  the  part  of  the  other  party 
usually  consists  in  his  accepting  and  acting  upon  it;  and  the 
evidence  of  assent  derived  from  his  acceptance  of  the  contract 
without  objection  is  usually  conclusive/  It  seems  to  be  a  well 
settled  rule,  that  the  acceptance  of  a  bill  of  lading  without  ob- 
jection; and  clear  of  fraud  or  mistake,  with  limitations  of  liability 
in  it  not  inconsistent  with  the  law,  will  be  binding  on  the  ship- 
per. Mere  oversight  is  no  excuse;  the  courts  can  not  guard  a 
party  against  his  own  carelessness.*  The  principle  here  laid 
down  is  not  to  be  understood  as  applying  to  cases  where  the 
goods  had  been  received,  and  were  already  in  transit,  at  the  time 
of  delivering  the  bill  of  lading,  without  any  oral  indication  pre- 
viously made  of  any  intended  limitation,  as  in  the  case  of  Bost- 
wick  V.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R  R  Co.,  45  N.  Y.  712  {supra,  No,  2 
of  this  chapter);  in  such  cases  the  shipper  may  be  allowed  to 
infer,  on  receiving  the  instrument,  that  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  general  rules  of  law  upon  the  subject;  and,  indeed,  has  no 
alternative  between  taking  what  is  offered  him  or  no  evidence 
of  his  consignment  at  all,  as  the  goods  have  passed  out  of  his 
control. 

In  Illinois'  it  has  been  held,  but,  as  Justice  Day  pertinently 
remarks,*  contrary  to  the  weight  of  authority,  that  the  question 
of  receivino^  with  knowledi^e  of  the  limitation  and  of  assent 
thereto  are  for  the  jury  to  decide. 


>  MuUipan  v.  The  III.  Cent.  Ry. 
Co.,  36  Iowa,  181;  S.  C  2  Am.  R.  W. 
Reps.  322. 

'Mulligan  v.  The  111.  Cent.  Ry. 
Co.,  36  Iowa,  181;  McMillan  r.  Mich. 
S.  &  N.  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Mich.  80; 
Kallman  v.  U.  S.  Express  Co.,  3  Kan- 
sas, 205;  Dorr  v.  New  Jersey  Steam 
Nav.  Co.,  11  N.  Y.  491;  Morrison  v. 


Phillips  &  Colby  Const.  Co.,  44  Wis. 
405,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  312;  Merchants' 
Disp.  &  Transp,  Co.  v.  Moore,  88  111. 
136,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  293. 

*  American  Merchants'  Union  Ex- 
press Co.  V.  Schier,  55  III.  140. 

*Mulligran  v.  111.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  36 
Iowa,  181 ;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W,  Reps. 
822,  329,  330. 
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Section. 

H'^n^^rul  consignment   ...      1 

CoHilitional  or  special  consign- 
ment     2 

When  terms  of  consignment  may 
be  waived  ....      8 

I>ir'ction  and  misdirection  of  the 


Section. 

goodn 4 

Sait  for  lost  goods;  in  whose  name 

to  be  brought  .  .  .  •  o 
Limited  liability  .  •  •  .  6 
Release  of  damages  by  consignor      7 


1.  General  consignment. — A  general  consignment  of  goods 
to  be  carried  is,  as  between  the  consignor  and  consignee,  ^W/zia 
fane,  evidence  of  ownership  of  the  goods  in  the  consignee,  and 
oi  his  right  to  the  receipt  and  possession  thereof  at  the  place  of 
delivery  to  which  they  are  consigned,  upon  payment  of  the 
frei;^ht  and  other  charges  legally  incident  to  the  transportation 
thereof,  or  for  which  they  are  legally  liable.'  These  rights  of 
the  consignee,  however,  are  subject  to  the  consignor's  right  of 
8t<)p])age  hi  tranaituS^^  proper  cause,  up  to  the  time  of  the  actual 
delivery  of  the  goods  to  the  consignee.' 

Bat  the  presumption  of  ownership  in  the  consignee  is  not 
conclusive,  to  the  extent  of  preventing  the  contrary  thereof  be- 
ing sliown  under  suitable  circumstances;*  as,  for  instance,  if  the 
goods  be  seized  as  the  property  of  the  consignee,  it  may  never- 
theless be  shown,  if  such  be  the  fact,  that  the  real  ownership  is 
in  the  consignor/  And  so,  in  like  manner,  wherever  the  real 
ownership  comes  in  question  in  a  judicial  proceeding  between 
these  parties — that  is,  the  consignor  and  consignee  themselves — 
or  between  them  or  one  of  them  and  a  third  party,  the  real  own- 


*  McEwen  v.  The  Jofrersonville,  Mad- 
ison &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Ind. 
.".^H;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  216;  Sawyer  v, 
Joslin,  20  Vt.  172,  178. 

-  McEwen  v.  The  Jefferson ville, 
Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.,  %\ 
Ind.  368;    S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  216,  220; 


Sawyer  r.  Joalin,  20  Vt.  172. 

•  McEwen  v.  The  Jeffersonville,  Mad- 
ison &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  83  Ind.  368; 
Johnson  t?.  New  York  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co.,  a*^  N.Y.  610;  Sawyer  r.  Joalin,  20 
Vt.  172,  178. 

*  Sawyer  r.  Joslin,  20  Vt  172,  178. 
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ersliip  of  the  property,  if  in  question,  may  be  shown,  subject  to 
the  usual  rules  of  ownership.^  For  sometimes  the  consignee  is 
but  the  agent,  factor,  or  even  the  mere  clerk  or  servant  of  the 
consignor,'  and  yet,  in  the  course  of  confidential  trust  and  busi- 
ness purposes,  tlie  consignment  to  liim  is  general,  there  being 
no  need  of  restrictive  clauses  in  a  bill  of  lading  between  persons 
bearing  such  relations  toward  each  other  as  are  in  some  cases 
otherwise  resorted  to  for  the  safety  of  the  consignor,  and  are 
termed  conditional  or  special  consignments,  and  which  will  next 
be  considered. 

The  person  to  whom  the  goods  shipped  are  to  be  ultimately 
delivered,  without  restrictive  words  as  to  ownership,  is  the  real 
consignee,  and  not  the  one  to  whose  care  they  are  directed.  Or, 
in  the  language  of  Kobertson,  J.:  '*  When  goods  are  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  care  of  one  person  for  another  as  owner,  the  latter 
is  the  consignee."" 

Where  the  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu  exists  in  the  vender 
of  godds  consigned  to  a  railroad  company  to  be  carried,  and  that 
right  is  shown  to  have  been  duly  exercised,  it  will  override  the 
rights  of  attaching  creditors,  whose  writs  of  attachment  are  lev- 
ied upon  the  same  goods.*  If,  upon  such  attachment  proceed- 
ings, the  vendors  intervene,  and  succeed  in  establishing  their 
right  to  stop  the  goods  in  transitu^  and  before  final  deternjination 
thereof  the  goods  be  sold  by  the  officer,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
will  be  adjudged  to  such  vendors,  and  so  ordered  by  the  court  to 
be  applied,  to  their  full  extent,  and  the  attaching  creditors  will 
be  taxed  with  the  costs  of  the  proceeding.* 

The  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu  is  held,  in  Louisiana,  to  ex- 
ist as  well  where  the  insolvency  of  the  buyer  occurred  before, 
as  after  the  sale  of  the  goods,  if  the  vendor  is  ignorant  thereof 
at  the  time  of  selling  and  shipping  the  same.  The  suprenie 
court  of  that  state,  in  the  leading  case  above  cited,  review  the 
doctrine,  and  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such  is  the  more  cor- 
rect principle  deducible  from  the  authorities.' 

» Sawyer  r.  Joslin,  20  Vt.  172,  178.  *  Blum  &  Co.  v.  Marks,  21  La.  An. 

'McEwen  v.   JefFersonville,   Madi-  268. 

son  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Ind.  *Blum  &  Co.  v.  Marks,  21  La.  An. 

368;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  216.  219.  268. 

3  JeffVrsonville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  White;  •  Blum  &  Co.  v.  Marks,  21  La.  An. 

6  Bush,  251.  268. 
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"Where  the  plaintiff  contracted  to  purchase  cider,  for  wLich  he 
was  to  and  did  furnish  casks,  which  were  duly  filled  and  deliv- 
ered at  the  station,  but  were  not  marked,  it  was  held  that  the 
title  thereto  remained  in  the  vendor,  and  the  liability  of  the 
railroad  company  was  that  of  a  warehouseman.'     Under  a  simi- 
lar contract  made  with  another  person,  the  cider  was  delivered 
.properly  marked.     It  was  held  the  railroad  company  was  liable 
to  the  vendor  for  the  loss  of  the  cider  by  fire;  and  that  the  sub- 
sequent acceptance  by  the  plaintiff  (the  vendee)  of  other  cider 
under  the  contract,  and  paynjent  for  that  destroyed,  did  not  re- 
late back  so  as  to  vest  the  title  in  him  at  the  time  of  the  loss, 
but  opemted  as  an  assignment  of  the  cause  of  action,  which  was 
permitted  to  be  set  up  by  amendment  of  the  complaint  at  the 
trial."    Where,  however,  the  shipper  was  under  contract  to  erect 
a  building  for  the  consignees,  living  in  another  town,  and  fur- 
nish it  with  machinery,  for  a  gross  sum,  the  consignees  paying 
freight  on  the  machinery,  it  was  held  the  shipper  might  main- 
tain an  action  for  injury  to  it  in  transit.' 

2.     Conditional  or  special  consignment. — So  a  special  or  con- 
ditional consignment  of  goods  to  be  carried  is  jytima  facie  evi- 
dence of  ownership  thereof  in  the  consignee,  if  such  ownership 
is  not  negatived  in  efi'ect  by  the  terms  thereof,  and  is  tuXso  jrrirna 
facie  evidence  of  his  right  to  receive  and  possess  the  same  at 
the  designated  place  of  delivery  to  which  they  are  directed  (sub- 
ject, however,  to  the  right  of  stopjiage  in  transitu)^  upon  pay- 
ment of  the  freii'iits  and  charges  lei!:allv  incident  to  their  trans- 
portation  and  keeping,  and  upon  performance  of  the  conditions 
or  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  bill  of  lading,  and  not  other- 
wise; as  where  a  consignment  was  made,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
consignee  on  payment  of  freight  and  presentment  by  him  of 
the  duplicate  of  the  bill  of  lading,  the  property  being  delivered 
to  the  consignee  without  presentation  of  the  duplicate  of  the  bill 
of  lading,  the  company  were  held  liable  for  the  same  in  an  ac- 
tion by  the  consignor.     It  is   the  right  of  the  shipper,  say  the 
court,  in  naming  a  consignee,  to  subject  the  delivery  of  the  goods 
to  him   to  any  condition   the  consignor  may  desire.     In   such 
case,  the  carrier  is  the  agent  of  the  shipper,  and  it  is  his  duty 

J  O'Neill  V.   New  York  Central   &  ^  Ihld, 

Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,   60  N.  Y.  "Rosa  v.  Troy  &  Boston  R.  R.  Co., 

l:;S,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  121.  49  Vt.  364,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  203. 
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"  to  observe  the  instructions  of  his  principal.  And  when  he 
disregards  them,  he  assumes  a  responsibility  by  which  he  him- 
self must  abide." ' 

This  stipulation  in  the  bill  of  lading,  for  delivery  on  payment 
of  freight,  will  so  far  bind  the  carrier,  in  case  the  consignee  be 
really  the  owner  of  the  goods,  as  to  discharge  the  consignor 
from  liability  for  the  freight,  in  case  it  be  not  paid  by  the  con- 
signee, and  yet  the  goods  be  delivered  to  him;'  but  if  the  con- 
signment be,  as  between  the  two,  for  the  benefit  of  the  consign- 
or, and  thus  the  consignee  be  but  the  agent,  in  fact,  of  the  con- 
signor, to  receive  the  goods  and  pay  the  freight,  then  if  this 
freight  be  not  p«iid  by  the  consignee,  the  consignor  is  liable 
tlierefor  to  the  carrier,  and  will  be  made  to  pay  the  same.* 

The  reason  of  the  rule,  and  the  necessity  of  enforcement 
thereof,  requiring  the  terms  of  the  bill  of  lading  to  be  complied 
with,  as  a  condition  to  the  discharge  of  the  carrier,  are  clearly 
seen  in  cases  of  consignment,  as  a  sale  to  the  consignee,  covered 
by  a  corresponding  draft  in  favor  of  some  third  j)erson  or  insti- 
tution, accompanied  by  the  duplicate  of  the  bill  of  lading,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  consignee  as  evidence  of  his  right  to  receive  the 
g.)ods,  upon  payment  of  the  draft.  In  such  case,  non-payment 
of  the  draft  for  the  purchase  money  requires  the  withholding  of 
the  duplicate  bill  of  lading  b}-  the  carrier,  as  the  only  means  of 
protection  to  the  consignor,  so  as  to  prevent  the  delivery  of  the 
goods  unpaid  for.*  And  so  as  to  a  consignment,  as  is  customary, 
by  express,  accompanied  by  an  account  or  draft  for  the  purchase 
money  of  the  article  consigned,  to  collect  on  delivery;  the  re- 
ceipt of  property  thus  consigned  subjects  the  carrier  to  compli- 
ance with  the  terms  thereof  at  his  peril.* 

Though,  as  has  hereinbefore  been  stated  in  this  connection, 
the  bill  of  lading,  on  a  general  consignment,  \%  2)rima  facie  evi- 
dence of  property  in  the  consignee,  and  of  his  right  to  the 
goods,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  conclusive;  for  in   many  cases  the 

>McEwen     v.    The    Jeffersonville,  368. 

Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.,  .3;3  "McEwen    v,    Jeffersonville,  Madi- 

Ind.  :%8;    S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  '^16;   John-  son  &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Ind.  368. 

son  t?.  N.  York  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  33  N.  *  McEwen    v.   Jeffersonville,  Madi- 

Y.   610;    Steamboat    John  Owen    v.  Fon  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Ind. 

Johnson,  2  Ohio  St.  142.                      ^  36S. 

*  McEwen  r.  Jeffei-sonville,  Madison  *  McEwen   v,   Jeffersonville,  Madi- 

&  Indianapolis   R.  R.  Co.,   33  Ind.  son  &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Ind.  868. 


1328  THE  LAW  OF  RAILWAYS. 

consis^nee  is  but  the  a2:ent  of  the  consii^nor,  and  receives  the 
goods  for  his  benefit,  and,  therefore,  enhject  to  his  control,* 

If  the  consii^nee  decline  to  receive  the  goods  npon  the  terms 
of  consignment,  it  becomes  tlie  duty  of  the  carrier  to  safely 
warehouse  them  for  the  consignor,'  and  perhaps  to  notify  him 
thereof. 

Though  a  consignment  be  to  the  consignee  as  commission 
mercliant,  of  goods  to  sell  on  commission  for  the  benefit  of  the 
consignor,  yet  if  the  consignor  contemporaneously  draw  on  the 
consignee  for  funds  on  the  credit  of  the  consignment,  accompany- 
ing the  draft  with  the  bill  of  lading  or  shipping  receipt  for  tlie 
goods,  such  special  pro])erty  in  the  goods  is  thereby  vested  in 
the  consignee  as  will  take  precedence  over  a  levy  thereon  as  for 
a  debt  of  the  consignor,  made  after  the  acceptance  of  the  draft 
by  the  consignee;'  this,  too,  notwithstanding  there  be  no  con- 
sideration for  the  draft  as  between  the  drawer  and  payee,  if  it  be 
paid  or  accepted  in  good  faith  by  the  consignee.*  Tlie  bill  of 
lading  or  sliipping  receipt,'  in  such  cases,  is  a  symbol  of  the  goods: 
and  the  delivery  thereof,  with  intent  to  transfer  the  property  or 
an  interest  therein,  is  in  law  a  symbolical  delivery  of  the  goods, 
vesting  the  property  in  the  payee  of  the  draft,  for  the  use  of  the 
consignee,  in  case  of  his  acceptance  and  payment,  in  due  time 
thereafter,  of  the  draft;  and  such  acceptance  confers  a  lien  for 
whatever  is  thereafter  in  good  faith  paid  on  the  draft.* 

3.  When  conditions  or  terms  of  consignment  may  or  may 
not  be  waived. — And  tliough  such  requirements,  if  anj',  as  are 
merely  for  the  security  or  benefit  of  the  consignee,  may  be 
waived  by  him,  on  delivery  of  the  property,  and  the  delivery 
will  in  that  resyject  be  legal,  and  will,  if  otherwise  right,  dis- 
charge the  carrier,*  yet  stipulations  in  the  bill  of  lading  tending 
to  the  security  of,  and  for  the  benefit  of,  the  consignor,  may  not 
be  waived  by  the  consignee,  or  disregarded  by  the  carrier;  and 

*  McEwpn    V.    Jeffersonville,  Madi-      111.321. 

Bon  &  Indiana!  ol is  R.  R.  Co.,  IS3  Ind.  *Mich.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Phillips 

368  €t  a/.,  60  111.  190;   Gibson  r.  Stevens, 

*  McEwen  r.  Jeffersonville,  Madi-  8  How.  384;  First  Nat.  Bank  r.  Dear- 
son  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Ind.  born,  115  Mass.  219;  Holbrook  v. 
368.  Wipht,  24  Wend.  169. 

^Peters  et  al.  v.  Elliott  et  aZ.,  78  •  McEwen  v.  Jeffersonville,  Madi- 
111.  321.  son  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.,  83  Ind. 

*  Peters  et  al.  v.  Elliott  et  al,  78      368, 
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if  disregarded,  and  delivery  be  made  without  their  performance 
or  fulfillment,  the  carrier  becomes  liable,  in  an  action  for  the 
property,  to  the  consignor." 

4.  Direction  and  misdirection  of  the  goods. — It  devolves 
npon  the  shipper  or  consignor  of  goods  to  so  mark  their  desti- 
nation and  course  of  carriage  as  shall  leave  no  ambiguity  or  un- 
certainty, not  only  as  to  what  is  the  place  of  destination,  but 
also  as  to  where  such  place  is  situated,  with  such  reasonable 
degree  of  certainty  as  shall  leave  no  gronnd  for  mistake  or  error 
in  the  carriage  thereof,  and  as  shall  plainly  indicate  to  the  car- 
rier, not  only  the  name  of  the  consignee  and  place  of  destina- 
tion, but  also  where  the  same  is  situate;  and  if  the  direction 
be  such  as  to  mislead,  or  be  liable  to  mislead,  the  carrier,  or  as 
not  sufficiently  to  protect  him  against  error,  and  the  goods  be 
carried  to  a  wrong  place,  and  by  reason  thereof  be  lost,  the  car- 
rier will  not  be  responsible  for  the  same.' 

But  when  goods  delivered  for  transportation  are  properly 
marked.  anH  they  be  misdirected  by  the  company's  agent  in  the 
way  bill — as,  for  instance,  the  goods  being  plainly  marked  and 
consigned  to  "J.  Weil  &  Brothers,"  and  they  be  billed  and  sent 
by  the  company  to  "T.  Weil  &  Company" — and  being  called  for 
at  the  place  of  destination  after  their  arrival  by  the  proper  con- 
signees, and  not  by  them  obtained,they  remain  in  the  possession 
of  the  company  and  are  afterward  destroj^ed  by  fire,  the  company 
are  liable  for  the  loss.'  In  the  case  here  cited,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Wisconsin,  Cole,  Justice,  say:  '*  It  seems  to  us  a  very 
l)Iain  ground  of  liability,  to  hold  the  company  responsible  for  the 
negligence  and  mistake  of  the  agent  in  failing  to  enter  upon  the 
way-bill  tliC  names  of  the  proper  consignees."  * 

Kailroad  companies,  as  common  carriers,  are  not  chargeable  with 
knowledgeof  the  arbitrary  or  abbreviated  private  marks  of  consign- 
ees of  goods  confided  to  them  for  carriage,  by  the  mere  fact  of  hav- 
ing, on  previous  occasions,  sometimes  carried  goods  thus  marked 
to  the  same  parties;  and  therefore  when  articles  arrive  at  their 

KcEwen   v.   Jefferson villc;  Madi-  Am.  R.  164. 

son  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Ind.  ^  Meyer  v.  Chi.  &  Northwestern  R. 

868;  Johnson  v.  N.  York  Cent.  R.  R.  W.  Co.,  24  Wis.  ,566;  S.  C.  1  Am.  R. 

Co..  83  N.  Y.  610.  207;    Tlie  Jeffersonvilie  R.  R.  Co.  v. 

«Congar  v.  The  Chi.  &  Northwest-  Cotton,  29  Ind.  498. 

em   Ry.  Co.,   24  Wis.   157;    S.  C.  1  * 24  Wis.  567. 
84 
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destination  with  no  other  evidences  of  ownership  thereon,  it  is 
not  only  the  privilege  but  the  dut}'  of  the  company  havin«: 
charge  thereof,  to  store  them  until  called  for  and  identified;'  and 
being  so  stored,  the  relation  of  carrier  ceases,  and  that  of  ware- 
houseman takes  its  place.  A  corporation  has  no  loeroory,  and 
is  not  chargeable  with  that  of  its  agents,  at  least  until  their 
memory  is  shown  to  have  continued  in  regard  to  the  transac- 
tion; and  moreover,  as  the  agents  are  constantly  liable  to 
change,  identity  of  agency  must  also  be  shown,  as  well  as  recol- 
lection in  regard  to  former  transactions,  in  order  to  charge  the 
company.' 

5.  Salt  for  loss  of  goods — In  whose  name  to  be  brought. — 
Notwithstanding  the  consignor  has  a  lien  of  an  equitable  nature, 
and  the  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu  as  to  the  goods,  in  certain 
cases,  during  their  transit,  yet  in  case  the  goods  be  lost,  the  riglit 
of  action  therefor  is  in  the  consignee,  and  the  action  must  ordi- 
narily be  brought  in  his  name;'  and  this,  too,  whether  the 
goods  be  sold  on  a  credit  or  for  cash  payment,  for  by  implica- 
tion of  law  the  consignee  \%  prima  fade  the  owner,  and  althongli 
it  may  be  shown  otherwise  as  between  the  consignor  and  con- 
signee, yet  in  the  light  of  the  law,  if  nothing  is  shown  to  the 
contrary  by  way  of  special  consignment,  the  consignee  is  to  be 
regarded  by  the  carrier  as  owner/ 

Railroad  companies  are  bound  to  carry  for  all  alike,  and  the 
obligation  of  carriage,  as  to  the  consignee,  is  to  deliver  to  him 
the  goods  at  their  appointed  destination,  in  a  reasonable  time, 
from  which  only  the  act  of  God  or  of  the  public  enemy,  or  the 
conduct  of  the  owner,  will  relieve  the  company;*  but  tbe  com- 
pany is  not  bound  to  deliver  at  the  consignee'^  place  of  busi- 
ness.*    Temporary  obstructions  of  carriage,  however  unforeseen, 


»The  Great  Western  Ry.  Co.  of 
Canada  v.  Wheeler,  20  Mich.  (2 
Clarke),  419. 

'^  Great  Western  Ry.  Co.  of  Canada 
r.  Wheeler,  20  Mich.  (2  Clarke),  419. 

3  Sawyer  v,  Joslin,  20  Vt.  172,  181; 
Webb  r.  Winter,  1  Cal.  417;  Griffith 
r.  Ingledew,  6  Sergt.  &  R.  429;  South- 
em  Exp.  Co.  V.  Caperton,  44  Ala.  101; 
Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Holderman,  69 
Ind.  18;  S.  C.  1  Am.  and  Eng.  R,  R. 
Cas.  285. 


♦Sawyer  v.  Joslin.  20  Vt.  172,  181 . 

*  Vicksburg  &  Meridian  R.  R,  Co.  r. 
Ragsdale,  46  Miss.  4.'>8. 

®  Vicksburg  &  Meridian  R.  R.  Co. 
v.  Ragsdale,  46  Miss.  458;  New  Or- 
leans, Jackson  &  Great  Northern  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Tyson,  46  Miss.  729.  But  if 
it  be  the  custom  to  give  notice  of  the 
arrival,  it  must  do  so,  or  be  liable  for 
loss  by  detention;  but  not  as  for  the 
goods:  76. 
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and  therefore  not  reasonably  required  to  be  provided  for,  do  not 
amount  to  a  breach  of  such  obligation;  but  the  duty  of  perform- 
ing must  be  resumed,  in  good  faith,  as  soon  as  tlie  temporary 
cause  of  delay  is  so  obviated  as  to  render  it  practicable  to  per- 
form.* 

It  results  from  this  obligation  that  the  right  of  action,  as  a 
general  principle,  for  a  breach  of  the  contract  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  goods,  is  in  the  consignee;  for  that  he  is  regarded  in  law 
as  the  prima  facie  owner. of  the  property,  or  else  as  having  a 
special  ownership  therein.'  But  this  presumption  of  law  may 
be  rebutted,  and  the  ownership  be  proven  to  be  in  the  consignor, 
when  such  is  the  case;  and  in  such  case  he  may  maintain  the 
action,*  unless,  we  will  add,  compensation  lias  been  made  to  the 
consignee  by  the  company  for  the  same,  without  notice  of  the 
ri<rhts  of  the  consisjnor:  for  if  the  law  rcMrds  the  consi^jnee  as 
owner,  then  it  follows  that  he  may  be  treated  as  such. 

Dama<yes  in  actions  for  breach  of  the  contract  of  affreio^ht- 
ment,  in  not  delivering  in  a  reasonable  time,  do  not  include  or 
consist  in  loss  of  profits,  unless  ascertained  to  an  actual  certainty, 
and  only  then  in  case  of  notice  to  the  company  at  the  inception 
of  the  contract,  or  reasonable  inference  thereof,  from  the  nature 
of  the  transaction,  that  such  damage  would  ensue  from  failure  to 
perform.*  Such  as  naturally  results  from  the  breach,  in  case  lia- 
bility is  made  out,  may  be  proven  under  general  plead^ings;  but 
special  damages,  or  causes  thereof,  must  be  set  forth  in  the  plead- 
ings.*  And  contracts  in  Mississippi  limiting  liability  are  pro- 
hibited by  statute;  and  the  inhibition  is  held  to  be  constitu- 
tional.' 


*  Vicksburg  &  Meridian  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Raj^sdale,  46  Miss.  458. 

=*  The  East  Tenn.  &  Geo.  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Nelson,  1  Cold.  272. 

»The  East  Tenn.  &  Geo.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Nelson,  1  Cold.  272.  Such  owner- 
ship must  be  allej^ed:  Penn.  Co.  i?. 
Holderman,  svpra, 

*  Vicksburg  &  Meridian  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Ragsdale,  46  Miss.  458;  East  Tenn. 
&  Geo.  R.  R.  Co.  t;.  Nelson,  1  Cold. 
272.  But  if  there  be  a  special  contract 
for  delivery  on  time,  there  is  then 
liability  for  expected  profits,  if  it  be 


shown  that  they  would  have  been  real- 
ized if  there  had  been  timely  delivery, 
and  that  they  were  lost  by  reason  of 
the  delay:  East  Tenn.  &  Geo.  K.  R. 
Co.  V.  Nelson,  supra. 

*  Vicksburg  &  Meridian  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Ragsdale,  46  Miss.  458. 

»  Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  c.  Franks, 
41  Miss.  494.  Railroad  companies  are 
held  in  that  state  to  a  common  law 
liability  as  common  carriers ,*irresppct- 
ive  of  contracts  in  limitation  thereof 
or  exemption  therefrom :  lb. 
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But  notwithstanding  this  general  rule,  yet  it  is  a  principle  of 
law  equally  obligatory,  that  the  real  party  in  whom  the  actual 
legal  interest  is  vested  may  sue  for  loss  or  injury  of  the  same;* 
and,  therefore,  the  real  owner  may. in  some  cases  show  sucli 
ownership  and  maintain  his  action,  instead  of  the  consignee  or 
prima  facie  owner  of  the  property.'  And  the  company  can  not 
restrict  the  right  of  action  to  cases  wherein  a  claim  for  the  loss 
is  made  within  a  given  number  of  days;  it  is  against  the  policy 
of  the  law  to  allow  a  party  to  make. limitations  of  time  for  him- 
self." 

In  the  case  of  Sanford  and  another  v.  The  Housatonic  Kail- 
road  Company,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts  hold  that 
the  proper  plaintiflF,  in  an  action  against  a  common  carrier  for 
the  loss  of  goods  consigned  to  be  carried,  and  when  received  by 
the  consignee  to  be  8«/ld  by  him,  is  the  consignor.*  That  was 
a  case  in  which  it  was  made  to  appear  that  the  goods  were  con- 
signed to  the  coui^ignce  for  him  to  sell;  and  the  court,  in  deter- 
mining the  case,  say  that  they  were  shown  to  have  belonged  to 
the  plaintiffs,  and  to  have  been  delivered  by  them  to  the  carrier. 
So  this  case  is  well  enough,  standing  on  its  own  merits,  and  does 
not  militate  against  the  general  rule,  that  in  the  absence  of  evi- 
dence to  tli^  contrary,  the  right  of  action  is  in  the  consignee. 

6.  Limited  liability. — Limited  liability  of  the  company,  if 
agreed  to  or  accepted  by  the  consignor  at  the  time  of  making  a 
consignment,  is  binding  on  all  parties  in  interest,  if  shown  by 
the  bill  of  lading  or  receipt  given  for  the  goods,  and  the  terms 
thereof  be  not  in  contravention  of  the  law.* 


'  Southern  Express  Co.  t?.  Caporton, 
44  Ala.  101;  Hooper  r.  Chicago  «fe  N. 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  27  Wis.  81. 

'Jones  V.  Sims  &  Scott,  6  Porter, 
13S;  Southern  Express  Co.  v.  Caper- 
ton,  44  Ala.  101;  Barrett  v.  Roprers,  7 
Mass.  297;  Hooper  c.  Chicago  &  N. 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  27  Wis.  81. 

*  Southern  Express  Co.  p.  Caperton, 
44  Ala.  101. 

*  Sanford  and  another  v.  Housa- 
tonic Railroad  Co., '11  Cush.  155.  In 
Cobb  V.  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  8S  111. 
894,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  317,  it  is  hold 
that  where,  upon  goods  being  shipped 


to  a  purchaser  thereof,  the  consiprnor 
forwards  the  bill  of  lading  and  draws 
upon  the  purchaser  for  the  price,  re- 
ceiving payment  therefor,  the  title 
vests  in  the  purchaser;  but  the  ac- 
ceptance and  payment  of  drafts  drawn 
on  general  account  will  not  have  that 
effect.  The  objection  may  be  taken 
under  the  general  issue:  Ib'xd. 

*  Chicago  &  Aurora  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Thompson,  19  111.  578;  Am.  Expi-ess 
Co.  r.  Perkins,  42  111.  4.^)8;  Anchor 
Line  v.  Knowles,  66  Tl.  150;  Oppen- 
heimor  k  Co.  v.  U.  S.  Express  Co.,  69 
111.  62. 
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If  the  consignor  accept  a  bill  of  lading  in  which  exceptions 
are  made  exempting  the  carrier  from  loss  by  tire,  witli  fair  knowl- 
edge on  his  part  of  such  stipulation,  and  without  objection,  lie 
will  be  bound  thereby,  unless  as  to  fires  and  loss  occurring  by 
the  negligence  of  the  carrier.* 

If  the  railroad  company  has  excepted  damage  from  any  par- 
ticular cause,  it  must  clearly  appear  that  the  exception  is  the 
sole  and  proximate  cause  of  the  damage,  without  negligence  on 
tl)e  part  of  the  carrier.* 

The  terms  of  a  receipt  or  bill  of  lading  given  by  a  transporta- 
tion company  for  goods  to  transport,  when  such  terms  are  not 
objectionable  in  point  of  law,  are  binding  on  the  consignor  or 
shipper  who  accepts  the  same  with  knowledge  of  the  conditions 
expressed  therein;'  and  such  knowledge  will  be  presumed,  if 
nothing  either  way  appear,  from  the  fact  of  great  familiarit}^  of 
the  shipper  with  the  terms  of  the  company,  arising  from  fre- 
quent previous  shipments  through  the  company,  and  from  pos- 
session by  the  shipper  of  a  blank  receipt  book,  used  to  being 
filled  in  at  various  times  by  such  shipper  for  the  signature  of  the 
company,  upon  delivering  goods  for  shipment.*  Hence,  the  de- 
livery of  goods  for  carriage  of  greater  value  than  the  amount 
for  which  liability  of  the  company  is  in  such  receipt  limited, 
without  making  known  such  value,  and  the  taking  therefor  a 
receipt  limiting  liability  to  a  lesser  amount  than  the  real  value 
of  the  goods  so  delivered,  will  bar  the  right  of  recovery  for  any 
sum  over  that  limited  in  the  bill  of  lading,  in  case  of  loss.* 

Moreover,  justice  and  fair  dealing  requires  of  persons  deliv- 
ering goods  for  transportation  a  true  statement  of  the  nature 
and  probable  value  of  the  property  so  consigned;  and  there- 
fore, upon  general  principles,  and  aside  from  such  stipulations 
and  limitations  in  the  bill  of  lading  or  receipt,  the  suppression 
of  the  true  value,  whereby  transportation  is  obtained  for  a  less 

*  Anchor  Line  v,  Knowles,  66  III.  * Oppenheimer  A  Co.  r.  U.S. Express 
150.  Co.,  69  111.  62.    But  it  is  otherwise  as 

*  Read  v.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  &  to  loss  occasioned  by  negligrence  of  the 
Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo.  199,  9  carrier;  for  such  he  is  liable  in  the 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  201.  real  value;  and  it  does  not  affect  such 

*  Oppenheimer  &  Co.  r.  U.  S.  Ex-  liability  that  carriage  for  a  less  sum 
press  Co.,  69  111.  62.  was  obtained  thereby:  United  States 

*  Oppenheimer  &  Co.  v,  U.  S.  Ex-  Exp.  Co.  v,  Backman,  28  Ohio  St. 
press  Co.,  69  111.  62.  144,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  b2. 
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cLarire  than  if  the  v&:ne  be  made  fiillv  kDOwn,  is  frandnlent,  and 
will  deprive  tLe  oonsi^^nur  of  tLe  ri^bi  of  recovery  for  flie  goods, 
if  lost,  for  a  larger  vaioe  than  the  price  paid  for  fineight  thereof 
iDdicate&' 

7.  Release  of  damages  bj  consisnor. — A  release  of  damages 
to  property  carried,  executed  by  the  s".i:j>].>er,  for  vahie,  releases 
the  company,  ahhour:h  he  in  fact  l»e  but  the  airent  of  some  one 
else  in  sh-ippiiii;:  the  px^ds,  providtxl  his  true  character  as  agent 
be  n  Ilk  I]  own  to  the  com}^ny  at  tlie  time  of  liijuidating  the  mat- 
ter;* and  tliomrh  tlicre  be  not  anv  ttsj'iinical  release  as  to  form, 
vet  a  written  contract  emlKnivinir  suitable  terms  of  release  is  all 
that  is  required  in  that  resjX'ct.*  iIonx»ver,  as  to  the  power  of 
the  ship]>er  to  release,  if  the  true  owner  claim  the  benefit  of  the 
shipment,  as  having  been  made  for  him,  and  in  his  behalf,  by 
the  ostensibie  shij«per,  tlucn  he  thereby  recognizes  the  right  of 
tlie  shipper  to  act  as  his  agent,  and  is  l>ound  by  his  action.* 

"  Chi.  A  Aurora  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Thomp-  *>♦  Md.  202. 

son,  19  111.  57^;  Am.  Ex.  Co.  r.  Per-  *  M eCann  r.  Bait  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co., 

kins,  42  111-  4dS;  Oppenhe:m'?r  &  Co.  *«;  ra. 

p.  C.  S.  Express  Co.,  6i^  111,  tV2.  *  McCann  r.  Bait  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co., 

'  McCann  r.  Bait,  &  Ohio  R.  R,  Co.,  svpra. 
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1.  The  right  of. — The  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu  is  a  right 
in  law  of  certain  persons,  under  particular  circumstances  herein- 
after described,  to  stop  the  goods  and  obtain  possession  thereof 
in  the  course  of  their  transit,  in  the  liands  of  a  carrier,  ware- 
houseman or  other  person,  after  consignment,  and  before  they 
come  to  the  possession,  actual  or  constructive,  of  the  consignee, 
and  upon  payment  of  the  freight  and  charges  incident  to  their 
carriage  and  due  thereon.*  This  right  was  first  asserted  in  a 
court  of  equity  in  England,  by  a  consignor  who  was  vendor  of 
the  goods,  against  the  consignee,  his  vendee.  The  right  claimed 
was  in  the  nature  of  an  equitable  lien  for  the  unpaid  purchase 
money  of  the  goods,  and  upon  the  ground  that  the  purchaser 
and  consignee  had  become  insolvent  after  the  purchase  and  con- 
signment of  the  goods.  The  court  of  equity  ordered  a  trial  at 
law,  as  in  trover  and  conversion,  to  be  had  between  the  parties, 
to  determine  if  the  consignment  vested  the  right  of  property  in 
tiie  consignee.  It  being  determined  that  in  law  it  did,  the  chan- 
cellor then  allowed  the  stoppage  in  transitu  by  the  consignor,  as 
a  matter  of  equity,  based  upon  the  equitable  lien  of  the  vendor 
for  the  price  of  the  goods.'  Thereafter  the  claim  has  uniformly 
been  sustained  and  enforced  in  the  courts  of  law.*     It  rested 

12  Kent,  2  ed.,  540,  541,  542,  548;      580. 


Cox  V,  Bums  &  Rentgen,  1  Iowa,  64, 
68;  Newhall  r.  Vargas,  18  Maine,  93; 
Mohr  r.  The  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R. 
Co.,  106  Mass.  67;  Reynolds  v.  The 
Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  43  N.  U 


*  Wiseman  v.  Vandeputt,  2  Vern. 
203. 

"  Sweet  V.  Pyra,  1  East,  4;  Ludlow 
F.  Bowne,  1  John.  16;  Woodr.  Roach, 
2  Dall.  180. 
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orI;r*na''v  np -n  a  cTain  cf  ti.e  renI'.»r5or  person  standing  in 
t!.e  re'-.itiuij  of  vei.'i«.«r.  ^f  g--  :-,  in  il.e  i.aiiire  uf  an  equitable 
lien  f«>r  t!;e  p;;rv*:.a.se  in  ii^ev.  wl.cre  the  ^uvuls  had  been  6o!d 
r.T'«»n  a  civ  lit,  and  e'i!.-"j:el  bv  the  vendor  to  the  ventlet*.* 
Thor.L'b  it  }.:.--  1  ocn  &•.  i:.»  wi.ut  e:i^trired  in  its  application  bv 
feub^e  ^'lent  rr.!::.,^'-,  as  \\':V.  l-e  Mn:i  ht-reat'ter,  it  dues  not  extend 
t'j  casi^rj  vf  i.akei  iiens  of  an  :i:'^ej^^»eiident  character,  not  ori^i- 
ij:;ting  in  a  pn\«r  owiiei^Lip  of  the  p>'ds,  as,  for  instance,  lieus 
i'■^T  w..»rk  and  W^'jt  there  'n.  or  fur  I'ettennerits  tliereto.  The  lat- 
ter are  lust  bv  parting  with  p^c^sessk'n,  as  bv  cousignuient  of  the 

2.  "Who  may  avail  themselves  of  the  right. — Tliongh  this 
r^ht  was  or:iriii:t'.^v  reirarded  as  atf-jrdini;  a  reined  v  onlv  to  a 
cunsi:^rior  who  at  the  same  time  was  a  vendor  of  the  croods  to 
the  Consignee  upon  a  crc«J:t,*  vet  in  process  uf  time  it  carae  to 
be  extended  in  its  appIicariMn  to  otliers  having  eijnitable  liens 
npon  the  property,  and  l>e!nir  consignors  thereof.  Thus,  as  the 
law  now  is,  not  onlv  a  reirnhir  vendor  of  the  <>ouds,  but  one  who 
becomes  a  purchiiser  there  uf  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  consignee, 
and  trusts  him  in  turn  fur  the  same,  beinj*  consignor  of  the 
goods,  is  so  far  treated  as  a  vendor  that  he  mav  resort  to  this 
remedy  of  reclaiming  the  same,  in  like  manner  as  may  an  ordi- 
narv  vendor  who  is  also  the  consiirnor.*  And  in  cases  where  the 
c  ^nsignor  is  the  vendor,  or  creditor  in  the  nature  of  a  vendor,  of 
the  iroods,  this  ri^rht  exists  in  his  favor,  whether  the  time  of  the 
credit  given  has  or  has  not  expired  at  the  time  the  riglit  to  re- 
sume the  possession  of  the  gouds  in  transitu  is  exercised  by  the 
consij:nor  as  vendor.  If  all  other  o rounds  for  enforcino:  this 
right  exist,  then  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  time  of  payment 
shall  have  expired  and  the  money  have  becouie  due,  so  as  to  be 
the  subject  of  an  action.* 

So,  likewise,  a  person  who  consigns  goods  to  his  factor,  either 
on  a  credit,  as  vesting  the  same  in  him  and  trusting  him  for 
l)ayment  for  the  same,  or  with  intent  that  the  goods  so  sent  are 

'Sw.'ot  V.  Pyra,  1  Ea4,  4;  Siflfkpn  Sweet  r.  Pym,  1  East.  4;  2  Kent,  2d 

r.  Wray,  6  East,  871;  2  Kent,  2(1  ed.,  ed.,  542. 

540,  541;  Cox  V,  Hums  &  Kentiren,  1  »2  Kent,  2d  ed.,  540. 

Iowa,  64,  6S;    N»^whall  v,  VarLMS.  13  *  Newhall  v.  Varjras,  13  Maine,  9^^- 

Maine,   9^  103;  Mottram  r.  Heyer,  5  *  Mot  tram   r.   Heyer,  5  Denio,  6*2i>t 

Dcnio,  029.  630. 

^kSitiken    r.   Wray,   6     East,   371; 
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to  be  sold  by  the  factor,  and  the  proceeds  of  sale  to  be  accounted 
for  and  paid  over  to  the  consignor,  is  so  far  considered  in  the 
light  of  a  creditor  of  tlie  consignee,  tliat  the  consignor  may  ex- 
ercise and  enforce  the  ri^ht  of  stoppage  in  transitu^  and  resume 
the  pobsession  of  the  goods,  in  case  of  the  bankruptcy  or  insolv- 
ency of  the  consignee,  occurring  after  the  making  of  the  con- 
signment, and  before  the  delivery  of  the  goods  to  him.* 

3.  Under  what  circumstanceft  it  may  be  exercised. — The 
right  of  stoj^page  in  transitu  may  be  resorted  to  by  a  vendor 
who  is  also  consignor,  and  has  not  been  paid  the  purchase  money, 
whenever  the  vendee,  he  being  the  consignee,  becomes  bankrupt 
or  insolvent  after  the  sale  and  consignment  of  the  goods,  and  be- 
fore their  coming  into  the  actual  or  constructive  possession  of  the 
consignee  by  a  regular  and  proper  delivery  thereof;'  or  being  so 
before  that  fact  becomes  known  to  the  consignor,  after  making 
the  consignment.' 

But  a  wrongful  delivery  to  tlie  consignee  by  the  carrier,  after 
p:oper  notice  not  to  deliver  the  same,  and  of  the  consignor's 
election  to  exercise  the  right  of  reclaiming  the  goods,  will  not 
dijfeat  the  claim  of  the  consignor,  as  against  the  consignee  or 
his  assignee.* 

So,  likewise,  if  the  consignor  has  purchased  the  goods  upon 
hi.3  own  credit,  or  with  his  own  means,  for  tlie  benetit  of  the 
consignee,  thereby  rendering  the  .consignee  his  debtor  for  the 
couts  thereof,  if  the  consignee  becomes  bankrupt  or  insolvent 
after  such  purchase  and  consignment,  and  before  delivery  of  the 
goods  to  the  consignee  in  the  ordinary  course  of  carriage  and 
delivery,  then  the  consignor  is  entitled,  in  like  manner  as  if  an 
ordinary  vendor  upon  a  credit,  to  exercise  the  right  of  stoppage 
ill  transitti/^  and  this,  too,  although  such  consignor  charge 
and  receive  a  commission  for  his  credit  and  services  in  reference 
thereto.' 

4.  How  it  may  be  enforced. — The  first  step  to  be  taken  by 
the  consignor  for  the  enforcement  of  this  right,  is  the  service  of 

>  2  Kent,  2d  ed..  542,  543;  Stubbs  199. 

.   ».  Lund.  7  Mass.  457.  '  Reynolds  v.  The  Boston  &  Maine 

» Newhall  v.  Vargas,  13  Maine.  93;  R.  R.  Co.,  43  N.  H.  580. 

2  Kent,  2d  ed.,  540;  Mottram  r.  Hoy-  *  Newhall  v.  Vargas,  13  Maine,  93. 

er.  5  Denio,  629;  Rogers  v.  Thomas,  *  Newhall  v.  Vargaa,  13  Maine,  9> 

20  Conn.  53;  Pattison  v.  Culton  and  •  Newhall  p.  Vargas,  13  Maine,  93. 
others,  33  Ind.  240j  S.  C.  5  Am.  R. 
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a  notice  upon  the  carrier,  describing  and  identifying  the  goods, 
the  nature  of  his  claim,  the  evidences  thereof,  and  of  his  own 
identity  as  consignor,  and  notifying  the  carrier  not  to  deliver 
the  same  to  the  consignee/  By  respectable  American  cases  it  is 
held  that  no  demand  of  possession  is  necessary,  but  merely  the 
notice.*  The  legal  eflFect  of  this  notice,  if  it  be  properly  given, 
and  there  be  just  grounds  for  enforcement  of  the  right,  seems  to 
be  to  reinstate  in  the  consignor  the  right  of  possession  of  the 
goods,  as  against  the  consignee,  or  his  vendee,  if  sold  by  him 
before  obtaining  possession  of  the  goods  and  the  arrival  of  the 
bill  of  lading.* 

After  the  service  of  such  notice  on  the  carrier,  he  can  not  de- 
liver the  goods  to  the  consignee  without  rendering  himself  liable 
to  the  consignor,  in  case  it  turns  out  that  such  consignor  is  enti- 
tled to  the  possession  of  the  goods,  and  incurs  a  loss  by  reason 
of  their  being  delivered  to  the  consignee.* 

Moreover,  if  after  such  notice  the  goods  be  delivered  by  the 
carrier  to  the  consignee,  the  consignor  may  enforce  his  right 
thereto,  if  well  founded,  by  an  action  of  trover  or  replevin 
therefor  against  the  consignee,  or  other  person  in  possession 
thereof.' 

The  notice  must  be  given  to  those  in  whose  custody  the  goods 
actually  are  at  the  time,  or  else  to  the  principal  carrier  himself, 
or  some  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  company,  if  the  car- 
rier be  a  railroad  conjpany;  as,  for  instance,  the  superintendent 
in  charge,  or  else  president  of  the  company,  or  such  principal 
personage  as  has  official  authority  to  order  the  stoppage  of  the 
goods;  and  if  to  a  subordinate  servant,  it  must  be  one  who  has 
the  goods  at  the  time  under  his  immediate  control.  If  not  so 
given,  it  will  neither  re-invest  the  ownership  and  property  in 
the  consignor,  nor  charge  the  company  so  as  to  prevent  delivery 
to  the  consignee.*    Moreover,  if  the  notice  be  given  to  the  prin- 


'  Abbott  on  Shipping,  528,  original 
paging;  Pattison  v.  Culton  and  oth- 
ers, 33  Ind.  240;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  199; 
2  Kent,  2d  ed.,  543. 

2  Reynolds  v.  The  Boston  &  Maine 
R.  R.  Co.,  43  N.  H.  580. 

*  Pattison  and  others  v.  Culton  and 
others,  33  Ind.  240;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R. 
199;   Newball  v.  Vargas,  13  Maine, 


93;  2  Kent,  2d  ed.,  543. 

*  Abbott  on  Shipping,  528. 

*  Abbott  on  Shipping,  528;  Redfiold 
on  R.  W.  304,  original  ed.;  Hunter  r. 
Beal,  and  Stokes  v.  LaReviere,  cited 
3  Term  Rep.  466;  Jackson  o.  Nichol, 
5  Bing.  N.  C,  518. 

®  Houston  on  Stoppage  in  Transitu, 
54,  55. 


STOPPAGE  IN    TItANSITlT.  1339 

cipal  carrier  or  oflBcer,  it  must  be  so  given  as  to  time  and  place, 
and  in  reference  to  the  locality  of  or  place  where  the  goods  are 
situated,  as  to  enable  such  superior,  by  reasonable  diligence,  to 
order  the  servants  in  charge  to  hold  the  goods,  and  thereby 
prevent  their  delivery.  A  notice  at  a  different  place  from  where 
the  goods  are  is  insufficient,  unless  the  means  of  communication 
are  such  as  to  enable  the  principal  to  conveniently  communicate 
with  the  person  in  charge,  and  order  him  to  stop  the  goods.* 

After  notice,  it  becomes  tlie  dutv  of  the  carrier  to  hold  the 
goods,  and  not  deliver  them  to  the  consignee.  The  law  will  then 
afford  the  parties,  consignor  and  consignee,  or  the  assigns  of  the 
latter,  such  opportunity  of  asserting  and  enforcing  their  rights 
to  the  property  as  will  effectually  o^uard  the  interests  of  the  car- 
rier from  the  responsibility  of  delivering  to  either  when  not 
entitled  to  receive  the  same.  We  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  carrier  to  decide  between  them,  and  actually  deliver 
the  goods  to  the  alleged  consignor,  or  that  it  is  required  by  law. 
forasmuch  as  the  carrier  can  seldom,  if  ever,  know,  and  is  not 
made  the  judge  to  decide,  whether  or  not  the  circumstances  exist 
which  re-invest  the  property  in  the  consignor,  or,  indeed,  whether 
the  person  claiming  to  be  the  consignor  be,  in  fact,  such  or  not; 
and  especially  on  long  lines  of  railway,  is  personal  knowledge 
the  more  impracticable.  After  notice,  he  occupies  the  position 
of  a  stake-holder  between  the  parties.' 

Nor  is  the  carrier  required  in  law  to  break  up  trains,  and 
stop  and  deposit  the  goods  or  deliver  them  at  intermediate 
places;  or  even  at  intermediate  stations,  en  route  their  transit, 
nor  to  re-transport  them  back  to  the  place  of  consignment; 
but  may  proceed  with  thetn  to  the  place  to  which  they  are 
consigned,  and  are  embarked  in  the  train,  and  there  deposit 
and  hold  the  goods  subject  to  the  enforcement  of  the  rights  of 
the  contending  parties,  on  payment  of  the  charges  of  transpor- 
tation and  warehousing.  No  additional  obligation  than  those 
arising  from  the  terms  of  shipment  can  be  forced  upon  the 
earner  by  such  notice,  except  the  duty  of  stopping  or  holding 
the  goods  from  delivery  to  the  consignee.     lie  has  a  right  to 

^  Houston  on  Stoppage  in  Transitu,  Mills  r.  Ball,  2  B.  A^  P.  457.     The 

56,57;  Litt  17.   Cowley,  7  Taunt.  R.  notice  has  the  effect  to  place  the  groods 

160.  quaBx   in  cuatodia  Ugis:    Abbott  on 

^  Houston  on  Stoppagre  in  Transitu,  Shipping,  439. 
51;    Abbott  on   Shipping,   394,  395; 
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carry  them  to  the  place  of  destination,  as  he  contracted  to  do, 
and  to  have  hie  freight  and  charges  paid  before  the  goods 
are  taken  from  his  possession.  In  short,  the  duty  of  the  car- 
rier, raised  bj  the  notice,  is  a  negative  one.  It  requires  Iiini 
to  not  deliver  the  goods  to  the  consignee,  thereby  placing 
him  in  the  light  of  a  stake-holder  of  the  property  for  those  who 
may,  by  legal  process,  prove  themselves  entitled  to  it.  It  does 
not  make  the  carrier  a  judge  to  decide  who  is  entitled  to  the 
property,  nor  is  he  bound  to  take  on  himself  the  responsibility 
of  determining  that  question;  but  it  becomes  his  duty  to  hold  it, 
and  let  tlie  parties  assert  their  rights  by  judicial  process,  as  in 
cases  of  otiier  dispute' about  property  in  the  hands  of  a  third  per- 
son, and  if  need  be,  the  parties  may  be  compelled,  on  general 
principles,  at  his  application,  to  interplead  with  each  other  as  to 
the  ownership  or  right  of  possession.* 

Some  writers  go  further,  and  hold,  upon  the  authority  of  the 
English  cases,  that  after  notice  from  the  consignor  of  his  claim- 
ing the  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu^  and  a  demand  of  the 
goods,  it  devolves  upon  the  carrier  to  ascertain  the  correctness  or 
incorrectness  of  such  claim;  for  that  if  the  claim  turns  out  to  be 
well*founded,  the  carrier  will  be  liable  to  the  consignor  for  the 
value  of  the  goods  in  an  action  of  trover,  in  case  he  decline  to 
deliver  the  goods  to  the  consignor  after  such  notice  and  demand.' 
But  Kent,  recognizing  the  severity  of  such  a  rule,  asserts  it  to  be 
proper  for  the  carrier  to  compel  the  adverse  party  claimants,  or 
those  placed  by  law  in  possible  interest,  to  interplead,  by  filing  a 
bill  in  chancery  against  them,  and  thereby  ascertain  to  whom 
the  goods  are  rightfully  deliverable.*  In  such  procedure  the 
court  would,  upon  general  principles,  we  suppose,  place  the  prop- 
erty in  the  care  or  disposition  of  a  receiver,  to  abide  the  event  of 
the  cause.  Tiie  language  of  Justice  Kent  is:  "It  is  often  dlliicnlt 
lor  the  master  of  a  vessel  to  know  to  whom  he  can  safely  deliver 
the  goods,  in  case  of  conflicting  claims  between  consignor  and 
consignee,  or  consignor  and  the  assignee  of  the  consignee. 
Prudence  would  dictate  that  he  deliver  the  goods  to  the  party 
upon    whose   indemnity  he  can  most  safely  rely.     But  he  ought 

>  Abbott  on  Shipping,  395,  396.  Taunt.  169;  Bohtlin.irk  v.  Tnglis,  3  East, 

2  Redfielfl  on  Railways,  Vol.  1,  origi-  881 ;   Syeds  v.  Hay,  4  Tenn  Rep,  'JGO. 

nal  ed.,  304.    In  this  connection  the  *3  Kent,  2  ed,,  215,  216. 

learned  author  cites,  Litt  v,  Cowley,  7 
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not  to  be  put  to  the  peril  and  necessity  of  indemnity;  and  it  is 
desirable  that  he  should  know  to  whom  of  right  he  can  deliver 
the  ^oods.  *  *  *  *  It  is  safest  fur  the  master  to  deposit  tlie 
goods  witli  some  bailee,  until  the  rights  of  the  claimants  are  set- 
tled, as  they  can  always  be,  upon  a  bill  of  interpleader  in  chan- 
cery, to  be  filed  by  the  master." ' 

Upon  regaining  possession  of  the  goods  by  the  consignor,  he 
may  treat  them  absolutely  as  his  own,  and  may  dispose  of  the 
same,  if  the  shipment  be  procured  by  fraud;'  or  if  contracted 
for  on  a  credit,  under  false  pretenses  of  the  consignee,  he  may 
treat  the  contract  as  void,  and  the  goods  as  his  own.'  And  so  if 
consigned  to  the  consignee  without  sale,  as  the  mere  agent  or 
bailee  of  the  consignor,  without  any  claim  or  vested  right  of  the 
consignee  to  the  same,  then  the  consignor,  on  regaining  posses- 
sion, may  in  like  manner  treat  the  goods  as  his  absolute  prop- 
erty; which,  in  such  cases,  they  really  are.* 

5.  How  long  the  right  continues. — The  right  of  stoppage  in 
transitu  continues  until  the  goods  have  reached  their  destination, 
and  have  come  into  the  possession,  actual  or  constructive,  of  the 
consignee.  This  right  remains,  not  only  while  the  goods  are  in 
the  act  of  being  carried,  and  are  moving  on  in  the  hands  of  the 
carrier,  but  also  while  they  are  in  the  hands  of  a  warehouseman, 
or  in  a  place  of  deposit  connected  with  their  transmission  or 
delivery,  after  arrival  at  their  point  of  destination;*  and  so  as 
to  any  place  not  actually  or  constructively  the  place  of  the  con- 
signee, or  not  so  in  his  possession  or  control  that  the  putting 
them  there  implies  an  intention  to  thereby  deliver  the  same  to 
such  consignee."  A  delivery  to  a  wharfinger  or  warehouseman 
at  the  place  of  destination,  who  receives  them  not  as  agent  of,  or 
for  the  consignee,  but  in  the  ordinary  course  of  his  business  as  a 
middle-man,  is  not  a  constructive  deliver}'  to  the  consignee,  so 
as  to  put  an  end  to  the  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu.^ 

>  3  Kent,  2ed.,  215,  216.    And  this  »0'Neil  v.  Garrett,  sheriff,  6  Iowa, 

rule  is  recognized  as  just,  in  Jordan,  480,    484;     Covell  ».    Hitchcock,    2:^ 

Ellis  &  Co.  t?.  James  &  James,  5  Ham-  Wend.  611;    Newhall  v.  Vargas,  13 

mond  (5  Ohio),  88,  107.   See  also,  Ab-  Maine,  93. 

bott  on  Shipping,  381,  and  The  Con-  ®0'Neil  r.  Garrett,  sheriff,  6  Iowa, 

stantia,  6  Rob.  Adm.  R.  321.  referred  480,  484. 

to  in  this  case  cited  from  5  Ham.  ^  0  Neil  p.  Garrett,  sheriff,  6  Iowa, 

"  Fitzsimmons  t?.  Joslin,  21  Vt.  129.  480,   484;     Calahan     and    others    v, 

» Fitzsimmons  v.  Joslin,  21  Vt.  129.  Babcock  and  othere,  21  Ohio  St.  281. 

*  Fitzsimmons  r.  Joslin,  21  Vt.  129. 
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This  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu,  in  cases  of  carriage  by 
rail,  is  not  defeated  by  a  delivery  of  the  goods  by  the  carrier  to 
a  drayman,  or  other  local  carrier,  at  the  depot,  to  be  carried  or 
delivered  to  the  consignee  at  his  place  of  business  or  residence; 
but  is  continuous  until  the  goods  pass  into  the  f>ossession  of  the 
consignee,*  and  is  paramount  to  any  lien  or  right  emanating  from 
the  consifjnee.' 

There  are  eases  of  high  authority,  and  which  we  in  no  manner 
qiiudtion  the  correctness  of,  in  reference  to  a  constructive  deliv- 
ery  when  transportation  has  been  by  boat,  wherein  it  is  held 
that  a  discharge  of  the  goods  onto  a  wharf,  with  intent  to  place 
them  or  leave  them  subject  to  the  control  of  the  consignee,  there 
being  no  other  custodian  thereof,  and  the  freight  having  been 
all  paid,  and  it  having  been  customary  to  thus  deliver  to  the 
same  consit^nee,  is  such  a  constructive  delivery  to  the  con- 
signee, that  thereby  the  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu  is  lost, 
so  tliat  when  the  same  goods  are  levied  on  in  favor  of  a  creditor 
of  the  consignee,  an  intervening  honafide  purchaser  thereof  is 
entitled  to  hold  the  same.'  In  the  case  referred  to  from  20  Ver- 
mont, the  court  sav:  "  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  more  effect- 
ual  delivery  of  goods  than  this,  short  of  tlieir  coming  to  the  corpo- 
ral touch  of  the  vendee.  The  special  property  of  the  carriers  had 
ceased;  the  wharfinger  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  goods,  and 
unless  tliey  are  to  be  considered  as  having  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  vendee,  no  person  whatever  had  any  possession  of  them, — 
they  were  absolutely  abandoned  by  all  persons."  And  in  the 
same  connection  the  court  add:  "They  mnst  therefore  have 
come  to  the  possession  of"  the  consignee.  "  It  being  the  custom 
for"  him  "  to  receive  goods,  thus  consigned  him,  on  the  wharf," 
and  that,  therefore,  ''that  must  be  considered  as  the  place  to  which 
they  were  directed  by  the  vendor."*  But  this  case  may  not  be 
taken  as  authority  when  applied  to  cases  arising  out  of  transpor- 
tation by  railroad.  In  the  latter  cases,  goods  are  not  to  be  deliv- 
ered on  the  platform  by  merely  leaving  them  there,  but  if  not 
called  for  are,  as  we  have  before  seen,  to  be  stored  for  safe  keep- 
ing in  a  warehouse;   whereas,  in  transportation  by  boat,  it  is  all 

>2  Kent,  2  cd.  544;    Calahan  and  480;  2  Kent,  541. 

oihers  p.  Babcock  and  others,  21  Ohio  '  Sawyer  v.  Joslin,  20  Vt.  172. 

St.  281.  *20Vt.  180. 

'O'Neil  V.  Garrett,  sheriff,  6  Iowa, 
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the  boat  can  do  to  leave  the  goods,  if  at  a  way  landing,  npon  the 
wharf.  Moreover,  in  the  case  cited  above,  a  special  custom  was 
shown  to  that  effect,  in  reference  to  the  consignee  in  that  partic- 
ular case.* 

6.  Not  defeated  by  a  levy  in  favor  of  a  general  creditor. — A 
levy  of  the  goods  on  writ  of  attachment  or  execution  against 
tlie  consignee,  before  the  goods  have  come  into  his  possession, 
will  not  divest  the  consignor's  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu,^ 
And  as  the  right  is  so  far  exercised  by  the  ordinary  notice  and 
claim  thereof  to  the  carrier,  that  thereafter  a  delivery  by  tlie 
carrier  to  the  consignee  will  not  defeat  the  same  in  his  favor,  or 
even  in  favor  of  his  assignee,'  so  it  would  seem  to  follow,that 
neither  would  a  levy  of  the  goods  after  such  inhibited  or  forbid- 
den delivery,  even  if  the  levy  be  made  after  delivery  to  the  con- 
signee, defeat  the  right  of  the  consignor  of  stoppage  27i  Unnaitu. 
The  assertion  of  such  right,  by  notice  to  the  carrier  of  the  in- 
tention  to  exercise  it,  and  not  to  deliver  to  the  consignee,  would 
seen)  to  place  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  carrier  to  thereafter 
make  such  a  delivery  to  the  consignee  as  will  defeat  the  right  of 
the  consignor,  if  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  Chitty  and  by  Jus- 
tice Parsons  is  to  be  regarded  as  law;*  and  such,  too,  seems  to 
be  the  current  of  authorities.* 

In  Sawyer  v.  Joslin,  20  Vermont,  172,  cited  in  this  connec- 
tion, sirpra^  the  court  say:  '^although  the  goods,  \ff  being  dis- 
patched  to  the  vendee  by  the  usual  modes  of  conveyance,  be- 
come, for  other  purposes,  the  property  of  the  vendee,  are  consid- 
ered in  his  constructive  possession  and  at  his  risk,"  that  "  yet 
the  vendor  is  held  to  have  such  an  equitable  lien  on  them,  though 
out  of  his  possession,  that,  on  learning  the  insolvency  of  the 
vendee,  he  may  reclaim  them,  while  in  their  transit  to  him,  as 


» Sawyer  v.  Joslin,  20  Vt.  172,  180. 
The  court  say  that  the  case  here  cited 
is  not  like  one  where  the  goods,  though 
arrived  at  the  place  of  delivery,  are 
still  on  shipboard y  in  the  hands  of  the 
carrier  or  wharfinger,  or  his  agents, 
subject  to  the  carrier's  lien  for 
freights:  Ih, 

«Cox  V.  Bums,  1  Iowa,  64;  O'Neil 
F.  Garrett,  sheriff,  6  Iowa,  480,  486; 
Buckley  v,  Fumiss,  15  Wend.    137; 


Covell  V.  Hitchcock,  23  Wend.  611; 
Naylor  t?.  Dennie,  8  Pick.  198;  House  v. 
Judson,  4  Dana,  11;  Sawyer  v.  Joslin, 
20  Vt.  172;  Calahan  and  others  r. 
Babcock  and  others,  21  Ohio  St.  281. 

'Chitty  on  Contracts,  8  od.  381. 

♦Chitty  on  Conts.,8ed.,  381;  1  Par- 
sons on  Conts.,  chapt.  6,  p.  447. 

'  Newhall  r.  Vargas,  13  Maine,  93, 
109;  Mottram  v.  Heyer,  5  Denio,  629; 
Nay  lor  v.  Dennie,  8  Pick.  198. 
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security  for  the  price  for  which  they  had  been  sold."  And  that 
"  This  right  of  stoppa^  in  transitu  is  held  not  to  be  defeated 
by  an  attachment  of  or  levy  upon  the  goods,  as  the  property  of 
tlie  vendee,  while  in  their  transit." 

7.  How  the  right  may  be  defeated. — There  are  Vftrious  other 
ways  in  which  the  consignor's  right  to  stop  and  resume  posses- 
sion of  the  goods  in  the  course  of  their  transit  may  be  termi- 
nated, than  by  their  coming  into  the  possession  of  the  consignee. 
This  right  is  terminated  by  the  payment  of  the  purchase 
money,  or  so  much  thereof  as  still  remains  unpaid,  if  claimed 
as  security  therefor;*  but  if  only  a  part  thereof  be  paid,  then 
the  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu  is  terminated  only  for  a  simi- 
lar proportion  of  the  goods.'  And  if  the  goods  be  really 
stopped,  and  the  possession  resumed  by  the  consignor,  yet  the 
consignee  may  release  the  same,  and  obtain  possession  thereof, 
on  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  in  case  the  goods  were 
consigned  upon  a  transaction  between  the  parties  as  vendor  and 
vendee,  or  in  the  legal  character  thereof.' 

And,  on  the  other  hand,  tlie  vendor  may  recover  the  price  of 
the  goods  in  an  action  at  law,  although  he  has  resumed  the  pos- 
session thereof  by  the  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu^  and  after 
such  recovery  may  execute  and  sell  the  same;  for  this  procedure 
to  resume  possession  while  the  goods  are  in  course  of  transit  is 
not  predicated  upon  a  supposed  rescission  of  the  contract  of  sale, 
but  upon  the  principle  of  enforcing  the  vendor's  lien  for  the 
purchase  money.*  It  results,  therefore,  that  tlie  vendor  may 
hold  the  goods,  when  thus  again  in  his  possession,  until  the 
termination  of  the  action,  and  if  judgment  be  obtained,  he  may 
cause  a  levy  and  sale  thereof,  to  realize  his  purchase 'money;  or, 
in  case  of  bankruptcy,  may,  instead  of  suing,  elect  to  rescind  the 
sale,  on  account  of  the  bankruptc}^  or  insolvency  of  the  vendee, 
and  treating  the  goods  as  his  own,  may  sell  or  dispose  of  them, 
at  pleasure,  or  may  elect  to  sell  the  same  to  satisfy  his  debt, 
thereby  affirming  the  contract.  In  the  latter  case,  any  excess 
of  the  price  and  costs  of  carriage,  storage  and  sale,  realized  by 

>NewhalU.  Vargas,  13  Maine.  93;  «2  Kent,  2d  ed.,   541.     But  there 

2  Kent,  2d  ed.,  641.     But  not  by  a  must  be  actual  payment;  the  giv  nor 

bill    drawn,   or  note  priven,   for  the  a  bill  of  exchange  or  note  is  not*  suKi- 

pr.ce;  such  instruments  are  not  pay-  cient:  fh. 

ni  nt:  Newhall  r.  Vargas,  supra,  *2  Kent,  2d  ed.,  541. 

*  Newhall  v,  Vargas,  13  Maine,  93. 
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the  sale,  will  belong  to  the  consignee;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  proceeds  be  insufficient  to  meet  such  price  and  costs  ol  car- 
riage, storage  and  sale,  the  amount  of  the  remaining  balance  may 
be  recovered  by  tlie  consignor  of  the  consignee  in  an  action  at 
law. 

But  the  transfer,  by  indorsement  or  assignment,  of  the  ordi- 
nary bill  of  lading,  by  the  consignee  to  a  honafide  holder  or  pur- 
chaser thereof,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  without  notice  to 
such  purchaser  of  the  insolvency  or  bankruptcy  of  tire  consignee, 
will  terminate  the  consignor's  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu} 

8.  The  law  of  inter-state  consignments. — The  right  of  Stop- 
page in  transitu  follows  the  goods  during  transit,  and  up  to  the 
time  of  their  delivery  to  the  consignee,  wherever  they  go.  Thus, 
if  a  vendor  consign  goods  in  one  country  to  his  vendee,  as  con- 
signee, in  another  country  or  state,  then  whatever  right  of  stop- 
page in  transitu  the  consignor  has  by  the  law  of  the  place  of 
consignment,  attaches  itself  to  the  goods  as  in  rem.  and  adher- 
ing to  them  whithersoever  they  go,  may  be  enforced  in  such 
other  state  or  country  as  they  may  pass  into  in  the  course  of 
their  transit.*  And  this  right  will  prevail  everywhere  over  the 
rights  of  intervening  purchasers,  and  over  levies  of  process 
against  the  consignee  made  during  the  transit  of  the  goods,  to 
the  same  extent  as  in  domestic  consignments.' 

>  Conard  r.  Atlantic  Ins.  Co..  1  Pet.  Ry.  Rep.  229. 

386;  Stubbs  v.   Lund,   7  Mass.  457;  '^  Story's  Conflict  of  Laws,  sees.  401, 

Winslow  V,  Norton,  29  Maine,  419;  402,  402  a;  Inglis  v.   Usherwood,   1 

Pattlson  V.  Culton,  33  Tnd.  240;  S.  C.  East,  515. 

6  Am.  R.  199;  Newhall  r.  Central  Pa-  » Story's  Conf.  of  Laws,  sec.  402. 
cific  R.  R.  Co.,  51  Cal.  345,  12  Am. 
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1.  What  they  are. — Freiglits,  fares,  and  tolls,  are  terms  which 
have  each  their  distinctive  meaning,  not  only  in  common  accep- 
tation, but  also  iu  legal  parlance.*  The  term  freight,  in  its  more 
general  sense,  is  used  as  well  in  reference  to  property  carried,  as 
to  the  price  or  compensation  to  be  paid  for  its  carriage.  In  the 
latter  and  more  limited  sense  of  our  text,  it  is  our  purpose  to 
speak  of  it  here.  It  is  that  wliich  is  paid,  or  to  be  paid,  for  the 
service  of  transporting  merchandise  and  other  property.*  It 
is  contradistinguished  from  toll  in  this,  that  it  is  not  a  price 
paid  for  the  use  of  the  road,  on  which  to  transport  one's  own 
property,  but  is  paid  for  the  service  of  the  company,  and  car- 
riage of  the  property  by  it;'  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  in 
the  language  of  the  learned  Justice  Strong,  "The  legal  mean- 
ing of  the  word  'toll'  is,  and  always  has  been,  well  defined.  It  is 
'  a  tribute  or  custom  paid  for  passaore,'  not  for  carriage — always 
something  taken  for  a  liberty  or  privilege,  not  for  a  service;  and 


*  Boyle  r.  Phila.  &  Reading  R.  R. 
Co.,  54  Penn.  St.  310;  Penn.  R.  R. 
Co.  p.  Sly,  65  Penn.  St.  205;  The 
State  of  New  Jersey  v,  Haigbt,  1 
Vro-m  (N.  J.),  447. 

a  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Sly,  65  Penn. 
St.  205. 

^  Boyle  V,  The  Phila.  &  Reading 
Railroad  Co.,  4  P.  F.  Smith  (54  Penn. 
St.),   310;    Penn.  R.  R.  Co.   t'.  Sly, 


65  Penn.  St.  205;  The  State  of  New 
Jei-sf'y,  The  Jersey  City  &  Bergen  R. 
R.  Co.,  prosecutors,  p.  Haight,  1 
Vroora  (N.  J.),  447.  Tn  the  case  last 
cit^d,  the  New  Jersey  Supreme  Court 
of  Errors  and  Appeals  say:  "Tolls 
are  collected  from  persons  who  pass  or 
travel  bj'^  their  own  conveyances  over 
the  roads  or  bridges  of  another.*'  1 
Vroom,  448. 
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encli  is  the  common  understanding  of  the  word.  Nobody  sup- 
jioses  that  tolls  taken  by  a  turnpike  or  canal  company  include 
charges  for  transportation,  or  that  they  are  anything  more  than 
sin  excise  demanded  and  paid  for  the  privilege  of  using  the 
way."  * 

Ilence,  in  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  Co.  v.  Sly,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  Sharswood,  J.,  in  treating  of  the  lan- 
guage of  the  statute  giving  to  the  Sunbury  &  Erie  Railroad 
Company  the  power  to  collect  freight  and  tolls,  say:  "  We  cun 
not  attribute  to  the  legislature  the  absurdity  of  providing  that 
the  company  should  collect,  besides  freight,  tolls  on  merchandise 
carried  by  themselves.  That  would  be  to  authorize  them  to 
charge  theniselves  for  the  use  of  their  own  road.  The  meaning 
evidently  was,  that  as  they  might  allow  private  transporters  to 
place  their  cars  on  the  road,  they  should  still  liave  the  right  to 
tolls  under  the  original  limitation,  both  as  to  merchandise  and 
passengers  " '  thus  carried  over  the  road  by  private  transporters 
in  such  private  transporters'  own  cars. 

And  so  freight,  in  its  ordinary  sense,  does  not  include  fare. 
By  the  term  fare  is  meant  that  which  is  payable  for  a  ticket  and 
passage  of  a  person,  and  the  ordinary  service  of  transportation 
or  carriage  of  the  person  himself." 

2.  Right  to.  and  to  fix  the  rate. — A  railroad  company  is  enti- 
tled, as  a  legal  right,  to  compensation,  by  way  of  rates  and  charges, 
for  services  rendered  in  transporting  persons  and  property,  whether 
such  right  is  expressly  granted  by  the  charter  or  not.  The  right 
to  exact  and  collect  compensation  for  services  is  a  necessary 
attribute  of  such  corporations,  and  results  from  the  purposes  of 
their  organization  and  nature  of  their  business.*  On  this  subject 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  J.,  by  adopting  the 
opinion  of  Agnew,  Justice,  at  nisi  2}riioSy  in  Boyle  v.  Phi  la.  & 
Heading  R.  R.  Co.,  lay  down  the  law  in  the  following  terms: 
"  No  provision  was  made  respecting  rates  and  charges  for  their 

»  Boyle  V.  The  Phila.  &  Roading  R.  » Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sly,  6  j  Penn. 

R.  Co.,  4  P.  F.  Smith  (54  Penn.  St.),  St.  205,  211. 

810,313,  314.  And  see,  also,  the  same  •  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.   r.    Sly,  6o  Penn. 

principles    asserted    in  Penn.  R.  R.  St.  205,  211. 

Co.  V,  Sly,  65  Penn.  St.  205;    State,  *  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sly,  65  Penn. 

.lorsey  City  &  Bergen  R.  R.  Co.,  pros-  St.  205;  Boyle  v.  The  Phila.  k  Reatling 

editors,  r.  Haip^ht,  1  Vroom,  447.  R.  R.  Co.,  54  Ptnn.  St.  310. 
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own  service  as  carriers;  but  tlie  very  purpose  of  their  incoqiora- 
tion  was  that  they  might  carry.  How  can  they  carry  without 
compensation?  Authorized  to  enijage  in  a  business,  it  is  neces- 
sarily incident  to  their  autliority  that  they  have  the  rights  which 
ordinarily  belong  to  such  a  business.  *  *  *  The  right  to 
charge  is  implied  in  the  nature  of  the  business  authorized,  and  I 
can  not  conceive  of  conducting  the  business  of  transportation 
without  the  imposition  of  rates  and  charges.'"  Such  is  the  lan- 
ijuaire  of  Justice  Sthong^  in  relation  to  the  charter  riojht  of  tiie 
Sunburj^  &  Erie  Kailroad  Company,  now  Philadelphia  &  Head- 
ing Ilailroad  Company,  to  compensation  for  services  rendered. 
In  the  sanie  cjise,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  Stkoxg, 
J.  (now  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,)  say:  "  We  adopt 
the  opinion  delivered  at  Nisi  Prius  when  the  bill  of  complaint? 
was  dismissed.  Nothiui;  in  the  ari>:ument  before  us  has  brought 
US  to  doubt  the  eoundness  of  tlie  conclusion  then  reached.  It 
would  be  easy  to  show  more  fully,  were  it  necessary,  that  a  grant 
of  power  to  enter  into  the  business  of  transportation  of  passen- 
gers and  merchandise  carries  with  it  authority  to  enter  into  tlie 
contracts  by  which  the  business  of  common  carriage  is  conducted, 
but  it  is  too  obvious  to  require  argument  to  prove  it."* 

If  it  be  not  otherwise  provided  in  the  charter,  and  there  be  no 
contemporaneous  law,  at  the  time  of  its  organization,  vesting 
the  right  in  the  state  or  public  authorities  to  fix  the  rate  of 
compensation,  and  the  same  be  not  subsequently  parted  with  by 
some  act  of  the  company,  then,  in  the  abbcnce  of  any  subse- 
quent enactment  regulating  the  same,  it  results  from  the  very 
nature  of  things,  and  from  the  general  power  to  transact  busi- 
ness, render  service,  and  receive  pay  therefor,  and  the  power  to 
make  contracts,  that  the  terms  of  service,  and  amount  or  rate  of 
compensation  to  be  paid  for  the  same,  are  rightful  subjects  of 
regulation  by  the  corporate  body  itself,  through  its  regularly 
constituted  ofBcers,  servants  and  asrents.' 

What  is  lawful  is  reasonable;    and  so  what  is  unlawful  is  un 

'  Boyle  r.  Phila.  &  Readinj?  R.  R.  Co.,  54  Penn.  St.  310,  318. 

Co.,  4  P.  F.  Smith  (54  Penn.  St.),  310,  » Crocker   v.    New   London,   Wilti- 

31 6;  and  see  the  doctrine  re-asserted  mantic  &  Palmer  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Conn. 

in  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sly,  65  Penn.  St.  249;  The  State  r.  Chovin,  7  Iowa,  eOi: 

20\  211.  State  v.  Overton,  4  Zcibr.(N.  J.),  4^^.. 

2  Boyle  V,  Phila.  &  Reading  R.  R. 
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reasonable.  Therefore,  anthority  in  a  railroad  corporation  to  fix 
reasonable  rates,  means  within  the  limit,  if  any  there  be,  fixed  by 
law.'  If  fixed  in  excess  of  such  limit,  they  are  unreasonable  and 
invalid;  and  whether  they  are  thus  excessive,  is  a  question  of  law 
for  the  court.'  If  fixed  within  the  limit,  under  authority  requir- 
ing them  to  be  reasonable  and  within  such  limit,  then  their  rea- 
sonableness is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury,  under  the  charge 
of  the  court  as  to  the  law.'  A  law  fixing  a  maximum  of  rates 
for  a  fixed  number  of  miles,  or  more,  and  leaving  the  company 
to  fix  reasonable  rates  for  less  distances,  will  not  allow  a  greater 
maximum  of  compensation  to  be  charged  for  any  lesser  dif^taiice 
than  the  one  so  fixed  by  the  statute  for  the  greater  distance.* 

And  so  in  New  Jersey,  a  like  principle  is  asserted.  It  is  there 
held  that  the  regulation  of  the  tolls  of  bridges  and  turnpike  roads, 
and  the  fares  of  railroads  and  ferries,  is  not  a  regulation  of  com- 
merce, but  is  a  part  of  that  general  police  power  essential  to  every 
state,  and  which  has  not  been  surrendered  to  the  general  govern- 
ment.* The  ciise  here  cited  from  4  Zabr.  involved  the  question 
of  ferry  rates  at  the  Jei;^ey  City  ferry,  across  the  Hudson  river. 
The  court  held  that  this  power  existed  in  the  state,  although  the 
ferry  is  between  two  states,  and  that  each  state  may  fix  the  rate 
of  ferriage  from  its  own  side;  and  ''the  fares  of  railroads"  are 
expressly  included  as  within  the  doctrine  claimed.'  But  when  it 
is  borne  in  mind  that  a  ferr}',  as  there  shown,  is  operated  under 
a  revocable  license,  while,  as  is  well  known,  railroads  are  ordi- 
narily constructed  by  chartered  incorporations,  and  that  a  char- 
ter is  a  contract  which  may  not  be  impaired,  it,  therefore,  may 
not  follow  that  in  all  cases  the  state  may  so  regulate  rates,  as 


'  Campbell  and  olhers  p.  The  Mari- 
etta &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.,  23  Ohio 
Sr.  168;  Smith  r.  Pittsburg,  Fort 
Wayne  &  Chicajsfo  Ry.  Co.,  23  Ohio 
St.  10,  15. 

2  Smith  n.  Pittsbursr,  Fort  Wayne 
&  Chicago  Ry.  Co.,  2S  Ohio  St.  10,  15. 
See  Sloan  r.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  61  Mo. 
24;  Ladd  v.  Southern  C.  P.  &  M.  Co., 
53  Tex.  172;  S.  C.  10  Ropr.  186. 

•Smith  V,  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne 
&  Chicago  Ry.  Co.,  23  Ohio  St.  10; 
Campbell  and  another  r.  The  Marietta 
&  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.,  2:5  Ohio  St. 


168,  190. 

*  Campbell  and  others  v.  The  Mari- 
etta &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.,  23  Ohio 
St.  168,  190;  Smith  v,  Pittsburg,  Fort 
Wayne  &  Chicago  Ry.  Co.,  2:3  Ohio 
St.  10,  15. 

''Freeholders  of  Hudson  County  v. 
The  State,  the  New  Jersey  R.  R.  & 
Trans.  Company,  prosecutors,  4  Zabr. 
718,  72S. 

*  Freeholders  of  Hudson  County  r. 
The  State,  The  New  Jersey  R.  R.  ,^ 
Tians.  Company,  prosecutors,  supra. 
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ai;ainst  a  railroad  corporation;  that  may  depend  upon  the  term's 
of  the  charter  contract.  The  claim,  however,  whicli  is  more  im- 
mediately asserted  in  the  Jersey  City  case,  is  a  claim  of  power 
in  the  state  in  contradistinction  of,  and  as  against,  the  power 
of  the  general  government. 

Independent  of  any  by-law  or  regulation  of  its  own,  a  railroad 
company  has  a  right  to  charge  for  the  transportation  of  passen- 
gers, different  rates  for  different  trains,  or  a  higher  price  for 
way  passengers  per  mile,  than  for  passengers  all  the  way 
tlirongh,  if  there  be  nothing  to  the  contrary  in  the  charter,  or  in 
the  law  of  the  land.*  This  right,  in  the  absence  of  any  inhibi- 
tion in  tlie  charter  or  law,  the  company  may  necessarily  exer- 
cise, as  is  believed,  by  fixing  the  amount  of  such  charges  itself; 
and  to  do  this  requires  neither  by-law  nor  formal  regulations,* 
for  the  right  to  charge  implies  the  right  to  fix  the  amount 
thereof.'*  ^ 

So  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Delaware  it  is  held,  that  the 
right  of  a  corporation  to  conduct  its  own  business,  and  adjust  its 
tariff  of  reasonable  charges,  stands  upon  special  ground,  not  ap- 
plicable to  an  unincorporated  carrier,  inasmuch  as  such  right  of 
a  corporation  is  a  part  of  the  corporate  franchise  granted  by 
charter,  and  is  protected  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  any  interference  with  this  right  by  legislative  enactment 
amounts  to  an  alteration  and  infringement  of  the  company's 
charter.*  The  regulation  of  tolls  and  charges  of  a  railroad  is 
here  said  not  to  be  the  exercise  of  police  power.*  Authorities 
to  the  same  effect  might  be  multiplied,  were  it  advisable,  but 
the  rulings  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  Munn 
and  Scott  v.  The  People  of  Illinois,  and  in  The  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington and  Quincy  Railroad  Company  v.  Cutts,  Attorney- 
General  of  Iowa,  and  others,'  having  laid  down  a  different  rule. 


1  State  V.  Overton,  4  Zabr.  435. 

2  State  V.  Overton,  4  Zabr.  435. 

8  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sly,  65  Penn. 
St.  205. 

*  Phila.,  Wilmington  &  Baltimore 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Bowers,  4  Houst.  506;  S. 
C.  6  Am.  R.  W.  Reps.  105. 

**  Phila.,  Wilmington  &  Baltimore 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Bowers,  4  Houst.  h^&. 

•Munn  r.   State  of  Ills.,  94'  U.  S. 


113;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
State  of  Iowa,  Id.  155.  And  it  is  no 
answer  to  say  that  the  amount  de- 
manded is  no  more  than  a  reasonable 
charge:  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Ackley,  4  Otto,  179, 16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  176.  And  see  Winona  &  St.  Pe- 
ter R.  R.  Co.  V.  Blake,  4  Otto,  180,  16 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  177.  In  the  latter  case 
it  was  held  there  was  nothing  in  the 
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and  asserted  the  power  of  the  several  states  to  re^julate  tlie  rates 
of  railroad  charjjes  on  business  not  inter-statfe  in  its  nature,  when 
no  express  grant  of  such  power  is  vested  in  the  company  by  its 
cliarter,  it  were  useless  to  cite  local  authorities  to  the  contrary. 
Tliese  decisions  are  deemed  <5f  sufficient  importance  to  be  given 
herewith  at  length,  as  the  original  of  the  reported  case  may  not 
always  be  accessible  to  the  practitioner. 

Munn  and  Scott  v.  The  State  of  Illinois. 

Per  Chief  Justice  Waits. — The  question  to  be  determined  in 
tills  case  is  whether  the  General  Assembly  of  Illinois  can,  under 
the  limitations  upon  the  legislative  power  of  the  states  imposed 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  fix  by  law  the  maximum 
of  charges  for  the  storage  of  grain  in  warehouses  at  Chicago  and 


charter  of  the  company,  Dor  in  an  act 
of  the  lefifislature  of  Minnesota,  or 
st'c.  4,  art.  10,  of  the  constitution  of 
that  state  (obligating  the  company  to 
carry  freight  and  passengers  upon 
"reasonable  terms"),  aflPecting  this 
power.  And  see  also  Peik  p.  Chi.  & 
N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  4  Otto,  164,  16  Am. 
Ky.  Rep.  413.  In  this  case  there  was 
a  charter  provision  giving  the  ritrht  to 
receive  a  reasonable  sum,  but  thp  state 
constitution  reserved  the  right  to  alter 
or  repeal  the  charter.  And  consolida- 
tion would  not  affect  this  right:  Ibid; 
nor  the  fact  that  the  company  was 
bound  to  keep  a  certain  portion  of  the 
road  open  as  a  public  highway  for  the 
United  States  government,  free  from 
charge,  and  to  transport  the  mails 
thereon:  Ibid.  It  was  further  held 
that,  until  Congress  acted  in  reference 
to  the  relations  of  this  company  to 
inter-state  commerce,  it  was  competent 
for  the  state  to  regulate  its  fares,  etc., 
60  far  as  they  were  of  domestic  con- 
cern; and  that  the  statute  of  Wiscon- 
sin (Chap.  273,  Laws  1874),  under 
which  the  case  arose,  was  within  this 
power:  Ibid,  As  to  the  question  of  the 
repeal  of  the  statute  by  the  Railroad 
Act  of  March  12,  1S74,  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin  was 


held  binding:  Ibid,  The  Alabama  Act 
of  April  19,  1873,  entitled  "  An  Act 
regulating  the  charges  for  transporta- 
tion of  freight  upon  railroads/*  wns 
held  unconstitutional  so  far  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  transportation  of  passen- 
gi^rs,  such  subject  not  being  expressed 
in  its  title:  Evans  c.  Memphis  & 
Charleston  R.  R.  Co.,  56  Ala.  246,  13 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  350.  See  further,  Rug- 
gles  V,  Peoplp,  91  111.  256;  Illinois 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  People,  95  111.313; 
S.  Ct  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  188;  Til- 
ley  V.  Savannah,  P.  &  W.  R.  R.Co.,  5 
Fed.  Repr.  641;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng. 
R.  R.  Cas.  615;  Stone  v.  State  of  Wis., 
94  U.  S.  181 ;  Union  Pac.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  U.  S..  99  U.  S.  700;  Hinckley  t. 
Chi.,  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  SS  Wis. 
194;  State  r.  W^inona  &  St.  Pet^r  R. 
R.  Co.,  19  Minn.  4:U;  Cincinnati, 
Hamilton  &  Dayton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Cole, 
29  Ohio  St.  126;  Iron  R.  R.  Go.  v. 
Lawrence  Furn.  Co.,  Id.  208;  State  p. 
Columbus  G.  L.  &  C.  Co.,  34  Id.  572; 
Mobile  &  M.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Steiner,  61 
Ala.  559.  Such  provisions  are  held 
not  to  apply  to  express  companies,  in 
Texas  Exp.  Co.  f .  Texas  &  Pac.  Ry. 
Co.,  6  Fed.  Repr.  426;  S  C.  1  Am.  A 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  618. 
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Britain,  they  changed  the  form, but  not  the  substance,  of  their  gov- 
eniinent.  They  retained  for  the  purposes  of  government  all  the 
powers  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  through  their  state  consti- 
tutions, or  otiier  forms  of  social  compact,  undertook  to  give  practi- 
cal effect  to  such  as  they  deemed  necessary  for  the  common  good 
and  the  security  of  life  and  property.  All  the  powers  which  they 
retained  they  committed  to  their  respective  states,  unless  in  ex- 
|)ress  terms  or  by  implication  reserved  to  themselves.  Subse- 
quently, when  it  was  found  necessary  to  establish  a  national 
government  for  national  purposes,  a  part  of  the  powers  of  the 
states  and  of  tlie  people  of  tlie  states  was  granted  to  the  United 
States  and  the  people  of  the  United  States.  This  grant  operated 
as  a  further  limitation  upon  the  powers  of  the  states,  so  that  now 
the  governments  of  the  states  possess  all  the  powers  of  the  Par- 
liament of  England,  except  such  as  have  been  delegated  to  the 
United  States  or  reserved  by  the  people.  The  reservations  by 
the  people  are  shown  in  the  prohibitions  of  the  constitutions. 

When  one  becomes  a  member  of  societ}',  he  necessarily  parts 
with  some  riglits  or  privileges  which,  as  an  individual  not  af- 
fected by  his  relations  to  others,  he  might  retain.  "A  body 
politic,"  as  aptly  defined  in  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution  of 
Massachusetts,  "is  a  social  compact  by  which  the  whole  people 
covenants  with  each  citizen,  and  each  citizen  with  the  whole 
people,  that  all  shall  be  governed  by  certain  laws  for  the  common 
good."  This  does  not  confer  power  upon  the  whole  people  to 
control  rights  which  are  purely  and  exclusively  private,  Thorpe 
V.  li.  <&  B.  Railroad  Co.^  27  Vt  IIB;  but  it  does  authorize  the  es- 
tablishment of  laws  requiring  each  citizen  to  so  conduct  iiimself, 
and  so  use  his  own  property,  as  not  unnecessarily  to  injure 
another.  This  is  the  very  es^ence  of  government,  and  has  found 
expression  in  the  maxim  sic  %Ltere  tuo  ut  alienarn  non  laahis. 
From  this  source  come  the  police  powers,  which,  as  was  said  by 
Mr.  Chief  Justice  Tanc3'in  the  License  Cases^  5  IIow.  583,  "are 
nothing  more  or  less  than  the  powers  of  government  inherent  in 
every  sovereignty,  *  *  that  is  to  say,  *  *  the  power  to 
govern  men  and  things."  Under  these  powers  the  government 
resrulates  the  conduct  of  its  citizens  one  towards  another,  and  the 
manjier  in  which  each  shall  use  his  own  property,  when  such 
regulation  becomes  necessary  for  the  public  good.  In  their  ex- 
ercise it  has  been  customary  in  England  from  time  immemorial, 
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and  in  this  country  from  its  first  colonization,  to  regnlate  ferries, 
common  carriers,  hackmen,  bakers,  millers,  wharfingers,  inn- 
keepers, &c.,  and  in  so  doing  to  fix  a  maximum  of  charge  to  be 
made  for  services  rendered,  accommodations  furnished,  and  arti- 
cles sold.  To  this  daj,  statutes  are  to  be  found  in  manj'  of  the 
states  npon  some  or  all  these  subjects;  and  we  think  it  has  never 
yet  been  successlully  contended  that  such  legislation  came  within 
any  of  the  constitutional  prohibitions  against  interference  with 
private  property.  With  the  fifth  amendment  in  force,  Congress, 
in  1820,  conferred  power  upon  the  city  of  Washington  "  to  regn- 
late *  *  the  rates  of  wharfa'^e  at  private  wharves,  *  *  the 
sweeping  of  chimneys,  and  to  fix  the  rates  of  fees  therefor,  *  * 
and  the  weight  and  quality  of  bread,"  3  Stat.  587,  sec.  7;  and, 
in  1848,  "  to  make  all  necessary  regulations  respecting  hackney 
carriaircs  and  the  rates  of  fare  of  the  same,  and  the  rates  of  haul- 
ing  by  cartmen,  wagoners,  carmen,  and  draymen,  and  the  rates 
of  commission  of  auctioneers,"  9  id.  224-,  sect.  2. 

From  this  it  is  apparent  that,  down  to  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  fourteenth  amendment,  it  was  not  supposed  that  stat- 
utes regulating  the  use,  or  even  the  price  of  the  use,  of  private 
property,  necessarily  deprived  an  owner  of  his  property  without 
due  process  of  law.  Under  some  circumstances  they  may,  but 
not  under  all.  The  amendment  does  not  change  the  law  in  this 
particular:  it  simply  prevents  the  states  from  doing  that  which 
will  operate  as  such  a  deprivation. 

This  brings  us  to  inquire  as  to  the  principles  upon  which  this 
power  of  regulation  rests,  in  order  that  we  maj  determine  what 
is  within  and  what  without  its  operative  effect.  Looking,  then, 
to  the  common  law,  from  whence  came  the  right  which  the  Con- 
stitution protects,  we  find  that  when  private  property  is  "af- 
fected with  a  public  interest,  it  ceases  to  he  juris  privati  only." 
This  was  said  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  ILUe  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years  ago,  in  his  Treatise  J)e  Portihtis  Maris^  1  Harg. 
Law  Tracts,  78,  and  has  been  accepted  without  objection  as  an 
essential  element  in  the  law  of  property  ever  since.  Proper  y 
does  become  clothed  with  a  public  interest  when  used  in  a  man- 
ner to  make  it  of  public  consequence,  and  affect  the  community 
at  large.  When,  therefore,  one  devotes  his  property  to, a  use  in 
which  the  public  has  an  interest,  he,  in  eflect,  grants  to  the  pub- 
lic an  interest  in  that  use,  and  must  submit  to  be  controlled  ^by 
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the  public  for  the  common  good,  to  the  extent  of  the  interest  he 
has  thus  created.  He  may  withdraw  his  grant  by  discontinuing 
the  use;  but,  so  long  as  he  maintains  the  use,  he  must  submit  to 
tlie  control. 

Thus,  as  to  ferries,  Lord  Hale  says,  in  his  treatise  De  Jure 
Maris^  1  Harg.  Law  Tracts,  6,  the  king  has  "  a  right  of  fran- 
cliise  or  privilege,  that  no  man  may  set  up  a  common  ferry  for 
all  passengers,  without  a  prescription  time  out  of  mind,  or  a 
charter  from  the  king.  He  may  make  a  ferry  for  his  own  use  or 
the  use  of  his  family,  but  not  for  the  common  use  of  all  the 
king's  subjects  passing  that  way;  because  it  doth  in  consequence 
tend  to  a  common  charge,  and  is  become  a  thing  of  public  in- 
terest and  use,  and  every  man  for  his  passage  pays  a  toll,  which 
is  a  common  charge,  and  every  ferry  ought  to  be  under  a  public 
regulation,  viz.,  that  it  give  attendance  at  due  times,  keep  a  boat 
in  due  order,  and  take  but  reasonable  toll;  for  if  he  fail  in  these 
he  is  finable."  So  if  one  owns  the  soil  and  landing-places  on 
both  banks  of  a  stream,  he  can  not  use  them  for  the  purposes  of 
a  public  ferry  except  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the 
body  politic  may  from  time  to  time  impose;  and  this  because  the 
common  good  requires  that  all  public  ways  shall  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  public  authorities.  This  privilege  or  prerogative  of  the 
king,  who  in  this  connection  only  represents  and  gives  another 
name  to  the  body  politic,  is  not  primarily  for  his  profit,  but  for 
the  protection  of  the  people  and  the  promotion  of  the  general 
welfare. 

And,  again,  as  to  wharves  and  wharfingers,  Lord  Hale,  in  his 
treatise  De  Portibus  MariSy  alreadv  cited,  savs:  "A  man,  for 
his  own  private  advantage,  may,  in  a  port  or  town,  set  up  a 
wharf  or  crane,  and  may  take  what  rates  he  and  his  customers 
can  agree  for  cranage,  wharfage,  housellage,  pesage;  for  be  doth 
no  more  than  is  lawful  for  any  man  to  do,  viz.,  makes  the  most 
of  his  own.  *  *  *  If  the  king  or  subject  have  a  public 
wharf,  unto  which  all  persons  that  come  to  tlmt  port  must  come 
and  unlade  or  lade  their  goods  as  for  the  purpose,  because  they 
are  the  wharfs  only  licensed  by  the  queen,  *  *  *  or  because 
there  is  no  other  wharf  in  that  port,  as  it  may  fall  out  where  a 
port  is  newly  erected;  in  that  case  there  can  not  be  taken  arbi- 
trary and  excessive  duties  for  cranage,  wharfage,  pesage,  eto,., 
neither  can  they  be  enhanced  to  an  immoderate  rate;  but  the 
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duties  must  be  reasonable  and  moderate,  though  settled  by  the 
king's  license  or  charter.  Fur  now  the  wharf  and  crane  and 
other  conveniences  are  affected  with  a  public  interest,  and  they 
cease  to  hejio'is  privati  only;  as  if  a  man  set  out  a  street  in  new 
l)iiilding  on  his  own  land,  it  is  now  no  longer  bare  private  inter- 
est, but  is  affected  by  a  public  interest." 

This  statement  of  the  law  by  Lord  Hale  was  cited  with  appro- 
bation and  acted  upon  by  Lord  Kenyon  at  the  beginning  of  tlie 
present  century,  in  Bolt  v.  Stennett,  8  T.  R  606. 

And  the  same  has  been  held  as  to  warehouses  and  warehouse- 
men. In  Aldnutt  V,  Inglis,  12  East,  527,  decided  in  1810,  it 
appeared  that  the  London  Dock  Company  had  built  warehouses 
in  which  wines  were  taken  in  store  at  such  rates  of  charge  as  the 
company  and  the  owners  might  agree  upon.  Afterwards  the 
company  obtained  authority,  under  the  general  warehousing  act, 
to  receive  wines  from  imj)orters  before  the  duties  upon  the  im- 
portation were  paid,  and  the  question  was,  whether  they  could 
charge  arbitrary  rates  for  such  storage,  or  must  be  content  with  a 
reasonable  compensation.  U})on  this  point  Lord  Ellenborough 
said  (p.  537): — ''  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  general  principle  is 
favored,  both  in  law  and  justice,  that  every  man  may  fix  what 
price  he  pleases  upon  his  own  property,  or  the  use  of  it;  but  if 
for  a  particular  purpose  the  public  have  a  right  to  resort  to  his 
premises  and  make  use  of  them,  and  he  have  a  monopoly  in 
them  for  that  purpose,  if  he  will  take  the  benefit  of  that  monop- 
oly, he  must,  as  an  equivalent,  perform  the  duty  attached  to  it 
on  reasonable  terms.  The  question  then  is,  whether,  circum- 
stanced as  this  company  is,  by  the  combination  of  the  warehous- 
ing act  with  the  act  by  which  they  were  originally  constituted, 
and  with  the  actually  existing  state  of  things  in  the  port  of  Lon- 
don, whereby  they  alone  have  the  warehousing  of  these  wines, 
they  be  not,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  Lord  Hale,  obliged  to 
limit  themselves  to  a  reasonable  compensation  for  such  ware- 
housing. And,  according  to  him,  whenever  the  accident  of  time 
casts  upon  a  party  the  benefit  of  having  a  legal  monopoly  of 
landing  goods  in  a  public  port,  as  where  he  is  the  owner  of  the 
only  wharf  authorized  to  receive  goods  which  happens  to  be 
built  in  a  port  newly  erected,  he  is  confined  to  take  reasonable 
compensation  only  for  the  use  of  the  wharf." 

And  further  on  (p.  539): — "It  is  enough  that  there  exists  in 
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the  place  and  for  the  commodity  in  question  a  virtual  monopoly 
of  the  warehousing  fur  tin's  purpose,  on  which  the  principle  of 
law  attaches,  as  laid  down  by  Lord  Hale  in  the  passage  re- 
ferred to  [that  from  De  Portibas  Maria  already  quoted],  which 
includes  the  good  sense  as  well  as  the  law  of  the  subject." 

And  in  the  same  case  Le  Blanc,  J.,  said  (p.  541):  — 
"Then,  admitting  these  warehouses  to  be  private  property, 
and  that  the  company  miglit  discontinue  this  application  of 
tliem,  or  that  they  might  have  made  what  terms  thej'  pleased 
in  the  first  instance,  yet  having,  as  they  now  have,  this 
monopoly,  the  question  is,  whether  the  warehouses  be  not 
private  property  clothed  with  a  public  right,  and,  if  so,  the 
])rinciple  of  law  attaches  upon  them.  The  privilege,  then,  of 
bonding  these  wines  being  at  present  confined  by  the  act  of  Par- 
liament to  the  company's  warehouses,  is  it  not  the  privilege  of 
the  public,  and  shall  not  that  which  is  for  the  good  of  the  public 
attach  on  the  monopoly,  that  tliey  shall  not  be  bound  to  pay  an 
arbitrary  but  a  reasonable  rent?  But  upon  this  record  the  com- 
pany resist  having  their  demand  for  warehouse  rent  confined 
within  any  limit;  and,  though  it  does  not  follow  that  the  rent  in 
fact  fixed  by  them  is  unreasonable,  they  do  not  choose  to  insist 
on  its  being  reasonable  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  question. 
For  this  purpose,  therefore,  the  question  may  be  taken  to  be 
whether  they  may  claim  an  unreasonable  rent.  But  though  this 
be  private  property,  yet  the  principle  laid  down  by  Lord  Hale 
attaches  upon  it,  that  when  private  property  is  affected  with  a 
])ublic  interest  it  ceases  to  he  juris  privati  only;  and,  in  case  of 
its  dedication  to  such  a  purpose  as  this,  the  owners  can  not  take 
arbitrary  and  excessive  duties,  but  tlie  duties  must  be  reason- 
able." 

We  have  quoted  thus  largely  the  words  of  these  eminent  ex- 
pounders of  the  common  law,  because,  as  we  think,  we  find  in 
them  the  principle  which  supports  the  legislation  we  are  now 
cxamininor.  Of  Lord  Hale  it  was  once  said  bv  a  learned  Amer- 
ican  judge, — "In  England,  even  on  rights  of  prerogative,  they 
scan  his  words  with  as  much  care  as. if  they  had  been  found  in 
Magna  Charta;  and  the  meaning  once  ascertained,  they  do  not 
trouble  themselves  to  search  any  further."  6  Cow.(N. Y.)  536,  note. 

In  later  times,  the  same  ])rinciple  came  under  consideration 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Alabama.     That  court  was  called  upon, 
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in  1841,  to  decide  whether  the  power  granted  to   the  city    of 
Mobile  to  regulate  the  weight  and  price  of  bread  was  unconsti- 
tutional, and  it  was  contended  that  "  it  would  interfere  with  the 
right  of  the  citizen  to  pursue  his  lawful  trade  or  calling  in  the 
mode  his  judgment  might  dictate;"  but  the  court  said,  ''  there  is 
no  motive    *    »    *    for  this  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
legislature  with  the  lawful  actions  of  individuals,  or  the  mode  in 
which  private  property  shall  be  enjoyed,  unless  such  calling  af- 
fects the  public  interest,  or  private  property  is  employed  in  a 
manner  which  directly  affects  the  body  of  the  people.     Upon  this 
])rinciple,  in  this  state,  tavern-keepers  are  licensed;     *    *     * 
and  the  count}'  court  is  required,  at  least  once  a  year,  to  settle 
the  rates  of  innkeepers.     Upon  the  same   principle  is  founded 
the  control  which  the  lesrislature  has  alwavs  exercised  in  tlie 
establishment   and  reguhition  of  mills,   ferries,  bridges,   turn- 
])ike  roads,  and  other  kindred  subjects."     Mobile  v,  Yuille,  3  Ala. 
N.  S.  140. 

From  the  same  source  comes  the  power  to  reo^ulate  the 
charges  of  common  carriers,  which  was  done  in  England  as  long 
ago  as  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  and  con- 
tinned  until  within  a  coinparatively  recent  period.  And  in  the 
first  statute  we  find  the  following  suggestive  preamble,  to  wit: — 
"  And  wliereas  divers  wagoners  and  other  carriers,  by  combina- 
tion amongst  themselves,  have  raised  the  prices  of  carriage  of 
goods  in  many  places  to  excessive  rates,  to  the  great  injury  of 
the  trade:  Be  it,  therefore,  enacted,"  etc.  3  W.  &  M.,  c.  12,  §  24; 
3  Stat,  at  Large  (Great  Britain),  481. 

Common  carriers  exercise  a  sort  of  public  oflSce,  and  have 
duties  to  perform  in  which  the  public  is  interested.  New  Jer- 
sey Nav.  Co.  V,  Merchant's  Bank,  6  How.  382.  Their  business 
is,  therefore,  "  affected  with  a  public  interest,"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  doctrine  which  Lord  Halo  has  so  forcibly  stated. 

But  we  need  not  go  further.  Enough  has  already  been  said  to 
show  that,  when  private  property  is  devoted  to  a  public  use,  it  is 
subject  to  public  regulation.  It  remains  only  to  ascertain 
whether  the  warehouses  of  these  plaintiflPs  in  error,  and  the  busi- 
ness which  is  carried  on  there,  come  within  the  operation  of  this 
principle. 

For  this  purpose  we  accept  as  true  the  statements  of  fact  con- 
tained in  the  elaborate  brief  of  one  of  the  counsel  of  the  plaint- 
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iffs  in  error.  From  these  it  appears  that  "  the  great  producing 
region  of  the  West  and  North-west  sends  its  grain  by  water  and 
rail  to  Chicago,  where  the  greater  part  of  it  is  shipped  by  vessel 
for  transportation  to  the  seaboard  by  the  Great  Lakes,  and  some 
of  itis  forwarded  by  railway  to  the  Eastern  ports.  *  *  *  Ves- 
sels, to  some  extent,  are  loaded  in  the  Chicago  harbor,  and  sailed 
through  the  St.  Lawrence  directly  to  Europe.  *  *  *  The 
quantity  [of  grain]  received  in  Chicago  has  made  it  the  greatest 
srrain  market  in  the  world.  This  business  has  created  a  demand 
for  means  by  which  the  immense  quantity  of  grain  can  be 
handled  or  stored,  and  these  have  been  found  in  grain  ware- 
houses, which  are  commonly  called  elevators  because  the  grain 
is  elevated  from  the  boat  or  car,  by  machinery  operated  by 
steam,  into  the  bins  prepared  for  its  reception,  and  elevated 
from  the  bins,  by  a  like  process,  into  the  vessel  or  car  which  is  to 
carry  it  on.  *  *  *  In  this  way  the  largest  traffic  between 
the  citizens  of  the  country  north  and  west  of  Chicago,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  country  lying  on  the  Atlantic  coast  north  of 
Washington,  is  in  grain  M'hich  passes  through  the  elevators  of 
Chicai^o.  In  this  way  the  trade  in  grain  is  carried  on  by  the 
inhabitants  of  seven  or  eight  of  the  great  states  of  the  West  with 
four  or  five  of  the  states  lying  on  the  sea-shore,  and  forms  the 
largest  part  of  inter-state  commerce  in  these  states.  The  grain 
warehouses  or  elevators  in  Chicago  are  immense  structures, 
holding  from  300,000  to  1,000,000  bushels  at  one  time,  accord- 
ing to  size.  They  are  divided  into  bins  of  large  capacity  and 
great  strength.  *  *  *  They  are  located  with  the  river  harbor 
on  one  side  and  the  railway  tracks  on  the  other,  and  the 
grain  is  run  through  them  from  car  to  vessel,  or  boat  to  car,  as 
may  be  demanded  in  the  course  of  business.  It  has  been  found 
impossible  to  preserve  each  owner's  grain  separate,  and  tliis  has 
given  rise  to  a  system  of  inspection  and  grading,  by  which  tho 
grain  of  different  owners  is  mixed,  and  receipts  issued  for  the 
number  of  bushels,  which  are  negotiable,  and  redeemable  in  like 
kind,  upon  demand.  This  mode  of  conducting  the  business  was 
inaugurated  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  and  has  grown  to  im- 
mense proportions.  The  railways  have  found  it  impracticable 
to  own  such  elevators,  and  public  policy  forbids  the  transaction 
of  such  business  by  the  carrier;  the  ownership  has,  therefore, 
been  by  private  individuals,  who  have  embarked  their  capital, 
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and  devoted  their  industry   to  such  business  as  a  private  pnr- 
Buit." 

In  this  connection  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that,  although 
in  1874  there  were  in  Chicago   fourteen   warehouses  adapted    to 
tliis  particular  business,  and  owned  by  about  thirty  persons,  nine 
business   firms   controlled    them,  and    that  the   prices    cliarged 
and  received  for  storacre  were  such  "  as   have  been   from    vear  to 
year  agreed  upon   an  J  established   by  the  different  elevators   or 
warehouses  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  which  rates  have    been 
annually  published  in  one  or  more    newspapers  printed  in  said 
city,  in  the  month  of  January  in  each  year,  as  the  establislied 
rates  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing  such  publication.''     Thus  it 
is  apparent  that  all  the  elevating  facilities  through  which  these 
vjist  productions  "  of  seven  or  eight  great  states  of  the  West " 
must  pass  on  the  way  '*  to  four  or  five  of  the  states  on  the  sea- 
shore," may  be  a  "  virtual  "  monopoly. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  difficult  to  see  why,  if  the  com- 
mon carrier,  or  the  miller,  or  the  ferryman,  or  the  innkeeper,  or 
the  wharfinger,  or  the  baker,  or  the  cartman,  or  the  hackney- 
coachman,  pursues  a  public  em])loymentand  exercises  "a  sort  of 
public  office,"  these  plaintiffs  in  error  do  not.  They  stand,  to 
use  again  the  language  of  their  counsel,  in  the  very  "  gateway 
of  commerce,"  and  take  toll  from  all  who  pass.  Their  business 
most  certainly  "  tends  to  a  common  charge,  and  is  become  a 
thing  of  public  interest  and  use."  Every  bushel  of  grain  for  its 
passage  ''  pays  atoll,  which  is  a  common  charge,"  and,  therefore, 
according  to  Lord  Hale,  every  such  warehouseman  "ought  to  be 
under  public  regulation,  viz.,  that  he  *  *  take  but  reasonable 
toll."  Certainly,  if  any  business  can  be  clothed  "with  a  public 
interest,  and  cease  to  h^  juris yrivati  only,"  this  has  been.  It 
may  not  be  made  so  by  the  operation  of  the  Constitution  of  Illi- 
nois or  this  statute,  but  it  is  by  the  facts. 

AVe  also  are  not  permitted  to  overlook  the  fact  that,  for  some 
reason,  the  people  of  Illinois,  when  they  revised  their  Constitu- 
tion in  1S70,  saw  fit  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  General  AssembI}' 
to  pass  laws  "  for  the  protection  of  producers,  shippers,  and  re- 
ceivers of  grain  and  produce,"  art.  13,  sect.  7;  and  by  sect.  5 
of  the  same  article,  to  require  all  railroad  companies  receiving 
and  transporting  grain  in  bulk  or  otherwise  to  deliver  the  same 
at  any  elevator  to   which  it  might   be   consigned,  that  could  be 
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reached  by  any  track  that  was  or  could  be  used  by  such  company, 
aud  that  all  railroad  companies  should  permit  connections  to  be 
made  with  their  tracks,  so  that  any  public  warehouse,  etc.,  might 
be  reached  by  the  cars  on  their  railroads.  This  indicates  very 
clearly  that  during  the  twenty  years  in  which  this  peculiar  busi- 
ness had  been  assuming  its  present  "  immense  proportions/' 
something. had  occurred  which  led  the  whole  body  of  the  people 
tc  suppose  that  remedies  such  as  are  usually  employed  to  pre- 
vent abuses  by  virtual  monopolies  might  not  be  inappropriate 
here.  For  our  purpose  we  must  assume  that,  if  a  state  of  facts 
conld  exist  that  would  justify  such  legislation,  it  actually  did  ex- 
ist wlien  the  statute  now  under  consideration  was  passed.  For 
ns  the  qnestion  is  one  of  power,  not  of  expediency.  If  no  state 
of  circumstances  could  exist  to  justify  such  a  statute,  then  we 
in-cj  declare  this  one  void,  because  in  excess  of  the  legislative 
power  of  the  state.  But  if  it  could,  we  must  presume  it  did. 
Cf  the  propriety  of  legislative  interference  within  the  scope  pf 
IcAjj^islative  power,  the  legislature  is  the  exclusive  judge. 

Keither  is  it  a  matter  of  any  moment  that  no  precedent  can  be 
found  for  a  statute  precisely  like  this.  It  is  conceded  that  the 
business  is  one  of  recent  origin,  that  its  growth  has  been  rapid, 
and  that  it  is  already  of  great  importance.  And  it  must  also  be 
conceded  that  it  is  a  business  in  which  the  whole  public  has  a 
direct  and  positive  interest.  It  presents,  therefore,  a  case  for 
tlie  application  of  a  long-known  and  well-established  principle 
:iu  social  science,  and  this  statute  simply  extends  the  law  so  as  to 
meet  this  new  development  of  commercial  progress.  There  is 
no  attempt  to  compel  these  owners  to  grant  the  public  an  inter- 
est in  their  property,  but  to  declare  their  obligations,  if  they  use 
it  in  this  particular  manner. 

It  matters  not  in  this  case  that  these  plaintiffs  in  error  had 
built  their  warehouses  and  established  their  business  before  the 
rtoulations  complained  of  were  adopted.  What  they  did  was 
from  the  beginning  subject  to  the  power  of  the  body  politic  to  re- 
quire them  to  conform  to  such  regulations  as  might  be  estab- 
lished  by  the  proper  authorities  for  the  common  good.  They  en- 
tered upon  their  business  and  provided  themselves  with  the 
means  to  carry  it  on  subject  to  this  condition.  If  they  did  not 
wish  to  submit  themselves  to  such  interference,  they  should  not 
86 
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have  clothed  the  public  with  an  interest  in  their  concerns.  Tlie 
same  principle  applies  to  them  that  does  to  the  proprietor  ot  a 
hackney-carriage,  and  as  to  him  it  has  never  been  supposed  that 
he  was  exempt  from  regulating  statiitcs  or  ordinances  because 
he  had  purchased  his  horses  and  carriage  und  established  his 
business  before  the  statute   or  the  ordinance  was  adopted. 

It  is  insisted,  however,  that  the  owner  of  property  is  entitled 
to  a  reasonable  compensation  for  its  use,  even  though  it  be  clothed 
with  a  public  interest,  and  that  what  is  reasonable  is  a  judicial 
and  not  a  legislative  question. 

As  has  already  been  shown,  the  practice  has  been  otherwise. 
In  countries  where  the  common  law  prevails,  it  has  been  cus- 
tomary from  time  immemorial  for  the  legislature  to  declare  what 
shall  be  a  reasonable  compensation  under  such  circumstances,  or, 
perhaps  .more  properly  speaking,  to  fix  a  maximum  beyond 
which  any  charge  njade  would  be  unreasonable.  Undoubtedly, 
in  mere  private  contracts,  relating  to  matters  in  which  the  pub- 
lic has  no  interest,  what  is  reasonable  mast  be  ascertained  judi- 
cially. But  this  is  because  the  legislature  has  no  control  over  such 
a  contract.  So,  too,  in  matters  which  do  affect  the  public  inter- 
est, and  as  to  which  legislative  control  may  be  exercised,  if  there 
are  no  statutory  regulations  upon  tlie  subject,  the  courts  must  de 
termine  what  is  reasonable.  Tiie  controlling  fact  is  the  power  to 
regulate  at  all.  If  that  exists,  the  right  to  establish  the  maximum 
of  charge,  as  one  of  the  means  of  regulation,  is  implied.  In  fact, 
the  common  law  rule,  which  requires  the  charge  to  be  reasonable, 
is  itself  a  regulation  as  to  price.  Without  it  the  owner  could 
make  his  rates  at  will,  and  compel  the  public  to  yield  to  his  terras, 
or  forego  the  use. 

But  a  mere  common-law  regulation  of  trade  or  business  may 
be  changed  by  statute.  A  person  has  no  property,  no  vested  in- 
terest, in  any  rule  of  the  common  law.  That  is  only  one  of  the 
forms  of  municipal  law,  and  is  no  more  sacred  than  any  other. 
Rights  of  property  which  have  been  created  by  the  common  law 
can  not  be  taken  away  without  due  process,  but  the  law  itselr,  a* 
a  rule  of  conduct,  may  be  changed  at  the  will,  or  even  at  the  wliirn, 
of  the  legislature,  unless  prevented  by  constitutional  limitations. 
Indeed,  the  great  office  of  statutes  is  to  remedy  defe«ts  in  the 
common  law  as  they  are  developed,  and  to  adapt  it  to  the  clmnges 
of  time  and  circumstances.     To  limit  the  rate  of  charge  for  serv- 
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'ices  rendered  in  a  public  employment,  or  for  the  use  of  property 
in  which  the  public  has  an  interest,  is  only  changing  a  regulation 
which  existed  before.  It  establishes  no  new  principle  in  the  law, 
but  only  gives  a  new  effect  to  an  old  one. 

We  know  that  this  is  a  power  which  may  be  abused;  but  that  is 
no  argument  against  its  existence.  For  protection  against  abusei* 
by  legislatures  the  people  must  resort  to  the  polls,  not  to  the 
courts. 

4^fter  what  has  already  been  said,  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  at 
length  to  the  effect  of  the  other  provision  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment  which  is  relied  upon,  viz.,  that  no  state  shall  "deny 
to  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal  protection  of  the 
laws."  Certainly,  it  can  not  be  claimed  that  this  prevents  the 
state  from  regulating  the  fares  of  hackmen  or  the  charges  of 
draymen  in  Chicago,  unless  it  does  the  same  thing  in  every  other 
place  within  its  jurisdiction.  But,  as  has  been  seen,  the  power 
to  regulate  the  business  of  warehouses  depends  upon  the  same 
principle  as  the  power  to  regulate  hackmen  and  draymen,  and 
what  can  not  be  done  in  the  one  case  in  this  particular  can  not 
be  done  in  the  other. 

We  come  now  to  consider  the  effect  upon  this  statute  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  regulate  commerce. 

It  was  very  properly  said  in  the  case  of  the  State  Tax  on  Hail- 
loay  Gross  Receipts^  15  Wall.  293,  that  "it  is  not  everything 
that  affects  commerce  that  amounts  to  a  regulation  of  it,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Constitution."  The  warehouses  of  these 
plaintiffs  in  error  are  situated  and  their  business  carried  on  ex- 
clusively within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  They  are 
used  as  instruments  by  those  engaged  in  state  as  well  as  those 
engaged  in  the  inter-state  commerce,  but  they  are  no  more  nec- 
essarily a  part  of  commerce  itself  than  the  dray  or  the  cart  by 
which,  but  for  them,  grain  would  be  transferred  from  one  rail- 
road station  to  another.  Incidentally  they  may  become  con- 
nected with  inter-state  commerce,  but  not  necessarily  so.  Their 
regulation  is  a  thing  of  domestic  concern,  and,  certainly,  until 
Congress  acts  in  reference  to  their  inter-state  relations,  the  state 
may  exercise  all  the  powers  of  government  over  them,  even 
though  in  so  doing  it  may  indirectly  operate  upon  commerce 
outside  its  immediate  jurisdiction.  We  do  not  say  that  a  case 
may  not  arise  in  which  it  will  be  found  that  a  state,  under  the 
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form  of  regulating  its  own  affairs,  has  encroached  npon  the  ex- 
clusive domain  of  Congress  in  respect  to  inter-state  commerce, 
but  we  do  say  that,  upon  the  facts  as  they  are  presented  to  ns  in 
this  record,  that  has  not  been  done. 

Tlie  remaining  objection,  to  wit,  that  the  statute  in  its  present 
form  is  repugnant  to  sect.  9,  art.  1,  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  because  it  gives  preference  to  the  ports  of  one 
state  over  those  of  another,  may  be  disposed  of  by  the  single  re- 
mark that  this  provision  operates  only  as  a  limitation  of  Jhe 
powers  of  Congress,  and  in  no  respect  affects  tlie  states  in  the 
regulation  of  their  domestic  affairs. 

We  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  statute  in  question  is  not  re 
pugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that  there 
is  no  error  in  the  judgment.  In  passing  upon  this  case  we  have 
not  been  unmindful  of  the  vast  importance  of  the  questions  in- 
volved. This  and  cases  of  a  kindred  character  were  argued  be- 
fore us  more  than  a  year  ago  by  the  most  eminent  counsel,  and 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  their  well-earned  reputations.  We  have 
kept  the  cases  long  under  advisement,  in  order  that  their  decision 
might  be  the  result  of  our  mature  deliberations. 

JmJgment  afflrmed, 

Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Co.  v.  State  of  Iowa, 
4  Otto,  155,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  169. 

Per  Chief  Justice  Waitk: 

Railroad  companies  are  carriers  for  hire.  Tliey  are  incorpo- 
rated as  such,  and  given  extraordinary  powers,  in  order  that 
they  may  the  better  serve  the  public  in  that  capacity.  They  are, 
therefore,  engaged  in  a  public  employment  affecting  the  public 
interest,  and,  under  the  decision  in  Munn  v.  Illinois,  supra^  p. 
113,  subject  to  legislative  control  as  to  their  rates  of  fare  and 
freight,  unless  protected  by  their  charters. 

The  Burlington  and  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company,  the 
benefit  of  whose  charter  the  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy 
Railroad  Company  now  claims,  was  organized  under  the  general 
corporation  law  of  Iowa,  with  power  to  contract,  in  reference  to 
its  business,  the  same  as  private  individuals,  and  to  establish 
by-laws  and  make  all  rules  and  regulations  deemed  expedient  in 
relation  to  its  affairs,  but  being  subject,  nevertheless,  at  all  times 
to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa 
ZAight  from  time  to  time  enact  and  provide.   This  is^  in  substance, 
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its  charter,  and  to  that  extent  it  is  protected  as  by  a  contract; 
for  it  is  now  too  late  to  contend  that  the  charter  of  a  corporation 
is  not  a  contract  within  the  meaning  of  that  clause  in  the  Con- 
biitution  of  tlie  United  States  which  prohibits  a  state  from  pass- 
ing any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  a  contract.  Whatever 
is  granted  is  secured  subject  only  to  the  limitations  and  reserva- 
tions in  the  charter  or  in  the  laws  or  constitutions  which  gov- 
ern it. 

This  company,  in  the  transactions  of  its  business,  has  the  same 
rights,  and  is  subject  to  the  same  control,  as  private  individuals 
under  the  same  circumstances.  It  must  carry  when  called  upon 
to  do  so,  and  can  charge  only  a  reasonable  sum  for  tlie  carriage. 
In  the  absence  of  any  legislative  regulation  upon  the  subject, 
tlie  courts  must  decide  for  it,  as  they  do  for  private  persons,  when 
controversies  arise,  what  is  reasonable.  But  when  the  legisla- 
ture steps  in  and  prescribes  a  maximum  of  charge,  it  operates 
upon  this  corporation  the  same  as  it  does  upon  individuals  en- 
gaged in  a  similar  business.  It  was  within  the  power  of  the 
company  to  call  upon  the  legislature  to  fix  permanently  this 
limit,  and  make  it  a  part  of  the  charter;  and,  if  it  was  refused,  to 
abstain  from  building  the  road  and  establishing  the  contem- 
plated business.  If  that  had  been  done,  the  charter  might  have 
presented  a  contract  against  future  legislative  interference.  But 
it  was  not;  and  the  company  invested  its  capital,  rel^^ing  upon 
the  good  faith  of  the  people  and  the  wisdom  and  impartiality  of 
legislators  for  protection  against  wrong  under  the  form  of  legis- 
lative regulation. 

It  is  a  matter  of  no  importance  that  the  power  of  regulation 
now  under  consideration  was  not  exercised  for  more  than  twenty 
years  after  this  company  was  organized.  A  power  of  govern- 
ment which  Actually  exists  is  not  lost  by  non-user.  A  good  gov- 
ernment never  puts  forth  its  extraordinary  powers,  except  under 
circumstances  which  require  it.  That  government  is  the  best 
which,  while  performing  all  its  duties,  interferes  the  least  with 
the  lawful  pursuits  of  its  people. 

In  1691,  during  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  William  and 
Mary,  Parliament  provided  for  the  regulation  of  the  rates  of 
charges  by  common  carriers.  This  statute  remained  in  force, 
with  some  amendment,  until  1827,  when  it  was  repealed,  and  it 
lias  never  been  re-enacted.     Ko  one  supposes  that  the  power  to 
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restore  its  provisions  has  been  lost.  A  change  of  circumstances 
seemed  to  render  such  a  regulation  no  longer  necessary,  and  it 
was  abandoned  for  the  time.  The  power  was  not  surrendered. 
That  remains  for  future  exercise,  when  required.  So  here,  the 
power  of  regulation  existed  from  the  beginning,  but  it  was  not 
exercised  until  in  the  judgment  of  the  body  politic  the  condi- 
tion of  things  was  such  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  the  common 
good. 

Neither  does  it  affect  the  case  that  before  the  power  was  exer- 
cised the  company  had  pledged  its  income  as  security  for  the 
payment  of  debts  incurred,  and  had  leased  its  road  to  a  tenant 
that  relied  upon  the  earnings  for  the  means  of  paying  the  agreed 
rent.  The  company  could  not  grant  or  pledge  more  than  it  had 
to  give.  After  the  pledge  and  after  the  lease  the  property  re- 
mained within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  and  continued  sub- 
ject to  the  same  governmental  powers  that  existed  before. 

The  objection  that  the  statute  complained  of  is  void  because  it 
amounts  to  a  regulation  of  commerce  among  the  states,  has  been 
sufficiently  considered  in  the  case  of  Munn  v.  Illinois,  This  road, 
like  the  warehouse  in  that  case,  is  situated  within  the  limits  of  a 
single  state.  Its  business  is  carried  on  there,  and  its  regulation 
is  a  ujatter  of  domestic  concern.  It  is  employed  in  state  as  well 
as  in  inter-state  commerce,  and,  until  Congress  acts,  the  state 
must  be  permitted  to  adopt  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare  of  the 
people  within  its  own  jurisdiction,  even  though  in  so  doing 
those  without  may  be  indirectly  afiected. 

It  remains  only  to  consider  whether  the  statute  is  in  conflict 
with  sect.  4,  art.  1,  of  the  Constitution  of  Iowa,  which  provides 
that  "all  laws  of  a  general  nature  shall  have  a  uniform  opera- 
tion," and  that  "  the  General  Assembly  shall  not  grant  to  any 
citizen,  or  class  of  citizens,  privileges  or  immunities  which,  upon 
the  same  terms,  shall  not  equally  belong  to  all  citizens." 

The  statute  divides  the  railroads  of  the  state  into  classes,  ac- 
cording to  business,  and  establishes  a  maximum  of  rates  for 
each  of  the  classes.  It  operates  uniformly  on  each  class,  and 
this  is  all  the  Constitution  requires.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the 
state,  in  the  case  of  McAwiich  v.  M.  (&M.  Railroad  Co.^  20  Iowa, 
34:3,  in  speaking  of  legislation  as  to  classes,  said,  "These  laws  are 
general  and  uniform,  not  because  they  operate  upon  every  per- 
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son  in  the  state,  for  they  do  not,  but  because  every  person  who 
is  brouglit  within  the  relation  and  circumstances  provided  for  is 
afiFected  by  the  law.  They  tire  general  and  uniform  in  their  op- 
eration upon  all  persons  in  the  like  situation,  and  the  fact  of  their 
being  general  and  uniform  is  not  aflTected  by  the  number  of  per- 
sons within  the  scope  of  their  operation."  This  act  does  not 
grant  to  any  railroad  company  privileges  or  immunities  which, 
upon  the  same  terms,  do  not  equally  belong  to  every  other  rail- 
road company.  Whenever  a  company  comes  into  any  class,  it 
has  all  the"  privileges  and  immunities"  that  have  been  granted 
by  the  statute  to  any  other  company  in  that  class. 

It  is  very  clear  that  a  uniform  rate  of  charges  for  all  railroad 
companies  in  the  state  might  operate  unjustly  upon  some.  It 
was  proper,  therefore,  to  provide  in  some  way  for  an  adaptation 
of  the  rates  to  the  circumstances  of  the  different  roads;  and  the 
General  Assembly,  in  the  exercise  of  its  legislative  discretion,  has 
seen  fit  to  do  this  by  a  system  of  classification.  "Whether  this  was 
the  best  that  could  have  been  done  is  not  for  us  to  decide.  Our 
province  is  only  to  determine  whether  it  could  be  done  at  all,  and 
under  any  circumstances.  If  it  could,  the  legislature  must  de- 
cide for  itself,  subject  to  no  control  from  us,  whether  the  com- 
mon good  requires  that  it  should  be  done. 

Decree  affirmed. 

3.  Right  of  the  state  and  other  authorities  to  fix  rates  and 
tolls. — Each  state  has  the  power  to  make  such  laws,  either 
special  or  general,  as  it  thinks  proper,  not  inconsistent  with  its 
own  constitution  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  for 
tiie  creation  of  private  corporations  to  construct  works  of  internal 
improvement,  as  railroads  and  canals,  for  the  transportation 
of  persons  and  property.'  They  may  also  charge  and  receive  a 
bonus  therefor,  as  a  consideration  for  the  charter  privilege, 
either  as  a  specific  annual  sum,  or  as  a  percentage  on  the  annual 
receipts  for  transportation  collected  by  tlie  company,  if  such  bo- 
nus be  provided  for  by  a  provision  of  the  charter,  or  by  a  law  of 
a  general  nature  cotemporaneous  therewith  and  entering  therein ; 
and  the  same  will  not  be  obnoxious  to  that  clause  of  the  United 
States  Constitution  which  confers  upon  Congress  the  exclusive 
power  to  regulate  commerce  between  tho  siAtes,  although  the 

»  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Maryland,  21  Wall.  456,  471. 
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effect  may  be  to  necessarily  increase  the  rates  of  fare  and  trans- 
portation to  be  charged  by  the  corporators  to  meet  the  increased 
expense  thus  incurred.* 

The  several  states  may,  by  a  like  provision  of  the  charter,  or 
by  a  like  cotemporaneous  general  law  entering  therein,  limit  or 
regulate,  or  give  power  to  the  corporations  to  fix,  the  tolls  and 
rates  of  fare  and  transportation  to  be  received  by  such  corpora- 
tion; and  if  accepted  by  organizing   under   charters,  or  under 
general  incorporation  laws,  embodying  such  provisions,  the  cor- 
porations thus  created  will   be  bound  thereby.*    This  power  in 
the  several  states  is  unlimited  and  sovereign  in  its  nature,  and  is 
a  subject  of  legislative  discretion,  against  tlie  abuse  of  wliicli 
the  public  security  is  to  be  found  in  the  responsibility  to  the  peo- 
ple of  those  for  the  time  being  invested  with  legislative  power.' 

But  a  charter  being  a  contract,  which  may  not  be  impaire<J, 
then  if  it  gives  to  the  corporation  the  right  to  fix  its  own  rates 
of  pay  for  services  to  be  rendered,  and  it  does  so,  then  the  legis- 
latures of  the  several  states,  not  being,  like  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, omnipotent  in  point  of  power,  it  follows  theretrom  that 
such  privilege  can  not  be  bj'  them  restricted  or  taken  away,  un- 
less by  a  law  subsequently  passed,  and  accepted  by  the  com- 
pany, so  as  to  amount  to  consent  thereto.*  As  where,  by  the 
law  of  its  creation,  or  under  which  it  is  organized  and  permitted 
to  have  and  exercise  its  corporate  en  tit}',  franchise  and  powers, 
the  right  exists  in  the  public,  through  state  legislation,  to  fix 
and  regulate  the  rates  and  price  of  services  of  transportation, 
then  if  the  legislature  fix  the  rates,  and   the  company  accept 


I'Balt.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mary- 
land, 21  Wall.  456,  471. 

a  Bait,  tfe  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Mary- 
land, 21  Wall.  4.56,  471;  Parker  v. 
Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co.,  109  Mass. 
606,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  521. 

» Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mary- 
land, 21  Wall.  456,  471. 

*  Story's  Cotnta.  on  the  Constitu- 
tion, Sees.  1386,  13^7,  1388;  Hartford 
&  New  Haven  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Croswell, 
5  Hill,  383;  Ham  Iton  v.  Keith  and 
others,  5  Bush  (Ky.),  4.'8;  S.  C.  1 
With.'s  Corp.  Cas.  549;  Ala.  &  Flor. 
R.  R.  Co.    p.  Burkett,  46   Ala.  509; 


Micou  and  others  r.  Tallassee  Brklge 
Co.,  47  Ala.  652,  656;  Wales  r.  Stet- 
son, 2  Mass.  146;  Boston  &  Lowell  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Salem  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Co., 
2  Gray,  34;  Dartmouth  Colle^  f?. 
Woodward,  4  Wheat.  518.  4  Cond. 
R.  519;  Statu  Bank  of  Ohio  v.  Knoop, 
16  How.  380;  Ohio  Life  Ins.  &  Trust 
Co.  ».  Debolt,  16  How.  428;  Bingham- 
ton  Bridge  Case,  3  Wall.  73;  Minot 
p.  Phila.,  Wil.  &  Baltimore  R.  R.  Co., 
18  Wall.  206;  Washington  Brd^ 
Co.  r.  The  State,  18  Conn.  64;  Day 
t\  Owen,  5  Mich.  627. 
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and  consent  thereto^  by  organizing  under,  or  if  already  organ- 
ized, thereby  taking  the  benefit  of,  the  statute,  such  organiza- 
tion, or  such  acceptance,  as  tlie  case  may  be,  amounts  im- 
pliedly to  a  contract  on  its  part  to  submit  to  such  regulation; 
and  it  is  bonnd  thereb}'  as  by  any  other  contract,  lawful  in 
itself,  and  made  for  a  valuable  consideration.*  Moreover,  the 
grant  or  privilege  accorded  by  the  law  is  a  consideration  valid 
to  bind  the  company,  if  thus  accepted.' 

In  Wisconsin  it  is  held,  under  the  well  known  "Potter  law"  of 
that  state,  that  a  railroad  company  is  bound  to  deliver  freight  to 
a  consiirnee  upon  a  tender  of  the  highest  legal  charge  allowed, 
although  the  com])any  may  have  paid  the  charges  of  another 
company  from  whom  they  received  the  freight,  for  transporting 
it  over  a  distance  where  the  first  company  had  no  line,  and 
although  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  charge  and  receive 
tlTe  same  amount  if  it  had  been  consigned  to  them  as  a  point 
reached  by  their  own  line,  and  they  had  not  been  obliged  to  pay 
freiirhtaffe.*  In  cases  like  this,  the  total  charjje  should  be  col- 
lected  by  one  company,  and  divided  between  them  and  the  con- 
necting line  or  lines  upon  some  equitable  principle.* 

4.  What  action  of  the  company  necessary  to  establish. — The 
establishini'  of  rates  and  fares,  from  time  to  time,  bv  a  railroad 
corporation,  need  not  be  by  action  of  the  board  of  directors;  it 
maj'  be  done  by  the  agents  and  officers  of  the  compatiy  other 
than  the  board  of  directors.'  Nor  must  such  action  neceAsarily 
be  in  writing,  or  provable  by  the  records;*  parol  evidence  thereof 
will  be  sufficient.' 

5.  Right  of  company  to  discriminate. — Railroad  corporations 
may  lawfully  discriminate  between  the  price  of  passenger  tickets 


» Hamilton  v.  Keith,  5  Bush  (Ky.), 
458;  S.  C.  1  With.'s  Corp.  Cases,  549; 
Parker  v.  Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co.,  109 
Mass.  506,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  521. 

*  Hamilton  v.  Keith,  supra. 

*  Ackl(»y  t;.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  PaulRy.  Co.,  36  Wis.  252,  9  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  112. 

*  Ibid.  See  Chica;?o,  M.  &  St.  P.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Ackley,  4  Otto,  179,  16  Am. 
Ky.  Rep.  176, where  it  is  held  tbo  com- 
pany can  not  recover  more  than  the 


maximum  rate,  by  showing  that  the 
amount  demanded  is  no  more  than 
a  reasonable  charge. 

^Jeflfirs^onville  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Rog-ers, 
28  Ind.  1;  Manchester  &  Lawrence 
R.  R,  Co.  V.  Fisk,  a-i  N.  H.  297;  Hill- 
iard  r.  Goold,  34  N.  H.  2;)0. 

•  Jcireifsonville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rogers, 
28  Ind.  1. 

^  Jeff?rsonville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rogers, 
28  Ind.  1. 
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and  of  passage  when  payment  is  made  on  the  cars.*  Tliev  mn 
not,  liowever,  letrally  discriminate  between  persons;  thej  nirist 
all  be  treated  alike.' 

And  so  railroad  companies  may  lawfully  discriminate  in  their 
charges  of  fares  and  freights  between  domestic  passeng^ers,  and 
those  taken   np  in   and  coming  into  or  passing  through  a  state 
from  another  state,  when  allowed  by  statute,  and  such  discrincii- 
nation  will  be  legal;'  though  the  rates  must  be  uniform  as  to  all 
persons  and  things  of  each  particular  class.*     And  such,  too,  we 
conceive  to  be  the  law,  as  to  the  right  to  thus  discriminate, 
wherever  the  company  retains  its  corporate  right  to  fix  its  own 
rates  and  fares.     If,  however,  from  any  provision  in  the  charter 
or  law  of  the  charter,  or  in  any  other  subsequent  statute  accepted 
by  the  company,  such  privilege  of  discriminating  between  local 
or  domestic  freights,  and  freights  taken  up  in  and  carried  into 
another  state,  is  conferred  upon  the  company,  the  statute  so  con- 
ferring it  is  not  in  contravention  of   the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.*     Sucli  a  discrimination  is  not  a  personal  distinc- 
tion, and  does  not  deny  to  any  citizen  of  another,  or  of  any  state, 
any   privileges  or  immunities  which  it  does  not  deny  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  state  wherein  it  is  exercised.' 

When  by  law  rates  and  fares  of  railroad  transportation  are 
subject  to  statutory  regulation,  and  by  the  statute  it  is  provided 
tliat  the  "  average  charges  for  toll  and  transportation  "  of  freights 
shall  not  exceed  a  certain  rate  per  mile,  it  is  allowable  to  the 
company  to  impose  a  charge  of  more  than  such  rate  per  mile  for 
some  distances  and  on  some  articles,  and  a  less  rate  for  others, 
so  that,  upon  the  whole  business  of  freights,  the  average  charge 
does  not,  per  mile,  exceed  the  average  rate  limited.'  In  the 
language  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  Mkrcub,  J., 
"There  is  nothing  in  the  act  requiring  that  this  adjustment 

'Indianapolis,  Peru  &  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Catawissa,  W.  &  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  24 

V.  Rinard,  46  Ind.  293.  Pcnn.  St.  (12  Harris),  378. 

'  Indianapolis,    Peru    &    Chi.    Ry.  **  Shipper  and  ant^thei*  v.  The  Penn- 

Co.  V.  Rinard,  46  Ind.  293.  sylvania  R.  U.  Co.,  47  Penn.  St.  (11 

*  Shipper  et  al.  p.. Pennsylvania  R.  Wright),  333. 

R.   Co.,  47  Penn.   St.  (11    Wright),  •  Shipper  and  another  r.  The  Penn- 

338.  sylvania  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Penn.  St.  3:'^. 

*  Shipper  et  ah  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  '  Hersh  t\  North-^rn  Cent  R.  W. 
R.  Co.,  47  Pcnn.  St.  3aS,  341;  Sandford  Co.,  74  Penn.  St.  181. 
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slionld  be  so  made  as  to  bear  equally  upon  each  individual  with- 
out regard  to  kind  of  fVt'c^lit  or  distance."^ 

In  an  action  under  the  Illinois  statute  of  May  2,  1873,  for  un- 
just discrimination  and  extortion  by  a  railway  company,  it  is 
necessary  to  aver  that  freights  for  which  a  certain  tariff  was 
charged  were  "of  like  quantity  of  the  same  class"  as  those  for 
which  a  less  tariff  was  chariTcd ;'  that  a  schedule  of  reasonable 
tariff  had  been  established  in  accordance  with  the  statute,  and 
that  defendant  had  charged  and  received  compensation  in  excess 
ot*  such  tariff.' 

Laws  aL!:ainst  discrimination  do  not  apply  to  freight  trans- 
ported over  other  railroads,  for  whom  the  defendant  acts  as  a 
collecting  agent;  they  only  affect  freight  transported  by  the 
defendant  as  a  common  carrier  over  its  own  road.* 

6.  Rates  and  fares  of  lessees. — A  railroad  corporation,  lessee 
of  another  company's  railroad,  and  operating  the  same,  takes  to 
Uself  all  the  rights  of,  and  becomes  liable  to  all  the  burdens  ap- 
pertaining t(>,  the  lessors,  as  to  the  user  of  the  road,  or  which  it 
was  subject  to  at  the  time  of  making  the  lease.  The  lessee  may 
lix  its  own  rates  of  transportation  and  fares  over  the  road  thus 
leased  by  it,  irrespective  of  its  own  rates  and  fares  over  its  own 
road,  and  irrespective  of  tiie  rates  and  fares  previously  fixed  or 
exacted  by  the  lessors  over  the  road  thus  leased,  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  the  lessors  had  power  in  law  to  fix  the  same.* 

7.  Over-charges  and  violations  of  rate  laws. — Railroad  cor- 
porations holding  themselves  out  as  common  carriers  are  bound 
to  carry  for  all  alike,  and  for  a  reasonable  compensation,  such 
persons  and  property  as  are  offered  for  transportation,  and  are 
suitable  to  be  carried,  provided  paj^nent  therefor  be  made  or 
tendered." 

If  unreasonable  or  exorbitant  charij:es  be  claimed  or  demanded 

»Horsh   V.  Northern    Cent.   R.  W.  »  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sly,  65  Penn. 

Co.,  74  Penn.  St.  181,  190.  St.  200;  Fisher  v.  N.  York  Central  &; 

^  Chicaero,  Piirlmtrton  &  Quincy  R.  Hud.sou  River  R.  R.  Co.,  46  N.  Y, 

R.  Co.  r.  Tho  People,  77  111.  44:J,  8  644. 

Am.  Ry.  Rep.  92,  *  Memam  r.  Hartford  &  N.  Haven 

*  Chiciijfo,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Conn.  354;  Jordan  r. 
R.  Co.  V.  Tlie  People,  supra.  Fall  River   R.   R.  Co.,   5  Cash.   69; 

♦  Coram,  r.  Worcester  &  Nashua  New  Jersey  Steam  Nav.  Co.  v.  The 
R.  R.  Co.,  124  Mass.  561,  18  Am.  Ry.  Merchants'  Bank,  6  How.  344. 

Rep.  418. 
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by  the  company,  and  are  tacitly  acquiesced  in  and  paid  without 
})rotest  by  the  party  seeking  the  service,  and  there  is  no  rule  of 
law  but  that  of  the  common  law,  the  party  thus  paying  has  no 
riglit  of  action  for  the  excess  so  paid,  although  the  amount  paid 
be  more  than  a  reasonable  compensation,  if  there  be  no  mistake, 
deception  or  fraud.     It  is  what  in  law  is  termed  a  voluntary  pay- 
iiicnt,  and  no  part  of  it  can  be  recovered  back;  for  a  party  may 
not  only  agree  as  to  what  is  reasonable,  but  may  also  agree  to 
])ay  more  than   is  reasonable,  if  he  thinks  proper,  and  having 
done  so,  can  have  no  action  therefor.*    lie  is  not  bound,  however, 
to  pay  an  unreasonable  price,  but  may  have  his  action  agaiu£^t 
tlie  carrier  for  refusing  to  carry  for  a  reasonable  compensation.* 
The  measure  of  damages,  however,  is  a  difiFerent  question,  and 
may  be  influenced  by  the  conduct  of  the  party  himself  in  respect 
to  the  losses  resultinor  tlierefrom.     lie  must  still  care  for  his 
goods,  and  as  compensatory  damages,  will  only  be  allowed  such 
as  naturally  and  directly  result  from  the  refusal  to  receive  and 
curry  for  a  reasonable  price.     On   the  other  hand,  he  may  pay 
the  amount  demanded,  however  exorbitant,  protesting  against 
tlie  same  at  the  time,  clearly  and    distinctly,  for  excessiveness, 
and    afterward,  if  the  matter  stands  as  at  common  law,  may 
have  his  action  against  the  carrier  ibr  the  excess,  and  recover  for 
the  sjime." 


^  Arnold  &  Du  Bose  v.  The  Georpfia 
R.  R.  «k  Banking  Co.,  50  Geo.  304, 
8iW;  Poiomac  Coal  Co.  v.  The  Cumber- 
hnd  &  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  38  Mel.  226; 
Hall  r.  Shultz,  4  John.  240;  Fleetwood 
r.  City  of  N.  Y.,  2  Sandf.  47r);  New 
York  &  Harlem  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mai*sh, 
12  N.  Y.  312:  P^lliott  v.  Swartwout, 
10  Pet.  153;  Maillard  v.  Lawrence,  3 
TMatch.  C.  C.  :i78;  "Kriesler  r,  Morton, 
2  Curt.  239.  If  the  company  receipts 
tor  poods  to  be  transpo  ted  to  a  point 
beyond  its  line  for  a  fixed  sum ,  and  the 
consignor  is  charged  a  larger  sum,  it 
is  liable  for  the  excess:  Detroit  &  Bay 
City  Ry.  Co.  r.  McKenzie,  43  Mich. 
609;  S.  C.  5  N.  W.  Repr.  1031,  21 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  107.  A  variance  in 
d' 'scribing  the  defendant's  undertak- 
ing as  one  to-  carry   the  whole   dis- 


tance, is  immaterial:  Ibid.  If,  in  con- 
sideration of  unexpected  difficulties 
occurring  in  the  transportation,  the 
consi*rtior  agrees  to,  and  does,  pay  an 
additional  sum  for  the  carriage,  he  can 
not  recover  it  back :  Ibid. 

^  Angell  on  Carriers,  sec.  124;  Mer* 
riam  r.  Hartford  &  New  Haven  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  Conn.  354;  Pickford  v.  Grand 
Junction  R.  W.  Co.,  8  M.  &  Welsh. 
Reps.  372;  Crouch  t>.  Great  Northern  R. 
W.  Co.,  :U  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  Reps.  573. 

^  Beatty  v.  United  States,  Deverciix 
(U.  S.  Ct.  of  Clms.),  231;  Sturges  ©. 
United  States,  Devereux  (U.  S.  Ct.  of 
Clms.),  244;  Bend  r.  Hoyt.  13  Pet.  263; 
(iriswold  V.  Lawrence,  1  Blatch.  C.  C. 
599;  Drake  v,  Redfield,  4  Blatch.  C.  C. 
116;  Svvartwont  r.  Oihon,  3  How.  110; 
Maxwell  v.  Griswold,  10  How.  242. 
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And  so,  if  excess  of  compensation  be  paid  by  mistake;'  but 
not  for  mere  mistake  of  law.' 

The  protest,  as  well  in  case  of  exorbitant  charges  over  reasonable 
compensation  at  common  law,  as  in  cases  of  excessive  payments 
over  the  amount  allowed  by  statute,  should  be  explicit,  and 
should  give  notice  of  the  intention  to  sue  for  recovery  .back  of 
the  amount  in  either  case  overpaid,  especially  if  payment  is 
made  to  an  agent 

If,  however,  the  amount  of  compensation  is  limited  by  stat- 
ute, and  no  remedy  against  the  party  taking  it  is  provided,  and 
no  penalty  is  imposed  for  the  taking  of  it,  then  the  party  of 
whom  an  excessive  charge  or  compensation  is  demanded  fori 
services  as  common  carrier  may  pay  the  same  under  protest,  and 
afterward  by  an  action  recover  back  the  excess  paid  over  and 
above  the  sum  allowed  by  the  statute.  But  if  the  statute 
creates  new  rights  and  limitations,  and  not  only  limits  the 
amount  of  compensation,  but  also  imposes  a  penalty  on  the 
party  taking  it,  to  be  recovered  by  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
party  making  the  payment,  and  nothing  be  said  as  to  a  sep- 
arate action  for  the  over-charge,  then  if  such  penalty  be  of  a 
character  sufficient  to  indemnify  and  make  whole  the  injured 
party,  he  can  not,  in  addition  thereto,  have  an  action  also  for 
the  excess,  for  this  would  he  to  give  a  double  remedy.  As,  for 
instance,  to  illustrate  the  subject,  where  the  penalty  given  was 
a  number  of  times  the  excess  of  rates  demanded  and  received, 
it  is  held  that  such  penalty  is  inclusive  of  the  excess,  and  no 
further  action  or  remedy  exists  or  can  be  maintiiined  by  the 
injured  party,  for  that  fall  redress  is  given  by  the  penalty 
itself.'  But,  on  the  other  hand,  where  by  statute  the  penalty  im- 


'  Baltimore  &  Susquehanna  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Faunce.  6  Gill  (Md.),  68. 

2  Elliott  V.  Swartwout,  10  Pet.  153; 
United  States  v.  Clement,  Crabbe,  499; 
Corkle  p.  Maxwell,  3  Blatch.  C.  C. 
413. 

'  Sedg.  on  Stat,  and  Const.  Law,  94, 
95,  96,  404;  Thurston  v.  Prentiss  et 
a/.,  1  Mich.  196;  Gedney  v.  The  Inhab- 
itants of  Tewksbury,  3  Mass.  307;  City 
of  Bo.ston  V.  Shaw,  1  Met,  (Mass.), 
1:50;  Crosby  p.  Bennett,  7  Met.  (Mass.), 


17;  Almy  v.  Harris,  5  John.  R.  175; 
Smith  v/  Lockwood,  13  Barb.  209; 
Moncrief  v.  Ely,  19  Wend.  40"; 
Lang  r.  Scott,  1  Blackf.  405;  Cam- 
eron V.  Baker,  1  Carr.  &  Payne,  2f)S. 
**  The  statute  gives  the  only  remedy, 
and  the  parties  are  confined  to  it": 
Wing,  J.,  1  Mich.  201.  "  It  is  a  sul)- 
stitute  for  the  remedy  at  common 
law":  SiiAW,  C.  J.,  Crosby  p.  Ben- 
nett, 7  Met.  17,  19.  The  rule  form*  i- 
ly   as  to  recovery  also  of  the  exces-s 
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[)0<ed  18  a  fixed  sum,  or  sums  limited  within  certain  amonnts, 
and  yet  notliincr  l>e  said  about  an  additional  action  for  recovery 
back  of  the  net  amount  of  excess  paid,  such  action  may  be  sus- 
tained, for  the  reason  tiiat  the  penalty  fixed  by  law  might  not  in 
all  cases  indemnify  tiie  party:  as  in  some  instances  the  amonnt 
paid  in  excess  niiglit  be  greater  than  the  j>enalty,  so  as  to  still 


was  in  casos  where  the  act  was  malum 
prohibitum^  or  iu  itseit  illegal  and 
expre.ssly  bo:  Shaw,  C.  J.  lb.  In 
the  ca^ie  above  cited  from  1  Mich. 
196,  Thurston  r.  Prentisp,  the  fltatute 
ffrive  a  penalty  for  tiiking  u^^urious  in- 
t«'rest,  of  three- fold  the  usury  taken, 
liut  did  not  declare  the  contract  void. 
Wing,  J.:  The  statutory  remedy 
"  must  be  strictly  pursued,"  and  none 
other  can  be  had.  Same  ruling  in 
Crosby  v.  Bennett,  7  Met.  17.  In  this 
last  cited  ca.se  the  court  say:  "The 
right  to  recover  back  thre*e  times  the 
amount  of  the  usurious  interest  paid,  is 
given  by  statute  to  the  party  who  has 
paid,  and  is  partly  in  nature  of  an 
tviuitable  action  to  recover  buck  money 
which  the  defendant  can  not  conscien- 
tioQKly  and  justly  retiiin,  and  partly  in 
nature  of  a  penalty.  So  far  as  it  af- 
fords a  remedy  to  recover  back  money 
wrongfully  taken,  it  is  a  sul)Ntitute  for 
the  renv'dy  at  common  law."  *  * 
The  statutory  limitation  is  different 
ns  to  these  two  rrmedios,  and  if  a 
different  one  be  permitted  than  that 
given  by  the  statute,  then  the  court 
say,  the  limitation  as  to  an  action  for 
the  statute  penalty  would  be  evaded. 
In  Lang  v.  Scott,  the  court  say: 
**If  a  statute  is  introductory  of  new 
rights  which  did  not  before  exist  in  the 
country,  and  prescribes  a  penalty  for 
their  violalion,  the  persons  claiming 
under  the  act  must  depend,  for  the 
security  of  the  rights  thus  claimed, 
uiion  the  provisions  therein  spei-ified." 
Hut  **\Vlien  there  is  a  pre-existing 
ri^ht  at  common  law,  and  an  affirma- 


tive statute  intervenes  inflicting  a 
new  penalty,  the  law  is  otherwise.'' 
Blackford,  J.,  1  Blackf.  405.  In 
such  case,  if  the  penalty  given  by 
statufp  has  been  lost  by  the  repeal  of 
the  statute,  in  an  action  brought  under 
the  statute  to  recover  such  penalty, 
there  can  be  no  recovery,  as  in  a  com- 
mon law  action,  for  the  excess  of  such 
charge**  above  reasonable  rat  *s,  at  least 
Without  amendment  of  the  complaint: 
Street^r  v.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry,  Co.,  44  Wis.  'S&i,  18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  196.  The  questions  whether 
the  common  law  action  was  suspended 
by  the  statutory  substitute,  whether 
the  repeal  of  the  statute  restored  the 
common  law  action  in  cases  occurnng 
ui;der  the  statute,  and  whether  the 
rates  fixed  by  statute  would  be  taken 
as  the  standard  of  reasonable  rates, 
were  adverted  to,  but  not  decided: 
Ibid.  See,  to  same  eflFect,  Smith  v. 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Ry.  Co.,  43 
Wis.  686;  and  Same  Case  on  another 
appeal,  after  amendment  of  the  com- 
plaint, in  49  Wis.  443,  1  Am.  *  Kng. 
R.  R.  Cas.  303.  It  was  held  in  the 
latter  case  that  the  question  whether 
an  action  would  lie  under  the  amend- 
ed complaint  for  the  illegal  excess 
simply,  was  not  re8  adjndicata;  and 
the  excessive  charges  being  alleged  in 
th(?  amended  complaint  to  have  been 
made  "  wrongfully  and  fraudulently," 
the  action  was  still  in  tort,  and  the 
amendment  was  properly  allowed.  It 
was  also  held  that  the  common  law 
nction  was  not  repealed  or  suspended 
by  the  statute. 
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leav'e  the  injured  party  without  full  redress.*  This  latter  ruling 
being  contrary  to  the  general  doctrine  on  the  subject,  and  based 
upon  tlie  single,  but  plausible,  reason  above  stated,  it  follows  that 
to  sustain  an  action  on  such  grounds,  or  to  make  the  ruling  in 
that  respect  a  precedent,  the  case  to  be  decided  must  be  one  in 
which  the  reason  above  given  clearly  applies;  for  when  the  reason 
of  the  law  ceases,  the  law  itself  ceases  to  exist  in  the  particular 
case. 

8.  Drawbacks  on  freights. — Eailroad  companies  may  lawfully 
make  contracts  to  refund  to  a  shipper  a  certain  portion  of  tiie 
stipulated  or  established  freight,  by  the  name  of  drawbacks  or 
rebates;'  but  an  agreement  not  to  allow  the  same  drawback  to 
others  is  against  public  policy  and  void."  But  if  such  objection- 
able  part  of  the  contract  is  severable,  it  will  not  affect  the 
validity  of  the  entire  contract.* 

Such  a  contract  will  be  held  to  apply  only  to  future  ship- 
ments, unless  expressed  to  the  contrar}'.*  And  where  such  a 
contract  is  entered  into  with  an  agent  of  the  company  for  that 
purpose  only,  with  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  shipper  that,  by 
the  ordinary  routine  of  business,  the  money  for  drawbacks  would 
come  to  him  through  the  hands  of  such  agent,  and  to  that  routine 
the  shipper  assented,  it  was  held  that  the  agent  of  the  company 
became  the  agent  of  the  shipper  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
money.' 

» Fuller  p.  The  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  54. 

R.  Co.,  31  Iowa,  187;  Salem  Turnpike  *  Stewart  v,  Lehigh  Valley  R.   R. 

&  C.  B.  Co.  V.  Hayes,  5  Cush.  458.  Co. 

^  Toledo,  Wabash  and  Western  R.  *  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago 

W.  Co.  V.  Elliott,  76  111.  67;  Stewart  v.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Fawsett,  56  III.  513,  4  Am. 

iienigh  Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  38  N.  J.  Ry.  Rep.  405. 

605,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  54.  » Pittsburgh,  F.  W.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.  r. 

•  Stewart  v.  Lehigh  Valley  R.   R.  Fawsett,  8upfa. 
Co.,  38  N.  J.  505,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
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RAILROAD  EARNINGS. 


Section. 

Are  not  the  property  of  the  stock- 
holders individually,  except  as 
in  dividends  declared        .         .      1 

May  l>e  mortgaged  l»y  the  com- 


Secdon. 

pany 2 

The  receipts  and  earnings  thus 
mortgaged,  cannot  be  taken  by 
garnishee  process      ...      3 


X.  Are  not  the  property  of  the  stockholders  individaally,  ex- 
cept as  in  dividends  declared. — The  net  earnin(^8  of  the  com- 
pany are  under  the  control  of  the  directory,  for  tlie  legitimate 
purposes  of  the  corporation,  and  are  not  tlie  property  of  the 
stockholders  individually  until  a  dividend  thereof  is  declared, 
and  only  so  then  to  the  extent  of  the  dividend.*  The  company, 
through  their  directory,  may  invest  it  in  betterments  of  the  road, 
at  their  discretion,  as  in  buildings,  machinery,  railroad  tracks, 
depots,  rolling  stock,  or  other  permanent  improvements  for  en- 
larging or  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  companj^.  If  so  in- 
vested, it  becomes  an  accretion  to  the  capital,  and  is  represented 
by  the  increased  value  of  the  capital  stock  occasioned  thereby. 
And  so  it  is  if  shares  of  capital  stock  be  issued  as  a  dividend,  to 
the  same  amount  therefor,  to  the  stockholders  in  lieu  of  the 
monev  dividend  itself.  In  sncli  latter  case,  the  new  issues  of 
stocks  are  not  what  is  termed  "  watered  stocks,"  but  are  a  legiti- 
mate issue  for  value  received  by  the  company  in  money,  and 
added  to  the  improvements  of  the  road.* 

As  money  thus  re-invested  in   the  road  becomes  an  increase 


^  Williston  r.  Mich.  S.  &  N.  Indiana 
R.  R.  Co.,  13  Allen,  400;  Boston  k 
liOwell  R.  R.  Co.  p.  The  Common- 
wealth, 100  Mass.  399;  S.  C.  1  With- 
row's  Corp.  Cas.  6->8,  642;  Minot  v, 
Paine  and  others,  99  Mass.  101 ;  S.  C. 
1  Wiihrow's  Corp.  Cas.  597;  Good- 
win f?.  Hardy,  57  Maine,   143;  March 

(137f?) 


c.  Railroad  Co.,  43  N.  H.  520.  They 
are  held  in  trust  by  the  officers  for 
the  payment  of  the  debts:  Newport 
k  Cincinnati  Bridge  Co.  p.  Douglass, 
12  Bush,  673,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  221. 

'  Minot  9.  Paine    and   others,  99 
Miiss.  101. 
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of  capital,  it  follows  that  the  increased  stocks  issued  to  represent 
the  same  are  part  of  the  capital  invested,  and  are  not  to  be 
accounted  as  income  to  the  stockholders  receiving  the  same.* 
Therefore,  where  stocks  are  holden  in  trust  for  one  person  to 
receive  the  income  thereof  for  life,  with  a  remainder. over  of 
the  whole  interest  or  capital  stock  itself  to  another  person,  such 
newly  created  stock  is  accounted  as  so  much  principal  or  capital, 
upon  which  the  beneficiary  for  life  will  receive  the  annual  divi- 
dends of  money;  but  the  new  stock  itself  goes  over,  with  the 
original  stock,  to  the  remainder  man,  at  the  death  of  the  person 
entitled  to  tlie  income  for  life.* 

Dividends  inure  to  those  persons  who  own  the  shares  of  capital 
stock  at  the  time  at  which  they  are  declared;'  and  though  they 
remain  uncollected,  tliey  do  not  pass  to  a  purchaser  of  the  stock 
by  a  sale  made  thereafter,*  unless  the  right  to  them  be  expressly 
included  in  the  purchase,  and  be  properly  transferred.  Tlie  sub- 
sequent purchaser  of  the  mere  shares  of  stock  takes  the  right  to 
only  such  dividends  thereof  as  shall  accrue  and  be  declared  while 
he  is  the  owner  of  the  stock.*  Such  dividends  are  incident  to  tlie 
shares,  to  which  a  purchaser  becomes  entitled,  provided  he  re- 
mains the  owner  thereof  until  the  dividend  is  made.' 

2.  May  be  mortgaged. — The  net  proceeds  of  the  receipts  and 
earnings  of  a  railroad  corporation,  remaining  over  as  profits,  may 
be  mortira<red,  and  this,  too,  in  advance  of  the  actual  construe- 
tion  of  the  road;  and  it  is  no  objection  thereto  that  they  are  not 
in  esse  at  the  time  of  making  the  mortgage.  And  when  a  mort- 
gage is  legally  executed,  and  in  good  faith,  upon  a  railroad, 
including  a  provision  that  after  the  road  and  its  branches  shall 
be  completed  and  in  operation,  the  company  shall,  after  paying 

'  Minot  V.   Paine   and   others,   99  Pr.  427;    Cent.  R.  R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  v. 

Mass.  101;    S.  C.  1  Withrow's   Corp.  Papot,  69  Ga.  342;  Ryan  v.  Leav.,  A. 

Cas.  597.  &   N.  W.    Ry.  Co.,  21    Kans.   402; 

*  Minot  V,  Paine   and    others,    99  Black  v.  Homersham,  L.  R.  4  Exch. 

Mass.  101;   S.  C.  1  Withrow's  Corp.  Div.  24. 

Cas.  597,  C06.  *  Goodwin  v.  Hardy,  57  Maine,  148; 

»  Goodwin  v.  Hardy,  57  Maine,  143;  March  v.  Railroad  Co.,  43  N.  H,  520. 

March  r.  R.  R.  Co.,  43  N.  H.  r>20;  *  Goodwin  v.  Hardy,  57  Maine,  143; 

Jones  V.  Terre  Haute  &  Richmond  R.  March  v.  Railroad  Co.,  43  N.  H.  520; 

R.  Co.,  29  Barbour,  3'.3;    S.  C.  57  N.  BurroughB  v.  North  Carolina  R.  R. 

Y.    196;    Brundage  r.  Brundage,  6o  Co.,  67  N.  C.  376. 

Barb.  397;  S.  C.  1  Thomp.  &  C.  82;  «  Goodwin  v.  Hardy,  57  Maine,  143; 

Hill  r.  Newichawanick  Co.,  48  How.  March  v.  Railroad  Co.,  43  N.  H.  520. 
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out  of  the  gross  earnings  the  necessary  expenses  of  operating 
the  road  and  keeping  it  and  its  equipments  in  repair,  and  tlie 
necessary  expenses  of  the  company,  and  all  taxes,  pay  over  to 
the  mortgage  creditor  the  remainder  of  such  gross  earnings,  to 
be  by  such  creditor  applied  on  the  interest  of  the  mortgage  deed, 
such  mortgage  will  be  protected  and  enforced  in  the  courts.' 

3.  The  receipts  and  earnings  thos  mortgaged  can  not  be 
taken  by  garnishee  process. — ^Tlie  receipts  and  earnings  of  a 
railroad  corporation  thus  legally  mortgaged,  can  not  be  inter- 
cepted by  process  of  garnishment,  or  other  legal  process,  against 
the  company,  in  favor  of  other  creditors,  to  the  prejudice  or 
]>ostponement  of  the  claim  of  the  mortgage  creditor.* 

In  case  of  interference  with  such  receipts  and  earnings  by 
process  of  garnishment,  or  other  legal  process,  in  a  manner  to 
prevent  their  payment  and  application  on  the  mortgai^e  debt,  and 
with  a  view  to  apply  the  same  on  the  claims  of  other  persons 
than  the  mortgage  creditors  and  their  claims  covei-ed  by  the 
mortgage,  a  court  of  equity  will,  upon  proper  application,  inter- 
fere by  injunction,  and  prevent  the  same  from  being  done.  They 
belong  to  the  lien  creditors  for  whom,  by  the  mortgage,  they  are 
set  apart,  and  they  have  a  right  to  have  them  applied  in  liquida- 
tion of  their  lien  demands.' 

*  Jessup  V.  Bridpre,  11  Iowa,  572;  zies,  and  Martin  and  another  r.  Men- 
Dunham  V.  Isett,  15  Iowa,  284;  Phil-  zies,  26  111.  121;  Parkhurst  v.  North- 
lips  r.  Winslow,  18  B.  Mon.  4:n.  em  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  19  Md.  472. 

*  Jessup  r.  Bridffe,   11   Iowa,  572;  ■  Galena  &  Chicago  Union  R.  R.  Co. 
Dunham  v.  Isett,  15  Iowa,  284;  Gale-  r.  Menzies,  and  Martin  and  anotlier . 
na  &  Chicago  Union  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Men-  v.  Menzies,  26  III.  121. 
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INJURIES  TO  LIVE  STOCK. 


Section. 
At  common  law  ....  1 
Under  the  statute,  as  for  want  of  a 

kcnce 2 

Under  the  statute,  as  for  a  defect- 
ive fence 3 


Section. 
Liability  as  for  double  damages  under 

the  statute  ....  4 
Liability  for  injuries  when  road  is 

in  the  hands  of  a  receiver        .      5 


1.  At  common  law. — We  liere  use  the  term,  at  common  law, 
nut  only  in  reference  to  the  common  law  doctrine  as  applicable 
to  live  stock  injured  while  running  at  large  in  England,  or  the 
English  doctrine  of  the  common  law  in  that  respect,  but  also 
the  common  law  upon  that  subject  of  such  of  the  particular 
states  of  America  wherein  there  is  no  statutory  regulation  on 
the  subject. 

At  common  law,  no  one  is  bound  to  fence  their  grounds;'  but 
each  one  is  bound  to  keep  their  live  stock  up,  and  in  default 
thereof  become  liable  for  injuries  and  depredations  committed 
by   them    while    running  at   large.*     Stock    thus    running   at 


'  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Skinner, 
10  Penn.  St.  (7  Hams),  298;  Drake  v, 
Phil.  &  E.  R.  R.  Co..  51  lb.  240; 
[*enu.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Riblet,  66  Id.  164; 
Locke  V.  1st  Div.  St.  Paul  &  Pacific  R. 
K.  Co.,  15  Minn.  350;  Perkins  v.  East- 
ern R.  R.  Co.,29  Me.  307;  Chapin  v. 
.Sullivan  R.  R.  Co.,  39  N.  H.  5:3; 
Arorae  v.  Rutland  &  Burlinjfton  R. 
R.  Co.,  27  Vt.  49;  Eames  v.  Salem  & 
f,.  B.  R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  560;  Corwin  v, 
N  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  13  N.  Y. 
40. 

-  N.  Y.  *  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Skinner, 
',9  Penn.  St.  (7  Harris),  298;  Watfson 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Phil.  Kep.  249;  Ten-e 
l^nuto,  Alton  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co. 
0.  Augustus,  21  III.  186;  liouisville  & 
K;xshville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wainscott,  3 


Bush  (Ky.),  149;  Indianapolis,  Cin- 
cinnati &  Lafayette  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Harter,  38  Ind.  557,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
247;  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Street,  50  Ind.  225;  De- 
troit, E.  R.  &  I.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Barton, 
61  Ind.  293;  Kahn  v.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R. 
R.  Co.,  42  la.  420;  Pitzner  v.  Shin- 
nick,  39  Wis.  129.  But  if  seen  upon 
the  track,  and  the  train  can  be  safely 
checked  in  its  speed  so  as  to  avoid  in- 
jurinjf  the  animals,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  enftfineer  to  do  so:  Pryor  v.  St. 
Louis,  Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co., 
69  Mo.  215;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw 
Ry.  Co.  r.  Bray,  57  III.  514.  10  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  441 ;  Paris  &  Decatur^R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Mullins,  66  III.  526;  Chic'a^o  cfe 
Alton  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Kellam,  92  111.  245. 
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large  are  trespassers;'  and  tliere  is  no  liability  for  injnii<6 
thereto,  unless  when  they  are  wanton,  or  are  caused  by  uegli- 
gence.'  Under  such  circumstances,  though  a  train  of  cars  t»r 
railroad  locomotive  may  not  wantonly  or  of  purpose  run  down 
and  injure  live  stock  found  upon  the  track,  yet  the  coiij|>aDy 
are  under  no  obligation  in  law  to  the  owner  of  such  stock  to 
slacken  its  speed,  or  to  make  other  efforts  to  avoid  the  possibility 
of  their  bounding  onto  the  road,  when  they  are  seen  feeding 
by  the  wayside  thereof.' 

Tiiough  in  many  of  the  American  states,  by  a  sort  of  eomraon 
law  or  usage,  live  stock  are  free  commoners,  and  thus  having  a 
right  to  be  at  large,  are  therefore  not  trespassers  in  goin^  onto 
an  uninclosed  railroad,  or  other  uninclosed  grounds,*  yet  no  ob- 


'  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Skinner, 
19  Penn.  St.  (7  Hams).  298. 

^Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Indian- 
apolis R.  R.  Co.  V,  Bartlett,  58  Ind. 
572,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  17;  Darliner  v. 
Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  121  Mass. 
118;  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hegwir.  21  Kans.  622; 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  R.  W.  Co.  v. 
Olsen,  4  Col.  239;  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Mulligan,  45  Md.  486;  With- 
erell  r.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  R.  W.  Co.,  24 
Minn.  410;  Kentucky  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Lebus,  14  Bush,  518;  Nashville  & 
Chattanooga  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Anthony,  1 
Lea  (Tenn.),  516.  But  the  fact  that 
the  track  was  ui fenced,  and  that  the 
train  was  running  fa^ster  than  usual, 
and  was  not  slacked,  nor  aiij  ularm 
given,  will  not  be  evidence  of  a  mali- 
cious or  willful  act:  McCandless  v. 
Chicago  &  North  Western  Ry.  Co.,  45 
Wis.  :;(;5,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  374. 

» N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Skinner, 
19  Penn.  St.  (7  Harris),  298:  Whiter. 
Utica  &  B.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Hun,  a'J3; 
Darling  V.  B.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra; 
Bait.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Mulligan, 
supra;  Durham  v.  Wilmington  & 
Wcldon  R.  R.  Co.,  82  N.  Car.  352; 
Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Lyon,  62  Ala.  71.     But  see   Pryor  p. 


St.  Luais,  Kansas  Ci'y  &  Northern  R. 
W.  Co.,  69  Mo.  215.  But  otherwise, 
if  such  speed  is  in  excess  of  the  rate 
prescribed  by  slalute:  Toledo,  Peoria 
&  Warsaw  Ry.  Co.  r.  Deacon,  63 
111.  91;  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Peyton,  76  111.  340;  Mona- 
han  V.  Keokuk  &  Des  Moines  Ry. 
Co.,  45  la.  523;  Houston  &  Tex.  Cent. 
Ry.  Co.  r.  Teri'y,42  Tex.  451. 

*  Kerwhacker  r.  The  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Ohio  St. 
172;  Vicksburg  &  Jackson  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Patton,  31  Miss.  156;  New  Orlean.s 
Jackson  &  Great  Northern  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Field,  4G  Miss.  573;  Danner  r. 
S.  Car.  R.  R  Co..  4  Rich,  329;  Mur^ 
ray  v.  S.  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Rich. 
Law,  227;  Locke  v.  1st.  Div.  St.  Paul 
&  Pac.f.  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  350: 
Jenkins  v.  The  N.  Orleans,  Opelousas 
&  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  15  La. 
An.  118;  Knight  v.  N.  Orleans,  Ope- 
lousas &  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  15 
La.  An.  105;  Walsh  v,  Virginia  & 
Truckee  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Nev.  110;  Mobrle 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Williams,  53  Ala. 
595;  Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Smith,  9  Heisk.  860,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  60;  Burgwyn  v,  WLlt^eld,  bl 
N.  Car.  261. 


INJURIES  TO  LIVE  STOCK. 


1381 


lii^ation,  by  reason  tliereof,  rests  upon  the  railroad  company  to 
fence  its  road  against  the  intrusion  of  such  animals.'  The  obli- 
i^:ition  to  fence  exists  only  by  statute;  so  that  where  there  is  no 
statute  requiring  fences,  or  otherwise  affecting  the  liability  of 
railroad  corporations  for  injuries  inflicted  upon  live  stock  upon 
tlieir  roads,  their  liability  is  to  be  determined  upon  the  principles 
of  the  common  law  as  it  exists  in  those  several  states,  and  the 
company  are  only  liable  as  for  willful  wrong  or   negligence.' 

In  Mississippi,  cattle  are  free  commoners;  the  common  law 
rule  of  fencing  them  in  the  owner's  inclosure  does  not  there  pre- 
vail,  and  they  are  not  trespassers  in  going  on  uninclosed  grounds. 
The  owner  of  such  premises  is  not  prevented  thereby  from  pur- 
suing his  lawful  business  thereon,  but  must  at  the  same  time 
observe  ordinary  care  to  avoid  injury  to  the  live  stock  of  others 
straying  upon  such  grounds.  Therefore,  if  railroads  be  unin- 
closed, then  the  owners  thereof,  although  not  in  law  bound  to 
fence  the  same,  must,  in  running  their  trains,  use  due  and  ordi- 
nary care  to  avoid  injury  to  live  stock  found  upon  the  track;' 
and  if  live  stock  be  injured  thereon,  the  only  defense  is  that  it  was 
unavoidable  by  the  use  of  such  skill  and  care  as  a  prudent  person 
usually  would  use  in  like  cases.*  And  if  in  Mississippi  there  be 
mutual  fault,  yet  if  that  of  plaintiff's  is  remote,  and  defendant's 
is  proximate,  the  plaintiff  may  recover;  and  if  the  injury  be 


*  Kerwh acker  t>.  The  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra; 
Locke  V.  1st  Div.  St.  Paul  &  Pacif.  R. 
K.  Co.,  15  Minn.  350;  Indianapolis, 
Cincinnati  &  Lafayette  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Harter,  38  Ind.  557,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
247. 

*  Kerwhacker  v.  The  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra; 
Vickeburjr  &  Jackson  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Patton,  31  Mi«s.  156;  Murray  v. 
S.  Carolina  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Rich.  Law, 
227;  Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Wil- 
liams, 53  Ala.  595,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
153;  Kuhn  v.  C,  R.  1.  &  P.  Ry.  Co., 
42  la.  420;  Kaes  v.  Mo.  Pac.  Ry. 
Co.,  6  Mo.  App.  397;  Ga.  R.  R.  &  B. 
Co.  V.  Neely,  56  Ga.  540. 

'  Vicksburgf  &  Jackson  R.  R.  Co.  v. 


Patton,  31  Miss.  156;  New  Orleans, 
Jackson  &  Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Field,  46  Miss.  573.  And  see  Chi. 
&  Alton  R.  R.  Co,  v,  Enjrle,  84  III. 
397;  Kuhn  v.  Chi.,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co., 
42  Ta.  420;  Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co. 
t?. Williams,  53  A»a.  595;  Coyla  v.  Bait. 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  11  VV.  Va.  94; 
Kaes  V.  Mo.  Pac.  Ry.  Co.,  6  Mo.  App. 
397;  Ga.  R.  R.  &  B.  Co.  p.  Neely,  56 
Ga.  540. 

*New  Orleans,  Jackson  &  Great 
Northern  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Field,  46  Miss. 
573.  But,  in  said  state,  the  owner  of 
stock  thus  allowed  to  run  at  large  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  railroad,  takes  the 
ri-k  of  their  injury  by  unavoidable  ac- 
cidents: Raiford  v.  Miss.  Cent.  R.  li. 
Co.,  43  Miss.  233. 
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willful  or  negligence  great,  exemplary  damages  may  be  given. 
So,  when  the  latter  point  is  involved,  the  reckless  character  of 
the  employe  or  servant  may  \ye  proven/ 

And  so  cattle  are  free  commoners  in  Georgia,  and  therefore 
turning  them  ont,  though  near  to  a  railroad  and  near  to  car  time, 
is  not  necessarily  an  act  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  owner;' 
nor  are  they  there  trespassers  by  going  onto  the  track  of  a  rail- 
road.' 

But  as  to  liability  for  their  injury,  the  ruling  in  Georgia  is, 
that  to  render  the  company  liable  for  live  stock  injured  upon  the 
track,  it  must  be  shown  to  be  the  result  of  gross  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  company.*  And  if  the  animals  belong  to  the 
land  holder  adjoining  to  where  they  got  onto  the  road,  and  he 
was  allowed  and  paid  an  additional  compensation  for  fencing  in 
assessing  for  the  right  of  way,  and  has  omitted  to  fence,  by  rea- 
son of  which  omission,  or  want  of  a  fence,  tlie  animals  more 
easily  got  upon  the  track  of  the  railroad,  then  these  facts  may 
be  shown  in  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defense.* 

The  oflFer  of  an  agent  of  the  company  to  pay  a  certain  sura  for 
«n  injury,  made  without  denying  liability,  and  refused  by  the 
injured  party  merely  on  the  ground  of  being  too  little  compen- 
sation, so  that  the  amount  of  compensation  alone  remains  the 
subject  of  contention,  may  besutBcient,  in  an  action  for  the  in- 
jury, when   proven,  to  place   the  burden  of  proof  on  the   de- 


'  Vicksburgr  &  Jackson  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Patton,  31  Miss.  156;  Hearne  r.  South- 
ern Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  50  Cal.  482;  State 
V.  Manchester  &  L.  R.  R.  Co.,  52  N. 
H.  528;  Richmond  &  Danville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Anderson,  31  Gratt.  812;  Chi. 
&  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Becker,  76  111. 
25;  Manly  t?.  Wilmington -^  Weldon 
R.  R.  Co.,  74  N.  Car.  655;  Karle  v. 
Kansas  City,  St.  Jos.  &  C.  B.  R.  R. 
Co.,  55  Mo.  476;  Frick  v.  St.  Louis, 
Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  5 
Mo.  App.  4:35;  Meyer  v.  Lindell  Ry. 
Co.,  6  Id.  27;  Thirteenth  &  F.  Sts. 
Pass.  Ry.  Co.  ».  Boudrou,  92  Penn. 
St.  475;  S.  C.  10  Repr.  156. 

^  Macon  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Lester,  30  Ga.  911;  Macon  &  Western 


R.  R.  Co.  r.  Baber,  42  Goo.  300.  And 
see  Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Smith,  9  Heisk.  860,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  60. 

» Macon  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Babet, 
supra. 

*  Georgia  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  f. 
Anderson,  33  Geo.  110;  Macon  &  Au- 
gusta R.  R.  Co.  V.  Vaughn,  48  Ga. 
464,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  387.  But  see 
Central  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Phillipi, 
20  Kans.  9,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  99,  that 
no  allegation  of  gross  negligence  is 
necessary  in  the  bill  of  particulars, 
where  it  discloses  no  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiff. 

*  Georgia  R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  v. 
Anderson,  33  Geo.  110. 
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fendant  to  show  the  case  to  have  been  such  as  creates  no  liabil- 
ity on  the  company.* 

If,  in  Virginia,  live  stock  is  on  the  road  without  fault  of  the 
owner,  the  company  are  bound  to  use  reasonable  care  to  avoid 
their  injury."  In  the  case  lasf  cited  the  court  forbear  to  decide, 
as  it  did  not  become  necessary,  as  to  the  duty  of  the  company 
if  the  owner  be  in  .fault. 

And  in  Ohio,  where  formerly  live  stock  were  free  commoners, 
in  a  case  early  in  the  history  of  railroads  in  that  state,  the  rela- 
tive rights  and  duties  of  railroad  corporations  and  the  owners  of 
live  stock  are  extensively  discussed,  and  it  was  settled  as  law  in 
that  state,  tliat  live  animals  being  free  commoners,  and  allowed 
by  law  to  go  at  large,  are  not  trespassers  in  going  upon  unin- 
closed  grounds,  including  railroads,  and  neither  are  their  owners 
in  allowing  them  so  to  do;"  that  though  they  have  a  right  to  go 
at  large,  and  on  to  uninclosed  grounds  as  aforesaid,  yet  it  is  at 
the  owner's  own  risk,  as  to  mere  accidents  that  may  befall  them 
to  their  injury;*  that  though  such  animals  on  the  premises  of  a 
railroad  corporation  are  there  at  their  own  risk,  as  to  mere  acci- 
dents, yet  the\'  may  not  be  there  wantonly  or  negligently  injured 
by  the  company,  but  that  the  latter  are  bound  to  use  ordinary 
care  to  avoid  their  injury,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  paramount  obligation  of  the  company 
to  care  first  for  the  safety  of  trains  and  passengers;*  that  there  is 
in  said  state  no  greater  obligation  on  railroad  corporations  to 


'  Georgia  Railroad  &  Banking  Co. 
V.  Willis,  28  Geo.  317. 

'  Trout  V.  The  Virginia  &  Tenn.  R. 
R.  Co.,  23  Gratt.  619. 

^Kerwhacker  v.  The  Cleveland,  Co- 
luinbas  and  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.,  3 
Ohio  St.  172;  Cleveland,  Columbus  & 
Cin.  R,  R.  Co.  p.  Elliott,  4  Ohio  St. 
474,  475;  Central  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Lawrence,  13  Ohio  St.  66;  Cranston 
V.  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton  R. 
R.  Co.,  1  Handy  (Ohio),  193. 

*Kerwhaoker  p.  The  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus and  jCincinnati  R.  R.  Co.,  3 
Ohio  St.  172;  Cleveland,  Columbus  & 
Cin.  R.  R  Co.  v.  Elliott,  4  Ohio  St. 
474,  475;  Central  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v. 


Lawrence,  13  Ohio  St.  66. 

*  Kerwhacker  v.  The  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Ohio 
St.  172;  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Day- 
ton R.  R.  Co.  p.  Waterson,  4  Ohio 
St.  424;  Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cin. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Elliott,  4  Ohio  St.  474, 
475;  Central  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Law- 
rence, 13  Ohio  St.  66;  Cincinnati  & 
Zanesville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Smith,  22  Ohio 
St.  227.  And  see  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Mulligan,  45  Md.  486;  Witherell 
V.  Milw.  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  24  Minn. 
410;  Ky.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lebus,  14 
Bush,  518;  Nashville  &  Chattanooga 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Anthony,  1  Lea  (Tenn.), 
516. 
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fence  their  roads  than  on  private  individuals  to   inclose   their 
grounds,  but  that  if  left  uninclosed,  it  is  at  the  risk  of  intrutiioii 
from  animals  going  at  large;  and  though,  when  found  to  be  thus 
intruding,  they  may  be  driven  off  or   removed,  yet  it  is  to  be 
done  witli  no  force  or  injury,  and  to  avoid  their  injury,  ordi- 
nary care  must  be  observed;   and  that  for  injurj-  done  by  such 
animals   on   the   road  the   company    has    no  remedy;*    that  if 
live  stock    be  injured  on   a  railroad  by  the  negligence  of  tlie 
company,  the  company  is  liable  therefor,  unless  the  owner   of 
tlie  stock  is  guilty  of  contributory  negligence  in  reference  to 
the   cause  of  tlie   injury;^  that  such   negligence  of  the   owner 
of  the  animals  must  be  immediate  and  proximate,  to  prevent  a 
recovery;*  and  that  allowing  such  animals  to  go  at  large  in  the 
vicinity  of  an  uninclosed  railroad,  if  negligence,  is  remote  neg- 
ligence, and  does  not  prevent  a  recovery;   and  so,  likewise,  the 
omission  to  inclose   the    railroad,  when  not   required  by   law  to 
inclose  it,  is,  if  negligence,  yet  remotely  so,  in  reference  to  such 
injuries  of  live  stock;  and  negligence  of  the  company,  to  create 
liability,  must  be  negligence  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence.*     But 
by  an  act  of  the  legislature  subsequently  passed,  March  25,  lSo9, 
railroad  companies  in  that  state  are  required  to  fence  and  make 
crossings  and  cattle  guards  within    two   years  after  their  roads 
are  in  running  order,  and  on  failure  so  to  do,  are  rendered  liable 
for  all  damages  which  may  result  to  passengers  or   live  stock  by 
reason  of  such  fences,  crossings  and  cattle  guards  not  being  con- 
structed.*    And  so  by  the  act  of  April  13,  1S65,  the  running  at 
large  of  live  stock  is  prohibited,  and  the  owners  rendered  liable 


J  Kerwhaokcr  v.  The  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Ohio 
St.  172. 

^Kerwhacker  v.  The  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Ohio 
St.  172;  Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cin. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Elliott,  4  Ohio  St.  474. 
475.  And  see  Jeffoi-sonville,  Madison 
&  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Foster,  63  Ind. 
342;  ante,  p.  i::^l. 

'  Kerwhacker  v.  The  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Ohio 
St.l72;  Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cin.  R. 


R.  Co.  V.  Elliott,  4  Ohio  St.  474.  475. 

*K(Twhackerv.  C.,C.  A  C.  R.  R. 
Co.,  C,  H.  &  D.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  AVatcr- 
son,  C,  C.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Elliott, 
supra;  Cent.  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Law- 
rence, 13  Ohio  St.  66;  Cincinnati  & 
Zanesville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Smith,  22  Id. 
227;  Marietta  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Ste- 
phenson, 24  Id.  48;  Cranston  p.  Cin., 
H.  &  D.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Handy  (Cm.), 
193. 

^  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Methven,  21  Ohio  St.  5S6. 


INJURIES  TO   LIVE   STOCK. 


1385 


for  all  damages  committed  by  such  stock,  except  for  injuries  or 
dainaoje  to  anv  railroad.* 

In  actions  for  injuries  to  live  stock  resulting  from  the  failure 
of  railroad  companies  to  so  fence  their  roads,  it  is  a  good  defense 
that  the  plaintiff  contributed  to  bring  about  the  injury,  either  b}' 
a  violation  of  the  statute  on  his  part,  or  by  some  act  of  common 
law  negligence.  The  parties  being  in  pari  delictu^  there  can  be 
no  recovery.  It  matters  not  that  plaintiff's  negligence  is  re- 
mote, in  allowing  his  cattle  to  run  at  large,  if  the  only  negli- 
gence alleged  against  defendant  is  a  failure  to  fence  the  road;  for 
that  also  is  remote." 

But  although  railroad  companies  are  under  no  obligation  to 
fence  their  roads  at  certain  places,  as,  for  instance,  the  crossings 
of  highways,  at  depots,  and  in  corporate  towns  and  cities,  yet  it 
is  nevertheless  their  duty,  if  live  stock  come  onto  their  roads  at 
such  places,  to  avoid  injuring  the  sa;ne,  if  practicable,  and  if  it 
can  be  done  without  endangering  their  trains,  or  the  lives  of 
those  thereon,  or  property  with  which  the  trains  are  i'reighted.' 
In  default  of  duty  in  this  respect,  railroad  companies  render 
themselves  liablg  for  injuries  caused  by  such  default,*  provided 
the  injured  party,  by  his  own  conduct,  be  in  condition  to  recover 
for  loss  of  his  property. 

It  is  culpable  negligence  to  run  down  and  injure  domestic  an- 
imals found  upon  a  railroad,  without  an  effort  to  slacken  speed 
and  save  them,  if  practicable,  without  endangering  the  train,  al- 
though such  animals  be  trespassing  on  the  rights  of  the  compa- 
ny.* .  In  all  the  relations  of  life,  our  rights  are  to  be  exercised. 


J  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chica- 
go Ry.  Co.  V,  Methven,  21  Ohio.  St. 

*  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wajme  &  Chicapro 
Ry.  Co.  V,  Methven,  21  Ohio  St.  Tx^G, 
r»91,  592.  See  Pitzner  r.  Shinnick,  39 
Wis.  129;  Atchison.  Topeka  &  Santa 
Fe  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hegwir,  21  Kans.  622; 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  R.  R.  Co.  v.  01- 
sen,  4  Col.  239. 

» 111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wren,  43 
III.  77;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Bar- 
rie,  55  111.  226;  Toledo,  Peoria  & 
Warsaw  Ry.  Co.  r.  Bray,  57  111.  514, 


10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  441;  Rockford,  Rock 
Isl'd  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Lfnvis, 
58  111.  49;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Inprraham,  58  111.  120;  Chi. 
&  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kellam,  92  111. 
245.  And  see  Prj'or  r.  St  Louis. 
Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  69 
Mo.  215. 

*  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co,  i7.  Wren,  43 
111.  77;  T.,  P.  &  W.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Bray, 
supra ;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Ingraham,  58  111.  120. 

Mil.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Middles- 
worth,  46  lU.  494. 
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when  practicable  so  to  do,  with  as  little  injury  as  may  be  to 
others.*  In  the  case  here  cited  from  46  111.  494,  the  supreme 
court  of  that  state  overrule  the  doctrine  announced  in  the  cases 
of  Cent  Military  Tract  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rockafellow,  17  111.  541, 
Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Thompson,  17  III.  131,  111.  Cent.  R. 

II.  Co.  i\  Reedy,  17  111.  580,  and  Chi.  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Patchin,  16  111.  198,  to  the  effect  that  a  railroad  company  is  not 
liable  for  want  of  care  in  running  its  trains,  to  the  injury  of  lire 
stock  found  running  at  large  upon  the  track  of  its  road;  and 
the  great  principle  is  asserted  that  we  are  to  so  use  our  own 
property,  if  practicable,  as  not  unnecessarily  to  injure  that  of 
others.  Hence  it  is  no  longer  the  law  in  Illinois,  as  asserted  in 
these  prior  decisions,  that  railroad  companies  owe  no  diligence 
or  care  to  owners  of  live  stock  found  intruding  on  their  roads, 
to  avoid  injury,  if  practicable.  They  are  bound,  in  such  cases, 
to  a  reasonable  and  ordinary  care  to  avoid  injury  to  the  animals, 
both  in  consideration  of  what  is  due  as  a  relative  duty  to  the 
owners  of  the  animals,  as  also  in  reference  to  the  safety  of  pas- 
sengers upon  the  trains,  whose  lives  may  be  endangered  by  rnn- 
ing  over  them. 

It  is  not  negligence  to  omit  to  sound  the  whistle  when  cattle 
are  seen  feeding  near  or  lying  down  near  the  track,  and  ahead 
of  the  train;  neither  is  it  negligence  to  omit  to  go  slow,  or  not 
stop  the  train,  under  such  circumstances;  and  if  an  animal,  un- 
der this  state  of  things,  suddenly  springs  upon  the  track,  so 
near  to,  and  ahead  of,  the  engine  that  it  would  be  fruitless  to  at- 
tempt to  save  it  by  stopping,  and  the  animal  is  killed,  the.com- 
pany  is  not  liable  to  a  recovery  therefor.' 

And  though  in  some  counties  of  the  state  cattle  be  prohibited 
from  going  at  large,  this  does  not  in  such  county  discharge  tlie 
obligation  of  railroad  companies  to  fence  their  roads;  hence 
they  are  liable  if  cattle  escape  their  inclosure,  go  upon  a  rail- 
road where  not  fenced,  and  are  there  killed.' 

.And  so  in   South  Carolina,  cattle  are  free  commoners;  they 

» Great  West^-rn  R.  R.  Co.   v.   Ha-  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Wainscott,  3 

worth,  39  111.  ;346;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  Bush,  149.    But  see  South  &  N.  Ala. 

V.  Middlesworth,  46  111.  499.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Jones,  56  Ala.  509. 

«I11.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Wren,  43  »Ohio  &  Miss.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Jones,  63 

III.  77;  Chi.,  Bur.  &  Qiiincy  R.  R.  Co.  111.  472. 
p.  Bradfield,  63  111.  220;    liOuisville  & 
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are  fenced  out,  and  not  in.  It  is  therefore  no  trespass  for  them, 
or  other  live  animals,  to  enter  upon  unfenced  railroad  tracks,  or 
other  uninclosed  grounds.'  If  live  animals  be  killed  or  injured 
in  said  state  upon  a  railroad,  through  negligence  or  want  of 
ordinary  care,  the  company  is  liable  in  damages  therefor,'  unless 
there  be  contributory  negligence,  proximate  to  the  cause  of  the 
injury,  on  the  part  of  the  owner;  and  suffering  the  animals  to 
go  at  large  in  the  vicinity  of  the  unfenced  road  does  not  amount 
to  such.'  Proof  of  killing  raises  the  presumption  of  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  company.*  The  owner  of  live  stock  in  said 
state  who  suffers  the  same  to  run  out  in  the  neighborhood  of  an 
unfenced  railroad,  takes  his  chances  of  injuries  arising  from 
mere  accident;  but  not  so  as  to  those  occurring  from  negligence.* 

In  North  Carolina  it  is  said  that  although  the  railroad  com- 
pany is  bound  to  provide  snfBcient  brakes  upon  a  train  to  stop 
it  within  a  reasonable  time  and  distance,  and  a  failure  to  do  so 
is  negligence,"  yet  if  one  wantonly  or  carelessly  drives  stock 
upon  the  track  of  a  railroad,  he  is  guilty  of  contributory  negli- 
gence, and  can  not  recover  for  their  injury.' 

The  common  law  rule  prevails  in  Minnesota  in  relation  to 
live  stock,  by  which  every  person  is  bound  to  keep  his  animals 
upon  his  own  land,  except  at  such  portions  of  the  year,  and  at 


>  Marray  v.  The  South  Car.  R.  R. 
Co.,  10  Rich.  Law  R.  227;  Danner  v. 
South  Car.  R.  R.  Co..  4  Rich.  329. 

-  North  Eastern  R.  R,  Co.  v.  Sineath, 
8  Rich.  185;  Murray  r.  The  South  Car. 
R.  R.  Co.,  10  Rich.  Law,  227;  Broth- 
ers r.  So.  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  5  S.  Car. 
(N.  S.),  55;  Rowe  c.  Greenville  & 
Columbia  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Td,  167. 

» Murray  v.  The  South  Car.  R.  R. 
Co.,  10  Rich.  Law,  227. 

*  Danner  v.  The  South  Car.  R.  R. 
Co.,  4  Rich.  L.  329;  Wilson  r.  Wil- 
mington &  Manchester  R.  R.  Co.,  10 
Td.  52;  Murray  t?.  S.  Car.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra;  Roof  v,  Charlotte,  C.  &  A.  R. 
R.  Co.,  4  So.  Car.  (N.  S.),  61;  Wool- 
folk  V.  Maoon  &  Aug.  R.  R.  Co.,  56 
Ga.  457;  White  v.  Concord  R.  R.  Co., 
30  N.  H.  188;  Smith  v.  Eastern  R.  R. 
Co.,  35  N.  H.  356.    Conlra:    Peoria, 


Pekin  &  Jacksonville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bar- 
ton, 80  111.  72;  Chi.,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Farrelly,  3  Bradw. 
(Ill ),  60;  Cin.,  Hamilton  &  Ind.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Bartlett,  58  Ind.  572;  In^^i- 
anapolis,  P.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Caudle, 
60  Ind.  112;  Schneir  v.  Chi.,  R.  I.  <X: 
P.  R.  R.  Co.,  40  la.  337;  Grand  Rap- 
ids &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Judson,  84 
Mich.  506.  But  this  rule  does  not 
apply  to  the  killing  of  a  dog:  Wilson 
•.  The  Wilmington  &  Manchester  R. 
R.Co.,  10  Rich.  Law.  52. 

» Murray  v.  The  South  Car.  R.  R. 
Co.,  10  Rich.  Law,  227;  Danner  r. 
The  South  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Rich. 
Law,  339. 

•  ForbJM  V.  Atlantic  &  N.  Car.  R.  R. 
Co. ,  76  N.  Car.  454,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
313. 

^  Ibid. 
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siicli  places,  as  is  otlicrwise  provided  by  statute,  or  by  the  action 
of  towns  under  the  statute;*  therefore,  live  stock  found  at  lar^^^e 
and  on  a  railroad  at  a  season  of  the  year,  or  in  a  town,  when  or 
where  the  goin<^  thus  at  large  is  not  allowable,  are  trespassers, 
and  if  injured  on  the  road,  unless  the  injur}'  be  from  careless- 
ness of  the  company,  it  is  the  owner's  fault,  and  he  can  not  re- 
cover therefor.' 

The  earliest  principles  laid  down  in  the  courts  of  Kentucky  in 
reference  to  fencing  railroad  ground  and  adjoining  grounds, 
and  to  the  killing  and  injuring  of  livestock  upon  railroads,  is  that 
by  the  conveyance  of  the  right  of  way  to  a  railroad  company,  the 
land  holder  neither  binds  himself  to  fence  in  his  adjacent  grounds, 
nor  to  cease  the  use  thereof  as  pastures  for  his  animals;  but  that 
in  the  using  the  same  for  pasturage,  thus  unfenced  as  against  the 
railroad,  he  does  so  at  his  own  risk  of  injury  to  them,  so  frr  as 
injury  may  occur  without  being  the  result  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  company.'  And  so,  in  the  same  ease,  it  is  held  that 
while  no  obligation  rested  on  the  railroad  company  to  fence  its 
road,*  yet  it  was  under  obligation  to  avoid  injury  to  animals 
found  thereon,  as  far  as  practicable,  having  due  rei!:ard  to  the 
SMfety  of  trains  and  passengers;  and  that  for  accidental  killing 
of  or  injury  to  live  stock  in  running  the  trains,  there  was  no  lia- 
bility.* 

At  common  law,  a  railroad  company  is  not  liable  for  live 
animals  killed  or  injured  on  its  road,  unless  the  same  be  from  its 


*  Locke  V.  let  Div.  of  St.  Paul  &  Pa- 
cific B.  K.  Co.,  15  Minn.  350. 

^  Locke  V.  1st  Division  St.  Paul  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Minn.  350;  With- 
ereil  v.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  24 
Minn.  410.  And  see  Fitch  v.  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  &  P.  K.  R.  Co.,  13  Hun.  668; 
Darlingr  r.  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R. 
Co.,  121  Mass.  118.  When  allowed 
by  law  to  be  at  large  at  certain  times, 
they  may  run  in  the  streets  unattend- 
ed, and  the  owner  is  not  jruilty  of  neo^- 
ligence  in  allowing:  it.  In  such  case, 
the  railroad  company  mast  use  rra«?on- 
able  diligence  to  avoid  injnrinpr  such 
stock,  as  by  running  at  a  lawful  sp^ed 


and  ringing  the  bell:  Fritz  v.  Firbt 
Div.  St.  Paul  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  22 
Minn.  404,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  404. 

« Loui^iville  &  Frankfort  R.  R.  Co. 
V,  Milton,  14  B.  Mon.  61. 

*  Nor  to  make  walls  in  the  sides  of 
deep  cuts  along  its  right  of  way,  to 
p:event  the  falling  in  of  the  a  joining 
laud  holder's  ground:  Hortsraan  v. 
The  Covington  &  Lexington  R.  R.  Co., 
18  B.  Mon.  218.  And  see  Boothby  v. 
Androscoggin  &  Kennebec  R.  R.  Co., 
51  Me.  318. 

*  LouiRville  &  Frankfort  R  R  Co. 
V.  Milton,  14  B.  M^n.  6X. 
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negligence.*  Actions  for  such  injuries  are  limited,  in  Kentucky, 
by  statute,  to  six  months.* 

In  Louisiana,  there  being  no  law  requiring  the  fencing  of  rail- 
roads, the  company  is  not  bound  to  fence.'  And  so,  there  being 
no  law  requiring  owners  of  live  stock  to  keep  them  up,  such 
stock  have  a  right  to  go  at  large.*  If,  being  so  at  large,  they  go 
upon  a  railroad,  and  get  accidentally  maimed  or  killed,  the  com- 
pany are  not  liable  therefor.*  And  if,  by  so  going  upon  an  uu- 
fenced  raih^oad,  the  stock  cause  damage  thereto,  or  by  reason 
thereof,  they  having  strayed  thereon,  and  not  having  been  placed 
there  by  the  owner,  no  action  lies  against  the  owner  for  such 
injury.' 

If  the  claim  is  i>redicated  upon  the  alleged  negligence  of  the 
company,  in  an  action  lor  injury  to  live  stock,  then  the  plainti(r 
is  as  much  bound  to  prove  the  negligence  as  the  injury;  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  pn.vo  the  injury  alone.^  But  if,  when  the  ani- 
mals are  found  ahead  of  the  train,  upon  the  railroad  track,  the 
usual  method  of  frightening  them  off,  by  blowing  the  wliistle, 
be  not  resorted  to,  and  the  speed  of  the  train  be  not  diminished, 
but  increased,  this  will  amount  to  such  evidence  of  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  company  as  will  put  the  burden  of  proof  on 
it  to  show  the  contrary  thereof.' 

And  so  as  to  owners  thereof  generally,  no  liability  for  inj\iry 


V Louisville  &  Frankfort  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Ballard,  2  Met.  (Ky.),  18^1 

'O'Bannon  v.  Louisville,  Cincinnati 
&  Lexington  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Bupb  (Ky.), 
348. 

'  Jenkins  r.  The  N.  Orleans,  Opo- 
lousaa  &  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  15 
La.  An.  118;  Knight  v.  N.  Orleans, 
Opelousas  &  Gre*at  Western  R.  R.  Co., 
15  La.  An.  105. 

*  Jenkins  v.  The  N.  Orleans,  Ope- 
lousas &  Great  Western  R.  R.  Ob.,  15 
La.  An.  118;  Knight  v.  The  N.  Or- 
leans, Opelousas  &  (ireafc  Western  R. 
R.  Co.,  15  La.  An.  105. 

*  Jenkins  v.  The  N.  Orleans,  Ope- 
lousas &  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  su- 
pra; Knight  V.  N.  Orleans,  Opelou- 
sas &  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  su- 


pra, 

•Jenkins  v.  The  N.  Oi leans,  Ope- 
lousas &  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co., 
supra;  Knight  v.  N.  Orleans,  Ope- 
lousas &  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  15 
La.  An.  105. 

'  Knight  V.  The  New  Orleans,  Ope- 
lousas &  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  15 
La.  An.  105. 

*  Lapine  v.  The  N.  Orleans,  Ope- 
lousas &  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  20 
La.  An.  158;  East  Tenn.,  Va.  &  Ga. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Scales,  2  Lea  (Tenn.),  6><S 
But  if  the  failure  to  blow  the  whistle 
did  not  contribute  to  the  injury,  it  is 
not  material:  Holman  v.  C,  R.  1.  «fe 
P.  R.  R.  Co.,  62  Mo.  562;  Havk'ker  v. 
Bait.  &  Ohio  R,  R.  Co.,  15  W.  Va. 
628. 


1300 


THE  LAW   OF  BAILWATB. 


to  live  stock  by  a  railroad  company,  when  such  stock  has  strayed 
upon  the  track,  exists  in  Nevada,  except  as  at  common  law. 
There  must  be  negligence,  willfulness,  or  the  omission  of  some 
known  dnty ;  and  the  business  being  lawful,  the  mere  fact  of  in- 
jury is  not  presumption  of  either  as  against  the  company,  when 
the  injury  occurs  upon  the  track  or  premises  of  the  company/ 
The  onus prolandiy  as  to  such  acts  or  state  of  facts  as  cause  lia- 
bility, is  on  the  plaintiff  in  such  cases." 

But  under  the  statute  of  that  state,  if  the  injured  stock  be  llie 
property  of  the  adjoining  land  owner,  and  have  come  onto  the 
railroad  at  a  place  from  such  owner's  premises  where  the  com- 
l^any  is  bound  by  law  to  fence,  and  has  omitted  to  do  so,  then 
tlio  company  is  liable,  without  proof  of  negligence  or  other  der- 
eliction of  duty  on  its  part  than  omitting  to  fence.'  Contributory 
negligence,  in  that  state,  must,  to  relieve  from  liability,  proxi- 
mately contribute  to  the  cause  of  the  injury.* 

In  New  Jersey  the  ruling  is  purely  as  at  common  law,  that 
btock  are  not  free  commoners,  and  every  one  must  keep  his  live 
stock  off  the  grounds  of  others;  that  escaping  from  their  owner, 
and  straying  onto  a  railroad,  they  are  there  trespassers,  -and, 
tlierefore,  if  injured  or  killed  by  the  mere  negligence  of  the  com- 
pany's servants,  no  recovery  can  be  had,  as  the  owner  is  himself 
cliargeable  with  negligence  in  respect  to  their  being  at  large  and 
on  the  road;  that  there  is  in  such  case  mutual  negligence,  and 
that  therefore  there  can  be  no  recovery.* 

And  so  the  ruling  in  Pennsylvania  is,  that  though  cattle  in  that 
state  are  so  far  free  commoners,  when  going  at  large  on  un inclosed 
and  unoccupied  lands,  that  thereby  they  are  not  trespassers,  yet 
it  is  so  only  by  reason  of  the  unappreciable  injury  they  commit 
under  such  circumstances;'  and  therefore  where  such  intrusion 


*  Walsh  t>.  Virginia  &  Truckee  R. 
R.  Co.,  8Nev.  110. 

■  Walsh  V.  Vii-ffinia  k  Truckee  R. 
R.  Co.,  8  Nev.  110;  Peoria,  Pekin  & 
Jacksonville  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Barton,  80 
III.  72;  Chi.,  Burlington  k  Quincy  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Farrelly,  3  Bradw.  (111.),  60; 
Cincinnati,  Ham.  &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Bartlott,  58  Ind.  672;  Indianapolis, 
P.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.  t?.  Caudle,  60  Ind.- 
112;  fc'chneir  v.  Chi.,  R.  I.  k  P.  Ry. 


Co.,  40  la.  337;  GFand  Rapids  &  Ind. 
R.  R.  Co.  ».  Judson,  34  Mich.  506. 

^  W^lsh  V.  Virginia  &  Truckee  R.  R. 
Co.,  8  Nev.  110. 

*  Longabaugh  v.  Virginia  City  k 
Truckee  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Nev.  271. 

^  Price  V.  The  New  Jersey  R.  R.  k 
Trans.  Co.,  2  Vroom  (N.  J.),  229; 
Same  v.  Same,  3  Vroom  (N.  J.),  19; 
Vandegrift  v.  Rodiker,  2  Zab.  185. 

« N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Skinner, 
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will  occasion  substantial  damage,  the  English  or  common  law 
rule  applies,  and  they  are  trespassers.*  Hence  it  is  held  in  that 
state  that  cattle  upon  a  railroad  are  trespassers,  and  that  for  any 
substantial  injury  done  or  caused  by  them  while  there,  the 
owner  is  liable  to  the  railroad  company,  although  the  road  be 
not  fenced  as  required  by  th6  statute;  and  that  therefore,  if  they 
be  injured  by  the  company  or  its  servants,  by  accident,  or  with- 
out wantonness  or  gross  negligence,  while  thus  being  where 
they  ought  not  to  be,  the  owner  can  not  recover  for  the  injury;' 
and  that  the  neglect  to  fence,  as  required  by  statute,  is  in  such 
cases  but  the  remote  cause  of  the  injury,  and  will  not  in  itself 
render  the  company  liable.* 

The  rule  is  the  same,  in  an  action  in  tort,  if  the  company,  in 
addition  to  the  statutory  liability  to  fence,  place  itself  under  a 
contract  obligation  to  do  so;  as  where  the  company  purchase 
the  right  of  way  for  a  sum  in  money,  and  for  an  undertaking  on 
its  part  to  fence  the  road  where  it  passes  through  the  lands  of  the 
grantor.  Such  purchase  entitles  the  company  to  a  clear  track, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  land  holder  to  keep  his  cattle  off  the 
same;  and  this  duty  is  none  the  less  obligatory  from  the  fact 
that  the  company  has  bound  itself  to  fence.  The  breach  of  con- 
tract on  the  part  of  the  company  will  subject  it  to  an  action  for 
buch  damages  as  result  directly  therefrom,  but  will  not  absolve 
the  land  owner  from  the  observance  of  ordinary  care' on  his  part 
to  prevent  his  cattle  trespassing  on  the  road.  The  wrong  of  the 
company  in  not  fencing  will  not  justify  the  wrong  of  the  land 
holder  done  to  the  company  and  the  public  by  allowing  his  cattle 
to  obstruct  the  road,  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  to  that  effect.* 


19  Penn.  St.  298;  North  Pennsylva- 
nia R.  R.  Co.  r.  Rehman,  49  Penn. 
St.  (13  Wright),  101;  Drake  v.  Pliila. 
&  Erie  R.  R.  Co., 51  Penn.  St.  240,  242. 

» N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Skinner, 
19  Penn.  St.  298;  North  Pennsylva- 
nia R.  R.  Co.  V.  Rehman,  49  Penn.  St. 
(13  Wright),  101;  Drake  v.  Phila.  & 
Erie  R.  R.  Co..  51  Penn.  St.  240,  242; 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Riblet.  66  Penn. 
St.  164. 

3  Knight  V.  Abert.  6  Penn.  St.  (6 
Pan),  472;  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Skinner,  19  Penn.  St.  298;   North 


Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Rehman,  49  Penn. 
St.  (13  Wright),  103;  Drake  v,  Phila* 
&  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  51  Penn.  St.  240, 
242. 

•Drake  v.  Phila.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co., 
51  Penn.  St.  240,  242;  Knight  v.  Abert, 
6  Penn.  St.  (6  Barr),  472.  Nor  evon 
for  negligence,  if  the  owner  himself, 
by  negligence,  contributes  to  bringing 
the  injury  about — as  by  voluntarily 
suffering  stock  to  go  at  large:  North 
Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  lichman,  49  Penn. 
St.  101. 

*  Drake  v.  Phila.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co., 
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A  railroad  company  is  a  purchaser,  in  consideration  not  onlj' 
of  tlie  price  paid  therefor,  but  of  public  accommodation  and  con- 
venience, of  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  ground  or  right  of 
way  paid  for  to  the  proprietor,  and  of  a  license  to  use  the  great- 
est attainable  rate  of  speed  in  running  its  trains  thereon,  with 
which  neither  the  person  nor  property  of  another  may  inter- 
fere.* 

A  statutory  or  charter  obligation  to  fence,  when  imposed 
thereby  upon  a  railroad  company,  is  a  duty  owed  by  the  com- 
pany only  to  the  public,  in  consideration  of  the  privileges  grant- 
ed ^'^  unless  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

The  rule  in  Massachusetts,  in  relation  to  injuries  to  live  ani- 
mals upon    railroads,  is  that  when   such   animals   are   there    as 
trespassers,  the   company    is  only  liable  if  the  injury  be  wan- 
tonly inflicted,  and  is  not   liable   for  mere  negligence;  that  the 
law  requiring  railroad  companies  to  fence  is  only  as  in  favor  of 
adjoining  owners,  and,  therefore,  if  the  animals  of  other  persons 
come  upon  the  road,  they  are  considered   as  trespassing,  and  no 
care  is  required  to  avoid   their  injury.'     In  the  case  here  cited 
from  115  Mass.,  Gray,  C.  J.,  lays  down  the  rule  as  follows:   *'If 
the   horse   had    been  rightfully  upon  the  defendant's  land,  it 
would  have  been  their  duty  to  exercise  reasonable  care  to  avoid 
injuring  the  horse.     But  it  being  admitted  by  the  plaintiff  that 
his  horse  was  trespassing  upon  the   railroad,  they   did  not  owe 
him  that  duty,  and  were  not  liable  to  him  for  anything  short  of 
a   reckless   and  wanton  misconduct  of  those  employed  in  the 
management  of  their  train."*     Citing  Tonawanda  R.  R.  Co.  v^ 
Munger,  5  Denio,  255;  Vandegrift  v,  Rediker,  2  Zab.  185;  N.  Y. 
&.  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Skinner,  lOPenn.  St.  298;  Tower  v.  Provi- 


51  Penn.  St.  240,  242,  243;  Hurd  v. 
Rutland  &  Burlington  R.  R.  Co.,  25 
Vt.  116. 

*  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Skinner, 

19  Penn.   St.   (7  Harris),  298;  North 

Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rehman,  49  Penn. 

.St.  (13  Wright),  101;  Drake  v.   Phila. 

&  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  51  Penn.  St.  240. 

2  Drake  v.  Phihi.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co., 
51  Penn.  St.  240,  241. 

^  Eames  v.  Salem  &  L.  R.  R.  Co., 
9S  Mass.  560;    Maynard  v.  Boston  & 


Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  115  Mass.  458;  Mc- 
Donnell V.  Pittsfield  &  North  Adams 
R.  R.Co.,  115  Mass.  564;  Darling  r. 
Bostoh  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  121  Mass. 
118. 

*  Maynard  v.  Boston  &  Maine  R.  R. 
Co.,  115  Mass.  458,  460.  Where  cattle 
are  injured  at  a  railroad  crossing  while 
being  driven  along  the  highway,  it  is 
for  the  jury  to  say  whether  they  were 
driven  with  due  care:  Towne  v.  Nashua 
&  L.  R.  R.  Co.,  124  Mass.  101. 
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dence  &  "Worcester  R  R.  Co.,  2  R.  1.404;  Cincinnati,  ITamilton 
&  Dayton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Waterson,  4  Ohio  St.  424;  Louibvilie  & 
Frankfort  R.  R  Co.  v.  Ballard,  2  Met.  (Ky.),  177. 

In  such  actions,  it  is  sufficient  if  the  averment  be  that  the  in- 
jury was  sustained  upon  a  road  owned  and  occupied  by  the  de- 
fendant, from  cars  managed  by  its  servants,  so  far  as  the  identity 
of  the  road  is  concerned* — setting  out  properly  the  cause  of  action. 

In  Tennessee,  certain  precautions  are  required  by  statute  in 
order  to  prevent  accidents  -or  injuries  to  individuals  or  stock.* 
Under  this  statute,  it  is  held  that  if  the  company  prove  that  all 
of  such  precautions  were  observed,  then  the  accident  was  un. 
avoidable,  and  the  company  is  not  liable;  in  the  absence  of  such 
proof,  they  are  responsible  for  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  ac- 
cident, whether  resulting  from  their  negligence  or  not.'  In  ad- 
dition to  the  specific  precautions  required,  they  must  show  that 
the  general  requirement  of  the  statute,  that  "every  possible 
means  was  employed  to  stop  the  train  and  prevent  the  accident," 
was  complied  with.*  In  resorting  to  such  additional  means, 
those  need  not  be  used  which  will  probably  endanger  the  lives 
or  property  of  passengers;  but  this  will  be  no  excuse  for  not 
observing  the  specific  requirements.*  It  is  not  enough,  under 
the  general  requirement  mentioned,  to  set  one  brake  for  the  pur- 
pose of  stopping  the  train;  all  of  the  brakes  should  be  set* 
In  such  case,  contributory  negligence  in  allowing  stock  to  run  at 
large  (the  running  of  stock  on  commons  being  lawful),  can  not 
be  relied  upon  by  the  company,  either  in  bar  of  the  action  or  in 
mitigation  of  damages.^ 

2.  Under  the  statute,  as  for  want  of  a  fence. — It  is  well  settled 
by  authority  that  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  may  pass 
laws,  as  matter  of  police,  requiring  railroad  corporations  to  fence 


» Austin  V.  The  New  York  &  Erie 
R.  R.Co.,  1  Dutch.  381,  383.  Such 
an  averment  is  necessary,  even  in  the 
court  of  a  justice  of  the  peace:  Pitts- 
burgh, Cincinnati  &  St.  Lo'iis  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Troxell,  57  Ind.  246, 18  Am.  Ry. 
Rep  Ml. 

'Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Smith,  9  Heisk.  860,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  60. 

'  Ibid.    And  see  Louisville  &  Kasli- 

88 


ville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brown,  13  Bush, 
475;  Kentucky  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Le- 
bus,  14  Bush,  518;  Atlantic  A  Gulf  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Griffin,  61  Ga.  11;  Mobile  & 
Ohio  R,  R.  Co.  r.  Williams,  53  Ala. 
595;  Little  Rock  &  Fort  Smith  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Payne,  33  Ark.  816. 

*M.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Smith,  supra. 

» Thid. 

•Ibid. 

'  Ibid. 
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their  roads  at  snch  places  as  fences  are  practicable,  and  may  im- 
pose reasonable  penalties,  and  liability  to  respond  for  injuries 
arising  from  omission  so  to  do.*  And  snch  requirements  may 
be  applied  to  railroad  corporations  already  existing,  as  well  as 
to  such  as  are  incorporated  after  the  enactment  of  tlie  law, 
whether  there  be  a  reservation  in  the  charter,  or  not,  of  such 
power  in  the  state.' 

The  laws  requiring  railroad  companies  to  fence  their  roads  are 
not  enacted  merely  to  determine  who  shall  fence  and  bear  the 
burden  thereof,  between  railroads  and  landed  proprietors,  nor 
merely  to  fix  the  liability  of  such  companies  for  domestic  animals 
injured  upon  their  road  by  engines  or  trains,  nor  simply  to  pro- 
tect living  stock  running  at  large  from  being  injured  by  going 
onto  these  roads,  but  not  only  for  each  of  such  purposes,  yet  more 
especially  for  the  increased  safety  of  the  lives  and  property 
of  persons  traveling  on  those  roads,  and  for  the  better  security 
of  property  carried   thereon.* 

A  father  can  not  recover  damages  for  the  injury  of  stock 
owned  by  his  minor  son.* 


iPenn.  R.  R.  Co.  d.  Riblet,  66 
Penn.  St.  164;  Blair  et  ah  v.  Mil- 
waukee &  Prairie  du  Chien  R.  R.  Co., 
20  Wis.  254,  259;  Gorman  v,  Pacif.  R. 
R.  Co.,  26  Mo.  441;  Trice  v.  The  Han- 
nibal &  St.  Jos.  R.  R.  Co.,  49  Mo. 
4^)8.  Chap.  94  of  Kansas  Laws  of 
H74,  which  provides,  first,  that  the 
railroad  company  shall  be  liable  abso- 
lutely for  the  killing  or  wounding  of 
stock,  irrespective  of  negligence  on 
their  part,  and  then,  in  a  subsequent 
section,  provides  that  the  law  shall  not 
apply  to  railway  companies  whose 
road  is  inclosed  with  a  good  and  law- 
ful fence,  was  held  constitutional  and 
valid  in  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Mower,  16  Kans.  573,  9  Am.  Ry.  Kep. 
400.  Under  this  statute,  it  is  held  that 
its  object  was  to  obviate  the  necessity 
of  inquiring  into  the  mere  negligence 
of  owners  or  the  company.  If  cattle 
get  upon  the  track  at  a  place  where 
the  road  can  and  ought  to  be  fenced, 
and  without  wanton  or  willful  act  of 


the  owner  are  injured,  the  company  is 
liable:  Hopkins r.  Kansas  Pacific  Ry. 
Co.,  18  Kans.  462,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
41.  And  see  Atchison  &  Neb.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Harper,  19  Kans.  629,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  42,  affirming  the  Mower  case, 
supra.  And  see,  also,  Central  Branch 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Lea,  20  Kans.  '^r>3,  limitirtf 
the  doctrine  announced  in  the  Hop- 
kins case,  supra.  The  railroad  com- 
pany is  entitled  to  the  best  evidence 
of  the  value  of  the  stock  killed:  A. 
&  N.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Harper,  supra. 

2  Gorman  r.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  2*5 
Mo.  441;  Wilder  v.  Maine  Central  K. 
R.  Co.,  65  Me.  332,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
289. 

'  Blair  and  another  v.  Mil.  &  Prairie 
du  Chien  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Wis.  25.1,  25S; 
Corwin  r.  The  N.  York  &  Erie  R.  R. 
Co.,  13  N.  Y.  45. 

*  Morris  v.  St.  Louis,  Kanso..  '"^ity  & 
Northern  Ry.  Co.,  58  Mo.  78.  9  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  96. 
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To  omit  to  fence  is  negligence  in  Wisconsin^  and  a  person  injured 
by  reason  of  snch  omission,  may,  in  the  courts  of  said  state, 
recover  for  the  injury  by  suit  against  the  company,  without 
proof  of  other  negligence,  if  the  plaintiff  himself  be  not 
guilty  of  contributing  to  the  cause  of  the  injury  by  his  own 
negligence/  Such  laws  requiring  fencing  of  railroads  are  police 
regulations,  and  are  rightful  subjects  of  legislation,  irrespective 
of  constitutional  provisions  expressly  conferring  power  to  pass 
the  same.' 

Although  the  law  may  impose  upon  a  railroad  company  the 
duty  of  fencing  its  road,  and  of  keeping  up  the  fence,  yet  there  are 
corresponding  duties  resting  on  the  adjoining  land  holders  and 
owners  of  live  stock.  They  may  not  voluntaril}'  suffer  their 
stock  to  go  upon  the  road  through  known  deficiency  of  fences, 
and  then   recover  for  the  damages  if  the   animals  be  injured;' 


*  Blair  and  another  p.  Mil.  k  Prairie 
du  Chien  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Wis.  2o4,  258, 
2o9;  Same  v.  Same,  20  Wis.  202.  But 
see  Lawrence  t\  Milwaukee,  Lake 
Shore  &  Western  Ry.  Co.,  42  Wis. 
322,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  866.  And  so 
in  Minnesota:  Whittier  r.  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  24 
Minn.  394;  S.  C.  2  N.  W.  Repr. 
20,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  450.  See 
also  Curry  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
Co.,  4:^  Wis.  665,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
219;  Ohio  &  Miss.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Clutr 
ter,  82  111.  12:3;  Cary  v,  St.  Louis,  K. 
C.  &  N.  Ry.  Co.,  60  Mo.  209;  Small 
V.  C,  R.  L  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  50  la.  3:38. 
The  opening,  or  leaving  open,  a  gate, 
with  the  assent  or  acquiescence  of  the 
company,  will  constitute  a  failure  to 
fence  within  the  statute:  Spinner  r. 
New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River 
R.  R.  Co.,  67  N.  Y.  153,  15  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  126.  And  evidence  that  the 
company  had  l^en  accustomed  to  use 
such  gate  for  their  own  convenience, 
and  had  habitually  left  it  open,  and 
that  the  proprietor  of  the  land  had 
not  used  it  for  some  weeks  previous  to 
the  accident,  held^  sufficient  to  justify 
a  finding  by  the  jury  that  the  company 


were  responsible  for  its  being  open  at 
that  time:  Ibid.  But,  of  course,  the 
company  is  not  liable  if  the  gate  is 
left  open  by  the  owner  or  his  servant: 
Koutz  V.  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western 
Ry.  Co.,  54  Ind.  515;  Hook  v.  Wor- 
cester &  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Repr.  348. 

^  Blair  and  another  v.  Mil.  &  Prairie 
du  Chien  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Wis.  254,  259. 

« Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Seirer,  60  111.  295.  And  so  held  in 
Ohio  under  their  statute  (Act  of  M«r. 
25,  1859—1  S.  &  C.  331),  which  pro- 
vides that  where  the  fence  is  the 
boundary  of  an  inclosed  field,  both 
must  maintain  the  fence:  Sandusky  & 
Cleveland  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Sloan,  27  ()hio 
St.  341,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  264;  Day- 
ton &  Mich.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Miami  Co. 
Infy.,  32  lb.  566.  And  see  W^hittier  v. 
C,  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co.,  supra.  But 
see  Wilder  v.  Maine  Central  R.  R.  Co., 
65Me.332,9Am.Ry.Rep.289:  Down- 
ing 9.  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  43  la.  %,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
406;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  c.  Fowl- 
er, 85  m.  21.  Where  the  plaintiff 
lived  three  fourths  of  a  mile  from  the 
track,  it  was  held  the  question  of  his 
contributory  negligence  in  turning  his 


1396 


THE  LAW  OF  RAILWAYS. 


thus  where  live  stock  broke  the  fence  of  a  railroad  and  entered 
thereon,  and  the  owner,  on  removing  the  same,  instead  of  notifying^ 
the  company,  repaired  the  fence  himself,  but  in  so  sorry  a  man- 
ner that  the  stock  entered  again  at  the  same  place  and  were  in- 
jured, it  was  held  that  the  owner  could  not  recover.* 

In  actions  for  damages  against  a  railroad  company  for  injury 
to  live  stock,  when  the  right  of  recovery  is  predicated  upon 
omission  to  fence,  then  the  burden  of  proof  as  to  fencing  is 
upon  the  plaintiff;  he  must  aver  and  prove  the  duty  and  the 
omission  to  fence.*  But  when  the  absence  of  a  fence  is  shown, 
and  the  injury  is  proven,  then  if  defendant  will  avoid  liability 
by  showing  the  occurrence  to  have  originated  at  a  place  where 
fencing  was  not  required,  or  was  not  allowable,  as  at  a  public 
crossing,  within  a  city,  town  or  village,  or  at  a  depot,  or  other 
public  place  of  business,  then  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  de- 
fendant to  prove  these  facts;*  and  if  not  absolutely  necessary, yet 
it  were  the  better  practice  to  plead  them. 

When  plaintiff  counts  on  a  supposed  case  of  statutory  liability 
for  not  fencing,  no  recovery  can  be  had  unles's  the  duty  to  fence 
is  shown  to  rest  upon  the  company.*     If  the  facts  show  that  the 


stock  loose  thus  near  an  unfenced  road, 
was  for  the  jury:  Curry  v,  Chicago 
&  Northwestern  Ry.  Co.,  3  N.  W. 
Repr.,  43  Wis.  665,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
219. 

»C.,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Seirer,  60 
111  295. 

2  Baxter  v.  Boston  &  Worcester  R. 
R.  Co.,  102  Mass.  3S3;  Peoria,  Pekin 
&  Jacksonville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Barton,  80 
111.  72;  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Farrelly,  3  Cnidw.  (III.), 
60;  Cincinnati  H.  &  1.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Bartlett,  58  Ind.  572;  Indianapolis,  P. 
&  C.  Ry.  Co.  V,  Caudle,  60  Ind.  112; 
Schneir  v.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry.  Co.,  40 
la.  337;  Grand  Rapids  &  I.  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Judson,  34  Mich.  506;  Woolfolk  p. 
Macon  &  Aug.  R.  R.  Co.,  56  Ga.  457. 
And  the  same  is  true  as  to  a  failure 
to  ring  the  bell,  where  that  is  relied 
on  as  evidence  of  negligence:    Meyer 


V.  Atlantic  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64 
Mo.  542,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  249. 

'  Baxter  v.  Boston  &  Worcester  R. 
R.  Co.,  102  Mass.  383;  Jefferson viJle, 
Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
O'Connor,  37  Ind.  95,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
566;  Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wil- 
liams, 53  Ala.  595.  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
153.  The  burden  is  the  same  as  to  con- 
tributory negligence  of  the  plaintiff: 
Rogers  r.  Newburj'port  R.  R.  Co.,  1 
Allen,  16;  Cairo  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Woosley,  85  111.  370.  Otherwise,  how- 
ever, if  the  company  is  not  in  default  as 
to  fences:  Jeffersonville,  Madison  & 
Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Huber,  42  Ind.  173; 
Indianapolis,  P.  &.  C.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Caudle.  60  Ind.  112;  Waldron  p.  Port- 
land, Saco  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  .35  Me. 
422. 

♦Rock  Island  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Lynch,  23  111.  645;  Galena  &   Chi. 
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owner  of  the  adjoining  land,  to  whom  the  injury  occnrs,  assumed 
.to  do  the  fencing  himself,  and  had  not,  or  that  the  grantor  of  the 
owner  whose  property  is  injured  made  such  undertaking,  and 
failed  to  perform,  then  the  land  itself  is  chargeable  with  the 
fencing,  and  the  same  charge  rests  upon  such  subsequent  owner, 
and  he  can  not  recover  for  injury  there  inflicted  on  his  stock,  as 
for  want  of  a  fence.*  Therefore,  when,  by  the  assessment  of 
condemnation  money  for  the  right  of  way,  the  cost  of  fencing  and 
keeping  up  the  fence  is  included  in  the  amount  assessed  against  the 
company,  then  inferentially,  and  as  a  legal  result,  the  duty  of 
fencing  is  removed  from  the  company,  and  imposed  upon  the 
land  holder,  at  that  particular  locality,  arid  is  one  that  passes 
to  and  rests  upon  the  grantee  of  such  land  holder;  and  neither 
the  one  or  other  of  such  land  holders  can  recover  for  injuries  to 
live  stock  at  th^  locus  in  qico,  alleged  to  have  occurred  for  want 
of  a  fence.* 


Union  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Crawford,  25  IIJ. 
529;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  ^.  Utley, 
38  111.  410;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  War- 
saw Ry.  Co.  V.  Wickery,  44  1)1.  76; 
Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Barrie,  55 
111.  226;  Rockford,  Rock  Isld.  &  St. 
Louis  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Lynch  et  al.,  67 
111.  149;  Small  d.  Chi.,  R.  I.  &  P. 
Ry.  Co.,  50  la.  341. 

iRook  Island  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Lynch,  23  111.  645;  Rockford,  Rock 
Isld.  &  St.  Loais  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Lynch,  67  III.  149.  In  Ohio  it  is  held 
that,  «nder  Sec.  2  of  the  Act  of  1859 
(56  Ohio  L.  62),  wbore  the  adjoining 
owner  constructs  a  sviificient  fence, 
inclosing  kis  own  land  and  also  the 
railroad,  the  fact  that  compensation 
was  not  paid  for  the  right  of  way  will 
not  prevent  the  company  from  joining 
its  fences  to  such  fence;  and  when  so 
inclosed,  no  additional  fence  need  be 
constructed:  Haxton  r.  Pittsburg, 
Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.,  26 
Ohio  St.  214,  1 1  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  257. 

« Rockford,  Rock  Isld.  &  St.  Louis  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Lynch  et  aZ.,  67  111.  149.  But 
see  Baltimore,  P.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.  v.  John- 


son ,  59  Ind.  188.  A  release  of  a  right  of 
way,  and  of  all  damages, etc.,  sustained 
by  reason  of  legation  and  construction  of 
work,  "  or  the  repairing  thereof  when 
finally  established  or  completed,"  will 
not  operate  as  a  release  of  damages  for 
the  injury  of  cattle:  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus, Cincinnati  &  Indianapolis  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Crossley,  36  Ind.  370,  5  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.552;  and  a  waiver  of  the  company's 
duty  to  fence  ¥rill  not  be  inferred  from 
a  simple  conveyance  of  the  right  of 
way:  Smith  v.  N.  Y.  &  0.  M.  R.  R. 
Co.,  63  N.  Y.  58.  In  California  it  is 
held  that  Sec.  30  of  the  Railroad  Act 
of  May  20th,  1861,  providing  that  in 
assessing  damages  for  right  of  way  the 
commissioners  shall  include  the  cost  of 
fences,  unless  the  company  offer  to 
construct  the  same,  and  providing  that 
if  the  land  be  uninclosed  the  company 
aha  11  not  be  required  to  construct 
fences  until  the  adjoining  owner  shall 
have  constructed  fences  abutting  on 
the  road,  means  that  the  company 
shall  not  be  compelled  to  perform  such 
offer  to  fence  until  the  owner  fences  as 
req  uired.     It  do3s  not  exempt  the  com- 
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Whether  the  negligence  of  a  railroad  company  in  omitting  to 
fence  its  road,  as  it  was  hy  law  recjuired,  was  the  cause  of  injury 
to  an  infant  of  years  too  tender  to  be  charged  with  a  want  of  care, 
and  whether  in  such  case  there  was  negligence  of  the  parents  of 
the  child,  or  of  those  in  whose  charge  the  child  was,  which  con- 
tributed to  bringing  upon  it  an  injury,  are  proper  subjects  and 
questions  for  the  decision  of  the  jury,  in  the  trial  of  an  action 
by  such  child  for  a  personal  injury,  by  its  guardian,  wherein 
these  questions  are  involved.* 

In  Wisconsin,  prior  to  the  act  of  1860,  requiring  railroad 
companies  to  fence  their  roads,  assessments  of  damages  for  right 
of  way  were  made  upon  the  principle  that  the  land  holders  were 
to  do  the  fencing,  and  allowance  was  made  therefor;  hence, 
where  such  asses.^ments  were  made  and  paid  prior  to  the  passage 
of  said  act,  and  injuries  have  been  inflicted  on  animals  of  the 
adjoining  land  holder  since,  and  as  for  want  of  a  fence,  no  re- 
covery against  the  company  can  be  had.  In  that  respect,  the 
rights  and  duties  of  the  parties  are  not  changed  by  the  act  of 
1860,  however  it  may  be  as  to  third  persons  or  the  public' 

By  the  statute  in  Maine,  railroad  companies  being  only  re- 
quired to  fence  their  roads  where  tliey  pass  through  inclosed  or 
cultivated  grounds,  are  not  liable,  under  the  statute,  for  killing 
or  injuring  live  stock,  as  merely  for  want  of  a  fence,  when  the 
injury  occurs  elsewhere  than  at  improved  or  inclosed  grounds — 
as  at  ordinary  commons  or  un inclosed  lands.*  It  is  the  duty  of 
owners,  in  that  state,  to  keep  their  live  stock  up;  and  if,  run- 
ning at  large,  they  go  upon  a  railroad  at  uninclosed  commons, 
then,  although  they  may  not  he  negligently  or  wantonly  injured, 
yet  the  company  is  not  liable,  exce])t  for  acts  of  wantonness  or 
negligence;  and  if  for  the  latter,  then  only  when  plaintiff  shows 
the  observance  of  due  care  on  his  part  to  avoid  the  injury  to  his 
property.* 

pany  from  the  liability  created  by  Sec.  '  Johnson  v.  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  Ry. 

40  for  stock  killed  on  unfenced  por-  Co.,  19  Wis.  137. 

tions  of  theroad:    Fontaine  t?.  South-  'Perkins  v.  Eastern,  &  Boston  & 

ern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  54  Cal.  645;  S.  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  29  Maine,  307;  Gil- 

C,  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  159.  man  v.  European  &  N.  Am.  Ry.  Co.. 

^  Schmidt,  an  infant  etc.,  r.  Mil.  &  60  Me.  2^35.     See  Giles  v,  Boston  & 

St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  23  Wis.  186.    See  Me.  R.  R.  Co.,  55  N.  H.  552. 

Isabel  V.   Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R.  R.  *  Perkins  v.   Eastern,  &  Boston  k 

Co.,  60  Mo.  475;  Williams  r.  Gmit  Maine  R.  R.  Co.,  29  Maine,  30t. 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  L,  R.  9  Exch.  157. 
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Bv  the  latest  ruliii":  in  Iowa,  it  is  held  that  a  railroad  com- 
paiiy  which  has  constructed  its  road,  and  is  actually  owning  and 
operating  it,  but  at  the  same  time  enfFers  another  company  to 
use  and  run  its  trains  upon  the  same,  is  nbt  liable  for  injuries  to 
live  stock  caused  by  the  trains  of  the  latter  upon  such  road;  but 
that  each  corporation — that  is,  both  the  original  owner  and  such 
lessee — are  separately  liable  under  the  statute,  each  for  their  own 
acts,  negligence  and  wrongs  in  that  respect,  and  not  for  those 
of  the  other.*  In  Illinois,  the  rule  as  to  liability  is  against  both ;' 
and  so  in  Vermont.*  But  in  Indiana,  in  an  action  against  both 
companies,  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  were  that  the  horse 
was  injured  upon  the  road  of  one  defendant,  by  the  cars  of  the 
other  com [)any  passing  over  the  road  in  charge  of  their  own 
officers;  and  they  were  held  insufficient,  because  the  owner  com- 
pany was  not  alleged  to  have  authorized  the  use  by  the  other 
company,  and  the  using  company  was  not  alleged  to  have  been 
running  the  road  in  the  name  of  the  owner  company,  either  as 
lessees,  assignees,  receiver,  or  otherwise.*  And  a  company  lea3- 
ing  a  road  will  not  become  liable  for  injuries  inflicted  therecn 
before  the  execution  of  the  lease.* 

When  the  right  to  recover  is  predicated  upon  the  violation  or 
omission  of  a  statutory  obligation  or  duty,  to  enable  plaintiff*  to 
recover,  he  must  establish  b}'  proof  all  the  facts  which  are  ma- 


>  Stephens  v.  D.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.  Co., 
36  Iowa,  327;  Clary  v,  la.  Midland 
Ry,  Co.,  37  la.  344. 

2  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Kanouse, 
39  III.  272;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Rumbold,  40  III.  143; 
East  St.  Louis  &  C.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Ger- 
ber,  82  111.  632.  And  see  Bean  v.  At- 
lantic &  St.  Lawrence  R.  R.  Co.,  63 
Me.  293;  McGratb  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  & 
H.R.  R.  R.  C<^a'iN.Y.522. 

8  Clement  v.  Cimfield.  28  Vt.  302; 
Nelson  V.  Vt.  &  Can.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Vt. 
717. 

♦Cincinnati  &  Martinsville  R.  R. 
Co.  c.  Paskins,  36  Ind.  380,  5  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  570.  And  see  this  case  affirm^'d 
in  Cincinnati  &  Martinsville  R.  R.  Co., 
and  L,  C.  &  L.  R.  R.  Co.,  r.  Townsend, 


39  Ind,  3S,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  406. 

*  Pittsburgh.  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Kain,  35  Ind.  291,  5  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  574.  But  will  after:  Down- 
ing V.  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  43. la.  96,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
406;  Cook  v.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Ry.  Co.,  36  Wis.  45;  Houston  <te 
Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Meador, 
60  Tex.  77.  And  the  lessor  is  also 
liable;  Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  &  Gulf 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Ewinjf,  23  Kans.  273.  A 
corporation  in  poa.^^ession  of  a  road  as  a 
trustee,  is  a  railway  corporation  with- 
in the  Kansas  statute,  and  as  such,  lia- 
ble for  injuries  to  stock:  Union  Trust 
Co.  V,  Kendall,  20  Kans.  515,  20  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  294.  And  see  Jones  v,  Se- 
ligman,  16  Ilun,  2J0. 
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terial  to  bring  the  case  clearly  within  the  statute;'  and  this, 
too,  whether  the  allegations  in  his  declaration  or  petition  be  that 
broad,  or  not.  He  must  prove  a  case,  even  though  he  omit  to  state 
one  in  such  manner  as  would  not  be  the  subject  of  demurrer.' 
As,  for  instance,  in  an  action  under  the  statute  for  injury  to  or 
killing  of  live  stock,  as  for  want  of  a  fence,  the  plaintiff  must 
not  ouly  prove  the  killing,  but  also  such  other  facts  as  bring  the 
case  within  the  statute — the  right  to  fence,  and  omission  to 
fence,  at  the  time  and  place  where  the  injury  occurs,  and  what- 
ever else  the  statute  embraces.* 

In  Indiana,  the  rule  of  the  common  law  prevails  in  rc.f»cvl  to 
live  stock  running  at  large,  if  there  be  no  order  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  allowing  animals  to  run  at  large.*  Sndi 
was  not  the  case,  however,  in  the  times  of  the  early  settlemiTut  of  the 
state.*^  By  tJie  act  of  11th  of  May,  1852,  the  rule  of  the  common 
law  was  changed  under  certain  circumstances,  in  reference  to  the 
rights  of  the  owners  of  live  stock  and  of  railroad  companies,  and 
instead  of  the  owners  of  live  stock  being  required  to  keep  their 
animals  off  of  railroads  at  private  parts  thereof,  the  railroad 
companies  were  declared  liable  to  pay  for  the  same  when  killed 
or  injured  on  their  roads  at  places  where  fences  are  by  ^aw  aUow- 


'  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Brown, 
23  III.  94;  Galena  &  Chi.  Union  R.  R. 
Co.  p.  Sumner,  24  111.  631;  Ohio  & 
Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  V,  Meisenheimer,  27 
Hi.  30;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Jones.  27  111.  41;  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 
P.  Williams,  27  111.  48;  Ohio  &  Miss. 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Taylor,  27  111.  207; 
Great  Western  R.  R.  C©.  v.  Bacon,  30 
111.  347. 

2  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brown, 
23  111.  94;  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Meisenheimer,  27  111.  30:  Ohio  & 
Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Jones,  27  111.  41. 

*  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brown,  23 
III.  94;  Small  v,  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry,  Co., 
50  la.  3;38. 

*  Williams  p.  New  Albany  &  S.  R. 
R.  Co.,  5  Ind.  Ill;  The  Lafayette  & 
Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shriner, 
G  Ind.  i4I;  Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Kinney,  8  Ind.  402;  Same  v.  Mc- 
Ciure,  26  Ind.  370;  Michigan  S.  &  N. 


Indiana  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Fisher,  27  Ind» 
96;  Indianapolis,  C.  &  L.  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Harter,  38  Ind.  567. 

*  Michigan  S.  &  Northern  Indiana 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Fisher,  27  Ind.  96,  97. 
And  at  common  law,  a  complaint  for 
killing  stock  should  allege  that  the 
injury  did  not  result  from  the  negli- 
gence of  the  plain  tiif:  Jeffersonville, 
Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Lyon,  55  Ind.  477,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
250.  But  where  such  averment  is 
omitted,  but  negligence  is  charged 
against  the  company,  on  demurrer  for 
misjoinder  of  causes  of  action,  tbe 
latter  averment  will  be  treated  as 
surplusage,  and  the  action  is  well 
brought  under  the  stjitute:  Ibid.  The 
bare  averment  is  sufficient,  without 
showing  the  facts:  Louisville,  New 
Albany  &  Chicago  Ry.  Co.  p.  Smith, 
58  Ind.  675,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  18. 
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al>le,  and  the  roads  are  not  inclosed  by  a  proper  fence.  This  lia- 
bility, within  a  certain  sum,  and  in  an  action  in  certain  courL^, 
was  absolute,  and  irrespective  of  negligence  or  of  accidental 
killing/  This  act  of  1852  was  subseqnently  merged  in,  or  re- 
pealed in  this  respect  by,  the  act  of  March  the  first,  1853,  author- 
izing proceedings  in  such  cases  before  justices  of  the  peace,  and 
declaring,  in  effect,  that  on  proof  of  tlie  killing  and  daniiiges,  and 
of  there  being  no  fence,  the  justice  should  give  judgment  for  tho 
plaintiff,  without  regard  to  whether  the  injury  resulted  from  the 
negligence  or  willfulness  of  the  defendant,  or  from  unavoidable 
accident;'  but  only  in  proceedings  in  justices'  courts,  and  for 
sums  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars.  To  eases  commenced  in  the 
courts  of  record,  the  common  law  ruleof  liability  still  prevailed.* 
This  statutory  liability  applied  only  to  such  places  as  at  which 
it  was  practicable  to  fence,  and  not  to  crossings  of  highways,* 
approaches  to  mills,  and  other  public  places.*  At  these,  the  com- 
mon law  rule  prevailed,  as  to  negligence  necessary  to  liability; 
but  a  mere  place  of  deposit  of  wood  is  not  such.' 


*  Williams  v.  The  New  Albany  & 
Salem  R.  R.  Co.,  5Ind.  Ill;  Lafayette 
&  Indianapolis  R,  R.  Co.  v.  Siiriner,  6 
Ind.  141;  JefFersonville,  Madison  & 
Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  O'Connor. 
87  Ind.  95,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  566;  Louis- 
ville, New  Albany  &  Chicago  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Cahill,  63  Ind.  340;  Same  c. 
VVhitesell,  68  Id.  297.  And  so  in 
Missouri:  Nail  p.  St.  Louis,  Kansas 
City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  bd  Mo.  112, 
8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  447. 

^  Williams  v.  The  New  Albany  & 

Salem  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Ind.  Ill;  In- 
dianapolis &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Town- 
'send,  10  Ind.  o8;  Jeftorsonville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Applef^ate,  10  Ind.  49;  In- 
dianapolis <fe  Ciji.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Mee'ic, 
ScUiie  V.  Brandon,  and  Same  v, 
Hughes,  10  Ind.  502;  Jefferson ville  R. 
R.  Co.  p.  Douifherty,  10  Ind.  549; 
Thayer  v.  St.  Louis,  Alton  &  Terre 
Haute  R.  R.Co.,  22  Ind.  26;  McKinney 
V.  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  Ind.  99; 
Jpff 'rsonville,  Madison  &  Indianapolis 
R.  ii.  Co.  V,  O'Connor,  supra. 


*  Jeffei-son ville  R.  R.  Co.  o.  Martin, 
10  Ind.  416;  Evans  ville  &  Crawfords- 
ville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ross,  12  Ind.  446. 

*  Indiana  Cent.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Gapcn, 
10  Ind.  292;  Madison  &  Indianapolis 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Kane,  11  Ind.  375;  In- 
dianapolis, Pittsburgh  &  Cleveland  ii. 
R.  Co.  V.  Fisher,  15  Ind.  203;  Pres. 
and  Directors  of  Terre  Haute  &  Rich- 
mond R.  R.  Co.  V.  Smith,  19  Ind.  42, 
Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Mc- 
Clure.  26  Ind.  870;  Mich.  S.  &  N.  In- 
diana R.  R.  Co.  V.  Fi«?her,  27  Ind.  96. 

*  Lafayette  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Shriner,  6  Ind.  141;  Indianapolis  & 
Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kinney,  8  Ind. 
402;  Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Caldwell,  9  Ind.  397;  Pittsburgh,  Cin. 
&  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  v.  Bowyer,  45 
Ind.  496. 

«  Bellefontaine  Ry.  Co.  v.  Reed.  33 
Ind.  476.  Where  it  is  necessary  that 
a  certain  space  shall  be  kept  open  for 
the  transaction  of  business,  tlie  com- 
pany will  not  be  liable,  as  for  want  of  a 
fence,  for  live  stock  killed  while  in  such 
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By  the  subsequent  acts  of  1859,  tlie  suit  may  be  bronght  in  the 
common  pleas  or  in  the  circuit  court  in  certain  cases,  and  tl.e 
act  of  1853  .is  extended  to  suits  brought  in  these  courts,*  and  tc 
cause  liability  in  suits  therein,  requires  proof  of  negligence.*  And 
by  an  act  of  1803,  these  several  preceding  acts  are  all  essentiallj 
re-enacted  into  one. 

Nor  is  it  any  excuse  for  not  fencing,  that  the  railroad  runs 
alongside  of  a  public  highway;  at  such  places,  the  necessity 
of  a  fence  is  increased,  instead  of  diminislied.'  It  is  also  held  in 
Indiana  that  the  owner  of  an  injured  animal  may  abandon  him, 
under  their  statute,  and  recover  his  full  value  from  the  railroad 
company.* 

All  the  animals  killed  at  any  one  time,  constitute,  collect- 
ively, under  the  statute  of  Indiana  (if  we  understand  aright  tlie 
decisions  in  that  state),  but  one  separate  and  indivisible  cause  of 
action.'  If  the  value  of  the  animal  or  animals  killed,  or  the 
injury  done,  at  any  one  time,  does  not  exceed  in  the  aggregate 
the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  the  jurisdiction  is  confined  to  the  jus- 


place,  without  proof  of  negligrence; 
but  if  unnecessary  to  keep  it  open,  they 
are  liable,  irrespective  of  negligence: 
Morris  r.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  & 
Northern  Ry.Co.,  58  Mo.  78, 9  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  96. 

*  Evansville  &  Crawfordsville  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Ross,  12  Ind.  446. 

^  Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Keruheval,  16  Ind.  84. 

*  Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  d. 
Guard,  24  Ind.  222;  Same  v.  McKin- 
ney,  Id,  283;  Jeffersonville,  Madison 
&  Indianapolis  R.  R.Co.  v.  Sweeney,  82 
Ind.  4.'30. 

*Ohio  &  Mississippi  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hays,  35  Ind.  173,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  576. 

*  Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  El- 
liott, 20  Ind.  430;  Indianapolis  &  Cin. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Kerchpval,  24  Ind.  i;59;  To- 
ledo, Burlington  &  Logansport  R y.  Co. 
V.  Tilton,  27  Ind.  71;  Lafayette  &  In- 
dianapolis R.  R.  Co.,  and  the  Indian- 
apolis &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.,  v.  Ehnian,  30 
Ind.'H3.  This  la.<t  action  wius  for  kill- 
ing a  cow  and  a  heifer  of  plaintiff  by  the 


cars,  where  the  road  was  not  fenced, 
and  was  brought  in  the  court  of  co^^ 
mon  pleas  of  Marion  county,  Indiana. 
Judgment  below  for  $110.  It  wm 
objected  that,  the  evidence  showing 
the  heifer  to  have  been  of  !es3  value 
than  fifty  dollars,  the  common  pleas 
had  no  jurisdiction  as  to  her,  and 
therefore  that  judgment  should  have 
gone  for  the  value  of  Jhe  cow  only, 
whereas  it  went  for  the  combined  value 
of  both.  The  supreme  court  of  Indi- 
ana say.  as  to  this  objection:  **It  is 
contended  by  the  appellant's  counsel 
that  the  cow  and  heifer  were  not  both 
killed  at  the  same  time,  and  as  the 
value  of  the  heifer  did  not  excei»d 
fifty  dollars,  the  common  pleas  coui-t 
had  no  jurisdiction  of  that  part  of 
the  case,  and  should,  therefore,  have 
found  for  the  plaintiff  the  value  of  the 
cow  only.  The  evidence  shows  that 
the  cow  and  heifer  were  Ftanding  on 
tho  track,  not  over  four  feet  apart, 
and  were  killed  by  the  same  tra  n. 
Thny  were  killed  so  near  the  samo  in- 
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tices'  courts :'  and  if  the  atjofresfate  or  combined  value  of  all 
those  killed,  or  of  the  injuries  done,  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
amounts  to  more  than  iitry  dollars,  then  the  jurisdiction  is  in 
the  circuit  court,  or  court  of  common  pleas.'  But  that  if  such 
killing  or  injury  occur  to  one  or  more  animals  upon  one  and 
the  same  day,  and  at  one  time,  and  on  one  and  the  same  day  at 
another  and  different  time,  each  of  which  separately  causes  less 
than  fifty  dollars  dama'^o,  then  these  two  causes  of  action  are 
distinct,  and  can  not  be  united  to  give  jurisdiction  to  the  cir- 
cuit  court  or  coniuion  pleas;  for  each  day's  mischief  is  a  sep- 
al ale  cau^e  of  action  within  itself,  and  within  the  justice's 
jurisdiction,  of  which  the  higher  courts  can  not  take  jurisdiction 
separately;  and  not  having  jurisdiction  of  them  separately^  they 
can  not  take  it  collectively.'  It  is  held,  moreover,  that  to  confer 
jurisdiction  upon  the  circuit  court,  the  killing  or  injury  must 
have  occurred  after  the  statute  went  into  effect;  it  is  not  re- 
troactive in  its  nature,  and  therefore,  causes  of  action  for  killing 
or  injuring  live  stock  accruing  before  the  date  of  its  takinj: 
effect,  which  were  then  actionable  in  a  justice's  court,  must  still 
be  prosecuted  therein.* 

If  the  injury  to  the  live  stock  be  incurred  while  the  road  is  in  the 
hands  and  possession  of  a  receiver  judicially  appointed,  who  is 
running  the  same,  yet  the  action  for  damages  must  be  against  the 


stant  of  time  that  the  intervening 
period  is  inappi-eciable,  and  under 
Fuch  circumstances  we  fail  to  appi'e- 
ciate  the  objection."    30  Ind.  87. 

'  Toledo,  Burlington  &  Logan&port 
Ry.  Co.  r.  Tilton.  27  Ind.  71 ;  La- 
fayette &  Ind's  R.  R.  Co.,  and  Ind's 
*  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.,  v.  Ehman,  30  Ind. 
83. 

'Toledo,  Burlington  &  Logansport 
Ry.  Co.  r.  Tilton.  27  Ind.  71;  La- 
fayette &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.,  and 
Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.,  v, 
Ehman,  30  Ind.  83.  But  objection  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  justice  can  not 
be  made  for  the  first  time  in  the  ap- 
pellate court:  South  &  North  Ahx. 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Brown,  53  Ala.  Gol,  13 


Am.  Ry.  Rep.  166. 

•Toledo,  Burling' on  &  Logansport 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Tilton,  27  Ind.  71,  72. 

*  Indianapolis  &  Cincinnati  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Elliott.  20  Ind.  430.  In  Mis- 
souri, there  must  be  aflBrniative  proof 
of  the  injury  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  justice:  Nail  v.  St.  Louis. 
Kansas  City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  59 
Mo.  112,  8  Am.  Ry.  Rflp.  447.  An 
averment  that  the  auima-l  was  killed 
at  a  point  not  fenced,  aiid  by  law  re- 
quired to  be  fenced,  is  sufficient  in  a 
complaint  before  a  ju.^tice.  This  im- 
plies the  animal  went  upon  the  track 
at  a  place  not  fenced:  Ohio  &  Mis- 
sissippi Ry.  Co.  V.  Miller,  46  Ind. 
215,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  240. 
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coiupanj,  an  J  not  against  the  receiver.*  And  so  if  tiie  injury  be 
committed  by  the  cars  of  the  company  other  than  the  one  owning 
the  road,  while  running  over  and  using  the  same  under  con- 
tract witli  the  company  owning  the  road,  the  company  owning 
the  road,  and  not  the  one  committing  the  injury  to  live  stock, 
will  be  liable  under  the  statute.*  But  if  the  injury  be  occa- 
sioned by  negligence,  then  doubtless  the  compacy  committing 
would  be  subject  to  common  law  liability,  although  such  com- 
pany be  not  the  owner  of  the  road,  and  notwithstanding  the  stat- 
utory remedy  against  the  company  owning  the  same. 

Ordinary  negligence  of  the  owner  in  allowing  live  stock  to 
stray  onto  the  track  of  a  railroad,  is  now,  in  Indiana,  no  defense 
for  the  company  as  to  a  place  required  to  be  fenced,  if  they  have  not 
fenced  the  road.*  If  the  injury  occur  at  a  place  where  the  com- 
pany have  no  right  to  fence,  as  at  a  crossing  of  a  highway,  or 
other  place  not  within  the  statute,  that  fact  must  be  set  up  by 
the  plea  or  answer,  and  is  for  the  defendant  to  prove.* 

It  is  enough,  in  Indiana,  if  the  plaintifTs  petition  or  declara- 
tion allege  the  killing  or  injurjr,  and  that  the  road  w^s  not  fenced, 
and  that  he  prove  the  same;  if  at  a  place  not  allowable  to  be 
fenced,  that  must  be  pleaded  and  proved,  as  aboio  stated,  in 
avoidance  of  liability.' 


>  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Fitch,  20 
Ind.  498,  500;  Louisville,  New  Albany 
&  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Cauble,  46  Ind.  277. 
But  see  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Davis,  23  Ind.  553,  and  antej  chap. 
45,  Fubdn.  2. 

'  Indianapolis  &  Madison  R.  R.  Co. 
t7.  Solomon,  23  Ind.  534.  But  see 
Cincinnati  &  Martinsville  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Paskins,  36  Ind.  880,  5  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  570.  See  also,  Pittsburgh,  Cincin- 
nati k  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  v.  Bolner,  57 
Ind.  572,  Same  v.  Hannon,  60  Ind. 
417;  Same  v.  Currant,  61  Ind.  38; 
Cincinnati,  H.  &  D.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bun- 
nell, Id.  183;  Jefferson ville,  Madi- 
son &  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Downey,  Id. 
287. 

"^Jeffersonville,  Madison  &  Indian- 
apolis R.  R.  Co.  r.  O'Connor,  37  Ind. 
95,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  566;    Pittsburgh, 


Cin.  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brown, 
44  Jnd.  409;  Indianapolis,  Peru  &  Chi. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Wolf,  47  Ind.  250;  Ohio 
&  Mi.s8.  Ry.  Co.  V.  McClure,  Adm'r, 
47  Ind.  317.  But  otherwise  in  Wis- 
consin: McCandless  v.  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Ry.  Co.,  45  Wis.  365, 
19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  374. 

♦Pittsburgh,  Cin.  &  St.  Louis  R.  R. 
Co.  t\  Brown,  44  Ind.  409;  Indianap- 
olis, Peru  &  Chi.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wolf, 
47  Ind.  250. 

^  See  Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Williams,  53  Ala.  595, 13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
153.  Negligence  must  be  averred: 
Ibid,  and  South  &  North  Ala.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Hagood,  53  Ala.  647,  13  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  161.  An  averment  that  the  act 
charged  is  **  to  the  damage  of  the 
plaintiff ''  in  a  specified  sum,  is  a  suffi- 
cient  prayer   for   relief:    Louisville, 
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Uiiclcrthe  Indiana  Statutes  of  1853  and  1863,  it  is  held  in  that 
state  that  actual  contact  of  the  cars  or  eni^ine  of  tlie  company 
with  the  animal  injured  ie  necessary  to  enable  the  owner  to  main* 
tain  an  action  against  a  railroad  corporation  for  injury  to  live 
stock.*  For  an  act  of  negligence,  however,  at  cominon  law,  by 
which  live  domestic  animals  are  injured  by  being  recklessly  driven 
into  trestle  work  by  a  train  of  tlie  company,  an  action  will  lie, 
although  the  animals  be  hot  touched  by  the  engine  or  train.*  But 
lor  an  injury  under  like  circumstances  resulting  merely  from 
fright  at  the  approaching  train,  and  unaccompanied  by  any  neg- 
ligence on  the  part  of  the  company,  there  is  no  liability." 


New  Albany  &  Chicago  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Smith,  58  Ind.  675,  19  Am.  Ky.  Rep. 
18. 

^  Peru  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Hju^^ket,  10  Ind.  409;  Ohio  &  Miss. 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Cole,  41  Ind.  331;  Indian- 
apolis, Bloomington  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V.  McBrown,  46  Ind.  229;  L.,  N, 
A.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Smith,  supra; 
Baltimore,  P.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Thomas,  60  Ind.  107.  And  see  Laf- 
terty  v.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R. 
Co.,  44  Mo.  291.  It  is  held  otherwise 
under  the  Kansas  statute  (Laws  1874, 
ch.  94):  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe 
R.  R,  Co.  V.  Jones,  20  Kans.  527,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  808.  The  statute  im- 
posed liability  for  injury  *'  by  the  ei.- 
gine  or  cars  on  such  railway,  or  in 
any  other  raannor  whatever  in  operat- 
ing such  railway":  fbid.  See,  also, 
Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Edwards,  20  Kans.  531,  20  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  31 1 .  In  this  case  the  stock  got 
upon  the  track  where  it  was  not  fenced 
as  required  by  law,  and  though  not 
frightened  by  a  train,  they  attempted 
to  cross  a  bridg  s  and  were  caught  be- 
tween the  ties  and  injured.  The  de- 
fendant was  held  not  liable  within 
said  act;  but  negligence  being  found 
by  the  jury  in  the  construction  ol'  the 
bridge,  it  was  held  liable  on  that 
gioimd.  (But  see  Memphis  &  Charles- 
ton R.  R.  Co.  V.  Lyon,  62  Ala.  71.) 


But  for  in^iuries  caused  by  employes 
of  I  he  company  in  extricating  the  ani- 
mals from  their  position  after  they 
were  discovered,  they  were  held  liable 
under  the  stock  act:  A.,  T.  &  S.  F. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Edwards,  supra.  Attor- 
neys' fees  having  been  allowed,  as  pro- 
vided by  the  act,  and  assessed  in  gross, 
they  were  stricken  out,  as  no  mode  of 
apportioning  them  could  be  gathered 
from  the  evidence:  7&i(i.  Where  the 
injuries  inflicted  upon  a  horse  are  of  a 
character  to  render  him  valueless,  the 
admission  of  evidence  that  he  was,  in 
consequence  thereof,  killed  by  employ- 
es of  the  road,  will  be  held  not  to  have 
prejudiced  the  defendant:  Welsh  r. 
C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  la.  6^32;  S.  C. 
6  N.  W.  Rcpr.  13,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
181.  But  railroad  companies  have 
been  held  not  liable  for  injuries  to 
cattle  occasioned  by  falling  into  a  well 
on  their  grounds,  even  where  they  have 
failed  to  fence:  Aurora  Branch  R.  R. 
Co.  p.  Grimes,  13  Hi.  585;  111.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Carraher,  47  111.  333;  Ilu^^hes 
V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R.  R.  Co., 
66  Mo.  825. 

»OJ.\o  *  Miss.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Cole,  41 
Ind.  J331;  Indianapolis,  Bloomlngton 
&  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  McBrown,  46 
Ind.  229;  Young  r.  St.  Louis,  Kansas 
City  &  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  4  la.  172. 

»Pera  &  L  R.   R.  Co.  v.  Haskct, 


supra. 
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Under  the  statute  of  Indiana  in  regard  to  fencing  of  railroads 
it  is  a  good  defense  of  the  company,  to  an  action  for  killing  or 
injuring  live  stock  of  an  adjoining  land  holder  by  the  cars  of  the 
company,  that  such  land  holder  had  contracted  with  the  company 
to  erect  the  fence  himself,  and  to  keep  it  up,  and  had  been  paid 
for  so  doing;  but  instead  of  erecting  a  proper  and  sufficient  one, 
erected  so  poor  a  one  that  his  live  stock,  turned  by  him  into  his 
own  adjoining  premises,  got  through  on  the  railroad  and  were 
injured.  The  injury  in  such  case  was  held  to  have  been  inenrred 
in  his  own  wrong.*  And  though  the  law  is  in  tlie  nature  of  a  po- 
lice regulation,  the  obligation  of  which,  as  we  have  seen,  can  not 
he  released  by  the  contract  of  a  citizen  with  the  company,  yet  the 
failure  of  the  citizen  to  comply  with  the  law  will  prevent  a  re- 
covery by  himself  for  injuries  occasioned  by  his  neglect  to  do  so.* 

And  so  where  th(3  railroad  company  has  fenced  its  track  as  re- 
quired by  the  statute,  and  by  permission  the  adjoining  land 
holder  is  allowed  to  make  a  private  passway  for  his  own  use 
across  the  railroad,  from  field  to  field  belonging  to  him,  and  ad- 
joining to  the  road,  and  he  liimself  neglects  to  keep  the  same  in 
repair,  by  reason  whereof  his  live  stock  gets  onto  the  track  and 
is  injured  or  killed,  without  ne^^ligcnce  of  the  company,  by  one 
of  its  trains,  the  company  are  not  liable.'  And  the  same  rule 
holds  good  in  regard  to  grantees  of  such  land  holder;  and  also  to 
his  tenant  in  possession  of  the  premises.* 

But  though  the  crossing  be  a  private  one,  yet  if  it  be  at  a 
place  where  the  company  have  a  right  to  fence,  that  is,  at  where 
it  is  legal  to  make  a  fence,  and  it  does  not  make  one,  or  makes 
an  insufficient  one,  or,  making  one,  fails  to  keep  it  in  repair,  and 
stock  be  thus  injured  or  killed  by  reason  of  such  omission  or  ab- 


I 


^  President,  etc.,  of  Terre  Haute  & 
Hichmond  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Smith,  16 
Ind.  102;  Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Adkins,  23  Ind.  340;  Indiiump- 
olis,  Pittsburgh  &  Cleveland  R.  fi  Cj. 
V.  Petty,  25  Ind.  413;  CLr;nn;iii,  li. 
Sc  T.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Ridge,  54  Ind.  39; 
Bait,  P.  &  C.  R.  W.  Co.  V.  Johnson, 
59  Ind.  188.  And  see  Pittsburg,  Cin- 
cinnati &  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  v.  Smith, 
26  Ohio  St.  124,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  48. 

*  President,  etc.,  of  Ten-e  Haute  & 


Richmond  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Smith,  16  Ind. 
102. 

^  The  Indianapolis,  Pittsburgh  & 
Cleveland  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shimer,  17  Ind. 
295;  Indianapolis  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Adkins,  23  Ind.  340;  Koutz  v.  Toledo, 
Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co.,  54  Ind. 
515. 

*The  Indianapolis,  Pittsburgh  & 
Cleveland  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shimer,  17  Ind. 
295;  Indianapolis,  Pittsburgh  &  Cleve- 
land R.  R.  Co.  r.  Petty,  25  Ind.  413. 
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ecnce  of  a  sufficient  fence,  and  the  making  of  or  keeping  np  the 
same  has  not  devolved  upon  the  owner  of  the  injured  animals, 
the  company  will  be  liable.* 

The  nature  of  the  fence  required  of  a  railroad  company  is 
simply  what  is  terme»3  a  legal  one;  "such  an  one  as  good  hus- 
bandmen generally  keep."  "  But  if  tlie  company  properly  fence, 
they  are  liable  only  for  negligence,  and  on  common  law  princi- 
ples.' 

Under  the  statute  of  Indiana  of  1863,  railroad  companies  are 
not  liable  for  injury  to  live  stock  as  for  want  of  a  fence,  and  irre- 
gpective  of  negligence,  willful  misconduct,  or  unavoidable  acci- 
dent, in  suits  brought  in  the  court  of  common  pleas.  In  that 
court,  there  must  be  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  to 
bring  his  case  within  the  principles  of  the  common  law;  he 
must  not  only  prove  the  injury,  but  negligence  or  willful  wrong, 
and  that  the  same  was  the  proximate  cause  of  such  injury,  but 
mast  also  show  ordinary  care  on  his  part,  or  else  he  can  not  re- 
cover. It  is  only  in  actions  before  justices  of  the  peace  that  the 
rule  of  the  common  law  in  this  respect  is  changed.* 

If  the  live  stock  or  animals  of  a  third  person  be  stabled  or 
kept  upon  the  premises  of  an  adjoining  land  owner,  and  stray 
onto  and  be  injured  on  the  railroad,  where  the  company  along 
said  premises  have  neglected  to,  and  yet  were  bound  in  law  to, 
fence,  then   the  owner  of  such   animals  has   a   right  of  action 


*  The  Indiana  Cent.  Ry.  Co.  v,  Lea- 
inon,  18  Ind.  173;  Pittsburgh,  Cin- 
cinnati &  St.  Louis  Ry.  Co.  v.  Eby,  55 
Ind.  567,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  244;  Mc- 
Kinley  r.  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  47 
la.  76. 

2  Toledo  &  Wabash  Ry.  Co.  v, 
Thomas,  18  Ind.  215,  217.  Expert 
testimony  is  not  admissible  to  deter- 
mine whether  a  fence  is  suiir.^lf: 
Swartout  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  ^.  ii. 
Co.,  7  Hun,  571;  Enrigrht  v.  San  Fran- 
cisco &  S.  J.  R.  R.  Co.,  38  Cal.  230. 
But  see  Louisville,  New  Albany  &  Chi- 
cago Ry.  Co.  r.  Spain,  61  Ind.  4G0. 
If  a  barbed  wire  fence  is  used,  rijcans 
ranst  be  taken  to  prevent  cattle  from 
being  driven  thereon  by  fright,  else  the 


co?npflny  will  be  liable:  Atlanta  & 
Werit  Point  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hudson,  62 
Ga.  679. 

3  Toledo  &  Wabash  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Thomas,  18  Ind.  215.  217. 

*  Jefferson ville  R.  R,  Co.  v.  Martin, 
10  Ind.  (Tanner),  416.  Tlie  mere  ex- 
ercise of  one's  own  right,  without 
wrong  to  another,  or  negligence  re- 
su- Jug  in  wrong,  will  not  render  a  per- 
son liable:  Indiannpolis  &  Cin.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Wright,  13  Ind.  213;  Toledo, 
Wabash  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hib- 
bert,  14  Ind.  509.  The  rule  is  other- 
w's?  in  Minnesota:  Whittier  v.  Chica- 
fro.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  24 
Jwinn.  394;  S.  C.  2  N.  W.  Repr.  20, 15 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  450. 
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TK.'Jer  ti.^  *• -.!  .tc\  if  t\e  hti::::^!*  iTj'^rel  were  his  own;  tl.e 
p-o*r'f:»:ori  v.'!.>::i  t:.e  !jtw  j  :..':c»  aruTT  J  t'.o  lai.d  owrer'^  >tc-c  ;. 
j-.i-e?  a!^  J  to  •!:•;  !>.'e  it'j!<  of ''•*!.  vrs  oa  Lii  premises  bv  c:  d 
Wit'j  5.1?  f  r: -'.rr'  :.  -'':  a*,  i  O'^n^en*.' 

Vi^iioT'*.  !•/  "ji'v,  r .!!.";.  I  C'/in[»r  'e?  Ji*^  r:  ^nired  to  fT'.j-e  tl.=-'- 
ro  .'i-i  w'.  '-;  •..^•v  I  'i-P  t!.pjrj!i  inr!..-'  I  ;.':•  •;.:,  j^,  and  a  .im&^s  vf 
fi  i  a  !*i.*::!'- J-  !.i:i  1  »'a  u't  arc  f«»iind  i:.'*:rt  i  or  kiile«J  nr^  n  a  ra"'- 
r  a  I  at  a  ;..if"iin  liis  iricIo<<:d  gptHM-is  at  wl.ich  ti;e  ''a:'.r«:«a!  '■« 
ji"t  r-Ti'^'  i,  :!.<*  i»rf' -'Tirition  is.  if  irti.::.:?  ar*r<?*tr  to  t!:e  ct*:;- 
tra-v,  t!  '  t  tl.e  ariin.a*^  in^:.re«l  straved  oi.to  ti.e  rusd  at  snc'i 
iinfi.rif'f!']  J/*;  f»<i,  and  it  is  not  iiecf>«»nry  to  j»rore  that  tlie  air'mii.s 
f;jt  rr^.' 1  t'  o:*»*  »n  fr  »m  the  want  f)f'  a  f,*:;c.*;'  an  1  if  the  sa-.ne  l^*. 
at  a  [>l.i''!f  wli'  re  th  -re  is  no  public  opis-i'isr,  t!:e  company  w!!l 
];o  liu:'!".  8o  f.ir  as  st;<-!i  liibliitv,  und?r  tlie  statn'e,  may  rf^-';Jt 
fr  tm  a  fiii'ure  to  fence  at  tliat  j»irtic:il:ir  pla'^'C.'  Evidence  is  r."t 
al'ni'-'blo  of  tlie  ki  lin/ of  o*'jcr  cattle  rnu'.inGT  at  l.trifc;*  or 
of  a  fallu'-f;  to  fr.Mce  at  other  places,  or  nci^lect  to  rep:iir  at  other 
ti'nos  or  jj!ii"c?.* 


'  ^-'awyer  v.  V'Tmont  A  Mass.  H.  R. 
Co.,  lOo  M.i"s.  100;  Marietta  &  Cin- 
cinnati R.  R-  Co.  r.  ^:f^'^ph•^n-on.  21 
Ohio  St.  4S  6  Am.  Ry.  Hep.  428.  Bt-t 
o'h'Twiio  wiK^n  the  CiiHU?  are  iinlnw- 
' fully  therp:  Gilos  v.  Boston  &  M.ii.qe 
R.  H.,r,r,  N.  FI.  552,  11  Am.  Ry.  lUp. 
203.  See  fiirth»*r,  Carry  p.  Chicago  & 
Korthwest'Tn  Ry.  Co.,  43  Wis.  C05, 
10  Am.  Ry.  Kep.  219;  ante,  chap. 
20,  fliibdn.  4. 

'Kirkle  r.  St.  Lonis,  Kansas  Cify  & 
No.-fh^'rn  R.  \V.  Co..  54  Ma  219; 
AaUu'hoii  V.  St.  Louis  &  I.  M.  R.  R. 
C) ,  52  Mo.  5Jw';  Spinnor  t>.  New 
York  Central  &  Hudson  River  R.  H. 
Co.,  67  N.  Y.  iru\  15  Am.  Ry.  R-p. 
120.  In  thecasj  first  above  cite  1,  the 
cmrt  refer  to  the  seoming  dissent  on 
tliifl  point,  in  Cecil  v.  Pacific  R.  R., 
47  Mo.  240,  as  not  to  be  regarded  as 
icrioring  the  principle  here  held.  See 
Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  Ry.  Co.  p. 
Pineo,  t^Z  111.  ;)03, 4  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  534, 
as  to  evidence  of  iojary.    By  statute, 


in  ^om*  ptat?s,  the  mert?  fact  of  the  in* 
jury  is  mA*l^  prima  fa^ie  proof  oTne^ 
lin^^nc*:  Lo;i Is v'SV  &  Nashville  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Brown,  t3  «4jsh,  475;  Kentnckv 
C-nfr.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Ubiw,  14  Bi^h, 
51S;  Atlantic  &  GnlfR.  R.Co.v.  Grif- 
fin. 01  Ga.  11;  Mobile  A  Ohio  R.  K. 
Co.  r.  Williams,  53  Ala,  595;  Litr.a 
Rock  &  Fort  Smith  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Payne, 
33  Ark.  816.  Bnt  in  8nch  case  the 
company  may  relieve  itself  from  lir- 
bilify  by  showing  propv^rcare:  L.  R. 
&  F.  S.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Payne,  supra; 
Durham  v.  Wilmington  &  Weldon  R. 
R.  Co.,  82  N.  Car.  352.  See  Mobile  & 
0.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  William?,  supra. 

■Fickle  p.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  it 
Northern  R.  W.  Co.,  54  Mo.  210; 
Marietta  &  Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Stephenson,  supra. 

*McCandle8s  p.  Chicago  &  North 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  45  Wis.  865, 19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  374. 

» Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.  t.  Morth- 
land,  30111.  451;  Chicago,  Burlington 
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The  rule  of  law  that  exempts  a  railroad  company  from  fenc- 
ing its  road  at  public  crossings  of  highways  and  streets,  applies 
to  such  streets  and  highways  as  have  been  dedicated  or  lawfully 
established  as  such,  whether  improved  so  as  to  be  used  or  not 
There  can  be  no  right  to  fence  up  a  road  or  street  wliich  is  es- 
tablished by  law;  and  where  there  is  no  right  to  do  so,  there  is  no 
duty  devolving  on  the  company  to  fence.*  Therefore,  to  hold  the 
company  liable  for  injury  to  live  stock  caused  at  such  places  by 
its  trains,  actual  negligence  must  be  shown;*  but  if  the  injury 
occur  where  the  company  have  a  right  to  fence,  and  are  required 
to,  then  no  negligence  need  be  proved  to  render  it  liable.' 

And  so,  under  the  statute  of  Indiana,  if  live  stock  stray  onto 
a  railroad  at  a  point  w^here  it  ought  to  be,  but  is  not,  fenced,  and 
proceed  to  a  place  where  it  is  not  fenced,  and  can  not  legally  be 
fenced,  and  be  there  injured  or  killed,  without  having  left  the 
road,  and  the  killing  is  by  contact  of  the  engine  or  cars,  the 
company  are  liable  in  an  action  for  the  damages.* 

The  exemption  from  the  obligation  to  fence,  under  the  statute 
of  Indiana,  is  not  construed  by  the  courts  of  that  state  to  extend 
to  places  in  cities,  towns  or  villages,  outside  of  the  district  where 
there  are  streets  and  street  crossings,  although  situate  within  the 
corporate  limits.* 

Under  said  statute  of  March  4th,  1863,  liability  to  suit  for 
damages  exists  as  well  against  the  owners  of  the  road,  as  all 


&  Quincy  R.  R.  Ck).  v.  Farrelly,  3 
Bradw.  (111.),  60;  Brooks  v.  N.  Y.  & 
E.  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Barb.  594;  Cecil  v. 
Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Mo.  246;  Miss.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Miller,  40  Miss.  45. 

» Meyer  v.  North  Mo.  R.  R.  Co.,  35 
Mo.  352. 

2  Meyer  v.  North  Mo.  R.  R.  Co.,  35 
Mo.  352;  Gerren  v,  Hannibal  &  St. 
Joseph  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Mo.  405,  9  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  247. 

3  Powell  V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R. 
R.  Co.,  35  Mo.  457.  Thus  where  a 
highway  has  not  been  used  by  the  pub- 
lic for  thirty-six  years,  an  abandon- 
ment will  be  presumed,  and  the  rail- 
road company  will  not  be  excused 
from  fencing:    JeSersonville,  Madison 

89 


&  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  i?.  O'Connor, 
37  Ind.  95,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  566. 

*  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Howell,  3-S  Ind.  447;  Jeflferson- 
ville,  Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Lyon,  55  Ind.  477,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  250.  And  see  Witthouse  v.  At- 
lantic &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  523, 
17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  296. 

*  Jeffersonville,  Madison  &  Indi- 
anapolis R.  R.  Co.  V.  Parkhurst,  ^M 
Ind.  501;  and  so  in  Ohio:  Cleveland  & 
Pittsburg  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McConnell,.  26 
Ohio  St.  57,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  266. 
And  see  Crawford  v.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H. 
R.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  Hun,  108;  Ella  v. 
Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  48  Mo.  231. 
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others  operating  or  using  the  same,  for  damages  occasioned  hy 
them,  by  injury  to  live  stock  upon  the  road,  as  for  want  of  a 
fence.*  If  a  fence  be  built,  and  get  out  of  repair,  then  a  rea- 
sonable time  is  allowed,  by  the  ruling  of  the  courts,  in  which  to 
learn  of  the  same  and  make  repairs;'  and  in  some  cases  it  is  de- 
cided  that  a  week  is  more  than  a  reasonable  time;'  in  others, 
that  from  Thursday  until  Sunday  is  time  enough  to  learn  of  the 
defect  and  repair  the  same.*  In  tlic  case  last  citcd^  it  is  said  that 
if  the  company  run  trains  on  Sunday,  they  may  well  be  required 
to  repair  fences  on  Sunday. 

Though  the  statute  of  Illinois, in  requiring  railroad  companies 
to  fence  their  roads,  defines  the  road  intended  as  one  ^'sutBcient 
to  prevent  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  hogs,  from  getting  on  such 
railroad,"  yet  the  remedy  for  injuries  growing  out  of  the  want 
of  such  fence  is  intended  to  apply  as  well  to  injuries  to  asses  and 
mules,  as  to  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  hogs.*  To  our  mind,  the 
reference  here  to  the  latter  is  pwrely  as  descriptive  of  the  kind  of 
fence  required;  if  sufficient  to  turn  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and 
hogs,  then  there  is  no  liability  without  negligence,  but  if  not  so, 
then  liability  accrues  for  killing  or  for  injury  to  live  stock, 
whether  horses  or  mules,  asses  or  cattle.     Tlie  liability  created 


*  Huey  V.  The  Indianapolis  &  Vin- 
cennes  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Ind.  320;  Fort 
Wayne,  Muncie  &  Cin.  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Uinebau^h  and  others  43  Ind.  354. 
See  also  Houston  &  Great  Northern  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Meador,  50  Tex.  77.  But 
see  Cincinnati  &  Martinsville  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Paskins,  36  Ind.  380,  as  to  what 
allegations  are  sufficient. 

*  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cin.  &  In- 
dianapolis R.  R.  Co.  V.  Brown,  45  Ind. 
90;  Pittsburgh,  Cm.  &  St.  Louis  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Eby,  55  Ind.  567;  Toledo.  Wa- 
bash &  Western  Ry.  Co.  ».  Nelson, 
77  111.  160;  Davis  v.  Chi.,  R.  I.  &  P. 
Ry.  Co.,  40  la.  292;  McCorraick  v. 
Same,  41  la.  193;  Wheeler  r.  Erie  Ry. 
Co.,  2  Thomp.  &C.  Q^M:  Lawrence  v. 
Mil.,  Lake  Shore  &  Western  Ry.  Co., 
42  Wis.  326. 

'  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cin.  &  In- 


dianapolis R.  R.  Co.  V.  Brown,  45  Ind. 
90;  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  R. 
W.  Co.  V.  Cohen,  44  Ind.  444. 

*  Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.  V,  Cohen,  44  Ind.  444. 

'  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bruba- 
ker,  47  111.  462;  Toledo,  Wabash  & 
Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  Cole.  50  111.  184. 
Under  the  English  statute,  pigs  are 
held  to  be  included  within  the  teim 
"  cattle  "  :  Child  v.  Heam,  Law  Rep, 
9  Exch.  176.  But  see  Atchison,  To- 
peka  &  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  Co.  «. 
Yates,  21  Kans.  613.  Expert  testi- 
mony is  not  admissible  to  prove  the 
sufficiency  of  the  fence:  Swart  out  r. 
N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  7 
Hun,  571.  But  see  Louisville,  New 
Albany  and  Chicago  Ry.  Co.  v.  Spain, 
61  Ind.  460. 
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bv  the  statute  is  for  injury  to  "  live  stock,'*  which  term  applies 
as  well  to  asses  and  mules,  as  to  cattle,  horses,  hogs  or  sheep. 

The  killing  or  injury  of  live  stock  upon  a  railroad  by  its  train, 
iu  Illinois,  at  a  place  where  there  is  no  fence,  and  yet  ought  to 
be  one,  does  not  involve  liability  if  the  animals  get  on  where 
there  is  a  proper  fence,  and  by  leaping  or  breaking  the  same;^ 
and  so  if  they  get  on  at  a  public  crossing,  or  other  place  where 
it  is  not  allowable  to  fence,  and  are  killed  thei*e,  or  are  killed  at 
a  place  elsewhere  on  the  road,  where  there  is  no  fence,  and  yet 
ought  to  be  one,  yet  the  company  are  not  liable.  In  each  of 
these  cases,  to  render  the  railroad  company  liable,  the  killing 
must  be  wantonly  done,  or,  in  the  language  of  Illinois  courts, 
with  gross  negligence.' 

But  if  the  company  fail  to  fence  its  road  at  all,  at  a  place 
where  by  the  law  it  ought  to  fence,  or,  fencing  it,  make  an  in- 
sufficient fence,  or,  having  made  a  sufficient  fence,  fails  to  keep 
the  same  in  repair  for  an  unreasonable  time,  and  live  stock  go 
onto  the  road  by  reason  of  either  of  such  failures,  and  are  there 
killed  or  injured  by  the  trains  of  the  company,  then  the  com- 
pany  is  liable  for  the  damages,  irrespective  of  the  question  of 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  company;*  and,  by  a  recent  ruling, 
irrespective  also  of  the  owner's  allowing  the  animals  to  go  at 
large  near  a  railroad  crossing,  in  case  the  killing  be  accompanied 
with  gross  negligence;  but  not  for  ordinary  or  slight  negligence.* 
In  actions,  however,  for  such  injuries,  the  ownership  must  in  all 
cases  correspond  with  the  claim  made  by  plaintiff.  If  the  action 
is  joint,  the  ownership  must  be  joint;  if  individual,  the  owner- 
ship must  be  individual.* 


'  And  see  Child  v.  Hearn,  supra, 
^  Logansport,  Peoria  &  Burlington 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Caldwell,  38  111.  280;  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  c,  Utley,  38 
111.  410;  St.  LouiB,  Alton  &  Terra 
Haute  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Linder  and  others, 
39  111.  433;  Ohio  &  Miss.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Clutter,  82  III.  123.  And  see  Cary  p. 
Sfc.  Louis,  Kansas  City  &  Northern  R. 
W.  Co.,  60  Mo.  209;  Small  v.  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  50 
la.  338. 
'St.  Louis,   Alton  &  Teire  Haute 


R.  R.  Co.  P.  Linder  and  others,  39  III. 
433;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Magee,  60  III.  529;  Rockford.  Rock 
Island  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lynch, 
67  III.  149;  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Pence,  68  III.  524;  Same  r. 
Logan,  71  III.  191;  Same  r.  Lavery, 
Id,  522;  Same  v.  Delehanty,  Id,  615; 
Ohio  &  Miss.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Clutter,  82 
III.  123. 

*  Headen  v.  Rust,  39  III.  186,  194. 

*  St.  Louis,  Alton  &  Terre  Haute  R. 
R.  Co.  V,  Linder  and  others,  39  111. 
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In  Tennessee,  under  the  statute,*  the  burden  of  proof,  in  actions 
against  railroad  companies  for  injury  to  live  stock,  is,  after  the 
killing  or  injury  is  shown,  thrown  upon  the  defendant  to  justiiy 
or  excuse  the  act* 

In  such  action,  the  evidence  of  the  agent,  engineer  or  em- 
ploye is  excluded.*  But  this  exclusion  of  evidence  is  held  to 
a})ply  onl}'^  to  the  evidence  of  the  particular  engineer,  agent  or 
employe  of  the  company,  whose  alleged  negligence  or  fault  is 
involved  in  the  inquiry,  or  is  alleged  to  have  caused  the  injury; 
it  does  not  extend  to  agents,  employes  or  servants  of  the  com- 
pany generally.* 

On  a  trial  for  injury  to  live  stock  by  a  railroad  train,  an  ex- 
perienced locomotive  engineer  is  competent  to  testify,  as  an  ex- 
pert, as  to  whether  the  injury  could  have  been  avoided,  in  view 
of  the  distance  proven  between  the  approaching  train  and  the 
animals,  at  the  time  of  their  appearance  in  view  upon  the  track." 
And  if,  from  the  evidence  of  the  case,  it  shall  appear  to  th« 
jury  that  due  care  would  not  have  prevented  the  injury,  then  it 
is  their  duty  to  find  for  defendant,  and  the  court  should  so  in- 
struct." 

In  Alabama  the  law  is  stated  as  follows  in  a  recent  case:  ^^a 
railroad  company  is  liable  for  injuries  to  stock  when  they  re- 
sult from  the  negligence  of  its  servants  or  agents,  whenever 
and  wherever  it  may  occur.  If  the  injury  occurs  at  or  near 
any  public  road  crossing,  or  any  regular  depot  or  stopping 
place,  or  within  the  corporate  limits  of  an}-  town  or  city,  or 
because  of  an  obstruction  which  could  or  ought  to  have  been 


433.  Ownership  must  be  proved: 
Welsh  V.  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  53 
la.  632;  S.  C.  6  N.  W.  Repr.  13,  21 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  181.  But  possession  is 
prima  facie  evidence  of  ownership: 
Toledo,  Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Stevens,  63  Ind.  337. 

»Code,  1166. 

^  Home  r.  The  Memphis  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.,  1  Cold.  72;  Nashville  &  Chat 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Fugett,  3  Cold.  402. 

3  Home  V.  The  Memphis  &  Ohio  R. 
R.  Co.,  1  Cold.  72;  Nashville  &  Chat. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Fugett,  3  Cold.  402. 

♦Nashville  &  Chat.   R.   R.   Co.   v. 


Fugett,  3  Cold.  402;  Home  v.  The 
Memphis  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Cold. 
72. 

*  Bellefontaine  &  Indiana  R.  R.  Co. 
.V.  Bailey,  11  Ohio  St.  333;  Same  r. 
Fifer,  11  Ohio  St  a39;  Richmond  & 
Danville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Anderson,  '^1 
Gratt.  812.  And  so  as  to  the  prop»?r 
place  for  the  brakeman  under  a  given 
state  of  facts :  Cincinnati  &  Zanesville 
R.  R.  Co.  p.  Smith,  22  Ohio  St.  227. 

*  Bellefontaine  &  Indiana  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Bailey,  supra;  Same  v.  Fifer,  11 
Ohio  St  339. 
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perceived,  no  degree  of  diligence  will  excuse  the  company  from 
liability,  unless  all  the  requirements  of  the  statute  have  been 
observed.  In  either  case,  the  injury  being  shown,  the  burden 
of  proof  is  on  the  railroad  company  to  acquit  itself  of  negli- 
gence, or  to  show  a  compliance  with  the  statu te.'^  *  The  act  of 
that  state  of  April  23,  1873,  is  not  compulsory  upon  either  rail- 
road companies  or  owners  of  stock,  and  does  not  increase  the 
liability  of  railroad  companies."  Under  the  provision  of  the 
statute  of  that  state  for  making  presentment  of  claims  to  the 
railroad  company,  it  is  held,  that  if  the  company  appoint  an 
agent  to  attend  to  such  matters,  a  presentment  to  him  is  suflB- 
cient;'  and  proof  that  such  agent  inquired  after  the  claim  and 
offered  to  settle  it,  will  authorize  the  presumption  of  a  present- 
ment.* 

3.  Under  the  Btatnte  as  for  a  defective  fence. — TliOUgh  the 
statute  requires  the  company  to  make  and  keep  up  a  fence,  it  is 
not  to  be  construed  to  mean  that  it  shall  be  constantly  kept  up — 
that  it  may  never  get  out  of  order,  without  thereby  placing 
the  company  in  the  light  of  violating  the  statute;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  well  settled,  that  where  a  proper  fence  is  once  made, 
then  if  it  from  any  cause  becomes  defective  or  insufficient,  or  is 
thrown  down  or  left  open,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  company  to 
know  and  ascertain  the  same  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  there- 
after, within  a  still  further  reasonable  time,  to  repair  or  restore 
the   fence  to  a  proper  condition.'    This  defense,  however,  must 


» Mobile  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Wil- 
liams, 53  Ala,  595,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
153. 

2  South  &  North  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Hagood,  53  Ala.  647,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
161.  The  stock  act  of  that  state  of 
Feby.  3,  1877,  making  railroad  com- 
panies absolutely  liable  for  injury  to 
stock,  irrespective  of  negligence,  i% 
declared  unconstitutional  in  Zeigler  v. 
S.  &  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Ala.  594, 20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  463. 

8S.  &  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ha- 
good,  supra;  Same  v.  Brown,  53  Ala. 
651, 13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  166;  Union  Trust 
Co.  p.  Kendall,  20  Kans.  515,  20  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  294.     Under  the  Kansas  Act 


(Ch.  94,  Laws  1874),  there  must  be 
proof  of  a  demand  in  accordance  with 
sec.  2  of  the  act,  in  order  to  sustain 
the  action :  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  t?. 
Ball,  19  Kans.  535,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
46.  A  demand  made  upon  a  general 
superintendent  is  good:  Central 
Branch  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ingram,  20  Kans. 
66,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  218.  Proof  of 
service  of  notice  upon  a  "  station  agent 
of  the  road  "  is  sufficient:  Welsh  v. 
C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  la.  632;  S. 
C.  6  N.  W.  Repr.  13, 21  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
181. 

*  S.  &  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hagood, 
supra, 

*  Avlesworth  t^.  Chi.,  Rock  Isld.  & 
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be  pleaded  and  proved.'  Thus,  a  railroad  company  is  not  lial  'e 
for  injuries  resulting  from  such  temporary  destruction  of  it& 
fences,  or  by  the  fence  being  thrown  down  or  left  open  by  other 
persons  than  its  own  employes,  officers,  or  agents,  until  it  h:i>i 
notice  thereof,  or  a  reasonable  time  has  elapsed  for  obtaining 
notice  thereof,  and  in  which  to  make  the  required  repair,  or 
remedy  the  evil.'  In  such  cases,  the  company  are  without  fault; 
and  having  discharged  its  duty  to  the  public  by  making  a  fence, 
is,  under  the  statute,  not  liable  for  subsequent  defects,  if  dili- 
gence has  been  used  to  discover  and  remedy  any  defect  or  injury 
to,  or  leaving  open,  the  fences.' 

Such,  too,  is  the  doctrine  in  Illinois.  Though  railroad  com- 
panies are  bound,  under  the  statute,  to  keep  the  fences  of  their 
road  in  repair,  when  they  have  once  fenced,  yet  they  are  entitleil 
to  a  reasonable  time  to  learn  of  the  same  being  out  of  repair,  in 
case  of  a  breach,  and  are  not  chargeable  with  instantaneous  notice 
thereof.  They  are,  moreover,  entitled  to  have  a  reasonable  time 
in  which  to  repair  the  same  after  learning  of  the  defect,  but  must 
do  so  with  most  diligent  dispatch;  and,  therefore,  where  the 
fence  is  shown  to  have  been  in  good  order  on  Saturday  in  the  even- 
ing, and  found  out  of  repair  on  Monday  morning,  the  compjuiy 
are  not  chargeable  with  neglect  of  duty  in  obtaining  information 
thereof,  and  are  not  liable  for  injuries  inflicted  by  reason  thereof, 
without  other  fault  on  their  part.*     But  where  the  bars  of  a  farm 


Pacif.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Iowa,  459;  Lem- 
mon  V.  The  Chicago  &  N.  Western  R. 
R.  Co.,  82  Iowa,  151;  McConnick  v. 
C.,  R.  I  &  P.  Ry.  Co.,  41  la.  193; 
Brown  r.  Mil.  &  Prairie  DuChien  Ry. 
Co.,  21  Wis.  39;  Antisdel  v.  Chicago 
&  N.  Western  Ry.  Co..  26  Wis.  145; 
Laude  v.  Chicago  &  N.  Western  Ry. 
Co., 33  Wis.  640;  Jones  v.  Chiago  & 
Northwestern  Ry.  Co..  49  Wis.  852; 
S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cases,  61; 
Toledo  &  Wabash  R  R.  Co.  v.  Fowler, 
22  Ind.  816;  Indianapolis,  P.  &  C.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Truitt,  24  Ind.  162;  Toledo, 
Wabash  &  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  Cohen, 

44  Ind.  444;  Cleveland.  Columbus,  Gin. 
&  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brown, 

45  Ind.  90;  111.  Cent.   R.  R.  Co.  v. 


Swearingen,  aS  111.  289;  Toledo.  Wa- 
bash &  Western  Ry.  Co.  t>.  Nelson,  77 
111.  160;  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  I^ 
R.  Co.  V.  Hall,  8.S  ill.  368,  21  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  311. 

Jefferson ville,  Madison  &  Indian- 
apolis R.  R.  Co.  V.  Sullivan,  38  Ind 
262.  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  279. 

3  Toledo  &  Wahash  R.  R.  Co.  9. 
Fowler,  22  Ind.  316;  Chicago  &  Alton 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Saunders.  85  111.  288;  In- 
dianapolis &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hall,  .^8  111.  368.  But  see  Hammond 
V.  Chicago  &  North  Western  R.  R. 
Co.,  4:3  la.  168.  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  412. 

» Toledo  &  Wabash  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Fowler,  22  Ind.  316,  319,  820. 

*111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Swearingen, 
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crossincr  are  left  down  and  entirely  neglected  for  the  space 
of  three  months,  wlien  the  statnte  reqiiir€;s  the  company  to 
erect  and  maintain  asnfficient  fence,  and  where  cattle  are  by  law 
allowed  to  go  at  large,  if  then  an  animal  stray  into  the  close  of  the 
adjoining  land  holder,  at  whose  premises  the  neglected  bars  are 
thus  down,  and  enter  onto  the  railroad  through  the  same,  and  be 
tliere  injured  or  killed,  the  railroad  company  is  liable  to  respond 
in  damages  for  the  loss:  it  being  negligent,  under  the  statute,  in 
allowing  the  bars  to  remain  out  of  order  for  an  unreasonable 
time.* 

Where  the  adjoining  land  owner  has,  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion, agreed  to  build  and  keep  in  repair  the  fence,  he  can  not  re- 
cover for  an  injury  to  his  stock  caused  by  his  failure  to  repair, 
even  though  the  insniBcienc}'  was  caused  by  a  casualty,  unless 
the  injury  is  intentional,  or  the  result  of  gross  carelessness.' 

The  duty  to  properly  fence  the  road  is  not  discharged  by 
merely  making  a  contract  to  have  it  done,  if  the  performance  is 
insuflBcient.' 


47  111.  206;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  v, 
Barrie,  65  111.  226;  Chic«.|?o,  Buriiiifir- 
ton  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Magee,  60 
III.  529;  Ind.  &  St.  L.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hall,  supra.  The  company  are  en- 
titled to  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to 
learn  of  the  breach*  and  after  that  a 
sufficient  time  to  repair, with  dili$?ence: 
111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  i?.  Swearingen, 
supra;  Chi.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Bar- 
rie, supra. 

» III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Arnold,  47 
111.  173.  And  see  Jones  v.  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Ry.  Co.,  49  Wis.  352;  S. 
C,  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  61.  The 
complaint  must  allege  that  the  road 
was  not  securely  fenced:  Indianapolis, 
Cincinnati  &  Lafayette  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Robinson,  35  Ind.  380, 4  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
5U.  Even  at  common  law,  an  al- 
legation was  necessary  that  the  injury 
did  not  result  from  negligence  of  the 
plaintiff:  Ibid.  See  Cleveland,  Co- 
lumbus, Cincinnati  &  Indianapolis  R. 
W.  Co.  V.  Crossley,  36  Ind.  370,  5  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  552,  as  to  the  construction  of 


a  release  of  damages  occasioned  by  the 
repair  of  the  road — heldf  not  to  release 
damages  for  injury  to  stock. 

'Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Smith,  26  Ohio  St.  124,  11 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  48.  But  the  mere  fact 
that  the  owner  erected  the  fence,  will 
not  release  the  company  from  liabilit>i 
for  its  non-repair:  Jefferson ville,  Mad- 
ison &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  p.  Sulli- 
van, 38  Ind.  262, 10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  279. 
It  is  also  held  in  this  state,  under  act 
of  Mar.  25,  1859  (1  S.  &  C.  aSl),  mak- 
ing it  the  duty  of  both  the  owner 
and  the  company  to  maintain  certain 
fences,  that  if  the  owner,  knowing  the 
fence  to  be  insufficient,  turns  his  stock 
into  the  field,  he  can  not  recover  for 
their  injury:  Sandusky  &  Cleveland 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Sloan,  27  Ohio  St.  341. 
But  in  the  absence  of  such  a  statute, 
the  a(^'oining  owner  would  not  be  re- 
quired to  repair:  Downing  v.  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  43 
la.  96,  14  Am.  Ky.  Rep.  406. 

*  Gill  V.  Atlantic  &  Great  Western 
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When  the  road  is  properly  fenced,  the  company  is  held  to  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care  only  to  prevent  injury  to  stock;  bat  if 
not  properly  fenced,  a  higher  degree  of  care  is  required.* 

Where  cattle  are  unlawfully  pasturing  in  land  adjoining  the 
road,  the  company  will  not  be  liable  for  their  injury,  though  oc- 
casioned by  defective  fences,  whicli  the  company  was  bound  to 
repair." 

Evidence  is  not  admissible  that  another  cattle  guard,  con- 
structed like  the  one  the  delect  of  which  caused  the  injurv,  lias 
proven  suflScient;'  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  is  evidence  admissi- 
ble of  a  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  com  j  any  to  repair  at  other 
times  or  places.* 

The  question  whether  an  owner  is  guilty  of  contribntoiy  neg- 
ligence in  turning  an  animal,  known  by  him  to  be  breach y,  and 
accustomed  to  jump  or  break  fences,  into  a  lot  adjoining  a  rail- 
road, where  the  animal  is  injured  in  consequence  of  a  defect  in 
the  fence,  is  for  the  jury.*  Such  negligence,  if  found,  would  be 
proximate,  and  would  prevent  a  recovery.' 

Where  the  complaint  charges  defendant  with  negligence,  and 
avers  plaintiff's  freedom  from  negligence,  defendant  may  show- 
contributory  negligence  by  plaintiff  under  a  general  denial/ 


Ry.  Co.,  27  Ohio  St.  240,  11  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  61.  The  question  whether  the 
fence  is  properly  constructed  is  for  the 
jury:  Hammond  v.  Chicago  &  North- 
western R.  R.  Co.,  43  la.  108,  14  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  412;  McKenly  v,  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co..  43  la. 
641,  14  Am,  Ry.  Rep.  495.  And  the 
company  will  l>c  presumed  to  know  of 
the  defects,  if  they  might  acquire  such 
knowledge  by  reasonable  care:  Ham- 
mond c.  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

» Gill  V.  A.  &  G.W.  Ry.  Co.,  supra; 
Henderson  v.  Chicago,  Kock  Island  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  43  la.  620,  14  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  484;  Robinson  v.  Grand 
Trunk  Ry.  Co.,  32  Mich.  322. 

'Giles  V.  Boston  &  Me.  R.  R.  Co., 
55  N.  H.  552,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  203. 

•  Downing  c.  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  43  la.  96,  14  Am. 
By.  Rep.  406. 

♦  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Morth- 


land,  80  111.  451;  Chicago.  Burlington 
&  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Farrellv,  3 
Bradw.  (111.),  60;  Brooks  v.  N.  Y.  k  E. 
R.  R.  Co.,  13  Barb.  594;  Cecil  r.  Pac. 
R.  R.  Co.,  47  Mo.  246;  Mi.^^s.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.  p.  Miller,  40  Miss.  45.  Tlie 
condition  of  the  fence  shortly  after  the 
injury  may  be  proved:  Mackie  r. 
C^nt.  R.  R.  Co.,  54  la.  540;  S.  C.  6 
N.  W.  Repr.  723.  And  where  the 
fence  is  generally  insecure,  proof  of 
the  particular  place  of  entry  by  cattle 
is  unnecessary :  Louisville,  New  Albany 
&  Chicago  Ry.  Co.  v,  Spain,  61  Ind. 
460. 

*  Jones  V.  Sheboygan  &  Fond  da  Lac 
R.  R.  Co.,  42  Wis.  306,  15  Am.  Ky. 
Rep.  229.  See,  also,  Lawrence  r.  Mil- 
waukee, Lake  Shore  &  Western  Ry. 
Co.,  42  Wis.  322,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
366. 

'  Ibid. 
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ft      Liability  as  for  doable    damages   under  the   statute. — To 

enable  a  plaintiff  to  recover  double  the  value  of  stock  killed  by 
a  railroad  company,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  serve  the  company 
with  a  notice  thereof,  and  a  copy  of  tlie  affidavit  of  value;  there 
must  be  a  notice  in  writing,  "  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of  the 
injury  or  destruction  of  the  property" — not  a  copy  of  the  affi- 
davit, but  the  affidavit  itself.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa  say, 
that  the  company  "are  entitled  to  the  original,  and  to  all  the 
benefits  which  may  accrue  from  it,  together  with  the  assurance 
and  certain  knowledge  that  such  an  affidavit  has  been  made,  and 
that  they  are  not  imposed  upon  by  an  alleged  copy,  in  no  way 
authenticated,  of  an  assumed  affidavit,  though  in  fact  never 
made";  and  that  the  liability  to  double  the  value  is  only  upon 
failure  to  pay  the  real  value,  thirty  day9  after  *'  notice  in  writ- 
ing, accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of  the  destruction  of  the  prop- 
erty." * 

Where  a  statute  requires  the  fencing  of  railroads,  and  declares 
that  the  owners  of  unfenced  railroads  shall  be  liable  to  double 
damages  for  live  stock  "  killed  or  injured  by  the  cars  or  locomo- 
tive, or  other  carriages,"  on  such  roads,  it  is  held  that,  to  charge 
the  railroad  company  with  liability  under  the  statute,  an  actual 
collision  of  the  cars,  locomotive  or  other  carriage  is  necessary; 
and  for  an  injury  resulting  otherwise,  there  is  no  liability  under 
the  statute."  In  the  case  here  cited  from  44  Mo.,  the  injured 
animal  ran  on  the  track  before  the  train  until  it  came  to  a  cul- 
vert, which  it  jumped  clear  of,  but  fell  to  one  side  of  the  track, 
and  in  falling  received  the  injury,  without  being  struck  by  the 
train  or  any  part  thereof;  the  ruling  was  that  the  case  was  not 
within  the  statute.' 

The  ruling  in  Missouri,  under  the  statute,  is  that  negligence 
is  presumed  in  law  when  the  killing  or  injury  occurs  at  a  place 
where  there  is  no  public  crossing,  and  where  the  road  is  unin- 
closed,  although  it  be  on  uninclosed  prairie  or  wild  lands.     The 

*  McNaught  V.  The  C.  &  N .  W.  R.  dianapolis,  Bloomingrton  &  Western 

R.  Co.,  30  Iowa,  336,  3:38,  339;    Men-  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McBrown,  46  Ind.  229; 

dell  V,  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co.,  20  Iowa,  Louisville,  New  Albany  &  Chi.   Ry. 

9;    Campbell  v.  The  Chi.,  Rock  Isl'd  Co.  r.  Smith,  58  Ind.  575;  Bait.,  P. 

&  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  35  lown,  3:H.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Thomas,  60  Ind.  107. 

^Lafferty  t>.  Hannibd  &  St.  Joe  R.  ^Lafterty  v.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  R. 

R.  Co..  44  Mo.  291;   The  Pt^u  &  Ind.  R.  Co.,  44  Mo.  291. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Basket,  10  Ind.  409;  In- 
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presumption  arises  by  force  of  the  statute.'  And,  iii  tliat  state, 
the  allowing  of  one's  live  stock  to  go  at  large  upon  the  prairie  is 
not  imputable  to  the  owner  as  negligence,  in  case  of  their  being 
injured;  it  is  no  more  than  the  owner  has  a  lawful  right  to  do. 
Live  stock  are  free  commoners  under  the  laws  of  Missonri.* 

It  is  no  defense,  in  Missouri,  to  an  action  against  a  railroad 
company  for  negligent  injury  to  live  stock,  that  the  owner  per- 
mitted such  stock  to  run  at  large  upon  the  open  prairie;*  nor  if 
such  answer  be  coupled  with  the  allegation  of  gross  neglio^nce 
in  that  respect,  as  the  running  at  large  not  being  unlawful  in 
that  state,  it  can  not  be  imputed  to  the  owner  as  negligence.* 
Nor  can  a  set-off  be  maintained,  in  such  an  action,  for  damages 
to  the  train,  when  no  new  ground  thereof  be  stated  than  the  facts 
alleged  in  plaintiff's  petition,  except  the  alleged  cause  of  the 
negligence  so  charged  by  defendant  on  plaintiff,  in  allowing  hw 
live  stock  to  go  at  large.'  Some  distinct  facts  must  be  alleged 
to  support  a  set-off.* 

By  the  statute  of  Missouri,  justices  of  the  peace  have  jurisdic-* 
tion  of  all  suits  against  a  railroad  company  for  damages  occa- 
sioned by  injuries  to,  or  the  killing  of,  live  stock;  and  this,  too, 
without  regard  to  the  value  of  the  stock  injured  or  killed,  or  the 
amount  of  damages  claimed  in  such  suits.^  And  in  such  cases, 
where  the  case  is  within  the  statute  allowing  double  damages  for 
such  injuries,  the  justice  of  the  peace  may  legally  render  a  judg- 
ment for  double  the  amount  of  the  verdict,  upon  the  finding  by 
the  jury  of  a  specified  sum  as  simple  damages.* 


*  Gorman  r.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  26 
Mo.  441;  Burton  v.  North  Mo.  R.  R. 
Co.,  30  Mo.  372;  Brown  v.  Hannibal 
&  St.  Joe  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Mo.  309:  Cal- 
vert V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  R.  R.  Co., 
84  Mo.  242;  Lantz  v.  St.  Louis,  Kan- 
sas City  &  Northern  R.  W.  Co.,  54 
Mo.  228.  The  fence  must  be  upon 
both  sides  of  the  track:  Tredway  v. 
Sioux  City  &  St.  Paul  R.  R.  Co.,  43 
la.  527,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  475. 

2 Gorman  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  26 
Mo.  441;  Clark's  admx.  v.  Hann.  & 
St.  Joe  R.  R.  Co.,  36  Mo.  202;  Tar- 
water  V,  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  R.  R. 
Co.,  42  Mo.  193. 


'Gorman  v.  Pacific  R,  R.  Co.,  26 
Mo.  441 ;  Tarwater  r.  Hann.  &  St.  Joe 
R.  R.  Co.,  42  Mo.  193. 

*  Tarwater  v.  Hann.  &  St.  Joe  R. 
R.  Co.,  42  Mo.  193. 

*  Tarwater  v,  Hann.  &  St.  Joe  R. 
R.  Co.,  42  Mo.  193. 

•Tarwater  v.  Hann.  &  St.  Joe  R. 
R.  Co.,  42  Mo.  193. 

^  Hudson  V.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City 
&  N.  Ry.  Co.,  53  Mo.  525;  Parish  r. 
Mo.,  Kans.  &  Tex.  R.  R.  Co.,  63  Mo. 
284,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  417. 

*  Brewster  v.  Link,  28  Mo.  147;  Nor- 
ton V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  R.  R.  Co., 
48   Mo.   387;    Hudson  v.   St.    Louis, 
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Under  tlie  statute  of  Missouri,  ffivini;  a  risfht  of  action  for 
double  damages,  in  certain  cases,  against  railroad  companies^  for 
injury  to,  or  for  killing  animals,  the  action  may  be  brought  in 
the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  animals  killed  or  injured,  notwith- 
stanaing  a  cotemporary  statute  of  the  same  state  providing  ^hat 
actions  for  penalties  against  railroad  companies  may  be  brought 
in  the  name  of  tlie  state.  It  is  there  held  that  if  the  infliction 
of  double  damages  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  penalty,  so  tUat  the 
same  may  be  prosecuted  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  state, 
that  such  remedv  is  not  exclusive  of  the  individual  riffht  of  ac- 
iion,  but  is  merely  cumulative  thereto.' 

To  recover  double  damages  under  the  statute  of  Iowa,  for  in- 
juries to,  or  for  killing  of  live  stock,  all  other  needful  showings 
concurring,  an  atfiJavit  made  by  a  person  or  persons  other  than 
the  owner  of  the  stock  is  sufficient,  if,  with  the  proper  notice,  it 
be  brought  home  to  the  knowledge  of  the  railroad  company.' 
Nor  is  it  absolutely  necessary  that  such  affidavit  identify  or 
name  the  owners;  the  statute  requires  notice  to  the  owner,  ac- 
companied with  an  affidavit  of  the  injury  and  value,  but  does 
not  expressly  require  the  owner  to  be  named  therein,  or  himself 
to  swear  thereto.  The  notice  will  necessarily  inform  the  com- 
pany who  to  pay  to,  in  order  to  avoid  double  damages.' 

An  obligation  entered  into  by  a  railroad  corporati<m  to  })ay 
to  an  adjoining  land  holder,  as  a  consideration  for  a  right  of  way 


Kansas  City  &  N.  Ry.  Co.,  53  Mo. 
535;  Parish  v.  M.,  K.  &  T.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra.  The  proper  practice  is  for  the 
jury  to  render  a  verdict  for  single 
damages,  and  the  court  may  then  ren- 
der judgment  for  double  damages: 
Wood  V,  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  & 
Northern  Ry.  Co.,  58  Mo.  109,  9  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  84. 

*  Hudson  V.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City 
&  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  53  Mo.  525; 
Fickle  V.  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  & 
Northern  Ry.  Co.,  53  Mo.  219.  In 
that  state,  an  action  for  damages  can 
not  be  brought  under  both  the  43d 
section  of  the  Railroad  Law  (Wag- 
ner's Stat.  317),  and  the  5th  section  of 
the  Damage  Act  (Wagner's  Stat.  520), 
but  must  be  brought  under  the  one 


applicable  to  the  case:  Wood  v.  St. 
L.,  K.  C.  &  N.  Ry.  Co.,  supra.  In- 
juries resulting  from  the  negligent 
management  of  the  locomotive  or 
train  can  not  be  recovered  under  the 
former  section;  suit  must  be  brought 
under  the  latter:  Crutch  field  v.  Same, 
64  Mo.  255,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  200. 
And  although  it  be  averred  that  the 
ii^'ury  was  negligently  done,  still,  if 
direct  reference  is  made  in  the  petition 
to  the  former  section,  and  the  right  of 
action  be  predicated  upon  a  failure  to 
fence,  it  will  i)e  treated  as  brought 
under  that  section :  Ibid. 

'  Henderson  c.  St.  L.,  K.  C.  &  N.  R. 
R.  Co.,  36  Iowa,  387. 

»  Henderson  v,  St.  L.,  K.  C.  &  N.  R. 
R.  Co.,  36  low^,  387. 
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by  him  granted,  "whatever  dama^je  might  be  done  to   his  prop- 
erty by  the  running  of  tlje  cars,"  will  not  render  the  compan  v 
liable  to  pay  for  injuries  growing  out  of  the  land  holder's   iywn 
negligence.*     Thus,  where  the  land  holder,  in  such  case,  confines 
his  live  stock  in  an  inclosure  which  embraces  a  portion   of  the 
railroad  of  the  company  making  such  obligation,  with  no  bars  or 
other  apph'ances  to  restrain  them  from  entering  upon  the  track 
of  the  road,  it  is  held  to  be  such  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
owner  of  the  animals  as  prevents  a  recovery  on  his  part  for  in- 
juries inflicted  on  such  animals  by  trains  on  the  road,  at  sucli 
]>lacc,  if  without  the  willful  wrong  act  of  the  company." 

In  Indiana,  and  in  Nebraska,  it  is  held  that  the  statute  g^iving 
double  damages  to  the  owner  for  live  stock  killed  or  injured  l>y 
a  railroad  company,  at  places  on  the  road  where  the  road  is  ni- 
fenced,  and  at  which  the  company  have  a  right  to  fence,  is  un- 
constitutional and  void,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  double  damages.* 
It  is  valid,  however,  under  the  constitution,  in  respect  merely 
to  the  requirement  of  a  fence;  it  is  in  that  respect  but  a  police 
regulation,  designed  more  for  the  protection  of  the  public,  say 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Indiana,  than  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner 
of  the  live  stock.* 

5.  Liability  for  injurieB  v^here  road  is  in  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ceiver.— The  fact  that  a  railroad  is  placed,  by  the  order  of  a  court 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  hands  and  possession  of  a  receiver, 
and  is  being  operated  by  him,  is  no  defense  to  an  action  against 
tiie  cornpftn)^  under  the  statute  of  Indiana,  for  damages  incurred 
l)v  plaintiff  by  the  killing  or  injury  of  live  stock  by  trains  or 
engines  of  the  company,  while  the  road  is  so  operated  by  the 


i 


*  Indianapolis,  Pittsburg  &  Cleve- 
land  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Brownenburg,  32 
Jud.  199. 

2  IbM. 

^  Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Whiteneck,  8  Ind.  217;  Indiana 
Cent.  R.  VV.  Co.  v.  Gapen,  10  Ind. 
(Tanner),  292;  Atchison  &  Nebraska 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Baty,  6  Brown  (Neb.),  37, 
15  Am,  Ry.  Rep.  63.  But  see,  contra, 
Jones  V,  Galena  &  Chicago  Union  R. 
R.  Co.,  16  la.  6;  Tredway  v.  Sioux 
City  &  St.  Paul  R.  R.  Co.,  43  la.  527, 


14  Am.  Ry.  R«p.  475;  Welsh  r.  C, 
B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  la.  632;  S.  C. 
6  N.  VV.  Repr.  13,  -21  Am.  Ry.  R.p. 
181;  Mackie  v.  Cent  R.  R.  Co.,  54  la. 
540;  S.  C.  6  N.  W.  Repr.  723;  Cairo 
&  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Peoples,  9*2 
111.  97;  Same  v.  Warrington,  Id,  157; 
Kaes  V.  Mo.  Pac.  Ry.  Co.,  6  Mo.  A  pp. 
397;  Little  Rock  &  Fort  Smith  R.  K. 
Co.  V,  Payne,  83  Ark.  816. 

*  New  Albany  &  Salem  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Tilton,  12  Ind.  (Tanner),  3. 
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receiver.*  The  reccivei' operates  and  runs  the  road  subject  to 
the  liability  of  the  coriumition  for  livestock  killed  or  injured  bj' 
its  trains;  the  law  makes  the  company,  and  not  the  receiver, 
liable  for  such  injuries.'* 

In  an  action  for  stock  killed,  against  a  railroad  company,  while 
in  the  hands  of  a  trustee  for  bondholders,  the  plaintiff  recovered 
judorment.  The  trust  deed  directed  that  the  expenses  of  runnin*^ 
and  keeping  the  road  in  order  should  be  first  paid  out  of  the 
earnings.  Subsequently,  the  bondholders  purchased  and  reorgan- 
ized the  road.  Thereupon  plaintiff  sued  the  new  company  on 
the  judgment,  averring  that  the  trustee  had  paid  all  the  earninirs 
of  the  road  to  the  bondholders,  leaving  his  claim  unpaid.  On 
demurrer  to  the  complaint,  it  was  held  insufiicient  in  omitting  to 
state  the  amount,  if  any,  of  such  earnings  coming  to  the  hands 
of  the  trustee.* 


» Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Fitch, 
20  Ind.  498;  McKinney  r,  Ohio  &  Miss. 
H.  R,  Co.,  22  Ind.  99.  But  see  Ohio 
&  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Davis,  23  Ind. 
553. 

'  Herron  t'. Vance,  17  Ind.  595;  Ohio 
&  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Fitch,  20  Ind. 
498;  McKinney  v.  Ohio  &  Miss.  R.  R. 
Co.,  22  Ind.  99.    But  see  Ohio  &  Miss. 


R.  R.  Co.  V,  Davis,  supra, 

•Nicholson  v.  Louisville,  New  Al- 
bany &  Chicago  Ry.  Co.,  55  Ind.  504, 
16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  258.  A  corporation 
in  possession  as  such  trustee  is  a  rail- 
way corporation,  within  the  Kansas 
statute,  and  liable  for  stock  killed: 
Union  Trust  Co.  v.  Kendall,  20  Kans. 
515,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  294. 
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1.  Right  of  way  for. — There  is  no  essential  difference,  npon 
lGo:al  principles,  of  a  general  nature,  as  to  the  necessity  for  the 
riiifht  of  way,  in  towns  and  cities,  between  street  railways  and 
ordinary  railway's;  they  stand  upon  the  same  footing  as  to  the 
riorht  to  occupy  or  use  the  public  streets.*  But,  technically  speak- 
ing, a  street  railway  is  not  a  railroad." 

In  some  of  the  states,  power  is  conferred  upon  towns  and  cities 
to  sell  or  grant  the  use  of  streets  for  street  railway  purposes;' 
and  where  there  are  such  statutory  rejjulations  on  the  subject, 
tliey  will,  of  course,  supersede  and  control  the  fi^eneral  law. 

The  grant  of  the  right,  by  a  city  council,  to  build  and  operate 


*  The  City  of  Janesville  v,  Milwaukee 
&  Miss.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Wis.  484;  Ford 
r.  The  Chicago  &  North  Western  R. 
R.  Co.,  14  Wis.  609;  Pomeroy  v.  Mil- 
waukee &  Chicago  R.  R.  Co.,  16 
Wis.  640;  Veazie  v.  Penobscot  R.  R. 
Co.,  49  Maine;  il9;  Brown  v.  Du- 
plessis,  14  La.  Ann.  854;  Warren  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  The  State,   5  Dutcher,  ^53. 

"Louisville  &  Portland  R.  R.  Co.  t'. 
The  Louisville  City  Rail  W.  Co.,  2 
Duvall  (Ky.),  176,  178. 

'Brown  p.  Duplossis,  14  La.  Ann. 
8')4;  Stanley  v.  City  of  Davenport,  54 
la.  46:^,  6  N.  W.  Repr.  706;  S.  C. 
2  N.  W.  Repr.  10G4.  See  Chicago  & 


North  Western  Ry.  Co.  v.  People,  91 
III.  251;  City  ot  Quincy  v,  Chicago. 
Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  92 
111.  21 ;  Cairo  &  Vincennes  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
People,  Id.  170;  Edwardsville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Sawyer,  Id.  377.  Under  sec- 
tions 411  and  412  of  the  Municipal 
Code  of  Ohio,  a  grant  by  a  city  coun- 
cil of  the  right  to  build  a  street 
railroad  must  be  made  by  ordinance 
directly  to  the  grantee,  to  be  therein 
named;  the  authority  to  make  the 
grant  can  not  be  delegated  to  any 
olticer  or  board:  State,  ex  rel.  Hen- 
derson, 17.  Bell,  34  Ohio  St.  194,  21 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  84. 
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a  railway  for  the  carriage  of  passengers  in  the  streets  of  a  city,  is 
not  necessarily  such  a  monopoly,  or  of  such  an  exclusive  charac- 
ter, as  to  prohibit  the  grant  of  a  similar  privilege  to  others,  to 
lay  and  pperate  railways  in  the  same  street  or  streets,  by  means 
of  additional  tracks  to  be  laid  therein/ 

If,  after  the  obtension  of  the  right  to  erect  and  operate  a  rail- 
way in  the  streets  of  a  city,  the  grantee  transfer  the  privileges, 
as  to  a  portion  of  the  city,  or  lines  granted,  this  is  a  matter 
which  concerns  the  public  only,  and  may  be  approved  by  the  city 
Council." 

The  grant  of  a  right  of  way  in  the  streets  of  a  city  to  a  street 
railway  companj^with  a  clause  in  it  providing  that,  "as  respects 
the  grading,  paving,  macadamizing,  filling  or  planking  of 
the  streets,  or  parts  of  the  streets,  upon  which  they  shall  con- 
struct their  said  railways,  or  any  of  them,"  the  company  shall 
"  keep  eight  feet  in  width  along  the  line  of"  the  "  railway  on 
all  the  streets  where  one  track  is  constructed,  and  sixteen  feet  in 
width  along  the  line  of  said  railway  where  two  tracks  are  con- 
structed, in  good  repair  and  condition  during  all  the  time  to 


1  Oakland  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  Oakland, 
Brooklyn  &  Fruit  Vale  R.  R.  Co..  45 
Cal.  365;  Brooklyn  City  &  Newtown 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Coney  Island  &  B.  R.  R. 
Co.,  35  Barbour,  364;  Brooklyn  Cen- 
tral R.  R.  Co.  V,  Brooklyn  City  R.  R. 
Co.,  32/&.  358;  New  York  &  Harlem 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  42d  St.  R.  R.  Co.,  50 
Barb.  285;  Sixth  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Gilbert  Elevated  R.  R.  Co.,  41  N.  Y. 
Superior,  489,  43  Id.  292;  Canyonville 
&  G.  Road  Co.  f».  Stephenson,  8  Oreg. 
263.  And  even  where  the  city  has,  by 
contract,  granted  exclusive  righU  in 
the  streets,  and  agreed  not  to  allow 
other  railways  on  adjoining  streets, 
such  rights  may  be.  like  any  other  prop- 
erty, condemned  for  the  use  of  a  new 
company:  Metropolitan  City  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Chicago  West  Div.  Ry.  Co.,  87  111. 
317,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  64.  Such  con- 
tract rights  are  no  part  of  the  com- 
pany's franchise,  but  are  in  the  nature 
of  property:  Ibid,    The  grant  of  an 


exclusive  right  to  construct  and  oper- 
ate horse  railways  is  not  infringed  by 
the  construction  of  a  steam  railway: 
Denver  &  Swansea  Ry.  Co.  v.  Denver 
City  Ry.  Co.,  2  Col.  673,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  339.  If  a  railroad  company  has 
laid  its  tracks  upon  a  street  without 
authority  of  law,  another  company, 
having  obtained  a  legal  franchise  to 
lay  its  tracks  thereon,  may  remove  the 
others  for  that  purpose:  Omnibus  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Baldwin,  57  Cal.  160;  S. 
C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  316. 
A  grant  to  a  second  company  upon 
the  same  street  is  void,  under  the 
code  of  California,  if  it  do  not  provide 
that  the  company  shall  pay  an  equal 
portion  of  the  cost  of  the  track  used 
by  both:  Ibid, 

a  Oakland  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  Oakland, 
Brooklyn  &  Fruit  Vale  R.  R.  Co.,  45 
Cal.  365.  See  City  of  Quincy  v.  C,  B. 
&  Q.  R.  R.  Co.y  supra. 
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which "  the  privileges  granted  shall  extend,  does  not  impose 
upon  the  company  the  obligation  to  pave,  grade,  macadam* 
ize  or  curb  such  streets,  or  any  part  of  them,  in  the  first  instance, 
but  merely  the  duty  or  obligation  of  keeping  the  same  in  repair 
to  the  width  stipulated,  when  the  same  shall  have  been  improved 
by  the  city.     The  obligation  is  to  repair,  and  not  to  construct.* 

A  mere  grant,  without  words  of  exclusiveness,  of  the  privi- 
lege of  laying  street  car  tracks,  and  of  operating  a  street  railway 
thereon  in  the  street  or  streets  of  a  city,  will  not  confer  on  the 
grantee  the  exclusive  right  thereof,  as  against  the  power  of  the 
city,  if  the  public  convenience  is  adjudged  to  demand  it,  to  au- 
thorize others  to  lay  and  operate  railways  in  the  same  streets, 
upon  similar  tracks  of  railway;  J  and   the   grantee  in  the  older 
grant  has   no  cause   of  complaint   as   against  a  like  privilege 
granted  to  another  by  the  common  grantor.' 

Under  an  act  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  allowing  horse  railway 
companies  to  condemn  property,  it  is  held  that  one  company  can 
not  condemn  a  fragment  of  the  roadway  of  a  competing  com- 
pany, although  it  might  condemn  even  the  whole  road.* 

When,  by  statute,  power  is  conferred  upon  mtinicipal  authori- 
ties to  regulate  street  railways,  and  the  removal  of  snow  and  icq 
from  the  tracks  thereof,  as  in  their  judgment  the  interest  and 
convenience  of  the  public  may  require,  an  ordinance  or  regula- 
tion of  such  municipal  authorities,  allowing  the  removal  of  snow 
and  ice  from  the  tracks  of  street  railways  on  permit  from  the 
superintendent  of  streets  or  other  person  in  control  thereof,  is 
valid,  and  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  enforcement  thereof  will 
not  be  allowed.*  The  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  the  tracks 
necessarily  involves,  to  some  extent,  the  increasing  it  on  tlie 
streets  adjoining  such  tracks,  and  causing  more  or  less  obstruc- 
tion to  the  ordinary  travel;  hence  the  necessity  of  police  regula- 
tion of  the  same.' 

"  City  of  Chicago  p.  Sheldon,  9  Wall.  Clark  Horse  Ry.  Co.,  81  111.  523,  9  Am. 

50.  Ry.  Rep.  375. 

"New  Orleans  City  R.    R.   Co.    v,  '^ Union  R.   W.  Co.  ti.  Mayor  and 

Crescent  City  R.  R.  Co.,  23  La.  An.  Aldermen  of  Cambridge  and  another, 

759.  11  Allen,  287. 

'New  Orleans   City  R.   R.   Co.   v.  *  Union  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Mr.yor  and 

Crescent  City  R.  R.  Co.,  23  La.  An.  Aldermen  of  Cambridge  and  anotlier, 

759.  11  Allen,  287.     And  see  Short  r.  B.il- 

*  Central  City  Horse  Ry.  Co.  v,  Foi-t  timore  City  Pass.  Ry.  Co.,  50  Wd.  73. 
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Tlio  vplidity  of  a  mnnicipal  ordinance  will  be  jndicially  ex- 
amined into  only  upon  application  of  some  one  on  wliom  it  con- 
fers a  right,  imposes  a  duty,  or  inflicts  a  wrong;*  therefore,  an 
ordinance  granting  railway  privileges  in  streets  can  not  be 
tested  jndicially  by  a  private  party,  showing  in  himself  no  other 
rights  or  injury  tlian  such  as  inure  to  other  citizens  generally.' 
Thns  an  injunction  will  not  lie,  at  the  suit  of  a  prirate  individual, 
to  restrain  a  street  railway  company  from  changing  its  track, 
when  authorized  by  the  city  authorities,  or  by  ordinance,  to  make 
such  change,  on  the  mere  ground  that  the  plaintiif  is  the  owner  of 
property  on  the  street,  and  that  the  public  health  will  be  likely  to 
suffer  by  reason  of  such  change.* 

The  ruling  in  some  of  the  states  has  been,  as  for  instance  in 
the  courts  of  New  York  (three  of  the  judges  dissenting),  that 
tiie  establishing  of  a  horse  railroad  in  public  streets  of  cities  is 
an  imposition  of  a  new  or  additional  burden  upon  the  land  of  the 
adjoining  land  holder,  covered  by  such  streets;  that  he  is  entitled 
to  compensation  b}'  reason  tiiereof,  and  may  inhibit  such  ap- 
propriation, by  au  injunction,  nutil  compensation  is  made.*  But 
in  the  same  court  it  is  held,  in  a  previous  decision,  that  the 
erection  and  use  of  such  roads  imposes  no  additional  burden;* 
80  that,  in  New  York,  the  question  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have 
been  reliably  settled. 

But  the  better  doctrine,  as  we  conceive,  is  opposed  to  that  laid 
down  in  Craig  v,  Kochester  City  &  Brighton  R.  R.  Co.,  and  co- 
incides with  the  rule  first  asserted  in  27  New  York — that  is,  to 
the  extent  that  where,  by  such  structure  and  use,  no  private  right 
is  invaded,  or  private  injury  sustained,  which  are  peculiar  to 
himself,  as  by  being  deprived  of  that  free  access  to,  and  egress 
from,  his  own  adjoining  premises,  which  he  would  otherwise 


*  Hoyle  V.  New  Orleans  City  R.  R. 
Co.,  23  La.  An.  535;  Market  Str.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Central  Ky.  Co.,  51  Cal.  583,  12 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  219. 

2  Hoyle  V.  New  Orleans  City  R.  R. 
Co.,  23  La.  An.  535;  Market  Str.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  supra, 

*  Hoyle  V.  New  Orleans  City  R.  R. 
Co.,  23  La.  An.  535. 

*  Craig  V,  Rochester  City  &  Brighton 
R.  R.  Co.,  39  N.  y.  404. 

90 


■The  People  v.  Kerr,  27  N.  Y.  204; 
S.  C.  37  Barb.  857;  City  of  New 
York  p.  Kerr,  SS  Barb.  369;  Kel- 
linger  v.  Forty -second  St.  R.  R.  Co., 
50  N.  Y.  206;  Sixth  Ate.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Gilbert  Elevated  R.  R.  Co.,  43  N.  Y. 
Superior,  292;  S.  C.  41  Id.  489.  See 
Brooklyn  Cent.  &  J.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Brooklyn  City  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Barb. 
420. 
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have  a  legal  ri<;bt  to  enjoy,  the  adjoining  land  holder  has  no  clai  rn 
to  compensation  as  for  an  additional  burden  imposed  upon  his 
property,  or  as  for  taking  private  property' for  public  use.* 

Nor  is  it  enough  to  entitle  such  adjoining  proprietor  to  compen- 
sation, that  he  is,  by  such  structure  and  its  use,  deprived  of  some 
mere   convenience   previously   enjoyed    in    the  exercise  of  his 
approach  to  his  property;  it  must  interfere  vrith  his  actual  rights 
in  that  respect.     Thus,  where  the  objection  was,  as  in  the  case 
above  cited  from  27  Wisconsin,  194,  that  the  adjoining  property 
was  used  by  the  owner  as  a  wholesale  store,  and  that  the  erection 
and  use  of  the  horse  street  railroad  so  encroached  upon  the  street 
in  front  thereof,  that  drays  and  wagons  could  not,  as  they  pre- 
viously had  used  to,  be  backed  up  at  right  angles  with  the  conrse 
of  the  street  and  sidewalk,  to  more  conveniently  unload  and  re- 
ceive their  freight,  for  that  the  heads  of  the  horses  would  come 
in  contact  with  the  cars  of  the  railroad,  the  court  held  that  the 
interference  was  not  with  any  right  of  the  complainant,  and  that 
although  allowed  by  meresufleranceto  previously  thus  occupy  the 
street  by  such  vehicles  in  loading  and  unloading  at  the  store,  it 
was  in  itself  an  encroachment  on  the  right  of  travel  along  the 
street,  and  that  no  such  right  pertained  to  the  ownership  of  the 
adjoining  proprietor;  that  when  the  space  thus  occupied  by  him 
is  required  for  public  travel,  then  such  occupancy  or  user  by  him 
is  a  public  nuisance  and  he  must  turn  his  teams  the  other  way — 
that  is,  lengthwise  the  street,  which  may  be  done,  and  yet  t'*c 


»  Hobart  v.  Mil.  City  R.  R.  Co.,  27 
Wis.  194;  Cincinnati  &  S.  G.  Ave. 
Street  Railway  Co.  v.  Cumminsville, 
14  Ohio  St.  523;  Sargent  v.  Ohio  & 
Miss.R.  R.  Co.,  1  Handy,  52;  Brown 
r.  Duf)lessis,  14  La.  An.  854;  EMiott 
V.  Fair  Haven  &  Wcstville  R.  R.  Co., 
'32  Conn.  579;  Commonwealth  r.  Tem- 
ple, 14  Gray,  75;  Chase  r.  The  Sutton 
Manf.  Co.,  4  Ciish.  152;  Atty.  Genl. 
V.  Metropolitan  R.  R.,  125  Mass.  515; 
New  Albany  &  Salem  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
O'Daily,  12  Ind.  651;  Grand  Rapids 
&  Ind.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Heisel,  'SS  Mich. 
62;  Stanley  v.  City  of  Davenport,  54  la. 


463;  S.  C.  6  N.W.  Rf^T.  706.  The  rul- 
ing in  the  case  of  Hobart  v.  Mil.  City 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra ^  Beetns  to  be  par- 
tially drparted  from  in  Chapman 
and  another  v.  The  O^hkosh  &  Miss. 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  33  Wis.  629,  where- 
in it  is  said  that  the  additional  burdeu 
is  to  be  compensated  for,  less  the 
diminution  caused  by  the  land  being 
already  a  highway,  and  out  of  the 
proprietor's,  exclusive  possession;  but 
that  the  value  of  the  land  itself  is  not 
to  be  allowed,  as  the  proprietor  kas 
already,  or  previously,  been  deprived 
thereof  by  the  highway. 
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loading  and  unloading  take  place  without  any  great  additional 
trouble  or  inconvenience  to  him.' 

Where,  by  ordinance,  the  company  is  to  lay  its  track  within  a 
certain  time,  and  before  the  expiration  of  that  time  the  ordinance 
is  amended  and  the  time  extended,  the  extension  will  run  from 
the  time  of  expiration  of  the  old  limitation.*  And  a  cotempora- 
neous  agreement  between  the  company  and  the  common  council, 
by  which  the  former  agreed  to  postpone  laying  the  track  for  ten 
years,  was  held  not  to  amount  to  an  abandonment;'  the  effect 
of  this  contract  was  to  extend  the  time  ten  years  more,  running 
from  the  date  of  the  ordinance  agreeing  to  the  delay,  and  it  was 
not  to  be  taken  from  any  of  the  time  granted.* 

A  grant  of  a  thing  not  yet  in  esse  is  inoperative,  for  want  of 
that  to  which  it  may  attach;  as,  for  instance,  a  clause  in  a  legisla- 
tive charter  of  a  railway  company,  giving  the  right  "  to  connect 
with  any  passenger  railway  now  constructed,  or  hereafter  to  be 
constructed.'"  A  right,  it  is  said,  is  a  relation  of  a  person  or  per- 
sons to  some  thing  or  person;  and  from  its  very  nature  can  not 
arise  or  exist  in  advance  of  the  persons  and  things  to  which 
it  is  to  relate.'  In  other  words,  if  the  thing  to  which  it  relates 
be  not  in  existence,  then  the  grant  has  nothing  to  which  it  can 
attach,  and,  therefore,  carries  no  right  at  all.  Nor  could  it  at- 
tach without  the  consent,  express  or  implied,  of  the  company 
erecting  such  subsequent  structure,  or  unless  a  provision  to  that 
effect  be  inserted  in  the  charter  of  the  latter  company;  it  would 
impair  their  rights. 

in  New  York  it  is  held  that  the  act  of  that  state  of  1S6S,' 
entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  chapter  489  of  the  Laws  of 
1867,  and  to  provide  for  the  collection  and  application  of  rev- 
enue in   the  county  of  New  York,  in  certain  cases,"  is  obnox- 


» 27  Wis.  201,  202;  Cincinnati  & 
Spring  Grove  Ave.  Street  Railway  Co. 
V.  Cumni.nsviJle,  14  Ohio  Sf.  523. 

2  McN^eil  V,  Chiciigo  City  Rv.  Co.,  61 
111.  150,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  457. 

« Ihid. 

*  Ihid,  Where  the  law  requires 
work  to  be  commenced  within  a  given 
time,  without  prescribing  the  charac- 
ter or  extent  of  it,  if  any  work,  though 
inconsiderable,  is  done,  the  finding  of 


the  trial  court  to  that  effect  will  not 
be  disturbed:  Omnibus  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Baldwin,  57  Cal.  160;  S.  C.  1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  316. 

*  North  Branch  Passenger  Railway 
Co.  r.  City  Passenger  Ry.  Co.,  38 
Penn.  St.  (2  Wright),  301. 

*  North  Branch  Passenger  Railway 
Co.  r.  City  Passenger  Ry.  Co.,  3S 
Penn.  St.  361. 

^  Ch.  855,  Laws  1808. 
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ions  to  the  constitutional  provision  that  a  private  or  local  I"!: 
fihall  embrace  hut  one  subject,  which  shall  be  expressed  in  h^ 
title, — in  that  it  authorized  a  street  railwa}'  company,  which  wa-? 
by  prior  acts  confined  to  the  use  of  stationary  engines  for  motive 
power,  to  use  any  mode  of  propulsion  which  should  beapprovetl 
by  commissioners.  But  it  was  further  held  that  any  defect  in 
the  act  was  obviated  by  the  act  of  1S75,'  securing  to  the  road  in 
question  the  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  of  another  road, 
and  giving  tlie  former  company  the  right  to  use  any  motor 
pf»wer  po*  approved.*  The  latter  act,  it  was  held,  did  not  violate 
the  constitutional  provision  prohibiting  a  private  or  local  bill 
irijinting  the  right  to  lay  tracks,  or  any  exclusive  privilege  or 
franchi.-e;  the  act  conferred  no  new  franchises,  but  simply  con- 
firmed and  regulated  franchises  previously  possessed  by  the  W. 
S.  &  Y.  P.  Puiilway  Co.,  to  which  the  N.  Y.  Elevated  R  R.  Co. 
had  succeeded.'  And  a  bill  waiving  a  forfeiture  of  corporate 
rights,  or  extending  the  term  within  which  corporate  rights 
might  be  exercised,  or  giving  the  right  to  use  a  new  or  diflferent  j 

motive  power,  provided  the  right  is  not  exclusive,  would  confer  ' 

no  new  substantial  riarhts  within  this  inhibition.*  And  so  an  act 
providing  for  the  construction  of  elevated  and  underground  rail- 
roads is  not  a  local  or  private  bill  within  the  purview  of  such  in- 
hibition, it  being  a  general  act  in  terms;'  and  the  provisions 
of  such  act  conferring  upon  commissioners  appointed  thereunder, 
power  to  determine  upon  the  necessity  of  such  roads,  and  to  fix 
the  routes  and  prescribe  the  plan  of  construction,  confers  no  leg- 
islative powers  upon  them,  and  the  legislature  has  authority  to 
confer  such  powers.*  The  further  provision  of  said  act  authoriz- 
ing elevated  roads  in  actual  operation  at  the  time  of  thepassaije 
of  the  act  to  construct  connections,  etc.,  is  not  violative  of  such 
constitutional  provision,  as  it  was  not  a  private  bill  by  reason 
of  applying  only  to  existing  companies,  nor  did  it  grant  any  ex- 
clusive privilege;  nor  would  it  have  been  obnoxious  in   the   lat- 

»  Ch.  .^^95,  Laws  1875.  ^Ihid. 

« Matter  of  Petition  of  N.  Y.   Ele-  » Ihid. 

vated  R.  R.  Co.,  70  N.  Y.  327, 19  Am.  •  Ibid;  Gilbert  Elevated  Ry.  Co.  f. 

Ry.  Rep.  152.  Kohbe,  supra.    The  case  of  Barto  r. 

•  Ibid;  Gilbert  Elevated  Ry.  Co.  v,  Himrod,  8  N.  Y.  483,  is  distinguished 

Kobbe,  Id.  301, 19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  186.  in  the  latter  case. 
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ter  respect  if  it  gave  an  exclusive  right  in  one  street,  so  long  as 
other  routes  were  pennitted.* 

Xo  evidence  is  admissible  for  the*  p/irpose  of  showing  that  a 
statute,  valid  upon  its  face,  is  unconstitutional, — as  in  this 
case  to  show  that  there  was  but  one  elevated  railway  in  actual 
operation  so  as  to  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  act."  The 
provision  of  the  constitution  (art.  3,  sec.  IS),  and  of  sec.  4 
of  the  Kapid  Transit  Act,  requiring  the  consent  of  property 
owners,  or  a  certificate  from  the  supreme  court  commission- 
ers, and  the  consent  of  the  local  authorities,  it  was  held,  did 
not  apply  to  the  Gilbert  Elevated  Railway  Co;  this  require- 
ment applies  only  to  street  railroads  organized  under  general 
laws.'  So,  in  Ohio,  the  consent  of  property  owners  required  by 
the  act  of  1866,*  as  amended  in  1868,*  is  not  required  since  the 
amendment  of  sec.  412  of  the  municipal  code.  The  consent 
there  provided  for,  by  whomsoever  obtained,  inures  to  the  benefit 
of  the  lowest  bidder.* 

In  California  it  is  held  that  a  law  exempting  particular  rail- 
roads from  conditions  imposed  upon  railroadc  in  general  is  un- 
constitutional and  void.^ 

2.  entitled  to  the  right  of  the  road. — Wliere,  by  grant  from 
the  municipal  authority,  a  company  has  a  right  to  lay  down 
and  operate  a  street  railway  in  the  streets  of  a  city,  and  by 
ordinances  of  such  city,  the  street  cars  are  entitled  to  prece- 
dence over  other  vehicles  and  things,  the  street  cars  of  such 
company  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  way,  or  right  of  the 
road,  on  their  own  track,  over  other  vehicles  and  persons  pass- 
ing. And  under  an  ordinance  making  it  penal  for  any  per- 
son to  "unnecessarily  obstruct  or  impede  the  running"  of  such 
cars,  it  is  the  duty  of  pei'sons  "^feing  other  vehicles  to  give  the 
way  to  the  streetcars  on  their  tracks,  without  unnecessary  delay; 
vnd  refusing  so  to  do,  they  are  guilty  of  an  obstruction  thereof. 
Uomaining  on  the  track  or  tracks  of  such  railway  any  nnnec- 
'  e^.^ary  length  of  time  with  othor  vehicles  or  things,  after  being 
required  by  circumstances,  or  on  lequest,  to  remove,  amounts 

» Ihid;  Gilbert  Elevated  Ry.  Co.  v.  •  Sti\to,  ex  rel.  Hcndereoo.  v.  Bell,  34 

Eo'.)be,  supra.  Olro  o..  194,  21  Am.  Ky.  liep.  84. 

Ubid;  G.  E.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Kobbe.  '  Omnibus  R.  R.  Co  v.  Baldwin,  57 

8G.  E.  Ry.  Co.  V.  Kobbe.  Cal.  HiO;  S.  C   1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R. 

*68  Ohio  L.  55;  S.  &  S.  137.  Cas.  316. 
•65  Ohio  L.  112;  S.  &  S.  139. 


1430  THE   LAW   OP   RAILWAYS. 

to  an  obstrnction,  and  maybe  pnnished  as  snch.*  In  snch  c«spj=, 
it  becomes  necessary  for  the  party  using  the  ordinary  vehicle  to 
got  ont  of  the  way,  as  soon  as  the  saiue  can  be  done;  and  he 
may  not  consult  his  convenience,  but  may  remain  no  longer 
than  is  necessary  to  enable  him  to  get  out  of  the  wriv.  In  the 
case  cited  from  14  of  Gray,*  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts  s:ivs:  "Several  things  are  heie  to  be  observed.  The  cars 
couid  only  pass  on  one  precise  line.  The  wagon  could  deviate 
to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  \rithin  the  limits  of  the  traveled  part 
of  the  road.  The  public,  by  the  grant  of  the  franchise,  had 
granted  the  right  to  move  on  that  precise  line,  and  had  given  to 
all  passengers  the  right  to  be  carried  on  that  line  at  the  naual 
rate  of  speed  at  which  passengers  are  carried  by  horses,  subject 
only  to  occasional  necessary  impediments.  The  cars  can  not  so 
move,  and  tlie  passengers  can  not  be  so  carried,  whilst  the  wago^r 
moves  on  the  track.  No  impediment  is  shown  to  prevent  the 
waffon  from  turn  ins:  out.  The  wao:on  therefore  was  for  the  tim» 
being  an  unnecessary  obstruction  of  the  public  travel."  Thia 
doctrine  is  referred  to  and  re-affirmed  in  tlie  case  above  cited  from 
Iowa,  of  the  State  v.  Foley,  31  Iowa,  527. 

No  actual  request  is  necessary  for  the  removal  of  such  ob- 
struction or  giving  of  the  right  of 'way,  in  order  to  fix  upon 
the  person  thus  intruding  on  the  track,  liability  under  the  or- 
dinance. The  street  railway  company  "is  entitled  to  the  un- 
restricted use  of  its  rails  (say  the  court  in  Wilbrand  v.  Tlie 
Eighth  Avenue  R.  R.  Co,  above  cited),  for  the  progress  of  it? 
cars,"  within  the  limit  of  speed  allowed  by  law;  and  the  driver 
of  any  other  vehicle,  being  unnecessarily  on  the  track,  is  bound  to 
exercise  greater  care  than  if  upon  the  common  pavement,  to  see 
that  the  approaching  car  is  not  impeded;  and  if,  through  willful- 
ness or  negligence  in  this  respect,  a  collision  ensues,  he  should 
not  have  damages  against  the  company,  even  though  the  serv- 
ants of  the  latter  are  also  at  fault.'    For  the  ordinary  team, 

^The  State  v.  Foley.  31   Iowa,  527;  43  U.  199;  Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co.  r. 

S.  C.  7  Am.    R.    166;    Wilbrand    «.  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Allen,  262,  270; 

Kif^rhth  Avenue  R.  R.   Co.,  3  Bosw.  Commonwealth  v.   Temple,  14  Gray, 

3U;  Hogan  v.  Eighth  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  74,  77. 

15  N.  Y.  380;  Adolph  v.  Cent.  Park,  "The  Commonwealth  v.  Temple,  14 

N.  &  E.  River  R.  R.  Co.,  65  N.  Y.  554,  Gray,  69,  77,  78. 

76  N.  Y.  530,  33  N.  Y.  Superior,  186,  » Wilbrand  r.  Eighth  Avenue  R.  R. 
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if  not  intruders  before,  become  such  so  soon  as  their  presence  on 
the  track  is  in  hindrance  of  the  street  car,  which  can  go  only 
on  the  one  track;  therefore,  if  from  such  obstruction,  injury  en- 
sues, without  other  fault  of  the  street  car  company  than  simply 
pursuing  its  course,  the  company  are  not  liable  for  the  injury.* 
And  even  if  the  company  be  also  in  fault,  but  the  fault  be  not 
such  as  to  willfully  cause  the  injury,  or  else  be  of  a  greatly 
higher  degree  of  negligence  than  that  of  the  plaintiff,  there  can 
l)e  no  recovery  against  the  company.'  But  if  injury  be  willfully 
inflicted  by  the  driver  of  the  car,  within  the  scope  of  his  duty, 
as  by  intentionally  running  against  and  breaking  a  carriage  in 
order  to  clear  the  track,  the  company  is  liable.' 

The  rights  of  the  public  and  of  the  company  operating  street 
railways  are  mutual,  and  each  must  use  ordinary  and  reasonable 
cure  to  avoid  injury.*  The  company  have  only  a' paramount 
right  in  this — that  it  is  entitled  to  the  track  on  meeting  other 
vehicles,  inasmuch  as  the  street  cars  can  go  only  on  that  partic- 
ular line,  and  other  vehicles  can  go  with  equal  ease  in  any  part 
of  the  street  Therefore,  when  one  or  the  other  is  to  give  the 
right  of  the  road,  those  traveling  by  ordinary  ipeihods  must 
do  it.'  And  footmen  may  travel  thereon  as  well  as  others,  observ-* 
ing,  as  others,  ordinary  care  to  avoid  injury;  simply  being  there  is 
not  contributory  negligence,  unless  under  circumstances  amount- 
ing to  carelessness.' 

A  grant  to  a  railroad  company  of  a  privilege  of  using  a  street 
for  constructing  and  operating  therein  a  railroad,  does  not  pre- 
clude the  making  a  similar  grant  to  another  railroad;  a  mere 
grant  carries  with  it  no  right  of  monopoly.    The  number  of  lines 


Co.,  3  Bosw.  314,  320,  321;  Common- 
wealth V.  Hicks,  7  Allen,  573;  Jersey 
City  &  B.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Jersey  City  & 
H.  Horse  R.  R.  Co.,  5  C.  E.  Green,  61; 
Adolph  V.  C.  P.,  N.  &  E.  R.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra.  The  contrary  of  this  seems  to 
be  ruled  in  Shea  v.  Potrero  &  B.  V.  R. 
R.  Co..  44  Cal.  414,  to  the  extent  of  en- 
tirely ignoring  the  doctrine  of  contrib- 
utory negligence.  In  other  rcsptcts, 
the  decision  coincides  substantially 
with  the  foregoing  doctrine. 

» Chi.  West  Div.   Ry.  Co.  v.  Bert, 
69  111.  388. 


*  Chi.  West  Div.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Bert, 
69  111.  3:^8. 

•  Cohen  v.  Dry  Dock,  East  Broad- 
way &  Battery  R.  R.  Co.,  69  N.  Y. 
170.  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  109. 

*  Shea  V.  The  Portrero  &  Bay  View 
R.  R.  Co.,  44  Cat.  414;  Meyer  v.  Lin-. 
dell  Ry.  Co.,  6  Mo.  App.  27;  Adolph 
V.  C.  P.,  N.  &  E.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

'^  Shea  V.  The  Portrero  &  Bay  View 
B.  R.  Co.,  44  Cal.  414. 

•  Shea  V.  The  Portrero  &  Bay  View 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 
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may  be  increased  in  a  street,  as  regards  a  mere  grant  of  privi- 
lege, at  the  option  of  the  municipal  authorities  having  control 
of  the  streets/ 

The  laying  of  a  street  railroad  is  not  an  exclusive  appropria- 
tion of  the  street,  or  any  portion  of  it;  it  is  a  special  mode  of 
using  the  street,  which  does  not  exclude  the  public  use.'  And 
another  railroad  may  cross  their  track,  if  necessary.*  But  this 
right  in  the  public  to  use  the  track  will  not  authorize  a  rival 
transportation  company  to  use  it  in  competition  with  the  rail- 
road company.* 

3.  Liability  of,  under  statute,  for  street  improvements  and 
assessments. — Where,  by  law,  street  railroad  companies  are  re- 
quired to  "  keep  the  space  between  the  rails  in  thorough  repair, 
by  paving,  planking  or  macadamizing,"  such  obligation  is  con- 
strued to  mean,  between  the  two  rails  of  each  track  only,  and  not 
in  the  space  which  lies  between  the  several  tracks,  as  distinct  from 
each  other — as,  for  instance,  if  there  be  two  or  more  tracks,  com- 
posed of  two  rails  each,  then  the  improvement  is  required  to  be 
made  between  the  mils  of  each  of  such  tracks,  but  not  in  that 
part  of  the  street  lying  between  these  tn^cks;  it  being  unoc- 
cupied by  the  trains,  is  not  within  the  requirements  of  the  law.* 

But  it  is  decided  in  the  same  state  (by  a  divided  court,  how- 
ever,)  that  the  interest  of  a  street  railway  company  in  the  streets 


J  The  Oakland  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Oakland, 
Brooklyn  &  Fruit  Vale  R.  R.  Co.,  45 
Cal.  365;  antey  subd  n  I. 

'  Market  Str.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Central  Ry. 
Co.,  51  Cal.  58:^,  12  Am.  hy.  Rep. 
219;  Citizens*  Coach  Co.  v.  Canidt'n 
Horse  R.  R.  Co.,  33  N.  J.  Eq.  267;  S. 
C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  190. 

•  Market  Str.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Central  Ry. 
Co.,  51  Cal.  583,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
219. 

*  Camden  Horse  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Citi- 
zens' Coach  Co.,  28  N.  J.'Ch.  145.  14 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  20;  C.  C.  Co.  v.  C.  H. 
R.  R.  Co.,  33  Id.  267;  S.  C.  1  Am.  and 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  190;  Jersey  City  &  B. 
R.  R.  Co.  V,  Jersey  City  &  H.  Horse  R. 
R.Co.,  6C.  E.  Green.61;  Sixth  Ave.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Kerr.  45  Barb.  13S,  72  N.  Y. 
330;   Buffalo  Str.  R.  R.  Co.  t\  Leigh - 


ton.  10  Repr.  149.  And  see  Matter  of 
Brooklyn,  W.  *  N.  Ry.  Co.,  72  N. 
Y.  245,  19  Hun,  314.  By  sec.  54  of 
the  '* Tramways  Act,"  83  &  34  Vic r. 
ch.  78,  the  u.ser  of  trjimwaya  by  unl- 
censed  persons  with  carriaiyes  *  *  hav- 
ing flange  wheels,  or  other  wheels 
suitable  only  to  run  on  the  rail  of  such 
tramway.*'  is  prohibited.  Under  this 
act,  it  is  held  that  a  revolving  di.sk  on 
the  inner  side  of  the  wheels,  operatid 
by  a  lever  so  as  to  have  the  effect  of  a 
flange,  came  within  the  prohibition  of 
ihf*  act:  Cottam  v.  Guest,  Law  Rep., 
6  Q.  B.  Div.  70;  S.  C.  1  Am.  and  Eng. 
R.  R.  Cas.  574. 

^  Rob  bins  v.  Omnibus  R.  R.  Co.,  82 
Cal.  472;  City  of  St.  Louis  p.  St.  Louis 
R.  R.  Co.,  50  Mo.  94. 
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of  a  city  wherein  its  road  is  located,  built  and  operated,  is  real 
]>roperty,  witliin  the  definition  of  the  statute  in  regard  to  widen- 
ing streets,  and  is  susceptible  of  being  benefited  thereby;  and 
that,  therefore,  such  interest  or  property  is  liable  lo  assessment 
by  special  taxation  therefor.* 

A  street  railway  company  has  a  franchise,  which  is  a  property 
of  a  character  to  be  substantially  benefited  by  the  paving  of  such 
street,  and  is  liable  to  assessment  therefor.' 

The  charter  of  the  Chicago  West  Division  Ry.  Co.  provided, 
that  as  to  "  the  grading,  paving,  macadamizing,  filling  or  plank- 
ing" of  the  streets,  a  certain  width  should  be  kept  by  the  com- 
pany in  good  repair,  and  where  '^  any  new  improvement,  paving, 
re-paving,  planking  or  re-planking  is  ordered,"  the  company 
should  make '' such  new  improvements,"  as  to  such  width,  in 
the  same  manner  as  abutting  owners  on  the  street.  In  a  pro- 
ceeding to  recover  an  assessment  for  filling,  paving  and  grading, 
it  was  held  that  the  words  *'any  new  improvement"  were  not 
limited  as  to  kind  by  the  words  "  paving,  re- paving,  planking  or 
re-planking;"  but  that  tl;e  obligation  to  make  new  improvements 
was  the  same  as  to  make  repairs,  and  included  the  cost  of  filling 
and  grading."  And  evidence  that  the  company  had  never  been 
required  to  pay  for  filling  in  previous  assessments,  and  had  been 
reimbursed  for  filling  done  by  them,  was  held  inadmissible.* 

4.  Status  of  statutory  liability  for  injuries  to  persons. — It  is 
held  in  Missouri  that  the  special  act  of  the  legislature  of  that 
state,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  street  railroads  in  the  city  of 
St.  Louis,"  approved  January  16,  1860,  and  which  declares  that 
"said  railroad  companies  shall  not  be  liable  for  injuries  occa- 
sioned by  the  getting  oft'  or  on  the  cars  at  the  front  'ur  forward 
end  of  the  car,"  does  not  apply  to  the  Bellefontpine  Railway 
Company  of  St.  Louis;*  and,  therefore,  as  to  injuries  received 
by  a  ])assenger  upon  said  road,  in  getting  on  or  off  the  cars  at 
their  front,  the  question  of  liability  remains  as  at  common 
law,  and  is  not  a  matter  of  statutory  consideration.*     Moreover, 

*  Appeal  of  North  Beach  &  Mission  City  of  Chicago,  15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  437. 

R.  R.  Co.,  32  Cal.  499.  *md, 

2  Chicago  €.  Baer.  41  111.  306;  Par-  ^Bums  v.  The  Bellefontaine  Rail- 
melee  r.  City  of  Chicago.  60  111.  267;  way  Co.  of  St.  Louis,  50  Mo.  189. 
New  Haven  v.  Fair  Haven  &  West-  ®  Bums  v.  The  Bellefontaine  Rail- 
ville  R.  R.  Co.,  38  Conn.  422.  way  Co.  of  St.  Louis,  50  Mo.  139. 

'  Chicago  West  Division  Ry.  Co.  p. 
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it  16  there  intimated  that  if  the  statute  were  appIicaMe  a^  a 
defense  at  all^  then  it  should  be  pleaded;'  and  no  donbt  ^^uch 
in  the  !aw. 

5.  Ordinary,  or  common  la^r,  liabilitj  and  dnties. — For  in- 
juries occasioned  by  negligence,  street  railway  eompauies  are 
liable,  as  others  are,  upon  common  law  principles,  and  no  more 

In  actions  against  such  companies  for  personal  injuries  cansed 
by  the  cjirs  leaving  the  track,  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  com- 
pany to  show  that  there  was  no  fault  or  want  of  care  on  its 
j>art.' 

If  the  driver  of  a  car  ha«  authority  to  collect  fare,  and  to  expel 
jjur-acngers  for  non-payment,  his  master  is  liable  if  excessive 
lorce  and  violence  is  used  in  so  doing;  or  if,  as  driver,  he  ne^li- 
*^  iitly  keeps  the  car  in  motion,  by  reason  of  which  the  expeilctl 
)»erson  is  run  over  and  injured.*  And  while  assisting  persons  on 
and  off  the  car,  if  the  driver  cause  an  injury  by  his  negligence, 
the  company  is  liable;*  and  so  if  he  direct  children  to  get  n]x>n 
the  front  platform,  and  suddenly  start  the  car  so  as  to  injure 
them.* 

At  common  law,  the  mere  act  of  getting  upon  the  front 
]>latf(>rm  of  a  street  railway  car  as  a  passenger,  insteud  of  re- 
maining inside  the  car,  will  not,  without  more,  be  attributed  to 
a  party,  by  the  court,  as  negligence  in  law,  or  legal  negligence, 
and  therefore  contributory  to  an  injury  received  by  a  passenger 
occupying  such  a  position  upon  the  car.^  And  the  law  is  the 
same  as  to  getting  upon  the  car  while  in  motion.*     Contributive 


*  Bums  V,  The  Bellefontaine  Rail- 
way ('o.  of  St.  Louin,  50  Mo.  11^9. 

*  Louisville  &  Portland  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Sinilh,  2  Duval  1,  ^oG,  .>">8. 

^  Lonifivillo  &  Portland  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Smith,  2  Duvall,  hijQ;  Stokes  r. 
Saltonstall,  13  Pet.  193. 

*  Ilcaley  v.  City  Passenger  R.  R. 
Co.,  28  Ohio  St.  23,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 

^  Drew  V.  Sixth  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  26 
y.  Y.  49. 

**  Maher  p.  Central  Park,  N.  &  l]. 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  67  N.  Y.  52,  15 
Am.  Ry.   Rep.  293;  Brcrnan  •;.  Fair 


Haven  &  Westville  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Conn. 
2S4,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  263.  And  see 
thivS  rule  applied  to  an  adult  getting 
upon  the  car  while  in  motion:  Ep- 
pondorf  v.  Brooklyn  City  &  Newtown 
R.  R.  Co.,  69  N.  Y.  195,'l8  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  97. 

^  Bums  p.  The  Bellefontaine  Railway 
Co.  of  St.  Louis,  50  Mo.  139;  Mettle- 
Btadfc  V.  Ninth  Av,  R.  R.  Co.,  32  How- 
ard's Pr.  428;  Spooner  p.  Brooklyn 
City  R.  R.  Co.,  54  N.  Y.  2:^0,  6  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  198. 

« Eppendorf  p.  B.  C.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 


STREET  BAILWAY8. 


1435 


negligence  is  not  to  be  presumed  from  such  circiirastances  alone.* 
If  a  passenger  be  accidentally  thrown,  or  falls,  from  a  street  car, 
without  any  negligence  of  the  company,  yet  if  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  driver  to  save  him  from  injury  by  stopping  the  car,  it  is 
his  duty  to  do  so,  and  the  omission  of  such  duty  is  such  negli- 
gence as  will  render  the  company  liable,  if  by  reason  thereof  in- 
jury ensue  to  the  passenger.' 

If  a  street  car,  in  stopping,  obstruct  a  crossing,  it  is  not  an 
unlawful  act  or  a  trespass  for  one  seeking  to  cross  to  step  on  the 
platform  of  the  car  for  that  purpose;'  and  if,  while  thus  lawfully 
on  the  car,  he  is  thrown  off  by  the  driver,  the  company  will  be 
liable.* 

Xegligence  is  not  imputable  to  children  of  such  tender  years 
as  to  be  incapable  of  observing  ordinary  care;*  and  to  allow 
such  infant  to  ride  upon  the  front  platform  of  a  street  railway 
car  is  negligence,  for  which  the  company  owning  the  car  will  be 
held   accountable.*     And  if  children  of    tender  years  are  thus 


^  Bums  V,  The  Bellefontaine  Rail- 
way Co  of  St.  Lou^'^;  50  Mo.  139; 
Spooner  v.  Brooklyn  City  R.  R.  Co., 
sujyra;  Eppeiidorf  t?.  B.  C.  &  N.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra. 

*Chi.  West  Div.  R.  W.  Co,  v. 
Hufrbes,  69  111.  170.  And  proof  of  netr- 
lijrence  of  this  character  is  adminsible 
under  m  avprment  that  "the  de- 
fendants 80  nrgligently  managed  the 
car  as  to  run  it  upon  and  over  plaint- 
iff ":  Brennan  v.  Fair  Haven  &  West- 
ville  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Conn.  284,  17 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  263. 

3  Shea  V.  Sixth  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  62 
N.Y.  180,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  154.  And 
even  if  a  plaintiff  is  to  be  regarded  as 
a  trespasser,  that  will  not  defeat  his 
right  of  action  for  negligence:  Bren- 
nan r.  Fair  Haven  &  Westville  R.  R. 
Co.,  45  Conn.  284,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
263;  Hicks  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo. 
430,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  273. 

*Shea  r.  Sixth  Ave.  R.  R.  Co., 
8U})ra. 

*  Pitts.,  Allegh.  &  Manchester  Piuss. 
R.W.  Co.  V.  Caldwell,74  Penn.  St.  421 ; 
East  Saginaw  City  Ry.  Co.  r.  Bohn, 


27  Mich.  508,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  809; 
Bait.  City  Pass.  Ry.Co.  v.  McDonnell, 
43  Md.   534;  Weick  v.  Lander,  75  III. 
93;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Becker. 
76  111.  25;  S.  C.  84  111.  483;  Rockford, 
Rock  Island  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  r.  De- 
laney,  82  111.  198;  O'Flaherty  r.  Union 
Ry.  Co.,  45  Mo.  70;  Donoho  v.  Vulcan 
Iron  Works,  7  Mo.  App.  447;  Walters 
V.  Chi.,  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry.  Co.,  41  la.  71; 
S.  C.  86  la.  458;  Govt.  Str.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hanlon,  53  Ala.  70;   Haycroft  r.  Lake 
Shore  &  Mich.   Southern   Ry.  Co.,  2 
Hun,  489;  S.  C.  64  N.  Y.   636;  Casey 
V.  N.  y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.   R.  R.   Co.,  6 
Abb.  N.  C.  104;   S.  C.  78  N.  Y.   518. 
*  Pitts.,  Allegh.  &  Manchester  Pass. 
R.  W.  Co.   V.  Caldwell,  74  Penn.  St. 
421;  East  Saginaw  City  Ry.  Co.    r. 
Bohn.  supi'a;  Maher  v.  Central  Park, 
N.  &  E.  River  R.  R.   Co.,   67  N.   Y. 
52,    15  Am.  Ry.   Kop.  293.     And  un- 
der such  circumstances,     negligence 
will  not  be  imputed  to  the  parent  in 
permitting  the  child  to    ride  on  the 
street  ciir  without  escort:   East  Sagi- 
naw City  Ry.  Co.  v.  Bohn,  supra. 
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The  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  approved  Jan- 
nary  16,  1860,  in  reference  to  street  railroads  in  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  declares  that  "said  railroad  companies  sliail  not  be  liable 
for  injuries  pccasioncd  by  the  getting  off  or  on  the  cars  at  the 
front  or  forward  end  of  the  car."  Under  this  statute  it  held 
that  no  recovery  conld  be  had  by  one  injured  in  getting  on  or  off 
the  car  at  the  front,  although  some  negligence  of  the  company, 
or  its  agent  in  charge  of  the  car,  contribute  to  cause  the  injury;* 
hut  that  for  an  injury  occasioned  by  negligently  starting  the  car, 
while  one  attempting  to  get  off  at  the  front,  and  having  fallen 
under  it,  was  yet  under  the  car,  it  being  an  independent  act  of 
negligence,  the  company  might  be  liable,  as  raising  a  question  as 
to  the  competency  or  litness  ot*  the  servant  for  his  place.'  This 
latter  question  would,  of  course,  involve  the  questions  of  knowl- 
C'ii^e  of  unfitness,  if  unfit,  and  of  care  in  selecting  the  servant; 
and  also  that  of  contributive  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  per- 
son injured. 

In  the  operating  of  a  street  railway  with  cars  drawn  by  horses, 
the  same  degree  ot*  care  is  not  required  in  law  as  in  the  running 
of  cars  drawn  by  steam  upon  ordinary  railroads;*  the  degree 
of  care  really  incumbent  upon  the  street  car  company  is  the 
same  as  is  required  of  persons  driving  ordmary  vehicles 
drawn  by  horses.*  Street  railways  are  not,  in  the  popular  sense, 
public  highways,  and  thoui»h  in  a  public  hTghway,  their  tracks 
are  not  common,  as  a  public  highway,  to  all  persons,  but  are  for 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  company  owning  them,  when  required 
by  their  passing  cars.' 


the  driver  to  stop  upon  noticinpr  a 
child  standin.qr  near  the  track,  while  he 
is  yet  some  distance  from  her,  nor  is 
it  hid  duty  to  drive  the  team  at  a  walk: 
Ibid.  But  see  Farris  v.  Cass  Ave. 
&  F.  G.  Ry.  Co.,  8  Mo.  App.  589; 
S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Exkg.  R.  R.  Cas.  622, 
where  negligrence  was  imputed  to  the 
railroad  company  under  a  nearly  simi- 
lar state  of  facts.  In  Phil.  City  Pass. 
Ry.  Co.  p.  Henrice,  92  Penn.  St.  431 ; 
S.  C.  37  Leg.  Int.  135,  9  Repr.  689,  it 
is  held  that  the  question  of  ncgligpiice 
in  omitting  to  stop  the  car  in  such  case 
is  for  the  jury. 


>  McKeon  v.  Citizens  R.  W.  Co.,  42 
Mo.  79. 

»  McKeon  v.  Citizens  R.  W.  Co.,  42 
Mo.  79.  And  see  Healey  v.  City  Pivs- 
senger  R.  R.  Co.,  28  Ohio  St.  23,  14 
Am.  Ry.  Rpp.  63. 

'  Unger  t^.  The  Forty- Second  Street 
&  Gmnd  Street  Ferry  R.  W.  Co.,  51 
N.  Y.  (6  Sickels),  497. 

*  Unger  r.  The  Forty- Second  Street 
&  Grand  Street  Ferry  R.  W.  Co..  51 
N.  Y.  497;  Pendleton  Str.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Shire.s,  supra;  Same  r.  Stallmann,  '22 
Ohio  St.  19. 

*  Whitaker  v.  The  Eighth  Avenue 
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cliargG  thereof,  is  snch  negligence  as  will  preclude  a  recovery 
for  any  injury  he  may  receive  in  so  doing.* 

The  rule  in  reference  to  expelling  disorderly  persons  from  rail- 
way cars  is  not  different  as  to  street  railways  from  what  it  is 
in  regard  to  railroads  generally.  Carriers  of  passengers  are  not 
only  authorized,  but  are  bound,  to  furnish  their  passengers  with 
orderly,  safe  and  comfortable  passage,  and  may,  by  their  conduct- 
ors, or  persons  in  charge,  expel  the  disorderly,  and  repress  and 
prohibit  all  rudeness,  indecency,  impropriety  or  disturbance, 
whether  of  word  or  deed;  nor  is  there  any  obligation  to  wait  un- 
til an  overt  act  of  violence,  profanity,  or  other  disorderly  conduct, 
is  committed,  to  the  annoyance  of  orderly  passengers,  before  ex- 
pelling offenders  who  become  such  by  indicating  a  disposition  to 
commit  disorderly  acts.' 

6.  Unlawful  imposition  of  burdens  on  street  railways. — The 
grant  to  a  street  railway  company,  by  a  municipal  government,  of 
the  franchise  or  right  of  laying  and  operating  a  s^'eet  railwaj'  in 
the  streets  of  a  city,  confers  in  itself  a  right  to  do  so,  upon  the 
grantee,  as  against  the  city,  and  is  in   that  respect  a  license  in 


»  Nichols  V.  The  Middlesex  R.  R. 
Co.,  106  Mass.  463;  Dickson  ».  Broad- 
way &  7th  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Jones  & 
Spencer  (N.  Y.),  31^0;  Cbica<?o  West 
Div.  Ry.  Co.  r.  Mills,  91  111.  39.  But 
see  Eppendorf  t>.  Brooklyn  City  &  New- 
town R.  R.  Co.,  69  N.  Y.  195, 18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  97.  In  this  c-ase  it  is  held  that 
it  is  not  always,  and  under  all  circum- 
stances,  negligence  to  get  upon  a  street 
car  in  motion;  and  it  is  accounted  to 
be  legal  negli<,'ence  only  in  exceptional 
cases,  and  under  unfavorable  condi- 
tions. Ordinarily,  it  is  a  question  of 
fact  for  the  jury :  Ibid.  In  this  case 
plaintiff  signaled  the  car,  and  the 
driver  applied  the  brake.  The  car 
was  an  open  one,  with  a  step  along  the 
side.  While  the  car  was  still  movin;^, 
the  plaintiff  attempted  to  get  on,  when 
the  driver  let  go  the  brake  and  started 
the  car  with  a  jerk,  throwing  plaintiff 
under  the  car;  and  it  was  held  the 
evidence  should  have  been  submitted 
to  the  juiy,  and  a  nonsuit  was  prop- 


erly denied.  Evidence  that  plaintiff 
was  in  the  habit  uf  so  jumping  on  the 
cars  while  in  motion  was  held  inad- 
missible: Ihid, 

3  Vinton  r.  Middlesex  R.  R.  Co.,  11 
Allen.  304;  Murphy  t?.  Union  Ry.  Co., 
118  Mass.  22S,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  2^2; 
Lemont  r. Washington  A  Geornetown 
R.  R.  Co.,  1  Mackey  (D.  C),  1^); 
S.  C.  1  Am.  <fe  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  20:^; 
The  question  whether  the  expulsion 
wa.s  properly  and  connidorately  done, 
is  for  the  jury:  Murphy  v.  Union  Uy. 
Co..  supra;  Healey  r.  City  Passenfror 
R.  R.  Co.,  28  Ohio  St  23, 14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  63.  It  docs  not  affect  the  ques- 
tion that  the  passenger  is  sick,  or  that 
his  misconduct  is  not  willful  or  vol- 
untary, if  he  is  honestly  supposed  t 
be  intoxicated.  The  rule  applic^ible 
to  the  treatment  of  sick  persons  on 
steam  cars  does  not  necessarily  np-lv 
to  horse  cars:  Lemont  r.  W.  &  G.  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra. 


,  .^  •    (lie  natnre  of  a  contract,  wliicli  pTCclr.deo  tJie 

'T        -t  iiinuJi''""  "f  peciiniiiry  tenns  upon  (he  j^rantce  for 

*'       ;  '^   . ,  iiii(}er  tlic  pretense  of  a  license.     The  right  to 

''  ^  '  i  •■  aahkctinil^  cxerciBe  only  to  the  police  re^iilatione 

'"■^  nieip^'l  "overnment;  and  an  ordinance  iinposinj;  an  an- 

'''     ..       ~  .iruin  its  use  ia  not  such,  bnt  is  a   mere  arbitrarv 

ninl  IicetifC  HI""'  _  ,  ,  .  ,    ,' 

■  .position  or  exaction  uitnexeu  to  the  enjovtnt'nt  of  tl.c 

'"""  '  nil  inipii''^  *''^  ''"''^''''*^*  thereof,  and  is  in  that  respect 

drthori^e*!  nnJ   void.'      Ami  so  likewise,  in  New  Jersey,  the 

"  ■      ajiiiff  exists.     It  is  Iield  there  that  a  innnicipal   govern- 

^'       inav  "*'^  imiioee  upon  a  street  railway  company,  who  al- 

"'       Iihtc  the  rijrlit  to  operate  their  road,  a  license  for  ihe  enjov- 

'   (■  ;tg  own  rif^bts;  and  that  a  penal  statnte  imposing  njnm 

"'  ^iniiaiiv  a  fine  or  penalty  for  so  operating  wiiiioiit  tlie  rc- 

•  xi  license,  is  void.'    It  is  also  held  thatsubscijnentordinanc'^ 

.i„ir  ihe  terras  of  the  original   restrictions   and   limitations 

Mined  in  the  charter,  and  renderii  g  them  more  onerons,  arc 

■   ■  lid.'    Subsequent  ordinances  enacting  eneh  impositions  r.re 

liiiei'tive  only  in  their  action,  and  confined  to  pnhseqnent  cor- 

,nitionft.' 

lint  B  hDnns  or  consideration  for  the  grant  may  be  required  in 
j.j,i,Tit;  thus,  wliile  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  pnrpose 
.■«  iiiihlic  street  that  the  city  authorities  allow  the  consinic- 
-,„  and  use  of  street  railways  therein,  where  power  is  given  I'V 
Isff  ti)  control  that  subject,  yet  it  is  a  legitimate  and  righlftil 
«,Tcise  of  such  power,  on  the  part  of  such  municipality,  to  iin- 
^^0  upon  the  company  obtaining  the  grant,  as  part  of  the  terms 

iMayor,  etc.,  of  New  Tort   e.  Sec-  and  Samec.  3d  Are.  R.  B.  Co-,  kw/'to. 

^,1   Avenue  R.   R.   Co.,  32  N.  Y.  (5  »Tbe  State  of  New  Jersey,  Hobokco 

^■idimy), '261:  Samer.   Third  AvenuB  4  Weehawken  Horee  R.  B.Co..  prtse- 

K.  II.  Co.,  33  N.  T.  (6  Tiffany),  42.  cutore,  r.  Tlie  Mayor  4  Council  of  Ihe 

^v  State  B.  Jersey  City,  .5  Dutch.  170;  City  of  Hoboken,    1   Vroom  (N.  J.). 

I'llyof  Cliiciit'oi'.  ShdJon.9\Vall.Wi  22r>. 

Ill,  Cent.  R.  K.  Co.  v.  City  of  Bloom-  'Thp  State  of  New  Jereey.  Hobokm 

inifton,    76    III.    447;    City    of    Des  4  Weehawken  Horse  R.  B.  Co..  pro«e- 

--   ■            Chi.,  R.  I.  4  I'ac.  By.  Co.,  cutnra.  p.  The  Major  4  Council  o»  the 

Siichlkensebeingillefnil,  City  of  Hoboken,   I  Vroom  (N.  J.), 

Ity  imposed  for  it»  enforce-  2'2^i. 

ilao  illesal.  and  thouith  penal  *The  Stale  of  New  Jemey,  Hoboken 

lire,  is  not  a  police  regulation,  4  Weehawken  Rome  B.  B.  Co.,  prose- 

tre  unauthorized  money  im-  cutort,  v.  The  Mayor  4  Council  of  tie 

N.  Y.  r.  2d  Ave.  R-  R.  Co.,  City  of  Hoboken,  tupra. 
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thereof,  the  payment  of  a  bonus  as  a  consideration  for  the  same; 
and  any  agreement  of  the  company  to  pay  the  same,  or  the  ac- 
ceptance and  exercise  of  the  grant  originally  made  upon  the 
terms  of  such  bonus,  will  be  enforced  in  law.* 

Where,  in  a  grant  of  a  right  of  way  by  a  municipal  corporation 
to  a  street  railway  company  in  the  streets  of  a  city,  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  city  surveyor  to  furnish  the  company  with  the 
lines  and  levels  for  the  building  of  the  road,  then  if  he  refuses  so 
to  do,  a  writ  of  mandamus  lies  to  compel  its  performance.'  And 
though  the  grant  be  at  lirst  of  questionable  validity,  j-et  the  city, 
by  the  passage  of  subsequent  ordinances  recognizing  its  exist- 
ence, and  by  receiving  payment  of  tlie  bonus  stipulated  for  as  a 
consideration  for  the  right,  is  estopped  to  deny  the  validity  of 
the  grant,  or  the  right  of  the  company  to  enjoy  the  same.  Such 
subsequent  action  of  the  city  amounts  to  a  ratification  of  the 
original  grant,  and  is  curative  thereof.* 

7.  Police  regulation  of. — The  grant  to  a  street  railway  com- 
pany of  the  right  to  construct  a  railway  in,  and  to  carry  pa3sen^'e!•s 
on,  over  and  upon  the  streets  of  a  city  or  otiier  municipality, 
does  not  exempt  the  company  from  subjection  to  the  reasonable 
police  regulations  of  such  municipality.*  Such  corporations  are 
subject  to  the  same  regulations  that  a  private  person  would  be 
subject  to  under  like  circumstances.'  And,  therefore,  where 
there  is  a  general  power  to  grant  liccjnses  of  business  in  the  city 
authorities,  they  may  legally  impose  on  such  street  railway 
company  the  payment  of  an  annual  license  for  the  exercise  of 
the  privilege;  for  in  respect  to  such  grant,  and  the  exercise  of 
the  privileges  conferred,  such  corporations  are  to  be  regarded  as 
inhabitants  of  the  city  or  other  municipality.' 


» Covington  Street  R.  W.  Co.  v.  City 
of  Covington,  9  Bush,  127. 

2  The  State,  ex  rel.  St.  Charles  R. 
R.  Co.,  V.  Cockreni,  25  La.  An.  356. 

» The  State,  ex  rel.  St.  Charles  R. 
R.  Co.,  f>.  Cockrem,  25  La.  An.  356. 
Where  the  right  to  amend  the  charter 
is  reserved,  the  legislature  may  author- 
ize another  company  to  lease  the  tracks 
of  the  first,  upon  making  reasonable 
compensation;  but  not  for  loss  of 
profits  arising  from   maintaining  the 

91 


second  company:  Metropolitan  R.  R' 
Co.  r.  Highland  St.  Ry.  Co.,  118 
Miuss.  290,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  285. 

*Frankford  &  Phila.  Passenger  R. 
W.  Co.  V.  City  of  Phila. .  58  Penn.  St. 
119. 

*  Frankford  &  Phila.  Passenger  R. 
W.  Co.  r.  City  of  Phila.,  58  Penn.  St. 
119. 

®  Frankford  k  Phila.  Passenger  R. 
AV.  Co.  V.  City  of  Phila.,  58  Penn.  St. 
1 19.  In  this  case,  the  case  of  the  City  of 
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A  Statute  provision  that  a  passenger  may  become,  npon  payin;:^ 
a  certain  sum  in  addition  to  tlie  regular  fare,  entitled  to  passai^e 
on  the  same  day  between  any  two  points  in  tire  city,  without 
further  payment,  "  tVvr  both  of  the  passages  aforesaid,*'  entitles 
the  passenger  so  paying  to  but  two  and  no  more  passages.* 

Where,  by  the  law  under  which  the  grant  of  the  right  of  way 
in  the  streets   of  a  city  is  made  to  a  street  railroad  company, 
there  is  reserved  to  the  city  the  right  to  regulate  and  control  the 
same  in  its  construction  and  reconstruction,  the  city   authori- 
ties may  require  the  railway  company  to  change  the  character   or 
kind  of  rails  used  upon  its  road,  when  the   public  necessities  de- 
mand it  as  a  matter  of  conformity  to  altered  improvements  of  the 
streets;'  and  when  the  public  good  requires  such  alteration    of 
street  improvements  as  necessarily  result  in  a  change  of  rail  by  the 
street  railway  company,  the  charter  rights  and  grant  of  the  riirlit 
of  way  of  the  company  are  no  answer  to  such    requisition,  for  it 
is  not  in  the  power  of  the  municipal  authorities  to  barter  away, 
or  dispose  of  by  contract,  actual  or  implied,  any  of  its  legitimate 
legislative  powers  that  are  required  to  be  exercised  for  the  gen- 
eral good."    And  if,  in  the  progress  of  such  needed  improvements, 
the  railroad  company  refuse  to  temporarily  remove  its  works 
when  in  the  way  thereof,  the  city  authorities  may  remove  the 
S'lme,  and  are  not  bound  to  replace  them;  and  no  action  lies 
therefor,  if  not  done  in  an  improper  maimer.* 

In  Peimsylvania,  where,  by  law,  a  special  remedy  is  provided, 
and  the  punishment  defined,  for  the  obstruction  of  public  cross- 


New  York  t'.  Second  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  82 
N  .Y.  261,  is  referred  to  and  disregard- 
ed, as  not  only  in  some  respects  differ- 
ent, as  allegred,  from  the  one  at  bar,  but 
iiUo  on  the  ground  that  the  municipal 
powers  of  the  city  of  New  York  are 
rejjfarded  as  less  than  those  of  Phila- 
dplphia.  Under  an  act  providing  for 
the  payment  of  a  tax  or  duty  upon  all 
sums  received  or  charged  for  the  hire, 
fare  or  conveyance  of  passengers,  it 
wa.s  held  the  Crown  was  entitled  to 
duty  on  the  whole  amount  received 
from  passengers,  even  though  it  ex- 
ceeded the  niiiximum  charge  allowcnl 
by  law;  and  so  were  entitled  to  duty 
on  an  extra  charge  made  to,  and  col- 


lected of,  passengers,  to  cover  this  very 
tax:  Atty.  Genl.  v.  London  &  North 
Western  Ry.  Co.,  Law  Rep.  6  Q.  I  J. 
Div.  216;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R. 
Cas.  578.  Duty  was  also  allowed  on 
fares  received  on  sleeping  cars,  and  lor 
the  extra  accommodations  thereon: 
Ibid. 

1  Wakefield  v.  South  Boston  R.  R. 
Co.,  117  Mass.  544,  6  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
2:38. 

3  Louisville  City  R.  W.  Co.  v.  The 
City  of  Louisville,  8  Bush  (Ky.),  41.>. 

8  Louisville  City  R.  W.  Co.  r.  The 
City  of  Louisville,  8  Bush  (Ky.),  41.") 

*  Louisville  City  R.  W.  Co.  r.  The 
City  of  Louisville,  8  Bush  (Ky.),  415. 
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ings  by  street  railways,  an  indictment  at  common  law  will  not 
lie  against  the  company  for  the  same,  although  the  act  com- 
plained of  be  such  as,  in  the  absence  of  such  special  provision, 
would  amount  to  a  nuisance.^ 

^  Brown  v.  Commonwealth,  3  S.  &  wealth,  22  Penn.  St.  (10  Harris),  365 ; 

R.  275;  Commonwealth  v.  Evans,  13  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kelly,  31  Penn. 

S.   &  R.  426;  Garman  v.  Gamble,  10  St.  (7  Casey),  372;  Commonwealth  f. 

Watts,  382;   McElhiney  v.  Common-  Capp,  48  Penn.  St.  (12  Wright),  53. 


I 


143-^ 


THE    LAW   OF    RAILWAYS. 


it  is  there  intimated  that  if  the  statute  were  applicable  as  a 
defense  at  all^  then  it  should  be  pleaded;*  and  no  doubt  such 
is  the  law. 

5.  Ordinary,  or  oommon  law,  liability  and  duties. — For  in- 
juries occasioned  by  negligence,  street  railway  companies  are 
liable,  as  others  are,  upon  common  law  principles,  and  no  more 
ao." 

In  actions  against  such  companies  for  personal  injuries  cansed 
by  the  Ciirs  leaving  the  track,  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  coin- 
l)any  to  show  that  there  was  no  fault  or  want  of  care  on  its 
part.' 

If  the  driver  of  a  car  has  authority  tx)  collect  fare,  and  to  expel 
passengers  for  non-payment,  his   master   is  liable  if  excessive 
Ibrce  and  violence  is  used  in  so  doing;  or  if,  as  driver,  he  negli- 
<:cntly  k'eeps  the  car  in  motion,  by  reason  of  which  the  expelled 
]>erson  is  run  over  and  injured.*     And  while  assisting  persons  on 
and  oflF  the  car,  if  the  driver  cause  an  injury   by  his   neij:ligence, 
the  companj'^  is  liable;*  and  so  if  he  direct  children  to  get  upon 
the  front  platform,  and  suddenly   start  the  car  so  as   to  injure 
them.' 

At  common  law,  the  mere  act  of  getting  upon  the  front 
platform  of  a  street  railway  car  as  a  passenger,  instead  of  re- 
maining inside  the  car,  will  not,  without  more,  be  attributed  to 
a  party,  by  the  court,  as  negligence  in  law,  or  legal  negligence, 
and  therefore  contributory  to  an  injury  received  by  a  passenger 
occupying  such  a  position  upon  the  car.^  And  the  law  is  the 
same  as  to  getting  upon  the  car  while  in  motion.'     Contributive 


*  Bums  V.  The  Bellefontaine  Rail- 
way Co.  of  St.  Louis,  50  Mo.  139. 

>  Louisville  &  Portland  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Smith,  2  Duvall,  556,  558. 

^  Louisville  &  Portland  R.  R.  Co. 
17.  Smith,  2  Duvall,  556;  Stokes  v. 
Saltonstall,  13  Pet.  193. 

*  Healey  v.  City  Passenger  R.  R. 
Co.,  28  Ohio  St.  23,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
63. 

5  Drew  V.  Sixth  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  26 
N.  Y.  49. 

0  Maher  v.  Central  Park,  N.  &  E. 
River  R.  R.  Co.,  67  N.  Y.  52,  15 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  293;  Brcnnan  *;,  Fair 


Haven  &  West.ville  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Conn. 
2'S4,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  263.  And  see 
this  rule  applied  to  an  adult  getting 
upon  the  car  while  in  motion:  Ep- 
pendorf  v.  Brooklyn  City  &  Newtown 
R.  R.  Co.,  69  N.  Y.  195,  18  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  97. 

^  Bums  r.  The  Bellefontaine  Railway 
Co.  of  St.  Louis,  50  Mo.  139;  Mettle- 
stadt  V.  Ninth  Av.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  How- 
ard's Pr.  428;  Spooner  i;.  Brooklyn 
City  R.  R.  Co.,  54  N.  Y.  230,  6  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  U)8. 

^  Eppendorf  i?.  B.  C.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 
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negligence  is  not  to  be  presumed  from  such  circumstances  alone.* 
If  a  passenger  be  accidentally  thrown,  or  falls,  from  a  street  car, 
without  any  negligence  of  the  company,  yet  if  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  driver  to  save  him  from  injury  by  stopping  the  car,  it  is 
his  duty  to  do  so,  and  the  omission  of  such  duty  is  such  negli- 
gence as  will  render  the  company  liable,  if  by  reason  thereof  in- 
jury ensue  to  the  passenger.' 

If  a  street  car,  in  stopping,  obstruct  a  Crossing,  it  is  not  an 
unlawful  act  or  a  trespass  for  one  seeking  to  cross  to  step  on  the 
platform  of  the  car  for  that  purpose;"  and  if,  while  thus  lawfully 
on  the  car,  he  is  thrown  off  by  the  driver,  the  company  will  be 
liable.* 

Negligence  is  not  imputable  to  children  of  such  tender  years 
as  to  be  incapable  of  observing  ordinary  care;*  and  to  allow 
such  infant  to  ride  upon  the  front  platform  of  a  street  railway 
car  is  negligence,  for  which  the  company  owning  the  car  will  be 
held   accountable.'     And  if  children  of    tender  years  are  thus 


*  Burns  v.  The  Bellefontaine  Rail- 
way Co  of  St.  Lou''^,  50  Mo.  lo9; 
Spooner  v.  Brooklyn  City  R.  R.  Co., 
8n]>ra;  Eppendorf  p.  B.  C.  &  N.  R.  R. 
Co.,  supra. 

«Chi.  West  Div.  R.  W.  Co.  v. 
Hufrhea,  69  111.  170.  And  proof  of  nejr- 
ligrence  of  this  character  is  admissible 
under  aji  avorment  that  "the  de- 
fendants 80  negligently  managed  the 
car  as  to  run  it  upon  and  over  plaint- 
iff '':  Brennan  v.  Fair  Haven  &  West- 
ville  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Conn.  284,  17 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  263. 

8  Shea  V.  Sixth  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.,  62 
N.Y.  180,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  154.  And 
even  if  a  plaintiff  is  to  be  regarded  as 
a  trespasser,  that  will  not  defeat  his 
right  of  action  for  negligence:  Bren- 
nan V.  Fair  Haven  &  Westville  R.  R. 
Co..  4r)  Conn.  284,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
26:^;  Hicks  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo. 
430,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  273. 

*Shea  V.  Sixth  Ave.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra. 

*  Pitts.,  Allegh.  &  Manchester  P«iss. 
R.W.  Co.  V.  Caldwen,74  Penn.  St.  421 ; 
East  Saginaw  City  Ry.  Co.  v.  Bohn, 


27  Mich.  503,  10  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  309; 
Bait.  City  Pass.  Ry.Co.  v.  McDonnell, 
43  Md.  5;^;  Weick  r.  Lander,  75  111. 
93;  Chi.  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Becker, 
76  111.  25;  S.  C.  84  III.  483;  Rockford, 
Rock  Island  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  De- 
laney,  82  III.  198;  O'Flaherty  r.  Union 
Ry.  Co.,  45  Mo.  70;  Donoho  v.  Vulcan 
Iron  Works,  7  Mo.  App.  447;  Walters 
V.  Chi.,  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry.  Co.,  41  la.  71; 
S.  C.  36  la.  458;  Govt.  Str.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hanlon,  53  Ala.  70;   Haycroft  v.  Lake 
Shore  &  Mich.   Southern   Ry.  Co.,  2 
Hun,  489;  S.  C.  64  N.  Y.   636;  Casey 
V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  &  H.  R.   R.  R.   Co.,  6 
Abb.  N.  C.  104;   S.  C.  78  N.  Y.   518. 
'^ Pitts.,  Allegh.  &  Manchester  Pass. 
R.  W.  Co.   V.  Caldwell,  74  Penn.  St. 
421;  East  Saginaw  City  Rj\  Co.    r. 
Bohn,  supra;  Maher  ».  Central  Park, 
N.  &  E.  River  R.  R.   Co.,   67  N.   Y. 
52,    15  Am.  Ry.   Kep.  293.     And  un- 
der such  circumstances,     negligence 
will  not  be  imputed  to  the   parent  in 
permitting  the  child  to    ride  on  the 
street  car  without  escort:   East   Sagi- 
naw City  Ry.  Co.  v.  Bohn,  supra. 
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In  North  Carolina  the  action  mnst  be  brousrht  within  two 
years  from  the  completion  of  the  road;  and  the  fact  that  the  rail- 
road company,  before  the  expiration  of  the  two  years,  had  insti- 
tuted proceedings  for  condemnation,  which  were  subsequently 
dismissed  "without  prejudice"  to  the  owners,  did  not  prevent  the 
statute  from  runnintr.' 

An  obligation  of  a  railroad  company  to  build  a  bridge  over 
right-of-way  grounds  granted,  at  such  place  as  the  grantor  shall 
designate,  implies  that,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  performance 
by  the  company,  the  gran  tor  will,  in  a  reasonable  time,  point  out 
the  place  or  locality  at  which  it  is  to  be  built.  If  this  be  not 
done  for  twenty  years,  specific  performance  will  not  be  decreed 
against  the  company;  but  will  be  denied  by  reason  of  the  grantor's 
laches  in  not  pointing  out  the  place  for  its  erection,  and  sooner 
claiming  performance  of  the  company.' 

2.  In  actions  for  injuries  to  live  stock. — Actions  for  dam- 
ages for  injuries  to  live  stock  are  not  in  the  nature  of  penal 
actions,  whether  for  single  or  for  double  damages;'  and  as  a 
sequence  thereto,  they  are  not  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions in  regard  to  suits  for  penalties.  Such  actions  are  simply 
actions  for  injuries  to  personal  property,  and  though  in  some 
cases  the  measure  of  damages  are  fixed  by  statute  as  double  the 
value  of  the  injury,  this  is  not  bj'  way  of  penalty,  but  is  for  com- 
pensation to  the  injured  party.*  It  is  the  ordinary  and  general 
statute  of  limitation  that  is  to  be  applied  to  these  actions^ 
whatever  that  be,  in  the  several  states  wherein  they  occur.' 
In  Iowa  their  limitation  is  five  j'ears  after  the  action  accrues;* 
and  the  statute  begins  to  run  from  the  time  of  inflicting  the  in- 
jury, as  well  when  the  suit  is  for  double  as  for  single  damages; 


I 


property,'*  within  Sec.  3.Ch.  laS,  R.  S., 
and  the  limitation  is  therefore  twenty 
yt^ars;  neither  Sees.  6  nor  22  of  that 
chapter  have  any  application.  And 
they  further  hold  that  a  delay  of  fif- 
teen years  did  not  constitute  a  waiver: 
Gilman  v,  Sheboviran  &  Fond  du  Lvu5 
R.  R.  Co.,  40  Wis.  65.%  13  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  468. 

1  Vinfion  r.  N.  Car.  R.  R.  Co.,  74  N. 
Car.  510, 13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  :i%. 

a  Williams  v.  Hart,  116  Mass.  513. 


'  Koona  r.  Chicagro  &  Northwestern 
Ry.  Co.,  23  Iowa,  493;  Coming  r. 
McCul lough,  1  Comst.  66;  Jefferson- 
ville  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Gabbert,  25  Ind. 
431. 

*Koons  V.  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Ry.  C/O.,  23  Iowa,  493;  JefFersonville 
R,  R.  Co.  V.  Gabbert,  25  Ind.  431. 

*  Koona  p.   The   Chicago  &  North- 
western Ry.  Co.,  23  Iowa,  493. 

®  Koons  V.  The  Chictigo  and  North- 
western Ry.  Co.,  23  Iowa,  493. 
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and  not,  if  in  the  latter  case,  from  service  of  the  notice  of  the 
injnry  under  the  statute  allowing  double  damages.  The  action 
has  accrued  before,  and  the  notice  affects  only  tlie  measure  of 
recovery,  and  not  the  right  thereof.' 

3.  In  actions  for  personal  injuries  to  employes. — If  the  action 
be  for  a  common  law  right  of  action,  as,  for  instance,  for  an  in- 
jury occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  the  principal,  then  the  or- 
dinary general  statute  of  limitations  of  actions  for  personal  inju- 
ries will  apply;  but  where  the  right  of  action  involved  is  statu- 
tory, as  in  cases  arising  under  the  statute  for  injuries  caused  to 
an  employe  by  the  negligence  of  a  co-emploj-e,  then  the  time 
of  limitation,  if  any,  is  that  given  in  the  statute  giving  the 
right  of  action,  if  tliere  be  a  limit  therein,  and  if  no  limitation 
therein,  then  the  limitation  will  be  governed  by  the  general 
statute  of  limitations,  if  broad  enough  to  cover  the  case.  In 
Iowa,  the  limitation  is  two  years,  and  is  now  fixed  b}-  the  code, 
but  originally  by  the  statute  which  conferred  the  right  of  action.' 

An  indictment,  under  the  statute,  against  a  railroad  corpora- 
tion for  causing  the  death  of  a  person  who  is  a  passenger,  is  not 
affected  by  the  statute  of  limitations  of  Massachusetts  in  regard 
to  "  actions  and  suits  for  any  penalty  or  forfeiture,  on  any  penal 
statute,  brought  by  any  person." '  And  though  by  statute  of 
1853,  ch.  414,  the  prosecution,  by  an  lindictinent  against  a  rail- 
road company  for  loss  of  life  in  said  state,  is  limited  to  one  year 
from  the  time  of  the  injury  causing  tlie  death,  yet  such  latter 
statute  is  no  bar  to  indictments  found  before  it  went  into  opera- 
tion.* 

In  Indiana,  the  limitation  in  actions  under  the  statute  for 
the  death  of  a  person  is  two  years,  reckoning  from  the  time  of  the 
death.*  In  Connecticut,  the  civil  action  *^iven  bv  statute  for 
the  wrongful  detith  of  a  person,  accrues  at  the  death,  but  the 
limitation  does  not  begin  to  run  until  letters  of  administration 
or  testamentary   have   been    issued   on   the   decedent's   estate.* 

»  Koons  fj.  The  Chicago  &  North-  Co.,  32  Ind.    113;    Pittsburgh,  Fort 

western  Ry.  Co.,  23  Iowa,  403.  Wayne  &  Chicago  Ry.  Co.  r.  Viniugg 

2  Code  of  1873,  432,  sec.  2529.  Adm'r,  27  Ind.  513. 

'Commonwealth  r.  Boston  &  Wor-  ®  Andrews  v.  Hartford  &  N.  Haven 

cester  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Cush.  512,  515.  R.  R.  Co..  :i4  Conn.  57.    And  see  Sher- 

*  Commonwealth  r.  Boston  &  Wor-  man  r.    Western  Stage  Co.,  24  la 
cester  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Cush.  512,  516.  515. 

*  Hanna  v.  The  JefFersonville  R.  R. 
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In  Alabama,  the  limitation  is  one  year,  and  be^rins  to  rnn  from 
the  day  of  tlie  death.*  In  Iowa,  the  limitation  is  two  years,*  and 
runs  from  the  time  the  action  aecrnes,  which  is,  from  the  date  of 
the  injury.* 

5.  In  actions  for  dividends  of  capital   stock. — The   rule  laid 
down  in  Pennsylvania  is,  that  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not 
run  against  a  claim  for  dividends  of  capital  stock  until  after  de- 
mand made  and  refus-al   to  pay,    or  notice  to  the  shareholder 
that  his  right  to  dtvidends  is  denied.*     The  Supreme  Court  of 
that   state  say,    Woodward,   J.:     "It   may    well    be  doubted 
whether  under  our  acts  of  assembly  any  incorporated  company 
can   set  up  the   statute  of    limitations  against  a  stockholder's 
dividends.     It  certainly  can   not  be  done  until  after  a  demai.d 
and  refusal,  or  notice  to  a  shareholder   that  his  right    to  divi- 
dends is  denied."*     To  our  mind,  the  company  do  not  stand   in 
the  character  of  an  ordinary  debtor,  as  to  dividends  declared  and 
unpaid,  but  rather  in  the  position  of  a  trustee,  nvho  is  not  liable 
to  suit  before  demand,  and  against  whom  the  statute  does  not 
run. 

6.  In  actions  against  foreign  corporations. — To  a  plea  of  tlie 
statute  of  limitations  put  in  by  a  corporation  when  sued  in  a 
different  state  than  that  wherein  it  legally  exists,  a  replication  is 
good  that  avers  the  defendant  to  be  a  foreign  corporation,  exist- 
ing in,  and  organized  under  the  laws  of,  a  different  state  than 
the  one  wherein  the  suit  is  pending.'  Such  corporation  can  not 
transfer  or  carry  its  corporate  capacity  into  a  different  state 
than  that  wherein  it  is  created.^  But  it  may  do  business  in 
another  state;'  and  if,  for  such  purpose,  it  has  agencies  therein, 


) 


»Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Lacpy,  49  Geo.  106. 
2  Code  of  1873,  sec.  '.r>27,  2529. 
8  Code  of  1873,  sec.  2527,  pa^e  431. 

*  Phila.,  Wilmingfton  &  Baltimore  R 
R.  Co.  V.  Cowell,  28  Penn.  St.  (4  Ciisey), 
329,  339. 

*  Phila.,  Wilmington  &  Baltimore 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Cowell,  supra. 

•North  Mo.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  AKers,  4 
Kansas,  453,  475;  Olcott  v.  The  Tioga 
K.  R.  Co.,  20  N.  Y.  210;  Thompson  v. 
The  Tioga  R.  R.  Co.,  36  Barb.,  79; 


BloHsburg  &  Corning  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
The  Tioga  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Blatch.  (U. 
S.  C.  C),  :^7. 

'  Bank  of  Augusta  r.  Earle,  13  Pet. 
568;  Paulr.  Com.  of  Va.,  8  Wall.  168. 

8  Bank  of  Augusta  v.  Earle,  13  Pet. 
568;  Christian  Union  v.  Yount,  101  IT. 
S.  352;  Black  v.  Del.  &  R.  Canal  Co.,  7 
C.  E.  Green.  130, 422;  S.  C.  9  id.  455; 
O'Brien  v.  Wetherell,  14  Kans.  616; 
Claremont  Bridge  v,  Royce,  42  Vt. 
730. 
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it  may  be  therein  snel,  if  the  local  laws  so  provide.*  Bnt  where 
there  is  no  local  law  authorizin«:  service  on  such  resident  local 
agent,  as  for  service  upon  th?  company  personally,  proceedings 
i?i  rem  only  will  lie  a^j^ainst  the  foreign  corporation.' 

The  ruling  in  New  York  is  that  foreign  corporations,  that  is, 
corporations  of  other  states  of  the  (Tnitcd  States,  can  not  avail 
themselves  of  the  statute  of  limitations  of  New  York  in  a  suit 
against  them  in  that  state;  that  the  exception  in  the  statute  of 
jiorsons  out  of  the  state,  applies  as  well  to  corporations  of  an- 
other state  as  to  natural  persons  absent  or  residing  out  of  the 
ptato,  and  that  therefore  the  statute  does  not  run  afjainst  such 
cor]H>rations.*  And  thij»,  too,  although  they  have  an  agency  in 
New  York,  and  a  resident  agont  there,  on  whom  process  in  the  case 
mav  be  leirallv  vserved;  and  have  had,  durini;  tlie  titne  the  statute 
is  claimed  to  have  run,  and  on  whom,  under  the  local  law  of  New 
York,  process  was  servable.* 

7.  In  actioDB  on  sabscriptions  to  capital  stock. — A  contract 
of  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  a  railroa<l  corporation  is 
but  an  orditmry  contract  to  sell  and  to  purchase  the  ?tock,  and  as 
such,  is  subject  to  the  statute  of  limitations.*  If  no  8tej)S  be 
taken  to  enforce  payment  within  the  titne  limited  for  enlbrce- 
me.Tt  of  such  class  of  contracts  by  law,  the  same  will  be  barred, 
unless  the  statute  be  suspended  in  its  effects  by  some  exception 


'  Baldwin  and  wife  v.  Miss.  &  Mo. 
R.  R.  Co.,  5  Iowa.  .^19;  Richardson 
V.  R.  &  M.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Iowa,  262; 
Slavons  v.  South  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  51 

Mo.  \m. 

'^Andrews  r.  Michigan  Ct»nt.  R.  R. 
Co.,  90  Mass.  534;  S.  C.  1  With.  Corp. 
Cas.  G-JO,  6-21;  Bamett  r.  Chicapro  & 
L.  II,  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Thomp.  &  C.  «"8; 
S.  C.  4  lliin,  114:  Ojrdensburjf  &  L.  C. 
11.  R.  Co.  r.  Vt.  &  Can.  R.  R.  Co.,  6 
Thomp.  &  C.  4.S9. 

3  Thompson  r.  The  Tiopra  R.  R.  Co., 
no  Bijrb.  79;  Olcott  v.  The  Same,  '20 
N.  Y.  '210;  Rathbun  r.  The  North- 
ern Cent.  Ry.  Co..  50  N.  Y.  6:.G; 
Mallory  i>.  Tioga  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Ab- 
bott's Ct.  of  Ap.  139;  Tioga  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  The  Blossburg    &  Corning  R.   R, 


Co.,  20  Wall.    137,  143. 

♦Rathbun  r.  The  Northern  Cent. 
Ry.  Co.,  r)0  N.  Y.  C")0;  Tio?a  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Blossburg  k  Corning  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  Wad.  137,  14:^  144.  150.  In 
the  case  here  cited  from  20  Wail,, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit>'d 
States  (Justice  Miller  dissenting)  fol- 
low tho  rulings  of  New  York, and  con- 
sider the  court  above  bound  by  th^-m, 
the  case  roming  up  from  that  sta'e. 

*  Pittsburgh  &  Connellsville  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Byprs,  32  Penn.  St.  (8  Casey), 
22;  McCully  v,  Pittsburgh  &  Con- 
nellsvdle  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Penn.  St.  (8 
Casey),  25;  Pittsburgh  &  Connells- 
Tille  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Graham,  36  Penn.  St. 
(12  Ca.sey),  77, 
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known  to  the  law.'  The  means  to  be  resorted  to  for  its  enforce- 
ment is  bv  calls  for  assessments;  and  if  no  call  be  made  witliin 
the  time  of  limitation,  the  right  to  call  for  the  6anie  is  barred,  by 
analoii:y  to  the  statute.' 

Such  being  the  legal  status  of  contracts  of  subscription  to  cap- 
ital stock,  it  follows  therefrom  that  if  the  calls  be  made  within 
the  time  of  limitation,  and  no  suit  be  commenced  for  the  pay- 
ments called  for  within  the  time  of  limitation  of  actions,  coiint- 
ini^  from  the  time  the  ritrht  of  action  accrues  bv  the  makins:  of 
the  call  or  calls,  then  the  right  of  action  which  accrued  to  the 
company  by  the  making  of  the  call  or  calls  is  barred.' 

8.  In  actions  for  statute  penalties. — In  Iowa,  the  limitation 
of  actions  for  statute  penalties  is  two  years;  after  the  expiration 
of  that  time  the  action  is  barred.* 

9.  "When  limitation  begins  to  run. — Where,  by  act  of  assem- 
bly granting  a  subsidy  in  bonds  of  a  state  to  a  railroad  corpora- 
tion, to  aid  in  or  promote  the  construction  of  a  raih'oad,  a  time 
is  limited  in  which  acceptance  of  the  same  by  the  company'  is 
to  be  effected  and  notice  thereof  given  to  the  executive,  such 
time  begins  to  run  onl}^  from  the  time  of  publishing  the  act,  and 
not  from  the  date  of  its  passage,  if  there  be  no  provision  in  tliat 
respect  to  the  contrarj'.**  In  such  case,  the  authorities  of  the 
state  whose  duty  it  is  to  publish  the  laws  can  not»deprive  the 
company  of  the  benefit  of  the  act  by  delay  in  its  publication. 
Such  a  construction  of  the  law  would  enable  the  mere  agents  of 
the  state  to  defeat,  in  respect  to  legislation,  the  expressed  will 
of  the  legislature.' 

Where  a  subscriber  to  the  capital  stock  of  a  railroad  company 
himself  holds  the  subscription  paper  to  which  he  subscribci^, 
then  the  true  date  of  his  subscription  is  the  time  of  delivery  of 
such  pa]^er  to  the  company.  Delivery  is  an  essential  part  of 
the  Execution  of  a  written  contract,  without  which  there  is  no 

"Pittsburgh  &  Co' nellsville  R.  R.  *  Code  of  1873,   title    "of  Limita- 

Co.    V.    Graham,    36    Penn.  St.    (12  tion  of  Actions,"  p.  432,  sec.  2529. 

Casey),  77.  *  State  of  Louisiana  v.  The  North 

2  Pittsburgh  &  Connellsville  R.  R.  Louisiana  k  Texas  R.  R.  Co.,  25  La 
Co.  f?.  Graham.  86  Penn.  St.  77;  P.  &  Ann.  65. 

C.  R.   R.   Co.  tJ.    Byors,   supra ;  Mc-  •  State  of  Louisiana  c.  North  Louis- 
Cully  V.  P.  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  iana  &  Texas  R.  R.  Co.,  25  La.  Ann. 

3  P.   &  C.  R.  R.   Co.  p.   Graham,  65. 
supra. 
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validity.'  It  follows  from  this  principle  that  the  statute. of  limita- 
tions only  beo^ins  to  run,  as  aj^ainst  a  contract  of  subscription  to 
the  capital  stock  of  a  railroad  company,  from  the  time  of  delivery 
of  the  written  contract.' 

Where,  under  the  laws  of  Louisiana,  the  affairs  of  an  insolv- 
ent railroad  corporation  are  placed  by  decree  of  court  in  the 
hands  of  a  liquidator,  and  he  is  ordered  to  collect  in  the  assets, 
such  order  is  not  a  money  judgment,  but  is  merely  a  directory 
judgment  or  decree,  requiring  the  liquidator  to  perform  a  duty 
resulting  from  his  office — a  duty  which  he  might  perform  with- 
out being  specially  ordered  thereto;  therefore  the  statute  of 
said  state  limiting  actions  on  money  judgments  to  ten  years, 
has  no  application  to,  and  does  not  work  a  prescription  to,  an  ac- 
tion or  suit  instituted  after  ten  years  by  such  liquidator,  to  col- 
lect in  the  assets  of  the  corporation,  although  the  pro(.'eeding  be 
set  on  foot  in  virtue  of,  and  in  obedience  to,  such  original  order 
or  decree.* 

Limitation,  that  is,  prescription,  of  actions  ex  delicto,  in 
Louisiana,  is  one  year.*  This  limitation,  or  prescription,  as 
termed  in  said  state,  applies  as  well  to  claims  put  in  by  a  de- 
fendant by  way  of  set-off,  but  there  termed  reconrention,  as  to 
the  claim  of  plaintiff  upon  which  suit  be  brought.'  Thus, 
where  suit  was  brought  against  a  railroad  company  for  damaires 
for  killing  an  animal,  and  the  company  set  up  by  way  of  de- 
fense that  the  killing  was  occasioned  by  unavoidable  force, 
and  claimed  in  turn,  by  way  of  reconvention,  damages  from 
plaintiff  for  injur}''  caused  to  the  defendant's  cars  and  track  by 
the  collision  with  the  animal,  to  which  latter  claim  plaintiff  o]>- 
posed  the  plea  of  one  year's  prescription;  and  it  ap|)earing  that 
more  than  one  year  had  intervened  between  the  time  of  the  in- 
jury and  the  making  of  the  claim  of  reconvention,  the  court  held 

»  Pittsburjfli  &  Connellsville  R.  R.  son  R,  R.  Co.  v.  Whitaker,  22  La.  An. 

Co.    t.     Plummer,    37    Penn.  St.    (1  209;    Liquidator  of  Clinton   &    Port 

Wright).  413;  New  Hampshire  Cent.  Hudson  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lee,  22  La.  An. 

R.  R.  Co.  V.  John5?on»  30  N.  H.  390;  2.^7. 

Corwith  p.  Culver.  C9  III.  -^jO?.  *  Harris  v.  N.  Orleans,  Opolousas  & 

« Pittsburgh  &  Connellsville  R.  R.  Great  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  La.  An.  140. 

Co.    V,   Plnmmer,    37    Penn.  St.     (1  *  Harris  v.  N.  Orleans,  Opolousas  & 

Wright),  413.  G.  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  La.  Ad.  )41. 


t 


Liquidator  of  Clinton  &  Port  Hud- 


1452  THE    LAW    OF    RAILWAYS. 

tliat  tli^  claim  of  r^convontion  was  barred  by  limitation,  and  Hie 
suprcnn?  court   atlirmed   tbe  ruling.* 

In  tliese  ca^c:*  under  the  Louisiana  civil  codo,  the  constrnctioii 
of  the  courts  of  that  state  is  that  the  prescription  or  limitation 
boirins  to  run  from  the  date  at  which  the  actual  injury  or  dam- 
age is  sustained.  To  illustrate  the  principle,  the  court  suppose 
the  ca>e  of  undermining  a  party  wall  so  that  it  falls  at  a  subse- 
quent date — prescription  is  calculated  from  the  time  of  the  fall- 
\u'^  of  the  wall,  and  not  from  the  time  of  committing  the  act. 
So.  if  one  secretly  saw  the  beams  of  a  bridge,  so  that  at  a  subsr- 
qni'iit  time  it  ffiUs,  and  by  the  fall  one  is  maimed,  the  time  of 
]tn"^crif)tion  or  limitation  is  to  be  calculated  from  the  time  at 
wliicb  the  damage  is  incurred.  Time  is  to  be  calculated  from 
the  date  of  the  injuries  or  fatal  result,  and  not  from  the  time  of 
committing  the  act  that  subsequently  leads  to  it.' 

And  so,  iin'ler  said  code,  in  actions  ex  contractu^  where  a 
contract  liability  is  made  dependent  on  a  contingency,  the  limit- 
ation, or  prescription,  as  there  termed,  begins  to  run  only  from 
the  happening  of  the  contingency  fixing  the  liability;  and  the 
proscripti(»n  or  limitation  is  ten  years.'  Tlius,  where  capital 
stock  of  a  railroad  company  hecomes  paj-able,  by  the  terms  of 
subscription,  upon  demand  thereof  by  the  company,  or  the  au- 
thorities administering  the  affairs  thereof,  prescription  does  not 
be^rin  to  run  against  the  right  to  collect  the  same  until  such 
demand  be  made.* 

Althouirh  direct  and  continuous  trusts  are  not  affected  bv  the 
statute  of  limitations,  yet  where  the  trust  is  temporary  in  point 
of  time,  as,  for  instance,  the  trust  arising  from  the  ofBce  of  rail- 
road director,  the  trust  ceases  when  the  office  ceases;'  there- 
fore the  statute  of  limitations,  which  commences  to  run  when 
there  is  no  longer  any  trust,  may  be  successfully  invoked  as  a  de- 
fense to  actions  growing  out  of  the  doings  of  such  directors  as  to 
the  mistaken  or  other  abuse  of  their  trust.'     If  the  proceeding 

niarris  v.  N.  Orleans,  Opelousas  &  *  Liquidator  of  Clinton  &  PortHud- 

G.  W.  R.  K.  Co.,  16  La.  An  140.  Pon  R.  R.  Co-  r.  Eason  and  wife,  14 

^Mestier  v.  N.  Orleans,  Opelousas  La.  An.  828. 

&  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.  et  aL,  16  '^  Lexinofton  &  Ohio  R.   R.  Co.  r. 

La.  An.  I3o4.  Bridges,  7  B.  Mon.  556,  559,  560. 

^  Liquidator  of  Clinton  <fe  Port  Hud-  ®  Lexinprton   &   Ohio  R.  R.  Co.   v. 

Bon  R.  R.  Co.   r.  I'lason  and   wife,  14  Bridges,  7  B.  Mon.  556,  559,  560. 
La.  An.  82S. 
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he  in  cliancery,  then  the  chancellor  will  apply  the  limitation  to 
the  case  by  analogy  to  the  statute.* 

And  where  an  exception  to  the  running  of  the  statute  is  made 
in  cases  of  mistakes,  it  is  mistakes  only  of  the  injured  or  coni- 
])laining  party;  therefore  such  an  exception  will  not  prevent 
the  punning  of  the  statute  in  favor  of  a  director,  when  sued  for 
mistakenly  declaring  a  dividend  to  the  injury  of  creditors.' 
And  so  they  are  protected,  if  in  equity,  by  lapse  of  time.' 

"  Lexinffton  &  Ohio  R.  R.   Co.  r.      Bridges,  7  B.  Mon,  556,  561,  562. 
Bridges,  7  B.  iMon.  556,  559,  560.  •  Lexingrton  &   Ohio  R.   R.  Co.   r. 

•  Lexington  &  Ohio  R.    R.    Co.  r.      Bridges,  supra,  and  563. 


CHAPTER  LXV. 


SPECIFIC  PERFORMANCE. 


Section. 

Will  be  decreed  of  contract  to  con- 
vey land  for  right  of  way         .      1 

Agreement  and  award  to  pnrchase 
land  .  ....      2 

Parliamentary  contract  to  take 
land  for  railroad  purposes        .      8 

Will  be  decreed  to  enforce  contract 
for  farm  crossings     ...      4 

Will  be  decreed  to  enforce  contract 
for  use  of  track         .        .        .      5 

Will  be  decreed  for  possession  of 
mortgaged  railroad,  if  posses- 


Section 

sion  be  contracted  for        .  -      6 

For  construction  of  railroad,  "will 
not  be  decreed  ...  .7 

Not  decreed  of  contract  to  operate 
a  railroad  ...  .8 

Will  not  be  enforced  to  transfer 
capita]  stock     ...  .9 

Of  ultra  vires  contracts,  will  not 
be  decreed        ...  ,10 

When  a  remedy  exists  at  law,  or 
right  is  doubtful,  will  not  be  de- 
creed          11 


1.      Will  be  decreed  of  a  contract  to  convey  land  for  rigbt  of 
way. — The  epecitic  performance  of  an  agreement  to  convey  land 
for  a  right  of  way  to  a  railroad  company,  on  either  one  of  two  or 
more  specitied  routes,   if  pursued  by  the  company,  will  be  de- 
creed against  a  land  holder,  after  boiia  jlde  performance  of  the 
company,  by  building  the  road  upon  one  of  the  routes  specified.' 
Nor  is  it  any   objection  to  a  decree  of  specific  performance  of 
such  an  undertaking,  that  the  company  itself  had  not  executed 
the  agreement,  or  bound  itself  to  perform ;  actual  performance 
Nvill  stand  in  lieu  of  such  obligation,  and  more  especially  when 
tlie  erection  of  the  road  is  followed  by  actual  possession  and  use 
of  the  premises  for  a  period  of  several  years." 

This  being  a  case  dependent  on  choice  of  routes  as  a  consid- 
eration, and  not  involving  objections  as  an  oral  agreement 
within  the  statute  of  frauds,  seems  not  to  be  in  conflict  with  the 
case  in  51  Georgia,  where  it  is  held  that  an  oral  promise  or 
agreement  to  convey  land  to  a  railroad  company  for  right-of- 

» Western  R.  R.  Co.  t>.  Babcock,  6      Met.  346;  Old  Colony  R.  R.  Co.  f. 
Mot.  846.  Evans,  6  Gray,  25. 

3  Western  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Babcock,  6 

0454) 
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way  purposes,  in  consideration  of  a  promise  to  erect  a  station 
and  depot  near  to  the  premises  of  the  land  holder  so  agreein«f 
to  conve3^,  is  void,  as  within  the  statute  of  frauds;*  this,  too, 
although  the  company  take  possession  and  appropriate  the  right- 
of-way  land  to  its  use.  Such  taking  possession  is  not  regarded 
as  taking  the  case  out  of  the  statute  of  frauds;  for  by  the  statute 
in  regard  to  right  of  way,  the  coin))any  has  a  right  to  take  the 
land,  and,  therefore,  are  not  regarded  as  entering  into  the  pos- 
session by  conse;it  of  the  promisor,  which  is  essential  to  taking 
the  case  out  of  the  h*atute,  but  are  rather  regarded  as  having 
entered  in  the  exercise  of  its  le^al  right  so  to  do." 

A  railroad  company  which  takes  and  holds  possession  under 
a  contract  of  purchase,  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  by  an  award,  is  not 
in  a  condition  to  resist  a  specific  performance  on  the  ground  of  an 
incumbrance  in  the  title,  which  is  removed  before  proceeding  to 
enforce  performance,  and  within  a  few  days  of  the  time  when 
the  deed  should  be  made,  where  time  is  not  of  the  essence  of  the 
contract,  and  the  company  still  holds  possession  of  the  land.' 
Nov  is  it  an  objection  to  a  decree  for  performance  that  improper 
items  of  value  were  included  in  the  estimate  of  the  price,  where 
the  same  is  known  to  the  company,  and  with  such  knowledge 
they  enter  on  and  retain  the  possession  of  the  land.* 

A  bond  executed  in  consideration  of  the  location  of  a  depot  in 
a  certain  place,  and  conditioned  to  convey  a  right  of  way  through 
a  certain  tract  of  land,  "and  also  seven  acres  of  land  in  said  sec- 
tion, tract  and  orchard,  adjoining  to  said  ri'ght  of  way  on  either 
side  thereof,"  is  sutKcieutly  definite  to  decree  a  specific  perform- 
ance thereof.*  The  true  construction  of  such  a  bond  is,  to  grant 
the  right  of  way  wherever  the  company  may  choose  to  establish 
it,  with  three  and  one  half  acres  on  each  side  thereof  throui]:h 
the  entire  tract,  and  of  uniform  width.*  It  is  no  defense  to 
such  an  action  that  the  bond  was  delivered  to  a  third  person  in 
escrow,    if  the   bond   was   delivered  to   the   railroad  company 

*  Haisten,  pltff.  in  error,  v.  Savan-  '  Viele  v.  Troy  &  Boston  R.  R.  Co., 

nah,  Griffin  &  N.  Alabama  R.  R.  Co.,  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith),  184. 

51  Geo.  199;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  W.  Reps.  *  Viele  v.  Troy  &  Boston  R.  R.  Co.. 

424.  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith),  184. 

'Haisten,  pltfF.  in  error,  v.  Savan-  *Chide.ster  v.  Sprinf?field  &    111.  S. 

nah,  Griffin  &  N.  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.,  51  E.  Ry.  Co.,  59  111.  87,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 

Geo.  199;  S.  C.  6  Am.  R.  W.  Reps.  18'^. 

424.  ^Ibid. 
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and  acted  upon  by  them  witliout  knowledge  of  any  conditions.* 
2.  Agreement  and  award  to  purchase  land. — Where  a  land 
holder  agrees  to  sell  to  a  railroad  corporation  lands,  at  a  price  to 
be  fixed  by  arbitration,  as  the  consideration  for  the  land  agreed 
to  be  sold,  and  also  as  compensation  for  damages  to  other  lands 
of  such  land  holder  caused  by  the  construction  of  the  road,  the 
lauds  80  sold  being  for  railroad  purposes,  and  after  arbitration, 
but  before  completing  the  bargain  by  conveyance  and  payment 
of  the  purchase  money,  the  land  owner  dies,  a  specific  perform- 
ance of  the  contract  will  be  decreed  ai'ainstthe  administrator  and 
heirs  of  the  deceased.'  And  where,  in  such  case,  the  necessity 
of  the  suit  has  grown  out  of  the  omission  of  the  land  holder  to 
make  and  deliver  a  conveyance,  the  costs  of  suit  will  be  allowed 
out  of  the  purchase  money.* 

3.  Parliamentary  contract  to  take  land  for  railroad  par- 
poses. — In  England,  notice  from  the  railroad  corporation  to  the 
land  holder  of  determination  to  take  of  his  lands,  under  the 
statute,  for  railroad  purposes,  describing  the  same,  amounts  in 
law,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Parliament  upon  the  subject,  to  a 
contract  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  company  to  purchase  the 
lands  at  valuation,  if  the  parties  do  not  agree  as  to  the  price.* 
After  such  notice,  the  railroad  corporation  can  not  recede  there- 
from.* It  is  held  that  it  is  bound  as  by  a  contract  to  purchase, 
wanting  in  nothing  but  identification  of  the  price.*  The  means 
of  fixing  this  the  statute  provides  for  to  a  certainty.  The  noti- 
fication not  being  followed  by  the  railroad  corporation  by  the 
necessary  steps  to  ascertain  the  value  and  complete  the  contract 
of  purchase,  e((uity  will  interpose,  on  application  of  tlie  land 
holder,  and  coerce  a  specific  performance  on  the  part  of  the  rail- 
road company.     If  necessary,  the  court  will  cause  the  means  to 


^Ibid. 

«  The  Midland  Counties  R.  W.  Co. 
V.  Wescombs,  infants,  and  J.  Wes- 
comb,  2  Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases, 
211;  Inge  V.  Birmingham,  \V.  &  S.  V. 
R.  W.  Co.,  23  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  Reps. 
601. 

»  The  Midland  Counties  R.  W.  Co. 
V.  Wescombs,  2  E.  R.  W.  &  Canal 
Cases,  211. 


*  Walker  v.  The  Ea^tem  Comities  R. 
W.  Co.,  5  Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases, 
469. 

*  Walker  r.  The  Ea«tem  Counties  R. 
W.  Co.,  5  Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases, 
469. 

*  Walker  v.  The  Eastern  Counties  R. 
W.  Co.,  6  Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases, 
469. 
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be  applied  for  ascertainment  of  the  price,  and  when   ascertained, 
will  enforce  performance.* 

4.  "Will  be  decreed  to  enforce  contract  for  farm  crossings. — 
Specific  performance  of  contracts  of  railroad  corporations  with 
owners  of  lands  along  the  line  of  their  roads  for  the  erection  of 
farm  crossings  over  their  roads  and  other  conveniences  of  a  local 
and  permanent  character,  will,  when  the  contract  is  certain,  and 
tlie  injury  for  breach  thereof  is  continuous,  and  of  a  nature  pre- 
cluding any  adequate  remedy  in  damages  by  suit  at  law,  be  spe- 
cifically enforced  in  equity.'  And  so  of  a  contract  to  maintain 
a  station  at  a  particular  place.' 

5.  Will  be  decreed  to  enforce  contract  for  use  of  track. — 
Specific  performance  will  be  decreed  to  enforce  contracts  of  a 
permanent  nature  between  railroad  corporations  for  running  on 
and  use  of  eacli  other's  tracks,  or  of  the  track  of  one  corporation 
by  the  trains  of  another;*  and  such  an  agreement,  if  not  limited, 
extends  to  the  successors  of  the  contracting  roads,  as  well  as  to 
the  contracting  parties.' 

In  New  York,  it  is  held  that  the  leo^islaturc  may  authorize  a 
railroad  company  to  use  the  tracks  of  another,  sulyect  to  mak- 
ing compensation  therefor.* 

6.  Will  be  decreed  for  possession  of  mortgaged  railroad,  if 
possession  be  contracted  for. — Where  a  mortgage  of  a  railroad, 
being  in  other  respects  valid,  contains  a  provision  that  on  failure 

*  Walker  v.  The  Eastern  Counties  R.  em  Counties  R.  W.  Co.,  12  Eng.  L.  & 
W.  Co.,  6  Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases,  E.  Rep.  224;  S.  C.  9  Hare,  306;  An- 
4S9.  diosco<7ffin  &   Kennebec  R.  R.  Co.  v. 

2  Storer  r.  Great  W.  R.  W.  Co.,  2  The  Androscoj^gin  R,  R.  Co.,  52  Maine, 
Younge  &  Coll.  (Chan.),  48;  Same  case,      417. 

3  Eng.   R.  W.   &   Canal  Cases,  106;  »  Great  Northern  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Tlie 

Wilson  p.  FurnessRy.  Co.,  LawRop.,  Manchester,  Sheffield  &  L.  R.  W.  Co., 

9  Eq.  Cas.  28;  Green  r.West  Cheshire  10  Eng.  L.  &  E.  Reps.  11. 
Ky.  Co.,  Law  Rep.,  13  Eq.  Cas.  44.  *In  the  matter  of  Kerr,  42  Barb. 

3  The  Earl  of  Lindsay  i\  Great  North-  119;  Sixth  Ave.  R.  R.  Co.  t'.  Kerr,  4.") 
ern  R.  W.  Co.,  19  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  87;  Barb.  i:J8.  And  see  State  t?.  Easton  & 
Rigby  V.  The  Great  Western  R.  W.  Anil»by  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Vroom,  181; 
Co.,  4  Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal  Cnses,  175.  Mass.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Boston,  C.  & 

*  The  Great  Northern  Railway  Co.  F.  R.  R.  Co.,  121  Mass.  124;  Lake 
V.  The  Manchester,  Sheffield  &  L.  R.  Sliore  &  Mich.  Southern  Ry.  Co.  v. 
W.  Co..  10  Eng.  L,  &  E.  Reps.  11;  Cin.,  Sandusky  &  Cleveland  Ry.  Co., 
Same  case,  5  De  Gex  &  Sniale,  IMH;  30  Ohio  St.  604. 

Great  Northern  Ry.  Co.  v.  The  E  ist- 
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to  pay  certain  payments  therein  specified,  accordin^^  to  the  tenor 
thereof,  that  the  mort;^Mgee  may  enter  into  actual  possession  of 
the  mortij:aged  property  and  franchises,  and  run  and  operate  the 
same,  with  fnll  control  thereof,  and  apply  the  net  proceeds  to  the 
payment  of  the   mortgage  debt,  a  court   of  equity   has  juris- 
diction to  decree  a   specific  performance   of  the  condition,  and 
will,   by  decree,   cause   a  specific  performance  by  putting  tlie 
mortgagee  into  possession,  upon  failure  to  pay  according  to   the 
tenor  of  the  mortgage.*     A  bill  in  equity  for  enforcing  a  specific 
performance   is,  in  such  cases,   the  proper    remedy,    and    the 
mortgagee  is  not  bound  to  first  seek  a  remedy  by  foreclosure,  at 
law,  under    the  statute.*    The  one  remedy  is  to   foreclose;   the 
other  is  to  obtain  possession,  operate  the  road,  pay  the  debt  with 
the  proceeds,  and  leave  the  ownership    in  the  original  owners, 
in  accordance  with,  and  by  virt^ieof,  the  contract  of  the  parties. 
The  mortgagees  in  such  case  do  not  claim  to  go  into  possession 
under  the  law  of  foreclosure,  but  by  forcing,  in  equity,  the  per- 
formance of  that  part  of  the  contract  which  entitles  them  to  pos- 
session.' 

7.  For  conBtractlon  of  railroads,  will  not  be  decreed. — Tlie 
courts  will  not  decree  a  specific  performance  for  the  building  of 
a  railroad.  Equity  is  not  the  remedy.  If  the  relief  be  asked  by 
a  private  person,  for  performance  of  a  contract,  or  by  the  com- 
pany against  a  private  person,  to  enforce  performance  of  aeon- 
tract  of  construction,  it  will  be  denied,  on  the  ground  that  the 
remedy  is  at  law,  and  equity  will  not  enforce  that  which  can 
not  be  done  at  once,  and  be  effected,  if  need  be,  by  its  own  decree.* 


*  Shepley  and  others  v.  The  Atlantic 
&  St.  Lawrence  R.  R.  Co.,  and  Grand 
Trunk  R.  W.  Co.  of  Canada,  55 
Maine,  891);  Shaw  and  others,  trustees, 
r.  Norfolk  County  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Gray, 
162. 

2  Shepley  and  others  v.  Atlantic  & 
St.  Lawrence  R.  R.  Co.,  and  Grand 
Trunk  R.  W.  Co.  of  Canada,  55 
Maine,  395. 

^  Shepley  and  others  v.  Atlantic  & 
St.  Lawrence  R.  R.  Co.,  and  Grand 
Trunk  R.  W.  Co.  of  Canada,  55 
Maine,  395,  097. 

*  Ross    V.    Union    Pacific  Ry.    Co. 


(Eastern  Division),  Wool  worth's  C.  C. 
R,  26;  Fallon  v.  The  Railroad  Co., 
1  Dill.  C.  C.  R.  121;  Heathcote r.  ITie 
North  StafFoi>l shire  Railway  Co.,  6 
Enff.  R.  W.  &  Canal  Cases,  ShS.  869; 
and  especially  where  the  contract  is 
to  be  executed  in  another  state:  Port 
Royal  R.  R.  Co,  v.  Hammond,  58  Ga. 
528,  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  108.  See  fur- 
ther, Danforth  v,  Phil.  &  Cape  May 
Short  Line  Ry.  Co.,  30  N.  J.  Eq.  12, 
where  specific  performance  was  re- 
fused in  favor  of  contractors  and 
agrainstthe  company,  where  the  con- 
tract price  was  to  be  paid  in  stock  and 
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If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  performance  besought  as  for  the  en- 
forcement against  the  company  of  a  cliarter  obligation  or  duty, 
to  carry  out  and  complete  its  undertaking,  as  involving  a  pubh'c 
interest,  and  as  impliedly  resting  on  it  from  the  reception  of  the 
cliarter  grant,  then  the  remedy  is  a  writ  of  mandamus,  and  equity 
will  not  interfere  for  the  enforcement  thereof  by  decree.* 

8.  Not  decreed  of  contract  to  operate  a  railroad. — A  con- 
tract to  operate  a  railroad  will  not  be  enforced  by  a  decree  for  a 
specific  performance.  It  can  not  be  carried  out  at  once,  but 
would  involve  a  series  of  orders  and  adjudications  of  points  and 
questions  arising  from  time  to  time,  and  would  necessarily  bo 
continuous  as  a  proceeding,  as  the  business  would  be  continu- 
ous.' In  enforcing  specific  performance,  the  courts  are  not 
necessarily  confined  in  their  actions  to  proceedings  against  the 
defendant  to  coerce  the  performance  on  his  part,  and  through  his 
action,  but  may  take  the  matter  into  its  own  hands,  and  in  virtue 
of  its  plenary  powers,  do  and  perfect  by  its  decree  the  very  act 
which  ought  to  have  been  done  by  the  defendant;  as,  for  instance, 
in  a  suit  for  a  specific  performance  of  an  agreement  to  convey 
lands,  the  court  may  force  the  party  to  execute  the  conveyance, 
enforcing  obedience  to  its  decree  by  fine  and  imprisonment;  or 
may  appoint  and  empower  a  commissioner  to  make  the  convey- 
ance, or  may,  by  its  own  act,  decree  the  title  out  of  the  defend- 
ant into  the  complainant;  or,  as  is  sometimes  done,  order  the 
defendant  to  convey,  and  decree  that   in    default  thereof,  in  a 


bonds  of  the  company,  and  the  esti- 
mates, etc.,  were  to  be  made  by  the 
company.  The  company  declared  its 
inability  to  comply  with  the  law  under 
which  it  was  incorporated,  the  penalty 
for  which  was  forfeiture  of  its  charter, 
and  for  that  reason  declined  to  pro- 
ceed further  under  the  contract. 

*  The  Queen  v.  The  Eastern  Counties 
R.  W.  Co.,  1  Eng.  R.  W.  &  Canal 
Cases,  509;  Blal?emore  v.  The  (riamor- 
jranahire  Canal  Nav.,  1  Myl.  &  K.  162. 

>Port  Chnton  R.  R.  Co.  p.  The 
Cleveland  &  Toledo  R.  R.  Co.,  13 
Ohio  St.  544.  See  Blanchard  v, 
Detroit,  L.  &  L.  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  81  Mich. 
43;  Hood  V,  N.  E.  Ry.  Co.,  r.aw  Rep.  8 
Eq.  Cas.  666;  Blackett  r.  Biites,  Law 


Rep.  1  Ch.  A  pp.  117.  The  cjise  here 
cited  was  brought  to  enforce,  against 
the  lessees  of  a  railroad,  ita  operation 
and  proper  conducting  under  the  con- 
tract of  lease.  Gholson,  J.,  after  re- 
viewing the  cases  bearing  on  the  sub- 
ject, says:  **  We  do  not  see  that  these 
cases  furnish  a  guide  for  our  decision, 
and  we  are  compelled  to  rely  on  the 
general  principles,"  and  that  **  If  per- 
missible at  all,  the  demand  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  should  be  stringent, 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  case  so 
peculiar,  as  to  authorize  some  limit  to 
the  extent  and  operation  of  any  orders 
which  might  be  made:**  13  Ohio  St. 
557,  558. 
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given  time,  the  decree  of  tlie  court  shall  stand  and  be  takon  for 
H  conveyance.  Thns  the  court  itself  sometimes  does  what  tlie  de- 
faulting party  fails  to  do.  Bnt  in  a  decree  for  the  specific  per- 
formance of  a  contract  to  operate  a  j'ailroad,  its  powers  fall  iar 
siiort  in  these  respects.  The  court  can  neither  coerce  the  defend- 
ant by  imprisonment,  if  a  corporation  (for  a  corporation  is  in 
tangible,  and  can  not  be  imprisoned),  nor  can  it  descend  from 
judicial  position  and  enforce  the  contract  practically,  by  operating 
the  road  itself;  for  that  would  amount  to  taking  the  whole  charge 
of  the  enterprise  upon  itself.  To  our  mind,  the  parties  to  sucii 
contracts  should  be  left  to  their  remedy  at  law,  in  an  action  or 
actions  fur  damages,  or  else  to  proceedings  by  mandamus,  if  an 
ordinary  action  shall  not  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case.  But 
the  breach  of  conti-acts  of  this  and  kindred  nature  will  be  re- 
strained by  injunction.* 

A  specific  performance  will  not  be  decreed  against  a  railroad 
corporation  upon  a  contract  to  maintain  and  keep  up  cattle 
guards.  There  was  an  undertaking  to  "  build  and  keep  in  re- 
pair "  suitable  cattle  guards,  and  suit  was  brought  to  enforce,  by 
decree  of  specific  performance,  the  keeping  of  the  same  in  repair 
after  lieing  built.  The  court  held  that  the  obligation  to  maintain 
and  keep  in  repair  being  a  continuous  one,  the  complainant  had 
ample  remedy  by  action  at  law,  from  time  to  time,  and  that  spe- 
cific performance  could  not  be  decreed  for  repairs.' 

9.  Will  not  be  decreed  to  transfer  capital  stock. — Nor  will 
a  specific  performance  be  decreed  for  the  delivery  or  transfer  of 
shares  of  stock  in  a  railroad  corporation.  They  are  a  personal 
interest.  They  belong  to  a  class  of  securities  denominated  stocks; 
are  subject  of  every  day  sale  in  the  stock  market;  no  especial 
value  attaches  to  one  share  of  the  same  kind  and  company  over 
another;  and,  in  the  language  of  Justice  Miller,  "  the  money 
which  will  pay  for  one,  will  as  readily  purchase  another.  The 
damage,  then,  for  failure  to  deliver  any  such  shares  may  be 
awarded  at  law,  and  be  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  injury 

*  Coe  r.  Lonisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Watson    and    another,   26    Tnd.   50; 

Co.,  3  Fed.  Repr.  775;  Wostern  Union  Beach  and  others  v.  Grain,  2  N.  Y.  (2 

Tel.  Co.  V.  Union  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  Id.  Comstock),  86.    But  see  Aikin  v.  Al- 

428,  721.  bany,  V.  <K  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Barb. 

«  Columbus  &  Shelby  R.  R.  Co.  v,  289. 
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sustained."*  A  bill  in  equity  will  not  be  sustained  to  enforce  the 
specific  performance  of  a  contract  to  purcliase  the  bonds  of  a  cor- 
poration.'^ 

10.  Of  ultra  vires  contracts,  will  not  be  decreed. — Contracts 
which  are  xdtra  vireSy  or  illegal,  will  not  be  specificall}'  enforced 
in  equity.  The  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country  will  not  lend  their 
aid  for  enforcement  of  that  which  the  law,  or  the  policy  of  the  law, 
forbids.  Equity  will  leave  the  parties  to  such  contracts  where 
it  finds  them,  so  far  as  a  specific  performance  is  concerned." 

11.  When  a  remedy  exists  at  la^r,  or  right  la  doubtful,  not 
decreed. — Specific  performance  will  not  be  decreed  against  a 
railroad  company  as  carriers,  where  an  adequate  and  plain  rem- 
edy exists  at  law.* 

Thus,  a  contract  of  a  railroad  corporation  to  accept  and  carry 
property  at  a  particular  locality  or  platform,  will  not  be  specific- 
ally enforced  against  the  company,  for  the  injured  party  has  a 
plain  and  adequate  remedy  in  damages  by  an  action  at  law  for 
the  breach,  if  the  contract  be  not  lived  up  to  by  the  company.* 
So  if  theequitiesof  complainant  aredoubtful,  orhis  bargain  uncon- 
scionable, equity  will  not  enforce  performance;*  or  if  he  is  guilty 
of  laches^  or  there  has  been  a  change  of  circumstances  making 
such  a  decree  inequitable;'  or  if  the  agreement  be  indefinite  or 
uncertain,  or  leaves  any  material  matters  to  the  discretion  of  the 
defendant;'  or  if  the  enforcement  will  prejudice  the  public  safety 
or  convenience.* 

A  bill  for  the  specific  performance  of  covenants  to  furnish 
water  from  a  canal  feeder  to  a  mill,  can   not  be  maintained  by 


»  Ross  V.  The  Union  Pacific  R.  W. 
Co.  (Eiistern  Division),  Woolworth's 
C.  C.  R.  26,  33. 

2  Sunbury  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Cooper,  33  Penn.  St.  278. 

3  Great  Northern  R.  W.  Co.  v.  The 
Eastern  Counties  R.  W.  Co.,  12  Eng. 
L.  &  E.  224. 

*  Atlanta  &  West  Point  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Speor,  32  Geo.  550;  Cincinnati  & 
Chicago  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Washburn,  25 
Incl.  259. 

*  A.  &  W.  P.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Speer, 
supra. 

«  Oil  Creek  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Atlantic  & 


Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  57  Penn.  St. 
65. 

^  Boston  <fe  M.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bartlett, 
10  Graj',  1^4:  Western  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Babcock,  6  Met.  346;  Missouri  River, 
Fort  Scatt  &  Gulf  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brick- 
lej',  21  Kans.  275. 

®Blanchard  v.  Detroit,  L.  &  L. 
M.  R.  R.  Co.,  31  Mich.  43;  Ejistern 
Counties  Ry.  Co.  v.  Hawkes,  5  H.  L. 
Cas.  331;  Hawkes  v.  Eastern  Counties 
Ry.  Co.,  1  De  Gex,  M.  &  G.  737. 

'  Raphael  v.  Thames  Valley  Ry.  Co., 
Law  Rep.  2  Eq.  Cas.  37. 
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the   executors   of  the   covenantee.     On  his  death,  the    intcre:?! 
passed  to  the  heirs.' 

» United  N.  J.  R.  R.  &  Canal  Co.,  &      Ch.  261,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
Pcnn.  R.  R.  Co.,  v.  Hoppock.  28  N.  J. 


CHAPTER  LXVI 


TAXATION  OF  RAILROADS. 


Section/ 
Power  to  tax;  power  to  exempt 

power  to  release  tax  •  •  1 
Exemption  never  implied  .  .  2 
Railroads  sometimes  exempted  as 

public  works     . 
Exemption  from  taxation  as  fed 

eral  agencies    . 
If  unconstitutional  to  create  ex 

emption,  bo  it  is  to  renew  it 
Ordinary  method  of  taxation  of 

railroads 6 

Tax  on  gross  receipts  ...  7 
Power  of  county  to  tax  in  unbi^ 

ganized  attached  county  .  .  8 
National    taxation    of    railroad 

stocks,  dividends  and  mortgage 

interests 9 

Taxation  for  street  improvements  10 
Taxation  of  railroad  grant  lands  11 
Inter-state  taxation      •        •        .12 


Section. 
Taxation  of  raih'oad  companies  on 
inter-state  freights  and  passen- 
gers   13 

Railroads  not  taxable  in  parcels      14 
Not   taxable    by  county  to  pay 
county  subscription  to  stock  of 
same  road         .        .        .        .15 
How  taxation  is  affected  by  con- 
solidation or  sale  of  railroads  •    16 
Double  taxation  .        .        .        .17 
Voluntas  payment  of  tax  .        .    18 
Taxing  of  Uixable  a&scts,  as  shown 

by  dividends     .        .        .        .19 
Pro-rata  tixation,  baaed  on  the 

length  of  the  main  line    .        .20 
Taxation  by  municipal  corpora- 
tions          21 

Retrospective  taxation         .        •    22 
Effect  of  leasing  on  taxation       •    23 


1.     Power  to  tax — Power  to  exempt — Power  to  release  taxes. 

— The  right  and  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes  for  the  support  of 
government,  are  attributes  of  sovereignty  existing  in  every  state. 
The  extent  and  manner  of  exercising  the  same  are  purely  mat- 
ters of  legislative  discretion,  within  the  pale  of  constitutional 
limitation.*  These  principles  apply  to  all  property  and  to  every 
interest  alike;  and  consequently,  when  not  restricted  by  a  law 
of  the  charter,  are  applicable  to  railroad  corporate  interests,  as 
well  as  to  others.  It  is  for  the  state  to  say  what  shall  be  taxed, 
and  what  shall  not. 
This  power  to  tax  also  carries  with  it  the  power  to  grant  ex- 

'City  of  Richmond  r.  The   Rich-      604;    City  of  Dubuque  p.  Chicago,  D. 
moiul  &  Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Gratt.      &  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  47  la.  196. 
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omption  from  taxation.  "Tlie  ])ower  of  exemption,"  saj^  the 
Supretne  Court  of  Virginia,  ''as  well  as  the  power  of  taxation,  is 
one  of  the  ossentiul  elenients  of  soverei<»:ntv.  The  riffht  of  a  leor- 
islature  to  ^urnMuler  the  j)Ower  ot  taxation,  in  sjxjcifie  cases, 
has  been  the  snhjoct  of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  exhaustive 
judicial  discu^^i•»ns  ever  known  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  -States,  and  is  now  regarded  as  established  upon  the 
most  solid  foundations  of  public  policy  and  expediency,"  and 
that  "a  power  thus  essential  to  a  State,  which  may  be  exercised 
so  advantageously  for  the  promotion  of  piety,  education  and 
works  of  public  improvement  and  utility,  should  never  be  held 
to  be  surrendered  by  mere  implication,  but  only  by  plain  and 
express  lani^uaire."  *  Bv  the  same  learned  tribunal  it  ie  held 
that  under  a  statutory  enactment  that  "all  machines,  wagons, 
vehicles,  or  carriaires,  belon*j:ing  to  "  a  railroad  "company,  with 
all  their  works,  and  all  profits  which  shall  accrue  from  the  same, 
shall  be  vested    in  the  respective  shareholders  forever,  in  pro- 


*  City  of  Richmond  v.  The*  Rich- 
mond &  Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Grafct. 
604,  618,  614;  Comm.  v.  Cliesap«Mke 
&  Ohio  R.  R,  Co.,  27  (iratt.  HM,  17  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  126;  Gordon  r.  Appeal  Tax 
Court,  3  How.  i:«;  Wilminsfton  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Reid,  18  Wall.  264;  Tomlin- 
son  V.  Branch,  lo  Wail.  460;  Hiim- 
phroy  p.  Pejyues,  16  Wall.  244,  249; 
Df^laware  Railroad  Tax  Cases,  18  Wall. 
206;  Erie  Railroad  Company  v.  Penn- 
ey Ivania,  21  Wall  4i)2,  49^;  State  of 
N.  J.  V,  Yard,  95  U.  S.  104;  Farring- 
ton  V.  State  of  Tenn.,  Id.  679;  North 
Western  Univeraity  v.  People,  99  U.  S. 
809;  Union  Pa«s.  Ry.  Co.  v.  City  of 
P..il.,  101  U.  S.  628;  Louisville  & 
Ni.shville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Gaines,  2  Flip- 
pin,  621;  S.  C.  3  Fed.  Repr.  266; 
Cook  V.  The  State,  The  CamJen  & 
Burlington  Co.  R.  R.  Co.,  prosecutor, 
4  Vroom,  474;  State  t?,  Comrs.,  8 
Vroom,  240;  Knoxville  &  Ohio  R.  R, 
Co.  V.  Hicks,  1  Tenn.  Leg.  Repr.  38, 
15  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  197  (Supreme  Ct. 
Tenn.,  Sept.  term,  1877);  Wispon- 
siu  Cent.   R,  R.  Co.  v.  Taylor  Co., 


62  Wis.  37;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R. 
R.  Cas.  5:32;  SUite  v.  Maine  Central  R. 
R.  Co.,  66  Me.  4^8,  19  Am.  Ry. 
R'^p.  323;  Maine  C<>nt.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Maine,  96  U.  S.  409;  City  of  Port- 
land r.  Portland  Water  Co.,  67  Me. 
135;  State  t?.  Dexler  &  N.  R.  R.  Co., 
69  Me.  44;  State  r.  Bait.  &  Ohio  K. 
R.  Co..  4S  Md.  49;  III.  Cent.  R.  R. 
Co  r.  Goodwin,  94  111.  262;  People  r. 
Soldiers'  Home,  95  III.  561;  Mobd*-  Ar 
Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Moseley,  52  Miss. 
127;  Grand  Gulf  &  P.  G.  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Buck,  53  Miss.  246;  Scotland  Co.  r. 
Mo.,  la.  &  Neb.  Ry.  Co.,  66  Mo. 
123;  Atlantic  &  Gulf  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Allen,  15  Fla.  637;  Oliver  v.  Memphis 
&  L.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Ark.  128;  St.  Louis, 
Iron  Mountain  &  Southern  Ry.  Co.  r. 
Loftin,  Id.  693.  But  otherwise  where 
a  constitutional  provision  exists  re- 
quiringr  all  property  to  be  taxed  ac- 
cordm?  to  its  value:  City  of  Dubuque 
V.  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  39  la.  56,  20 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  124;  Louiffvillo  & 
Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  8  EeLk. 
6G  J,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  107. 
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portion  to  their  respective  shares,  shall  be  deemed  personal  es- 
tate, and  exempt  from  any  charge  or  tax  whatever,"  is  holden 
not  only  tlie  specific  property  above  enumerated  is  exempt, 
but  also  the  real  estate  ot*  the  company,  which  the  court  say  is 
inchided  within  the  terms  of  the  act.  In  this  respect  the  court 
say:  "If  the  exemption  does  not  embrace  the  real  property  of 
tlie  comj)any,  the  legislature  has  perpetrated  the  folly  ot*  de- 
chiring  tliat  mere  chattels  should  be  deemed  personal  estate";* 
and  that  such  exemption  applies  not  only  to  state  taxation,  but 
to  the  right  of  every  corporation,  meaning  municipal  corpora- 
tion, created  bv  it.* 

And  where  a  statute  declared  that  the  real  estate  of  corpo- 
rations, "  above  what  may  be  required  and  used  by  them  for  the 
transaction  of  their  ap])ro})riate  business,"  should  be  liable  to 
taxation,  it  was  held  that  the  fact  that  wharves  and  docks  were 
not  at  all  times  so  used  and  necessary,  did  not  render  them  liable 
to  taxation;  nor  that  they  were  also  used  for  other  purposes,  for 
which  wiiarfage  was  received,  or  that  the  use  of  a  part  of  them 
was  granted  to  another  company.* 

Under  the  statute  of  Xew  Jersey,  approved  April  2,  1ST3,  ex- 
empting property  from  taxation  at  the  terminus  of  the  road,  it 
was  held  that  the  terminus  of  the  West  Jen^ey  Railroad  Co. 
was  its  original  charter  terminus,  and  not  the  point  of  intersec- 
tion of  a  branch  road  subsecjuently  authorized  to  be  built  with 
the  road  of  another  company.*  "  At  the  ^(l?/v/^^;^^V' in  said  act, 
is  said  to  mean  near  the  tertainL^ 

Where  property  is  exempted  which  is  used  by  a  railroad  com- 
pany "for  the  purposes  of  their  road,  or  otherwise,"  it  inchnk's 
only  such   property  as  may  be  necessary  or  convenient  lor  th-e 


'  City  of  Richmond  v.  The  Rich- 
mond Si  Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  .1  Gratt. 
r,()4,  COS.  Soe  Hannibal  &.  St.  Jos.  R.R. 
Co.  r.  Shacklett,  :50  Mo.  550;  Scotland 
Co.  V.  Mo.,  la.  &  Neb.  Ry.  Co.,  65 
.Mo.  12.');  Town  of  Now  Haven  i'.  City 
Uiuik,  \\\  Conn.  lOG;  State  r.  Hood,  15 
Rich.  177;  Rome  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Rome, 
14  Oil.  275. 

'  City  of  Richmond  v.  The  Rich- 
mond &  Danville  R.  H.  Co.,  21  Gra.t. 
604;  Mayor  k  Council  of  Ijaltiinnve  r. 
Uaitiniore  &  Ohio  R.  R.Cu.,  G  (iill,  2n^. 


'  Osborn  v  Hartford  &  New  Hav»  n 
R.  R.  Co.,  40  Conn.  498,  6  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  220.  And  see  Richmond  &  Dan- 
ville R.  R.  Co  r.  Comi-s.  of  Alamance 
Co.,  7G  N.  Car.  212,  14  Am.  Ry.  R('p. 
304;  Belo  V.  Co.  Comr.s.,  82  Id.  415. 
Bat  see,  contra^  State  /-.  FulltT,  40  N. 
J.  Law,  .']28,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  847. 

*  State  r.  Receiver  of  Taxes  of  Cam- 
den, as  N.  J.  2'.i9,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rop. 
50. 

'"  Ibid. 
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lei^itiinate  purposes  of  the  company,  to  accomplish  the  end  the 
le;^islature  had  in  view  at  the  enacting  of  the  charter.*  The 
court  must  pass  judgment  upon  the  question  of  such  necessity 
upon  the  fact  in  eacli  case."  And  though  the  title  to  the  ex- 
empted lands  is  in  another  company  with  which  the  former  com- 
pany had  consolidated,  it  would  not  affect  the  exemption.' 

AVhere  the  land  of  the  company  is  exempted  from  taxation 
until  sold  and  conveyed,  the  exemption  is  not  lost  by  a  con- 
tract to  sell  which  is  subsequently  forfeited  for  non-compli- 
ance with  its  terms.* 

And  so,  an  act  of  a  state  legislature  chartering  a  railroad  com- 
pany, and  declaring  that  all  the  property  purchased  by  the  pres- 
ident and  directors,  and  that  which  may  be  given  to  the  com- 
pany, and  the  works  constructed  under  the.  authority  of  such  act 
of  assembly',  and  all  profits  accruing  on  the  said  works,  shall  be 
vested  in  the  shareholders,  their  successors  and  assigns  forever, 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  shares,  and  that  the  shares  shall 
be  deemed  personal  property,  and  that  the  property  of  the  com- 
pany, and  the  shares  therein,  shall  be  exempt  from  any  public 
charge  or  tax  whatever,  exempts  from  taxation  as  well  theproj- 
erty  of  the  company  of  every  description  necessary  to  the  u?e 
of  the  road,  as  also  the  franchise  itself.*  The  franchise,  which, 
in  its  application  to  a  railroad,  is  the  privilege  of  running  it  and 
taking  fare  and  ireight,  is  property,  and  of  the  most  valuable 
kind;  and  though  not  of  the  precise  character  of  rolling  stock, 
road-bed,  and  depot  grounds,  is,  equally  with  these  latter,  in- 
cluded with  the  term  property.* 


*  State  V.  Fuller,  supra;  State,  N. 
J.  R.  R.  &  T.  Co.,  prosr.,  r.  Hancock, 
6  Vroom,  537;  State,  Pa.  R.  R.  Co., 
proar.,  v.  Elizabeth,  12  Id.  319.  And 
see  Erie  Co.  v.  Erie  &  W.  Trans.  Co., 
87  Penn.  St.  434;  De  Soto  Bank  v. 
City  of  Memphis,  6  Baxt.  415;  Day  t\ 
Joiner,  Id,  441;  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.  v.  City  of  Milwaukee, 
34  Wis.  271;  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain 
&  Southern  Ry.  Co.  v.  Loitin,  30 
Ark.  693.  The  test  of  actual  use  can 
not  be  applied  durins:  construction: 
State  V.  Hai<rht,  6  Vroom,  40;  State  r. 
Collr.  of  Middle  Township,  9  Id.  270; 


State  V.  Wetherill,  12  Id.  147. 

2  State  V.  Woodruff,  36  N.  J.  Law, 
94,  V2  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  424. 

^  Ibid.  As  to  what  is  a  sufficient 
JiUejfation  of  the  necessity  in  such 
cas»^s,  see  Marquette,  Houghton  &  On* 
tonag-on  R.  R.  Co.  v.  City  of  Mar- 
quette, 35  Mich.  504,  16  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  179. 

*  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Goodwin, 
94  111.  262. 

*  Wilmington  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Reid,  13 
Wall.  264. 

^  Wilmington  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Reid,  13 
Wall.   264.     It  is  held  generally   in 
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Such  exemption  in  a  railroad  charter,  granted  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature,  amounts  to  a  contract  between  such  state  and  the 
railroad  corporation  created  by  or  under  the  law  embodying  the 
same;  and  a  subsequent  act  of  the  legislature  requiring  a  tax  to 
be  levied  and  collected  on  the  franchise,  and  upon  the  property 
of  the  company  necessary  to  be  used  in  prosecuting  the  busi- 
ness of  the  company,  impairs  the  obligation  of  the  contract,  and 
is  therefore  void  for  unconstitutionality.*  The  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  Davis,  Justice,  in  the  opinion  in  this 
case,  say:  "It  has  been  so  often  decided  by  this  court  that  a 
charter  of  incorporation  granted  by  a  state  creates  a  contract 
between  the  state  and  the  corporators,  which  the  state  can  not 
violate,  that  it  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  repeat  the 
reasons  on  'which  the  argument  is  founded."  ' 

But  where  the  charter  of  a  railroad  corporation  expressly  allows 
legislative  amendments  to  be  made  thereto,  it  is  held  that  al- 
though it  be  provided  therein  that  taxation  of  the  company  shall 
be  by  a  percentage  on  the  costs  of  its  works,  and  none  other,  yet  a 
general  law,  subsequently  passed,  taxing  the  property  of  all  pri- 
vate corporations,  personal  and  real,  in  kind,  is  valid,  and  has  the 
effect  of  an  amendment  of  the  charter  of  the  company  in  that  re- 
spect.' 


Maryland .  that  the  exemption  of  the 
capital  stock  of  a  corporation  operates 
as  an  exemption  of  its  property,  or  so 
much  of  it  as  the  corporation  is  fairly 
authorized  to  hold  for  the  proper  ex- 
ercise of  its  franchises:  County  Comrs. 
of  Anne  Arundel  Co.  r.  Annapolis  &  Elk 
Ridge  R.  R.  Co..  47  Md.  592,  18  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  359.  And  see  Scotland  Go. 
V.  Mo.,  la.  &  Neb.  Ry.  Co.,  65  Mo. 
12.3;  State  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co., 
4<'^  Md.  49.  But  where  the  grant  of 
exemption  in  terms  dLscriminates  be- 
tween the  stock  and  other  property, 
then  there  is  no  exemption  of  other 
property:  Memphis  &  Charleston  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Gaines,  97  U.  S.  697;  Atlantic  & 
Gulf  R,  R.  Co.  V.  Allen,  15  Fla.  637. 
The  intention  to  exempt  the  stock  is 
one  of  construction  generally,  however: 
Farrington  r.  State  of  Tenn.,  95  U.S. 


679;  Belo  i^.  Co.  Comra.,  82  N.  Car. 
415;  City  of  Memphis  v,  Enslej',  6 
Baxt.  653;  Same  t^.  Farrington,  8  Id. 
539. 

»  Wilmington  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Reid,  13 
Wall.  264;  Delaware  Railroad  Tax 
Case,  18  Wall.  206;  Cook  p.  The  State, 
The  Camden  &  Burlington  Co.  R.  R. 
Co.,  prosecutor,  4  Vroom  (N.  J.),  474, 
478;  County  Comrs.  of  Anne  Arun- 
del Co.  V,  Annapolis  &  Elk  Ridge  R. 
R.  Co.,  47  Md.  592,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
359;  State  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
66  Me.  488, 19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  323. 

2  Wilmington  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Reid,  13 
Wall.  266. 

•  Tomlinson  r.  Jess  up,  15  Wall. 
454,  458;  Holyoke  Co.  r.  Lyman,  lb. 
500;  Miller  v.  State,  lb.  488;  Atlan- 
tic &  Gulf  R.  R.  Co.  0.  State  of  Ga., 
98  U.  S.  359;    Hoge  v.  Richmond  & 
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But  an  act  specifying  a  particular  mode  of  taxation,  bascJ 
upon  a  return  under  oath  by  the  president  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany, showing  the  actual  value  of  the  railroad  property,  will  not 
amount  to  a  contract;  and  a  subsequent  act  may  be  passed  sub- 
jecting the  road  to  taxation  by  a  special  board  of  equalization.* 

Wiiere,by  statute, railroad  companies  are  required,  as  an  annual 
tax,  to  pay  a  certain  specified  per  cent,  of  their  gross  earnings, 
and  the  statute  declares  that  the  same  "  shall  take  the  place  and 
be  in  full  of  all  the  taxes  of  every  name  and  kind  upon  said 
roads,  or  other  property  belonging  to  said 'companies,  or  the 
stock  held  by  individuals  therein,  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
levy  or  assess  thereupon  any  other  or  further  assessment  or  tax  for 
any  purpose  whatsoever,"  there  is  absolute  exemption  of  such 
roads,  and  the  property  and  stocks  thereof,  from  all  taxes  and 
assessments  of  every  nature.*     And  this,  too,  notwithstanding  a 


Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  99  U.  S.  348;  The 
Sate  of  New  Jersey,  The  Morris  & 
Kssox  R,  R.  Co.,  pros'icutoi-s.  v.  Miller, 
1  Vroum  (N.  J.),  .%8;  The  Slate, 
Tlie  Jorsoy  City  &  Bergen  R.  R.  Co., 
prosecutors,  v.  Mayor  and  Council  of 
Jersey  City,  2  Vroora  (N.  J.),  575; 
The  State,  The  Morris  &  Es^ex  R.  R. 
Co.,  prosecutors,  v.  Miller,  2  Vroom 
(N.  J.),  521;  State  v.  Comr.  of  R.  R. 
Taxation,  8  Vroom,  228;  S.  C.  9  Id, 
472;  West  Wis.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Supervis- 
ors of  Trempealeau  Co.,  35  Wis.  257. 
And  so  where  the  franchises  are 
n*-^'rantc*d,  it  is  competent  to  alter 
the  contract  of  exempti  n:  City  of  St. 
Paul  V.  St.  Paul  &  Sioux  City  R.  R. 
Co..  23  Minn.  460;  as  in  case  of  con- 
solidation: State  r.  Maine  Cent.  R. 
]\.  Co.,  66  Me.  4SS.  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
32:):  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Maine, 
90  U.  S.  490.  And  where  a  statute 
exists,  providinpf  that  acts  of  incor- 
]>onition  thereafter  passed  shall  he 
lial)le  to  be  so  amended,  it  will  ap- 
ply to  an  act  authorizing-  a  consolida- 
tion of  existinfj  corporations  (which  is 
h«>re  held  to  be  the  charter  of  the  con- 
solidated company),  so  ns  to  terminate 
an  exi.'inption  given  by  the  charters  of 


the  original  companicR:  Ibid;  Stat**  r. 
Northern  Cent.  Ry.  Co.,  44  Mel.  131; 
Shields  v.  State  of  Ohio,  95  U.  S.  :IVX 
And  see  Bangor,  0.  &  M.  R.  K.  Co. 
t'.  Smith,  47  Me.  34;  Roxbury  r.  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Cush. 
424.  A  consolidation  is  held  to  oj>?r- 
ate  as  an  extinction  of  the  old  corpo- 
rations: Shields  p.  Ohio,  supra;  At- 
lantic &  Gulf  R.  R.  Co.  V.  State  of  Ga., 
98  U.  S. '359;  State  v.  Atlantic  k 
Gulf  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Ga.  268. 

*  State  r.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  R. 
R.  Co..  60  Mo.  143,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
239;  Christ  Church  i'.  Phil.  Co.,  24 
How.  .30);  Tucker  v.  Ferguson,  22 
Wall.  52 J".  There  must  be  a  consid- 
eration: Tucker  r.  Ferguson,  supra; 
Union  Pass.  Ry.  Co.  t'.  City  of  Phi' , 
101  U.  S.  528;  People  v.  Comrs.  f 
Taxes,  19  Hun,  460;  S.  C.  82  N.  Y. 
450;  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  &  South- 
ern Ry.  Co.  V.  Loftiji,  30  Ark.  693. 

-  Brightman  v.  Kimer,  22  Wis.  54; 
City  of  St.  Paul  v.  St.  Paul  &  Sioux 
City  R.  R.  Co.,  2)3  Mmn.  469,  17  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  177;  State  v.  Maine  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  66  Me.  488,  19  Am.  Ry. 
Kep.  323;  State  of  New  Jerst-y  v.  Yai«i. 
95  U.  S.  104;   Farriugton  v.  Slate  of 
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provision  in  the  cluirter  of  such  roads,  or  of  any  of  tlicm,  ex- 
isting at  the  time  of  the  passajre  of  such  exemption  lavv,  in  sub- 
stance, that  real  estate  exempted  from  taxation  by  the  laws  of 
the  state  slionld  nevertheless  be  subject  to  special  taxes,  and  that 
no  law  of  the  state  contravening  such  charter  provision  should 
l)e  considered  as  amending  or  modifying  the  same,  unless  ex- 
pressly so  stated  therein.*  It  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  legis- 
lature to  bind  itself  bv  an  inhibition  of  the  kind.  What  is  done 
at  one  session,  if  no  rights  have  vested  to  prevent  it,  may  be 
undone  at  another;^  and  this,  too,  whether  the  intention  to  repeal 
be  openly  expressed,  or  the  repeal  results  from  the  effect  of  sub- 
sccjuent  acts,  though  not  expressly  stated  to  be  the  purpose 
thereof.*  From  these  principles  it  results,  therefore,  that  levies 
of  special  taxes  for  local  improvements,  and  sales  of  lands  or 
property  made  under  such  levy,  or  for  the  enforcement  and  col- 
lection of  such  special  tax,  in  the  face  of  such  exemption,  are 
simply  A'oid;*  for  notwithstanding  a  provision  in  the  charters 
that  railroad  companies  shall  be  subject  to  special  taxes  for  local 
or  street  improvements,  yet  such  provision  being  for  the  benefit 
of  the  state,  it  may  be  subsequently  modified  by  the  state,  hy 
such  legislative  enactments  as  completely  exempt  these  corpora- 
tions therefrom,  if  such  exemption  violates  no  vested  right* 
And  a  provision  in  the  charter  of  a  private  corporation  exempt- 
ing it  from  taxation,  either  wholly  or  partially,  or  except  under 
5])ecified  circumstances  yet  to  occur,  is  valid,  and  laws  made  in 
violation  thereof,  unless  accepted  by  those  on  whom  they  are 
intended  to  act,  are  invalid,  as  violating  the  charter  contract,  if 
there  be  no  general  law  entering  therein,  or  clause  in  the  char- 
ter, allowing  such  alterations  or  amendments.* 


Tenn.,  Id.  679.  And  this  is  so 
whether  the  property  is  used  for  rail- 
road purposes  or  not:  Osborn  r.  New 
York  &  New  Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  40 
Conn.  491,  5  Ara.  Ry.  Rep.  218. 

^  Brightman  v.  Kirner,  22  Wis.  54. 

^  Brightman  v.  Kirner,  22  Wis.  54. 

*  Brightman  v.  Kirner,  22  Wis.  54. 

*  Brightman  v.  Kirner,  22  Wi.<?.  54; 
State  V.  Jersey  City,  I*>6  N.  J.  Law,  56, 
12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  H02;  First  Div.  St. 
Paul  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  r.  City  of  St. 
Paul,  21  Minn.  526,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 


4o5 ;  Olive  Cemetery  Co.  v.  City  of  PhiJ ., 
93  Penn.St.  129;  S.  C.  10  Repr.  1><S, 
But  where  the  proviso  was  *'  that  no 
other  tax  or  impost  shall  be  levied  or 
assessed  upon  said  company,"  it  was 
held  the  company  was  not  exempt  froui 
assessments  for  local  improvenient><: 
State,  N.  J.  Midland  R.  R.  Co.,  pro.  r., 
r.  Mayor,  etc.,  of  .Jersey  City,  42  N.  J. 
97;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Knjr.  R.  U.  Cas.  406. 

.^  Brightman  v.  Kinirr,  22  Wis.  54. 

estate  f.  Miller.  1  Vroom,  ^6.^;  State 
V,  Person,  3  Vioom  (N.  J.),  5GG;  The 
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A  contract  of  a  state  with  a  railroad  corporation  not  to  tax 
the  company  or  its  property,  is  broken  by  tlie  levy  of  a  tax  upon 
its  gross  receipts  for  transporting  freight  and  passengers;  and  a 
provision  exempting  a  company  from  taxation,  embodied  in  the 
charter  granted  by  act  of  assembly  to  a  railroad  corporation,  or 
in  a  special  enactment  in  aid  of  the  charter,  and  accepted  b}'  tl)e 
company,  is  such  a  contract/  Tlie  attempt  to  levy  or  enforce 
snch  a  tax,  in  violation  of  such  contract,  is  void,  although  the 
same  be  made  in  the  shape  of  an  ordinance  adopted  as  part  of  a 
new  constitution  of  the  state.* 

A  statute  which  in  terms  exempts  all  the  property  of  a  rail- 
road corporation  from  taxation,  exempts  not  only  the  rollini^: 
stock  and  real  estate  of  the  company,  necessarily  acquired  by  it 
for  the  successful  transaction  of  its  business,  but  also  exempts 
its  franchise.'  And  so  does  a  contract  exempting  a  railroad, 
road-beds,  buildings,  machinery,  cars  and  other  property  from 
taxation;  it  exempts  also  the  franchise,  and  the  proceeds  or  re- 
ceipts of  the  company,  from  taxation/  If  such  exaction  is  a  tax, 
it  is  void  for  violation  of  the  charter;  if  it  is  not  a  tax,  it  is  still 
void  as  ''an  act  of  hii^h-handed  violence,"  and  ''forcible  seizure 
of  private  property." ' 

A  charter  imposition  of  tonnage  on  merchandise  transported, 
and  the  exaction  of  a  capitation  tax  on  passengers  transported,  by 
a  railroad  company,  exempts  the  company  from  all  other  taxes 
and  modes  of  taxation,  for  state,  county  or  township  purposes.* 
In  one  sense,  all  taxes  are  state  taxes;  they  are  raised  under  the 


State,  The  Orangre  &  Newark  Horse 
Car  R.  R.  Co.,  prosecutors,  t\  Doujj- 
lass,  5  Vroora  (N.  J.),  82;  Douorluss  v. 
The  State,  The  Oranpre  &  Newark 
Horse  Car  R.  R.  Co.,  prosecutors,  5 
Vroom,  4S5;  McGavisk  v.  The  State, 
W orris  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co.,  pro?ccutora, 
5  Vroom  (N.  J.),  509;  The  State,  The 
New  Jersey  R.  R.  &  Trans.  Co.,  pros- 
ecutors, r.  Haifrht,  5  Vroom  (N.  J.), 
319;  State  v.  Winona  &  St.  Peter  R. 
R.  Co.,  21  Minn.  815,  18  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  440;  State  of  N.  J.  v.  Yard,  .^w- 
2}ra;  Fai-rington  v.  State  of  Tenn., 
supra. 
*  Pacific   R.  R.  Co.  v.  Maguire,   20 


Wall.  36. 

2  Pac  fie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Maguire,  20 
Wall.  m. 

^  I'acific  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Maguire,  20 
Wall.  ;]f),  44. 

*  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Maguire.  20 
Wall.  ;K). 

^  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Maguire,  20 
Wall.  36. 

^  The  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Hillegas  and  othere,  3  Hairison  (N. 
J.).  11, 13;  Statue  r.  Hancock,  6  Vroom. 
537;  City  of  Baltimore  v.  Bait.  &  Ohio 
R,  R.  Co.,  6  Gill,  288;  Neustadt  v. 
111.  Cent.  R.  R.Co.,  31  III.  484;  South- 
ern R.  R.  Co.  V.  Jackson,  38  Miss.  334 
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authority  of  the  state,  directly  or  indirectly,  and  are  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  government  in  some  one  or  other  of  its  different  de- 
partments or  attribntes.' 

Where  a  statute  requires  railroad  corporations  to  make  annual 
returns  of  their  taxable  property  to  the  board  of  equalization, 
under  a  penalty  imposed  by  the  statute  for  omitting  so  to  do,  on 
demand,  except  the  omission  be  for  reasonable  excuse,  such  ex- 
cuse is  matter  of  evidence  in  defense,  when  criminally  prosecuted 
before  the  judiciary,  under  the  statute,  for  omitting  to  make  the 
return,  and  can  in  no  manner  come  under  consideration  of  the 
board  to  whom  return  should  have  been  made.  In  case  of  such 
omission,  no  act  of  equalization  is  to  be  performed  by  them,  but 
the  assessment  as  made  by  the  assessor  must  t-tand  as  the  proper 
and  sufficient  assessment,  if  otherwise  regular.* 

It  is  held,  in  some  of  the  states,  that  wlierea  railroad  company 
is  subject  to  a  tax  of  a  specified  per  centum  upon  its  capital  stock, 
and  is  exempted  by  law  from  all  other  taxation,  that  such  exemp- 
tion extends  only  to  its  works  and  property  within  the  limit  of 
land  which  it  is  by  law  authorized  to  take  by  the  right  of  eminent 
domain,  and  that  outside  property,  as  a  branch  track  leadin;:  to  a 
gravel  bed,  and  other  outside  erections,  including,  in  some  in- 
stances, depot  housDS  and  other  erections,  are  subject  to  taxation 
as  is  ordinary  property,  notwithstanding  such  exemption^* 

Though  the  shares  of  Ciipital  stock  in  a  railroad  company  or 
other  private  corporation  represent  the  realty,  as  well  as  the  per- 
sonalty of  the  com])any,  and  are,  as  a  general  principle,  recog- 
nized and  regarded  in  law  as  personalty,  or  a  personal  interest. 


'  The  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  KillegaB,  8  Harrison  (N.  J.)»  H.  1*^- 

'  State,  ex  rel.  Thompson,  v.  Board 
of  Equalization  of  Washoe  County,  7 
Nov.  8.3.  And  the  fact  that  a  rail- 
roid  company  is  chartered  by  act  of 
Concrress,  does  not  exempt  it  or  its 
property,  per  se^  from  state  taxation: 
State  F.  Cent.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Nev. 
47,  58;  Union  Fac.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Peni«5- 
ton,  18  Wall.  5.  Under  the  2d  section 
of  the  New  Jersey  statute  of  April  2, 
1^1'),  where  no  return  is  made  of  the 
cu:<t  of  the  property,  the  state  has  no 


claim  for  th»^  tax:  Williamson  v.  New 
Jersey  Southern  R.  R.  Co.,  2S  N.  J. 
Ch.  277,  14  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  :^4. 

'  The  Stiite  of  New  Jersey.  The  New 
Jersey  R.  R.  &  Trans.  Co.,  prosecut- 
or, P.  Hancock,  4  Vroom  (N.  J.),  'Mo; 
The  Inhabitants  of  Worcester  v.  Tlie 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Met.  5G4.  Aud 
see  Chica«?o,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Pfaender,  23  Minn.  217,  17 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  44.  But  an  exemption 
of  the  road  and  its  appurtenances  will 
include  a  branch  road:  Atlantic  & 
Gulf  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Allen,  10  Fla.  6:J7. 
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when  not  otherwise  provided  by  statute,  yet  it  is  within  tlic 
power  of  the  legislative  department  to  class  it  under  a  different 
designation,  and  to  call  and  treat  the  whole  corporate  interest  or 
property  of  the  road,  rolling  stock  and  appurtenances,  as  realty, 
if  in  its  wisdom  it  thinks  proper  so  to  do  for  purposes  of  taxa- 
tion.^ 

Where,  by  the  statute,  railroad  corporations  are  taxable  at  a 
given  valuation  per  mile,  including  depot  grounds  and  improve- 
ments, with  right  of  way,  engines,  rolling  stock,  and  other  in- 
vestments for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  the  road,  at  the  same  rate 
fis  by  law  is  levied  on  real  estate,  and  payable  to  the  state  treas- 
urer for  a  specified  purpose,  no  authority  exists  for  assessing  and 
tiixing  them  in  the  ordinary  manner  for  county  purposes;'  but 
if  the  owner  of  property  not  connected  necessarilj'  with  the  uses 
and  operating  of  the  road,  such  latter  property  is  assessable  as 
property  ordinarily  is  for  county  purposes.* 

And  though  a  license  be  paid  for  the  annual  use  of  public 
streets,  yet  it  does  not  amount  to  an  exe?nption  from  tfixation. 
The  rule  is  that  a  provision  in  a  street  railway  grant  of  the  use 
of  streets,  requiring  a  license  of  a  fixed  sum  in  money  to  be  an- 
nually paid  to  the  town  or  city,  in  consideration  of  the  privilege 
granted,  is  not  in  the  nature  of  an  ordinary  tax,  and  will  not 
preclude  or  stand  in  lieu  of  ordinary  taxation  of  the  company 
upon  its  property.*  And  where,  by  statutory  enactment,  an  ex- 
r.ction  of  ten  percent,  additional  upon  the  amount  of  such  ordi- 
nary tax  is  made,  for  non-payment  thereof  when  due,  such  ad- 


*  The  Louisville  &  Now  Albjiny  R. 
R.Co.  V,  The  Stiite,  ex  rel.  of  McCarty, 
Auditor,  25  Ind.  177. 

2  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Warren  County  Court,  5  Bush,  24-i. 
TIh^  exomption  here  adjudg»?d  would 
S'  (nn  to  be  predicated,  l)ut  the  court 
do  not  fiay  80,  upon  the  idea  that  the 
whole  taxable  proportion  or  li.ibility 
of  the  company  had  been  concentrated, 
in  law,  under  the  one  head  for  a  par- 
ticular object. 

3  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
AVarion  County  Court,  5  Biisli,  24S. 

*  Louisville  City  Railway  Co.  v.  City 


of  Louisville,  4  Bush  (Ky.),  47^.  And 
where  the  charter  provides  that  the 
company  shall  pay  **  such  license  for 
each  car  run  by  said  company  as  is 
now  paid  "  by  other  lines,  it  was  held 
the  amount  might  be  increased  by  act 
of  the  legislature:  Union  Passe ng^er 
Ry.  Co.  V,  City  of  Philadelphia,  S:i 
Penn.  St.  429,  15  Am.  Ky.  Rep.  4:^. 
And  where  the  acts  conferred  benefits 
on  the  company,  and  such  increased 
tux  was  paid  for  a  number  of  years, 
the  acquiescence  was  construed  to  be 
an  acceptance  of  the  act  to  obtain  such 
b'jnetiLs.     Ibid. 
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(litional  sum  is  not  to  be  treated  as  a  penalty,  but  as  a  part  of 
the  tax  itself.* 

By  amendment  to  the  state  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  made 
in  1857,  alterations  of  corporate  charters  were  permitted,  pro- 
vided no  injustice  was  done  to  the  corporation.  Under  this 
provision,  it  was  held  that  a  general  law  imposing  a  reasonable 
license  tax  on  all  corporations  of  a  particular  kind,  did  not  do 
injustice  within  its  meaning.' 

The  ruling  in  Maine  is  that  taxes  assessed  upon  a  railroad  com- 
pany by  a  municipal  corporation,  by  virtue  of  a  state  law,  may 
he  released  or  defeated  by  the  repeal  of  the  law  by  the  same 
power  that  made  it;  and  a  provision  in  the  repealing  act  that 
*'  no  proceedings  under  the  act  hereby  repealed  shall  be  hereafter 
enforced,"  will  effectually  bar  all  future  proceedings  to  collect 
the  tax,'  even  if  such  would  not  have  been  the  effect  of  the  mere 
repeal,  without  a  saving  clause,  as  we  conceive  it  would  be;  for 
a  tax,  though  duly  assessed,  is  not  a  debt,  and  the  repeal  of  a 
law  allowing  the  assessment,  and  an  enactment  of  another  pro- 
hibiting collection  of  the  tax,  is  not  impairing  the  obligation  of 
a  contract.*  In  New  Jersey,  and  in  Iowa,  however,  the  ruling  is 
to  the  contrary;  the  courts  of  these  states  holding  that  the  repeal 
of  a  law  authorizing  the  levy  of  a  tax,  after  the  levy  is  com- 
pleted, does  not  invalidate  the  tax;  the  same  may  be  collected 


'  Louisville  City  Railway  Company 
V.  The  City  of  Louisville,  supra. 

2  Union  Pass.  Ry.  Co.  r.  City  of 
Phil.,  supra, 

•  City  of  Au^uata  p.  North,  57 
Maine,  392;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  55. 

*  City  of  Augusta  v.  North,  57 
Maine,  392;  Shaw  v.  Peckett,  26  Vt. 
482;  Lane  County  t?.  Oregon,  7  Wall. 
71;  Newport  &  Cincinnati  Bridge  Co. 
V.  Douglass,  12  Bush,  673,  18  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  221.  But  see,  contra^  City  of 
Dubuque  v.  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co., 
39  la.  56;  S.  C.  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  496, 
and  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  124;  Perry 
County  1^.  Selma,  Marion  &  Memphis 
R.  R.  Co.,  58  Ala.  546,  20  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  372.    The  proceeding  to  collect 

93 


taxes  not  being  one  to  collect  a  debt,  no 
set-off  can  be  pleaded:  N.  &  C.  B.  Co. 
V.  Douglass,  supra.  And  so  taxes  may 
be  collected  after  the  year  in  which 
they  are  assessed,  and  the  legal  liabil- 
ity to  pay  may  be  enforced  by  an  action 
at  common  law,  unless  the  statutes 
provide  an  exclusive  remedy:  Perry 
Co.  V.  S.,  M.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra; 
Dubuque  v.  III.  Cent.  R.  R,  Co.,  su- 
pra. Statutes  of  limitation,  where 
they  exist,  run  against  such  claims. 
In  Alabama  there  is  none  applicable 
to  such  a  case,  and  the  only  defense 
is  a  presumption  of  payment  arising 
from  lapse  of  not  less  than  twenty 
years:  Perry  Co.  v,  S.,  M.  &  M.  R. 
R.  Co.,  supra. 
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Wl.er<'  it  arT^ri.-i  n:'»'i  tr.e  f;ice  of  a  k':3>'at:ve  act  of  exenip- 
X'.*}Ti  t;.;it  it  is  p';--«.  i  i.]^.-::  ::.e  a^sMTny-ti.'ri  that  tlie  railrc^ad  coni- 
p'lr.y  tor  wi. ■.-♦,-  r>-,-..»r:lt   it  i:^  ii. :*-:.« ;^'»i   tljen  owned  and  held  a'; 
tiio  li'.f-5  ot    r«»'td  a;ith«jr!z»r  1  to  l>e  b^iiit  nrider  its  charter,  an  ac- 
cj]i*^u.:i(:*:  ot*  it->  lA-nefits  wiil  e«:t*»p  tlie  CMiny»any,  and  all  claim  ii;^ 
Tin  \*:r  i*,  fmn  d:-j«Mtin;r  s'lch  a>en:i:pt:v»!i.*    The  exemption  there- 
in (:  •n*;t:rit'd  was  nut  siruply  aper>'»!iai  privilege,  bat  was  in  tlie 
ij  II  lire  of  a  coiid.tional  grant,  appurtenant  to  the  several  lines, 
and  ':liart(*.'d  with  the  bnnlt-n  of  an  annua!  payment  as  therein  pro- 
vid'd,  and  datinc^  from  the  c«uni>!etion  of  a   sj>ecitied    length    of 
h'ne.*     In  ci^e  of  a  severance  and   division   of  such  lines    and 
their  franchises  among  different   comp>anies,    reference   mnst  be 
had  to  finch  time  of  completion  in  ascertaining  the  amount  each 
cnrnj)any  is  to  i)ay    during   any   given    year/     Reference   must 
also  ho 'had  to  tlie  date  of  tlie  passage  of  the  act,  as   tlie  time 
wh(fn,  for  such  purpose,  the   required  section  is  deemed  to  have 
been  completed.* 


*  The  Town  of  B^ilvirlcre  v.  The 
Warn'n  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Vroom  (N.  J.), 
lyjj;  ('My  of  Dubuque  v.  Illinois  Cen- 
tral R.  R.  Co.,  'i9  la.  56,  8  Am.  Ry. 
liep.  4%.  In  the  latter  case  a  law  re- 
h'UHinpr  a  tax  duly  levied  by  a  munic- 
jf)al  corponition  was  held  unconstitu- 
tional, aH  impairing  the  obligation  of  a 
contnict. 

^  Tin;  Town  of  Belvidere  v.  The 
WiUTPn  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Vroom  (N.J. ), 

m 


'Richmond  &  Danville  R.  R.  Co.  ©. 
Brogden,  74  N.  Car.  707,  13  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  114. 

*  Richmond  &  D.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Broa- 
den. 

'Chiaiffo,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Panl 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Pfaender,  23  Minn.  217,  17 
Am.  Ry.  Rep,  44. 

^Ihid. 

Uhid 

Uhid 
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under  the  general  law,  for  the  time  being,  for  collection  of  taxe 
But  if  a  penalty  is  enacted  by  the  law  thus  repealed,  the  repeal 
effectually  destroys  the  penalty  for  the  future.  No  further  pen- 
alty for  non-payraent  can  be  incurred  under  a  law  that  is  repealed ; 
for  the  repeal  makes  things  of  the  future  as  if  the  law  had  never 
existed,  except  as  to  transactions  which  are  past,  and  of  such  is 
the  levy.' 

Under  an  act  exempting  the  real  estate  of  a  railroad  company 
from  taxation  until  their  dividends  shall  equal  a  certain  per  cent., 
a  dividend  of  about  three  times  that  per  cent.,  butpayable  in  Con- 
federate money,  will  not  terminate  the  exception.'  Nor  will  the 
receipt,  as  rent  from  another  company,  of  such  percentage,  have 
that  effect.* 

Where  it  appears  upon  the  face  of  a  legislative  act  of  exemp- 
tion that  it  is  passed  upon  the  assumption  that  the  railroad  com- 
pany for  whose  benefit  it  is  intended  then  owned  and  held  all 
the  lines  of  road  authorized  to  be  built  nnder  its  charter,  an  ac- 
ceptance of  its  benefits  will  estop  the  company,  and  all  claiming 
under  it,  from  disputing  such  assumption.*  The  exemption  there- 
in contained  was  not  simply  a  personal  privilege,  but  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  conditional  grant,  appurtenant  to  the  several  lines, 
and  charged  with  the  burden  of  an  ann  ual  payment  as  therein  pro- 
vided, and  dating  from  the  completion  of  a  specified  length  of 
line.®  In  case  of  a  severance  and  division  of  such  lines  and 
their  franchises  among  different  companies,  reference  must  be 
had  to  such  time  of  completion  in  ascertaining  the  amount  each 
company  is  to  pay  during  any  given  year.^  Ueference  must 
also  be 'had  to  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  as  the  time 
when,  for  such  purpose,  the  required  section  is  deemed  to  have 
been  completed.^ 

»  The  Town  of    Belvidere   r.   The  « Richmond  &  Danville  R.  R.  Co.  ©. 

Warren  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Vroom  (N.  J.),  Brogden,  74  N.  Car.  707,  13  Am.  Ry. 

193;  City  of  Dubuque  v.  Illinois  Cen-  Rep.  114. 

tral  R.  R.  Co.,  39  la.  56,  8  Am.  Ry.  *  Richmond  &  D.  R.R.  Co.  r.Brog- 

Rep.  496.     In  the  latter  case  a  law  re-  den. 

leasing  a  tax  duly  levied  by  a  munic-  ^  Chicago,    Milwaukee    &  St.  Panl 

ipal  corporation  was  held  unconsiitu-  Ry.  Co.  v.  Pfaender,  23  Minn.  217,  17 

tional,  as  impairing  the  obligation  of  a  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  44. 

contract.  ^Ihid. 

^  The  Town   of   Belvidere   v.   The  ''Ibid 

Warren  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Vroom  (N.J. ),  ,^ Ibid 
193. 
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2.  Exemption  never  implied. — The  principle  is  well  settled 
that  the  taxing  power  of  the  government  is  never  presumed  to 
have  been  i*elinqnished,  unless  "the  intention  to  relinquish  is  de- 
clared in  clear  and  unambiguous  terras."  *  Therefore,  it  follows 
upon  general  principles,  that  unless  there  be  some  provision  of 
law  exempting  the  franchise,  stocks  and  property  of  a  railroad 
company  from  taxation,  it  is  liable,  by  taxation  in  a  just  and 
])i'oper  manner,  to  bear  its  share  of  the  public  burdens.' 


'  Phila.  &  Wilmincrton  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Maryland,  10  How.  376,  1  Am.  R. 
Way  Cases,  21,  37;  Thomson  v.  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  9  Wall.  579;  Wilraingion 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Reicl,  13  Wall.  264;  Minot 
V.  Phila.,  Wilmington  &  Baltimore  R. 
R.  Co.,  ard  others,  18  Wall.  206;  North 
Missouri  R.  R.  Co.  i?.  Maguire,  20 
Wall.  46;  Erie  Ry.  Co.  r.  Pennsyl- 
v.mia,  21  Wall.  492;  Tucker  v.  Fergu- 
son, 22  Wall.  527,  575;  Fertilizing  Co. 
r.  Hyde  Park.  97  U.  S.  659;  Hoge  r. 
Pichmond  &  Danville  R.  R.  Co.,  99  U. 
S.  ^AS)  Union  Pass.  Ry.  Co.  v.  City  of 
Phil.,  101  U.  S.  528;  Union  Pacific  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Lincoln  County,  1  Dill.  314; 
S.  C.  1  Withrow's  Corp.  Cas.  125; 
St.  Louis  r.  Boatmen *8  Ins.  &  Trust 
Co.,  47  Mo.  155;  North  Missouri  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Maguire,  49  Mo.  490;  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  Co.  V.  Cass  Co.,  53  Mo. 
17;  New  York  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Sabin,  26  Penn.  St.  (2  Casey),  242; 
Erie  R.  W.  Co.  v.  The  Commonwealth, 
66  Penn.  St.  84;  S.  C.  5  Am.  R.  851; 
.Tones  &  Nimick  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Comm., 
69  Penn.  St.  137;  Bradley  v.  McAtee 
and  others,  and  city  of  Louisville,  7 
Bush  (Ky.),  667;  Evansville,  Hender- 
son &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  Com- 
monwealth of  Ky.,  9  Bush  (Ky.),  438, 
442;  Wilson  v.  Gaines,  9  Baxt.  546. 16 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  316;  Comm.  r.  Chesa- 
peake &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Gratt.  1344, 
17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  126;  County  Crmrs. 
of  Anne  Arundel  Co.  v.  Annapolis  & 
Elk  Ridge  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Md.  592,  18 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  359;  County  Comrs.  v. 


Sisters  of  Charity,  48  Md.  34;  Appeal 
Tax  Court  v.  Rice,  50  Md.  302;  Same 
V,  St.  Peter's  Acad.,  Id,  321;  State 
V.  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  66  Me.  488, 19 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  323;  People  t;.  Comrs.  of 
Taxes,  76  N.  Y.  64:  People  r.  Comrs.  of 
Taxes,  82  N.  Y.  459;  S.  C.  19  Hun,  460; 
St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern 
Ry.  Co.  V.  Loftin,  30  Ark.  693.  In  the 
case  of  Bradley  r.  McAtee,  above  cited, 
the  Court  of  Appeals  of  Kentucky  hold 
that  the  intent  must  not  only  be  clearly 
expressed,  but  add  also  that  "even 
then  the  state  will  not  be  irrevocably 
bound,  unless  some  duty  is  imposed 
upon  the  tax-payer  as  the  considera- 
tion of  the  grant,  which  the  citizens 
of  the  state  are  not  generally  required 
to  perform;  or  unless,  by  the  exemp- 
tion, he  is  induced  to  embark  in  some 
enterprise,  or  to  invest  his  means  in 
some  adventure  which,  if  successful, 
will  result  advantageously  to  the  state 
as  well  as  to  himself."  7  Bush,  667. 
^  Erie  Ry.  Co.  r.The  Commonwealth, 
66  Penn.  St.  84;  Phila.  &  Wilmington 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Maryland,  10  How.  376,  1 
Am.  R.  Way  Ctuses,  21,  37;  Thomson 
V.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Wall.  579;  Wil- 
mington R.  R.  Co.  V.  Reid,  13  Wall. 
264;  Minot  v.  The  Phila.,  Wilmington 
&  Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.  and  others,  18 
Wall.  206;  Ene  Ry.  Co.  v.  Pennsyl- 
vania, 21  Wall.  492;  Bailey  v.  Ala- 
gwire,  22  Wall.  215;  Richmond  &  Dan- 
ville R.  R.  Co.  V.  Brogden,  74  N.  Car. 
707,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  114. 
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In  the  leading  case  here  cited,  tlie  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  Uni ttd 
States,  Taney,  Chief  Justice,  hold  the  following  language  upon 
this  subject:  "  certainly  there  is  no  reason  why  the  property  of 
a  corporation  should  be  presumed  to  be  exempted,  or  should  not 
bear  its  share  of  the  necessary  public  burdens,  as  well  as  the 
property  of  individuals.  This  court  on  several  occasions  lias  held, 
tliat  the  taxing  power  of  a  state  is  never  presumed  to  be  relin- 
quished, unless  the  intention  to  relinquish  is  declared  in  clear 
and  unambiguous  terms."  ^ 

If  the  company  be  taxed  in  two  different  places  for  the  same 
interest  or  property,  it  may  file  its  bill  of  interpleader,  and  com- 
pel the  collectors  of  the  tax  in  those  places  to  settle  the  riglit  to 
the  tax  between  themselves.' 

Nor  is  the  interest  of  the  National  Government  in  the  Union 
Pacific  Ray  road  of  such  a  character  as  to  exempt  said  road,  by 
implication,  from  the  taxing  power  of  the  state.  ''  If  it  be  in 
any  sense  a  federal  instrumentality,  the  rights  of  government, 
under  the  incorporating  act,  are  fully  protected  and  reserved, 
and  any  rights  derived  from  a  sale  for  taxes  under  state  author- 
ity are  entirely  subordinate  to  the  original,  paramount  and  inde- 
feasible rights  of  the  general  government;  can  not  destroy  the 
corporation,  nor  incapacitate  it  from  discharging  any  of  its  in- 
alienable, fundamental  and  organic  duties  to  the  government." 
Such  is  the  language  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Nebraska,  Dillon,  Justice. 

In  the  same  case,  the  court  say:  "The  state  can  not  tax  this 
corporation  out  of  existence.  It  can  not  sell  or  destroy  its  fran- 
chise (derived  from  Congress)  to  be  a  corporation.  The  public 
duties  which  it  owes  to  the  government  it  will  owe  into  whose- 
soever hands  its  other  subordinate  and  assignable  franchises  or 
property  may  pass."  * 

The  mere  fact  that  a  valid  consideration  is  paid  by  a  railroad 
company  to  the  state  for  its  charter  privileges,  there  being  no 

>  Phila.  &  Wilmington  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Am,  R.  W.  Cas.  552. 

Maryland.   10  How.  376,  1  Am.  Ry.  *  Union  Pacific    R.  R.  Co.  r.   The 

Casps,  21,  37;  County  Comrs.,  etc.,  v.  County  of  Lincoln,  1  Dill.  314;   S.  C. 

A.  &  E.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra;  State  r.  1  Withrow's  Corp.  Cas.  124. 136.    See 

Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  Same    Co.  r.  PenLston,  18  Wall.  5; 

^The  Mohawk  &  Hudson  Railroad  Huntington  v.  Cent.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  2 

Co.  V.  Clute,  4  Paige,   '^4;  S.  C,  2  Sawyer,  503. 
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other  or  express*  claira  of  exemption,  does  not  confer  on  such 
company  immunity  from  taxation,  any  more  than  does  the  pay- 
raent  of  a  fair  consideration  to  the  government  for  a  grant  of 
lands  confer  or  carry  with  it  immunity  from  the  assessment  and 
Cvillection  of  taxes  by  such  government  on  such  lands.  Xor 
does  the  additional  circumstance  that,  bv  the  charter  of  such 
railroad  company,  it  be  stipulated  that  the  company  submits  to 
taxation  of  its  stock;  the  sovereign  power  of  general  taxation 
still  remains  in  tlie  state,  and  may  be  exercised  in  such  other 
mode  of  taxation  as  is  exercised  generally  toward  the  interests 
and  property  of  other  persons.*  But  qucere^  if  such  taxing 
power  may  be  exercised,  upon  legitimate  principles,  so  as  to 
amount  to  double  taxation  of  the  same  interests,  in  favor  of  one 
and  the  same  branch  of  the  government? 

In  the  case  cited  from  18  Wallace,  Minot  v.  The  Piiiladelphia, 
AVilra^ington  &  Baltimore  Riiilroad  Company  and*  others,*  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  re-assert  the  doctrine  tliat 
the  state  may  exempt  certain  property  from  taxation,  at  its  dis- 
cretion (when  not  inhibited  by  constitutional  provisions),  but 
that  such  exemption  must  be  express  and  clear,  and  beyond  a 
reasonable  doubt,  and  will  never  be  inferred  or  implied  in  law; 
and  that  therefore  a  statutory''  provision  in  an  act  of  assembly 
consolidating  two  railroads,  that  the  new  company  should  pay  an 
annual  tax  to  the  state  of  one-quarter  of  one  per  cent,  upon  its 
capital  stock,  unaccompanied  with  any  words  indicating  an  in- 
tention that  such  should  be  the  only  tax  levied  upon  the  com- 
pany, did  not  exempt  it  from  a  subsequent  change  in  the  man-  , 
ner  or  amount  of  its  taxation. 

By  the  ordinance  of  the  Missouri  convention  of  1867,  provis- 
ion is  made  for  a  tax  upon  certain  railroads  situate  in  that  state, 
to  raise  a  fund  to  satisfy  certain  bonds  of  such  companies  due  to 
or  guaranteed  by  the  state;  such  tax  to  be  upon  the  gross  re- 
ceipts of  the  railroad  companies,  annually,  and  to  continue  until 
such  bonds  were  fully  paid,  and  no  longer.     The   enforcement 

*  Erie  R.  W.  Co.  v.  The  Common-  where  the  exemption  is  of  the  property 

wealth,  66  Penn.  St.  84;  S.  C.  5  Am.  of  one  of   the  consolidating  compa- 

R.  351.  nies,  it  will  not  be  extended  to  that  of 

nS  Wall.  206.     See,    also,    North  th(i  other:   Chesapeake  &  Ohio  R.  R. 

Missouri  R.  R.  Co.   V.   Majjuire,    20  Co.   r.   State  of  Va.,  4  Otto,  718,  16 

Wall.  46,   to  the  Kame  effect.     And  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  155. 
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thereof  was  resisted,  on  the  ground  of  the  alleged  nnconstitn- 
tionality  of  the  ordinance,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state 
held  it  to  be  constitutional  and  valid.*  The  alles^ed  uncun- 
stitutionalitv  was  the  violation  of  the  fifth  and  seventh 
amendments  of  the  United  States  Constitution,  and  also  the 
provision  declaring  that  no  state  shall  pass  any  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  a  contract.  It  was  claimed,  as  an  objection 
to  the  ordinance,  that  it  violated  a  certain  act  of  assembly 
of  Feb.  16,  1865,  in  relation  to  the  said  indebtedness,  which  act 
was,  in  effect,  a  contract  between  the  railroad  company  and  the 
state,  and  that  the  ordinance  impaired  said  legislative  contract 
as  to  the  order  of  payment,  and  gave  undue  priority  to  the  state 
over  other  creditors;  but  the  Supreme  Court  of  Missouri,  ad- 
mitting tlie  existence  of  said  legislative  contract,  held  the  ordi- 
nance valid,  and  constitutional,  as  the  mere  exercise  of  the  unre- 
linquished taxing  power  of  the  state,  which  is  never  relinquished 
by  implication. 

TVh ere  a  corporation  has  acquired  by  its  charter  the  ''rights 
and  privileges"  of  another  corporation  named,  it  is  not  thereby 
exempted  from  taxation  because  the  other  company,  by  its  char- 
ter, is  exempted.  An  exemption  is  not  the  right  or  privilege  in- 
tended."    Such  an  exemption,  also,  is  personal,  and  cjin  not  be 


*  North  Missouri  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Ma- 
guire,  49  Mo.  490;  S.  C.  8  Am.  R. 
141. 

2  Wilson  V.  Gaines,  9  Baxt.  546:  S. 
C.  16  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  :^16;  County 
Corners  of  Anne  Arundel  Co.  v.  An- 
napolis &  Elk  Ridge  R.  R.  Co.,  47  Md. 
592,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  B5^;  Annapolis 
A:  Elk  Ridge  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Anne  Arun- 
del Co.,  103  U.  S.  1;  S.  C.  1  Am.  & 
Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  403;  Trask  v.  Ma- 
guire,  18  Wall.  391;  Morgan  v.  State 
of  La.,  93  U.  S.  217;  State  v.  Morgan, 
28  La.  Ann.  482;  Memphis  &  Charles- 
ton R.  R.  Co.  V.  Gaines,  97  U.  S.  697; 
East  Tenn.,  Va.  &  Ga.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hamblen  Co.,  102  U.  S.  273.  And 
so  as  to  "  immunities'' :  Stat«  r.  Maine 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  66  Me.  488,  19  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  323.  But  see  Comm.  v. 
Chesapeake    &    Ohio    R.  R.  Co  ,  27 


Gratt.  ;^4,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  126; 
First  Div.  St.  Paul  &  I'acific  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  Parcher,  14  lAIinn.  297;  State  r.  Wi- 
nona &  St.  Peter  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Id. 
315,  18  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  440;  State  r. 
Southern  Minn.  R.  R.  Co.,  Id.  344. 
See,  as  to  what  will  amount  to  a  sale 
of  lands  covered  by  mortgage  to  se- 
cure bond?5,  where  some  of  the  bonds 
are  outstanding:  State  r.  Trustees 
of  Southern  Minn.  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Minn. 
344,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  239.  In  State 
V.  Maine  Centml  R.  R.  Co.,  suprtt, 
this  i"ule  was  applied  to  a  corporation 
reorganized  by  purchasers  at  a  mort- 
gage sale  of  the  road,  and  who  were  in- 
vested by  statute  '*  with  all  the  char- 
tered and  legal  rights  and  immunities" 
portiiining  to  the  original  company  at 
till'  time  of  foreclosure.  Such  a  provis- 
ioii,  however,  will  be  strictly  construed: 
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assigned.'  And  where  the  property  which  is  sought  to  be  taxed 
is  not  a  part  of  tlie  original  line  of  the  exempfed  company,  but 
se])arate  property  upon  the  new  line,  the  reasons  apply  with  ad- 
ditional force.*  And  also  where  the  exennpted  corporation,  in 
order  to  entitle  itself  to  the  exemption,  is  required  to  make  cer- 
tain returns,  etc.,  which  can  not  be  made  by  the  new  or  consoli- 
dated corporation.' 

Railroad  companies  do  not  come  within  the  terms  of  the  Ten- 
nessee statute*  exempting  banks,  banking  associations,  or  any 
other  joint  stock  company,  from  taxation,  and  laying  the  tax  on 
the  stockholders.*  The  constitutional  provision  of  that  state  re- 
quiring  all  propert}'  to  be  taxed  according  to  its  value,  was  held 
to  forbid  the  making  of  such  exemption.* 

In  New  Jersey  it  is  held  that  the  acts  of  that  state  of  1873 
and  J876,  relating  to  taxation,  do  not  apply  to  foreign  corpora- 
tions; and  an  act  granting  the  right  to  a  foreign  corporation  to 
build  a  bridge  over  the  Delaware  river,  does  not  confer  any  fran- 
cliise,  or  render  it  a  domestic  corporation,  so  as  to  bring  it 
within  those  acts.  Such  part  of  the  bridge  as  is  within  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  is  taxable  under  its  general  iaws.^ 


Bowling  Green  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  War- 
ren Co.Court,  10  Bush,  711.  And  where 
the  consoHclatod  company  is  to  "  have 
all  the  powers,  privilefres  and  immu- 
nities possessed  by  each  of  the  corpo- 
rations entering  into  the  agreement 
of  consolidation/*  it  carries  only  such 
as  they  all  have,  and  excludes  such 
special  privileges  as  some  have  and 
others  have  not:  State  v.  Me.  Cent. 
R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  Immunity  from 
taxation  is  not  a  franchise,  so  as  to 
pass  under  that  head:  Ibid.;  Mor- 
gan r.  Louisiana,  3  Otto,  217.  It 
is  competent  for  the  legislature  to 
grant  to  the  new  corporation  the  ex- 
emptions of  the  old,  and  such  grant 
will  be  presumed  from  a  grant  of  the 
"rights,  powers  and  privileges  "  of  the 
old  corporation:  Louisville  &  Nashville 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  Gaines,  2  Flippin,  621; 
S.  C.  3  Fed.  Repr.  266;  Atlantic  ^^ 
Gulf  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Allen,  1-5  Fla.  6:;7. 
*  Wilson  r.  Gaines,  supra.     But  sL"e 


Comm.  r.  C.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

^Comra.  V.  Ches.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co., 
supra^  and  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Virginia,  94  U.  S.  718.  And 
see  Branch  p.  City  of  Charleston,  92 
U.  S.  677;  State  v.  Com'r  of  R.  R. 
Tax'n,  8  Vroom,  240. 

*  State  p.  Me.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  »m- 
pra^  and  Maine  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Maine,  96  U.  S.  499.  See  Cent.  R.  R. 
&  B.  Co.  V.  State  of  Ga.,  92  U.  S.  665; 
S.  C.  54  Ga.  401;  Atlantic  &  Gulf  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  State  of  Ga.,  98  U.  S.  :i59; 
State  V.  Atlantic  &  Gulf  R.  R.  Co.,  60 
Ga.  208;  Mobile  &  M.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Steiner,  61  Ala.  559. 

*  Act  of  1873,  ch.  118,  sec.  8. 

*  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  Co. 
r.  State,  8  Heisk.  663, 19  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
107. 

*  L  k  N.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  State. 
'State,  Lehigh  Valley   R.  R.  Co., 

pros'r,  r.  Mutchler,  42  N.  J.  461;  S. 
C.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  395. 
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3.  Bometimea  exempted  as  pablic  works. — Id  an  early  case 
in  the  legal  history  of  railroads  in  Massachusetts,  it  was  holdeii 
that  raih'oads  were  exempt  from  taxation  upon  general  principles 
applicable  to  all  public  works,  so  far  as  regarded  the  lands  and  in- 
terests necessary  to  the  public  easement.  The  Supreme  Court  of 
that  state,  Shaw,  Chief  Justice,  say:  *'  It  is  true,  that  the  real  and 
])er8onal  property,  necessary  to  the  establishment  and  management 
of  the  railroad,  is  vested  in  the  corporation;  but  it  is  in  trust  for 
the  public.  The  company  have  not  the  general  power  of  dis- 
posal, incident  to  the  absolute  right  of  property;  they  are 
obliged  to  use  it  in  a  particular  manner,  and  for  the  accomj)lish- 
ment  of  a  well  defined  public  object."  "Treating  the  railroad 
then  as  a  public  easement,  the  works  erected  by  the  corporation 
as  public  works,  intended  for  public  use,  we  consider  it  well 
established  that,  to  some  extent  at  least,  the  works,  necessarilv 
incident  to  such  public  easement,  are  public  works,  and  as  such 
exempted  from  taxation." ' 

The  extent  of  the  exemption,  where  it  is  adjudged  to  exist,  is 
ascertainable  by  considering  the  extent  of  the  public  easement 
intended  to  be  acquired,  secured  and  maintained,  and  tlie  fran- 
cliise  granted  to  enable  the  corporation  to  accomplish  the  intend- 
ed end.  Transportation  of  persons  and  goods  being  an  object  to 
be  accomplished,  for  this  purpose  the  company  may  hold,  and 
must  use,  lands,  materials,  engines,  cars,  warehouses,  and  other 
interests,  both  movable  and  immovable.  The  establishment  of 
the  track,  and  the  maintenance  of  these  works  and  things  for 
the  transportation  of  persons  and  property,  are  all  combined  to- 
gether as  one  public  object  to  be  attained,  and  the  privileges  in- 
cident to  the  one  are  incident  to  the  other.  For  such  lands  as 
the  company  are  authorized  to  take,  or  buy  to  the  same  extent, 
it  is  holden  that  the  company  are  "  not  liable  to  taxation;"  "nor 
for  any  buildings  or  structures  erected  thereon,  so  that  they  be 
reasonably  incident  to  the  support  of  the  railroad,  or  to  its 
proper  and  convenient  use,  for  the  carriage  of  passengers  and 
the  transportation  of  commodities;  and  that  this  includes  en- 
gine and  car  houses,  depots  for  the  accommodation  of  passen- 

Hnhabitants  of  Worcester  v.   The  Cush.  237;  Wayland  v.  Co.  Comrs.,  4 

Western  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Met.  564,  1  Am.  Gray,  500;  City  of  Charlestown  r.  Co. 

R.  W.  Cases,  350,  352;  Boston  &  Me.  Corars.,  1  Allen,  199:  Comm.  v,  Low- 

R.   R.   Co.  V.  City  of  Cambridge,  8  ell  Gas  Light  Co.,  12  Allen,  75. 
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gers,  and  warehouses  for  tlie  convenient  reception,  preservation 
and  delivery  of  merchandise  and  all  goods  and  articles  carried 
on  the  road.'  But  lands  acquired,  and  buildings  erected,  out- 
side the  limit  allowed  by  law  for  the  purposes  of  the  franchise, 
were  holden  to  not  be  entitled  to  such  exemption;  and  so  like- 
wise of  any  part  of  the  lands  acquired  within  the  limit  or 
quantity  fixed  by  law  as  liable  to  be  taken  for  the  franchise,  if 
afterward  used  for  other  purposes,  the  part  so  diverted  to  other 
purposes  becomes  liable  to  taxation.* 

4.  Of  exemption  from  taacation  as  federal  agencies. — A  tax 
upon  the  property  of  a  railroad  corporation,  not  including  the 
franchise  or  corporate  entity,  nor  being  a  tax  upon  any  act 
which  the  company  is  authorized  or  required  to  perform  or  do, 
i.s  not  an  interference  with  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers  or 
functions  of  the  general  government,  and  is  therefore  not  pro- 
hibited by  any  constitutional  inhibitions,  either  expressed  or  im- 
plied, notwithstanding  such  company  may  be  used  in  riiany  re- 
spects as  a  federal  agency;  this,  too,  whether  the  corporation 
be  created  by  state  or  by  federal  legislation.  Such  tax  leaves 
the  corporation  free  to  discharge  its  duties  toward  the  govern- 
ment, and  in  no  manner  impairs  its  efficiency  as  a  government 
agent,  or  in  the  performance  of  the  functions  by  which  it  is 
designed  to  serve  the  government*  But  a  tax  upon  tlie  opera- 
tions of  the  company  is  a  different  thing,  and  will  amount  to  an 
obstruction  to  the  exercise  of  the  federal  powers  or  functions.* 


^Inhabitants  of  Worcester  v.  The 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Met.  564;  S.  C. 
1  Ara.  R.  W.  Cases.  350,  352,  353, 
354;  Boston  &  Me.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Cam- 
bridge, «i<p)« ; Wayland  r.  Co.  Comrs., 
sii2)ya;  Charlestown  v.  Co.  Comrs., 
supra;  Comm.  v.  Lowell  G.  L.  Co., 
supra;  Railroad  Co.  r.  Berks  Comity, 
6  Penn.  St.  R.  70;  State  r.  Colh-.  of 
Middle  Township,  38  N.  J.  270,  13 
Am.  Ry.  Rep.  47. 

*  Inhabitants  of  Worcester  i\  The 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Met.  564;  S.  C. 
1  Am.  R.  W.  Cases,  a=JO,  354;  Bos- 
ton &  Me.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Cambridge, 
supra;  Wayland  r.  Co.  Comi-s.,  supra; 
Charlestown  v.  Co.  Comi"s.,  supi'a; 
Comm.  V,  Jjowell  G.  L.  Co.,  supra; 


Railroad  Co.  v.  Berks  Co..  6  Penn  St.  R. 
70;  State  v.  Collr.  of  Middle  Township, 
38  N.  J.  270,  13  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  47. 

'Thomson  v.  The  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
9  Wall.  579;  Union  Pac.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Peniston,  18  Wall.  5;  Union  Pac. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Lincoln  Co.,  1  Dill.  314; 
Huntington  v.  Cent.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co., 
2  Sawyer,  503;  Western  Union  Tel. 
Co.  V.  City  of  Richmond,  26Gratt.  1. 
And  the  same  principle  applies  to  its 
real  estate  situated  within  the  taxing 
state;  it  is  not  exempt:  People  v. 
Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  43Ciil.  39S, 
5  Am.  Ry.  Rcp.202. 

*  Railroad  Company  v.  Peniston,  18 
Wall.  5. 
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In  the  Railroad  Company  v.  Peniston,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
tlie  United  States,  Strong,  Justice,  says  that  "exemption  of 
Federal  agencies  from  state  taxation  is  dependent,  not  upon  tlie 
nature  of  the  agents,  or  upon  the  mode  of  their  constitution,  or 
upon  the  fact  that  they  are  agents,  but  upon  the  effect  of  the  tax; 
that  is,  upon  the  question  whether  tlie  tax  does  in  truth  deprive 
tliem  of  power  to  serve  the  government  as  they  were  intended 
to  serve  it,  or  does  hinder  the  eflScient  exercise  of  their  power. 
A  tax  upon  their  property'  lias  no  such  necessary  effect"  That 
if  not  imposed  on  the  right  to  exist,  or  perform  the  functions 
required  of  such  agencies,  or  for  which  they  were  created,  or 
upon  any  act  required  of  them  b}''  the  government,  it  is  not  an 
unlawful  interference  with  the  discharge  of  governmental  pow- 
ers.* 

5.  If  unconstitutional  to  create,  it  is  so  likewise  to  renew,  an 
exemption. — If  it  be  unconstitutional  for  a  state  to  invest  orig- 
inally a  corporation,  for  railroad  or  otlier  purposes,  with  exemp- 
tion from  taxation,  then  the  renewal  of  an  exemption  of  the  kind 
wiiich  had  once  existed,  and  had  thereafter  ceased  to  exist,  is 
e(|ually  objectionable  in  point  of  constitutionality.  Therefore, 
wliere  the  franchise  and  property  of  a  defaulting  railroad  cor- 
poration, being  exempt  from  taxation,  comes  into  the  possession 
and  ownership  of  the  state,  by  purchase  at  judicial  sale,  for  in- 
debtedness to  the  state,  and  the  same  is,  by  authority  of  law, 
re-sold  to  a  new  and  different  corporation,  it  is  holden  that  on  the 
same  becoming  vested  in  the  state,  the  exemption  was  extin- 
guished, and  tliat  in  the  hands  of  the  new  corporate  owners  it 
is  subject  to  taxation,  in  like  manner  as  is  other  corporate  prop- 
erty.* 

6.  Ordinary  method  of  taxation. — The  natural  and  more 
ordinary  way  of  taxing  raih'oad  and  other  corporate  interests  <»f 
private  corporations,  originally  was  to  tax  the  capital  stock 
through  the  shares  thereof.  Tlieir  aggregate  represents  the  whole 
value  of  the  corporate  franchise,  entity  and  interest,  whether  real, 
personal  or  mixed,  usedin  operating  the  enterprise;  and  when  they 

^  18  Wall.  36,  37;  People  v.  Central  tract  or  license,  is  exempt  from  taxa- 

Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  43  Cal.  398,  5  Am.  tion:  Chicajjo,    Rock    Island    &  Pac. 

T\y.  Rep.  202.     But  a  railroad  bridLre  R.  R.  Co.  r.  City  of  Davenport,  51  la. 

owned  by  the  government,  and  used  451. 

by  a  railroad  company  under  a  con-  *Trask  t'.  Maguire,  18  Wall.  391. 
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are  taxed,  the  whole  corporate  interest  is  taxed:  for  all  such  prop- 
erty as  is  servient  to  the  road  is  merged  in  the  corporate  fran- 
chise, and  is  represented  by  the  sliares  of  capital  stock,  and  their 
aororrecrate  value  is  its  at^ficreorate  value.* 

When  these  are  assessed  at  their  par  cash  value,  at  the  same 
ratio  OT pro  rata  of  value  as  other  interests  are  assessed,  in  re- 
lation to  the  par  cash  value  of  such  other  interests,  then  this  is 
Clonal  taxation  before  the  law.  Strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  other 
taxable  interest  to  be  taxed  as  mere  propej'ty,  for  all  that  which 
is  known  to  the  law  as  property  is  shorn  of  its  property  attributes, 
and  nier-cd  in  the  franchise,  by  being  worked  into,  or  made  serv- 
ient to,  the  road.  By  this  merger,  it  is  dedicated  to  this  particular 
use,  which  is  quasi  a  public  use,  and  does  not  remain,  as  before, 
capable  of  being  used  or  sold,  as  other  property  ordinarily  is,  to 
every  one  and  for  qvery  purpose.  It  is  therefore  only  valuable  fur 
the  use  to  which  it  is  dedicated,  for  its  original  general  attributes 
of  property  are  gone.  Its  aggregated  value  then  is,  not  what  it 
originally  cost,  nor  what  its  cash  value  would  be  if  severed  from 
the  corporate  franchise,  but  rather  is  indicated  by  the  value  of 
the  enterprise,  and  the  value  of  the  latter  is  unerringly  told  by 
the  ai!:o:re''ate  value  of  the  unwatered  stock.  It  should  be  taxed, 
then,  through  the  shares,  as  is  still  done  in  many  of  the  states.'* 

There  are  two  methods  of  efFectins:  this:  one  is  an  assessment 


*  Whiting  fj.  The  City  of  Madison 
ef  al.,  23Ind.  331,  liSo,  ;3:36;  Rome  R. 
R.  Co,  V.  The  City  of  Rome,  14  Geo. 
275.  In  North  Carolina  it  is  held  that, 
under  the  constitution  of  that  state, 
the  power  of  valuation  of  tangible 
property  being  vested  in  the  township 
board  of  trustees,  it  is  impossible  for 
the  Geneiul  Assembly  to  confer  the 
same  upon  the  governor,  tre:\snrer 
and  auditor:  Richmond  &  Danville 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Brogden.  74  N.  Car.  707, 
13  Am.  Ry.  Rop.  114;  St.  Louis,  Van- 
dalia  &  Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co  v.  Sur- 
rell,  88  III.  535,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rop.  :  56. 
S«'e,  as  to  valuation  of  capital  stock  in 
Illinois,  Porter  v,  Rockford,  R.I.  & 
St.  L.  R.  R.  Co.,  76  III.  561.  The 
assessment  of  property  for  taxation 
is  not  governed  by  any  exact  standard, 


and  that  adopted  by  the  assessors  will 
be  presumed  correct  until  the  con- 
trary appears:  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville R.  R.  Co.  V.  Slate,  8  Heisk. 
663,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  107.  Assessors 
need  not  hear  evidence  to  ascertain 
the  valuation;  and  so  with  a  board  of 
equalization:  St.  Louis,  Vandalia  <fe 
Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Surreil,  88 
III.  5:'>5,  21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  356. 

-See  as  to  the  status  of  capital 
Btock  under  the  revenue  laws  of  Illi- 
nois: Quincy  R.  R.  Bridge  Co.  t?. 
Adams  Co.,  ^8  111.  615,  21  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  378.  In  Virginia,  the  shares  are 
held  not  taxable  under  the  statute: 
City  of  Richmond  v.  Daniel,  14  Gratt. 
385.  .And  see  Farrington  v.  Tenncb- 
see,  95  U.  S.  679. 
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against  the  corporation  itself  for  the  whole  amonnt  of  its  capital 
stock,  which  assessment  the  company  pays,  and  deducts  fro  in  the 
profits  of  the  corporation,  and  thus  diminishes  the  dividends 
pro  tantOj  the  other  is,  to  assess  acrainst  tlie  capital  stockholders 
tiiemselves,  severally,  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  owned  by 
tiiem  respectively.*  The  latter  is  said  to  be  the  proper  mode  to 
adopt  in  all  cases  where  a  contrary  method  is  not  required  by 
law.' 

Thus  it  is  believed  that  the  true  principle  is  to  tax  the 
shares,  as  representing  the  whole  interest  or  vahie.  Thus 
where,  by  an  act  of  tiie  legislature  incorporating  a  railroad 
company,  the  company  were  authorized  to  procure,  purchase,  and 
hold  in  fee  simple,  improve  and  use,  for  all  purposes  of  business 
to  be  transacted  on  or  by  means  of  their  road,  lands  and  real 
estate,  and  to  manage  and  dispose  of  the  same  as  they  might  see 
lit,  dnd  such  act  declared  that  the  capital  stock  of  the  company 
should  be  divided  into  shares,  *'"  to  be  holden  and  considered  as 
personal  estate,"  it  was  holden  that  the  property  in  the  com- 
pany was  converted,  by  legislative  enactment,  into  personal 
estate,  and  was  no  longer  taxable  as  lands,  but  was  subject  to  tax- 
ation as  personalty  only,  by  taxing  the  shares  of  each  share- 
holder in  the  localitv  of  his  residence.* 

In  *  Massachusetts  the  rule  is,  to  tax  the  franchise  upon   the 
aggregate  value  of  all  the  shares;*    and  dividends  declared  pay- 


^  Con  well  V,  The  Town  of  Conners- 
ville,  15  Ind.  150;  Kin^  v.  The  City  of 
Madison,  17  Ind.  48;  Whitney  v.  the 
City  of  Madison  and  others,  23  Ind. 
331,  .335. 

2  Conwell  V.  The  Town  of  Conners- 
ville,  15  Ind.  150. 

^  Bangor  &  Piscataquis  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Harris,  21  Maine  R.  533,  1  Am.  R. 
Way  Cases,  131;  Tallman  t>.  The 
Treasurer  of  Butler  County,  12  Iowa, 
531;  The  City  of  Davenport  and 
others  v.  The  Miss.  &  Mo.  R.  R.  Co., 
12  Iowa,  539.  But  see  The  Mohawk 
&  Hudson  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Clute,  4  Paige, 
3.^4;  S.  C.  2  Am.  R.  W.  Cas.  552, 
where  the  ruling,  under  the  ptatute 
of  New  York,  seems  to  be  to  the  con- 


trary. And  where,  in  the  assess- 
mt^nt,  both  real  estate  and  personalty 
are  included  in  the  valuation,  with- 
out distinction,  before  the  valuation 
can  be  increased,  the  commissioners 
must  obtain  jurisdiction  as  to  both: 
Kansa<  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  r.  Russell,  8 
Kans.  558,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  232. 

*  Commonwealth  i;.  Lowell  Gas 
Light  Co.,  12  Allen,  75;  Commw.  r. 
Hamilton  Mfg.  Co.,  Id,  208;  Hamil- 
ton Co.  V.  Mass.,  6  Wall.  6:32;  Boston 
&  Lowell  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Commonwealth, 
100  Mass.  399;  S.  C.  1  Withrow,  6:^8, 
642,  64^^;  Porter  v.  Rockford.  Rock  Isl- 
and &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.,  76  111.  561; 
State  R.  R.  Tax  Cases,  92  U.  S.  575. 
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able  in  tlic  future,  with  ii\tore?t,  '♦vhich  are  incorporated  in 
new  stock  certilicjites  of  the  old  stock,  and  the  old  certifi- 
cates called  in,  and  payahle  in  cash,  at  par,  or  in  stock  certifi- 
cates, at  the  option  of  tJie  coinpany,  are  holden  to  substantially 
amount  to  so  much  increase  in  value  of  the  capital  stock  repre- 
sented by  the  shares,  and  to  be  a  fit  subject  for  inclusion  in 
the  amount  of  the  agjrrei^ate  value  of  the  shares.  The  Snpreme 
Court  of  that  state  hold  the  following  language  on  the  subject: 
"  It  is  the  afirnrrewfate  value  of  all  the  shares,  which  must  be  taken 
as  the  value  of  the  franchise  for  taxation;  and  it  makes  no  dif- 
ference that,  by  reason  of  privileges  more  or  less  permanently 
attached  to  some  of  the  shares,  there  is  a  difference  in  the  mnr- 
ket  value.  If  this  was  in  the  form  coninjon  in  some  states,  of 
preferred  stock,  it  wonld  then  go  in  at  its  market  value,  with 
the  common  stock  at  its  value,  to  make  the  aggregate.  *  * 
*  It  is  an  element  which  must  be  included  in  ascertaining 
the  value  of  the  franchise."  * 

And  under  a  statute  of  Iowa,  requiring  that  railroad  and 
other  corporate  interests  should  be  taxable  through  the 
shares  of  capital  stock,  it  is  holden  that  during  the  existence  of 
such  law,  such  manner  of  taxation  was  the  only  method  of  tax- 
ing railroad  interests  by  law;  and  that  to  tax  also  any  part  of 
the  property,  real  or  personal,  which  was  actually  servient  to 
the  franchise,  as  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  same,  was 
illegal,  and  would  amount  to  double  taxation.' 

Of  course,  the  pro  rata  of  the  real  value  in  the  market  of  a  share 
of  stock,  under  this  system,  should  be  the  same,  in  assessing,  as 
in  reference  to  money,  property,  and  other  taxable  interests. 
No  more  should  be  assessed  against  $100  value  of  capital  stock- 
of  market  value,  than  against  the  same  value  in  money. 


'  100  Mass.  404. 

2  City  of  Davenport  and  others  r. 
Tho  Miss.  &  Mo.  R.  R.  Co.  and  others, 
12  Iowa,  539.  Under  the  Alabama 
Revenue  Law  of  1868,  two  distinct 
systems  of  assessment  are  provided, 
— one  of  general  subjects  of  taxation, 
to  be  made  by  the  assessor,  the  other 
of  railroads  and  their  rolling  stock,  to 
be  made  by  the  auditor;  therefore 
the  assessor  can  not  assess  railroads 


or  rolling  stock.  The  act  provides 
for  an  assessment  for  state  taxation 
alone,  and  under  it  property  can  not 
be  assessed  for  county  taxes.  After 
equalization  of  the  assessment  by  the 
county  board,  the  county  commission- 
ers levy  a  tax  on  the  state  assessments 
for  county  purposes.  Thus  the  state 
taxes  alone  are  assessed,  the  county 
taxes  are  only  levied:  Perry  Conn  y 
V.  Selma,  Marion  &  Memphis  R.  R. 
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Wliere,  by  law,  taxation  of  railroad  interests  representee! 
by  the  capita!  stock  of  the  company,  is  tlins  required  to  be  by 
taxing  the  shares  of  such  stock,  it  is  competent  for  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state  wherein  the  road  is  situated  to  tax  alike,  thronixh 
the  corporation,  and  cc>^lect  the  same  of  it,  all  the  shares  there- 
of, whether  holden  by  domestic  or  by  non-resident  shareholders. 
AVcre  it  not  so,  then  that  portion  of  the  corporate  interest  holden 
by  persons  residing  abroad,  although  its  source  of  value  and 
very  foundation  of  existence  is  situate  in  and  protected  by  the 
laws  of  such  state,  would  remain  untaxed,  and  would  contribute 
nothing  to  the  maintenance  of  the  state.  This  is  still  the  more 
just  view  when  we  consider  that,  by  such  law  allowing  taxation 
throusrh  the  shares  only,  that  which  is  otherwise  real  estate — the 
lands  of  the  company  holden  for  the  purposes  of  the  franchise  — 
are  not  subject  to  taxation,  and  would  not  be  reached,  they  being 
treated  as  personalty  iinder  the  statute,  for  taxable  purposes.* 

In  the  case  of  Mi  not  v.  The  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  &  Bal- 
timore Kail  road  Comj)any  and  others,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  lay  it  down  as  law  that  the  state  may  lawfully 
tax  the  corporation  itself,  as  soiqething  of  some  value,  the  meas- 
ure of  which  may  be  estimated  bv  reference  to  the  affarresrate 
value  of  its  capital  stock;  and  that  such  is  not  a  tax  upon  the 
individual  stock  or  interest  of  the  stockholder.     That  court  say, 


Co.,  58  Ala.  546,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
IJ72.  The  clauses  in  relation  to  the 
asnossment  of  property  which  has  es- 
caped taxation,  have  no  application 
to  such  cases:  Ihid.  Under  an  act 
subsequently  declared  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional, the  state  auditor  instructed  the 
collector  of  Perry  county  not  to  collect 
taxes  from  a  railroad  comf)any  for  a 
certain  year,  which  was  obeyed.  It 
was  held  not  binding  on  the  officer, 
and  that  the  company  was  liable  to 
pay  the  tax:  ihhJ.  In  Illinois,  the 
rolling  stock  and  track  of  railway 
companies  must  be  :  ssessed  for  taxa- 
tion by  the  state  board  of  equalization, 
but  all  other  railroad  property  is 
a-sesscd  by  local  assessors,  and  the 
stare  board  (except  sis  a  boiird  of 
equalization)  has  nothing  to  do  with 


its  valuation:  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  H.  R.  Co.  v.  Siders,  88  111.  320. 
21  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  304.  Whether  the 
valuation  of  railroad  property  is  repi^ 
Rented  solely  in  the  valuation  of  its 
tangible  property,  or  in  the  valuation 
of  that  and  its  stock,  will  not  be  re- 
garded as  evidence  of  unjust  discrim- 
ination: Ihld.  The  board  may  in- 
crease the  valuation  returned  by  offi- 
cers of  the  company,  without  hearing 
any  evidence  to  impeach  the  return: 
St.  Louis,  Vamlali.v  ATeri-e  Haute  R. 
R.  Co.  r.  Surrell,  88  111.  53".,  21  Am. 
Ry.  IJep.  :j:>6. 

'  Faxton  v.  McCosh,  12  Iowa,  527. 
But  see  Couini.  r.  Chesapeake?  &.  Ohio 
R.  R.  C(..,  27Gratt.  :J44,  17  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  126. 
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tliat  in  such  case  ^'the  tax  is  neither  imposed  upon  the  shares 
of  the  individual  stockholders  nor  upon  the  property  of  the 
corporation,  but  is  a  tax  upon  the  corporation  itself,  measured 
by  a  percentage  upon  the  cash  value  of  a  certain  proportional 
part  of  the  shares  of  its  capital  stock;  a  rule  wliich,  though  an 
arbitrary  one,  is  approximately  just,  at  any  rate  is  one  which  the 
legislature"  was  "at  liberty  to  adopt."* 

That  court  add,  moreover,  in  the  same  case,  by  way  of  illus- 
tration, that  a  state  "may  impose  taxes  upon"  a  "corporation 
as  an  entity  existing  under  its  laws,  as  well  as  upon  the  capital 
stock  of  the  corporation  or  its  separate  corporate  propert)"; 
and  that  the  manner  of  arriving  at  its  value,  as  well  as  the  rate 
of  taxation,  however  arbitrary  or  capricious,  are  mere  matters 
of  Iccrislative  discretion. 

In  the  same  connection  the  court  lay  down  the  law  (as  holden 
in  12  Iowa,  339,  above  cited),  that  although  "  the  power  of  tax- 
ation of  every  state  is  necessarily  confined  to  subjects  within  its 
jurisdiction,"  yet  if  the  charter  provide  for  taxation  of  the  shares 
at  the  locality  of  the  company  or  corporation,  such  shares  may 
be  there  taxed  through  the  corporation  as  shares,  by  requiring  it 
to  withhold  the  amount  from  the  annual  dividends,  notwith- 
standing a  portion  or  even  all  the  shares  of  capital  be  owned  by 
persons  residing  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  state.' 

But  a  railroad  company  can  not  be  taxed  as  for  the  amount  of 
a  mortgage  or  mortgages  given  and  owing  by  itself  to  non-resi- 
dent mortgagors,  as  a  tax  against  the  company.  It  is  only  liable 
to  pay  taxes  on  what  it  owns,  and  not  on  what  it  owes  to,  or 
\vhat  belongs  to,  others.'  Nor  can  such  mortgage  interests,  if 
belonging  to  non-residents,  be  taxed  to  such  non-residents  by 
the  state  wherein  the  mortgaged  estate  is  situate;  for  a  mort- 
gage, being  personal  property,  or  a  mere  personal  interest,  (»r 
chose  in  action,  attaches  to  the  person  of  the  owner  wherever  he 
be,  and  is  therefore  not  property  within  the  state,  and  by  it  is 
not  subject  to  taxation.* 

>  18  Wall.  206,  231.  City  of  Charleston,    96    U.   S.  4''»2; 

M8  Wall.  206,  229,  230,  2:^.  Kirtland  v.  Hotchkiss,  100  U.  S.  41)1; 

'  Story's  Confl.   of  Laws,  sec.  .S70;  Comm.  v.  Ches.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  27 

Angell  &  Ames  on  Corpns.,   sec.  4^<');  Gratt.  344. 

City  of  Davenport  r.  Miss.  &  Mo.  R.  ♦  City  of  Davenport  and  othere  v, 

R.   Co.,   12  la.  539,  547;  Murray  v.  The  Miss.  &  Mo.  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Iowa, 
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In  Missouri,  the  principle  has  been  to  tax  railroads  thron^h 
tlie  shares  of  stuck;  and  it  is  there  held  that  the  railroad  ^rant 
lands  ceded  to  railroad  companies  bj  Congress  and  the  state 
Icsrislaturc  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  their  roads,  are  not  tax- 
able  as  such  in  the  respective  counties  where  situated,  but  are 
included  in  the  taxation  paid  npon  the  sliares  of  stock  under  the 
revenue  law  of  said  state  of  1852;  and  that  to  tax  these  lands  in 
kind  would,  j9r^  tanto^  amount  to  double  taxation,  and  was  not 
allowable.^ 

In  Missouri  it  is  held  that,  under  the  statutes  of  that  state, 
the  personal  property  of  a  railroad  company  which  has  a  local 
StfMS,  separate  from  the  personal  residence  of  the  owner,  is  to  be 
tJtxed  in  the  countv  where  it  has  such  actual  situs,  and  is  not 
there  temporarily.'  But  this  principle  (says  the  court)  can  not 
apply  to  rolling  stock  of  the  corporation,  which  is  only  in  a 
county  during  transit,  or  when  temporarily  detained  there  to  re- 
ceive or  discharge  freight.'     For  taxation  of  the  latter,   nnder 


639,  o47;  Story's  Confl.  of  Laws,  sec 
379;  Angell  &  Ames  on  Corps.,  sec. 
4'^').  The  state  will  be  held  to  have 
waived  its  lien  for  taxes,  as  to  subse- 
quent mortgragees,  by  authorizing  the 
railroad  company  to  make  bonds  and 
mortgages,  and  by  enabling  acts  con- 
taining no  intimation  that  the  priority 
of  the  lien  for  taxps  was  to  be  pre- 
served: Newport  &  Cincinnati  Bridge 
Co.  V.  Douglass,  12  Bush,  673,  18  Am. 
Ky.  Rep.  221 . 

» State  V.  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  R.  R. 
Co.,  37  Mo.  205;  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Shacklf^tt,  30  Mo.  550. 

2  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Ca.^53  Co..  53 
Mo.  17.  And  see  Porter  v.  Rockford, 
Rock  Island  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  Co.,  76 
III.  561;  Irvin  v.  New  Orleans,  St. 
Louis  &  Chicago  R.  R.  Co.,  94  111. 
105;  City  of  Dubuque  v.  Illinois  Cen- 
tral R.  R.  Co.,  39  la.  56,  8  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  496;  S,  C.  in  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
124,  overruling  City  of  Davenport  v, 
Mi^s.  &  Mo.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  la.  348. 
Tlie  provision  of  the  city  charter  of 
Buffalo,  that  goods  and  chattels  upon 
lands  shall  be  deemed  to  belong  to 


the  owner  of  the  landi«,  does  not  ap- 
ply to  the  property  of  a  person  not 
liable  for  the  tax,  transiently  upon 
the  land,  but  in  use  by  the  owner: 
Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  Southern  Ry. 
Co.  V.  Roach,  80  N.  Y.  339;  S.  C.  i 
Am.  &  Eng.  R.  R.  Cas.  184.  Such 
property,  when  taken  by  the  collector 
under  his  warrant,  may  be  replevie<l 
by  the  owner,  notwithstanding  the 
statute  require  an  affidavit  that  prop- 
erty about  to  be  replevied  is  not 
taken  for  a  tax.  In  such  a  case,  the 
property  is  not  taken  for  a  tax  against 
the  owner:  Ibid.  But  it  can  not  be 
shown  in  such  case  that  the  ostensible 
owner  of  the  land  is  not  the  real  owner: 
Ibid. 

'  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Casa  County 
and  othei-s,  53  Mo.  17.  See,  also,  to 
the  same  point,  and  like  rulings,  San- 
gamon &  Morgan  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Morgan 
County.  14  III.  163;  Hays  p.  Pacific 
Mail  Steam-ship  Co.,  17  How.  596; 
City  of  Sacramento  v.  Cal,  Stage  Co., 
12  Cal.  134;  People  v.  Niles,  35  Cal. 
282;  Orange  &  Alexandria  R.  R.  Co. 
V,    City    Council    of   Alexandria,    17 
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the  laws  of  Missouri,  the  corporation  is  treated  as  having  its 
residence  at  its  principal  place  of  business  offices;  and  at  such 
place  the  rolling  stock  is  taxable,  as  following  the  person  and 
residence  of  the  owner.* 

The  statute  of  Wisconsin  exempting  from  taxation,  other 
than  that  levied  by  a  percentage  of  income  of  the  company,  the 
track,  right  of  way  and  other  property  of  railroad  companies 
necessarily  used  in  operating  their  roads,  is  held  not  to  include 
hotels  or  eating  houses  run  or  kept  by  a  lessee  or  lessees  of  the 
railroad  company  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers,  whereat 
all  others  wishing  to  become  guests  thereof  are  accustomed  to  be 
received  and  entertained.'  Seinhle^  however,  that  if  kept  by 
railroad  companies  themselves,  for  the  exclusive  accommodation 
of  employes  and  passengers,  the  ruling  would  be  otherwise.' 

Where  the  tax  is  not  illegal,  or  the  valuation  excessive,  its  col- 
lection will  not  be  restrained  by  injun^ction  because  of  irregular- 
ities in  the  assessment.* 


Gratt.  176.  The  company  operating 
the  road  is  liable  to  be  taxed  upon  all 
rolling  stock  nsed  upon  the  road, 
whether  they  are  or  arc  not  owners  of 
the  road,  or  of  the  rolling  stock  so 
taxed,  and  hence  are  liable  for  taxes 
assessed  upon  sleeping  cars  owned 
and  furnished  by  othei*s,  but  so  ust'd 
upon  the  road :  Kennedy  v.  St.  Louis, 
Vandalia  &  Terre  Haute  R.  R.  Co.,  62 
111.  395,  7  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  846. 

*  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Cass  Co.,  supra; 
Dubuque t?.  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra; 
Appeal  Tax  Court  p.  Western  Mil.  R. 
R.  Co.,  50  Md.  274;  Phil,  Wilm.  & 
Bait.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  App.  Tax  Ct.,  Id, 
397;  Appeal  Tax  Ct.  r.  N.  Cent.  Ry. 
Co.,  Id,  417.  And  where  the  com- 
pany is  created  by  the  laws  of  another 
state,  the  situs  of  such  property,  for 
the  purpose  of  taxation,  is  that  of  the 
property  of  the  manager  or  agent  in 
whose  possession  it  is;  in  contempla- 
tion of  law  it  is  his:  Dubuque  r.  111. 
Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra.  See  note  on 
these  cases  post^  sul)dn.  21 — Taxation 
by  Municipal  Corporations. 

'"The  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.  v, 
9i 


Board  of  Supervisors  of  Crawford 
County,  29  Wis.  116;  Same  v.  City  of 
Milwaukee,  34  Wis.  271.  But  see  Os- 
bom  r.  Hartford  &  New  Haven  R.  R. 
Co.,  40  Conn.  498,  5  Am.  Ry,  Rt»p. 
226;  State  r.  Bait.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co., 
4S  Md.  49;  Erie  Co.  v.  Erie  &  W. 
Trans.  Co.,  87  Penn.  St.  434. 

"The  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.  r. 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  Crawford 
County,  29  Wis.  116;  Same  v.  City  of 
Milwaukee,  34  Wis.  271.  After  re- 
covering for  taxes  for  particular  years, 
the  Commonwealth  can  not  luaintain 
another  action  to  recover  a  baiance  for 
those  years:  Newport  &  Cincinnati 
Bridge  Co.  v.  D  juglass,  12  Bush,  673, 
IS  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  221.  In  Kentucky, 
on  judgments  recovered  by  the  com- 
monwealth in  actions  prosecuted  by 
the  attorney-general,  Vvo  per  cent,  is 
to  be  taxed  as  costs :  Ihtd,  And  where 
an  additional  suit  is  prosecuted  to  sat- 
isfy the  judgment,  the  two  per  cent, 
should  be  again  taxed  as  costs  upon 
the  amount  realized  therein. 

•Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Russell, 
8  Kans.  558,  5  Am.   Ry.  Rep.   232. 
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7.  Tax  upon  gross  receipts. — A  State  tax  upon  the  f^rosH  re- 
ceipts and  earnings  of  railroad  companies  is  not  unconstitntional, 
as  tending  to  interfere  with  the  commerce  among  the  states,  nor 
as  a  violation  of  the  provision  of  the  federal  constitution  whicli 
inhibits  the  states  from  laying  any  imposts  or  duties  on  imports 
or  exports,  except  what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  executing 
its  inspection  laws.  Such  method  of  taxation  is  valid,  although 
the  receipts  and  earnings  be  in  part  from  freights  transported 
into  or  out  of  the  state,  into  or  out  of  another  state,  or  through 

one  or  more  states,  into  one  or  more  other  states.* 

8.  Power  of  county  to  tax  in  unorganized  attached  county. — 
The  annexation  of  an  unorganized  territory  or  count}'  to  an  or. 
ganized  county  by  legislative  enactmeut,  **for  judicial  and  reve- 
nue purposes,"  carries  with  it  the  right  of  the  county  to  which  the 
unorganized  territory  or  county  ia  so  attached,  to  levy  and  collect 
taxes  therein,  the  same  as  in  its  own  more  restricted  limits;  and 
it  therefore  follows  that  where  a  tax  pn  a  railroad  is  otherwise 
leoral,  it  mav  be  levied  and  collected  of  such  railroad  in  such  nn- 
organized  county,  in  like  manner  as  in  the  organized  county.' 

9.  National  taxation  of  railroad  stock  dividends  and  mort- 
gage interests. — Income  tax  on  railroad  dividends,  under  the  act 
of  Congress  of  1864,  and  amendatory  acts,  is  held  to  be  asse>s- 
able  for  the  year  in   which  the  dividends  are   made  payable; 


Taxes  may  be  recovered  by  an  ordina- 
ry attion  at  law,  notwithstanding  the 
legislature  may  have  provided  a  spe- 
cial remedy,  unless  a  contrary  inten- 
tion clearly  appears:  City  of  Dubuque 
r.  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  89  la.  5G, 
20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  124.  And  ife  is  too 
late  to  make  such  objection  in  the  su- 
preme court:  Ibid ;  Perry  Co.  v.  Sel- 
ma,  Marion  &  Memphis  R.  R.  Co.,  58 
Ala.  546.  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  872.  But 
a  county  is  not  exempt  from  the  oper- 
ation of  statutes  of  limitation.  In 
Alabama,  however,  there  is  no  provis- 
ion applicable  to  such  a  claim,  and 
there  is  no  bar  but  the  presumption  of 
payment  arising  from  the  lapse  of 
time — not  less  than  twenty  years:  Per- 


r>'  Co.  r.  S.,  M.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.  And 
an  acquiescence  by  a  commissioner's 
court  in  an  unconstitutional  act  re- 
mitting taxes  assessed  agamst  a  rail- 
road company,  is  no  surrender  of  the 
claim,  or  bar  to  iti?  ^assertion :  Ibid. 

»  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  r.  The  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  15  Wall.  2-^4;  Bait,  tt 
Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Maryland,  21  Wall. 
4o6. 

2  Union  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lincoln 
County,  1  Dillon's  C.  C,  R.  314;  Union 
Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  P.  Peniston,  18  Wall.  5. 
And  a  law  providing  for  the  collection 
of  state  taxes  in  the  unorganized  coun- 
ties themselves,  is  valid:  Francis  r. 
Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  R.R.Co., 
19  Kans.  803,  19  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  20. 
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honce  dividends  declared  in  December,  1869,  but  payable  in 
Jannary,  1870,  were  properly  liable  to  income  tax  for  1870,  the 
3'ear  in  which  they  were  payable,  and  not  for  1869,  the  year  in 
which  the  earnings  accrued.  The  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  say,  Strong,  Justice:  "  the  duty  arises  when  the  dividend 
is  payable."  That  the  act  of  Congress  "  seems  to  contemplate  a 
tax  upon  income  received  or  receivable,  something  out  of  which 
tlie  tax  can  be  paid."  That  *'  if  it  were  not  so,  the  tax  might  be 
exacted  for  that  which  never  came,  and  never  could  come,  into 
tlie  hands  of  the  taxpayer." ' 

"  Interest  certificates,"  so  called,  and  being  certificates  made 
payable  to  the  stockholders  out  of  the  future  earnings  of  the 
roads,  and  at  the  pleasure  of  the  company,  and  bearing  dividends, 
area  "dividend  in  scrip,"  within  sec.  22  of  Int.  Rev.  Act  of 
June  30,  1864,  as  amended,  and  as  such  are  amenable  to  taxa- 
tion thereunder.'  In  order  to  determine  this  question,  evidence 
from  the  reports  of  the  companj',  and  from  those  of  a  company 
with  which  it  became  consolidated,  is  allowable,  to  show  the 
payment  of  dividends  on  the  certificates.' 

Covenants  in  a  railroad  mortgage,  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
to  pay  a  stipulated  annual  interest  on  the  bonds  thereby  secured, 
without  defalcation  or  diminution  on  account  of  or  for  any  tax 
or  taxes  imposed  upon  or  collected  from  the  company,  do  not 
oblige  the  company  to  reimburse  to  the  bondholder,  or  to  pay, 
the  income  percentage  imposed  upon  the  income  of  the  bond- 
holder, or  holder  of  coupons,  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  in 
relation  to  revenue  to  be  withheld  by  the  company  and  paid  to 
the  government,  out  of  the  interest  payable  to  the  holders  of  cou- 
pons. Such  covenants  bear  relation  exclusively  to  the  usual 
undertakings  between  the  parties  to  the  mortgage.  The  tax, 
though  collectible  through  the  company,  is  an  income  tax  on 
tlie  holders  of  the  conpous,  and  not  upon  the  company.* 

*  Philadelphia  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  the    penalty    is  one    thousand    dol- 

V.   Barnes,    1   Withrow's  Corp.   Cas.  lars,  as    specially    provided    therein. 

114,  124.  The  penalty  of  five  per  cent.,  and  in- 

'  Bailey  r.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  terest  at  one  per  cent,  per  month,  ap- 

Wall.  604,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rtp.  121.  plies  only  to  defaults  in  the  payment 

'  Ibid,  of  duties  on  incomes,  imposed  by  sec. 

*Haight   V,    The  Railroad  Co.,  6  IH),  as  amended:    Erskine  r.  Mil  wan- 
Wall.  15.    For  default  under  sec.  122  kee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co.,  4  Otto,  619. 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  Act  of  June  IG  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  154. 
30,  1864,  M  amended  July  13,  1866, 
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10.  Taxation  for  street  improvements. — An  iROOrporatrl 
town  or  dity  having  power  by  its  charter  to  require  of  property 
holders  abutting  upon  the  pubh'c  streets  tlie  making  of  sidi*- 
walks  and  street  improvements  in  front  of  such  property,  has 
the  same  authority  to  compel  a  railroad  company  to  thus  im- 
prove the  sidewalks  and  streets  in  front  of  its  gronnds  as  snch 
city  authorities  have  in  that  respect  in  reference  to  the  <rroiinds 
of  natural  persons  abutting  upon  such  public  ways.  The  fact 
tlirtt  the  corporation  is  otherwise  taxed  for  general  purposes,  does 
nc>t  avail  to  prevent  the  enforcement  of  a  municipal  regnUition 
of  such  special  character  against  it,  or  to  exempt  such  corpora- 
tion from  like  liability  to  make  such  improvements  as  attach 
to  natural  persons,  who  in  like  manner  may  have  paid  a  general 
tax.* 

But  it  is  held  that  railroad  companies  are  not  liable  to  an  as- 
Fcrrsment  for  paving  a  street  in  front  of  their  depot  and  along 
their  track,  or  for  laying  out  a  highway,'  especially  where  there 
is  no  depot  or  stopping  place  on  the  street  so  improved.' 

In  New  Jersey  it  is  said  that  lands  acquired  for  a  public  use 
by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  and  which  are 
essential  for  the  purposes  of  the  railroad,  must  be  regarded,  for 
purposes  of  taxation,  as  devoted  to  the  public  use.*  In  assessing 
such  lands  for  local  improvements,  therefore,  the  increase  in  their 
market  value  can  not  be  considered;  if  not  benefited  in  their 
present  use,  the  assessment  must  be  made  on  a  valuation  de- 
pending on  a  probability  that  they  may  be  converted  to  otiier 
uses.*  When  the  property  is  legally  subject  to  assessment,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  are  regular,  the  report  is 
conclusive,  in  the  absence  of  other  proof,  of  benefit  received,  and 
its  amount  and  value.* 


»The  Burlington  &  Mo.  River  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Spearman,  12  Iowa,  112; 
Peru  &  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ban- 
na, 68  Ind.  562;  Troy&  Lansingburgh 
IJ.  R.  Co.  r.  Kane,  9  Hun,  506. 

^City  of  Bridgeport  v.  New  Yoik 
k  New  Haven  R.  R.  Co.,  36  Conn. 
2")");  New  York  &  New  Haven  R.  R. 
Co.,  &  Short  Line  Ry..  v.  City  of  New 
Haven,  42  Conn.  279.  1  >  .\m.  Ry.  Rep. 
162.    And  see  Juccti  m  R.  R.  Co.  v. 


Citv  of  Phil.,  as  Penn.  St.  424;  New 
York  &  Harlem  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Mom- 
sania,  7  Him,  652;  London,  B.  &  S. 
C.  Ry.  Co.  V.  St.  Giles,  Law  Rep.,  4 
Exch.  Div.  2^9. 

» State  V.  Newark,  2  Dutch.  519. 

♦State  9.  Jersey  City,  36  N.  J.  Law, 
56,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  302;  S.  C.  42  N. 
J.  97,  1  Am.  &  Enir.  R.  R.  Cas.  406. 

*  State  V.  Jersey  City. 

•State  V.  Jersey  City,  42  N.  J.  97. 
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11.  Taxation  of  raihoad  grant  lands. — In  the  Burlington  and 
llissonri  River  Railroad  Company  against  Ilayne,  Treasurer  of 
Wapello  county,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa  hold  (what  indeed 
never  was  disputed)  that  lands  granted  by  United  States  in  aid 
of  the  construction  of  railroads  in  Iowa,  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  15th  of  May,  1856,  are  taxable  as  the  property  of, 
and  in  the  hands  of,  such  railroad  companies,  whenever  the  le- 
gal title  in  fee  is  unconditionally  vested  in  those  companies.' 
The  real  point  raised  by  the  pleadings  was,  their  liabilit}^  to  taxa- 
tion before  the  end  of  the  ten  years  allowed  for  reverting  to  tlie 
United  States,  in  case  of  failure  to  complete  the  road  within  that 
time,  and  when  in  fact  the  road  was  not  yet  completed.  The 
(supposed) agreement  in  court,  although  the  counsel,  and  the  only 
one,  for  the  company,  the  writer  never  knew  anything  of  until  he 
saw  it  referred  to  in  the  reported  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  Union  Pacific  Railway  Co.  v.  McSliane*  it  was  held, 
overruling  on  this  point  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Co.  v, 
Prescott,'  that  the  contingent  right  of  pre-emption  jn  lands 
granted  to  the  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  did  not  constitute 
an  exemption  of  those  lands  from  state  taxation;  and  it  was 
further  held,  in  conformity  with  the  latter  case,  that  lands  on 
which  a  patent  has  not  issued,  are  exempt;  but  when  the  patent 
issues,  the  liability  to  taxation  arises,  irrespective  of  any  ques- 
tion of  the  payment  of  costs.*  The  same  principle  underlies  a 
decision  in  Iowa,  that  where  the  governor  is  directed  by  statute 
to  certify  to  railroad  companies  lands  held  by  the  state  in  trust 
for  their  benefit,  they  became  then,  by  force  of  the  statute  merely, 
invested  with   the   legal  title   thereto,  and   subject  to  taxation 


'  Burlingrton  &  Mo.  River  Railroad 
Co.  V.  Hayne,  19  Iowa,  137;  Central 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Howard,  52  Cal. 
227,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  HI;  Wisconsin 
(\mt.  R.R.  Co.  V.  Taylor  Co.,  52  Wis. 
S7;  S.  C.  1  Am.  &  Bug.  R.R.  Cas. 
5:V2. 

»22  Wall.  444;  S.  C,  11  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  456. 

3  16  Wall.  603. 

*  And  8  e  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Howard,  51  Cal.  229,  12  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 


98;  and  S.  C.  in  52  Id.  227,  20  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  111.  In  these  cases  it  is  said 
that  such  lands  are  not  taxable  until 
the  conditions  of  the  grant  are  com- 
plied with,  and  the  company  has 
become  entitled  to  a  patent;  but  that 
if  the  company  has  become  vested 
with  a  perfect  equitable  title,  leaving 
only  a  bare  legal  title  in  the  United 
States,  the  land  is  taxable.  See  also. 
Wis.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Taylor  Co., 
supra. 
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thereon.'  But  in  Towa  it  is  also  held  that  snch  granted  lands 
become  taxable  npon  bein*^  earned  bj  the  company^  notwith- 
6tandin<]:  the  legal  title  still  remains  in  the  government;*  but 
this  rule  is  not  applicable  when  there  are  obstacles  preventing 
the  government  from  granting  a  clear  title,  such  as  undeter- 
mined homesteid  entries  on  the  land.* 

12.  Inter-state  taxation. — The  Stocks  and  bonds  of  a  railroad 
corporation  are  not  only  subject  to  taxation  in  the  state  wherein 
snch  railroad  company  exists  and  exercises  its  franchise,  but  when 
a  railroad  company  becomes  inter  state  in  its  character,  and  ex- 
ercises its  functions,  and  operates  its  road,  in  two  or  more  states, 
the  stock  and  bonds  thereof  are  liable  to  taxation,  according  to 
the  ruling  in  Pennsylvania,  in  each  of  such  states,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  or  value  of  road  in  such  states  respectively.* 
And  such  taxes  may  be  collected  off  the  railroad  company,  if  the 
statute  law  so  provides,  and  be  recouped  or  withheld  by  the 
company  out  of  the  dividends  and  interest  coupons  payable  by 
the  company.*  But  this  ruling  is  peculiar  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
does  not  prevail  elsewhere.* 

But  such  bonds  may  not  be  taxed  by  state  authority  when 
payable  at  a  place  out  of  the  state  assuming  to  tax  the  same,  and 
issued  to,  or  held  hy,  persons  not  residents  of  the  state  in  which 
such  tax  is  levied;  and  a  law  of  a  state  requiring  a  railroad 
company  to  withhold  a  j)er  centum  of  the  interest  payable  on 
such  bonds,  and  going  to  non-residents,  and  to   ]>ay  over  the 


>  Sioux  City  &  Sfc.  Paul  R.  R.  Co.  t?. 
Osceola  Co.,  43  la.  318,  14  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  450;  C.  P.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Howard, 
52  Cal.,  supra, 

^lowa  Homestead  Co.  v.  Webster 
Co.,  21  la.  221;  Chicafro,  Burlinjfton 
&  Quincy  Ry.  Co.  v.  Holdworth,  47  la. 
20. 

3  Dickerson  v.  Yetzer,  53  la.  681 ;  S. 
C.  6  N.  W.  Repr.  41,  21  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  176. 

*N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sabin, 
26  Penn.  St.  242;  Commonwealth  v. 
The  Cleveland,  Painesville  &  .Ashta- 
bula R.  R.  Co.,  29  Penn.  St.  370;  Del. 
k  Hudson  Canal  Co.  v.  Comm.,  43 
Penn.  St.  227;  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne 


&  Chi.  Ry.  Co.  v.  The  Common- 
wealth, 66  Penn.  St.  73;  S.  C.  5  Am. 
R.  344;  Burlington  k  S.  W.  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Putnam  Co.,  5  Dill.  289. 

» Maltby  r.  Reading  &  C.  R.  R.  Co.. 
52  Penn.  St.  140;  Pittsburg,  Fort 
Wayne  &  Chi.  R.  W.  Co.  r.  The  Com- 
monwealth, 66  Penn.  St.  73;  Del., 
Lack.  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Coram., 
66  Penn.  St.  64;  Buffalo  &  Erie  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Comra.,  3  Brewst.  374. 

*  Northern  Cent.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Jack- 
son, 7  Wall.  262;  Mun-ay  p.  City  of 
Charleston,  96  U.  S.  432;  Kirtland  r. 
Hotxihkisa,  100  U.  S.  491;  Comm.  r. 
Ches.  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co..  27  Gratt.  344. 
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same  to  the  state,  as  a  tax  npon  such  securities,  or  on  the  income 
or  annual  interest  accruing  thereon,  is  void  for  want  of  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  state  over  the  subject-matter,  wliich  is  property  be- 
yond its  contines,  and  also  void  as  impairing  the  obligation  of 
the  contract,  under  color  of  levying  and  collecting  a  tax/ 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  cited  here 
from  15  Wallace,  Strong,  Justice,  use  the  following  language 
in  disposing  of  this  subject:  "The  bonds  issued  by  the  railroad 
company  in  this  case  are  undoubtedly  property,  but  property  in 
the  hands  of  the  holders,  not  property  of  the  obligors.  So  far 
as  they  are  held  by  non-residents  of  the  state,  they  are  property 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state.  The  law  which  requires 
the  treasurer  of  the  company  to  retain  five  percent,  of  the  inter- 
est due  to  the  non-resident  bondholder  is  not,  therefore,  a  lei^iti- 
niate  exercise  of  the  taxing  power.  It  is  a  law  which  interferes 
between  the  company  and  the  bondholder,  and  under  the  pre- 
tense of  levying  a  tax,  commands  the  company  to  withhold  a 
portion  of  the  stipulated  interest,  and  pay  it  over  to  the  state. 
It  is  a  law  which  thus  impairs  the  obligation  of  the  contract  be- 
tween the  parties."  * 

In  the  same  connection  tlie  court  reiterate  the  principle  that 
the  obligation  of  a  contract  depends  upon  its  terms,  and  the 
means  which  the  law,  in  existence  at  the  time,  affords  for  its  en- 
forcement, and  that  a  law  altering  the  terms  of  a  contract  by 
imposing  new  conditions,  or  by  dispensing  with  those  expressed, 
is  a  law  which  impairs  its  obligation;  and  that  forasmuch  as  it 
directs,  as  did  the  law  in  that  case,  the  treasurer  of  tlie  company 
to  retain  a  portion  of  the  interest  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the 


'  Case  of  the  State  Tax  on  Foreign- 
held  Honds— Cleveland,  P.&  A.  R.  R. 
C  ).  V.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania — 15 
Wall.  000;  Murray  v.  Charleston,  OfJ 
U.  S  482;  Kirtland  v.  Hotchkias,  100 
V.  S.  491;  Comm.  v.  Chesapeak**  & 
Ohio'  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Gratt.  844,  17  Am. 
Ky.  Rep.  126.  And  so  a  boat  bi»long- 
iug  to  a  railroad  corporation  of  one 
state,  and  owned  and  kept  in  such 
state,  but  used  to  transport  passent^ers 
or  freifrht  across  a  river  into  another 
state,  is  not  taxable  as  property  within 


such  other  state,  although  registered 
therein  under  the  registry  laws  of  the 
government.  It  is  not  property  situate 
within  such  latter  state:  State  of  New 
Jersey,  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  and  Nathan- 
iel Marsh,  prosecutors,  v.  Haight,  1 
Vroom  (N.  J.),  428. 

*  Railroad  Co.  v.  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, 15  Wall.  BOO,  820.  See  State 
Railroad  Tax  Cases,  92  U.  S.  675; 
Kirtland  p.  Hotchkiss,  100  U.  S.  491; 
Porter  r.  Rockford,  Rock  Island  &  St. 
Louis  R.  R.  Co.,  76  111.  501. 
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bondholders,  and  to  pay  tlie  same  into  the  treasury  of  the  state, 
it  thereby  assamed  to  disregard  the  express  provisions  and  obli- 
gations of  the  contract  existing  between  the  company  and  its 
creditors,  and  that  "  it  is  a  forced  contribution  levied  upon  prop- 
erty held  in  other  states."  * 

Xor  does  it  alter  the  principle  that  the  bonds  or  credits  boldcn 
bv  or  due  to  a  non-resident  of  the  state  which  assumes    to  t:ix 
the   same,  are  secured  by  a  mortgage   of   record,  and  coveriui; 
property  situated  in  such  state;  it  is  not  the  mortgage,  but  the 
bond,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  debt  and  of  the  property,  and  the 
mortgage,  though  property,  is  but  the  lien  given  as  security   for 
tiie   payment  of   the   bond,  and   follows  the  same  as  incident 
thereto.     True,  a  contrary  doctrine  was  holden  in  Pennsylvania, 
in  Maltby  v.  Tiie  Reading  &  Columbia  Railroad  Company-;  but 
in  the  case  of  Railroad  Company  v.  The  State  of  Pen nsy Ivan i-, 
above  cited,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  advert  to 
and  review  the  Maltby  case,  and  repudiate  the  same  as  antlioritv. 
In  that  respect,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States    say: 
"  A  mortgage  being  there  a  mere  chose  in  action,  it  only  confers 
upon  the  holder,  or  the  party  for  whose  benefit  the  mtjrtgage  is 
given,  a  right  to  proceed  against  the  property  mortgaged,  upoTi  a 
given  contingency,  to  enforce,  by  its   sale,  the  payment  of  his 
demand.     Tliis  right   has  no  locality  independent  of  the  party 
in  whom  it  resides,"  and   that  *'  when  held  by  a  non-resident  it 
is  as  much  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  as  the  person 
of  the  owner." ' 

The  Iowa  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  cited  from  12tli  lowr*, 
where  the  question  arose  wh.ether  mortgages  held  by  non-resi- 
dents of  Iowa,  upon  Iowa  property,  could  be  taxed  by  a  law  of 
that  state,  say:  "  Both  in  law  and  equity  the  mortgagee  has 
only  a  chattel  interest.  It  is  true  that  the  situ^  of  the  property 
mortgaged  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  but  the  nuirt- 
gage  itself  Toeing  personal  property,  a  chose  in  action,  attaches 
to  the  person  of  the  owner.  It  is  agreed  by  the  parties  that  the 
owners  and  holders  of  the  mort^ai^es  are  non-residents  of   the 

>  15  Wall.  320,  321.    The  rulings  in  courts  to  the  contrary, 

this  and  kindred  cases  by  the  United  ^  Railroad  Go.  v.  Pennsylvania.  15 

States   Supreme  Court,  must  eifectu-  Wall.  322,  323;  Davenport  r.  Miss.  & 

ally  settle  the  (luestion  involved,  what-  Mo.  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Iowa,  539;  Kirtland 

ever  rulings  there  may  be  of  the  state  t?,  Hotchkiss,  supra. 
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state.  If  so,  and  the  property  in  tlie  mortgage  attaches  to  the 
])er6on  of  the  owner,  it  follows,  that  these  mortgages  are  not 
property  within  the  state,  and  if  not,  they  are  not  the  subject  of 
taxation."' 

Nor  can  freights  transported  into  or  out  of  any  state,  from  or 
into  another  state,  be  subjected  to  taxation  in  their  transit,  or 
by  reason  thereof,  by  eitlier  of  sucli  states.  Such  tax  is  an  un- 
warranted interference  with  the  commerce  between  the  several 
states,  which,  under  the  constitution,  is  exclusively  within  the 
control  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  its 
regulation.'*  And  the  same  constitutional  inhibition  applies  to 
a  tax  imposed  upon  passengers.' 

And  so  a  law  imposing  a  tax  upon  bills  of  lading  for  property 
transported  from  one  state  to  another,  is  substantially  a  tax  upon 
the  transportation  itself,  and  as  such  is  unconstitutional,  as  as- 
suming to  regulate  or  interfere  with  commerce  between  the 
states.* 

In  the  case  cited  from  15  Wallace  (the  case  of  the  state  freight 
tax),  which  grew  out  of  an  eifort  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 
to  levy  a  tax  upon  all  freights  })assing  over  her  railroads,  canals 
and  rivers,  or  other  means  of  transportation,  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  say.  Strong,  Justice:  "if  one  state  can 
directly  tax  person^  or  property  passing  through  it,  or  tax  them 
indirectly  b}'  levying  a  tax  upon  their  transportation,  every  other 
may,  and  thus  commercial  intercourse  between  states  remote 
from  each  other  may  be  destroyed.  The  produce  of  Western 
states  mav  thus  be  effectuallv  excluded  from  Eastern  markets, 
for  though  it  might  bear  the  imposition  of  a  single  tax,  it  would 
be  crushed  under  the  load  of  many.  It  was  to  guard  against  the 
possibility  of  such  commercial  embarrassments,  no  doubt,  that 

^  Davenport  v.  The  Miss.  &  Mo.  R.  4  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  364;  San  Jose  v.  San 

R.  Co.,  12  Iowa,  5;^9.  Jose  &  S.  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  Cal.  475. 

^Cas^  of  the  State  Freight  Tax,  15  'Clarke,  Treasurer  of  Delaware,  v. 

WalJ.   232;     State    v.    Carrigan,   10  The  Phila.,  Wilmingrton  «fe  Bait.  R.  R. 

Vroom,  ;i5.     But  a  provision  of  a  city  Co.,  4  Houst.  (Del.),  158;  S.  C.  6  Am. 

ordinance  requiring  every  railroad  or  Ry.  Rep.  7;  Crandall  v.  State  of  Ne- 

expiess  company  doing  business  with-  vada,  6  Wall.  35,  44. 

m  the  city,  and  having  a  business  ex-  *  Almy  v.  The  State  of  Califoniia, 

tending  beyond  the  state,  to  pay  an  24  How.  169;    Crandall  v.  Nevada,  6 

annual   license,  is  not  repugnant  to  Wall.  35,  42;  Woodruff  i'.  Parham,  8 

this  provision  of  the  constitution:  Oa-  Wall.  123. 
boriie  r.  City  of  Mobile,  16  Wall.  479, 
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the  power  recrulating  commerce  among  the  states  was  conferred 
upon  the  Federal  government."  * 

And  so,  we  may  add,  of  the  converse  of  the  proposition — that 
if,  instead  of  an  inhibition  by  unbearable  taxation,  transportation 
companies  and  carriers  be  required,  under  a  governmental  pre- 
tense of  reirulating  freights  and  charges  for  the  transportation  of 
]>roperty  and  persons,  to  carry  for  certain  prescribed  rates,  or  to 
carry  in  all  cases  for  the  government^  the  power  may  be  so  exer- 
cised, by  requiring  services  to  be  rendered  for  insufficient  com- 
pLMi^ation,  as,  on  the  other  hand,  to  totally  destroy  these  organi- 
zations, and  ali  means  of  transportation,  and  thereby,  in  a  great 
measure,  break  up  all  commerce  between  the  diiOferent  states; 
Ikmicc  the  states  may  neither  meddle  the  one  way  nor  the  other 
therein. 

JJut  a  state  law  taxing  the  earnings  of  a  railroad  company  or 
carrier,  is  not  unconstitutional  as  interfering  with  commerce 
among  the  states,  although  such  earnings  consist  in  part  of 
moneys  received  for  the  inter-state  transportation  of  persons  or 
property  carried  out  of  or  into  such  state,  into  or  from  another 
state.* 

In  the  case  here  cited  from  15  Wall.  284,  the  Snpretne  Court 
ot*  the  United  States  say.  Strong,  Justice:  "The  tax  is  laid 
upon  the  gross  receipts  of  the  company;  laid  upon  a  fund  which 
has  become  the  property  of  the  company,  mingled  with  its  other 
property,  and  possibly  expended  in  improvements  or  put  out  at 
interest.  The  statute  does  not  look  beyond  the  corporation  to 
tliose  who  may  have  contributed  to  its  treasury."^  In  sliort, 
the  tax  is  on  the  money  of  the  company  arising  from  the  exer- 
cise of  its  franchise,  and  is  imposed  thereon  in  lieu  of  on  the 
specitic  property  or  franchise,  as  may  be  lawfully  done;  and  the 
term  earnings,  or  gross  receipts,  or  whatjver  term  be  used,  is 
only  the  means  of  identifying  the  amount  to  be  taxed.* 


J 15  Wall.  280;  Clarke,  Treasurer  of 
Delaware,  r.  Phila.,  Wilmington  & 
B.ilt.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Houst.  158;  S.  C.  6 
Am.  Ry.  I^p.  7. 

2  State  Tax  on  Railway  Gross  Re- 
ceipts, 15  Wall.  284;  State  v.  Am. 
Exp.  Co.,  7  Biss.  227;  Western  Union 
Tol.  Co.  r.  Mayor,  28  Ohio  St.  521; 
Slate  V,  Cumberland  &  P.  R.  R.  Co., 


40  Md.  22. 

"State  Tax  on  Railway  Gross  Re- 
ceipts, 15  Wall.  294. 

*  lb.  293.  A  company  incorporated 
by  the  stateK  of  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge 
across  the  Mississippi  river,  though 
afterwards  consolidated,  is  held,  in 
the  former  state,  liable  to  be  taxed 
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13.  Taxation  of  railroad  companies  on  inter-state  freights  and 
passengers. — A  law  of  a  ^ii^lte  iinposini]:ft  tax  upon  freights  taken 
up  within  the  state  and  curried  out  of  it,  or  taken  up  outside  the 
state  and  delivered  within  it- -or,  in  other  words,  upon  all  freitrht 
other  than  that  taken  up  and  delivered  within  the  state — is  void 
for  unconstitutionality,  as  bein;u:  repugnant  to  that  clause  of  the 
federal  constitution  which  decliires  tliat  "no  state  shall,  without 
the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  imposts  or  duties  on  imports  or 
exports,  except  what  may  he  absolutely  nece-sary  for  executing 
its  inspection  laws."*  So,  likewise,  in  regard  to  a  tax  on  freights 
carried  through  a  state  to  and  from  other  states." 

S )  the  states  have  no  power  to  levy,  impose  or  collect  a  tax 
upon  passengers  enterinir  into,  going  out  of  or  passing  through 
their  respective  confines  or  territories;  such  tax  is  illegal, 
whether  imposed  directly  upon  the  passenger,  or  indirectly  by 
way  of  taxation  of  the  railroad  company,  or  other  carriers,  trans- 
])orting  such  persons.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  en- 
titled to  free  ingre>s  and  egress  into  and  from  every  state  and 
territory,  and  all  parts  of  the  country  wliicii  are  subject  to  the 
national  government;  and,  in  the  forcible  languai;e  of  the  learned 
Justice  Miller,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  "this 
right  is  in  its  nature  inde])endent  of  the  will  of  any  state  over 
whose  soil  he  must  pass  in  the  exercise  of  it."' 

14.  Not  taxable  in  parcels. — A  railroad  is  an  entirety,  and 
can  not  be  cut  up  and  taxed  and  sold  for  taxes  in  parcels.  Such 
a  course  would  not  only  sacrifice  the  structure  for  a  nominal 
price,  as  it  could  not  in  parcels  be  of  its  real  relative  value  to  a 
purchaser,  but  it  would  result  in  a  destruction  of  the  franchise. 


there  upon  its  capital  stock:  Qiiincy 
U.  R.  Bridge  Co.  v.  Adams  Co.,  S8 
111.  61o,  21  Ara.  Ry.  Rep.  878.  And 
the  act  of  May  1,  187;^,  the  obj.K-t  of 
which  was  to  decUire  such  structures 
real  estate  for  the  purposes  of  sale  for 
taxes,  does  not  exempt  the  company 
fix)m  taxation  upon  their  stock:  Ibid. 
*  Reading:  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  15  Wall.  2:?2;  Erie  R. 
W.  Co.  V.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
15  Wall.282;  Almy  v.  The  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, 24  How.  169.  See,  also,  State  of 


Tndinna  ».  American  Express  Co.,  7 
BiFsell,227. 

2  ReadinpT  R.  R.  Co.  v.  The  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  15  Wall.  2^2;  Erie  R. 
W.  Co.  r.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
15  Wall.  2^2:  Almy  v.  The  State  of 
California,  24  How.  169. 

'Crandall  v.  The  State  of  Nevada, 
6  W^all.35,  44;  Clarke,  Treasurer  of 
Delaware,  v.  The  Phila.,  Wilmington 
&  Bait.  R.  R.  Co.,4  Honst.  (Del.),  15^; 
S.  C.  6  Am.  By.  Rep.  7. 
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and  would  destroy  its  availability  to  the  public,  who  are  entitled 
to  its  benefits  as  a  means  of  transportation. 

The  whole  only,  may  be  subjected  to  taxation  or  coercive  sever- 
ance. The  Supreme  Court  of  the  state  of  Kentucky  say:  "Frag- 
mentary taxations  or  sales  might  be  unjustly  vexatious  and  inju- 
rious to  the  owners,  pervert  the  destination  of  the  road,  and  dis- 
turb the  public  use  aiid  interest.  To  avoid  such  evils  and  ab- 
surdities, the  law  treats  a  railroad  and  all  its  appurtenances  as 
one  entire  thing,  not  legally  subject  to  coercive  severance  or 
dislocation.  In  that  consolidated  character  it  must  be  taxed  for 
state  revenue,  and  can  not  be  a  fit  subject  for  local  taxation  by 
the  separate  counties  through  which  it  runs." ' 

IS.  Not  tasable  by  county  to  pay  subscription  of  sach. 
county  to  stocks  in  the  road  to  be  taxed. — It  is  holden  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  very  justly  too,  as  we  conceive,  that  a  raih'oad  com- 
pany can  not  be  taxed,  and  its  road  is  not  liable  to  taxation,  by 
a  county,  to  raise  money  for  the  payment  of  the  subscription  of 
such  county  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  company;  that  if  locally 
liable  to  be  taxed  for  any  purpose  in  parcels,  yet  it  could  not  be 
taxed  for  such  a  purpose;  and  therefore,  on  application  by  bill, 
the  enforcement  thereof  was  perpetually  enjoined.' 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Kentucky,  after  la^Mng  down  the  rule 
that  the  road  is  an  entirety,  and  could  not  be  sold  in  parcels, 
say:  "  if  a  part  of  the  road  were  subject  to  taxation  for  ordinary 
local  purposes,  it  can  not,  to  any  extent,  be  liable  for  the  county 
subscription  to  itself  for  the  purjyose  of  completing  its  construe- 
tion.  If  liable  for  any  portion  of  that  subscription,  it  would,  to 
that  extent,  pay  the  debt  of  the  stockholders,  or  remit  so  much 
of  the  amount  subscribed  to  itself,  and,  consequently,  would  get 
that  much  less  than  the  subscription  to  it,  or  for  its  use.  Then 
the  object  of  the  tax  enjoined  is  incon^^i3tent  with  the  obligation 
of  the  county  of  Pendleton  to  pay  a  specific  sum  for  stock  in  the 
railroad,  to  aid  other  stockholders  to  make  and  equip  the  road. 
To  tax  the  road  itself  for  that  selfish  purpose  would  be  repudia- 
tion to  the  extent  of  the  tax,  and  is  not  within  the  range  of  le- 
gitimate taxation  for  county  purposes."* 

*  Applegate  and  others  v.  Ernst  and  "  Applegate  and  others  v.  Ernst  and 

others.  3  Bush,  648;   S.  C.  1  With-  others,  3  Bush,  648;    S.  C.  1  With- 

row's  Corp.  Cas.,  .55'2,  553:  State  of  Ga.  row's  Corp.  Cas.,  552. 

r.  Atlantic  &  Gulf  K.  R.  Co.,  3  Woods,  » lb.  648;  and  S.  C.   1  Withrow's 

434.  Corp.  Cas.,  552,  553. 
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16.  How  taxation  is  affected  by  consolidation  or  sale. — The 
consolidation  of  two  or  more  railnmds  and  companies  into  one 
u:jited  line  and  one  company,  by  authority  of  law,  with  no  pro- 
vision to  tlie  contrary,  leaves  the  several  parts  of  the  new  line 
which  are  respectively  composed  of  the  several  old  ones,  subject 
to  the  same  rule  of  taxation  and  liability,  and  entitled  to  the 
same  exemptions,  which  sucli  old  ones  were  respectively  subject 
or  entitled  to  before  the  act  of  consolidation  was  completed. 
That  portion  of  the  new  line  which  was  exempted  before,  is  ex- 
empted still,  and  that  which  before  was  liable,  is  liable  still,  in 
the  same  manner  and  extent  as  before;*  and  the  same  is  true  as 
to  a  sale  of  the  road.' 

17.  Double  taxation. — Taxing  the  property  of  a  railroad  cor- 
poration as  against  the  company,  and  then  again  taxing  the 
shares  of  stock  as  against  the  individual  stockholders,  is  double 
taxation,  and  as  such  is  illegal.*  To  avoid  such  unequal  and 
illegal  taxation,  in  the  state  of  Maine,  the  statutory  rule  there 
is  for  the  assessor  to  assess  the  corporation  for  all  its  machinery, 
goods  and  real  estate,  in  the  town  or  place  where  situated  or 
employed,  and  then  to  assess  the  stockholders  there  resident  for 
their  shares  of  stock  therein,  deducting  therefrom  their  propor- 
tion  of  the  value  of  the  property  so  assessed  to  the  corporation.* 

Double    taxation    is  not   permissible  in  law;  the  burdens  of 


1  Phila.  &  Wilmington  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Maryland,  10  How.  376, 1  Am.  R.  Way 
Cases,  21;  Tomlinson  r.  Bran(;h,  15 
Wall.  460;  City  of  Charleston  v. 
Branch,  15  Wall.  470;  Minot  v.  The 
Phila.,  Wilmington  &  Baltimore  R. 
R.  Co.,  and  others,  18  Wall.  206;  Bai- 
ley  V.  N.  Y.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  Wall. 
&}4,  11  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  121;  Central 
R.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  ».  Georgia,  2  Ot- 
to, 66');  Branch  et  al.  v.  City  of  Charles- 
ton, 2  Otto,  677;  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  r.  State  of  Va.,  4  Otto,  718, 
16  Am.  Ry.  Rep,  155;  State  v.  Wood- 
ruff, 36  N.  J.  Law,  94,  12  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  424;  Mich.  S.  &  N.  Ind.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  The  Auditor  General,  9  Mich. 
44S. 

s  Knoxville  &  Ohio   B.    R.  Co.  v. 


Hicks,  1  Tenn.  Leg.  Repr.  338, 15  Am. 
Ry.  Rep.  197  (Supreme  Ct.  Tenn., 
Sept.  term,  1877).  And  where  such  sale 
is  made  by  authority  of  an  act  of  the 
legislature,  the  state  is  estopped  fiom 
questioning  its  validity:  Jhid. 

'^Cumberlanl  Marine  Railway  Co. 
V.  City  of  Portland,  37  Maine,  444. 

*  In  the  case  above  cited,  it  is  he'd 
that  such  method  is  not  subject  to  the 
objection  of  double  taxation.  Under 
a  former  statute  of  that  state,  the  prop- 
erty of  corporations  was  deemed  per- 
sonal estate,  and  was  held  to  be  taxable 
only  as  such:  Ban?or  &  Piscataquis  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Harris,  21  Maine.  533;  State 
r.  Hannibal  &  St,  Jos.  R.  R.  Co.,  37 
Mo.  265;  Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R.  R. 
Co.  r.  Shacklett,  30  Mo.  550. 
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government  must  be  cqnallj  distributed  or  imposed  upon  all. 
Hence,  an  intention  of  the  legislative  department  to  resort  to  it 
will  not  arise  by  inference.*  Therefore,  where,  hj  law,  all  the 
property  of  a  specified  corporation  is  taxed  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, as,  for  instance,  upon  its  capital  stock,  which  represents  its 
whole  property  and  interests,  and  no  design  is  intimated  in  the 
law  to  subject  it  to  further  taxation,  it  will  be  intended  that  the 
taxing  power  is  satisfied  or  exhausted  by  the  particular  tax  pi^o- 
vided  for,  and  judicial  implications  may  not  add  other  burdens 
which  the  legislative  authority  has  failed  to  impose.* 

18.  Voluntary  payment  of  tax. — A  tax  voluntarily  paid,  with 
fnll  knowledije  of  all  the  circumstances  in  re<^ard  to  it,  and 
without  protest  or  objection  at  the  time  of  payment,  can  not 
be  recovered  back,  however  unjust  or  wrongful  the  same  may 
have  been.  To  enable  the  company  to  sue  for  and  recover  it  back, 
it  must  be  paid  under  protest."  Such  is  the  general  doctrine,  as 
well  in  reference  to  the  acts  of  individuals,  as  corporations.  It 
is  not  like  a  payment  made  by  mistake,  misrepresentation  or 
concealment.*  And  the  same  rule  applies  to  the  voluntary  pay- 
ment of  a  tax  assessed  in  aid  of  a  railroad,  or  to  pay  for  a  sub- 
scription, by  a  taxpayer  who  neglects  to  enjoin  its  payment  to 
the  cx)mpany.'' 

19.  Taxation  of  taxable  assets  as  shoi^n  by  dividends. — In 
Pennsylvania,  the  rule  is  to  tax  the  corporation  a  certain  per- 
centage upon  the  amount  or  value  of  its  taxable  assets,  which  is 
to  be  determined  by  the  amount  declaimed  as  dividends — that  is, 
cash  dividends  of  earnings  or  produce  of  the  roads,  and  not 
stock  dividends  of  shares  created  by  subdivision  of  former 
shares,  without  any  increase  of  the  actual  capital  of  the  company, 
or  any  aptual   increased  value  or   interest  passing  to  the  stock- 


» New  York  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Sabin,  26  Penn.  St.  (2  Casey),  212; 
Osbom  V.  New  York  &  New  Haven  R. 
R.  Co.,  40  Conn.  491,  5  Am.  Ry.  Rep. 
218. 

2  N.  Y.  &  E.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Sabin, 
supra;  Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Shacklett,  30  Mo.  550;  State  r. 
Hannibal  &  St.  Jos.  R.  R.  Co.,  37  Mo. 
265.  But  see  Orange  &  A.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  City  of  Alexandria,  17  Gratt.   176; 


Dunleith  &  D.  Bridare  Co.  v.  City  of 
Dubnque,  82  la,  427. 

3  New  York  &  Harlem  R.  R.  Co.  p. 
Marsh,  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kernan),  308; 
County  of  Cook  v.  The  Chi.,  Burling'ton 
&  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  35  111.  460. 

*N.  Y.  &  Harlem  R.  R.  Co.  r. 
Marsh,  12  N.  Y.  (2  Keman),  308;  Cnok 
County  p.  Chicago,  Burlinj»ion  & 
Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  35111.400. 

*  Butler  r.  Fayette  Co.,  46  la.  326. 
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holder  by  the  operation  of  increasincr  the  number  of  shares.* 
But  the  actual  increased  value  and  earninfjs  that  should  ordinarily 
go  into  dividends,  can  not  be  converted  into  additional  stock  as 
stock  dividends,  and  thus  added  to  the  capital  of  the  company, 
and  thereby  avoid  taxation.  In  such  cases,  the  new  shares  will 
be  deemed  dividends  of  proceeds  or  earnings  re-invested  in  cap- 
ital, and  will  be  estimated  accordingl}'  in  fixing  taxable  values.' 

And  where  the  plan  of  taxation  is  to  tax  the  excess  of  dividends 
over  a  certain  per  cent,  of  the  capital  of  a  railroad  company,  that 
capital  is  the  actual  paid-up  stock  of  the  company,  and  not  the 
cost  of  the  road,  or  sum  total  of  paid  capital  and  corporation 
indebtedness  put  together.  And  though,  if  a  wrong  basis  of 
adjusting  such  tax  shall  be  taken,  and  thereby,  without  fraud, 
but  by  mistake  of  rights,  too  small  a  tax  is  paid,  and  by  reason 
thereof,  the  company  become  liable  to  make  up  the  deficiency, 
yet  on  such  deficiency  interest  is  not  recoverable,  unless  demand 
be  made,  and  be  followed  by  a  refusal  to  pay  such  balance;  but 
in  case  of  such  demand  and  refusal,  interest  runs  from  the  day 
of  the  demand.' 

If  the  tax  be  that  of  a  certain  per  cent,  upon  the  cost  of  a 
railroad  and  its  appendages,  to  be  shown  by  an  annual  report  of 
such  cost,  it  is  assessable  upon  the  cost  of  the  road  only,  and 
not  upon  the  road,  rolling  stock,  equipments  and  movable  effects; 
the  term  "  railroad,  with  appendages,"  will  not  be  construed  to 
include  movables.* 

20.  Pro  rata  taxation,  based  on  the  length  of  the  main  line. 
— Where,  by  law,  railroad  companies  are  taxable  within  the  sev- 
eral counties,  towns  and  cities,  /^rc?  rata^  in  propoition  as  the 
length  of  the  main  track  in  each  county,  town  or  city  bears  to 
the  >yhole  length  of  the  road,  a  road  over  which  a  company  oc- 
•  casionally  runs  its  trains,  under  a  mere  easement  or  license,  ia 
not  any  part  of  its  main  track,  and  an   assessment  of  taxes  on 


'  Commonwealth  r.  Pitts  ,  Ft.  Wayne 
k  Chi.  Ry.  Co.,  74  Penn.  St.  8:); 
Commonwealth  v.  Erie  &  Pitts.  R.  R. 
Co.,  74  Penn.  St.  94;  S.  C.  10  Phil. 
465. 

*  Commonwealth  ».  Fitts.,  Ft.  Wayne 
k  Chi.  Ry.  Co.,  74  Penn.  St.  83; 
Common  wen  1th  v.  Erie  k  Pitta.  R.  K. 
Co.,  74  Penn.  St.  94;  S.  C.  10  Phil. 


465. 

^  Second  k  Third  Street  Pass.  R.  W. 
Co.  V.  City  of  Phila.,  51  Penn.  St.  465. 
If  there  be  conccalme:it  Dt  desig^n  to 
mislead  and  withhold  the  amount, 
then  interest  will  ran  for  the  whole 
tim?.   D), 

*  State  Treasurer  r.  llie  Somerrilli 
k  Easton  R  R.  Co.,  4  Dutch.  21. 
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the  rolling  stock  of  the  company  so  using  the  road  of  the  other, 
in  the  county  wliere  such  road  is  situate,  is  illegal;"  for  the  en- 
joyment of  such  easement  does  not  confer  upon  the  company  en- 
joying  it  any  vested  interest  in  the  road." 

If  a  tax  be  thus  levied  and  collected  of  a  railroad  company  by 
a  county  or  municipal  corporation,  the  companv,  if  paid  under 
protest,  may  recover  the  same  back  by  an  action  against  the 
county  or  municipality;  or  if  property  be  seized  as  a  means  of 
collecting  the  money,  then  the  company  may  maintain  an  action 
of  trespass  against  all  concerned  in  such  seizure.*  In  such  case, 
a  remedy  by  injunction  against  the  collection  of  tho  lax  will  not 
be  given  in  equity,  unless  it  be  made  to  appear  t!mt  the  collec- 
tion of  the  tax  will  be  attended  by  an  irreparable  injury.* 

In  Illinois,  the  rule  now  is  to  ascertain  the  value  of  a  railroad 
in  the  several  counties  or  municipalities  through  which  it  passes, 
by  first  ascertaining  the  length  and  entire  value  of  the  whole 
road,  and  then  fixing  the  value  in  each  count}'  at  such  proportion 
of  the  whole  value  as  the  length  of  road  in  such  county  bears  to 
the  length  of  the  whole  road.  Such  rule  is  held  to  be  constitu- 
tional and  just*  And  the  whole  taxable  value  of  the  road  and 
corporate  interests  for  which  it  is  to  be  assessed  is  arrived  at,  by 


*  County  of  Cook  v.  Chi.,  Bur.  & 
Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  35  111.  460. 

'^County  of  Cook  v.  Chi.,  Bur.  & 
Quincy  R.  R,  Co.,  35  111.  460.  But  it 
is  oti  erwise  as  to  leased  roads,  whore 
the  charter  of  the  comp.iny  provides 
that  upon  luquisition  in  that  manner, 
they  shall  be  ro^aidod  as  the  property 
of  the  compccuy;  for  purposes  of  tax- 
ation they  will  be  so  rejrarded:  Hnck 
V.  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  86  111. 
352,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  419. 

^  County  of  Cook  and  another  v.  The 
Chi.,  Bur.  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  35  111. 
460. 

*  County  of  Cook  and  another  v. 
Chi.,  Bur.  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  35  III. 
460. 

*  State  Railroad  Tax  Cases,  2  Otto, 
575.  And  see  Appf^al  Tax  Court  r. 
Patterson,  50  jMd.  354;  Same  v.  Gill, 
Id,  377;  Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R. 


Co.  r.  State,  8  Heisk.  663, 19  Am.  Ry. 
Rep.  107.     In  such  case,  where  the 
law  provides  for  separate  assessments 
in  each  civil  district,  it  will  not  pre- 
vent un  officer  required  to  assess  omit- 
ted property,  from  assessing  the  prop- 
erty in  fifross  through  several  districts: 
L.  &  N,  R.  R.  Co.  V.  State.     Under 
the  Indiana  statute  of  Dec.  21,  1858, 
(1  G.  &  H.  85),  railroads  in  such  caaw 
are  taxed  as  an  entirety  by  the  ap- 
praisers of  the  several  counties  through 
which  they  run,  at  a  meeting  held  for 
that  purpose:    Indianapolis,   Cincin- 
nati &  Lafayette  R.  R.  Co.   r.  Kilner, 
69  Ind.  71;    S.  C.  1  Am.  and  Eng.  R. 
R.  Cas.  413.    And  see  same  case  as  to 
the  mode  of  valuation.     Under  this 
law  there  was  not,  as  late  as  1868,  any 
prevision  for  the  taxation  of  omitted 
property:    Ibid, 
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the  law  of  eaid  state,  and  sustained  as  legal  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  by  adding  together  the  market  value 
of  the  whole  capital,  and  the  whole  sum  of  the  company's  funded 
debt,  and  from  the  aggregate  sum  produced  by  these  deducting 
the  assessable  value  of  all  real  and  personal  tangible  property  of 
the  company,  and  then  taking  the  remainder  as  the  true  assess- 
able amount  to  be  taxed;  such  balance  being  that  which  the 
entire  value  of  the  franchise  and  intangible  interests  of  the  cor- 
poration amount  to.'  This  seems  to  be  the  rule  established  in  the 
State  Tax  Cases,  above  cited — a  rule  which,  while  we  accept  it  as 
law,  emanating  as  it  does  from  our  highest  judicial  tribunal,  to 
our  mind  savors  much  of  taxing  the  company's  indebtedness  as 
well  as  its  property.  This  ruling  is  predicated  upon  the  idea  that 
tliere  is  something  of  taxable  value  in  the  corporate  privilege  or 
franchise  over  and  above  the  value  of  the  capital  stock,  but  we 
think  the  capital  stock  is  the  full  representative  of  every  interest, 
and  all  property  which  is  servient  to  the  enterprise  or  franchise; 
that  if  the  franchise  has  a  value  in  itself,  that  value  adds  value  to 
the  capital  stock.  If  this  supposition  be  correct,  then  all  extra 
taxation  as  for  the  supposed  value  of  the  franchise,  is  double 
taxation. 

21.  Taxation  by  manicipal  corporations. — It  was  held  in 
City  of  Dubuque  v.  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co.*  (and  overruling 
City  of  Davenport  v.  Mississippi  &  Missouri  R.  R.  Co.'),  that  a 
municipal  corporation  has  a  right  to  tax  a  railroad  company.' 
Their  rolling  stock  is  personal  property,  and  may  be  taxed  by 
the  city  which  is  the  principal  place  of  business  of  the  company, 
for  municipal  purposes.*  And  where  the  company  is  created  by 
the  laws  of  another  state,  the  situs  of  such  property,  for  the 
purpose  of  taxation,  is  that  of  the  property  of  the  manager  or 
agent  in  whose  possession  the  property  is;  in  contemplation  of 
law  it  is  his.* 

» State  Railroad  Tax  Cases,  2  Otto,  •  Dubuque  v.  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co. 

575;   L.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  «i*-  •  Dubuque  v.  111.  Cent  R.  R.  Co.. 

pra.  supra.    But  where  the  right  to  tax  is 

2  39  la.  56;  S.  C.  8  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  established  by  one  city,  no  other  will 

496,  20  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  124.  possess   the  power:  39   la.    56,    per 

'  16  la.  348.  B^CK,  J.    Bat  this  question    would 

*And   see    Dunleith    &    Dubuque  seem  to  be    not  entirely    free  from 

Bridge  Co.  v.  City  of  Dubuque,  32  la.  doubt  in  the  Iowa  court.     In  the  ca^es 

427.  of  Dubuque  v.  III.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co., 
95 
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Sec.  3275,  Rev.  Stat,  of  Iowa,  1860,  which  provides  that  if  a 
debtor  corporation  issues  no  scrip  or  evidences  of  debt  in  pay- 
ment of  judgments,  a  tax  must  be  levied  to  pay  tlie  same,  confers 
no  independent  power  of  taxation,  and  does  not  require  a  levy  in 
excess  of  the  maximum  rate  of  taxation  established  by  statute.' 
Sec.  710  of  the  revision  is  intended  to  invest  counties  with  the 
authority  necessary  to  raise  all  revenue,  including  whatever  may 
be  required  for  the  payment  of  debts;  and  the  limitations  in 
that  section  have  the  same  controlling  operation  which  tliose  in 
a  city  charter  have  upon  municipal  taxation.'  And  an  affirma- 
tive vote  upon  a  proposition  to  levy  a  special  tax  above  that  pro- 
vided by  law,  to  pay  off  ordinary  county  indebtedness,  failing 
to  specify  the  date  of  the  levy,  or  the  year  to  which  the  taxes 
were  to  be  applied,  will  not  confer  power  to  levy  the  same;'  but 
the  validity  of  such  a  tax  may  be  established  by  subsequent  leg- 
islation, even  pending  litigation  on  the  question,  and  after  an 
opinion  filed  by  the  court  declaring  the  tax  illegal,  but  pending 
a  petition  for  rehearing  and  before  final  judgment* 

A  constitutional  provision  giving  a  legislature  power  to  tax 
corporations,  does  not  operate  as  a  prohibition  on  all  other  bodies 
to  tax  them,  or  prevent  their  being  taxed  for  other  purposes  than 
state  revenue;  and  the  legislature  may  authorize  municipal  cor- 
porations to  impose  such  taxes.' 

22.  RetiospectiTe  taxation. — A  tax  may  be  retrospectively 
laid,  if  for  a  lawful. purpose;'  and  taxes  levied  without  author- 
ity of  law  may  be  legalized  by  subsequent  legislative  enact- 
ments.'   Thus  a  tax  levied  entitled  "County  Judgment  Taxes,'' 


supra,  the  decision  in  Davenport  v. 
Miss.  &  Mo.  Ry.  Co.  is  not  regarded 
as  a  binding  precedent,  because  the 
decision  therein  was  announced  by  a 
divided  court,  and  but  two  of  the 
judges  concurred  in  the  reasoning 
upon  which  it  was  based.  The  Du- 
buque case,  however,  stands  itself  in 
exactly  the  same  position,  and  there- 
fore is,  by  ita  own  reasoning,  of  no 
force  as  a  precedent.  Miller,  Ch.  J., 
and  CoLB,  J.,  dissent  in  that  case, 
holding  the  law  to  be  settled  by  the 
Davenport  case,  and  Dubuque  &  Sioux 
City  R.  R.  Co.  p.  City  of  Dubuque,  17 


la.  120,  against  the  right  of  a  city  to 
thus  tax  rolling  stock. 

'  Iowa  R.  R.  Land  Co.  v.  Sac  Co.,  39 
la.  124,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  46. 

>  Ibid, 

•  Ibid, 

*  Ibid, 

*  Huck  p.  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R. 
Co.,  86  III.  a52,  17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  419. 

•  Iowa  R.  R.  Land  Co.  v.  Soper,  39 
la.  112,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  29. 

'  Iowa  R.  R.  Land  Co.  v.  Soper. 
supra;  Iowa  R.  R.  Land  Co.  v.  Sac 
Co.,  39  la.  124,  9  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  46. 
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for  the  purpose  of  paying  certain  judgments  against  a  county,  in 
addition  to  ordinary  taxes,  is  lawful,  and  a  law  legalizing  it  is  a 
general  law." 

23.  Bflfect  of  leasing  on  taxation. — Where  the  charter  of  a 
railroad  company  authorizes  it  to  acquire,  by  lease,  purchase,  or 
otherwise,  other  roads,  etc.,  and  provides  that  property  so  ac- 
quired shall  become  the  property  of  the  corporation  lessee,  the 
courts  will  give  effect  to  such  provision,  and  property  thus  leased 
will  become,  for  purposes  of  taxation,  at  least,  the  property  of  the 
lessee.'  And  in  distributing  the  value  of  the  capital  stock  for 
taxation  among  the  different  counties,  in  proportion  to  the  length 
of  the  main  line  in  each  county,  such  leased  roads  will  be  con- 
sidered parts  of  the  main  line.' 

'  Iowa  R.   R.   Land  Co.  v,  Soper,  Rep.  188.    See  in  this  connection,  Ap- 

eupra.  peal  Tax  Court  v.  Western  Md.  R.  R. 

^Huckr.  Chicagro  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co.,  Co.,  60  Md.  274;  Phil.,  Wihn.  &  Bait. 

86   111.  352,   17  Am.  Ry.  Rep.  419.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Appeal  Tax  Ct.,  Id.  897. 

And  see,  to  the  same  principle,  Hagan  '  Huck  v.  C.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co.,  supra. 
r.  Hardie,  8  Heisk.  812,  19  Am.  Rj. 
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Lien  on,  for  fare  of  passenger 1003 

BAGGAGE  CARS.    (See  Servants  and  PASsENGBua.) 
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BAILMENT 

When  possession  of  private  car  by  railroad  is 6 

BANKING 

Power  of  railroad  to  engage  m 81 

BANKRUPTCY 

of  railroads 885,  886 

BELL-RINGING.    (See  Warnings.) 

BENEFITS.    (See  Eminent  Domain  and  Right  op  Wat.) 
!  BILL  OF  LADING 

'  Evidence  to  contradict  or  varj* 1273 

Nature  of 1317,  1318 

Transier  of  duplicate 1318 

Negotiable  character  of 1318,  1319 

Effect  of,  between  original  parties 1319,  1320 

Effect  of,  as  to  third  persons 1320 

Effect  of  term  **  in  good  condition  " 1321 

Limitation  of  Hability  by 1321,  1322 

Acceptance  of,  by  shipper 132^^ 

as  evidence  of  ownership 1324-1328 

BILLS  AND  NOTES.    (See  Notes.) 

BONDS 

Power  to  secure  payment  thereof , 35,  86 

Liability  of  reorg.mized  corporation  to  pay 56 

Right  of  holders  to  Tote 56 

Power  to  sell 81 

receive  in  payment  of  stock 81,  229 

convertible' into  stock 184 

Power  of  railroad  to  issue 229,  237,  241,  244 

Power  to  guarantee  payment  of  county  bonds 229 

of  railroad  indorsed  by  state — creation  of  hens,  etc 238,  239 

Effect  of  invalid  indorsement 239 

Right«  of  holders  under  deed  of  trust 241,247 

Averment  and  proof  of  ownership 245 

Hypothecation  and  sale  of— estoppel  as  to  notice 245 

Priority  of  lien 247,262 

and  coupons  negotiable  instruments 2r>0, 263,264 

Assignment  of — ^requirements 250 

Recovery  on  coupons 250,251 

Seal  on 251,  252 

delivered  as  collaterals 251 

Interest  on 251 ,  252,  265,  266 

executed  out  of  state 252 

What  is  usury  in 255 

Mortgagee  when  trustee  for  holders 256 

.  Where  payable  and  deraandable •. 261 

issued  during  the  civil  war — how  payable 261 

Provision  for  maturity  on  failure  to  pay  interest 262 

Issuance  of,  by  consolidated  company 262 
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issued  to  pay  interest  on  other  bonds — security  thereof 263 

Failure  to  construct  branch  with  proceeds 263 

Guaranty  of  bonds  of  another  road 263-26-') 

Wrongrful  guaranty  by  a^ent 264,  266 

Estoppel  to  question  validity  of  contract  of  guaranty 264 

Fraudulent  issue  or  guaranty  of 265,  266 

secured  by  invalid  mortgage 266 

Consideration  for 266 

Pledge  and  redemption  of 266,  267 

Interest  on — money  lent  to  pay- -recovi»ry  in  foreclosure  proceed- 
ings   272 

Application  of,  on  sale  of  mortgaged  property 273 

Annullment;Or  rescission  of  contractor's 461 

Estoppel  to  deny  poweir  to  make 652 

What  is  breach  of  freight  agent's 709 

Liability  of  sureties  on 709 

Rights  of  innocent  holders  of,  before  maturity 755 

When  subject  to  execution 905 

Ultra  vires  issue  of 140 

(See  Obligations.) 

(See  Municipal  Subscriptions.) 

BONDS  IN  AID  OF  CONSTliUCTION. 

Injunction  to  prevent  issue  Of 56,  126,  761 

may  be  issued .• 118 

When  issuance  will  not  be  enforced 122 

Purchased  on  the  faith  of  state  rulings 122 

Subsequent  subdivision  of  county  as  defense  to 123 

Omission  to  annex  official  character  to  officer's  signature 123 

When  authorized  by  power  to  tax  and  make  donation 124 

Power  to  subscribe  authorizes  issuance 124 

Acta  of  officer  in  issuance  of 124 

Allegations  of  fraud 124 

Power  to  issue  where  cash  subscription  is  authorized 124 

exchanged  for  stock — effect  as  to  payment  of  advance  percentage  124 

Extent  of  officer's  authority  in  issuing 125 

Where  made  payable 127 

When  may  be  delivered 127 

Power  of  city  to  cancel  and  re-issue 128 

and  coupons  as  commercial  paper. 128 

Suit  on  and  coupons 128 

Burden  of  proof  as  to  validity  of 129 

Right  of  creditors  of  railroad  to 132 

When  they  pass  by  sale  under  deed  of  trust 133 

Issuance  and  sale  of,  by  municipal  corporation — when  authorized 

by  power  to  borrow  money 13i 

declared  unconstitutional — mandamus  to  compel  delivering  up.  137 

Power  of  counties  in  Illinois  to  issue 138,  139 


1510  INDEX. 

BONDS  IN  AID  OF  CONSTRUCTION— Cou^mMci. 

Innocent  pun  hasers  of,  when  chargfeable  with  notice 138,  f'Oo 

Recitals  tlierein,  as  to  elections 138, 141,  142,  W* 

Effect  of  issuance  by  proper  officers lo9,  140 

Holders  necessary  parties  to  proceedings  affecting 140 

Effect  of  decision  of  municipal  officers  as  to  election 140 

Evidence  of  taxable  value  of  property  inadm.ssible  to  affect ....       141 

How  made  payable 141 

Power  of  town  clerk  as  to 141 

declared  void — maker  must  refund  considpration  received 142 

Who  may  apply  for  issue 142,  14  * 

When  affected  by  want  of  order  for  subscription U^ 

Effect  of  mere  irregularities 14-» 

Illegal  action  of  county  board 14 1 

Mandamus  to  enforce  issuance  of  municipal 929,  9->J 

BOND  TAX.    (See Taxation.) 

BOOKS  OF  COMPANY.    (See  Evidence  and  Stockholders.) 

BRAKEMEN.    (See  Servants,  Passengers  and  Injuries.) 

BRAKES.    (See  Injuries  and  Servants.) 

BRANCH  RAILROAD 

When  permanent  or  n^t 10 

When  a  new  coi-poration,  if  name  changed 31,  -^ 

Power  to  construct 276 

liimitation  of  time  as  to  building 297 

BRIDGE 

Erection  of,  when  compelled  by  legislature 21 

When  infringed  upon  by  railroad 35 

Power  to  make 80 

Liability  of  railroad  to  build 109,  58:] 

Liability  of  railroad  to  keep  in  repair 546,  9V) 

What  included  by 556 

Indictment  of  railroad  lor  not  repairing 5S2 

Injury  by  falling  through 1087 

Injury  to  person  on  railroad 112S 

Negligence  by  permitting  defects  in 1215,  1217 

BURDEN  OF  PROOF 

as  to  corporate  character 82 

as  to  existence  of  cause  for  repeal  of  charter 47 

as  to  validity  of  railroad  aid  bonds 129 

as  to  validity  of  forfeiture  and  sale  of  stock 164 

as  to  ownership  of  railroad  bonds 265 

of  compliance  with  law  in  taking  hind  for  right  of  way    330,  331,  417, 

426,  669 

.    of  inaccuracy  of  engineer's  estimate  of  work  in  construction 465 

to  establish  liability  of  company  to  maintain  approaches  at 

depots 477 

in   actions  for  iiyuiy  to  live  stock    621,  697-700,  1389,  1390, 1396, 

1399,  1400, 1412 
on  plea  in  abatement  denying  agency  of  one  served  as  such ....      676 
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of  negligence  in  actions  for  personal  injuries,  etc.  682,  697-701,  796- 

799,  804,  805,  809,  810,  1200, 120J,  1214-1216,  1219, 1240 

as  to  statutory  i^uirements 697,  1128 

in  actions  for  loss  or  ixgury  to  freights 698,  699 

tiiyury  to    employes    698,  699,  1239,  1240,  1247.  1248, 

1251,  120J,  1261 

Extent  to  whigh  it  requires  proof » 699 

where  iigury  is  caused  by  fast  running 699,  700 

in  cases  of  injury  by  fire 700,  701 

of  contracts  ultra  vires 942 

as  to  proper  storage  of  baggage 994 

of  contributory  negligence 1023-1026,  1214-1216,  1219,  1240,  1896 

of  unfitness  of  servants 1180,  1219 

of  contract  limiting  liability  for  freight 1252,  1258 

as  to  custom 1266,  1267 

of  contract  to  carry  live  stock 1800 

as  to  fencing  railroad 1396, 1399,  1400 

BURGLARY 

in  railroad  depot  or  car 587 

BY-LAWS 

Power  to  make 163,  223,  226 

Reasonableness  thereof 226 

N  ature  of 226 

Evidence  of 227 

(See  Ultra  Vikes.) 

c. 

CALLS.    (See  Stock.) 

CAPITAL  STOCK.    (See  Stock  and  Subscriptions.) 

CAR  DRIVERS.    (See  Stuebt  Railroads.) 

CARRIERS.    (See  Common  Carriers.) 

CARS.    (See  Mortgage  and  Rolling  Stock.) 

CATTLE.    (See  Live  Stock.) 

CATTLE  GUARDS.    (See  Fencing.) 

CATTLE-WAYS.    (See  Railroad  Crossings.) 

CAUSA  PROXIM A.    (See  Fire,  Negligence,  and  Injuries.) 

CERTIFICATE 

as  to  formality  of  articles  of  incorporation;   authority  of  judge 

to  certify  to 54 

of  organization — ^when  necessary  to  be  filed 56 

(See  Stock.) 
CERTIORARI 

to  review  proceedings  in  eminent  domain 803,  368,  428 

a  discretionary  writ 424 

CHANCERY 

Relief  from  contract  of  subscription  induced  by  fraud  of  the  com- 
pany        158 
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Jurisdiction  of,  over  misapplication  of  corporate  funds  that 

should  constitute  dividends 1 72 

Jurisdiction  as  to  cancellation  of  fraudulent  shares  of  stock. ...       lS-'> 

Parties  in  such  case iSo 

Jurisdiction  of,  in  case  of  stockholder's  election  of  unqualified 

person 198.  199 

Injunction  to  prevent  election 198,  199 

Creditor's  bill  against  stockholders 20:5.  204 

Parties  thereto 203,  204 

Jurisdiction  as  to  redemption  of  railroad  bonds  and  mortgaf^es. .       266 
When  will  decree  damages  for  breach  of  contract  to  locate 

road. . . ! 277,  27S 

Power  of,  to  compel  railroad  to  comply  with  law  as  to  crossinj^ 

of  highways 551 

Who  may  mamtain  such  proceeding 551 

Jurisdiction  of,  in  case  of  forfeitures 672,  57-t 

as  to  ultra  vit-es  contracts 9l>0 

(See  Injunction  and  Specific  Peiipormance.) 

CHANGE  OF  GRADE.    (See  Highways  and  Railroad  Cuossings.) 

CHANGE  OF  LOCATION.    (See  Location.) 

CHANGE  OF  TIME.    (See  Time  and  Trains.) 

CHANGE  OF  VENUE.    (See  Right  op  Way.) 

CHARTER 

Construction  of  conflicting .' 2 

Rules  of  construction  of 7,  3S-35,  64 

rights;  transfer  to  private  persons 8 

Emanation  and  legal  character  of ' 12-18 

Amendment  of  general  charter  by  special  enactment 12,  17,  18 

of   13,  14,  15,  20-25, 147-149,  153,  154,  202,  475,  747,  748 

When  affected  by  new  constitution 18 

is  contract,  when 13-16,  25,  63 

Construction  of— what  law  governs 15 

is  contract  between  corporators 16 

Acceptance  of  amendment  of,  by  corporation — when  binding  on 

stockholders 17 

Acceptance  thereof 18,  19,  22,  23,  51,  52,  149 

Assent  of  Sdbscriber  to  amendment 22 

Amendment  accepted  by  stockholders  or  directors 22,  23 

lujunction  to  prevent  change  of  objects  or  misapplication  of  funds    24 

Aid  granted  by,  a  contract 25 

Joint  charter  from  two  or  more  states 26,  68-70 

termii^us  and  railroad  connections 27-31 

Construction  of,  as  to  terminus 27,  29,  'SB 

Reservation  therein  of  privilege  to  connect  with  other  roads ....        28 

Proof  of 32 

Limitation  of  rates  in 32 

Construction  of;  general  rule  as  to  powei-s 3^3,  63 
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Coustruction  of  as  to  route  of  road 83,  35,  278 

the  right  to  use  steam 83,  84,  80 

public  iands  lying  in  the  route  authorized  84, 85 

power  to  sell  obligations 85,  86 

power  to  secure  obligations 85,  86 

powers,  and  limitation  of  time  in  which 

tocohatruct 86,882.833 

Reservation  therein  of  the  right  to  permit  the  use  of  the  road 

by  other  roads 86 

Construction  of,  as  to  power  to  use  prior  constructed  roads 

as  branches 86,  37 

Its  binding  force  apon  purchase  or  sale  of  the  road 86,  87 

Benefits  of,  not  affected  by  general  law 87 

Abandonment  of 88,  39 

Forfeiture  of 89-45,86,90,  155,  156,381 

Couilitions  therein  for  completion  of  construction  in  a  given 

time — for  whose  benefit 44,  45 

Repeal  of 45-47.  51 ,  52,  86,  90 

General  law  is,  when 48, 49 

Conditions  precedent  therein  to  incorporation 50,  51,  5.' J 

Contract  to  procure 57, 58 

When  company  liable  for  services  in  procuring 62 

When  it  authorizes  purchase  and  mortgage  of  wharves 73 

When  it  authorizes  purchase  of  a  railroad 78 

does  not  pass  by  sale 79 

Power  to  operate  outside  of 79-^^1 

Resumption  of,  on  failure  to  declare  forfeiture ,        79 

Power  therein  to  receive  fares  and  tolls 80 

use  boats 80 

make  bridges 80 

Construction  of,  as  to  power  to  engage  in  banking 81 

When  applicable  to  subscriptions  after  organization 97 

Amendment  of;  effect  on  subscription 147-149,  153, 154, 202 

Repeal  of  law  authorizing  special  charters — effect  on  subscrip- 
tion       159 

Conditions  in 2'U 

Provision  of,  for  width  of  right  of  way 3^31 

Effect  of  consolidation  on 881 

Limitation  therein  as  to  time  of  exercise  of  right  of  eminent  do- 
main   832,  88:^ 

Exclusive  right  in,  to  carry  passengers 41 1  ' 

Amendment  of,  by  compelling  erection  of  union  depot 475 

Construction  of,  as  to  right  to  occupy  highway 502 

Effect  as  to  leases 610-612 

Construction  of,  as  to  authorizing  nuisances 749 

(See  Construct roK  ) 

(See  FORFKITURE  ) 
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PjkG2 

CHECK.    (See  Baggage  and  Stock.) 

CHILD 

What  is  meant  by 1140 

(See  Infants  and  Injuries.) 

CITIES.    (See  Municipal  Subscriptions.) 

CITIZENSHIP 

of  railroad  corporations 64^72 

CLOTHING.    (See  Baggage.) 

COLLISIONS.    (See  Injuries  and  Negligence.) 

COLORED  PERSONS.    (See  Passengers.) 

COMMERCE.    (See  Taxation.) 

COMMISSIONERS 

to  receive  subscriptions  and  organize  corporation — how  manjr  a 

quorum 52,  53 

RerogTiition  of  their  acts : , 53 

COMMON  CARRIERS 

When  private  persons  are 8 

Estoppel  of  company  to  deny  power  to  act  as 6o4,  ()56.  Q'tl 

XJltra  vires  contracts  of 9*»8 

Degree  of  care  required  of,  as  to  passengers 948-957 

^  must  carry  all  suitable  persons 957,  958 

What  persons  they  may  refuse  to  carry 958-964 

Liability  for  injuries  to  passengers 965-967 

Liability  for  carrying  passenger  past  station 968 

Liability  of  connecting  lines  for  injbry  to  passenger 974,  975 

Contract  by,  limiti  g  liability  for  injury  to  passengers 975-978 

Liability  of,  for  injury  to  employe  or  aittle  shipper,  traveling  on 

free  ptiss 976,  977 

Liability  of,  for  injury  to  free  passengers 978.  979 

may  make  regulations  concerning  passencjprs 979-982 

Liability  of,  for  wrongful  ejection  of  passenj^er 9S1 

may  exact  increased  fare  when  paid  on  cars 983,  984 

Liability  of,  for  injury  to  pa«*senger8  on  freight  trains 985,  986 

Liability  of  sleeping  car  company  aa 987 

may  not  discriminate  between  express  companies 1228-1231 

Liability  of,  for  live  stock 1299-1310 

(See  Freight  and  Passengers.) 

COMMORANCY 

of  a  railroad — when  it  exists 66 

COMMUTATION  TICKETS.     (See  Passengers.) 

COMPARATIVE  NEGLIGENCE,    (feee  Negligence.) 

COMPENSATION 

for  public  lands ^ .  34,  35 

of  servant  where  no  price  made 22^- 

(See  Right  op  Way.) 
(See  Highway.) 
(See  Eminent  Do^fAiN.) 
for  transportation.    (See  Freights,  Fares  and  Tolls.) 
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COMPLAINT.    (See  Pleadings.) 

COMPROMISES.    (See  Subsckiptions  ahd  Stock.) 

CONCURRENT  NEGLIGENCE.    (See  Contributory  Neqliqbnce.) 

CONDEMNATION.    (See  Eminent  Domain.) 

CONDITIONAL  SUBSCRIPTION.    (See  Subscriptions.^      ^ 

CONDITIONS.    (See  Deeds  and  Subscriptions.) 

CONDUCTOR.    (See  Servants  and  Actions.) 

CONNECTING  LINES.   (See  Freight,  Injuries  and  Passengers.) 

CONNECTION 

Reservation  of  privilege  to  make,  in  chturter 28 

with  railroads  of  another  state — power  as  to 74 

CONSEQUENTIAL  DAMAGES.    (See  Damages,  Eminent  Domain 
and  Right  of  Wat.) 

CONSEQUENTIAL  INJURIES.    (See  Injuries.) 

CONSIDERATION.    (See  Passengers.) 

CONSIGNMENT 

Estoppel  of  company  to  deny 654 

When  af^nt  of  company  becomes  agent  of  consignor 665 

Power  of  depot  agent  to  contract  as  to 665 

Authority  of  teamster  as  to 668 

by  bailee  or  special  owner. , . .  ^ 1299 

General 1324-1326 

Conditional  or  special 1326-132S 

Waiver  of  conditions  of 1328,  1329 

Direction  of  goods 1329,  1330 

Action  for  loss  of  goods ia30-i;^2 

Limited  liability  for 1332-1.3:54 

Release  of  damages  by  consignor .- 1334 

CONSIGNOR 

Carrier  can  not  dispute  title  of 1262 

CONSOLIDATION 

Right  of  legislature  to  permit 38 

Effect  of,  generally 38,39,  588-593 

on  liabilities 38 

Right  of  members  to  object  to 88,  39 

compensation 39 

Proof  of  filing  and  recording  of  articles S8 

When  sale  creates 91 

When  irregulai*,  as  a  defense  to  suit  for  subscription 105,  161 

Efft'ct  on  municipal  subscription 132 

Effect  on  subscription  to  stock 144,  200,  594r-596,  754,  755 

Estoppel  to  set  up 200 

Effect  on  personal  liability  of  stockholders 203 

Effect  on  rights  and  liabilities  of  stockholders 206.  207,  602 

Effect  on  power  to  make  bonds  and  mortgages 262 

Effect  on  right  to  take  land  for  right  of  way 3JU 

What  it  is 5SS 

Power  to  effect 5.^8 

96 
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CONSOLIDATION— Co«Wttt<«(?. 

Effect  as  to  judgmentB  and  executions 590 

of  railroads  in  different  states 590,  591 ,  596-^99 

Effect  on  mortgage  liens 591 

When  company  estopped  to  deny 691,  599-601, 6-52 

Legislative  ratification  of 591,  592,  599 

Evidence  of 592 

Effect  on  duty  to  restore  streams  where  crossed 592,  598 

Effect  of,  as  to  taxation 593,  594,  1466.  1468.  1501 

When  effected ^ 595 

of  roads  without  legal  authority 599,  60O 

where  one  corporation  has,  and  one  has  not,  power  to  consoli- 
date        60<> 

Effect  as  to  parties  to  suits.. 602 

on  right  to  remove  cause  to  U.  S.  court 764 

of,  as  to  insolvency  proceedings 887,  88S 

Place  of  business  of  consolidated  corporation 887,  688 

Effect  of,  as  to  service  and  place  of  suit 887,  888 

the  appointment  of  i-eceivers 889 

as  to  judicial  sales 912 

of,  on  taxation 1466,  1468,1501 

CONSTITUTIONAL  LAW.    (See   Eminent  Domain,  PowEKSA^iD 

Taxation.) 
CONSTRUCTION 

of  conflicting  charters 2 

of  charters;  rules  of 7,  38-35,  64 

of  charter;  what  law  governs 15 

of  joint  charter  from  several  states 26 

of  charter  as  to  terminus 27,  29,  38 

— geneml  rule  as  to  powers HS 

as  to  route  of  road 33,  ;i5 

the  right  to  use  steam 38,  ^ 

public  lands  lying  in  the  route  authorized 84,  <{5 

power  to  secure  obligations 35, '% 

sell  obligations 35,  36 

of  road;  limitation  of  time  as  to '*iS 

charter  as  to  powera,  and  limitation  of  time  in  which  to 

construct 36 

charter    as    to    right   to   use   prior  constiiicted    roads    as 

branches  36,  37 

road  by  using  other  roads  as  branches 36,  37 

road — conditions  for  completion  in  a  certain  time — ^for  whose 

benefit 44,  45 

law  as  to  period  of  extension  of  time  for  constructing  rail- 
road   50,  51 

charter  as  to  power  to  engage  in  banking 81 

Forfeiture  of  charter  for  failure  to  begin  or  complete 90 

by  lessee — forfeiture 91 

by  another  company — ^when  defense  to  subscription 117,  118 
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CONSTRUCTTON— Conf?Mtt«d. 

of  constitution  as  to  power  of  mnnicipaJities    to  subsmbe  for 

stock  in  railroads — when  U.  S.  ccurts  follow  state  courta      120 
conditions  as  to  completion  of  road  and  running  of  trains  135,  138 

road  delayed,  by  floods,  etc. —  eliect  on  conditions 186 

Directors  may  not  be  concerned  in  contract  for.. 213,  215,  216,  459,  460 

Damages  occasioned  by 231,  32'».  457,  4 .8 

Contract  to  abide  by  decision  of  enjjineer 203,  481— ICG 

Forfeiture  of  contract  for 2:^3,460,  461 

Failure  of  company  to    construtJt    branch    with    proceeds  of 

bonds — effect  on  mortgrage  security 263 

Advances  foi* — priority  in  foreclosure  proceeding's 273 

Manner  of,  a  question  for  the   jury 324 

Rijfht  to  u?e  earth,  etc.,  fiom  ri^ht  of  way,  in 325 

When  company  may  enter  for , 453-4-"5 

Damages  for  taking  mater.al  for 4")5 

Evidence  of  value  of  such 455 

Raising  and  lowering  other  roads 455,  406 

Restoration  of  crossings 4v6 

Change    of  route 4v6 

Breach  of  contract  for 458,  4'9 

Increajse  of  work  after  contract  for 459 

Agreement  to  take  subscriptions  in  payment  for 4itd 

Construction  of  contract  for 459,  470,  471 

"When  materials  belong  to  railroad ...    459 

Annullment  or  resci^^sion  of  contractor's  bond 461, 

Provision    that  engineer    may    take    charge  of    contractor's 

work 463 

Delay  in — effect  as  to  contract 463 

Contractor  entitled  to  no  money  before  time  of  estimate 463,  4C4 

What  is  forfeited  on  breach  of  contract  of 465,  466 

Bonus  for,  within  a  given  time 466 

Specific  performance  of  contract  for 466,  467 

Appointment  of  receiver  to  cr  mplete 467,  468,  893 

When  company  liable  for  contractor's  acts 408,  470 

D  sposition  of  surplus  money  on  abandonment  of 471 

Repair  of  road 471,  472 

Draining  grounds  of  surface  water  in 472 

Diversion  of  streams  in 472 

Estoppel  of  land  owner  to  claim  damages  for 472 

Sta^utory  liability  of  company  to  employes  of  contractors  and 

sub-contractors 472;  473 

of  railroad  in  highway— act  ion  for 498,  501 

Measure  of  damages  for  bri  ach  of  contract  for 867,  868 

Forfeiture  of  contract  for,  as  against  ass'gnee  in  bankruptcy. . .       886 
When  damages  provided  for  in  contract  are  regarded  as  liqui- 
dated damages  or  a  penalty 886 

(See  Chartek.) 
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CONTRACT 

to  influence  locab'on  of  railroad;  when  void 1 

for  state  aid  in  charter 25 

of  sale— power  to  make 35,  36 

to  procure  charter  and  other  legislation 57,  58 

in  view  of  organization 58-63 

whether  made  with  principal  or  agent 59,  60 

for  services  made  prior  to  organization ««.  61,  62 

by  railroad  in  foreign  state 71,  84 

When  statute  is 83,  84 

Power  of  president  to  make 144,  228,  232 

between  corporations  having  the  same  directors 222 

Power  of  railroad  to  make 228-230 

When  must  be  in  writing 228 

Change  of  conditions  leading  to  making  of 280 

Implied  contract,  arising  from  conditions 280,  231 

Implied  authority  of  agent  to 2:^,  233 

Relief  from,  where  it  does  not  contain  all  the  stipulations  agreed 

upon 233 

to  abide  by  decision  of  engineer 233 

for  construction— forfeiture  of 233 

Law  of 233-236 

made  out  of  state 252 

Power  of  railroad  to  contract  without  seal 252 

to  make  particular  location 277,  278,  280 

of  railroad  to  make  private  crassmg 494 

Estoppel  to  deny  power  to  make 652 

Estoppel  to  deny  power  of  agent  to  make 665 

Repudiation  of  voidable,  when  made  by  agent 665 

Ratification  of  voidable 665 

Effect  of  statute  of  frauds  on 665 

Power  of  depot  agent  as  to  consignments 665 

Ratification  of,  a  question  for  the  jury '  665 

Authority  of  agent  to  make,  a  question  for  the  jury 667 

by  agent  for  board,  etc.,  for  injured  employe 666 

by  agent — evidence  of  authority  to  make 666,  667 

When  made  by  clerk  of  agent 667 

Actions  on 685-688 

(See  Construction.) 

(See  Ultra  Vires.) 
CONTRACTOR 

When  company  liable  for  his  acts 468-470 

When  sub-contractor  is 472,  473 

When  a  servimt 822,  823,  829 

CONTRIBUTORY  NEGLIGENCE 

When  it  is  imputable , .      478 

of  owner  of  live  stock  injured 487,  1011,  1042,  1053,  1063 

of  employe  in  making  flymg  switch 492 
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CORPORATE  RIGHTS.    (See  Stockholders.) 

CORPORATION 

Existence  thereof— United  States  Courts  bound  by  adjudication 

of  state  courts  as  to 52 

Existence  thereof— what  may  be  inquired  into  as  to 54 

What  is  a  private 63,  64 

CORPORATION  AGGREGATE 

Whatis 48,  6:3 

CORPORATION  DE  FACTO 

Whatis 49,  M 

Power  to  act 49 

Status  in  court  of 55 

Power  to  charge  others  with  its  acts 55,  56 

CORPORATION  DE  JURE 

What  is 51 

CORPORATORS 

Who  may  be 8 

COSTS 

in  foreclosure  proceedings ; 273 

in  condemnation  proceedings — what  included  in 348 

on  granting  new  trial 739 

(See  Right  of  Way.) 

COUNTY  SUBSCRIPTIONS.    (See  Municipal  Subscriptions.) 

COUPLING  CARS.    (See  Servants.) 

COUPONS.    (See  Bonds.) 

CCJURT 

To  what,  appeal  goes  in  Illinois 285 

COVENANTS.    (See  Deeds.) 

CREDITOR'S  BILL.    (See  Chancery.) 

CRIMINAL  LAW.    (See  Offenses  against  Railroads.) 

CROPS— DAMAGE  TO.    (See  Fencing  and  Fire.) 

CROSSINGS.    (See  Highway  and  Railroad  Crossings.) 

CULVERTS.    (See  Bridges  and  Fencing.) 

CUSTOM 

Evidence  of,  in  cases  of  personal  injury 1097,  1098 

as  to  maintenance  of  defective  structures 1216 

as  to  liability  for  acts  of  servants 1244 

Burden  of  proof  as  to 1266, 1267 

CUTS  AND  EMBANKMENTS.    (See  Highway  and  Right  of  Way.) 

D. 

DAMAGES 

occasioned  by  construction  of  road 231,  457,  458 

for  forfeiture  of  contract  of  construction 283 

relate  to  right  and  not  to  remedy,  when 236 

on  abandonment  of  condemnation  proceedings 332 

When  excessive 478,  867,  872-876 

Repeal  of  law  ae  to 639 


I^'DL:x.  1527 

Page 
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Exemplary,  in  trespass  quare  clansum /regit 679 

Excess  of,  as  a  ground  for  new  trial 734-737 

Punitive  damages 869-872 

When  liquidated,  or  a  penalty 886 

(See  Measure  of  DAHAnRs.) 

(See  Right  op  Way.) 

DAMAGE  BY  FIRE.    (See  Fire.)    , 

DAMNUM  ABSQUE  INJURIA 876,877 

DEAF  PERSONS.    (See  Injuries.) 

pEATH.    (See  Injuries  Causing  Death.) 

DEOLARATlOlJ.    (See  Pleadings.) 

DEDICATION 

of  right  of  way 322 

of  property  for  depot 484,  485 

of  right  of  way  lands  for  a  highway 502,  503 

by  mortgagor  and  mortgagee 503 

of  highway — acceptance  of 585 

DEED 

to  railroad  before  organization 60,  61 

to  railroads — conditions  in 230,  231 

to  pretended  corporation ;  when  void 658 

by  corporation;  when  presumed  to  be  authorized 667 

of  right  of  way — when  indefinite  or  defective 441 

DEED  OF  TRUST.    (See  Mortgage.) 

DE  FACTO  CORPORATIONS.    (See  Organization  and  Railroads.) 

DEFECTIVE  MACHINERY.    (See  Injuries,  Passengers  and  Servants.) 

DEFENSES.    (See  Subscriptions.) 

DEGREE  OF  CARE.    (See  Negligence.) 

DELAYS.    (See  Freights.) 

DELIVERY.    (See  Baggage  and  Freight.) 

DEMAND.    (See  Stock  and  Subscriptions.) 

DEPOTS 

Character  of,  as  property 9 

Right  of  legislature  to  require  their  establishment 20,  21 

Companies  to  provide  accommodations  at 474-476 

Who  entitled  to  safe  appliances  at 475,  477 

Compelling  erection  of  union  depot 475 

Duty  of  employes  at 475 

Company  must  make  safe  approaches  at 476-479 

Duty  of  passengers  and  company  at 477 

Company  must  stop  trains  at  platforms 479 

Company  may  regulate  conduct  at 480,  481 

Agreement  to  make,  at  particular  place 481-485 

Promise  to  pay  money  for  services  in  procuring  location  of 483 

Parol  evidence  to  show  that  erection  of,  was  consideration  for 

conveying  right  of  way ,*  . ,  483,  484 

Measure  of  damages  for  failure  to  erect 484 
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Note  payable  upon  erection  of : 484 

Dedication  of  property  .or 484,  4<> 

Fencing  at 436.622-634,629 

What  is 486 

Injury  to  live  stock  at 4«6,  4^7 

Injunction  to  prevent  breach  of  contract  to  locate 756 

taking  ground  for  highway 757 

When  merhanic*8  lien  attachea  to 776,  777 

Injury  to  persona  at 1130,  11-31 

(See  Union  Depots.) 

DEVIATION.    (See  Location.) 

DIRECTION 

of  road  in  entering  terminal  point 33 

DIRECTORS 

No  power  to  accept  amendments  to  charter 22 

Change  of  number  and  mode  of  electing  by  amendment  to  char- 
ter          24 

When  election  of,  a  condition  precedent  to  suit  for  subscriptions  50,  51 

Right  to  act  can  not  be  tried  collaterally 88 

Quo  warranto  to  contest  election  of,  where  state  is  a  stockh  »ld>?r  83,  80 

When  those  elected  are  incompetent 89 

Their  right  to  vote 89 

Power  to  collect  subscriptions 97 

elected  out  of  state — calls  of  stock  by  them 112,  1 13 

Estoppel  to  question  their  election 113 

set  up  irregularities,  etc.,  in  calls  of  stock 159, 160 

Illegal  election  of,  as  a  defense  to  suit  on  subscription 113, 161 

Number  to  act  in  making  calls  of   stock,  and   delegation  of 

power 162,  664 

Power  of,  as  to  dividends  on  preferred  stock 169 

Injunction  to  prevent  election  of 198,  199 

Power  of,  to  release  stock  subscriptions 204 

Election  of 209-21 1 

Meetings  of 211,212 

Quorum  of 211,  224 

Records,  when  necessary 212 

Stockholders  chargeable  with  knowledge  of  their  action 212 

may  not  be  concerned  in  contracts  for  construction 213,  459,  460 

making  advantage  to  themaelvas 214-217 

Election  to  avoid  contract  by 214 

Ratification  of  directors'  frau'lulent  acts 213,  214 

Purchases  and  sales  by 215 

Connivance  at  fraudulent  acts  of  agents 215 

Errors  of  judgment  and  mistakes  of  law 215 

Fraudulent  sale  of  road  by 215,  220 

arc  trustees,  when 215,  218-2*22 

Gift  of  stock  to 216 
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DIRECTORS— C<?«<i«M«rf. 

Power  to  increase  cap»tal  8to<:k 217 

as  witnesses  for  company 218 

When  necessary  to  be  stockholders 218 

Release  of  stockholders  by 219 

Liability  for  false  statements 219 

Statute  of  limitations  as  to  trosleeship 220,  14o2,  1453 

Power  to  buy  bonds  of  corporation 221 

loan  money  to  corporation 221 

Contract  by,  for  location  of  road 221 

Buying  of  claims  agninst  company  by 221 

Payment  of  dividends  by 221 

Compensation  of,  and  services  by 221,  222,  223,  224,  225 

Fraudulent  acts  by 222 

Transfer  of  manajrement  of  company  by 222 

When  directors  of   other  companies — effect  on  contract  with 

them 222 

Waiver  of  their  fraud  by  stockholders 222 

Power  to  make  by-laws 223,  226 

Action  by  less  than  majority 224 

must  act  collectively 224,  225 

Quo  warranto  a«?ainst  225 

Meeting  out  of  state 253 

Voting  of  stock  to  themselves 253 

Admissions  of 660 

Power  to  delegate  authority  to  make  calls  of  ^  tock 664 

When  an  agent,  or  competent  to  appoint  agents 667 

Action  against,  by  stockholder 691,  692,  694 

Injunction  to  prevent  breach  of  trust  by 761 

Mandamus  to  compel  calling  of  election  by 933 

(See  Ultra  Vires.) 

DISCONTINUANCE.    (See  Nonsuit.) 

DISCOVERY 

by  railroad 82 

DISCRIMINATION.    (See  Freights,  Fares  and  Toli^.) 

DISSOLUTION 

of  corporation 88,  90-92 

DISTRINGAS 

When  proper 673 

DIVIDENDS 

Right  of  stockholders  to 94 

Payment  of,  on  guaranteed  or  prefen-ed  stock 167,  16S 

Interest  on 163 

on  preferred  stock — power  of  directors  as  to 169 

on  stock  held  in  trust 169 

in  general 1 70-173 

Nature  of 170,171 

Increase  of  stock — when  a 170 
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Payment  of 171 

Interest — when  a  dividend 1 71 

on  preferred  stock — liability  to  contribate  to  repairs 171 

Taxation  of 170,  171 

To  whom  payable 172 

When  payable 172,207 

Mandamns  to  compel  pasrroent 172 

Misapplication  of  fonds— jarisdiction  of  equity 172 

Limitations  asto 17:^ 

Demand  for,  when  necessary 173 

Constmction  of  statute  providing  for  payment  of  unclaimed 

dividends 173 

on  stock  pledged 175 

Right  of  company  to  apply  to  payment  of  stock 179 

Loss  of,  who  liable 207 

Discrimination  in  apporUonment  of 207 

on  stock — action  for 207 

DOMESTIC  A1?IIMALS.    (See  Live  Stock.) 

DOMICILE.    (See  Actions.) 

DONATION 

in  aid  of  railroad — ^presumption  asto 122 

does  not  authorize  issuance  of  bonds 124 

Power  of  municipal  officers  to  make 125 

DOUBLE  DAMAGES.    (See  Fencing  and  Livb  Stock.) 

DOWER 

in  land  taken  for  right  of -way 299,  300 

DRAINAGE.    (See  Construction  and  Right  of  Way.) 

DRAWBACKS.    (See  Freights,  Fares  and  Toli^.) 

DROVER.    (See  Passenger.) 

DRUNKENNESS.    (See  Evidence.) 

DWELLING-HOUSE.    (See  Right  op  Way.) 

E. 

EARNINGS.    (See  Income.) 

EASEMENTS.    (See  Right  op  Way.) 

EJECTMENT 

for  wrongful  taking  of  lands  for  right  of  way,  305,  327,  330, 333,  334. 

342 

on  public  land  grant 307.  309 

for  failure  to  comply  with  conditions  in  deed  of  right  of  way. . .      321 

to  recover  street  occupied  by  railroad 506 

for  obstruction  in  highway 520,  525,  527,  528 

EflTect  of  recovery  in,  for  railroad  in  highway 525,  528 

ELECTION 

by  stockholders;  quo  warranto  to  test  legality  of 695 

Mandamus  to  compel 933 
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(See  Directors.) 

(See  MuNrciPAL  Subscriptions.) 

(See  Officers.) 

(See  Taxation  ) 
EMBANKMENTS.    (See  Construction,  Highway  and  Right  of  Wat.) 
EMINENT  DOMAIN 

Questioas  of  usefulness  or  convenience  for  the  legislature  4,  5,  286,  291, 

323,345 

Enforcement  of,  by  private  persons 8,  289. 290 

Right  to  exercise  of,  when  transferable  to  individuals 8 

Power  to  exercise  as  to  extended  route 13,  18 

When  one  railroad  permitted  to  use  location  of  another ....  21 ,  284 

When  terminus  sufficiently  definite 30,  31 

Power  to  condemn  for  lateral  road 36,  276,  408-410 

Power  to  exercise  is  a  franchise 74,  285 

Power  to'exercise  a  second  time 275,  276,  277,  372 

Power  to  exercise  for  branch  road '   276 

What  it  is 283-285 

All  contracts  are  made  in  reference  to 283 

When  the  right  exists • 284 

When  it  passes  by  grant 284 

Power  of  state  to  divest  itself  of  right  of 284 

Taking  of  public  lands  by 284, 2S5 

Mode  of  exercising  right 285 

Who  may  enforce  it 285-290,  295, 296,  298,  299,  304,  361 

Control  of  general  government  over 286 

Damages — how  assessed 288 

Nature  of  taking  under 288 

What  is  a  "  taking  " 288,  296,  444, 445,  500 

What  necessary  to  its  exercise 290 

For  what  purpose  it  may  be  enforced  291,  292,  293,  293,  299,  354,  371, 

372 
Power  strictly  construed. . .  291,  298,  322,  323,  328,  342,  343,  847,  351, 

364,  365 

Power  of  city  to  condemn  railroad  for  a  highway 291 

Amount  allowed  to  be  taken 291,  292,  361,  362 

Nature  of  interest  or  estate  conferred  by 292,  297, 330 

Measure  of  damages  as  affected  by  nature  of  estate  taken. . . .  292,  395 

Proceedings  to  prevent  taking  property 293 

for  additional  width  for  telegraph  line 293 

Effect  of  railroad  being  in  occupation  of  property. . .  294,  302,  303,  323 

Against  what  property  it  may  be  enforced 294-297 

Estoppel  to  deny  right  to  property  sought  to  be  condemned 295 

What  is  a  *'  taking  "  of  another  railroad 296 

Parties 296,  336,368.  370.422 

Compensation  where  plank  road  is  taken 297 
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What  interest  in  the  land  may  be  taken 297 

Limitation  as  to  time  of  exercise  297,  305,  332,  333,  350,  353,  359,  360 

For  underground  road 298 

Difimissal  of  appeal 298 

How  inchoate  rights  are  affected  by  its  enforcement 299,  300 

For  what,  when  taken,  the  property  may  be  used 300,  301 

Compensation    301-305,  323,  324.  326,  340.  358,  361,  362.   365,  366, 

372-399 

Certiorari  to  review  proceedings 303 

When  award  and  tender  of  damages  a  defense  to  an  action  for 

entering  upon  land  pending  proceedings 303 

\  Deposit  of  compensation  in  bank 303 

Stay  of  execution  for  damages 304 

Injunction  to  restrain  proceedings 804,  410-414,  4ol 

Remedy  by  statute  exclusive 304,  338-342 

Entry  without  making  compensation 305,  318,  327,  340 

Trespass  or  egectment  for  wrongful  taking .  305 

Effect  of  its  enforcement  as  to  judgment  liens 305,  306 

Impeachment  of  judgment  in 306 

Effect  of  company  owning  adjoining  land,  as  to  its  exercise. . .  322,  3^ 

Crossing  of  turnpike  roads,  etc 325,  326 

Form  of  judgment  in 326,  348,  363,  431 

Change  of  location  after  judgment  for  damages 326,  327 

Sale  of  road  under  mortgage— effect  as  to  damages. ..........  327,  328 

Parties  to  proceedings  to  ascertain  damages 327,  328 

Proceedings  made  returnable  into  wrong  tribunal 328 

Notice  of  proceedings 328,  329,  360 

Compensation—benefits 329,  350,  ^58,  366,  392-394,  396 

Burden  of  proof  of  compliance  with  law  in  enforcing. . .  330, 331, 417 

Effect  of  consolidation  as  to  right  to  exercise 831 

Act  setting  aside  assef^sment  of  damages '. 333,  334 

Who  entitled  to  damages 334,418-422 

Right  of  purchaser  of  land  to  intervene  in 334 

Compensation  for  possession,  pending  proceedings 334,  335 

Enforcement  against  tenants  in  common 335-838 

Effect  of  partition  on  appeal 835, 336 

Enforcement  against  remainder  men,  etc 336,  337 

Lease  pending  proceedings 336 

Enforcement  against  lessors  and  lessees 336,  337 

Assessment  of  damages  in  gross 338 

Acts  in  excess  of  powers— remedy  therefor 839 

Acting  under  unconstitutional  law 339.  340 

Railroad  is  a  public  use 340 

Compensation — how  made 840 

Trial  by  jury  in 840,350,425-428,430-432,434,435 

Liability  of  company  for  acts  of  contractor  in  condemnation  pro- 
ceedings       341 
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Proceedings  under  d.ffjrent  statutes 343 

Bond  for  damages 346 

Conformity  to  charter  and  statutory  requirements  347.  351,  364,  365 

When  owner  entitled  to  damages ^ 348 

Costs 848,437,438 

Damages  for  occupancy  prior  to  assessment 350 

What  considered  in  arriving  at  damages 350,  351,  3'>8 

What  questions  considered  in  proceedings  under 351,  364 

Distribution  of  damages  for  mortgaged  property  taken 351 

Evidence  of  conformity  to  charter  or  statute — what  proper 351 

Practice  in  condemnation  proceedings 357, 359 

Rule  of  compensation 358,  361,  862,  365,  366,  372-399 

Validity  of  organization— when  essential 358 

Validity  of  certificate  of  location — when  essential 858 

Application  to  assess — how  made 859 

Proceedingd  before  several  officers 360 

Form  of  verdict  for  damages 860 

Verdict  for  interest 860 

Burden  of  proof  of  ownership  of  land 862 

Power  of  condemnation  commissioners  to  try  title 362 

Laws  in  force  in  Illinois  as  to 868 

Wisconsin 364,  865 

Railroad  not  incorporated — when  a  defense 368 

How  the  authorities  may  be  forced  to  assess 870-372 

When  question  of  corporate  capacity  can  be  raised  in 874 

Taking  of  lands  after  construction  of  road 889 

Trial  of  issues  in 889 

What  terms  or  words  are  equivalent  to  **  just  compensation  *\ .      389 

Test  aa  to  value  of  land  taken 890,  397 

Taking  of  fixtures,  etc.,  erected^for  purposes  of  trade,  under  New 

York  statute 409,  410 

Crossing  of  one  railroad  by  another 410, 411,  422 

When  franchise  is  treated  as  real  estate 411,  412 

What  right  or  title  is  conferred  by  assessment  and  paj'ment. .  414-418 

Duration  of  rights  acquired  by 415 

Whom  proceedings  bind 417 

When  proceedings  under  general  law  or  si^ecial  charter 417,  418 

Requisites  of  judgment  in 419 

Effect  of  omission  of  necessary  parties 422 

of,  on  franchise  of  railroad  crossed  or  used 4:>2 

Power  to  take  lands  includes  power  to  take  houses 422,  42^3 

Changes  of  venue  in 428 

Injunction  in  favor  of  an  as:)ignee  of  damages 481 

Provisions  of  Illinois  Constitution  of  1870 4:^2 

Prior  proceedings  a  bar 443,  444 

Damages  for  highway  or  other  railroad  crossing  a  railroad. .  444,  445 

What  is  **  property  " 444 
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Damages  on  taking  bighway  for  railroad 49^,  504,  505,  509,  olU 

Natui-e  of  **  taking  "  of  Lighway 5^ *») 

Streets  are  held  subject  to •'»n 

Compensation  to  cities  on  taking  htghway  for  railroad 511 

Right  of  abutting  landholder  to  compensation  for  ralroad  in  a 

street 515-52^ 

Right  to  take  nonsuit  in 730.  7:'J 

Removal  of  proceedings  to  U.  S.  court 7l6 

EMPLOYES.    (See  Servants.) 

ENGINEER.    (See  Construction  and  Servants.) 

EQUITY.    (See  Chancery.) 

ERECTIONS.    (See  Mortgage  and  Right  op  Way.) 

ESCROW 

When  subscription  to  stock  is •. 115,  116 

Parol  evidence  as  to  its  conditions 116 

ESTATES.    (See  Right  op  Way.) 

ESTIMATES.    (See  Construction.) 

ESTOPPEL 

to  deny  existence  of  corporation  contracted  with  as  such  321,  658,  659 
acceptance  of  charter  or  corporate  existence. ..  52,  75,  76,  1-^ 

to  set  up  that  not€  is  not  payment  of  a  subscription ^^ 

to  deny  making  of  contract  ior  services  before  organization. ...        62 
of  one  participating  in  irregular  organization  to  bring  quo  war- 
ranto          B7 

to  deny  existence  of  corporation  by  subscriber 97, 157 

to  question  notice  of  meeting  for  organization 97 

to  take  advantage  of  change  of  purpose  by  corporation ...  97,  98,  20*) 
to  question  election  of  directors,  or  their  right  lo  make  calls. . .       IV-i 

to  assert  conditional  subscription 115 

of  municipality  to  deny  subscription,  or  power  to  give  bonds    118-122, 

125,  139.  140 

to  deny  recitals  in  municipal  bonds 141,  142 

subscription HS 

of  subscriber  to  allege  insufficient  amount  of  subscription V>0 

by  payments 150,  15G 

to  question  organization l-'6 

by  taking  part  in  organization 157 

ot  director  to  set  up  irregul  rities  in  calls  ibr  stock 159,  160 

as  to  sale  of  pledged  bonds 245 

of  railroad  to  deny  validity  of  bonds  and  mortgages 2' 2 

of  company  and  privies  to  deny  validity  of  bonds 25:J 

of  junior  mortgagee  and  bondholders 2''4 

to  deny  power  to  mortgage 2*>4 

to  set  up  invalidity  of  contract  of  guaranty  of  bonds 2(>4 

to  deny  right  to  property  sought  to  be  condemned t95 

of  land  owner  to  treat  permission  to  enter  on  land  for  right  of 

way,  as  a  nullity 320,  321 
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of  mortgagee  to  repudiate  agreement  for  right  of  way  by  mort- 
gagor       828 

of  railroad  to  deny  right  of  land  owner  to  cause  assessment  to  be 

mide..... 831 

of  land  owner  to  obtain  injunction  after  construction  of  raibx>ad 

on  his  land 364 

of  company  to  deny  title  of  defendant  in  condemnation  proceed- 
ings  861,362,369,370 

to  question  award  of  damages  in  condemnation  proceedings. . .      864 

of  land  owner  by  accepting  compensation  for  right  of  way 

365.  442,  443 

to  set  up  abandonment  of  right  of  way 440 

of  company  to  claim  damages  for  delay  as  against  contractor  for 

construction 463 

.   of  land  owner  to  claim  damages  for  manner  of  construction  of 

road 472 

of  municipality  to  enforce  conditions  as  to  occupancy  of  its  streets 

by  a  railroad,  by  delay 549 

of  lessee  to  question  legality  of  lease 606 

of  land  owner,  by  acts,  to  deny  an  open  crossing  over  road 647 

to  deny  consolidation 599,  600,  601,  652,  653 

Doctrine  applicable  to  railroad  companies 651,  652 

to  deny  liability  in  second  action  for  same  caune 651,  6o2 

to  deny  dedication  of  lands,  or  equitable  title  to 652 

of  creditor  levying  executioii  to  deny  title  of  company 653 

to  treat  public  as  trespassers,  by  opening  grounds 653 

to  deny  liability  as  common  carriei-s 654 

receipt  of  goods  for  a  consignee 654 

when  a  question  for  the  jury 654 

to  deny  right  of  way 654,  655 

of  gai)  company  to  disturb  railroad  tracks 656 

of  railroad  company  to  deny  doing  what  it  has  no  power  to  do  656,  657 

of  subscriber  to  stock  to  deny  validity  of  subscription 659 

Where  statements  of  an  agent  will  oreate. 664 

to  deny  power  of  agent 665 

by  statement  of  damage  in  petition 853 

of  company  by  acceptance  of  act  of  exemption 1474 

of  state  to  question  validity  of  sale  of  railroad 1501 

EVIDENCE 

of  charter 32 

as  to  corporate  character 32,  5S7 

Parol,  to  prove  ratification  of  subscription 60 

Proof  of  corporate  existence 75,  76,  77 

of  subsequent  acquisition  of  franchises 76 

of  consolidation 88,  592 

Proof  of  organization,  where  preliminary  subscription  required        97 
Verbal  agreements  to  vary  written  subscriptions. . .  101,  102,  155,  755 
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S^'parate  writing:  to  vary  contract  of  subscription lOi 

^ooks  are,  as  to  amount  of  subscriptions 105,  150,  151, 16C> 

What  admissible,  as  to  performance  of  condition  to  transport 

freight  across  a  river 109 

Parol,  as  to  conditions  of  an  escrow 116 

Faro],  as  to  performance  of  conditions 116,  117 

When  writings  evidencing  performance  of  conditions  to  be  pro- 
duced        117 

[  Parol,  to  establish  waiver  of  conditions 117 

of  taxable  value  of  property  in  suit  on  county  bonds 141 

Corporate  books  in  suit  for  calls  of  stock 160 

Subscription  to  stock,  how  proven 160 

Admissions  of  stockholders 199.  662 

of  stockholders 199,702 

of  publication  of  notice  of  cails  of  stock 201 

of  ownei-ship  of  stock 205,  206 

Records  of  directors 212 

of  directors  in  behalf  of  company 218,  660 

By-laws — when 227 

Oral  evidence  to  explain  ambiguity  in  note  given  by  an  agent. .      23*2 

of  title  to  public  land  grant 309 

of  ownerahip  of  land  taken  for  right  of  way 347 

Parol  evidence  to  show  trust  in  land  taken  for  right  of  way 347 

of  conformity  to  charter  or  statutory  requirements  in  condem- 
nation proceedings 351, 417 

of  necessity  of  railroad — how  made • 353 

Expert  testimony  as  to  proper  method  of  construction  of  a  rail- 
road       355 

of  value  of  land  taken  for  right  of  way  379. 380, 382,  383,  385, 390,  391, 

397,  407,  850,  852,  853 

of  platting  of  laud  taken  for  right  of  way 382 

as  to  damage  sustained  by  taking  land  for  a  right  of  way 385 

to  show  riparian  ownei*ship 402 

Parol  evidence  to  prove  agreement  to  fence  right  of  way 423 

What  competent,  on  appeal  in  condemnation  proceedings 427,  435 

Parol  evidence  as  to  instructions  or  decision  of  commissioners  to 

assess  right  of  way  damages 437 

of  value  of  materials,  etc.,  taken  for  construction 455 

of  insolvency  of  contractor  in  suits  by  or  against  him 461 

of  acts  of  contractor,  to  show  how  he  understood  his  contract. . .      471 
Parol  evidence  to  show  that  erection  of  depot  is  consideration  for 

conveyance  of  right  of  way 483,  484 

of  market  value  in  suit  for  damages  for  railroad  in  street 517 

of  title  in  same 518 

What  proper,  in  suit  for  damages  for  railroad  in  street 623 

of  ringing  of  bell,  etc.,  at  crossing 631,  1007 

that  plaintiff  looked  and  listened  at  highway  crossing 536 
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of  excessive  speed 641 

of  plaintiff 's  familiarity  with  dangeroas  crossing — when  admissi- 
ble       550 

on  indictment  agrainst  railroad  for  causins:  death  of  a  person  580,  581 

on  indictment  for  obstructing  railroad  track 586,  587 

of  corporate  character  of  railroad,  on  indictment  for  burglary  in 

depot 587 

'  Admissions  of  one  of  two  consolidated  companies 589 

of  power  of  corporation  *to  contract  in  foreign  state 603 

of  negligence,  in  action  for  injury  to  live  stock 621,  628,  1408 

of  place  of  killing  stock 628 

of  negligence  and  contributory  negligence  6^^,  1024,  1026,  1027,  1044. 

1075,  1076,  10^2-108"),  1087,  1089 
necessary  to  sustain  verdict  fixing  responsibility  for  gate  being 

left  open 642 

as  to  sufficiency  of  cattle  guard 643 

Admissions  of  directors 660 

agents,  servants  and  employes  660-662,  668,  669,  727, 

728 

of  appointment  of  agent 663,  664,  667 

When  knowledge  of  agent  treated  as  knowledge  of  principal  663,  664 

of  authority  of  agent  to  contract 666,  ^67 

Proof  of  notice  of  injury 669 

Weight  of,  in  civil  actions 699 

of  negligence  causing  fire  701,  788, 789.  792,  796,  798,  799,  802-805,1084 

of  party  to  a  suit 702 

must  correspond  with  pleadings 703 

Objection  to,  when  and  how  taken 703 

to  impeach  books  showing  balance  in  favor  of  a  garnishee 

debtor 712 

Admissions  of  servants  ot  company  in  garnishment 727,  728 

of  title  in  proceeding  for  injunction  to  restrain  interference  with 

right  of  way 754 

of  repeated  fires,  as  evidence  of  negligence 78S 

of  value  of  property  destroyed  by  fire 788,  789 

Expert  testimony  as  to  exposure  of  property  consumed  by  fire  . .       797 
of  damage  allowed  upon  taking  right  of  way,  in  action  for  dam- 
ages caused  by  fire 801 

as  to  occupancy  of  right  of  way,  in  actions  for  damage  by  fire. .      802 

necessary  to  establish  relation  of  master  and  servant 821 

as  to  conrluctor's  authority 824 

of  rules  of  company  to  show  negligence  of  servant 826 

of  habitual  dmnkennebs  of  injured  person,  in  mitigation  of  dam- 
ages        845 

Admission  of  improper,  to  enhance  damages 846 

as  to  damages  in  case  of  personal  injury 858,  859,  860,  862,  1099, 

1114,  1115,  1168,  1169,  1176 

97 
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in  mitigation  of  damages .•••••      ^'^ 

of  pecnniaiy  ability  of  one  of  seTeral  defendants ^ 

to  establish  cost  of  completing  contract  of  constmction ^^ 

of  incompetency  of  senrant S71.  l'2\^ 

on  the  question  of  ponitive  damages ^"^I 

as  to  sufiSciency  of  materials  used ^I 

of  ultra  tires  contracts W- 

ratification  of  ultra  vires  contracts ^> 

Parol,  as  to  notice  to  passenger  at  time  of  purchasing  ticket 96^ 

as  to  permission  to  stop  ovrrr  on  through  ticket 1*72 

of  conspiracy  in  loss  of  baggage ^^ 

Contradictory  statements  of  person  losing  baggage 9^*^ 

Check  as,  of  possession  of  baggage 9^ 

Testimony  of  owner  as  to  lost  baggage 1002,  lO^^^ 

as  to  negligence  of  an  infant 1070 

of  condition  of  track,  in  case  of  accident,  at  point  distant  from 

place  of  accident 10!** 

of  conductor,  in  case  of  accident,  as  an  expert lOST 

of  medical  experts  in  cases  of  personal  injury 1096,  1099 

\  of  complaints  of  suffering  in  such  case 1098 

of  value  of  services  in  such  case 1096 

•        Absence  of,  of  person  causing  injury 109T 

of  usages  and  customs  in  cases  of  personal  injoiy 1097,  109^ 

of  special  damages — when  admissible 109S,  1099,  1114,  111-^ 

Life  tables,  in  cases  of  personal  injury 1099,  1167,  1168,  1176 

of  pecuniary  condition  of  parties 1099,  1100,  1115,  1148,1170 

When  ordinances  regulating  rate  of  speed  are  admissible  in ... .     1115 

to  impeach  release  of  damages 1128 

of  negligence  in  diminution  of  damages 1134,  1135 

of  existence  of  beneficiaries,  in  actions  for  iqjuries  causing  death    1135 
of  damage  to  beneficiaries,  in  actions  for  ipjuries  causing  death  1143, 

1144 

of  pecuniary  status  of  parties  in  such  actions lliS 

Parol,  as  to  effect  of  settlement  by  widow  en  claim  of  children, 

in  such  cases 1 149 

of  foreign  laws 1160 

in  trial  of  indictment  for  causing  death  of  a  person 1162,  11© 

in  actions  for  personal  injury  causing  death 1172-1176 

of  identity  in  case  of  death 1174 

marriage 1174 

of  conversations  as  to  contract  for  compensation  of  employe 1208 

of  knowledge  of  defective  condition  of  road 1214,  1216 

as  to  defective  condition  of  bridge 1215 

of  servant,  when  competent 1219,  1288.  1412 

of  contract  to  transport  freight  beyond  terminus 1234,  1237,  12S^) 

as  to  making  of  contract  limiting  liability  for  freight 12^ 

of  ne^^ligence  causing  loss  of  freight 1252,  1297 
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Receipt  of  one  company,  as  evidence  for  another 1265,  1266 

Presumptions  as  to  loss  of  contents  of  package  carried  as  freight    1266 

Parol,  as  to  directions  on  freights  to  be  carried 1266 

of  partnership  between  connecting  lines 1270 

as  to  usual  time  of  transit  of  freights 1272 

that  freight  is  ready  for  delivery 1288 

Competency  of   employes  as    witnesses  to  prove  delivery  of 

freight 1288 

Bill  of  lading  as,  of  contract  to  carry  beyond  terminus  of  line. .     1293 

to  contradict  or  vary  bill  of  lading 1273.  1319.  1320,  1321 

of  knowledfire  of  terms  of  receipt  for  freight 1333 

of  offer  to  pay  damages— effect  of 1382 

of  killing  or  injury  of  live  stock 1403,  1408 

Expert,  as  to  suitable  fence 1407 

of  ownership  of  live  stock  killed  or  injured 1412 

Competency  of,  of  employe  causing  injury  or  loss 1412 

of  expert,  as  to  whether  injury  might  have  been  avoided 1412 

of  presentment  of  claim  for  injury  to  live  stock 1413 

of  negligence  in  fencing  or  repairing  fence 1416 

to  show  unconstitutionality  of  statute 1429 

of  conduct  of  passengers  in  case  of  accident 1483 

as  to  what  are  dividends 1491 

(See  BuKDBN  of  Proof.) 

(See  Proof.) 

EXCAVATIONS.    (See   Consthuction,  Highwat   and   Right   of 
Wat.) 

EXCESSIVE   DAMAGES.    (See  Damages  and  Measubb  of  Dam- 
ages.) 

EXCESSIVE  FORCE.    (See  Passengers  and  Servants.) 

EXCLUSIVE  GRANTS.    (See  Right  of  Way  and  Land  Grants.) 

EXECUTION 

against  mortgaged  property 245,  247 

Levy  of,  on  property  in  hands  of  receiver 899,  900,  909 

Sale  of  railroad  under 901-91 1 

bonds 005 

stocks 910,  911 

Redemption  from  sale  under 922-924 

EXEMPLARY  DAMAGES.    (See  Damages  and  Measure  of  Dam- 
ages.) 

EXEMPTION.    (See  Taxation.) 

EXPERTS.    (See  Evidence  and  Right  of  Way.) 

EXPLOSIONS.    (See  Injuries,  Passengers  and  Negligence.) 

EXPRESS  COMPANIES 

Discrimination  against 1228-1281 

Liability  for  delivery  of  goods  carried 1232,  1238 

EXPULSION.    (See  Depots  and  Passengers.) 

EXTRA  BAGGAGE.    (See  Baggage.)  - 
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FALSE  IMPRISONMENT 

Action  for,  ag-ainst  a  railroad 6SS 

FALSE  REPRESENTATIONS.    (See  Fraud.) 

FARES.    (See  Freights,  Fares  and  Tolub.) 

FARM  CROSSINGS.    (See  Fencing  and  Live  Stock.) 

FEME  COVERT.    (See  Married  Women.) 

FENCING 

within  a  river — what  constitutes  river 37 

Exemption  from,  not  aflFected  by  general  law 37 

Conditions  as  to,  in  deed  of  right  of  way 320,  o?l 

as  an  element  of  right  of  way  damages 376,  394,  396,  890 

Agreement  to  fence  right  of  way  not  provable  by  parol 4'J8 

at  highway  crossings,  depots,  etc.    486,  622-624,  629.  633,  638,  639. 

141HI 

at  private  crossing 495,  496,  646,  647 

When  may  be  compelled  as  police  regulation   557,  558,  559,  560,  616- 

619 

Indictment  for  failure  to  fence 5*^2 

Liability  of  lessor  and  lessee  for  failure  to  fence  . . .  608,  609,  610,  611 

Liability  at  common  law 614-616,  13S1 

Statutory  obligation  to  fence 616-621,  624-640,  1393- 141o 

For  whose  benefit  intended 616,  619,  620,  629,  630,  631,  638,  64:^ 

1392,  1394,  1398 

To  whom  fencing  laws  apply 617 

Mandamus  to  compel 617 

Repair  of  dilapidated  fence 617,  618 

What  are  unavoidable  accidents 618 

Insufficient  fence  constructed 620 

Instructions  as  to  duty  of 620 

Recovery  by  landholder  for  fence  constructed  by  him,  not  on  the 

line 620.6-21 

When  agreement  to  fence  runs  with  land 621 

Liability  of  company  for  damage  to  crops 622,  6-'^ 

Liability  to  construct  cattle  guards 624,  627,  638,  640,  646,  647 

When  highway  abandoned 624 

When  stock  **  running  at  large  " 625,  626 

Effect  of  land  owner  fencing 628 

Bight  to  join  fences 628 

Statutes  apply  to  existing  roads ^33 

Recovery  for  injury  to  stock  where  a  penalty  is  imposed  for  fail- 
ure to  fence 633,  646 

As  to  negligence  on  failure  to  fence 633,  634,  635,  637,  638,  639 

against  uninclosed  lands 633,  634 

before  required  time 634 

What  is  a  fence 634 
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p  Time  to  fence.... 634,  635,61^6 

Who  to  decide  qaestion  of  liability  to  fence 634,  635 

Liability  where  landholder  may  fence,  bu'  does  not 635 

where  road  is  in  hands  of  contractors  or  lessees 6^^6 

on  a  change,  of  ownership 636 

Recovery  for  part  of  a  fence 637 

by  landholder  as  agent  of  company 6^)7 

Who  bound  to  fence 639 

What  is  a  railroad,  as  to 639 

Repeal  of  law' giving  double  damages 639 

Injury  to  stock  where  land  owner  contracted  to  fence. . .  640,  643,  648, 

1382,  1396-1398,  1406,  1415 

Connection  between  injury  to  stock  and  failure  to  fence 640 

Statutes  of  Wisconsin  as  to 640 

Liability  for  defective  fence 640-643 

Notice  and  repair  of  original  defects 641 

Leaving  open  gates  and  bars 642,  1395 

Contributory  negligence  of  owner 642,  643 

Kind  of  fence 642,  64^3,  1407 

waived  by  adjoining  owner 643 

Evidence  as  to  sufficiency  of  cattle  guard 643 

When  negligence  in  construction  a  question  for  the  jury    643,  644,  1416 

at  angular  approaches  to  highway  crossings 644 

Statutes  in  relation  to  partition  fences 644-646 

When  statute  remedy  for  failure  to  fence  exdusive 646 

When  acljoining  owner  bound  to  keep  up  fence H46 

Liability  to  make  cattle  guards  at  private  crosi^ings 646,  647 

Right  of  railroad  to  make  gates  for  itself 646 

Estoppel  of  owner,  by  acts,  to  deny  an  open  crossing 647 

Leaving  open  fence  by  third  party 647 

Action  under  statute  for  injury  to  stock 648-650 

Requirements  as  to  notice  and  affidavit  in  statutory  action 649 

Service  in  such  action 649,  650 

Burden  of  proof  as  to 697,  698,  700,  1396,  1399,  1400 

Action  against  railroad  for  erection  of  snow  fence 704 

Right  to  double  damages  for  want  of 854.  855,  1417-1420 

Contract  by  railroad  to  do — effect  of ^  1391 

Effect  of  ac^oining  owner  making  repairs 1395,  1396 

Expert  evidence  as  to  suitable 1407 

Liability  of  other  companies  using  road,  for 1409,  1410 

Injury  to  stock,  from  defective 1413-1416 

A  vei-ments  in  pleadings  as  to 1415 

Liability  for  double  damages  for  failure  to  do 1417-1420 

(See  LivK  Stock.  ^ 

FIRE 

Indictment  of  railroad  for  causing 582 

Liability  of  lesaors  and  lessees  for  damages  by 612,  799 
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Proof  necessary  to  rebut  prestimption  of  negligence 700,  701 

Burden  of  proof  as  to  damage  by,   700,  701,  796,  798,  799,  804,  80.\ 

809, 810 

caused  by  throwing  cftila  from  engine 700,  701 

Evidence  of  negligence  causing,  701,  7c8,  789,798,  799, 802-805,  1060, 

1082.  im 

What  is  negligence  causing 701 

Liability  of  railroad  companies  at  common  law  for  damagres 

caused  by 788-809 

Liability  for  damage  by,  when  operating  without  authority 7"^^! 

Proof  of  value  of  property  destroyed  by 788,789 

When  negligence  causing,  a  question  for  the  jury,  and  when 

not 788,  790.  791,  795,  798.  iaS2 

caused  by  unsafe  engines,  etc 791.  795 

Contributory  negligence  in  case  of  damage  by,  791,  79-),  794,795,  797, 

798,  799.  800,  805 

caused  by  accumulations  of  gros^  etc 792,  793,  794,  793,  SOo 

Allegations  and  proof  as  to  negligence  causing 79G 

Expert  testimony  as  to  exposure  of  property  consumed  by 797 

Proximate  and  remote  cause  of  damage  by,  701,  797,  798,  802,  808, 

805,  806,  807,  808,  810,  814-81^ 

Special  verdict  as  to  negligence  causing 79 1 

Comparative  negligence  as  applicable  to  cases  of  injury  by l^i 

When  company  liable  for  damage  by,  caused  by  another  com- 
pany using  road 79!) 

In  whose  possession  property  is 801 

Evidence  of  damage  allowed  upon  taking  right  of  way 801,  M-i 

Destruction  of  baggage  by &-'l 

Evidence  as  to  occupancy  of  right  of  way 80'J 

Who  entitled  to  recover  for  property  destroyed  by 808,  814 

Destruction  of  cars  by,  before  delivery  to  company 805,  N'H 

caused  by  cutting  off  hose ScK) 

Insurance  upon  property  destroyed  by 806,  810,  811,  813, 814 

Measure  of  damages  for  property  destroyed  by 808 

Liability  by  statute  for  damage  by 809-S14 

Who  liable  for  damages  by 812 

What  is  **  property,"  destroyed  by SVi 

**  along  the  route  " 813.814 

Who  may  recover  for  damage  by,  in  case  of  mortgage 814 

Negligence  in  not  extin^ishing 1018 

FIXTURES 

Permanency  of,  a  question  of  intention 10 

when  real  estate 9-11 

When  property  becomes  such,  so  as  to  come  within  mortgage  249,  250, 

258-260 

FLAGGING.    (See  Wakwings.) 

FLAGMEN.    (See  Highways.) 
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FLOODS 

delaying  construction  of  road — effect  on  conditions V6& 

(See  Freights.) 

FLYING  SWITCHES.    (See  Injuries  akd  Switches.) 

FORECLOSURE.    (See  Mortgage.) 

FOREIGN  CORPORATION.  (See  Powers,  Actions  and  Taxation.) 

FORFEITURE 

When  a  penalty 567 

of  iand  ^rranted  to  aid  in  building  railroad 572-575 

Jurisdiction  of  chancery  in 572.  573 

FORFEITURE  OF  CHARTER 89-45 

Acquiescence  of  stockholders  thei-ein 39,  40 

Rights  of  creditors • 39,  40 

Charter  provision  therefor 40 

for  non-performance  of  conditions 40 

by  abandonment  of  road 40 

by  chan>jre  of  termini 40 

Proceedings  for 41 

not  done  collaterally 41 

Acceptance  of  charter  from  another  sta*  e 41,  42 

Proceedings  for,  when  not  affected  by  prior  proceedings 41 

Waiver  thereof  by  state 42,  44 

Effect  of  waiver 44 

by  legislative  enactment — effect  as  to  franchise 43 

by  lapse  of  time 43,  90 

Failure  to  enforce  by  state 43 

Recognition  of  corporation  after  cause  for  forfeiture 43 

for  non-performance  of  condition  precedent — effect  as  to  subse- 
quent compliiince 43 

by  withdrawal  of  trains 43 

Revivor  by  legislative  act 43,  44 

by  prosecution  .of  suit  to  annul  charter  of  another  corporation        44 

Legislative  power  to  declare,  cumulative  to  judicial 44 

ior  failure  of  officers  to  reside  in  state 44 

Against  whom  proceedings  are  to  be  brought 45 

Distinction  between  rei)eal  and  forfeiture 47 

Failure  to  a-ssert — resumption  of  charier 79 

by  quo  trarranto f^6 

Proceedings  for,  must  be  by  state 86,  87 

Remedy  for,  not  affected  by  provision  for  repeal 86,  90 

when  by  scire  facias 86,  87 

Declaration  of,  when  necessary 90,  91 

by  failure  to  construct  within  prescribed  time 90 

where  construction  is  by  lessee 91 

(See  Contract.) 
(See  Construction.) 
(See  Penalties.) 
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FORMER  ADJUDICATION.  *  (See  Res  Adjudicata.) 

FRANCHISE 

Charter  is  the  source  of 1- 

Wten  a  contract 17 

is  property 40 

When  can  be  surrendered  by  railroad 39,  4«i 

Effect  of  forfeiture  of  charter  as  to ^^ 

Capacity 72-7^ 

WThatis 72.  73.  285.  287,295 

Different  kinds —prerogative  and  ordinary 7'> 

Emanation  thereof 7:^ 

Ordinary  franchises 73.  74 

When  can  only  be  exercised  in  other  states 74,  75 

Acquisition  of,  how  proved 76 

Length  of  its  existence 7S 

Sale  or  mortgage  of . . . .  79,  237-242,  244,  257,  691,  879,  880,  882.  8^? 

Power  of  legislature  to  transfer 79,  591 

Forfeiture  of,  as  defense  to  suit  for  subscription 155,  156 

Taking  of,  by  eminent  domain .294,  295,  296 

What  is  abandonment  of •>^^ 

When  treated  as  real  estate 411,  412 

Effect  on,  of  condemnation  proceedings 422 

Injunction  to  prevent  infringement  of 759,  760 

Sale  of,  by  statutory  permission 882,  86v5 

FRAUD 

in  mortgage  sale 91,  92 

When  a  defense  to  suit  for  subscription 144,  149,  15^ 

False  representations  to  voters 114,  125 

By  officer  making  subscription  or  issuing  bonds 124 

Allegations  as  to 124 

Repudiation  of  contract  for — time  of 158 

■  in  transfer  of  stock 1^^ 

in  issuance  of  stock 182,  1^^ 

by  directors 213-222 

Fraudulent  sale  of  road 215,  220,  880,  ^1 

in  judicial  and  execution  sales 913,  914,  918,  919-921 

in  obtaining  ticket 959 

Evidence  of,  to  impeach  release  of  damages 1128 

in  concealing  or  misrepresenting  value  of  freight  shipped. .  1333,  1334 
(See  Statute  op  Frauds.) 

FREE  PASSES.    (See  Passengers.) 

FREIGHT 

Rules  as  to  carriage,  etc 227 

Law  governing  contract  for  transportation 235 

Actions  for  loss  or  injury  to,  687,  1222,  1224,  1238-1247,  1272,  1273, 

1330-1:^:^2 
Burden  of  proof  in  actions  for  loss  or  injury  to,  698,  699,  12:59,   1240, 

1247,  1248,  1251,  1253,  1261 
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TUEIGET  "Contitiued. 

Measure  of  damages  for  injury  to 855,  856 

loss  of 856 

failure  to  cariy  in  reasonable  time  856-858, 

1314 

breach  of  contract  to  carry 869 

Bound  to  carry 1220- 1223 

LiabUity  for,  beyond  terminus  of  road  1222,  1234-1238,  1244,  1245, 

1256-1260 

Carriage  of  car  as 1222 

Liability  for  loss  of 1222,  1224 

Ai^jeement  to  carry,  at  certain  rate 1222 

Liability  for  loss  of  grain  sacks  carried  as,  to  be  returned  to 

shipper 12C2 

Liability  for  wrongful  delivery  of 1223,  1233,  1274,  1275 

May  not  discriminate  as  to 1223-1231,  1370 

Liability  of  common  carrier  of 1224,  1238-1247,  1272.  1273 

Lien  upon,  for  storage 1224 

Place  of  delivery  of 1225,  1226,  1232-1234 

Mandamus  to  compel  carriage  of 1226, 1277,  1278 

Dangerous  property  offered  as 1231,  1232 

.  What  is  delivery  of 1 2:33 

Contract  for  "  all  rail  "  transportation  of 1235 

Exemption  from  liability  tor 1235 

Liability  for  opening  car  containing 1239 

What  is  a  conversion  of 12:39 

Custom  as  to  liability  for  acts  of  servahts  in  charge  of 1244 

Liability  for  chartered  car 1244 

delay  in  carriage  of 1244.  1245, 1246,  1270-1273 

Liability  for,  when  shipped  at  '*  owner's  risk  "......  1245,  1248,  1256 

Baggage  as 1246 

Contributory  negligence  of  shipper  of 1246,  1247 

Limitation  of  liability  for,  by  contract    1247-1256,  1260.  1261,  1332- 

13:34 

Burden  of  proof  of  contract  limiting  liability  for 1252,  1253 

Limitation  of  time  within  which  to  claim  damages  for  loss  or 

injury  to 1253,1254 

What  is  *'  perishable  property  " 1254 

Liability  for,  when  shipped  at  reduced  rate 1256 

through 1256-1260 

of  connecting  lines 1260-1268 

for  loss  by  fire 1258,  1260,  1201 

misdirection 1261,  1262,  1296, 1829,  i:330 

<jamer  can  not  dispute  consignor's  title 1262 

Lien  for  carriage  of 1263,  1267,  1268,  1310-1312 

Liability  of  continuous  lines •.- 1268-1270 

in  case  of  partial  loss 1271 

Effect  of  blank  receipt  for 1275,1276 
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FRElGHT—Con/tfitt^rf. 

Liability  for  money  on  person  of  passenger .    1276,  1277 

When  liability  for,  begins 1279-12S2 

Liability  for,  as  warehousemen 1279,  1285,  1286,  1296-1298 

When  liability  for,  ceases 1233,  1282-12»4 

When  consignor  bound  to  take  back  injured  goods 1292 

Right  of  carrier  to  receipt  for 1294,  1295 

EfFectof  same 1294,  1295 

Liability  of  company  to  furnish  wharfage  for 1295 

for,  to  underwriter 1298,  1299 

consignee,  when  a  bailee  or  special  owner 1299 

Live  stock  as 1299-1310 

Set-off  of  damages  for  injury  to,  against  freight  charges I3J1 

Bonded  goods  as 1312 

Good  faith  of  shippers  asto 1312 

Contract  to  carry,  on  time 1312- 1314 

Seizure  of,  by  legal  process 1314- 1310 

Destruction  of,  by  public  enemy .' 1S16 

Release  of  damages  for 13^^ 

Discrimination  as  to  charges  for 1370 

(See  Bill  op  Lading.) 
(See  Consignment.) 
(See  Stoppage  in  Transitu.) 
(See  Live  Stock.) 
FREIGHTS,  FARES  AND  TOLLS 

Right  to  take 5.80,287,  1347-1367 

When  state  may  regulate 5,  1367-1369 

Limitation  of,  in  charter 32 

Construction  as  to,  on  purchase  of  one  road  by  another 36,  37 

Penalties  for  taking  excessive  rates 569-572,  576-579 

Payment  of  overcharge  in  ignorance 569 

Intent  in  taking  overcharge 569 

Action  against  receiver  for  penalty  for  overcharge 570 

Recovery  of  penalty  where  voluntarily  paid 570 

Penalty  for  overcharge  of  another  com[>any 571 

Allegations  as  to  penalties , 578 

Repeal  oi"  statute  giving  penalty 578 

Suit  by  private  party  to  restrain  violation  of  franchise  by  taking 

illegal  freight*,  etc 743,  744 

Discrimination  in 938,  1369-1371 

Pooling 939 

What  they  are 1346,  1347 

Right  to,  and  to  fix  rates 1347-1367 

of  state,  etc.,  to  fix  nites 1367-1369 

Action  necessary  to  establish 1369 

of  lessees 1371 

Overcharges  and  violations  of  rate-laws 1371-1875 

Drawbacks  or  rebates  on 1375 
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FREIGHTS,  FARES  AND  TOLW— Continued. 

(See  PsNALTiba.) 

(See  Ultra  Vlrks.) 
FREIGHT  TAX.    (See  Taxation.) 
FREIGHT  TRAINS.    (See  Passengers.) 
FRIGHTENING  TEAMS.    (See  Actions  and  Highways.) 
FROST.    (See  Freight.) 
FRUIT  TREES.    (See  Right  of  Way.) 

G. 

GARNISHMENT 

Railroads  liable  to 64,  710,  711-717 

Answer  in 64,83,712,725,726 

of  mortgagred  revenues,  etc 245 

of  contractor  for  construction 463,  464,  466 

The  proceeding 710,  711 

Garnishee's  rights  can  not  be  varied 711,  712,  713,  726,  727 

of  railroads 711-717 

Effect  of  answer 712 

What  may  be  gamisheed 712,  713,  714 

of  income,  etc 712,  714,  721,  722,  726,  727,  1378 

Evidence  to  impeach  books  showing  balance 712 

where  there  is  only  a  contingent  liability 712,  713 

when  money  becomes  due  to  debtor 713 

of  mortgagee 714 

of  money  wrongfully  obtained 714 

\     of  property  wrongfully  converted 714 

Se t- off  against 7 1 4,  723 

When  seizure  of  property  necessary 714-717 

of  money  under  Kentucky  code 715 

Service  in 715,717-719 

where  property  is  not  in  possession  of  garnishee 715,  716 

of  subscriptions  to  stock 717 

in  what  county  brought 718 

in  what  jurisdiction  enforced 720-722 

where  property  is  out  of  jurisdiction 720,  721,  727 

as  a  defense  to  suit  for  money  or  property  garniRheed 722 

Garnishee's  knowledge  of  ownership  of  property 722,  723 

Payment  of  freight  and  charges 723 

When  agents  of  company  subject  to,  for  company's  money, .  723-725 

where  property  is  exempt  from  execution 726 

Admissions  of  servants  of  company  as  evidence  in 727,  728 

GAUGE 

Change  of,  by  connecting  road 28,  29 

GENERAL  LAW.    (See  Charter.) 

GRADE.    (See  Highways  and  Railroad  Crossings.) 

GRANT 

of  franchise — when  a  contract 17 
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GRAXT— Coiif/wttfrf. 

when  beneficial,  acceptance  presumed 19 

oi  aid  in  charter,  a  contract ••.....         ^ 

(See  Land  Grakts.) 

GRATUITOUS  PASSENGERS.    (See  Passkngers.) 

GUARANTY.    (See  BoHOS  ajud  Powbbs.) 

H. 

HIGHWAYS 

Status  of  railroads  as 1-8 

Averment  as  to  rig'ht  to  occupy 7S 

What  is  a  **  taking?" 268,  500 

Remedy  for  construction  of  road  in &?8 

Liability  of  railroad  for  damages  for  construction  in 2^,  289,  3o6 

Restoration  of.  by  railroad   288,  239,  456,  498,  545^47,  549,  554,  555. 

584,  585,  9:^1,  »U 

Title  of  act  authorizing  railroad  therein 290 

Condemnation  of  railroad  for 291,  444,  445,  55S-556 

Railroad  in— measure  of  damages  for  :  01,  356,  392,  407,  414,  498,  501, 

505,  509,  510,  515-528,  783,  784 

Right  to  construct  railroad  on 412,  497-^502 

Crossing  of,  by  railroad 455,  456 

Runnmg  of  railroad  lengthwise  on A^'S 

Obstructions  to  view  at  crossings 456 

Erection  of  switches  in 489,  490 

Right  of  railroad  to  stop  in 499,500.1442,  1443 

Right  of  railroad  to  remove  materials  therefrom 500 

Right  to  lay  double  track  in 500,  505,  506 

Right  to  tunnel  under 501 

Liability  of  company  for  unskillful  construction  of  railroad  in. . . .  501, 

510,  521 

Boundary  of 502 

When  right  to  their  user  passes  by  grant 501,  502 

Dedication  of  right  of  way  lands  for 502,  503 

When  user  of,  by  railroad,  is  a  nuisance 503-507,  513,  583 

Action  for  incidental  ii^juries  by  use  of  railroad  in    504,  510,  516,  517, 

518,  527 
Injunction  to  prevent  use  of,  by  railroad    504,  505,  506,  511,  512.  526. 

744,754 

Construction  of  railroad  in,  at  unauthorized  place 506 

Ejectment  to  recover,  when  occupied  by  railroad 506 

Occupation  of,  under  illegal  order  of  inferior  tribunal 507 

Police  power  of  towns  and  cities  over 507-515 

Requisites  of  grant  to  railroad  of  rights  in , . .      508 

Consent  of  city  to  use  of,  by  railroad — when  revocable 509 

Consent  of  abutting  landholder  to  location  of  railroad  in 510 

Liability  of  city  for  improperly  allowing  construction  of  i*ailroad 

in 511 
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Compensation  to  city  on  taking  highway  for  a  railroad 511 

Grading,  paving  and  repairing  of,  by  railroad 512,  518,  514,  515, 

1428,  1424,  1432,  UaS,  1436 

Release  of  railroad  from  obligation  to  construct  culverts  in 515 

Right  of  abutting  landowner  to  compensation  lor  railroad  in  515-528 

1425,  1426, 
Evidence  of  market  value  of  land,  as  affected  by  railroad  in ... .      517 

Who  is  an  adjoining  owner. 517 

Who  may  recover  for  railroad  in 518,  519 

Evidence  of  title  in  suit  for  railroad  in 518 

Fight  of  railroad  to  change  grade  at  crossing 519,  547,  548 

Remedy  for  obstruction  in   520,  525,  527,  528,  544,  545,  546,  547,  549- 

551,  1090,  1091 

Improper  construction  or  want  of  repair  of  railroad  in 521,  1120 

When  benefits  of  a  railroad  in,  considered 523 

What  evideifce  proper  in  suit  for  damages  for  railroad  in  street      523 
When  suit  for  damages  for  railroad  in,  a  bar  to  subsequent  suit      523 

Damages  for  two  railroads  in  same  highway 524 

Bell-ringing,  and  other  signs  and  signals  at  crossings  of 528-531 

Duty  of  persons  and  company  at  crossings  of 631-^48 

Injury  to  flagman  at  crossing 5-^ 

Railroads  in— «are  of  persons  and  company 538,  539 

Speed  of  trains  in 541,  542,  551,  552 

Obstruction  of,  by  unloading  cars 544,  545 

Iiyury  by  erection  of  culvert  in 546 

Liability  of  railroad  for  repair  of  bridge  on 546 

What  included  in  **  crossing  " 546 

When  jurisdiction  of  highway  commissioners  as  to  occupation 

or  restoration  of  highway  will  be  controlled  by  mandamus  547 
Change  or  alteration  of,  by  railroad  crossing — necessity  of. . .  547,  548 
Ouster  of  company  for  non-compliance  with  conditions  as  to  oc^ 

cupancy  of 548,  549 

Estoppel  of  municipality  to  enfor;;e  conditions  against  the  com- 
pany    549,  655 

Change  of  route  of  highway  by  railroad  at  crossing 550,  551 

Remedy  to  compel  railroad  to  comply  with  law  as  to  crossings. .      551 

Penalty  for  omission  to  ring  bell  at  crossings  of 552 

Existence  of,  how  shown 552,  553 

Crossing  railroad  by 553-556 

When  viaducts  required  to  be  made  at  crossings 554 

Notice  to  railroads,  as  owners  of  ** improved  property,**  upon 

laying  out 554 

What  damages  allowed  to  railroad  on  crossing  by 555,  556 

Who  liable  to  construct  approaches  at  crossing 555,  583 

for  injurie<i  at  crossing 555,  556,  1128,  1129 

What  included  by  bridge 556 

Indictment  of  railroad  for  not  repairing 582,  583 

Indictment  for  obstruction  of 583,  584 
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HIGHWAYS— Cowffrtiiei. 

When  gate  in,  is  not  a  nuisance 583 

When  restored  **  convenient  as  may  be  " 584,  585 

Acceptance  of  dedication  of 585 

Fencing  at  crossings  of 622-024,  629,  644 

Estoppel  to  deny  rights  of  railroad  in 655 

Injury  by  railroad  in,  by  fright  of  horses,  etc 704,  7Qo 

Injunction  to  prevent  obstruction  of,  by  railroad 745,  746 

When  obstructions  in,  will  be  ordered  removed 746 

Injunction  'to  prevent  taking  depot  grounds  for 757 

Mandamus  to  compel  company  to  provide  for  crossings  at 932 

restoration  of 933,  984 

Negligent  running  of  trains  in 1048,  1066 

IiXJury  by  want  of  repair  of  railroad  in 1120 

leaving  excavation  in 1122 

to  persons  at  crossings 1128,  1 129 

Obstruction  of  crossings  by  street  cars .•. 1442,  1443 

(See  Stkeet  Kail  ways.) 
HORSE  RAILWAYS 

in  Maryland — incorporation  of 49 

(See  Stuket  Railways.) 
HUSBAND  AND  WIFE.    (See  Married  Women.) 

I. 

IMPROVEMENTS.    (See   Taxation,  Right  of  Way  and  Mort- 
gage.) 

IMPUTED  NEGLIGENCE.    (See  Negligence  and  CoNTRfuuxoBT 
Negligence.) 

INCOME 

To  whom  it  belongs 1376,1377 

Mortgage  of 1377, 137S 

Garnishment  or  other  legal  process  as  against  mortgasre  of 1378 

INCOMPETENCY  OF   SERVANTS.    (See   Servants,  Passengers 
AND  Injuries.) 

INCREASE  OF  CAPITAL  STOCK.    (See  Stock.) 

INDICTMENT 

for  nuisance  in  highway —requisites  of 505,  582 

When  proper  remedy  for  nuisance 507,  582-585 

of  railroad  for  non-user  of  road 57? 

of  railroad  for  causing  death  of  a  person 580-582,  1162-1166 

Averments  in  such 5S1 

WhoUableto 582 

of  railroad  for  creating  a  nuisance 507,  582-585 

Averments  in  such 583 

for  failure  to  erect  fence 582 

causing  fire 582 

Liability  of  railroad  to,  generally 583,  584 

for  failure  to  give  signals 585 
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for  violation  of  Sunday  laws 585 

acts  sanctioned  by  law t8> 

obstruction  of  railroad  track — averments  in 587 

burglary  in  depot — requisites  of 587 

INEVITABLE  ACCIDENT.    (See  Negligence.) 
INFANT 

SubscripUon  to  stock  by 185,  186 

Plea  of  infancy 186,  187 

When  chargeable  with  negligence...  537,  699,  1019.  1028,  1037-1070 

Action  for  injury  to 690 

Measure  of  damajres  for  injury  to 736,  737,  1105 

When  chargeable  with  negligence  of  parent  or  guardian. .  1021,  1022, 

1028,  1029,  1036,  1037,  1070-1074 

Evidence  as  to  negligence  of 1070 

Injury  to,  when  a  passenger 1104,  1105 

INJUNCTION 

to  prevent  misapplication  of  funds,  or  change  of  object; 24,  71 

to  prevent  issue  of  bonds  by  or  to  railroad  company 56,  126,  761 

to  prevent  one  railroad  from  taking  stock  in  another 80,  96 

Dissolution  of,  on  answer  .*...., 82,  752 

to  prevent  election  of  directore,  etc 19S,  199 

to  prevent  judicial  sale  of  mortgaged  property <45 

to  pi-&vent  taking  property  by  eminent  domain 293,  304,  330,  340, 

365,  4: '4 

by  remainderman  to  prevent  use  of  right  of  way 328 

to  restrain  operation  of  road  until  payment  of  right  of  way  dam- 
ages  ] 334,354,31)7,441,442 

to  prevent  construction  of  road  contrary  to  plans,  etc.,  assessed 

by 362 

to  prevent  entry  on  right  of  way.    Estoppel  by  acceptance  of 

compensation '365 

to  prevcTit  taidng  fixtures,  etc.,  erected  for  purposes  of  trade  in 

Now  York 409,  410 

to  prevent  taking  right  of  way 410-414,  431, 749-754 

to  prevent  crossing  of  one  railroad  by  another 410,  41 1 

to  prevent  construction  of  railroad  on  public  highway. .  412,  504-506, 

511,  512,  526 
in  favor  of  an  assignee  of  damages,  to  prevent  taking  right  of 

way 431 

"When  bill  for,  may  be  maintained  together  with  assessment 

proceedings 434 

to  prevent  using  right  of  way  where  damages  are  barred  by 

limitation 441,  442 

to  restrain  diversion  of  stream 472 

to  prevent  running  trains  until  construction  of  caltlo  way 495 

to  compel  operation  of  road,  or  to  restrain  abandonment 573 

against  railroad  companies — ^general  principles 741-743 
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lNJUNCTrON-Con/f«H«<7. 

When  discretion  of  the  court  wDl  be  reviewed 7  2 

must  be  obeyed,  although  erroneous 742 

When  granted 742.  74:^ 

to  prevent  issuance  of  passes 742,  743 

at  suit  of  private  party,  for  injury  common  to  the  public 743-745 

to  restrain  or  prevent  public  nuisance 743-74.5,  748,  749 

to  prevent  obstruction  of  highway  by  milroad 745,  748 

Interest  on  dissolution  of 746 

Who  controls  proceedine:s  for 746 

to  prevent  abuse  of  corporate  power  by  railroad 746-74S 

Parties  in  suits  for 749 

to  prevent  collection  of  stock  subscnptions  by  company 754,  755 

to  restrain  sale  of  lands  under  an  assessment  of  taxation  to  pay 

an  illegal  subscription  to  stock  by  a  county 755 

to  prevent  breach  of  contract  to  locate  depot 756 

to  prevent  railroad  company  from  constructing  branches  before 

main  line 756,  757 

to  prevent  taking  depot  grounds  for  highway 757 

to  restrain  tax  levy 757,  758 

Recovery  of  attorney *s  fees  in  action  on  injunction  bond 7-58 

to  prevent  multiplicity  of  suit* 759 

commission  of  crime 759 

infringement  of  company's  franchises 759,  760 

to  restrain  transfer  of  railroad  gi-ant  lands 760 

against  executive  department  of  the  state 760 

to  protect  rights  of  receiver 760,  761,  900 

to  prevent  breach  of  trust  by  directory 761 

(See  Chancery.) 
INJURY 

committed  in  foreign  state— jurisdiction 85 

Limitation  as  to  amendment  of  declaration 85 

when  enforced  in  foreign  state 85 

inflicted  at  depot 475.  476,  477,  4'3.  479,  1130,  1131 

to  one  having  implied  license  to  cross  the  track 476 

to  person  by  train  accidentally  on  side  track ...  1 488 

to  one  attempting  to  t.ike  train  without  ticket 488 

in  making  running  switch 401,  492 

at  crossing  of  turnpike  road  with  railroad 555,  556 

Estoppel  to  deny  liability  for 656,  657 

Action  for,  on  connecting  track 690 

to  married  woman 690 

infant 690,699 

apprentice 690 

stock  at  depot 691 

when  transitory 691 

by  scare  of  team 704,  705 

Form  of  action  for 828 

General  duties  and  liabilities  of  company  as  to  prevention  of.  1120, 1121 
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I'SJURY— Continued. 

Care  of  person  injured 1 1*21 

from  careless  using  or  keeping  daugeroud  struciuros IT-l 

to  persons  intiniding  on  track ir22-112S 

to  persons  at  highway  crossings 1 128,  11 29 

received  in  passing  under  cirs 1 1^0 

causing  death.    Action  for,  at  common  law 691,  1  l!i2,  llo'3 

l»v  sbitutc 11:33-1140 

Jurisdiction  of  federal  courts  in 11- -4 

Limitation  of  acUon*  for K5, 1 130,  1176,  1177 

Evidence  as  to  time  of  death  of  husband  and 

wife,  killed  in  the  same  accident 1137 

Granting  of  ancillary  administration  for  purpose 

of  prosecuting  suit  for ll:'>8,  1171.  1172 

N^       Measure  of  damages  in  case  of 1139,  1142,  114G, 

114^,1167-1170 

Action    agninst  administrator  for   permitting 

surviving   husband  to  collect  and   retain 

damages  for  wife's  death 1140 

Repeal  of  statute  giving  action  for 1144 

Extra-territorial  effect  of  statutory  action  for  85,1149- 

1162 

Pleadings  in  cases  of...  1150,  1158,  1160,  1162,  1164, 

1165.  1172-1176 

Indictment  for 1162-11C6 

Claim  for  damages  for,  is  not  assets 1 171 ,  1 1 72 

Evidence  in  actions  for 1172-1176 

(See  Passengers.) 

(See  Servants.) 

(See  Live  Stock.) 

INJURIES  BY  FIRE.    (See  Fire.) 

TO  CARS  BY  CATTLE.    (See  Fencing  and  Live  Stock.) 

INSOLVENCY 

of  railroads 887,8^8 

Lien  of  servants  for  wages  m  case  of 1209 

INSTALLMENTS.    (See  Stock.) 

INSTRUCTION 

Error  in 538 

as  to  dnty  of  fencing  railroads 620 

as  to  weight  of  evidence 699 

not  applicable  to  the  evidence 732 

Eironeous,  subsequently  qualified 733 

in  an  immaterial  matter 73^^ 

'    Disregard  of,  as  ground  for  a  new  trial 737 

as  to  measure  of  damages  in  case  of  personal  injury 859 

Failure  of  court  to  give,  as  to  measure  of  damagi's 860 

as  to  contributory  negligence 1022 

as  to  negligence 1081 

as  to  giving  signals,  etc.,  and  other  care 1123 

98 
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INSURANCE 

Liability  to  underwriter  in  case  of  loss  or  injuxy  of  freigfhta  in- 
sured    129ii.  1299 

(See  Evidence.) 
INTEREST 

Contract  for  mutual  interest  on  bonds  and  stock l-^l 

on  stock,  when  carried  by  execution  sale 1'31 

—effect  on  subscription 14^^ 

when  and  how  may  be  paid 14-' 

When  recoverable  from  subscriber  to  stock IBi' 

on  dividends  of  preferred  stock !(>*< 

on  mortgagees — priority  as  to  dividends 169 

on  stock — when  a  dividend 171 

on  taxes — when  recoverable. 171,  loO? 

on  stock — to  whom  payable I8C 

on  capital  stock 185,  208 

Powers  of  railroad  as  to  payment  of 2i¥) 

on  railroad  bonds 2ol.  252,  265,266 

Effect  on  mortgage  of  invalid  rate  of. 2.V3 

What  is  usury  in  bonds 2')b 

on  bonds — failure  to  pay — provision  for  maturity 262 

— money  lent  to  pay — recovery  of,  in  foreclosure  pro- 
ceedings        272 

on  right  of  way  damages 387,  390 

when  allowable  to  contractor  for  construction 464 

on  dissolution  of  injunction 746 

on  damages  for  destruction  of  property  by  fire 808 

when  allowable  in  case  of  iiyury  to  live  stock 854,  865 

for  injury  to  or  loss  of  goods 857 

INTERPRETATION.    (See  Constbuction.) 
INVENTIONS.    (See  Injuries,  Servants  and  Fire.) 

J. 

JEWELRY.    (See  Baggage.) 

JOINT  AND  SEVERAL  LIABILITY.    (See  PASSENaERS.) 

JUDGMENT 

in  action  to  compel  construction  of  private  crossing 494,  495 

against  consolidated  company — execution  of 590 

Lien  of,  on  railroads 903,  904 

JUDGMENT  LIEN 

on  land  taken  by  eminent  domain 305,  306 

JUDICIAL  NOTICE.    (See  Charter  and  Evidence.) 

JUDICIAL  SALE.    (See  Sales.) 

JURISDICTION 

of  torts  committed  in  foreign  state 85 

Objection  to,  how  made 85 

of  U.  S.  courts  over  suit  to  restrain  re-grant  of  lands 310 

of  federal  courts  to  entertain  action  for  iiyury  causing  death. . .     1134 
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JURY 

Necessity  of,  in  suit  under  statute  for  calls  of  stock 160 

Right  to,  in  condemnation  proceedings    288,  340,  350,  425-428,  430- 

432.  434,  4.35 
What  questions  are  for  529,  530,  535,  536,  537,  541,  570,  629,  634,  635, 
64ii  644,  654,  665,  667,  788,  790,  791,  795,  798,  823,  824,  867,  871, 
908,  915,  953,  971,  1006,  lOOS,  1011-1015,  1021,  1030,  1042,  1043, 
1056,  1058,  1059,  1065,  1066,  1073,  1076-1082,  1085.  1-93,  1118, 
1119.  1124,  116S,  1180,  1211-1213,  1215-1217.  1235,  1244,  1246, 
1262,  1284,  12S9,  1290,  1307.  1303,  1323,  1392,  1398,  1416 

Special  verdict  of.  as  to  negligence 79S 

(See  Verdict.) 
JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE.    (See  Fencing  and  Live  Stock.) 

K. 

KILLING  STOCK.    (See  Fencing  and  Live  Stock.) 

L.  .        • 

LA  BORERS.    (See  Servants.) 

LACHES 

in  enforcing  contract  concerning  land  grant 58 

in  applying  for  injunction  to  prevent  abuse  of  corporate  power 

746,  74? 

LADIES'  CAR.    (See  Passengers.) 

LAND.    (See  Real  Estate.) 

LAND  GRANT 

To  whom  it  inures,  when  the  contract  to  procure  it  is  between 

two  or  more 58 

Laches  in  enforcing  contract 58 

to  a  railroad  from  the  government — effect  as  to  its  public  or  pri- 
vate chjiracter 64.  309 

Priority  between,  as  to  right  of  way 274 

Public  grants 307-310 

When  the  title  passes 307,  308 

Right  of  government  to  resume 307,  308 

When  taxable 807 

Ejectment  on 307 

When  operative 308,  309 

Effect  on  prior  grants  or  appropriations 309 

construed  strictly 309 

Failure  of  grantee  to  record  map 309 

Defenses  to  action  for 309,  310,  31 1 

Evidence  of  title 309 

Transportation  for  I  he  government 309 

Jurisdiction  of  U.  S.  courts  over  suit  to  restrain  re-gmnt 310 

Performance  of  conditions 310 

Private  grants 310,  311 

When  allowable 310 
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LAND  GMk'ST— Continued. 

Conditional  grants ^10 

Who  may  take  advantage  of  failure  to  perform  conditions 310,  --11 

Mortcrage  on •'»  1 

of  right  of  way — effect  as  to  subsequent  purchasers 441 

When  may  arise  by  implication 501 ,  -W 

Requisites  of 5  > 

Iiyunction  to  resti-ain  transfer  of 7(VJ 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT.    (See  Right  op  Way.) 

LATENT  DEFECTS.  (See  Negligence,  Passengers  and  Servants.) 

LATERAL  RAILROAD 

Subscription  in  aid  of,  by  railroad — manner  of 7 

Definition  of 36 

Power  to  condemn  lands  for 36 

LEAPING  FROM  TRAIN.    (See  Passengers.) 

LEASE 

authorized  by  amendment  to  charter 2') 

Power  of  foreign  c6rporation  to  lease  and  operate  railroad  66,  603, 604 

of  road — ^cffect  on  subscription 107 

jfower  ui"  railroad  to  lea^e 241,  603.  604,  605.  612,  6K? 

by  trustee  in  trust  deed 2'S 

of  road  pending  condemnation  proceedings 336 

of  right  of  way — effect  of *. 440 

Effect  as  to  liability  for  injuries  caused  by  obstructions  in  high- 
way          5(7 

Evidence  as  to  power  to 60-3 

How  made 603 

Statutory  power  to 604,  605 

What  passes  by 604,605 

When  an  assignment 604,  605 

Which  charter  controls  as  to 6a5,  610-612 

Power  of  receiver  to 605,  890 

Effect  as  to  condemnation  money 605 

Liability  of  lessors  and  lessees 605-609,  611,  612,  1399 

Estoppel  of  lessee  to  question  leg?ility  of 606 

Effect  as  to  other  leases  held  by  lessor 606 

When  lessee  and  receiver  jointly  liable  for  injuries 608 

Effect  as  to  fencing 608,  609.  611 

Mortgage  of 609,  6 10 

Leasing  railroads  in  various  states 612,  613 

Rights  of  creditors  and  mortgagees  as  against 612 

to  pay  corporate  debts 613 

Parties  to  proceeding  to  compel 613 

Power  of  agent  to  make 668 

Effect  as  to  statutory  duty  to  give  warnings  at  highway  crossings    1005 

Effect  as  to  rates  and  fares 1.371 

Injury  to  live  stock  by  lessee 1399 

Effect  of,  on  taxation 1507 
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LEGISLATION 

Contract  to  procure 57.  58 

LEGISLATURE 

Power  of,  to  revive  a  forfeited  charter,  and  effect  of  revivor 43,  44 

Power  to  legalize  defective  orcranization 77 

Power  of,  tt)  transfer  franchises  or  property  of  corporation 79 

LIBEL 

When  corporation  liable  for 664,  665 

LICENSE 

When  precluded  by  franchises  grranted 17 

t.o  construct  crossings — when  revocable 294 

When  agreement  to  grant  right  of  way  is 816 

to  enter  on  land  and  construct  road  without  complying  with  con- 
ditions in  deed  of  right  of  way 320,  321 

to  enter  on  land  and  construct  road — when  revocable 321,  783 

Removal  of  rails  on  revocation  of 321 

to  enter  on  land — when  revocable 783 

LIEN.    (See  Freight,  Stock  and  Right  of  Way.) 

(See  Mechanics'  Liens.) 
LIFE  TABLES.    (See  Evidence.) 
LIMITATION 

of  time  in  which  to  construct,  as  applied  to  lateral  road 36 

Effect  thereon  of  amendment  of  declaration 85 

When  enforced  in  foreign  state 85, 1448, 1449 

as  to  dividends  on  stock 173,  1448 

liability  of  directors 220 

foreclosure  proceedings 271,  273 

right  of  way  damages 279, 441,  442,  753,  1444-1446 

as  to  exercise  of  right  of  eminent  domain 297,  332,  333,  1444-1446 

as  to  building  branches 297 

as  to  occupation  of  right  of  way 331 

When  statute  of  limitations  a  defense  to  an  action  for  failure  to 

restore  or  repair  highway  crossing 545,  547 

of  action  for  iiyury  causing  death 1136,  1176, 1177 

in  actions  Rnd  proceedings  concei*ning  right  of  way 1444-1446 

for  injuries  to  live  stock 1446,  1447 

for  injuries  to  persons 1447,  1448 

against  foreign  corporations 1448,  1449 

on  stock  subscriptions 1449,  1450 

for  statute  penalties 1450 

When  it  begins  to  run 1450-1453 

of  claim  by  set-off 1451 .  1452 

action  for  iiy uries  caused  by  live  stock 1451,  1452 

actions  for  taxes 1473,  1490 

LIMITATION  OF  LIABILITY.    (See  Baggage,  Live  Stock,  Passen- 
gers, Freight  and  Negligence.) 
LINE  OP  ROAD.    (See  Location.) 
LIQUIDATION 

Amendment  to  charter  making  provision  for •        ^^ 
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LIVE  STOCK 

Injury  to  by  defective  cars 2''^> 

at  depot  groanda 486,487,6,41 

at  priTate  croesing 495, 49^ 

Liability  of  lessor  and  lessee  for  ii^ury  to. . . .  608,  609,  610,  611, 6:^. 

Lyuryto,  at  common  la«r 614-616,  1379-13S:J 

under  statute  requiring  fencing  616-621,  624r-640,  64S-650, 

What  are  "  unavoidable  accidents  " 61^ 

Proof  of  negligence  in  action  for  injury  to 621, 6^* 

Liability  for  ii^ury  to  at  highway  crossings  and  public  places  622-^1^4. 

629,  633,  638,  6:39 

Degree  of  care  required  as  to 625,  631.  ^^2 

When  "  running  at  large  " 625,626,5^1 

Injury  to,  when  unlawfully  at  large 6*26 

When  owner  chargeable  with  contributory  negligence. .  626,  627, 629, 

637-639,  642,  643. 106.1 

Evidence  of  place  of  injury ^^ 

Iiyuiy  to,  where  not  stock  of  acyoining  owner  629,  630,  631,  632, 1407, 

1406 

Liability  for  iigury  without  negligence 6^12 

\  Recovery  for  ii\jury  to,  where  a  penalty  is  imposed  for  failure  to 

fence 5^3 

Negligence,  where  company  fails  to  fence 633-635,  637, 6^^ 

IiVJury  to,  at  place  not  required  to  be  fenced. .  633,  634,  635,  636, 140:) 

where  fence  is  erected  before  required  time ^*^ 

where  landholder  may  fence,  but  does  not 635,  64t> 

Allegations  as  to  time  and  place  of  iiyury  to 635, 639,  G-'»») 

Injuiy  to,  by  road  in  hands  of  contractors ^^ 

where  landholder  has  fenced  for  the  company ^^^ 

What  is  a  railroad,  as  to  iiy  ury  to ^^ 

Repeal  of  law  giving  double  damages  for  injury  to ^^ 

Iig'ury  to,  where  owner  is  bound  to  fence . . .-.  640, 643,  648,  1396-1(^. 

1406, 141:> 

connection  with  failure  to  fence 64^) 

from  defective  fence 640,  643,  1413-1416 

by  leaving  open  gates  and  bars 642, 1^ 

where  owner  has  waived  fencing  or  acquiesced  ^in 

defects ^^ 

where  fence  is  left  open  by  third  party 647 

Service  of  notice  and  affidavit  in  action  for  iiy  ury  to 649 

Notice  and  affidavit  in  one 649 

Service  in  such  action 649,  So") 

Tender  of  damages  for  iiyury  to,  when  good 650.  l^'"- 

Action  for  damages  to  railroad,  caused  by  running  over 692,  69^^ 

Burden  of  proof  in  actions  for  injury  to  697,  698,  699,  700,  1389,  1390. 

1396,  1399,  1400, 141-' 


LIVE  BTOCK-Contlmied. 

Jnjury  10,  by  fright 704,  1405.  1417 

ExceBsive  damages  for  injui'y  to 7;i5 

Meaaure  of  datniigcs  for  injury  to,  at  common   law  853,  854,  855,  l:i82 

Action  for  double  damages  under  statute 854,  855, 141T-14'20 

Application  of  rule  of  comparative  ungligcnce,  iu  case  of  injury  to    1053 

Railroads  as  carriers  of 1299-1310 

Helease  of  right  of  way  damages — effect  of  as  to  damages  for 

injury  to 1H97 

Injury  to,  by  one  company  using  auother's  road  1399,  1404.  H09,  1410 

Action  for  killing— when  aeverahle 141)3,  140-3 

Evidence  of  killing  or  injury  of 1403 

Injury  lo,  by  road  in  hands  of  receiver 1404,  1420, 14S1 

Iigury  to — when  actual  contact  necessary 1405,  1417     , 

What  is,  to.  which  the  statute  applies 1410 

Averments  and  proof  as  to  ownership  of 1411 

Proof  of  ownership  of. 1412 

Evidence!  of  presentment  of  claim  for  injury  to 1413 

Contributory  negligence  of  owner,  a  question  for  jury 1416 

Action  for  double  damages  for  injury  to;  in  whose  name  brouglit     1419 
When   injury  to,  included  in  "damages  done  by   running  of 

cars" 1419,  1420 

Injury  to,  by  road  in  hauda  of  trustee 1421 

Limitation  of  acLiou  for  injury  to 1446,  1447 

injuries  caused  by 1451, 14-52 

LOCATION 

of  railroad — Contract  to  influenc,  when  void 1 

When  one  railroiid  permitted  to  use  that  of  another 21 

Contract  to  make  at  particular  places 221,277,318 

Preliminary  survey  for 274 

Priority  between  grants 274 

Change  of 274-279,280,326.327 

'  Abandonment  of— romoval  of  structures,  etc 275,  331,  S(2 

Construction  of  parallel  road 278 

Hoot«  prescribed  by  charter 278 

Mawochnsetts  aUtute  as  to 278,  279 

Power  of  com  mis  <:  I  oners  as  to  changes,  under  New  York  statute      273 

Filing  of,  when  a  taking '. 278,279 

Taking  possession  without  Sling. 279 

In  what  part  of  right  of  way 279 

Effect  of  change 279,280 

Donations  to  secure  or  influence 280,  281 

Judicial  interference  with 231,  282 

Legislative  mliScation  of 282 

of  road  outside  of  land  granted 818 

contrary  to  agreement 318 

Use  of  materials  in 3M 

Validity  of  certificate  of,  in  condemnation  proceedings 358 

of  railroad  upon  a  navigable  lake 371 
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y  >COMOTiy£S.    (See  Fire  and  Passekoebs.) 
LUGGAGE.    (See  Baqgaob.) 

M. 

MACHINFRY.  (See  Pabbenoers,  Servants,  Injuries  and  Freight.) 
MAJORITY.    (See  Electionb  and  Quorum.) 
MALICIOUS  PROSECUTION 

Action  for,  against  a  railroad 688 

MANDAMUS 

to  compel  railroad  to  allow  transfer  of  stock 5 

to  compel  municipal  subscription l:i6,  137, 139, 140,  926-92S 

Proof  of  compliance,  etc 137,  1*^S 

to  compel  delivering  up  of  bonds  declared  unconstitutional ....       lo7 

Power  and  duty  of  municipal  ofSccrs 137,  V)S 

"When  vote  not  efficacious  to  authorize  subscription ] 39 

Where  a  discretion  is  vested 140 

to  compel  payment  of  dividends 17i 

to  permit  stockholders  to  examine  stock  books 180 

to  compel  making  of  calls. 204,  928 

to  compel  performance  of  conditions  in  charter 231 

to  compel  authorities  to  assess  for  ri^jht  of  way 370-372,  506 

to  control  jurisdiction  of  highway  commissioners  as  to  occupa- 
tion or  restoration  of  highway •    547 

to  compel  railroad  to  comply  with  law  as  to  crossings  of  high- 
ways       551 

to  compel  user  of  road 572 

to  compel  fencing 617 

Service  of,  on  foreign  coi-poration 678 

Verdict  of  jury  set  aside  in 738 

to  compel  subscription  to  capital  stock 926-928 

directors  to  collect  capital  stock 928 

service  of  company  other  than  on  its  own  line 928.  929 

issuance  of  municipal  bonds 929,  930 

allowance  of  appeal 930,  931 

payment  of  taxes  by  company 931 

furnishing  lines  and  levels  for  street  railway 931 

completing  and  keeping  up  works  of  company 931-9  *4 

restoration  of  highway 938,  934 

various  acts  by  company 9^33,  9o4 

carriage  of  freight 1226.1277,  1278 

MANUFACTURING 

Power  of  railroad  to  engage  in 81 

MARKS.    (See  Freight.) 
MARRIED  WOMAN 

Action  for  injuiy  to ' , 690.  708 

Survivor  of  action  to x  708 

Injury  to,  when  a  passenger 1093-1096 

MASTER  AND  SERVANT.     (See  Respondeat  Superior  and  Servants.) 
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MATRRl ALS.    (See  Right  of  Way.) 
MEASURE  OF  DAMAGES 

for  failure  to  keep  Kgreement  to  subscribe 147 

for  refusal  to  transfer  stock 174,  194,  865 

in  trespass,  for  wrongful  taking*  of  lands  for  right  of  way . . . .  805,  3.30 

for  breach  of  contract  to  procure  right  of  way 317 

right  of  way  across  another  railroad 399 

railroad  in  street. .  407,  414,  49S,  504,  505,  509,  510,  521-52:^,  5*A), 

5*26,  783,  7^4 

wrongful  use  or  diversion  of  right  of  way  lands 439,  440,  4''6 

taking  materials  from  right  of  way  for  construction 455 

breach  of  contract  of  construction 458,  459,  867,  8('.8 

failure  to  erect  depot 4^4 

private  nuisance 706,  708 

putting  off  train 735,  737,  865-867 

injury  to  live  stock 735,  853-855,  1:5^2 

persons 735,  736,  7- J7,  85S-860,  1098-1 103 

minor  child 736,737,845,863,1105 

destruction  of  property  by  lire 808 

ordinarily 848-846 

for  mental  suffering 844,  845 

Evidence  as  to 845,  846 

where  personal  representative  surs 845,  846 

Admission  of  improper  evidence  to  enhance 846 

in  assessments  for  right  of  way 847-853 

for  injury  to  goods 855,  856,  864,  1272,  1273 

loss  of  goods 856,  1272,  1273,  1331 

failure  to  carry  in  a  reasonable  time. . .  856-858,  1246,  1314, 1270- 

1273 

Instructions  as  to 859 

Punitive  damages 860,  861,  869-872 

Failure  of  court  to  instruct  as  to 860 

for  personal  injm-y  Cii using  deatn. . . .  860-863,  1139,  1142,  1146,  1148. 

1167-1170 

conversion  of,  or  failure  to  deliver  stock 8G4 

breach  of  right  of  way  contract 817,  864,  865 

breach  of  contract  of  carriage 868,  869 

breach  of  other  contracts .^ 869 

Excessive  damages 872-876 

Damnum  absque  ittjtiria 876,  877 

in  action  for  injury  to  married  woman 1093-1096 

Averment  of  special  damages 1098,  1099 

in  case  of  wrongful  discharge  of  servant 1182,  1183 

(See  Right  op  Way.) 
MECHANIC'S  LIENS 

are  of  statutory  origin .      774 

Law  of,  as  applicable  to  railroads 774,  775-778 

Proceedings  for,  in  chancery 774 

Who  are**  laborers" 775,776 
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When  laborer  for  8ub-con tractor  entitled  to  lien 77-'> 

When  '*  contractor  ''  includes  sub-contractor 770 

Who  is  an  *'  orig^inal  contractor  *' 77"> 

When  lien  attaches  to  depot  buildinjf 776,  777 

To  what  portion  of  the  railroad  the  lien  attaches 776,  781 

Apportionment  of  proceeds  where  there  are  several  judgment 

creditors 776 

What  is  a*' building" 776,777 

Etfect  of  payment  of  claim  for  which  a  lien  exists,  by  third 

party 777 

Parties  to  proceedings 777 

Certainty  in  the  allegations 777,  778 

Waiver  of lT-> 

Assignment  of 778.  779 

Legislative  power  to  abolish  or  modify 779,  780 

Limitation  of  time  of  enforcement  of. 780 

Priority  of 780,  781 

MEDICAL  AID.    (See  Physician.) 

MKKTINGS.    (See  STonKiioLDERs  and  Diuectobs.) 

MERCHANDISE.    (See  Baggage.) 

M  INKS.    (See  Right  of  Way.) 

MINORS.    (See  Infants.) 

MISTAKE 

in  legislative  act,  professing  to  extend  time  for  construction  of 

railroad 50 

MITIGATION  Ob'  DAMAGES.    (See  Damages  and  Evidence.) 

MOB.    (See  Passengers.) 

MONKY.    (See  Baggage  and  Passengers.) 

MONOPOLIES 

Railroads  not 9 

MORTGAGE 

Power  of  railroad  to  take 7,  81 

Power  to  make  other  securities,  when  expressly  authorized  to 

mortgage S't 

Sale  or  pledge  of 35,  ;i6,  81.  266.  267 

of  wharves — power  to  make 73 

Power  to  receive  in  payment  of  stock 81 

sale,  when  fraudulent 91,  92.  913,  914,  918-921 

Sale  under,  what  it  carries i;j;^ 

What  is  paramounl#to 13i3,  168.  169,2ii6 

Sale  under,  effect  on  stock  subscription 161 

Priority  as  to  dividends •. 168,  169 

Power  of  railroad  to  make 237-263, 591 

When  void  in  part 238 

What  it  embraces 238,  243-250,  256,  259,  260, 261.  272 

Creation  of  liens 238,  2J^9 

Provision  for  attorney's  fee  in 2:^9 

Ratification  by  statute 239,  240,  591 
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MORTGAGE— Continued. 

What  estate  it  carries 240,  268 

When  general  words  controlled  by  particular  enumeration 240 

Reformation  of 240 

to  joint  trustees — survivorship 240 

of  franchise 241,  257 

Bonds  a  consideration  for 241 

Rights  of  holders  of  bonds  under  deed  of  trust 241,  247 

Prospective  mortgage 24:^  244.  245,  246,  247,  248,  260,  261 

Priority  as  to  right  of  way  damages  and  vendor's  lieu . .  24^5,  247,  248 

Rights  of  creditors  as  against 245,  247,  248 

Statutory  provision   for  deliveiy  of  property  or  recording   of 

mortgage 246 

of  property  the  company  has  no  power  to  acquire 247 

Construction  of,  as  to  what  it  covers 248 

Priority  of  attachment 248,  263 

Subsequent  acquisition  of  property  subject  to  lien    248,  249,  250,  259, 

260 

Priority  as  to  claims  of  employes 249,  270-272 

Failure  to  record 246,  249 

Payment  of  bonds  held  as  collaterals  on  sale 251 

Sale  of  same 251 

executed  out  of  state 255 

Ti-ustees  permitted  to  be  non-residents 252 

Effect  of  invalicl  rate  of  interest 253 

of  divisions 253,  254 

Estoppel  of  junior  mortgagee  and  bondholders 254 

to  deny  power  to  mortgage 254,  264,  265,  65i 

Special  power  to,  does  not  supersede  general  power 255 

Trust  deed  or  mortgajre — what  is 255 

Mortgacrce  is  trustee 256 

Priority '  256,  261 ,  273 

Power  of  sale  in 256,257,271 

Assignment  of 257 

Legislative  power  to 257 

given  to  state — payment  and  release  of 257 

Execution  of  powers  by  trustee — order  of 257 

What  arc  fixtures  mio 258,  259,  260 

on  land  taken  for  right  of  way — damages  payable  to  whom    258,  259, 

351,  422 

Sale  in  inverse  order ,  258,  259 

Stay  of  foreclosure  proiseedings  to  procure  assessment  of  right 

of  way  damages 259 

What  is  notice  of  prior  liens  on  mortgaged  property 259 

Agreement  to  give 261,  262 

Priority  of  bonds  under 262 

Provision  for  foreclosure  on  failure  to  pay  interest 2^)2 

by  oonfolidated  company 2G2 

Permission  therein  for  railroad  to  sell  property,  etc 263 
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MOllTGAGF.— Continued. 

Bonds  issued  to  pay  interest  on  other  bonds — secority  thereof. .       2&$ 

Nature  of — security  or  indemnity 2l>3 

Provisions    and    contracts    in  —  effect   on    others  —  expiration 

thereof 26:i 

Failure  of  road  to  complete  construction 26^} 

Validity  and  effect— how  deteimined £C:J 

Construction  and  enforcement — laws  jfoveming, 26^^ 

Estoppel  of  mortjragor  to  set  up  invalidity  of 264,  26'» 

In validitv  of — effect  on  bonds 2<'<> 

Pledjie  and  redemption  of 266.  2ti7 

^oreclo^u^e  and  sale 267- 27:1 

where  several  mortcr;i«fe?s 2G7 

Parties  on  foreclosure « 267,  26^^ 

Effect  of  notice  of  decree  affecting  priority 268 

Who  may  be  trustee 26i 

Chnnge  of  trustee's  estate  by  law 268 

Kotice  of  appointment  of  new  trustee 26S 

Compensation  of  trustee 268 

Right  of  entry  under 268-271 

Power  of  trustees  to  take  po8S(\'*sion  or  sell  at  discretion 26S 

Ri^ht  to  tolls,  incomes,  earninfra,  etc 269,  270 

Appointment  of  receiver  on  foroclosare 269,  270 

Priority  as  to  tolls,  incomes,  etc 269 

Naming  of  officer  to  make  sale  in  decree 271 

Appeal  by  receiver 271,  272 

•  Notice  of  sale  under  power 271 

Coui'se  of  procedure  on  foreclosure — when  prescribed  by  mortgage      271 

Description  of,  in  bill  to  foreclose 271 

Defenses  allowed  on  foreclosure 271 

Defense  and  appeal  by  stockholder 271 

Limitation  as  to  foreclosure '. 271,  27^^ 

Recovery  of  money  lent  to  pay  interest 272 

Appeal  from  order  appointing  receiver — effect  of  dismissal  of  cause      272 

Effect  of  foreclosure  proceedings  in  different  courts 272 

Sale  of  railroad  lying  in  different  states 272 

Lien  on  rolling  stock  purchased  pending  foreclosure  proceedings      272 
Payment  of  claims  against  road  in  foreclosure  proceedings.. . .  272,  27:^ 

Advances  for  completing  construction — priority  of 273 

Costs  in  foreclosure  proceedings 273 

Application  of  bonds  on  sale 273 

on  land  granted  to  railroad 31 1 

Sale  under,  when  an  abandonment 313 

on  right  of  way — liability  of  railroad 321 

When  mortgagee  a  necessary  party  to  proceedings  to  ascertain 

right  of  way  damages 327,  32S.  368 

Sale  of  road  under — effect  as  to  right  of  way  damages i^27,  323 

Estoppel  of  mortgagee  to  repudiate  agreement  for  right  of  way 

by  mortgagor 328 
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MORTGAGE— Continueff, 

Remedy  of  mortgagee  for  unlawful  entry  on  ri^lit  of  way  lands      330 
Foreclosure  of,  pending  appeal  in  condemnation  proceedings 

—effect  as  to  dama^res *. 4'27 

Dedication  by  mortgagor  and  mortgagee 503 

When  mortgagee  in  po8se^sion  liable  to  indictment  tor  causing 

death  of  a  person 582 

Where  foreclose  I r»91 

Effect  of  consolidation  on 591 

Foreclosure  in  court  when  power  of  sale  in  trust  deed 591 

of  leases,  etc G09 

Lease  of  mortgaged  property C12 

Power  of  agent  to  m  '.ke,  of  property  of  company C07 

Parties  to  bill  to  redeem  from 6^*1 

Garnishment  of  raortg.igoe 714 

Priority  as  to  mechanics*'  liens 780,  781 

Sales  under b8:^,  S84,  911-919 

Remedy  of  mortgagee  on  default 90S,  9'  9 

Redemption  from  sale  under 922-9*24 

Action  against  tm-tee  under,  for  injury  causing  death. . .,  1135,  ll'IC 

of  income  or  earnings 1377,  1378 

Effect  of  garnishment  or  other  legal  process  as  to  such  mortgage    1378 
Specific  performance  of  clause  providing  for  giving  mortgagee 

possession 1457,  14"8 

Taxation  of 1487,  14^8,  1494-1497 

Effect  of  taxation  on  income,  as  between  company  and  bondhold- 
ers      1491 

MUNICIPALITIES.    (See  Tax ai ion.) 
MUNICIPAL  BONDS.    (See  Bonds.) 
MUNICIPAL  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Effect  thereon  of  failure  of  company  to  obtain  required  amount 

of  subscription  before  organizing 55,  56 

If  unauthorized,  can  not  be  accounted  as  legal  for  purposes  of 

organization ^ 56 

before  organization 56,  123 

Iiy unction  to  prevent,  by  t;ix  payor 56, 126.  7G1 

to  stock  of  a  railroad  whit*h  is  also  a  mining  company 89,  90 

How  made 94,  124 

G  enerally 1 18-1 43 

may  be  made 118 

Bonds  may  be  issued  in  aid  of 118 

Taxes  may  be  levied  to  pay  same 118 

Constitutional  provision  of  Tennessee  inhibiting  passage  of  laws 

for  benefit  of  individuals 118 

lies  adjudicata  as  to  validity  of  bonds 120 

to  railroad  out  of  state 120,  130 

Townships  may  subscribe 120 

Conditions  must  be  complied  with  befoi*o  issuance  of  bonds  com- 
pelled        120 
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MUNICIPAL  SUBSCRIPTIONS-CoMfiwtttftJ. 

When  United  States  courts  follow  state  couiis  as  to  construction 

of  state  constitution , 120 

And  as  to  proper  passajfe  of  act 120 

Estoppel  of  municipality 118-122,  125 

Validation  by  subsequent  act 118-121 

Change  or  waiver  of  conditions  by  legislature 121 

Effect  on,  of  adoption  of  new  constitution 121 

Presumptions  as  to  innocent  holders 121,  122 

Wben  issuance  of  bonds  will  not  be  enforced 122 

Inadiquacy  of  consideration  for — presumption  as  to  donation . . .       122 

Bonds  purchased  on  the  faith  of  state  rulings 122 

Subsequent  subdivision  of  county 12:^ 

before  construction 12.^  130.  131,  187 

under  Tennessee  code 123,  124,  126 

What  statutory  provisions  are  mandatory 128 

Power  to  tax  strictly  pursued 123,  124 

Nature  of  taxing  power 124 

Power  to  tax  and  m*tke  donation  does  not  confer  p  )wer  to  bor- 
row and  issue  bonds 124 

Acts  of  officer  in  makmg 124,  12-5 

Allegations  of  fraud 124 

Power  to  issue  bonds  where  cash  subscription  is  authorized 124 

Effect  of  payment  in  bonds  on  requii-ement  of  advance  payment      124 

Vote  for,  indicating  method  of  assistance 124,  125 

Manner  of  taking  vote  on 125 

election 125,  926,927 

Imposition  of  conditions  by  voters 125 

Extent  of  officer's  authority  as  to  terms 125.  137,  138 

Authority  to  call  election 125 

Who  shall  vote  for 125,  12G,  135,  139 

False  representations  to  voters 125 

How  and  by  whom  subscription  may  be  compelled 126,  142,  143 

When  railroad  company  becomes  a  party  to  contract 126 

When  railroad  is  entitled  to  cash  subscription 126 

under  Colorado  statute 126 

Who  maj^  subscribe 126 

Bill  to  ei^'oin  issuance  of  bonds 126,  761 

Investigation  of  election  in  chancery 126 

Power  of  county  court  in  Texas  as  to  election 126 

Its  power  to  ad,joum 127 

Where  bonds  may  be  made  payable 127 

What  questions  submitted  to  voters 127 

When  bonds  may  be  delivered 127 

Part  of  county  may  subscribe 127 

Several  subscriptions 127 

Power  of  city  to  cancel  and  re-issue  bonds 128 

New  subscription  where  one  is  void 128 

Several  elections 128 
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to  branch  roads 128 

Bonds  and  coupons  as  commercial  paper 128 

Suit  on  bonds 128 

after  abolition  of  power  by  constitution 128-1^^0 

Buixlen  of  proof  as  to  validity  of  bonds 129 

Prohibitory  statutes  prospective 129 

Effect  of  such  general  statutes  on  prior  special  laws 129 

When  such  statute  may  be  passed  without  impairing  contract' 

obligations 129 

Title  of  an  act  authorizing  subscription — when  sufficiently  indi- 
cating nature  and  scope  of  ai*t liJO 

Effect  of  constitutional  inhibition  on  validating  acts 130 

Effect  of  constitutional  provision  requiring  vote  to  authorize 

subscription IHO 

Failure  to  complete  road  within  time  limited 130,  131,  187 

Contract  for  mutual  interest  on  bonds  and  stock 131 

Effect  of  consolidation 132,594,  595 

is  assets 132 

Countitutional  limit  of  indebtedness 133 

Petition  by  fre  .^holders  in  Indiana *. 134 

Donations,  when  valid 134 

When  power  to  borrow  money  to  subscribe  will  &\,thoru:o  issu- 
ance and  sale  of  bonds 134 

Constitutional  prohibition  against  state  contraciing  debts  to  aid 

in  internal  improvements 134,  135 

Specinc'a.tion  of  amount  of  money  to  be  appropriated — when  by 

a  per  centum 134 

Requisites  of  petition  and  notice  oF  eh*ction 134,  755 

.What  proceedings  to  be  taken  to  prevent  subscription 134 

Petition  by  voters — some  aliens 135,  139 

Conditions  as  to  completion  of  road  and  running  trains 135,  136 

Subscription  by  commissioners — their  power  as  to  conditions 

and  performance 135 

Construction  of  conditions 135,  136 

Running  trains  over  leased  road 136 

Change  or  waiver  of  conditions 136 

Delay  of  work  by  natural  causes.'. 136 

Mandamus  to  compel  subscription 1)6,  137,  140,  926-930 

Mandamus  to  compel  delivering  up  of  bonds  declared  unconsti- 
tutional        137 

Power  and  duty  of  municipal  officers  in  such  case 137,  138 

Allegations  as  to  compliance 138 

Proof  of  compliance,  etc 137,  138 

Petition  by  "citizens, "  instead  of  '*  legal  vote  s'* 138 

by  counties  and  towns  in  Illinois 138,  139 

Power  of  supervisor  and  town  clerk  in  Illinois 139 

Vote  for,  how  taken,  and  reqaisite? 138,  139 

When  third  parties  chargeable  with  knowledge  aa  to  vote 138 
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Recitals  in  bonds  as  to  elections '  138,  141,  142 

Validation  of  unauthorized  subscription 139,  761 

When  legislature  may  compel  municipality  to  subscribe 1^*9 

When  vote  not  efficacious  to  authorize  subscription 189 

Estoppel  by  acts  of  officers 139, 140 

Contract  in  anticipation  of  vote  authorizing 140 

What  constitutes  majority  vote 140 

When  decision  of  officers  as  to  vote  conclusive 140 

Evidence  of  taxable  value  of  properly  in  suit  on  bonds 141 

Recitals  in  bonds 138,141,  142 

Bonds — ^how  made  payable 141 

Power  of  town  clerk  as  to  compromise,  etc 141 

Whether  by  tax  or  subscription  in  Texas 141,  142 

Repeal  of  law  authorizing  subscription — exception  of  particular 

counties 142 

Title  of  such  act 142 

Return  of  consideration  when  bonds  declared  void 142 

Who  may  apply  for  bonds 142,  143 

When  order  for  subscription  required  by  statute 143 

EfiFect  of  mere  irregularities 143 

Illegal  action  of  county  board 14^^ 

Acceptance 143 

Agreement  by  railroad  to  sell  bonds  and  pay  proceeds  to  munici- 
pality       187 

Injunction  to  restrain  sale  for  taxes  on . .  • 755 

Notice  of  election 755 

Rights  of  innocent  bondholders  before  maturity 755 

Effect  of  curative  act  passed  after  inception  of  suit 761 

Cancellation  of  bonds 761 

Consent  of  land  owners  to — how  obtained  or  taken 926,  927 

Effect  of  repeal  of  statute  allowing 927 

Mandamus  to  enforce  issuance  of  bonds  under 929,  930 

Taxation  of  company  to  pay,  to  its  own  stock 1500 

N. 

NAME 

Use  of,  when  limited  by  charter 12 

Change  of,  by  special  act 18 

Change  of,  by  construction  of  branch  road 31,  32 

Change  of,  as  affecting  subscription 96,  20O 

NAVIGABLE  WATERS.    (See  Right  op  Way  and  Bridges.) 
NEGLIGENCE 

Degree  of  care  required  of  street  railroad 3,  1048,  1066 

Contract  by  passenger  or  shipper  to  waive — law  governing. . .  234,  235 

When  a  question  for  the  court  or  jury. .  476,  477,  488,  529,  535,  536, 

629,  643,  644,  788,  790,  791,  795,  798,  871,  1014,  1015,  1021,  1030, 

1031,  1042,  104:3,  10:)4-1067,  1073,  1076-1082,  1093,  1124,  1212, 

1215-1217,  V2^ 
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What  is,  in  case  of  injary  of  live  stock  at  depot 487 

of  company  toward  passengers 488 

When  being  on  side  track  is 488 

in  conduct  of  brakeman 491,  492 

Running  or  flying  switch  as 491,  492,  1030, 1055 

by  failure  to  give  signals  at  highway  croi<siug8 528,  1059,  1085 

When  proximate 528,  791,  1034 

When  infants  and  aged  and  infirm  persons,  chargeable  with    537,  699, 

1019, 1028,  1067-1070 

of  flagman,  when  company  chargeable  with /      538 

of  railroad  company  in  inflicting  injury 539 

Comparative  neglipence 544,  798,  1044-1054 

Proof  of,  in  action  for  injury  to  live  stock 621,  628 

Evidence  of. .  635,  965,  1024,  1026,  1027,  1044,  1070,  1075,  1076, 1082- 

'    1085, 1087,  1089 

on  failure  to  fence 6a3,  634,  6:35,  637,  638 

in  fencing 643,644,1041,  1042 

Proof  of,  in  injuries  to  persons  and  property 682 

Burden  of  proof  of. .  697-701,  796-799.  804,  805,  809,  810,  1214, 1216, 

1219,  1240 

causing  damage  by  fire 701,  788-809 

which  will  render  company  liable  for  damages  by  fright  of  team, 

etc 704,705 

New  trial  for  want  of  proof  of 738 

Nonsuit  in  ca<^  of  no  evidence  of. : 788,  1038,  1039 

Evidence  of,  causing  fire  788,  789,  796,  798,  799, 802,  803,  804,  805, 1084 

by  use  of  unsafe  engines,  etc.,  causing  fire 791,  795 

Allegations  and  proof  as  to,  causing  fire 796 

Special  verdict  as  to ' 798,  1080 

Comparative,  in  cases  of  injury  by  fire 798 

of  another  corapmy  using  road 799 

in  the  selection  of  servants 833,  834 

in  providing  unsafe  appliances 834,  835,  839 

What  such  as  to  authorize  punitive  damages 871,  872 

Definition  of 1016-1019 

What  knowledge  of  danger  necessary  to  constitute 1016 

in  not  extinguishing  fire 1018 

in  putting  passenger  train  on  side  track 1018 

in  attempting  to  enter  or  leave  train  in  motion  1018,  1036,  1037,  1039, 

1040,  1055 

in  leaving  train  on  crossing 1018,  1019 

in  crawling  over  or  under  cars lOlS,  1019,  1055 

in  running  train  into  depot 1019 

When  not  excused  by  contributory  negligence 1021 

When  infant  chargeable  with  parent's  negligence. .  1021,  1022,  1028, 

1029,  1036,  1037,  1070-1074 

of  superior — when  attributable  to  inferior 1029 

in  detaching  pars  from  locomotive  and  running  on  alone  . .  1030,  1055 
99 


1570  INDEX. 

Paoe 

NEGLlGENCE-Con/iiii«(f. 

of  company  as  to  persons  on  track 1C>82 

atcrossinors 1032,  10S6,  10C"> 

Allegations  in  pleadingrg  as  to 1035,  1037,  1089,  11G4 

by  permitting  obstruction  of  view  at  crossing 103*),  10^36,  10»'-"> 

by  having  arm  out  of  window 1045,1046,1063,  10«4 

in  running  trains  in  streets  of  citie^ 1048,  1066 

in  not  putting  guards  on  standing  cars 1051,  10<*  i 

Legal 1054-10^7 

in  crossing  track 1055,  1061,  1062,  10*>7 

in  permitting  accumulations  of  combustibles  on  right  of  way  . .     10t>0 

in  leaving  cars  on  wrong  side 1063 

in  allowing  trains  to  be  behind  time 1(  65 

in  not  stopping  long  enough  at  station 1065 

in  ninning  train  off  track 1066,  1067 

in  not  repairing  or  guarding  break  in  embankment 1066 

in  breaking  of  bridges,  wheels,  etc 1066,  1215 

in  permitting  children  to  get  on  front  platform  of  street  car. . . .     1067 

Evidence  of,  as  to  infants 1070 

in  permitting  child  to  go  alone  into  street 1073 

Actions  for  injuries  caused  by 1074-1076 

When  passenger  chargeable  with,  of  servant  of  company 10/6 

Instructions  as  to 1081 

Evidence  of,  causing  fire 1084 

.  When  passenger  chargeable  with,  of  company 1089 

Averments  as  to,  in  actions  for  injuries  ciiusing  death 1164 

in  not  repairing  works  by  company 1215 

(See  Contributory  Nbolioencb.) 

(See  Fire.) 

(See  Lite  Stock.) 
NEGOTIABLE  INSTRUMENTS 

Receiver's  certificates  not 891 

(See  Notes.) 
NEW  TRIAL 

for  erroneous  rulings ' 732-7o4 

When  exceptions  necessaiy 732 

for  instructions  not  applicable  to  evidence 732 

Refusal  of,  when  a  final  order 732,  7:^'> 

Statement  of  grounds  for 733,  7M 

for  excessive  damages 734-737 

for  disregard  of  instructions 737 

for  verdict  against  evidence 737-731 

Costs  on  granting 739 

NON-RESIDENTS 

When  may  be  corporators 8 

NONSUfT 

Involuntary 729,  730 

Voluntary 730,  731 
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NONSUIT— CoMftntwi. 

in  case  of  no  evidence  of  negligence 788,  1038, 1039 

contributory  negligence •, 1038, 1039 

NON-USER.    (See  Chaktkr,  Fbanciiisb  and  Right  op  Way.) 

NOTE 

When  estops  maker  from  denying  corporate  capacity 32,  54 

Sale  or  pledge  of 35,  36 

for  prelimidary  percentage — when  void,  as  without  consideration        53 
as  payment  for  subscription. ...  54,  58,  59,  60,  105,  114,  154,  155,  686 

given  to  commissioners  before  organization 58,  59 

Whether  payable  to  principal  or  agent 59,  60 

given  before  organization  to  corporation  itself  or  treasurer 60 

for  conditional  subscription 114 

subscription — consideration  for 154,  155,  686 

Declarations  to  invalidate  such  note 155 

Agreement  to  erect  depot  improvements— when  a  defense  to    155,  484 

made  by  president 228,  232 

Power  of  railroad  to  make 229,  230 

Power  of  agents  to  make 665 

Suit  on,  when  made  to  or  by  officer  of  corporation 685-683 

(See  Obligations.) 

NOTICE 

of  stockholders*  meetings 189-191 

to  agent,  for  notice  to  company 669 

of  infliction  of  injury  by  employe 669 

Proof  of 669 

of  calls.    (See  Stock.) 

NUISANCE 

Use  of  steam  not 34 

When  user  of  highway  by  railroad  is 503-507,  513 

Requisites  of  indictment  for 505 

What  proper  subjects  of  inquiiy  in  suit  to  restrain 506 

Indictment  of  railroad  for  creating 507,  582-585 

Presumption  as  to 582,  583 

What  is 583 

Action  for 705-708 

Measure  of  damages  for 706,  708 

Statute  of  limitations  as  a  bar  to  action  for 707,  708 

Suit  by  private  party  to  restrain  or  prevent,  when  public. . . .  743-745 

Injunction  to  prevent  private,  by  railroad 748,  749 

Authority  to  create,  by  charter 749 

Duty  of  owner  of  land  to  abate 783 

o. 

OBLIGATIONS 

Power  to  sell 35,  36 

OBSTRUCTIONS.    (See  Highways.) 
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OFFENSES 

against  railroads 586,  587 

OFFICERS 

When  election  of,  a  condition  precedent  to  suit  for  subscriptions  50.  51 

Election  of 211 

Breach  of  trust  by 214 

OPERATION  OF  TRAINS.    (See  Tkaiks.) 

OPINIONS.    (See  Evidence.  ) 

ORGANIZATION 

of  railroads 48-56 

When  a  condition  precedent  to  suit  for  subscriptions    49,  50,  51,  97, 

103,  105 

essential  to  incorporation 51 

deferred  until  repeal  of  charter,  expressly  or  impliedly 51,  52 

Commissioners  to  perfect — ^how  many  a  quorum 52,  53 

Recognition  of  their  acts 53 

Irregnlarities  let^alized  by  legislative  .enactment 55,  77 

before  obtaining  required  amou  .t  of  subscription  —  effect  on 

municipal  subscription 55,  56 

Certificate  of,  when  necessary  to  be  filed 56 

Perfecting  same — what  is 97 

Proof  of  preliminary  subscription 97 

J  When  perfected  so  as  to  collect  subscriptions 97 

Estoppel  to  question i  7,  156,  652 

Irregularity  of— when  a  defense  to  subscription 105,  156 

can  not  be  collaterally  questioned 122 

Subscription  before — ratification 159 

When  essential  to  exercise  of  eminent  domain 290, 358 

by  purchasers  at  judicial  sale  of  railroad 924,  925 

OVER-ISSUES  OF  STOCK.    (See  Stock.) 

P. 

PAIN  AND  SUFFERING.    (See  Measure  of  Damages  and  Evidence.) 
PARENT  AND  CHILD.    (See  Infants,  Actions,  and  Negliobnce.) 
PARTIAL  LOSS.    (See  Freight.) 
PARTIES 

to  suits  to  annul  charter 87,  88 1 

contest  election 89 

Bondholders  necessary  parties  to  proceedings  affecting  bonds. . .      140 

in  suit  to  cancel  fraudulent  issue  of  stock 183 

to  suits  against  stockholders  for  corporate  debts 208,  204 

directors  by  stockholders 219 

to  bill  to  foreclose  mortgage 267,  268 

condemnation  proceedings 296,  336,  368,  370,  422 

proceedings  to  ascertain  damages  for  right  of  way 327,  328 

When  railroad  a  necessary  party  in  partition  proceedings 337 

Effect  of  omission  of  necessary  parties 422 

Effect  of  consolidation  as  to 602 
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to  proceeding  to  compel  lease 61*^ 

bill  by  stockholder  against  company 692,  604 

bill  to  redeem  from  mortgage 69-i 

in  suits  for  injunctions 749 

to  bill  for  injunction  to  preserve  issuance  of  railroad  aid  bonde. .       761 

mechanics*  lien  pi*oceedinsrs 777 

Company  and  servant  joined  as,  in  actions  of  tort 1181 

to  action  for  loss  or  injury  of  freight 1262 

PARTITION 

Effect  of, on  appeal  in  condemnation  proceedings 835,  336 

When  railroad  a  necessary  party  in 337 

fences.    (See  Fencing.) 

PARTNERSHIP 

Stock  held  by 192 

PASSENGERS 

Rules,  as  to  behavior  on  cars,  etc 227,  979^982 

Iiyury  to — law  governing  contract  of  transportation  233,   234,  236, 

1096,  1097 

on  construction  train  in  charge  of  contractors 470 

getting  on  or  off  wrong  side  of  cars 479,  9»53 

by  getting  off  train  beyond  the  platform 479 

Who  are 4aS,  821,  836,  966,  967,  1107.  1108,  1118, 1205,  1218 

Dih'gence  of  company  as  to 488,  948-957 

Injury  to,  by  mismanaeremont  of  switch 490,  491,  492 

Estoppel  to  deny  liability  for  injury  to 656,  657 

Liability  of  company  for  injury  to,  in  sleeping  car 821,  987 

riding  free 820,821,  978,979,  1106-1108 

Form  of  action  for  injury  to 828 

When  servant  is 836,  966,967,  1205,  1218 

Liability  of  company  for  acts  of 841,  960,  965,  1111 

on  freight  trams 945-947,  985,  986, 1113,  1114 

Injury  to,  from  having  arm  out  of  car  .wihdow. .  950-953,  1045,  1046, 

1108-1110 

Care  of,  at  depots 951 

Degree  of  care  as  to,  not  measured  by  ability  of  company. . . .  956,  957 

All  suitable  persons  must  be  carried  as 957,  958,  969,  970,  971 

Right  of,  to  be  carried  on  any  regular  train 958,  96S 

What  persons  may  be  refused  as 958-9(54,  969,  970,  971 

Fraud  by,  in  obtaining  ticket 959 

Payment  of  fare  by,  on  objection 960 

Ejection  of,  for  non-payment  of  fare. . .  960,  961,  963,  964,  981,  982, 

983 

Necessity  of  allegation  of  tender  of  fare  by 961 

Opportunity  to  purchase  ticket  by 962 

on  commutation  ticket 963 

whose  tickets  have  expired 963 

Accommodation  and  treatm  mt  of 964-968 
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LiabUity  for  asaaalt  on ^Si,  965 

injury  to 965-967,  104:? 

Iigury  to,  by  leaving  car  while  in  motion  965-968, 1091-1093, 1116, 1117 

while  mHking  connections 9^7 

Carrying,  past  station 968 

entitled  to  seat 968,  969 

may  be  excluded  from  ladies'  car 969,  970, 971 

Colored  people  in  separate  cars 969. 970 

Through   ticket — bound  to  go  directly  through 971-975 

on  through  tickets  on  connecting  lines 974,  975 

Ticket  wrongfully  taken  up 97.> 

Contract  by  carrier,  limiting  liability  for  injurj-  to 975-97S 

When  cattle  shipptTS  traveling  on  a  free  pass  are 976,  977 

must  conform  to  regulations 979-9^2 

Ejection  of ,  in  wrongful  manner 9-^1 

for  refusal  to  show  ticket 982, 9S-» 

may  be  compelled  to  pay  increased  fare  on  cars 983,  9^ 

taking  wrong  train 984,  J  **"> 

Layover  tickets 9^'> 

Conductor's  check  to 9'^6 

Injury  to,  from  defective  road  or  appliances 1086-10^^ 

negligence  in  operating  road U^S 

of  two  or  more  companies  1089,  1090,  1113 

— release  of  liability  for 109»} 

by  pretended  consolidated  corporation 1090 

from  obstruction  to  highways 1090, 1091 

by  leapmg  from  cars 965-968,  1091-109:5 

when  a  married  woman 1093-1096 

—law  of  the  cases  in  actions  for. . . .  233,  234,  236,  1096,  10i>7 

— absence  from  trial  of  person  causing 1097 

—proof  of  usages  and  customs  in  cases  of 1097, 1098 

—measure  of  damages  in  case  of 1098-1  h^^ 

from  nding  out  of  place 1 103,  1104 

when  an  infant 1104,  llOo 

from  mob  violence 1 105,  1106 

boarding  moving  train 1110,  1111 

wrong  act  of  other  passenger 1111 

engaged  with  company  in  common  illegal  purpose  1112, 1113 

on  cars  drawn  for  another  company 1114 

Pleadings  in  actions  for  injury  to 1114,  1115 

Evidence  in  a<jtions  for  injury  to 1114,  1115 

Injury  to,  by  company  using  another's  road 1115,  1116 

when  oiF  train 1117,  1118,  1163,  1164 

carried  outside  of  charter  authority 1118 

a  servant  or  apprentice 1118,  1119 

while  traveling  on  Sunday 1119 

Liability  of  company  for  money  on  person  of 1276,  1277 
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Discrimination  in  fares  of 1369,  ir>70 

Limi  tation  of  actions  for  irgury  to 1447 

(See  Injury.) 

PASSES 

Injunction  to  prevent  issuance  of 742,  743 

PAYMENT 

for  subscriptions  to  stock — what  is 54,  55,  160,  161 

(See  Passengers.) 
(See  Dividends.) 

PENALTY 

When  prescribed  by  a  subsequent  law  for  violation  of  charter. ,        32 

for  omission  to  ring^  bell  at  highway  crossing 552 

When  imposed  by  state  may  be  released  by  state 566-569 

When  forfeiture  is 567 

Effect  of  remission  of 567 

for  taking  excessive  rates 569-572 

Actions  for 569-572,  576-579 

Intent  in  incurring 569 

Action  against  receiver  for 57U 

Recovery  of,  when  voluntarily  paid 570 

not  incurred  for  overcharge  of  aiiotaer  compauy 571 

not  susceptible  of  extra-teiTitorial  enforcement 575 

when  can  not  be  imposed 575,  576 

Allegations  as  to 578 

Repeal  of  statute  giving 57S 

Limitation  of  actions  for 1450 

PERSONAL  INJURIES.    (See  Injuries.) 

PERSONAL  LIABILITY  OF  STOCKHOLDERS.  (See  Stockholders.) 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY.    (See  Powers  and  Sales.) 

PHYSICIAN 

Employment  of,  by  agent J 665,  666 

PLANK  ROAD 

Taking  of,  by  railroad 297 

PLANS  AND  SURVEYS.    (See  Location  and  Right  of  Way.) 

PLATFORMS.    (See  Depots  and  Injuries.) 

PLEADINGS 

Averment  of  corporate  existence 75 

— when  failure  to  be  taken  ad- 
vantage of,  and  how 76 

Averment  of  right  to  occupy  street 78 

Averments  in  action  against  foreign  railroad  corporation  for 

negligence 84 

Amendment  of  declaration,  after  limitation  has  expired 85,  1293 

Averments  in  action  for  balance  due  after  forieiture  and  sale  of 

stock 100 

Plea  of  want  of  consideration  in  suit  for  subscriptions 101 

Verification  of  plea  denying  execution  of  subscription  paper. . .       101 
Averments  in  action  for  subscription 107 
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PLEADINGS— ConfmM«<f. 

Plea  of  sale  of  road  in  action  for  subecriptlon — when  bad 107 

Same  as  to  lease 107 

Plea  of  fraudulent  representations  as  to  purpose  of  road,  in  ac- 
tion for  subscription 10^ 

Averment  and  proof  of  required  amount  of  subscription 109 

Averments  as  to  compliance  with  law  in  action  to  compel  levy 

of  tax  to  pay  subscription 1'>S 

Averments  as  to  publication  of  notice  of  calls  of  stock lol 

Plea  of  infancy  to  stock  subscription 186.  1??7 

Averments  of  ownership  of  bonds 2-15 

in  bill  as  to  power  to  make  bonds  and  mortgages  on 

consolidation 2G2 

Averments  as  to  inability  to  make  purchase  in  condemnation 

proceedings 363 

What  is  sufficient  justification  in  trespass 363,  l>?i 

Objection  to,  when  taken 519 

Allegations  as  to  penalties  incurred 57S 

Averments  in  indictment  for  causing  death  of  a  person 581 

declara'ion  against  consolidated  company  for  debt 

of  one  of  original  companies 589 

Averments  as  to  time  and  place  of  injury  to  stock. .  628,  635,  639,  650 

^        Kotice  and  affidavit  before  justice  of  the  peace 648 

Requisites  of  petition  in  action  under  statute  for  injury  to  live 

stock 649 

when  reasonable  time  to  repair  fence  has  not  expired 641 

Allegations  as  to  power  of  company  to  act  as  carrier 654 

Plea  in  abatement  denying  agency  of  one  served  as  such 676 

Mode  of  taking  advantage  of  objection  to  suit  against  railroad 

company  in  wrong  jurisdiction 678 

Misjoinder  of  causes  of  action  in  one  declaration 679 

Mode  of  taking  advantage  of  defense  that  tortious  act  is  com- 
mitted by  authority  of  law 679 

Averments  as  to  contract  made  by  company  by  wrong  name    686,  637 

Evidence  must  correspond  wi:  h 703,  874,  10^9 

Avennents 753 

Certainty  of  allegations  in  mechanic's  lien  proceedings 777,  77H 

License  must  be  pleaded  in  trespass 783 

Requisites  of  a  plea  justifying  entry  on  land  under  condemna- 
tion proceedings 783 

Affirmative  defense  in  trespass  must  be  pleaded 786,  787 

Allegations  and  proof  of  negl  igence  causing  fire 796 

Averments  as  to  conductor's  authority 824 

Effect  of  claim  for  double  damages,  when  not  allowable 855 

Allegation  of  special  damage ' 858,  859,  1098, 1099 

Averments  as  to  punitive  damages 870 

Necessity  of  allesfation  of  tender  of  fare  by  passenger 961 

Averments  of,  as  to  duty  of  company  to  erect  signs  at  highway 

crossings 1008 
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Allegrations  as  to  contributory  negrlij^ence  of  plaintitt 1035,  1087 

of  defendant  ajs  to  contributory  negligence 1103 

in  actions  for  personal  injury 1111,  11 K"^ 

iiyuries  causing  death....  1150.  1158,  1160,  1162,  1164, 

1165,  1172-1176 

Allegations  of  negligence  in  not  providing  proper  servants 1 182 

in  actions  for  loss  or  injury  to  freight 1249 

Amendment  of  declaration  settinj?  up  new  cause  of  action  .....     1293 

Averments  in  cases  of  unjust  discrimination  as  to  freights Ihll 

as  to  road  inflicting  injury  on  cattle 1B93 

in  actions  for  injury  to  live  stock 1403,  1404,  1415 

as  to  fencing 1415 

Evidence  of  contributory  negligence  under  general  issue 1416 

PLEDGE 

of  oblifirations  and  securities 35,  36 

POLICE  REGULATIONS 

Their  character 557,  558 

Power  of  company  to  absolve  itself  therefrom  by  contract 557 

Power  of  state  to  make 558-562 

divest  itself  of  right  to  make 560 

Effect  on  foreign  corporations 561 

Repeal  of 562 

Limitation  of 562,  563 

must  be  reasonable  and  necessarv 564 

Police  power  of  towns  and  cities 563,  564 

may  be  retroactive 564,  565 

POOLING.    (See  Freiqhis,  Fares  and  Tolls.) 

POWER 

of  railroad  in  foreign  state 6,  67,  74,  75,  83-86 

to  take  mortgage  security : . .  7 

to  subscribe  in  aid  of  lateral  road 7 

Nothing  inferred  conflicting  with  sovereign  power 7 

of  railroad  to  loan  credit 7 

limited  by  charter 12,50,6:3 

granted  by  special  law  to  railroad  having  general  charter 13,  18 

to  superadd  steamboat  line  to  railroad 15,  31 

to  pui  chase  additional  property  given  by  special  act 18 

of  btookholders  and  directors  to  accept  amendments  to  charter. .  22,  23 

to  issue  preferred  stock 2.3 

Construction  of  charter  as  to 33,  36 

to  make  and  sell  obligations^.    Construction  of  charter  as  to.. .        35 

other  securities  when  expressly  authorized  to  mortgage        35 

secure  payment  of  bonds  and  choses  in  action 85,  36 

use  pi'ior-constructed  roads  as  branches 36,  37 

change  route  does  not  authorize  change  of  termini 40 

of  legislature  to  revive  a  forfeited  charter,  and  effect  thereof. . .  43,  44 

of  a  de  facto  corporation '. 49 
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Necossary,  vested  by  implication 50 

of  railroad  to  become  stockholder  in  another  road 50,  80,  96 

Strict  construction  not  applied  to  railroads W 

of  railroad  to  purchase  and  mortgage  wharves 7-i 

of  one  railroad  to  purchase  another 7'i 

Ordinary  powera  and  attributes 73,  74 

to  connect  with  railroad  of  another  .-tate 74 

hold  land 78 

sell  property  and  franchises 79 

of  legislature  to  trannfer  property  or  franchises 79 

to  nperate  outside  of  charter  purposes 79-81 

use  steam 80 

receive  fares  and  tolls 80 

use  boats BO 

make  bridges 80 

of  raibroad  to  engage  in  banking 81 

manufacture ^1 

to  hold  land  in  foreign  state ^ 

carry  passengers  and  property  beyond  line  of  road 80 

of  railroad  to  buy  its  own  stock,  and  effect  thereof 187, 18S 

to  boiTOw  money  and  issue  bonds 229 

make  bonds  and  mortgages 237-263 

PRACTICE 

Examination  of  person  of  injured  person  suing  for  injuries. . . ,      860 
PREFERRED  STOCK.    (See  Stock.) 
PRESIDENT 

Power  to  make  special  contract  of  subscription 144 

Compensation  of,  and  services  by 223,  1208, 1209 

Note  made  by 228,232 

Authority  to  sell  or  mortgage   property  of  coi-poration 667 

When  an  agent,  and  power  to  appoint  agents 667 

PRESUMPTlONfc).    (See  Evidence,  Lakd  Grants,  Negligence  and 

Injuries.) 
PRINCIPAL  AND  AGl^.NT.    (See  Agent.) 
PRIVATE   WAYS    AND  CROSSINGS.    (See  Fencing  and  Raiit 

HOAD  Crossings.) 
PROMISSORY  NOTES.    (See  Notes  and  Obligations.) 
PROMOTERS.    (See  Contracts.) 
PROOF.    (See  Evidence.) 
PROPERTY 

Power  to  acquire  given  by  special  act 18 

sell 79,94.95 

of  legislature  to  trnnsfer , 79 

PROXIMATE   AND   REMOTE    NEGLIGENCE.    (See  Negligence 

and  Fire.) 
PROXY.    (See  Stockholders.) 
PUBLIC  LANDS 

•  When  a  part  of  the  route  authorized  by  charter 34,  35 
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PUBLIC  POLICY.    (See  Contracts  and  Ultra  Vires.) 
PUBLIC  USE 

What  is,  a  questioQ  for  the  legislature 4,  5 

PURCHASE 

of  road  constructed  under  another  charter 36,  37 

PURCHASE  OF  LAND.    (See  Real  Estate  and  Powers.) 

Q. 

QUORUM 

What  is,  of  coromissioners  to  receive  subscriptions  and  perfect 

organization 52,  53 

at  stockholders'  meeting.     Presumptions  as  to 191 

What  is,  at  such  meeting 191 

QUO  WARRANTO 

toforfeita  charter 41,  45,  86,  156,  572 

to  forfeit  charter.    Against  whom  brought 45 

Evidence  of  corporate  existence  in 77 

against  railroad 86-89 

must  be  by  state '..  86,  87,  122 

Right  to,  not  directed  by  provision  for  repeal 86,  90 

When  at  the  instance  of  private  individual 87 

Leave  to  file  discretionary 87 

Affidavits  on 87 

When  it  will  be  granted  to  prevent  extension  of  horse  rail- 
road          87 

Estoppel  to  prosecute S7 

Parties  to 45,  87,  88,  89 

against  directors 88,  225 

to  contest  election  of  directors 88,  89,  210 

proper  remedy  to  question  corporate  capacity 122 

to  oust  unqualified  olficer 198 

to  annul  charter  for  non-user 572 

R. 

RAILROADS 

Status  of,  as  public  highways 1-S 

Corporate  powers  in  foreign  state 6,  67,  71,  83-S6 

When  domestic  or  foreign  corporation 6,  7,  65,  66,  71,  83, 84 

Subscription  by,  in  aid  of  lateral  road — manner 7 

When  can  transfer  charter  rights  to  individuals 8 

not  necessarily  the  work  of  a  corporation 8,  9 

Status  of,  as  property 9-11 

not  ordinarily  monopolies 9 

When  chartered  under  general  law,  what  power  conferred  by 

special  law l.S,  18 

When  it  infringes  upon  a  bridge  or  turnpike r>5 

emanate  from  sovereignty 48 
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RAILROADS— Co»<iwM«rf. 

How  organized 48—'^ 

Power  to  become  stockholder  in  another  railroad 50,  80,  9S 

When  a  corporation  aggregate 63 

is  a  private  corporation 63,  64 

Effect,  aa  to  its  public  or  private  character,  of  state  or  United 

States  holding  stock  therein,  or  promoting  its  interests...  63 

Effect  of  acting  as  carrier  for  the  government 63,  64 

a  grant  from  the  government 64 

Residence  and  citizenship  of 64-72 

are  legal  persons 64 

When  suable  in  foreign  state 64,  S4 

Service  on  in  such  suit 64,  71 

Wheresuable  64  67,70,671-683 

What  domeRticates  it 65,  66,  71 

Power  of  foreign  corporation  to  lease  and  operate 66 

Their  status^  when  created  by  separate  laws  of  different  8tat(?8  68,  69,  70 

Residence  of,  when  incorporated  under  national  law 08,  69 

Suits  against,  when  jointly  incorporated  by  several  states 70 

Power  to  contract  in  foreign  state 71,  84,  252 

Power  of  one  to  purchase  another 73 

Power  to  pui chase  and  mortgage  wharves 73 

Averment  and  proof  of  corporate  existence  of,  when  necessary  75, 76,  77 

may  exist  when  property  all  gone 79 

Power  to  operate  outside  of  charter  purposes 79-81 

to  use  steam 80 

of.  to  engage  in  banking 81 

to  manufacture 81 

Suits  against,  to  enforce  corporate  duty 81,  82 

Answer  of 82,  83 

Discoveiy  by 82 

Power  to  hold  land  in  foreigm  state 8ii 

Action  against,  in  foreign  state 84 

Service  on,  when  foreign 84 

Actions  against,  for  negligence,  when  foreign — averments 84 

May  exercise  other  powers 89,  90 

Dissolution  of : 90-92 

Effect  of  dissolution  on  debts 91 

sale  on  debts 91 

Power  to  sell  or  divert  its  property 94,  95 

S al  e  0  f 160,  878-884 

as  defense  to  suit  for  subscriptions 162 

Power  to  buy  its  own  stock,  and  effect  thereof 187, 188 

Fraudulont  sale  of 215,  220,  880,  881 

Contract  for  location  of 221 

Power  to  contract 228-230 

borrow  money  and  issue  notes  and  bonds. .  229,  230,  237-263 
make  conditional  subscriptioiie 229 
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Power  to  receive  labor,  materials,  etc.,  in  payment  of  stock. . .  229,  237 

compromise  lawsuits  and  disputes 229,  286,  237 

as  to  payment  of  interest 230 

make  bonds  and  mortgages 287-268 

contract  without  seal 252 

guarantee  bonds  of  another  railroad 268-  265 

in  dififerent  states — sale  of,  in  foreclosure  proceedings 272 

Power  to  change  location 274-279 

exercise  right  of  eminent  domain 285-290 

•      Taxation  to  build 446-452 

Change  of  route 456 

Crossing  of,  by  highway • 553-556 

Notice  to,  as  owner  of  ** improved  property,"  upon  laying  out 

highway  across  right  of  way 554 

Liability  for  injuries  at  crossings  with  highways  and  turnpikes 

555,  556 

Offenses  against 586,  587 

Obstructing  track,  etc 586,  587 

What  is,  as  to  injury  to  live  stock. 639 

Power  to  appoint  agent 663,  664 

Where  they  may  sue 671 

Action  of  trespass  quare  clans  urn /regit  by  and  against 679 

against  for  toi-ts 688-692 

on  contracts  by  nnd  against.   685-688 

Injunction  to  prevent  abuse  of  corporate  power  by 746-748 

Trespass  against ; 782-784 

Power  to  hold  real  estate 83,  882,  883 

Bankruptcy  of 885,  886 

Insolvency  of 887,  888 

Execution  sales  of 901-911 

Judicial  sales  of 911-919 

Mandamus  to  compel  completing  or  keeping  up 931-933 

Duties  and  liabilities  of,  to  public  generally 1120,  1121 

Right  of,  to  discharge  servants 1182,  1183 

may  not  discriminate  between  express  companies 1228-1231 

Income  or  earnings  of 1376«-1378 

(See  Common  Carriers.) 

(See  Street  Railways.) 

RAILROAD  BONDS.    (See  Bonds.) 

RAILROAD  CROSSINGS 

Construction  and  change  of,  when  compelled  by  legislatrire ....        21 

Taking  of  land  for,  by  eminent  domain 294,  295,  296 

Effect  of  conveyance  of  right  of  way  on  duty  to  make 314 

Manner  of  use 316 

Specific  performance  of  contract  to  make 320 

Manner  of  construction 320 

of  turnpike  roads,  etc.,  by  railroad 325,  826 


1jS3  na>BX. 

RAILROAD  CROSSINGS— ConffflUftJ. 

of  highwnja  b;  railroads 455,  456 

Rpstoration  of,  by  railroad 456 

Obstmctionn  to  view  at 4o6 

Cod  tract  of  company  to  make  private  crossing,  and  etatutor;  ob- 
ligation   494.495 

WUat  18  res  a^judicnta  in  attionR  aa  to 494 

Time  of  building  private  crOHBing 494 

Location  of 494 

Judgm<mt  in  action  to  compel  con«trQction  of 494,  495 

Injunction  to  prevent  runnititf  trains  tintil  constraction  of 495 

Oral  promise  of  prenident  to  erect 495 

Fencing  at  pi'ivate  crossing 495 

Neglect  to  Ifep  fence  in  repair  at 495,  496 

Ininry  of  live  ntock  at  private  crossing 495,  496 

BAILROAD  DEPOTS.    (See  Depots.) 

BAILS 

Charaeter  of,  an' property 9 

RATE  OF  SPKED.  (See  Hkjiiways,  Nbomobncb  and  IsjUBiBa.) 

RATES.    (See  Fkeiguts,  Farkb  and  Toli^.) 

RATIFICATION 

of  contract  for  services,  mafle  before  organization 61,  62 

REAL  ESTATE 

Power  to  hold  in  foreign  state 6,  ?3 

as  payment  for  stock 54 

Valuation  thereof  by  directoi-H.  and  depreciation  in  value,  when 

acceptfld  as  payment  for  stock 54 

Power  to  hold : . . ,        7S 

REASONABLE  CARE.    (See  Nboliobnck.) 

RECEIPT 

Effect  of  blank,  for  freight 1275.  1276 

Bight  ofcarrier  to,  for  freight 1294,  129-5 

Effect  of,  for  freight 1294,  1295 

RECEIVER 

Creditors' bill  by   204 

In  foreclosure  proceedings— appointment  of 269 

Nature  of  his  office 270 
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When  jointly  liiible  with  lessee  for  injuries 608 

Iiyunction  to  protect 760,  761,  900 

Appointment  of. 889-894 

Powers  of 890-894,  898 

Liability  of  company  for  acts  of 893.  894,  896,  897,898 

Removal  of 894 

Appeals  by 894 

.  Actions  against 894-899 

Execution  levy  on  property  in  hands  of 899,  900,  909 

Jurisdiction  as  to,  as  between  federal  and  state  courts 900 

Liability  of,  for  live  stock  killed  or  injured 1420,  1421 

RECORDS  OF  CORPORATIONS.    (See  Directors.) 

REDEMPTION 

from  mortgagre  and  execution  sales €22-924 

REFUSAL  TO  PAY  FARE.    (See  Passengers  ) 

REGULATIONS.    (See  Rules  and  Regulations.) 

RELEASE 

of  damages — evidence  to  impeach 128 

REMEDIES.    (See  Actions.) 

REMOVAL  OF  CAUSE  TO  U.  S.  COURT. 

When  defendant  stockholders  may 88 

on  account  of  citizenship 761-768 

Effect  of  state  laws  impairing  this  right 761,  768,  769 

Amount  in  controversy— how  determined 763,  767 

Effect  of  consolidation  on 764 

What  interests  considered  in  determining  who  are  parties. . . .  765,  767 

When  application  is  in  apt  time 767 

Effect  of  wrongful  refusal  of  motion  to  remove 767,  768 

for  prejudice  or  local  influence 708,  769 

defense  arising  under  constitution,  treaties  or  laws  of  U.  S. .       769 

by  a  corporation  created  by  act  of  Congress 769 

where  suit  is  for  loss  or  damage  caused  by  hostile  or  U.  S.  forces 

769,  770 

Resident  security  not  required  for 770,  771 

Discretion  of  state  court  as  to  security 770,  771 

Practice  as  to 770,  771 

Effect  of  reduction  of  plaintiff's  demand  on 771 

Power  of  the  state  court 771-773 

plaintiff  to  dismiss  his  suit 772,  773 

Effect  of  loss  or  destruction  of  files 773 

REORGANIZATION.    (See  Consolidation.) 
REPAIR." 

of  road 471,  472 

(See  Construction.) 

REPEAL 

of  general  incorporation  law — effect  as  to  charters 47 

i^ Provision  for,  cumulative  to  forfeiture 86,  90 

(See  Charter/ 
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REPLEVIN 

of  properly  seized  for  taxes 14S8 

REPORT  OF  VIEWERS.    (See  Right  of  Way.) 

REPRESENTATIONS.    (See  Fbaud.) 

RES  ADJUDICATA 

What  is 490,494 

as  to  claims  in  insolvency  proceeding 887 

RES  GKST-*:.    (S»v  Evidence.)^ 

RESERVATION  OF  POWER  TO  AMEND  CHARTER.    (See  Charter.) 

RESIDENCE 

in  state  by  officers — when  non-residence  a  cause  of  forfeiture ....        44 

of  railroad  corporations 64-72 

incorporated  under  national  law 68,  69 

RESPONDEAT  SUPERIOR 

The  general  principle 821r829. 1183-1192,  1195,  1196 

When  servant  is  actinjar,  with  n  his  employment 821 

Evidence  necessary  to  establish  relation  of  master  and  servant. .      821 
Liability  of  company  for  injury  to  passenger  in  sleep.ng  car. ...       821 

Who  is  a  **  passenger  *' 821 

Appliciition  to  free  passenger 820, 821 

Liability  ,of  company  for  acts  of  contractor  822,  823,  828. 829,  839, 840 

Liability  over  to  municipal  corporation 822,823 

Liability  to  servant*  of  contractor 82:3,  840 

Questions  for  jury 823,  824,830,  837,  838,  842 

Allegation  and  proof  oi*  conductor's  Authority 824 

Evidence  of  rules  of  company •. 826 

Punitive  damages 827,  8^,  842 

Retention  of  ofl'ending  servant .' ",      827 

Form  of  action 828 

Act  unauthorize<l  by  charter 828 

State  owner  of  road 828 

Whose  servant 829,  8:30 

Applicability  to  injuries  by  servant  to  servant 829-8:38 

Who  is  a  servant 8:30 

Who  are  co-servants 8:30,  831.  832,  835,  839 

Negligence  in  the  selection  of  servants 833,  834 

'    Knowledge  by  servant  of  unfitness  of  fellow  servant  or  appliance    834, 

835 

Duty  of  company  to  provide  safe  appliances 834,  835,  839 

Iiyury  to  servant  when  a  passenger 836 

employed  in  other  employment 836 

Imperfect  condition  of  servant's  hands 837 

■  Infancy  of  servant 837 

Violation  of  rules  by  servant ^ 8:38 

Statutes  affecting 838-840 

.Contributory  negligence  of  servant 839 

What  law  governs 839 
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RESPONDEAT  SUPERIOR— Con ^nt/grf. 

Liability  of  company  for  act  of  contractor's  gervant 839,  840 

acts  of  passengers '. 841 

for  willful  and  independent  acts  of  servant. .  842,  1190-1192 
Allegations  of  pleadings 842 

REVERTER.    (See  Abakdoxmknt  and  Right  op  Way.) 

REVIVOR 

of  forfeited  chartei^-how  done,  and  effect  thereof 43,  44 

RIGHT  OF  WAY 

for  lateral  road 36,  ^08-410 

Condition  in  deed  of 230,  231,320,321 

Power  to  sell  or  mortgage ^ 238 

Priority  of  mortgage  over  damages  for 243,  247,  248 

Who  entitled  to  compensation  where  there  is  a  mortgage  on 

properl  y  taken 258,  269.  351 ,  422 

Fixtures  of  the  company  on 258,  275 

Entry  for  sui-vey 274,  453-455 

Priority  between  grants 274,  371,  441 

Change  of 274-279.318,327 

Al)andonment  of— removal  of  structures,  etc 275,  321,  440 

for  branch  road 276 

Assessment  of  damages  where  company  enter  without  complying 

with  law 279,  315,  330,  331,  340,  842 

Location  of  tracks  and  structures  in 279 

Time  when  owner  is  entitled  to  compensation 279,  348,  367,  369 

Limitation  as  to  damages — when  computed  from • 279 

Effect  of  abandonment  on  the  land  and  claims  for  damages. .  279,  280 

Taking  public  franchises  and  other  roads  for 284,  294-296 

Taking  public  lands  for 284,285 

Damages — how  aeeessed ' 288 

What  isa  **  taking" 288,815,444,445 

for  temporary  line 291 

What  privileges  acquired  by  railroad  in 290 

Nature  of  interest  or  estate  of  railroad  in 292,  830 

Quantity  allowed  to  be  taken 291,  292,  361,  862 

Measure  of  damages  as  affected  by  nature  of  estate  taken. . .  292,  895 

Taking  of,  by  another  company 294,  295,  296 

Compensation  where  plank  road  is  taken 297,  325,  826 

for  underground  road 298,  501 

private  road 298 

Inchoate  rights  in 299,300 

Compensation  for 301-305 

Provision  for  compensation  in  law  or  charter 801 

Compensation  for  land  taken  by  general  government 801 

Effect  of  delay  as  to  pre-payment  of  compensation 801 

Compensation,  how  made 301,  302,  340 

for  property  damaged  302,  a50,  358,  388,  393,  395,  396, 

397,  398,  40a-408,  876,  877 

100 
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wrongs  and  trespasBes 302 

Possession  of,  pending  proceedings  for  condomnation  302,  303,  319, 

823,  334,  335, 350,  395,  396 

What  is  jost  compensation 303,  304 

Deposit  of  compensation  in  bank 303,  420,  421 

Stay  of  execution  for  damages 304 

Remedy  by  statute  exclusive 304,  316,  338-342,  367,  368,  389 

Trespass  or  ejectment  for  wrongful  taking  of 305,  751 

Entry  without  making  compensation  305,  315,  318,  327,  334,  340,  342, 

856.  357,  396,  397,  454 

Obtainable  by  purchase — effect  thereof 312-322 

Abandonment  of 279,280,313,31^1,332,440 

Effect  of  conveyance  on  right  to  assess 313,  317,  321 

Payment  of  exorbitant  compensation  by  insolvent  company. . . .      313 

Duration  of  estate  in,  when  by  grant 7  313,  321,  322 

by  conveyance,  when  it  passes  to  purchasers,  etc 313,  322 

Effect  of  conveyance  as  to  gates,  etc 314 

Grant  carries  means 814 

Entry  on  outside  grounds 314,  330,  331,  349.  a50,  784,  785 

Agreement  to  convey— enforcement  of 315. 1454-1456 

not  a  mere  license 316 

What  is  such  agreement 317 

Failure  to  record  certificate  of  survey  of 315,  353 

Taking  possession  by  consent  of  ownei^ 315, 320, 321 

Right  of  re-entry  on 315,316 

Reservation  of  herbage  on 315,  316 

Use  of  crossing 316 

Effect  of  agreement  to  convey  on  subsequent  assessment 817 

Contract  m  consideration  of  gfant  of 317,  819 

Contract  to  procure 317 

Change  of  location  after  deed 818 

Deed  of,  indefinite 318,441 

Failure  to  pay  compensation  for 318 

of  land  owner  to  assess— effect  on  right  to  bring  tres- 
pass        318 

Effect  of  illegal  occupancy  on  right  to  assess 819,  341 

Agreement  to  purchase — enforcement  of 319 

Ejection  of  company  from 819 

Priority  of  land  owner's  lien  for  purchase  money 819 

Failure  of  company  to  construct  crossings,  etc.,  according  to 

contract Sj9 

Sale  of  road  for  failure  to  complete  contract  of  purchase  of . . . .      819 

Conditions  in  deed  of,  as  to  fencing,  etc 320,  821 

Who  may  enforce  conditions 820 

Manner  of  construction  of  crossings 320 

Ejectment  for  failure  to  comply  with  conditions 321 

Entry  on,  by  permission  of  owner,  without  complying  with  con- 
ditions  320,321 
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EIGHT  OF  WAY-^Coniinned. 

Parol  lioense  to  use  land  for 321 

RcTDOval  of  rails  on  rerocation  of  license  to  occupy d21 

Mortsrai^  on— liability  of  lailroad S21 

by  dedication 823 

Proceedin|;8  to  acqaire  must  conform  to  law  322,  323;  328,  347,  351, 

364»385 
Effect  of  company  owning  adjoining  land  as  to  right  to  t&Jce    322,  323 

.  construction  of  road  as  to  right  to  take 323,  389 

Measure  of  damages  for. .  323,  324,  326,  340,  350,  351,  358,  361,  362, 

365.  366, 367,  372-399, 847-853 

Righttoearth,  etc.,  in.... 325,  341,355,414-416,455 

over  turnpike  roads,  etc 297,  325,  326 

Form  of  judgment  for  damages 326,  348,  363,  367,  431 

Change  of  location  of,  after  judgment  for  damages 326,  327 

Sale  of  road  under  mortgage— effect  as  to  damages  for  327,  328,  910, 

917 

Parties  to  proceedings  to  ascertain  damages  for 327,  328 

Injunction  by  remainder-man  to  prevent  use  of 328 

Estoppel  of  mortgagee  to  repudiate  agreement  for,  by  mort- 
gagor       328 

Proceedings  for,  made  returnable  into  wrong  tribunal 328 

Notice  of  proceedings 328,  329,  352,  853,  360,  363,  394,  655 

Ck)mpensation— beneffts. ...  329,  340,  350,  358,  366,  372-^74,  376-378, 

39^-394,  396-398 

Reverter  on  abandonment 329, 413 

Burden  of  proof  of  compliance  with  law  in  taking 330,  331,  417 

Estoppel  of  railroad  to  deny 699 

Right  of  land  owner  to  cause  assessment  to  be  made 331 

Limitation  as  to  occupation  of ,      831 

Misapplication  of,  rights  of  owner  of  fee 831 

Effiect  of  consolidation  as  to  charter  right  to  take  land  for 831 

Limited  time  for  taking 332,  333,  350,  353,  359,  360,  3^ 

When  the  right  vests  in  the  company 333-335 

Payment  of  compensation ' 333,  334 

Waiver  of  prompt  payment 333 

Act  setting  aside  assessment  for 333,  334 

Who  entitled  to  damages ^34,389,  418-422,  847,  848 

Right  of  purchaser  of  land  to  intervene 334 

Remedy  when  railroad  takes  possession  without  payment 334 

Appointment  of  receiver  in  suit  for  damages  for 334 

Compensation  for  possession  pending  proceedings    334,  335,  350,  395, 

396 

Assessment  of  damages  of  tenants  in  common 335-338 

Right  of  tenants  in  cox^imon  to  appeal 335 

Effect  of  partition  on  appeal 335,  336 

Assessment  of  damages  of  remainder-man  and  owner  of  partic- 
ular estate 336,337 
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RIGHT  OP  WAY— Cow/iMu^d. 

When  wives  of  tenanU  in  coznr.;on  necessary  portiop >'-^ 

through  leased  lands  and  damages  thci^efor 336,  837,  '>l 

Assessment  of  damages  in  gross •^<'' 

Assumpsit  for  damages  for ^^ 

Effect  on  award  of  removal  of  house  by  landholder 340 

'EfSoct  of  assessment  as  to  prior  rorts Sil 

Time  of  making  assessment  for  materials  taken 341 

Liability  of  company  for  acts  of  contractors  in  taking  materials 

from ^l 

Either  party  may  invoke  assessment 342 

Manner  of  assessing  for 342-4^70 

Proceedings  under  different  statutes 34^J 

Requisites  of  petition. .  343-347,  349.  350.  364.  aS8, 362,  364,  369, 3:i\ 

Who  may  be  assessing  commissioners 343,  344 

Certainty  in  diagram 344 

Finding  of  commissioners — when  unanimous 344 

Assessment  of  damages  of  different  owners  and  parcels    33d,  344,  377. 

359,369 

Public  necessity  for r 34o 

Finding  as  to  joint  interests 345 

Sevoral  lines  run — which  binding 345 

Amendment  of  petition 345 

Effort  to  agree  on  sale  or  damages 345,  346,  350.  353,  363,  369 

Bond  for  damages 346 

Notice  of  appointment  of  viewers,  and  time  of  view  346,  352,  353,  863 

Requisites  of  viewers*  report 347.  349,  354,  366,  367 

Objection  to  landholder's  interest — ^how  taken 347 
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for  private  lateral  railroad 408-410 

across  inclined  plane  of  a  railroad  comptuiy 409,  410 

Taking  of  fixtures,  etc.,  erected  for  purposes  of  trade,  under  N.  Y. 
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Practice  on  appeals  in  Iowa. 428 

What  cn-ors  considered  on  appeal 428,  '433,  434 

When  certiorari  necessary 428 
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When  report  of  commissioners  evidence,  on  appeal 4"I-> 

What  laws  control  as  to  amendment  of  appeal  bond 4^^ 

Neglect  to  certify  decision  or  instruction  to  court  above 437 

Parol  evidence  as  to  instructions  or  decision  of  commissioners. . .      4T7 

Costs  of  assessment 437,  4-^S 

Judgment  for  costs  and  damages 4'i7 

Payment  of  commissioners 437 

Examination  of  record  on  appeal  to  determine  question  of  cost. .       437 

Effect  of  non-user,  or  diversion  to  a  diflferent  object 438-440 

Measure  of  damajres  for  wrongful  use  or  diversion  of . . . .  439,  440,  4-^6 

Effect  of  sale  of  authorized  by  law 439,  440,  441 

Damages  for  diversion  of,  how  ascertained 440 

When  company  entitled  to  return  of  condemnation  money  on 

abandonment 440 

Effect  of  lease  of 440 

Estoppel  to  set  up  abandon  nient  of. 440 

by  statute  over  public  lands — effect  as  to  subsequent  purchasers      441 
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Waiver  of  irregularity  in  assessment 442,  44-] 

Waiver  of  right  of  action  for  trespass 443 

Valid  assessment  a  bar 443,  444 

Damages  for  highway  or  railroad  crossing 444,  445 

Entry  on,  for  construction 453-455 

Effect  of  appeal  from  assessment  on  right  to  enter 453,  454 
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Trespass  for  intrusioa  on  land  outside  of , 784,  785 

When  damages  are  excessive 852 

Estoppel  by  statement  of  damage  in  petition 858 
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RIPARIAN  EIGHIS.    (See  Right  of  Way.) 

ROAD  BED 

Character  of,  as  property 9 

ROLLING  STOCK 

Private  car  on  railroad 6 

Character  of,  as  property 9-11 

ROUTE 

Change  of,  by  amendment  of  charter 13,  18,  22,  23 

Direction  of  road  in  entering  terminal  point , 38 

Construction  of  charter  as  to 35 

Power  to  change  does  not  authorize  change  of  termini 40 

prescribed  by  charter 278 
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Judicial  interference  with 281,  282 

Legislative  ratification  of 282 

Change  of 456 

(See  SmiscRiPTiONs  and  Municipal  Subscriptions.) 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Power  of  company  to  make,  etc 227 

as  to  freight .'. 227 

Reasonableness,  etc 227 

(See  Ultra  Vires.) 

RUNAWAY  TEAMS.    (Sec  Actions  and  Servants.) 

RUNNERS  AND  DRUMMERS.    (See  Depot.) 
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of  moiigaged  property  on  execution,  etc 245,  247 
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to  enforce  lien  for  freights 12(^ 

SCIRE  FACIAS 

Evidence  of  corporate  existence  m 77 

When  proper  remedy  for  forfeiture 86,  87 

must  be  in  name  of  state 86,  87 

SEAL 

Necessity  of,  to  contracts 252 

SECRET   DEFECTS.     (See   Negligence,    Passengers  and   Ser- 
vants.) 

SECURITIES 

Power  to  make,  when  only  authorized  to  mortgage 35 

Sale  or  pledge  of 35,  36 

(See  Obligations  and  Moktgages.) 

SEQUESTRATION 

Practice  under 903,  904 

SERVANT 

Compensation  of,  where  no  contracu 225 

Priority  of  their  claims  as  to  mortgage 249,  27(V-272 

When  contractors  are , 468-470 

Admissions  of • 660-662,  727.  72S 

Employment  of  physician  to  attend 665,  666 

Contract  for  board,  etc.,  for,  when  injured 666 

Burden  of  proof  in  actions  for  injuries  to 698,  699 
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Imperfect  condition  of  hands 837 

Infancy  of 8:^7 
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Right  of  company  to  discharge 1182,  1183 

Liability  for  their  conduct  at  common  law 1183-1189 

by  statute 1189,  1190 

Injury  to,  while  acting  in  different  employment 1195, 1210,  1211 

Burden  of  proof  as  to  safe  appliances,  etc 1200,  1201 

Care  of,  when  injured 1208 

Iiyury  to,  of  contractor 1205,  1206 

when  not  acting  in  service 1208 

Effect  of  death  of,  pending  suit  for  injury 1208 

Engagement  and  compensation  of 225,  1208-1210 

Compensation  of  president  as 12  J8,  1209 

Lien  of,  for  wages,  in  case  of  insolvency  of  company 1209 

Who  is,  in  such  case 1209 

Contract  with,  for  exemption  from  liability  for  injury 1218 

Fraudulent  settlement  with,  for  injury 1218 

Competency  of  testimony  of 1219 

Burden  of  proof  of  unfitness  of 1219 

Limitation  of  actions  for  injuries  to 1447,  1448 

(See  Respondeat  Superior.) 

SERVICE 

where  charter  is  abandoned 38,  203,  204 

rendered  to  a  railroad  before  organization 61, 62 

When  rendered  gratuitously 62 

on  foreign  corporation 64,  71,  84 

of  notice  and  affidavit  in  action  under  statute  for  injury  to  live 

stock 649 

Proof  of 649,650 
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on  railroads 671-682,  696.697 

in  ganiishraent 716,  717-719 

on  consolidated  corporation 887,  888 

SET-OFF 

Limitation  of  claim  by  way  of 1451,  1452 

(See.  Freight.) 

RflARES.    (See  Capital  Stock.) 

SHIPPING  MARKS.    (See  Freioht.) 

SIDE  TRACKS.    (See  Switches.) 

SIGNALS.    (See  Warnings.) 

SLEEPING  CAR 

Liability  of  company  for  safety  of  passenger  and  bagrgafire  in..     821, 

937 

SLOUGHS.    (See  Right  op  Wat.) 

SPECIAL  DAMAGES.    (See  Damages  and  Measure  op  Damages.) 

SPECIFIC  PERFORMANCE 

of  agreement  to  convey  land  to  railroad  for  improper  purpose. .        73 

for  right  of  way 315,  1454-1456 

contract  to  make  crossings,  etc 320,  321 ,  1457 

for  construction 466,  467, 1458,  1459 

agreement  and  award  to  purchase  land 14'>6 

parliamentary  contract  to  take  land  for  railroad  purposes..     1456, 

14">7 

contract  to  maintain  station 14*17 

for  use  of  track 1457 

possession  of  mortgaged  railroad 1^57,  1458 

to  operate  railroad 1459,  146*) 

keep  up  cattle  guards 1460 

transier  of  capital  stock 1460,  1461 

ultra  vires  contracts 1461 

when  a  remedy  at  law,  etc 1461 

of  contract  to  build  bridge 1446 

Who  may  maintain  bill  for 1461,  1462 

SPECULATING 

Power  of  railroad  to  engage  in 87 

SPECULATIVE  DAMAGES.     (See  Damages  and  Measure  op  Dam- 

^GES.) 

SPEED.    (See  Highways,  Live  Stock,  Negugsncb  and  Poucb 

Rkgulations.^ 
STAMPS 

on  subscriptions ,       117 

STATE  AID.    (See  Aid  and  Taxation.) 
S  TATION  AGENTS.    (See  Sbhvants.) 
STATIONS 

Right  of  legislature  to  require  their  establishment 20,  21 

(See  Depots.) 
STATUS 

of  railroads  as  public  highways 1-8 
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of  railroads  as  property. 9-11 

of  railroad  incorporated  in  several  states 26,  68-70  * 

STATUTE 

conferring  privileges — ^when  a  contract 83,  84 

^  Extrit-temtorial  effect  of 85,  1149-1162 

STATUTE  OF  FRAUDS 

Effect  on  doctrine  of  estoppel  in  pais  as  to  real  estate 6o2 

contract  accepted  by  letter  or  partly  performed 665 

STATUTE  OF  LIMITATIONS.    (See  Limitations.) 

STATUTORY  REGULATIONS.    (See  Police  Regulations.) 

STEAM 

Power  to  use 33,34,80 

STEAMBOAT  LINE 

Power  to  superadd  to  railroad 15 

STOCK 

Transfer  of — allowance  of,  by  railroad,  enforced  by  mandamus    5,  9^^3 
claim  of  adverse  interests — when  defense  by  railroad         5 

duty  of  railroad  to  permit 5,  174 

Power  to  issue  preferred  stock 23.  1G9 

When  organization  a  condition  precedent  to  sale  of 50,  51 

Organization  without  payment  for *. .  53,  58,  59,  60 

Preliminary  cash  payments  for 54,  50, 58,  59,  60 

Payment  for..  54,  55,  58-60,  81,  98-100,  114,  115,  144,  160.  161,  221^, 

2:37 

Waiver  of  payment  of  advance  percentage 54 

When  advance  cash  payment  is  the  subject  of  agreement 54 

Affidavit  of  payment  for 55 

held  by  state  or  United  States — effect  of &J 

Assessments  and  calls  made  in  foreign  state 67,  08 

Power  of  one  railroad  to  take  stock  in  another 80,  96 

What  it  is — how  raised — ownership  of  shares 93-  96 

Rights  of  purchaser  on  transfer 94 

not  negotiable  instrument 94 

Nature  of,  as  a  property  or  interest 94,  95 

Where  certain  amount  of  subscription  required  before  organiza- 
tion   97,  143 

Whole  amount  not  subscribed — when  a  defense  to  action  for 

subscriptions 97 

Implied  promise  to  pay  for 9^,  99,  10() 

Express  pi-omise  to  pay  for 100 

■Agreement  to  **take  and  fill" 100,101 

When  forfeiture  a  cumulative  remedy 99,  152,  154,  lO^J 

Action  for  balance  due  after  sale  under  forfeiture 100, 16o 

Right  to  certificates  dependent  on  payment 103,  104 

Tender  of,  before  action 103,  10^ 

Certificate  merely  evidence  of  ownership 104,  165 

Increase  thereof,  contrary  to  condition  it^  pubpcriptr.on 118 

Power  of  county  commissioners  in  Kanv^oa  to  sell 120 
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Notice  of  sale 164 

AsBessment  for  larger  amount  than  permitted — effect  on  sale. . .      164 

Signature  to  notice  of  sale 164 

Place  of  sale 164 

Public  or  private  sale 164,  165 

Burden  of  proof  as  to  validity  of  sale 164 

Order  of  sale,  when  necessary 165 

Sale  of,  by  administrator 165,  166 

Innocent  purchasers  of 166 

Transfer  of,  on  books  of  the  company — liability  of  company. . . .      166 

Liability  of  company  as  guarantor  and  warrantor 166 

Defective  title 166 

Guaranteed  or  preferred  stock 23,  167-169 

Payment  of  dividends  thereon 167,  168,  169 

Action  against  company  for  dividends 167 

Interest  on  dividends 168 

Etfect  of  creditor's  taking 168 

Priority  of  preferred  stock 168,  169 

Power  of  directors  as  to  dividends  on  preferred  stock 169 

Waiver  of  stockholder's  right  to  object  to  issuance  of  preferred 

or  guaranteed  stock 169 

held  in  trust — dividends  thereon 169 

Dividends  on 170-178,  175,  207,  1377 

Liability  of  holders  of  preferred  stock  to  contribute  to  repairs. . .       171 

Taxation  of  dividends 170,  171 

Transfer  of,  effect  on  dividends 172 

Pledge  or  mortgage  of 17:M75,  194,  195 

Transfer— when  must  be  on  books 173,  174,  175.  176 

Refusal   of  company  to  transfer — liability  and  measure  of 

damages 174,  177,  194,865 

Return  of  stock  pledged  on  payment  of  debt 175 

Dividends  on  same 175 

Power  of  attorney  to  transfer — name  in  blank 175 

Transfer  thereof 175-180 

Power  of  directors  to  defeat  transfer 176 

Effect  of  recordmg  transfer 175,  176 

Attachment  of,  before  transfer 173,  174,  176 

Delivery  to  company  with  power  to  transfer 1 76 

Production  of  certificates — when  necessary  to  transfer 176,  177 

Liability  of  company  for  permitting  transfer 176,  177 

Fraudulent  sale  of,  by  agent 177,  178 

Blank  power  to  transfer 175,  177,  178, 194 

Liability  as  between  innocent  purchaser  and  company 178 

Forgery  of  transfer 178 

secured  by  mortgage— sale  of 178 

Liability  to  pay  calls  on  transferred  stoclJ ^'^^»  ^^'^ 

of  vendee  for  neglect  to  rocord  tran^f^ir 179 

101 
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Liability  for  unpaid  balance  on  stock  on  transfer V^i 

Right  of  company  to  apply  dividends  in  payment  of  stock ITi        : 

to  forfeit  and  sell  after  transfer 179,  l^i 

Consent  to  transfer — how  given 1^  • 

TransfeiTor  one  of  the  directors 1*^' 

Cplorable  or  fraadulent  transfer 180,  2b 

Transfer  of  interest- bearing  atock 1*^ 

Right  of  stockholders  to  examine  books 1^3 

Increase  of 180-182,217 

how  made 180,  1^1 

Law  subsequent  to  organization,  authorizing  increase 1^ 

Power  of  company  to  dispose  of  new  stock. 1^1 

Rights  of  assignee  a^  to  new  stock 1S2 

existing  stockholders  as  to  new  stock..  Ibl,  182,  184,  18S, 

as 

Power  of  company  to  treat  stock  as  paid  up •...       1^ 

Fraudulent  certificates 182, 1S3 

Remedy  for  fraudulent  issue 183 

Liability  of  company  for  fraudulent  issue  of 1^ 

Bonds  convertible  into IM 

Sale  of,  under  void  decree 184,  185 

Subscription  by  infant 185,  186 

Plea  of  mfancy 18fi,  187 

Subscription  by  one  in  name  of  another 187 

Transfer,  when  necessary ." 187,  195, 205 

Power  of  company  to  buy  its  own,  and  effect  thei-eof 187,  188 

Transfer  for  voting  purposes 187,  192,  218 

held  by  partnership  or  deceased  partner 192  ^ 

Tmnsfer  by  non-resident 192 

Blank  power  of  attorney  to  transfer —alterat  ion  in 194 

Right  of  pledgee  or  moi*tgagee  to  vote 194^196 

Transfer  in  reasonable  time 194 

What  is  delivery  of  pledge 194 

Pledge  or  mortgage — tninsfer 195 

illegally  issued — voting  thereon 196 

held  in  trust — voting  thereon 196,  197 

Liability  of  trustee  to  calls  and  asi^essments 196 

Right  of  pledgor  or  mortgagor  to  account  of  dividends 196,  197 

Liability  of  pledgor  for  calk,  etc 197 

When  no  notice  or  demand  of  calls  required 201 

Equality  of  assessments 201 

Change  of  route  or  terminus 202 

Creditor's  bill  to  reach  unpaid  subscriptions 203,  204 

Call  by  court  on  creditor's  bill 204 

Evidence  of  ownership 205,  206 

Fictitious  transfer  to  qualify  director : 218 

Preferences  in  dividends 221 

Fraudulent  appropriation  of,  by  directors 253 
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Effect  of  coDBolidation  on  rights  and  liabilities  of  stockholders. .      602 

Power  of  directors  to  delegate  authority  to  make  calls 664 

Measure  of  damages  for  conversion  of 864 

Seizure  of,  on  execution  or  attachment 910,  911 

Sale  of,  by  Confederate  court 921,  922 

Mandamus  to  compel  directors  to  collect 928 

issuance  or  transfer  of, 933 

Who  entitled  to  dividends  on 1377 

When  new  stock  Is  considered  as  a  dividend 1376,  1377 

Specific  performance  of  contract  to  transfer 1460,  1461 

Limitation  of  actions  for  dividends 1448 

Classification  for  taxation 1471, 1472 

Taxation  of 1483.1484,  1485,1486,1487 

(See  Dividends.) 
(See  Live  Stock.) 
(See  Subscriptions.) 
(See  Municipal  Subscriptions.) 
STOCKHOLDERS 

are.bound  by  charter 16 

Power  to  accept  amendments  to  charter 22,  23 

Effect,  as  to  them,  of  repeal  of  charter 47 

V    Bight  of  state  or  municipality  to  vote  for  directors,  when  they 

may  appoint  others 89 

Rights  as  to  management,  voting,  etc 93,  94 

Right  to  dividends 94 

Power  of  another  railroad  to  become 80,  96 

Creditors  taking  stock 168 

Equal  rights  of-*-power  of  directors  as  to  preferred  stock  and 

dividends 169 

Waiver  of  rights 169 

Right  to  examine  stock  books  of  company 180 

Interest  in  profits  of  company 186 

Plea  of  infancy 186,  187 

Meetings  of 189-191 

General  meetings,  and  notice  thereof 189 

^    Special  meetings,  and  notice  thereof 189,  190,  191 

Waiver  of  notice  thereof  . .  .* 190 

A4ioumed  meetings 190,  191 

Presumption  as  to  quorum  at  meetings 191 

Manner  of  calling  meetings,  and  who  by 191 

What  is  a  quorum 191 

Meetings;  where  held 191 

Right  to  vote 191,  192,194,195,196,198 

Failure  to  count  legal  votes  in  election  by 192 

When  partnership  or  deceased  partner  iS 192 

Non-residents 192 

Voting  by  proxy 192,193 
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Powers  of  a  proxy" l^ 

Revocation  of  proxy. Ift^ 

Right  to  vote  when  a  pledgee  or  mortpragee 194-196 

—how  determined 194,  195,19^ 

meeting  organized  by  one  holding  proxy 195, 19S 

When  pledgee  or  mortgagee  entitled  to  notice  of  meetings. .   195,  195 

Voting  on  stock  illegally  issued 196 

Right  of  trustee  to  vote •...  196,197 

Elections  by 197.  W 

When  provisions  as  to  elections  directory 19" 

No  provision  for  elections — by-laws  therefor 197,  198 

Illegal  elections 198 

Presumptions  as  to  regularity  of  elections 1^ 

Election  of  unqualified  person 198, 199 

Admissions  of,  when  evidence 199, 662 

Evidence  of 199,702 

Release  of  subscription 200 

Personal  liability  for  corporate  debts 202-206 

Release  of  liability  by  directors 204,  219 

Effect  of  consolidation 206,  207 

Right  to  dividends 207 

Irregular  meeting  of— ratification 1  208 

Right  to  new  issues  of  stock 208 

State  or  municipality  a, — rights  as  to  elections 210,  211 

chargeable  with  knowledge  of  directory's  action 2J2 

When  necessary  for  directors  to  be 218 

Remedies  against  directors 219,  691,  692,  694,  695 

Action  by,  to  protect  corporate  interests 692-695 

against  company  or  directors 691,  692,  694,  695 

Quo  warranto  to  test  legality  of  election  by 695 

Liability  of,  for  balance  due  on  stock,  in  insolvency  proceedings      888 

Mandamus  to  compel  calling  of  election  by 93S 

STOPPAGE  IN  TRANSITU 

The  right 1335,  1336 

Who  may  avail  themselves  of  the  right 1336, 1337 

Under  what  circumstances  it  may  be  exercised 1336,  1387 

How  it  may  be  enforced 1337-1341 

How  long  the  right  continues 1341-1343 

Effect  of  levy  of  process  on 1343, 1344 

How  defeated 1344, 1345 

in  case  of  inter-state  consignments 1345 

STOP-OVER  TICKETS.    (See  Passengers.) 

STORAGE.    (See  Freight.) 

STREET.    (See  Highway.) 

STREET  RAILROADS 

Status  of,  in  respect  to  care 8 

Power  of  municipal  corporations  to  pennit  use  of  strpets  by  . . .        29 
Forfeiture  of  right  of  way  of 674 
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Mandamus  ag^ainst  city  surveyor,  to  compel    furnishing  lines 

andlevelsfor 931,  1441 

Right  of  way  for 1422-1429,  1431.  1432 

Contract  by,  to  repair  street 1423,  1424,14:36 

Transfer  of  franchises  by 1423 

.        Removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  tracks  of 1424 

When  adjoining  owner  entitled  to  compensation  for. . .  29,  1425,  1426 

Limitation  of  time  for  constructing 1427 

Grant  to,  of  right  to  connect  with  other  roads  not  in  esse 1427 

Constitutionality  of  laws  granting  rights  to 1427-1429 

areentitled  to  the  right  of  the  road 1429-1432 

Liability  of,  for  street  improvements  and  assessments 1432,  1433 

Statutory  liability  of,  for  injuries  to  persons 1433,  1434,  1437 

Common  law  liabilities  and  duties  of 1434^1439 

Unlawful  imposition  of  burdens  on 1439-1441 

4  Estoppel  to  deny  grant  to 1441 

Police  regulation  of 1441-144:3 

Obstruction  of  crossings  by 1442, 1443 

STRIKE 

of  servants  of  company 1181,  1182 

STRUCTURES.    (See  Mortgage  and  Rigut  op  Way.) 

SUB-CONTRACTORS.    (See  Contractous.) 

SUBSCRIPTION 

by  railroad  in  aid  of  lateral  road — manner  of. 7 

When  released  by  amendment  14,  15,  22,  23,  24,  25,  96,  148,  154,  202 

Release  of,  by  adding  steamboat  line 15 

Assent  of  subscriber  to  amendments 22,  97,  98,  147,  148,  202 

Release  by  change  of  route 23.  149,  153,  154,  202 

Amendment  authorized  by  general  law  cotemporary  with  charter    23, 

24 
Amendment  changing  number  of  directors  and  mode  of  election       24 

Amendment  to  charter  working  dissolution 24 

released  by  making  several  roads  of  one 25 

to  certain  amount — when  necessary  to  organization  49,  55,  56,  97, 143, 

144 
When  failure  to  procure  amount  required  a  defense  to  suit  on 

subscription 49,  55,  56,  97 

Cash  per  centage  required  on  aggregate  amount,  not  each  share  49,  50 
Requirement  of  ca«h  payment  not  applicable  to  counly  bonds 

exchanged  for  stock 50,  124 

When  organization  a  condition  precedent  to  suit  on. . .  50,  51,  97,  103 

Commissioners  to  receive — ^how  many  a  quorum 52,  53 

Recognition  of  their  acts 53 

Organization  without  payment  of  advance  per  centage 53 

Waiver  of  payment  of  advance  per  cei^tag^ ^»  ^^ 

When  advance  cash  payment  is  the  sn\^;^t  of  agreement 54 

Payment  for,  in  labor ^       ....  54,113,144,229,237 

Note  as  payment  for ^  'w ''1^,59,^.105,114, 154, 155 
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Another  salMcnber  not  estopped  to  set  up  that  a  note  is  not  pay- 
ment          M 

Payment  m  Confederate  bonds ^ 

stock 'A 

real  estate 54,  114, 11'* 

Valaation  of  properly  given  in  payment  of  stock -A 

Depreciation  of  same •'4, 

Paymeut  of  advance  percentagre  by  check 54,  tV» 

Effect  on,  of  act  curing  irregularities  in  organization '^* 

When  a  corporation  de  facto,  notwithstanding  irregularities  in 

organization 55 

Affidavit  of  payment  of  advance  percentage 55 

Effect  of  failure  to  obtain  required  amount  of 55,  56 

When  unauthorized  municipal  subscription  can  not  be  treated 

as  legal  in  organization : 56 

Payment  by  note  before  organization 58.  59,  60 

before  organization 60,  97,  99. 115.  123,  144,  145.  I.'»9 

Ratification  by  taking  part  in  election GO.  159 

proven  by  parol  evidence 60 

When  company  liable  for  services  in  procuring 6'J 

Assessments  and  calls  made  in  a  foreign  state 67,  68 

Estoppel  of  subscriber  who  hujB  participated  in  irregular  organi- 
zation  87,  156,  159.  160 

to  stock  of  railroad  which  is  also  a  mining  company S9,  90 

How  made 94,  97 

When  not  made  in  compliance  with  statute 94,  105 

When  joint  or  several 95,  96 

is  a  contract 97 

Amendment  changing  purpose T  96,  97,  98,  147,  148,  154,  2C0 

name 96 

Consideration  therefor 96,  97,  101 

Contract  varying  same,  after  organization 97 

Power  of  directors  to  collect 97 

Proof  of  organization 97 

Mode  of,  before  organization  and  after ; 97, 10-'> 

Estoppel  to  deny  existence  of  corporation 97.  157 

Estoppel  to  question  notice  of  meeting  for  organization 97 

Alteration  in  paper 9? 

When  affected"  by  other  subscriptions  in  same  lKX)k 9^ 

Change  of  purpose — corporate  and  individual  assent  thereto. . .  97,  98 
What  is  change  of  purpose,  how  deteimined  and  its  materiality        9^ 

Implied  promise  tc  pay  for  stock .98,  99,  100 

Discrimination  as  to  price 99 

Forfeiture  a  cumulative  reiuedy,  when 99,  100,  152,  154,  163 

Action  for  balance  due  after  forfeiture  and  sale 100 

Blanks  left  in  paper 98 

Construction  of  Maine  statute  a^^  to  forfeiture  and  sale  of  stocky 

and  actions  for  balance  due . . . ; 100 
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Express  promise  to  pay  for  stock 100 

Agreement  to  "take  and  fiir' stock 100,  101 

Plea  of  want  of  consideration,  when  grood 101 

Verification  of  plea  denying  execution  of  sabscription  paper. . .  •      101 

Production  of  paper 101 

Parol  evidence  varying  written  subscription  101, 102,  113,  116,  149,155, 

157,  158 

Variation  of,  by  separate  writing 102 

Accord  and  satisfaction  by  sale  of  right  of  way 102,  103 

by  trastees — revocation  of  power ^ 103 

Right  to  stock  dependent  on  payment 103,  104 

Tender  of  stock  before  action  for 103,  104 

Payment  of  preliminary  percentage  after  expiration  of  time 

therefor 104,  659 

Payment  of  advance  per  cent 105,  106,  149 

Irregularity  of  organization,  when  a  defense 105,  156 

Bopks  evidence  as  to  amount  of 105,  150, 151,  160 

Payment  of  advance  per  cent,  in  foreign  corporations 105 

Effect  on,  of  failure  to  file  articles  of  consolidation 105 

of  substitution  of  unconditional  for  conditional  subiicrip- 

tion,  on  money  paid  in  advance 106 

Ck>nditions  are  valid 106,  10^ 

may  not  be  violated 106 

not  legally  made 107 

where  no  by-laws  in  existence 107 

where  no  books  opened 107 

What  averments  material  in  suit  to  recover 107,  109 

Plea  of  sale  of  road  to  action  for 107,  162 

lease  of  road 107 

fraudulent  representations  as  to  purpose  of  road 108,  114 

Conditional  subscriptions 108-1 18 

on  obtaining  certain  amount 108,  143 

Effect  on  right  to  receive  conditional  subscriptions,  of  a  require- 
ment of  subscription  to  a  certain  amount,  or  a  preliminary 

per  cent 108 

When  company  may  sue  on  conditional  subscriptions 108 

When  reckoned  as  part  of  required  amount 108 

Unperformed  or  waived  condition 108 

Nominal  or  fictitious  condition lOS 

of  defendant  counted  as  part  of  required  amount 108 

Averment  and  proof  of  required  amount  of  subscription 109 

Conditions  as  to  route 109-111 

When  assignable 109 

Mode  of  crossing  rivers — how  influenced  by  conditions 109 

Evidence  afi  to  performance  of  such  condition ^ 109 

Subsequent  misconduct  no  breach  of  condition,  after  8u\)stantial 

compliance , 109 
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Recovery  oo  contlicional  ■ufaecriptioiu  u  to  roate  before  oon- 

■tnidknof  ro&d 109,  IW 

Caangif  of  route,  uontrar;  toconditiona 110 

CoimIjUdd  bb  U>  route — couetrnctioa  of  branch  road  mstaad  of     • 

nialDliiie 110 

CoDdit^OD  as  to  TODte— what  u  performaDce 110 

When  conJilioDi  precedent  or  BnlKequent HO,  HI 

Condition  to  locale  ro.id  salisractor;  to  public  aathoritied. . .       Ill 

Waiver  of  conditions HI,  !« 

Cond]lioD  u  to  completion  of  certain  amount  of  woi^  in  valae      HI 

Suspi^niion  of  work  for  want  of  funds Ill 

Cuiul. lion  for  corietiurtiDn  within  ^veo  tini<; HI,  112,  130,  LH 

What  id  compliance  as  to  com t  lotion 112 

Purchase  and  use  of  prior-coD&tructed  road  in  order  to  com- 
plete in  time !I2 

Righls  of  creditors  as   aininat   conditions  or  aettlements.....       Il'i 

Calls  by  directors  elected  out  of  state .       112 

Estoppel  to  question  such  calls 113 

Payable  in  work  or  materials — duty  of  BuWrlberB 113 

When  euch  Bubscription  void 113 

Illegal  alecliou  of  directors  as  a  defense 113 

Oral  repnaeulations  and  promises  as  to 113,  1^,  15-5 

Unlawful  reprefien  tat  ions  and  promiaea 113 

Fdlie  and  fraudulent  representations— when  a  defense HI 

False  represeutatiODB  to  voters 114 

Giving  of  Dote  for  coutf.tional  subscription 114 

Acceptance  of  conditioDul  sub^i^ptioD  by  railroad 114,115 

Conditional  sub.-cription  before  procurin^f  cltarter 115,  144,  145 

Conditions  made  by  commissioners  to  procure  subscriptions. ,.,.       115 

tstoppel  to  assert  condition ij  subscription 115 

KeducUOD  of  required  preliminary  subscription  by  statute 115 

When  an  fscrow 115,116 

Delivery  in  eserote 115, 116 

Paiol  evidence  as  to  conditions  of  an  eserow 116 

Parol  evidence  as  to  performance  of  conditions 116, 117 


I.NDEX.  1609 

'Paob 
SUBSCRIPTION— ron^Mu^rf. 

by  townships • *^^ 

before  construction 123 

Failure  to  complete  road  within  time  limited 130,  131 

Effect  of  consolidation 1:^2,  144,  200,  206,  207,  594-596,  754,  755 

of  municipality  is  assets ^ l'^2 

When  they  pass  by  sale  und  t  tru-^t  deed 133 

Conditions  as  to  completion  of  road  and  limning  of  trams — 

effect  as  to  delivery  of  bonds  by  municipality 135,  136 

Construction  of  such  conditions 135,  136 

Running  ti*ains  over  leased  road 136 

Change  or  waiver  of  conditions 136 

Delay  of  work  by  naturill  Ciiuses 136 

Special  subscriptions 143-146 

Enforcement  of  special  si;*«oriptlons 143 

Wlien  condition  vahd 144,  145 

Power  of  president  to  mike  special  contract  of  subscription 14 1 

payable  in  material  or  labor 144,  229,  237 

Certain  amount  required  before  makmg  calls 144,  149, 150 

Effect  of  cash  payment  on  subscription  p  .yable  in  materia! 144 

Conditional  subscription  before  organization 144,  145 

Interest-bearing  stock 145 

Such  subscription  made  without  authority 145 

When  fulfilled  by  delivery  of  transferred  stock 146 

Agreement  to  subscribe  not  a  subscription 147,  152 

Measure  of  damages  in  such  cas  j 147 

Offer  to  pay  by  a  third  party 147 

Release  thereof 147-149,  200 

Acquiescence  of  stockholder  in  change  of  purpose 147,  148 

Delay  in  objecting  to  change  or  alteration 148 

Change  of  enterprise  by  legislative  amendment 148,  154 

Colorable  subscriptions 149 

Acceptance  of  statutory  ani.?ndraent  without  acting  thereunder      149 

Assessments  and  calls,  and  remedy  for  non-payment 149-165 

When  full  amount  necessary  to  be  subscribed  before  calls  ...  149,  150 
When  preferred,  or  interest-bearing^  stock  to  be  accounted  part 

required  amount 150 

Estoppel  of  subscriber  to  allege  insufficient  amount  of  subscrip- 
tion        150 

Estoppel  of  subscriber  by  payments 150,  156,  659 

Decision  of  officers  as  to  amount  subscribed 150 

Waiver  of  objections  by  subscriber 150 

Tixing  amount  of  stock  by  company  before  calls 150,  151 

Time  and  manner  of  making  calls 151 

Limitation  of  amount  and  frequency  of  calls 151 

Notice  of  calls 151 ,  160 

Averments  as  to  publication  of  notice 151 

Remedy  by  suit 151,152,153 

Agreement  between  third  parties  to  subscribe 152 
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SUBSCRIPTION— Co«/iM«erf. 

When  right  to  sell,  forfeit  or  sue,  cumulative 152, 154 

Sale  of  stock  for  non-payment  of  calls  after  other  subscriptions 

are  procured  in  its  place 152 

Api)ortionment  of  stock  when  subscription  does  or  does  not  ex- 
ceed amount  allowed  to  be  raised 153,  l^ 

Extension  of  line IM 

Description  of  route  or  termini  in  articles  of  association 1^ 

When  sale  or  forfeiture  of  stock  defense  to  suit  for  calls 153,  IM 

When  route  a  consideration  therefor lU 

Agreement  to  erect  depot  improvements — when  a  defense  to. . .  -      loo 

Parol  representations  as  to  route l->5 

Forfeiture  of  franchises — when  a  defense 155, 156 

Certificates  of  stock,  when  essential 157 

Acceptance,  when  essential 157 

Estoppel  by  taking:  part  in  organization 157 

Secret  agreements  by  direc!  ors  for  a  release 1-57 

Conditions  not  contained  in  subscription  paper 157, 158 

Fraud  of  the  company 158 

Relief  in  equity  in  such  case 158 

Repudiation  of,  for  fraud — time  of ^ 153 

When  defense  of  fraud  can  not  be  interposed loS 

where  corporation  is  unauthorized 158, 159 

Effect  of  repeal  of  law  authorizing  grants  of  special  charters. .      159 

before  organization — ratification 159 

for  larger  amount  than  allowed  by  law 159 

When  director  estopped  to  set  up  irregularities 159, 160 

Form  of  notice  of  calls 160 

When  jury  necessary  in  suit  for  calls '  .j 1^ 

Requisites  of  record  in  suit  for  calls 160 

Calls  for  stock  not  **  instruments  of  writing  " i^ 

Books  evidence  of  what 160 

How  proven 160 

What  is  payment 160, 161 

When  another  corporation  may  recover 161 

Effect  of  sale  under  mortgage 161 

Illegal  election  of  directors 161 

and  unauthorized  acts  of  corporation 1^^ 

Irregular  consolidation 161 

Mismanagement  of  business  by  corporation 161 

Abandonment  of  corporate  purpose 161, 162 

Illegal  increase  of  stock 16"^ 

Sale  of  road 162 

Statutory  requirements  as  to  calls 162 

Vote  of  stockholders,  when  required  to  authorize  calls 16*^ 

Directors — number  to  act  in  making  calls,  and  delegation  of 

power •...•      I^^ 

Compromise  of 162 

Demand,  and  notice  of  time  and  place  of  payment 162 
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Page 
SUBSCRIPTION— Confwiwrf.       ^ 

Wheo  interest  recoverable f 162,  163 

Tender  of  amount  due 163 

by  infant 185,  186 

by  one  in  name  of  another 187 

When  unauthorized 187 

Incapacity  of  railroad  to  perform  conditions 200 

Estoppel  to  set  up  consolidation 200 

changfe 200 

Change  of  entity .  200 

Acceptance  of  amendment  by  company 202 

not  payable  in  money — creditor's  bill  therefor 204 

are  trust  fund  for  creditors 204 

Release  of  liability  by  directors 204 

Call  by  court  on  creditor's  bill 204 

Power  of  railroad  to  make  conditional  subscriptioos 229 

Authority  to  compromise 237 

When  commencement  of  work  necessary  to  save  forfeiture  of . . . .      451 

Registrj^  of  voters  on  elections  for 451 

Form  of  ballots  voted  for 451,  452 

Posting  of  notices  of  election 452 

Estoppel  of  subscriber  to  question  cont^olidation 594 

Estoppel  to  deny  validity  of 659 

Payment  of  required  percentage  after  taking  subscriptions 659 

Want  of  consideration  of  note  given  for 686 

Garnishment  of 717 

Abuse  of  corporate  power  as  a  defense  to 747 

Injunction  to  prevent  collection  of 754,  755 

Insolvency  of  company  as  a  defense  to 755,  888 

Evidence  to  impeach  subscrip^on  pnper 755 

Action  for,  by  receiver 898 

Efft'ct  of  sale  and  reorganization  by  purchasers  on 925 

Mandamus  to  compel 926-928 

Limitation  of  actions  for . , 1449,  WjO 

When  limitation  begins  to  run  against 1450,  1451,  1452 

(See  Municipal  Subscriptions.) 

SUITS.    (See  Actions.) 

SUNDAY 

Action  for  failure  to  carry  on 688 

Injury  while  traveling  on .  / 1119 

SURFACE  WATER.    (See  Riout  op  Wat.) 

SURVEY 

Preliminary  rarvey 274 

(See  Location  and  Right  of  Way.) 

SWITCHES 

Fencing  at ^^      622-624,  629 

Erection  of ^   " ' 489,  490 

Rights  in  by  user '•*.••'•    489,492,493 
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SWITCHES— CoH(i»iied.  "" 

What  U  res  adjudieata  Id  iLction  as  to.... ^^ 

Sw]ii:hin^  al  interset-tion  of  <»im«,ting  lines 490,  491,  4ft2 

Irjnry  topaBnenger  b;  mismanaeemeDt  of 490,491.  492 

Running 491,492 

T. 

TAKING  OF  PEIVATE  PROPEBTT.    (See  Emikkkt  Domaih  axd 
Bionr  OF  Way.) 

TAXATION 

Eieniption  of  railroads  from,  a*  public  worka 3.  n't*.  H'l 

to  aid  in  building  railroad 4,  I'A  121,  141,142.446-453 

by  license  fee— when  precluded  bj  franchises  gronted. .  17, 1472,  147;i 

Exemption  from,  when  subject  t«  repeat SO 

of  railroad  incorporated  in  several  states ■        SS 

Exemption  not  affected  by  guhsequeot  geueial  law 37 

of  inter-statb  fi^iKht  aud  pauengera 86.  1494-1499 

of  foreign  and  domestic  corporatione-niiscriniination 86 

to  pay  bonds  or  municipal  subacriptioup 118.  124 

in  aid  of  railroad — power  strictly  pursued 123, 1?4 

Nature  of  such  power 194 

in  aid  of  railroad — when  such  power  authorices  issDaoce  of 

bonds 194 

Power  to  subscribe  antborizeB. 124 

When  railroad  aid  must  be  by .' 141,  143 

of  dividends 170,  171, 1491, 1502,  l.Wa 

When  interest  recoverable 171 

of  public  land  Kranta 307,1468,  1493,1494.  I-W-^  1506 

to  build  as  public  works 446,  447 

to  aid  private  corporation  a  in  building  railroadi 447-453 

Effect  of  general  laws  on  special  authority  to  tal 451 

Manner  of  specifying  amount  of  money  for  gratuitoos  aid 451 

Time  of  leTj,  when  mandatory 451 

When  commencement  of  work  necessary  to  khtl'  forfeiture  of  aid 

granted 451 

Registry  of  voters  voting  for  aid 45! 

Form  of  ballots  in  voting  for  aid 451.  <59 

Posting  of  notices  of  election  for 4-'i2 

Effect  of  consolidation  on 593,59-1,  14G6,  1468.  1477-1479,  1501 

Injunction  to  restrain  levy 757,  758 

ConstitutiooaLitf  of  statute  abolishing  writs  of  eeriiorari  and 

siipersedfas 7.'i8 

Eff«t  of  mortgage  sale  as  to  eiemption  from 917 

EtTwt  of  judicial  sale,  as  to. 918.  919 

Tax  sales 921,  929 

Manda4nus  to  compel  payment  of  taxes  tiy  company 931 

I'owerof 146.1,  1506 
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TAXATION— Confi«ti«<f. 

Power  to  exempt  from 1463,  1464,1469 

Cozutniction  of  special  exemptions  from  1464,  1465,  1466, 1467,  1470, 

1471,  1472,  147i  1489 
Infringement  of  contract  of  exemption  from. .  1467,  1468,  1469,  1470, 

1473 

Effect  of  exemption  as  to  special  assessments 1468,  1469 

Failure  of  railroad  company  to  make  returns  required  by  law ....  1471 

Classification  of  stock  for 1471,  1472 

Specified  mode  of,  of  railroads 1472, 1485 

License,  when  an  exemption 1472,  1473 

Costs  and  penalties 1472,  1473,  1474,  1489,  1491,  1503 

Power  to  release  taxes 1473, 1474 

Plea  of  set-off  against 1473 

Tax  not  a  debt 1473 

Actions  for  taxes 1473,  1489,  1490 

Limitation  of  actions  for  taxes 1473,  1490 

Estoppel  by  act  of  exemption 1474 

Time  when  exemption  operates 1474 

Exemptions  never  implied 1475-1479 

Remedy  in  case  of,  in  different  plac3s  for  same  property 1476 

Exemption  by  reason  of  being  a  federal  agency 1476,  14S1,  1482 

What  is  a  foreign  corporation  as  to 1479 

Renewal  of  unconstitutional  exemption ^ 1482 

Modes  of 14S2-1489 

Extinguishment  of  exemption  by  railroad  coming  into  posses- 
sion of  state 1482 

Valuation  and  assessment 14^3,  1484,  US"),  1486,  1504,  1505 

of  stock 1483,  1484,  1485,1486,1487 

Collection  of  taxes  unconstitutionally  exempted 1486 

of  mortgage  interests 14S7,  HS8,  1494-1497 

Waiver  of  Uen  for  taxes 1488,  1489.  1490 

Situs  of  personal  property  for 1488 

of  rolling  stock 1483,  1489,  1505,  1506 

Replevin  of  property  taken  by 1488,  1489 

Who  liable  for 1489 

upon  gross  receipts 1490 

in  unorganized  attached  counties 1490 

National 1490.  1491 

on  income— when  payable 1490,  1491 

What  are  dividends,  as  to 1491 

Effect  as  between  bondholders  and  com  pany 1491 

for  street  improvements 1492 

Inter-state 1494-1499 

in  parcels 1499,1500 

to  pay  municipal  subsc  ip:ion  to  its  own  stock 1500 

Double 1501,  1502 

Voluntary  payments ^     1502 
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Toy. 
TAX  ATION— Coi»  tin  uetJ, 

of  assets  as  shown  by  dividends 1502,  l."A^ 

Interest  on  taxes ^^^ 

on  cost  of  road l^^^ 

Fro  rata,  based  on  length  of  line  .t 1503-1.t05 

Action  to  recover  back  taxes  improperly  paid 15^4 

by  municipal  corporations 1*05,  150fi 

generally • 15^'6 

Retrospective 1506,  15^'7 

Effect  of  leasing  on l-X'T 

TELEGRAPH  LINE 

Taking  of  land  for 2^^ 

on  right  of  way  of  railroad 21?^ 

Right  to  establish 296 

TENANT  IN  COMMON.    (See  Right  of  Wat.) 
TENDER 

of  stock  before  recovery 103,  104 

of  amount  due  on  stock  subscription 16^ 

of  damages  for  taking  land  in  an  action  of  trespass 30^.^ 

iigury  to  live  stock 650 

of  fare  by  passenger — allegation  of,  in  pleadings 961 

TERMINUS 

Constniction  of  charter  as  to 27,  29,  33 

When  connecting  with  another  road  at  state  line 28,  74 

When  sufficiently  fixed 30,  31 

Change  of,  where  power  is  given  to  change  route 40 

Change  of,  by  amendment;  effect  on  subscription 202 

What  is - 1455 

TEXAS  CATTLE.    (See  Live  Stock  and  Poucb  Regctlatiows.) 
THEFT.    (See  Parrenoers  and  Bagoaob.) 
THROUGH  TICKETS.    (See  Pa88ENOlr8.) 
TICKETS 

Rules  as  to  procunng 227 

TIES 

Character  of,  as  property 9 

TIME 

for  construction — when  no  time  limited 36 

Limitation  or  extension  of.  m  which  to  construct,  as  applied  to 

lateral  road 86 

in  which  to  perform  conditions — ^forfeiture  of  charter  for  non- 
performance          40 

Forfeiture  of  chart-er  by  lapse  of 43 

for  construction  of  road — condition  as  to,  in  charter — for  whose 

benefit 44,  45 

Mistake  in  act  professing  to  extend  time  for  construction 60 

Construction  of  an  ordinance  as  to  period  of  extension 50.  51 

When  of  the  essence  of  contract  of  subscription 180,  181 

in  which  to  construct  railroad — effect  of  floods,  etc lo6 
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TITLE  OF  ACT 

When  suflBciently  expressive  of  subject 290 

TOLLS.    (See  Fkbiohts,  Fares  and  Tolls.) 

I'OllTS 

committed  in  'foreigi)  state— jurisdiction 85 

Limitation— whez  enforced  in  foreign  state 85 

amendment  of  declaration 85 

Actions  for,  against  railroads 688-692 

joint  defendants 689 

in  favor  of  company  for 692,  693 

TOWN  LOTS.    (See  Right  of  Way.) 

TOWNSHIPS 

may  subscribe  to  railroads 120 

TRACKS 

Construction  of  connecting  tracks,  when  compelled  by  legisla- 
ture         21 

Obstruction  of 586,587 

TRAINS 

Right  of  legislature  to  compel  stopping  of 20 

Withdrawal  of,  when  a  cause  of  forfeiture  of  charter 43 

Suits  to  compel  running  thereof 81,  82 

Running  of. 945-947 

Private,  on  railroads 947 

TRANSFER  OF  SHARES.    (See  Stock.) 

TRAVELERS  ON  HIGHWAYS,    (^ee  Injuiues.) 

TRESPASS 

for  taking  possession  of  land  and  failing  to  locate  depots,  etc. . .      277 
for  entering  on  land  pending  proceedings  for  condemnation — 

award  and  tender  of  damages  as  a  defense.- 308 

for  wrongful  entry  on  right  of  way  lands. ...  305,  318,  327,  aSO,  331, 

340,  363,  369,  396,  397,  751 

Effect  on  right  to  bring,  of  failure  of  land  owner  to  assess 318 

Measure  of  damages  in,  for  unlawfully  entering  on  right .  of 

way 330 

for  entering  on  land  outside  of  right  of  way 330,  B)! ,  784,  785 

Waiver  of  right  of  action  for 443 

Objection  to  complaint,  when  taken 519 

for  obstruction  in  highway 620 

Action  of,  in  favor  of  company 693,  786 

against  railroad  coi^pany 688,  782-784 

Who  has  the  right  of  iiction  for 782,  78:3 

License  must  be  pleaded 783 

Requisites  of  plea  justifying  an  entry  on  land  under  condemna- 
tion proceedings 783 

When  license  is  revocable 783 

Abatement  of  nuisance  constituting 783 

Several  recoveries  for 783 

Measure  of  damages  in,  for  railroad  it^  hig^^^y '^^t  '^^ 
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TRESPASS— Continued. 

Possession  of  land  in  Kentucky 7-4 

for  delay  in  perfecting  rigbt  of  way  after  possession 7i>t 

of  servant  of  company 785, 7?8 

by  reversioners 7S6 

Affirmative  defense  must  be  pleaded 786,  7S7 

TRESPASS  QUARE  CLAUSUM  FREGIT 

by  and  against  railroads 671 

TROVER 

Liability  of  company  in»  for  contractor's  act 4^,  822 

Action  of,  against  railroads 683 

TRUST  DEED.    (See  Moktqaoe.) 

TRUSTEES 

Directors  are,  when 215,218-222 

Joint  trustees — survivorship 240 

Effect  of  non-residence 252 

in  trust  deed— trustees  for  whom 2'«6 

Lease  by 256 

Who  may  be 268 

Change  of  estate  by  law 268 

Notice  of  appointment  of  successor 268 

Compensation  of 268 

Powers  as  to  taking  possession  and  sale 268 

Appointment  of,  to  make  sale  under  trust  deed 8SS,  884 

When  liable  to  action  for  injury  causing  death 1135,  1136 

(See  Mortgage.  ) 

TUNNEL 

under  street — right  to  make 501 

TURNOUTS 

Character  of,  as  property 9 

TURNPIKE 

When  infringed  upon  by  railroad 35 

Taking  of,  by  railroad 296 

TURN  TABLE 

Injury  by  leaving  unguarded 1121,  1122 

u. 

ULTRA  VIRES 

When  contract  to  influence  location  is 1 

Contracts  in  furtherance  of  water  communication SI  t 

as  against  law  or  public  policy 935-940 

as  in  excess  of  charter  powers 940 

Application  nf  law  of 940,  941 

Rescission  of,  and  relief  from,  contracts 941,  942 

Surden  of  proof  as  to  contracts 942 

Ratification  of  contracts 943,  944 

Payments  on  contract 944 

UNION  DEPOTS 

Erection  thereof,  when  compelled  by  legislature 21 
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UNION  PACIFIC  RAILROAD  COMPANY 

Suitabyand  against 682-684 

Rififht  of  government  to  retain  moneys'  due 683,  684 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS 

When  they  follow  decisions  of  state  courts 52,  120 

Competency  of  railroad  to  sue  or  be  sued  therein  as  citizen  of 

a  state 69,  70,  72 

(See  Rbmoyal  of  Cause.) 

USAGE 

Evidence  of,  in  cases  of  personal  iivjury 1097,  1098 

V. 

VALUE.    (See  Evibencb,  Baooagb  and  Right  of  Wat.) 

VARIANCE.    (See  Plbadikqb.) 

VENUE 

of  actions  by  and  against  railroads 671-688 

VERDICT 

When  set  aside  as  contrary  to  evidence 787-739 

Special,  as  to  negligence 798,  1080 

When  inconsistent 862 

VESTING  OF  ESTATE.    (See  Eminent  Domain  and  Right  of  Way.) 

VIADUCTS 

When  required  to  be  made > , 554 

VINDICTIVE  DAMAGES.    (See  Mka-^  jks  or  Damages  and  Damages.) 

VOTE.    (See  Election.) 

(See  Municipal  Subsciiiftions.) 
(See  STOCKnoLDBRS.) 
(See  Taxation.) 

w. 

WAIVER 

of  payment  of  advance  percentage  on  stock 54 

of  conditional  subscription — parol  evidence  to  establish 117 

of  conditions  of  municipal  subscription  by  legislature 121 

of  objections  by  subscriber  to  stock 150 

of  right  of  stockholders  to  object  to  issue  of  preferred  stock 169 

ol"  notice  of  stockholders'  meetings 190 

of  irregularity  in  making  contract 222 

of  fraudulent  acts  by  directors , . . .  222 

of  prompt  payment  of  compensation  for  right  of  way 333 

WAR.     (See  Freight  and  Passengers.) 

WAREHOUSEMEN.    (See  Common  Carriers.) 

WARNINGS 

Indictment  of  railroad  for  failure  to  give •  585 

For  whose  benefit  intended 1004-1006 

Duty  of  lessees  to  give ,     1006 

When  and  where  to  be  given ^  "      1004-1006 

102  *•.••*• 
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PACI 

WARNINGS— Con/ifiiwd. 

Omission  thereof,  when  required  by  law .,.., «•••••  1006-101 2 

Jury  are  judges  as  to  whether  given 1<>/' 

Liability  of  company  for  failure  to  give,  1007,  1006,  1009,  1010.  lOII. 

1012,  1013.  1036,  MK9. 1  > . 
Liability  of  company  for  failure  to  keep  flagmea  at  crossings,  10I<\ 

1011,  K12  I 

Liability  for  negligence  of  flagman lOIl 

Omission  thereof,  when  not  required  by  law lOIO-lOU  i 

When  jury  to  judge  of  necessity  of  giving 1011,  1012,  1013,  1014 

Other  care  to  be  observed 1014,  lOI-i  I ' 

Liability  for  giving,  when  lequired  by  law 1014,  lulo  . 

WATER  COMMUNICATION 

Charter  power  as  to 31 

WATERS.    (See  Right  of  Wat.) 

WATER  TANKS  :] 

Charter  of,  as  property 9 

WHARVES  jl 

Power  of  railroad  to  purchase  and  mortgage ^       73  I 

WHISTLING.    (See  Warnings.) 

WRONG-DOERS.    (See  TRsaPASs.) 
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